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THE  T  r  anslation  of  the  New  Testament4, 

which  is  here  delivered  to  the  public,  hath 
employed  the  ftudy  and  application  of  iome 
years.  Nothing  hath  been  wanting  that  my 
abilities,  and  the  corrections  of  my  learned  friends,  could 
give  this  publication,  to  render  it  worthy  the  acceptance 
of  the  candid  and  intelligent  Chriftian.  But  as  it  is 
impoflible  to  forefee  what  reception  this  work  will  meet 
with  from  the  world,  I  deem  it  prudent  to  conceal  the 
names  of  thofe  learned  friends  who  perufed  the  whole  or 
part  of  the  manufeript,  and  what  their  fentiments  were 
of  the  execution  ana  utility  of  the  de&gn,  though  the 
mention  of  their  names  would  do  me  honour,  as  iome 
of  them  have  defervedly  attained  the  firft  eminence  in 
the  republic  of  letters.  1  begun  and  purfued  the  un¬ 
dertaking  upon  this  plan,  viz.  To  tranllate  the  (acred 
writers  of  the  New  Teftament  with  the  fame  freedom, 
impartiality,  and  elegance,  with  which  other  tranllations 
from  the  Greek  dallies  have  lately  been  executed,  and 
to  cloathe  the  genuine  ideas  and  doCtrincs  of  the  Apoftles 
with  that  propriety  and  pcrfpicuity,  in  which  they  them- 
fclves,  I  apprehend,  would  have  exhibited  them  had 
they  now  lived  and  written  in  our  language.  The  true 
meaning  and  dclign  of  each  author  hath  been  ftri&ly  and 
impartially  explored,  the  bonification  and  force  of  the 
Greek  Original  hath  been  critically  ohferved,  and,  as 
much  as  polliblc,  transfufed  into  modern  Engtilh,  and 
the  whole  facred  volume  elucidated  and  explained  upon 
a  new  and  rational  plan,  with  fele£t  Notes,  critical  and 
explanatory.  The  reader  is  defired  ever  to  bear  in  mind, 
that  this  is  not  a  verbal  tranflation,  but  ja  liberal  and  dif- 
Jafive  verlion  of  the  facrcd  clafiics,  and  is  calculated  to 
aufwcr  the  purpofc  of  an  explanatory  paraphrafe  as  well 
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iv  PREFACE. 

as  a  free  and  elegant  transition.  Every  fcholar  knows, 
that  the  idioms  and  ffru&ure  of  the  ant  tent  are  fo  eflen- 

m 

dally  different  from  the  modem  languages,  that  a  literal 
and  feruile  verfion  of  any  Greek  and  Latin  author  muff 
necefiariiy  be  barbarous  and  unintelligible. 

The  method  I  purified  was  this.  I  firfi  carefully 
perufed  every  chapter  to  inveftigate  and  difeover  the  one 
true  meaning  of  the  author  with  all  the  accuracy  and 
fagacity  1  could  employ,  attending  to  his  reafoning,  and 
to  the  principles  and  dodxincs  he  defigned  to  inculcate, 
ever  confulting  the  beff  commentators  upon  abftrufe 
paftages,  and  conffantly  imploring  the  infinite  Source 
of  light  and  wifdom  to  illuminate  my  imperfed  under- 
ffanmng.  When  1  apprehended  1  had  found  out  the 
true  fignification  of  the  Original,  and  the  preeife  ideas  of 
the  writer  at  the  time  he  wrote,  my  next  ftudy  was  to 
adorn  them  in  fuch  language  as  is  now  written,  and  to 
transfufe  them  through  the  medium  of  a  liberal  and  ex¬ 
planatory  verfion.  So  that  my  firfi  view  always  was 
with  impartiality  and  critical  attention  to  difeover  the  true 
fenfe  of  my  author ;  my  next  view,  to  cloathe  his  ideas 
in  the  veff  of  modem  elegance.  Elegance  of  di&ion, 
therefore,  hath  elver  been  confulted,  but  never  at  the 
expence  of  that  truth  and  fidelity,  which  ought  ever  to 
be  iacred  and  inviolable  in  ail  interpreter  of  Scripture. 

It  is  pleafing  to  obferve,  how  much  our  language, 
within  thefe  very  few  years,  hath  been  refined  and  po- 
liflied,  and  what  infinite  improvements  it  hath  lately 
received.  The  writings  of  Hume,  Robertfin,  Lowtb , 
Lyttelton,  Hurd,  Melmotb,  Jobnfm,  and  Hawkejwortb,  will 
fraud  an  everlaffirjg  monument,  of  what  grace  and  purity 
in  did  ion,  of  what  elegance  and  harmony  in  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  of  what  copioufhefs  and  ftrength  in  compo- 
fitioti)  our  language  is,  capable ;  and  the  writings  of  thefe 
learned  and  illuftrious  authors  are  not  only  a  diff  inguifhed 
honour  and  ornament  to  their  country,  but  in  point  of 
true  excellence  and  fublimity1  will  bear  -the  fevereft  cri¬ 
tical 
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tical  companion  with  the  politeft  writers  of  Greece  and 
Rome.  The- author  knew  it  to  be  an  arduous  and  in* 
vidious  attempt  to  make  the  pbraie  of  thefe  celebrated 
writers  the  vehicle  of  infpited  truths,  and  to  diffuse  over 
the  facred  page  the  elegance  of  modern  English,  con* 
icious  that  the  bald  and  haiharpus  language'  of  the.  old 

vulgar  verfion  hath  acquired  a  venerable  facrednefs  from 
length  of  lime  and  cuitom*  and  that  every  innovation  of 
this  capital  nature  would  he  generally  ftigtoatized  ^  ^ 
lad  and  mod  daring  enormity.  But  pot  with  (landing  this 
perluafion ,  he  Mattered  himfplf  that  fuch  a  T ranOapon 
of  the  New  Teft ament  might  induce  persons  of  a  liberal 
education  and  polite  tafle  tq  perufe  die  facred  volume, 
and  that  fuch  a  verfion  might  prove  of  fignal  fervice  to 
the  caufe  of  truth,  liberty,  'and  Chriftianity,  If  men  of 
cultivated  and  improved  minds,  efpecially  Youth,  could 
be  allured  by  the  innocent  jftratagem  of  a  modern  fiyh f, 
to  read  a  book,  which  is  now,  alas !  too  generally  ne¬ 
glected  and  difregarded  by  the  young  and  gay,  as  a  vo* 
lume  containing  little  to  amufe  and  delight,  and  furnifh- 
ing  a  ftudy  congenial  only  to  the  gloom  of  old  age,  or 
to  the  melancholy  mind-  of  a  defponding  Vi  lion  ary. 
What  animated  and  inspired  me  through  the  whole 
work,  was  the  pleafing  thought,  that  by  the  execution 
of  this  defign,  I  might,  through  the  bleflmg  of  God, 
engage  die  Rising  Generation  to  admire  and  love 
the  facred  dailies,  to  underhand  the  duties,  dodrines, 
and  difeoveries  of  the  golpel,  and  to  venerate  Chriftia¬ 
nity  as  the  caufe  of  God,  of  truth,  of  virtue,  of  liber¬ 
ty,  and  of  immortality. 

This  is  the  First  Attempt  of  this  nature  in  our 
language,  and  this  con  fide  ration,  1  hope,  will  entitle  it 
to  the  learned  reader's  candour  and  indulgence.  In  this 
undertaking,  Caflalio  was  my  precedent  and  pattern.  1 
have  attempted  in  Engltfb ,  what  Caftalio  executed  in 
Latin.  Caftalio  hath  deitirved  well  of  mankind  for  trans¬ 
lating  the  Scriptures  in  a  pure,  elegant,  and  diifufive  ftyle. 

The 
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The  relation  and  mutual  dependence  of  detached  len¬ 
ten  ces,  and  the  fevcral  diftinCt  deductions  in  a  train  of 
argumentation,  I  have  pointed  out  and  elucidated  by  the 
incidental  infertion  of  a  few  connective  words  or  par¬ 
ticles.  The  obfeure  pafiages  that  varioufly  occur,  I  nave 
attempted  in  the  body  of  the  Tranflation  to  explain  and 
iiluflrate  in  a  perfpicuous  and  explicit  manner.  1  have 
carefully  explored  and  have  endeavoured,  upon  rational 
principles,  clearly  to  exhibit  the  reafoning  ot  St.  Paul  in 
the  Romans  and  Galatians.  The  old  divifion  of  chapters 
and  verfes  I  have  been  perfuaded,  contrary  to  my  own 
judgment,  to  retain,  but  I  have  every  where  fignified 
to  the  reader,  by  the  manner  of  printing  and  pun£hiationy 
when  they  are  erroneous}  and  1  have  divided  the  whole 
into  Jeff  tents.  The  parallel  paffages,  and  illuitrations  of 
particular  phrafes  and  modes  of  expreffion  from  the 
Greek  and  Latin  daffies,  I  collected  in  reading  the  an- 

tientSy  and  I  have  generally  ipecifted  the  page  and  edi¬ 
tion  from  which;  they  are  cited. 

I  can  truly  fey,  and  I  appeal  to  that  Being  for  my 
fincerity,  before  whom  I  mu  ft  very  fhortly  appear,  that 
my  firft  and  primary  defign  in  this  work  was  to  exhi¬ 
bit  the-Chriftian  Religion  in  its  native  purity  and  original 
Simplicity, '  unadulterated  with  human  fyftems,  creeds, 
doCtrines,  and  modes  of  faith.  In  this  work  I  have 
considered  myfelf  as  belonging  to  no  one  party,  feCt, 
and  denomination  of  ChrifUans,  but  have  given  a  fair 
and  honeft  verfibn  of  the  divine  Volume,  juft  as  if  I 
had  fat  down  to-  tranflate  Plato,  Xenophon,  Thucydides, 
Plutarch,  or  any  other  Greek  Writer,  with  a  mind  exempt, 
as  much  as  frail  humanity  can  be  exempt,  from  preju¬ 
dices  and  prepoffeffion,  and  folely.  intent  upon  invefii- 
gating  and  difcoVering  truth. 

Every  one  muft  be  convinced, .  that  a  faithful  and  ac¬ 
curate  verfion  of  any  writer  in  a  dtad  language  is  fufli- 
cient  for  undemanding  the  meaning  and  defign  of  that 
author,  and  that  the  fidelity  of  iuch  a  tranfhtor  entirety 

fuperfedes 


4 


PREFACE.  vii 

fupcrfedes  all  the  tedious  explications  and  laborious  idle" 
nets  of  dull  and  heavy  commentators*  The  author, 
therefore,  prefurnes  to  aflert,  that  the  New  Tedament 
itfelfy ,  if  carefully  and  candidly  perufed,  with  a  mind  open 
to  the  reception  of  truth,  will,  by  all  rational  and  intel¬ 
ligent  Chridians,  be  judged  to  conduce  to  a  more  dear 
and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  Chrid&nity  than  thole 
voluminous  critics,  paraphrads,  ill  uftra  tors,  and  interpre- 
tors  of  the  facred  Scriptures,  who  have.  In  general,  done 
more  harm  than  good,  as  the  majority,  of  them  have 
llrenuoufly  laboured  to  make  Jefus  Chrift  and  his  Apo- 
dles,  Papijls%  or  Lutberamt  or  Cdhimflst  and  have  been 
more  dudious  to  wreft  the  Scriptures  to  their  precon¬ 
ceived  notions,  than  to  adjuft  their  religious  fentiments 
by  the  plain  dictates  of  reafou  and  the  infallible  rule  and 
dandara  of  the  divine  oracles.  W ithin  tiielc  few  years 
what  dire  inundations  have  we  feen  ri) firing  from  the 
prefs  and  deluging  the  public,  of  Commentators  upon 
die  Scriptures,  Explanations  of  the  Holy  Bible,  the  Royal 
Bible  with  notes,  the  Grand  complete  Bible,  the  Grand 
Imperial  Bible !  fome  the  jobbs  of  mercenary  Booklellers, 
others  the  fickly  dreams  of  illiterate  Enthufiads  and  en¬ 
tranced  Vifionarjes,  and  the  generality  of  them,  the 
finider  production  of  dark  and  melancholy  Divines,  the 
bigottea  abettors  of  unintelligible  my  denes  and  unferip- 
tural  abfurdities.  But  notwithftanaing  this  melancholy 
date  of  Religion,  and  this  general  corruption  of  pure 
and  primitive  Chriftianity,  yet,  blefled  be  God,  Liberty, 
Religious  Liberty,  has  dill  a  temple  in  the  bread 
of  thoufands,  and  the  love  of  truth,  as  it  is  in  JeJus ,  and 
not .  in  human  creeds,  is  warm  and  vigorous  in  the  bo- 
foms  of  immenfe  numbers  of  my  happy  countrymen ! 
Many  of  thefe  worthy  fouls  have  encouraged  me.  The 
thought  of  them ,  and  their  caufe ,  has  ever  inspired  me 
with  ardour  and  animation  in  my  duties.  For  thefe  I 
have  tranflated  the  New  Testament.  Thcfc,  and 

w 

thefe  alone  will  be  m'*  readers.  The  patronage  and  pro¬ 
tection 
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te&ion  of  thefe  hath  enabled  me,  and  will  ever  enable 
me,  to  look  down  upon  the  illiberal  feurrflity  and  impotent 
fury  of  the  uncharitable  bigot  with  ChrifHan  contempt. 

In  fine,  fince  deifin,  infidelity,  and  fcepticifm,  fo  much 
prevail  in  the  prelent  age  j  fince  even  popery  now  hath 
its  public  afTerters  and  advocates  j  fince  enthufiafin  is 
continually  duping  and  enfiaving  the  credulous  and  igno¬ 
rant,  both  among  the  great  vulgar  and  the  fmall,  and  is 
daily  making  a  more  rapid  and  amazing  proerefs  all 
around  us ;  fince  rational  Chriftianity  is,  at  prefent,  re¬ 
garded  with  fo  much  contempt,  and  even  horrour,  by 
tne  generality  of  the  world  j  and  fince  a  love  of  unin¬ 
telligible  myfleries,  and  a  fondnefs  for  gloomy  and  in¬ 
explicable  doctrines,  have,  with  die  majority)  difearded 
reafon  and  common  fenfe  from  religion,  the  author  flat¬ 
ters  himfelf  the  prefent  work  will  be  uieful  to  his  coun¬ 
try,  in  which  it  hath  been  his  ftudy  to  free  the  New 
Testament  from  thofe  falfe  tranflations,  which,  at 
prefent,  deform  it,  and  render  it  ablblutely  unintelligible 
to  all  common  readers  ;  to  purify  its  iacred  ft  reams  from 
thofe  corrupt  admixtures,  by  which  it  was  induftrioufly 
fuited  to  me  falfe  tafte  of  the  Monarch  and  of  the 
age,  in  which  it  was  tranftated;  to  rcprefent  it,  as  it 
really  is,  in  itfelf,  a  moft  rational,  uniform,  amiable, 
confident  fcheme  j.  and  to  exhibit,  before  the  candid,  the 
unprejudiced,  and  the  intelligent  of  all  parties,  the  true, 
original,  divine  form  of  Christianity,  in  its  beautiful  fim- 
plicity,  divefted  of  all  the  meretricious  attire  with  which 
it  hath  been  loaded,  and  fofely  adorned  with  its  native 
elegance  and  charms,  which  need  only  be  contemplated, 
in  order  to  excite  the  admiration*  tranfport,  and  love  of 
every  ingenuous  and  virtuous  bofbm. 

E.  HARWOOD* 


Bristol, 

Aug.  *6,  1767. 
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CHAP,  t 

i  r  ■  A  H  E  following  is 
1  a  table  of  the  ge- 

JL  nealogy  of  Jefus 

the  Mefllah,  who  is  lineally 
defcended  from  David,  as 

David  is  from  Abraham. 

•  * 

2  i .  Abraham 

2.  Ifaac 

3.  Jacob 

4.  Judas 

3  5.  Phares 

6.  Efrom 

7.  Aram 

4  8.  Aminadab 

9.  Naafion 

10.  Salmon 

5  11.  Booz 

12.  Obed 

13.  Jefle 

6  1 4*  David 

7  1 .  Solomon 

2.  Roboam 

3.  Abia 
4*  Afa 

VOL.  I. 


5.  Jofaphat 

6.  Joram 

7.  Ozias 

♦ 

8.  Jotham 

9.  Achaz 

10.  Ezechiaa 

* 

* 

11.  Manafles 

12.  Amon 

13.  Jofias 

14.  Jehoiakim:  about  - 

the  time  of  the 

captivity, 
x.  Jchoiakin 

2.  Salathiel 

3.  Zorobabel 

4.  Abiud 

5.  Eliakim 

6.  Azor 

7.  Sadoc 

8.  A'chiru 

9.  Eliud 

1  o.  Eleazar 

11.  Matthan 

12.  Jacob 

13.  Jofeph 

14.  Jefus 

B  17  So 
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1 7  So  that  from  this  table  I 
you  fee  that  there  were  four-  j 
teen  generations  in  all,  from I 
Abraham  to  David—— from  I 
David  alfo  to  the  Babylon  ilh  | 
captivity  there  were  juft  four- 1 
teen  generations— -there  were  j 
likewifc  exactly  fourteen  from  I 
the  captivity  to  the  Mefliah.  I 

§ — 1 8  The  conception  of  I 
Jefus  the  Mefliah  was  in  this  j 
fupernatural  manner—  Mary ! 
his  Mother  had  been  efpouf- 1 
ed  to  Jofeph,  but  before  they  | 
cohabited  *,  it  was  dilcovered  j 
that  (he  had  become  preg-j 
nant  by  the  holy  Spirit.  I 

19  But  her  hufband  Jofeph  1 

being  a  compaffionate.  man,  I 
and  unwilling  to  expofe  her  I 
fhame  to  the  world,  intended  I 
to  repudiate  her  in  a  private  | 
manner.  I 

20  As  he  was  revolving! 

thefe  thoughts  in  his  mind,  I 
lo!  an  angel  of  God  appeared  I 
to  him  in  a  dream  and  fpoke  j 
thus — O  'Jofeph,  Son  or  Da- 1 
vid  !  hefitate  not  to  admit] 
and  treat  Mary  as  thy  lawful  | 
wife,  for  fhe  hath  conceived  1 
from  the  holy  Spirit,  j 

21  and  (he  (hall  give  birth  j 
to  a  Ion,  whom  thou  fbaltl 


call  Jefus,  for  he  (hall  fave 
his  people  from  their  vices. 

22  Now  the  whole  of  this 
amazing  event  was  cxaCtly 
fimilar  to  another  inftance, 
which  is  recorded  by  an  in- 
fpired  prophet  in  thefe  words: 

23  Behold!  a  pure  virgin 
(hall  be  pregnant,  and  lhall 
bring  forth  a  fbn,  who  fhall 
be  called  Emmanuel ,  which 
translated  fignifies,  God  is 
with  us. 

24  When  Jofeph  awoke, 
he  aCted  according  to  the  di¬ 
rection  of  the  angel,  and  took 
!her  to  wife : 

25  But  refrained  from  all 
conjugal  embraces  b  ’till  her 
delivery— He  called  herfon 
Jefus. 

CHAP.  IF. 

1  TN  the  reign  of  Herod 

*  was  Jefus  bom  in  Beth¬ 
lehem  of  Judea — at  which 
time  fome  caftem  Philofo- 
phers  came  to  Jerufalem— 
and  faid, 

2  DireCt  us  where  we  may 
find  him  who  is  lately  born 
to  be  the  king  of  the  Jews* 

for  having  feen  his  ftar  in 

* 


*  This  is  the  meanjng  of  ovrikQur.  An  ffvnkBomf  iiKvvro/vfitQ*. 
Xenophon,  memor.  p.  103.  Ed.  Oxoa.  1741.  Uujeu  t»p  atJ'fiu  ffvvtk* 
Bur.  Plat.  Lycurg.  p.  89.  Ed.  StepH.  StfwA&w  J'i  xaj  yt*(>  k.  t*  A. 
Plutarch.  Thcfcus.  p.  5.  Spe  alfo  i  Cor.  vii.  5 . 

*  ynwfK*  is  ufed  m  the  fame  feme  in-other  greek  writers.  Jletpjirnr 

—  yvm  9  PlptarcH,  Eomeri.  p.  1065.  Ed.  Steph.  Merxr 

ytiuffxvrrn  7 nr  ytyd/xt tptrttr.  Pojnpeins.  p.1182.  Ovid  alfo.  Cog- 
niu  Cyanee — Met.  Lib.  9.  451. . 

2  the 
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the  eaft,  we  are  come  to  pay  j  8  And  when  he  diimifled 
him  adoration.  |  them,  he  faid.  Go  to  Beth- 

3  At  theie  Words  king  He-  |  lehem,  and  make  the  moft 

rod  and  all  Jerufalem  were  1  diligent  enquiries  you  are 
ftruck  with  the  utmoft  con- 1  able  concerning  this  infant, 
fternation.  [and  when  you  have  found 

4  The  king  then  Imme-  [  him,  give  me  immediate 

diately  convoked  an  afiembly  I  information,  that  1  may  fly 
of  all  the  high  priefts  and  [  to  him,  and  join  with  you  int 
Jewilh  clergy,  and  anxioufly  [  mutual  adorations, 
interrogated  them  concerning  [  9  No  fooner  were  they 

the  place  where  the  Mel-  [  parted  from  the  king  and 
fiah  was  to  be  born.  |  begun  their  journey,  but  bc- 

5  They  told  him  that  the  [  hold  !  thd  luminous  ftar, 

place  deftined  for  his  nativity  I  which  they  had  feen  in  the 
was  Bethlehem  of  Judea-— [  eaft,  advanced  before  them 
for  it  was  exprefsly  mention-  I  —which  they  followed,  ’till 
ed  by  an  infpired  prophet  in  j  they  faj&Ut  fixed  over  the 
thefe  words,  j  houfe,  where  the  child  was. 

6  **  O  thou  Bethlehem  !  j  10  The  appearance  of  this 

thou  art  in  no  refpeft  infe-  [  ftar  *  filled  them  with  inex- 
riour  to  the  firft  and  moft  1  preflible  tranfport. 
renowned  cities  of  Judea t  for!  ir  Entering  therefore  the 
thou  (halt  give  birth  to  a  I  houfe,  to  which  it  had  di- 
great  prince,  whole  govern- 1  reded  them,  and  feeing  the 
ment  /hall  extend  over  my  J  child  and  his  mother,  they 
people  Ifrael.”  I  proftrated  themfelves  before 

7  The  king,  upon  hearing  I  him,  and  paid  him  homage: 
fo  plain  and  direo:  a  prop  he- 1  and  opening  their  treafures 
fy,  privately  fent  for  the  phi- 1  they  made  him  rich  pre- 
lofophers,  and  *  fifted  from  j  fents  %  con  lifting  of  gold, . 
them  the  exadt  time,  when  [  frankincenfe,  and  myrrh. 

the  ftar  firft  appeared  to  them  I  1 2  After  they  had  in  this 
in  their  country.  I  refpe&fut  manner  teftifled 

*  This  is  the  meaning  of  nxp/C&et.  By  his  enquiries  he  made  himfclf 
acquainted  with  the  exaB  time  that  the  ftar  firft  appeared,  in  order  thae 
he  might  perfeflly  know  the  age  of  the-innuit,  and  murder  all  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  his  age  in  the  town. 

4  This  ftar  muft  neceflarily  have  been  but  a  litde  above  their  heads : 
othemife  it  could  not  hare  indicated  to  the  Magians  a  particular  houfe. 

*  This  was  agreeable  to  the  oriental  cuftom,  which  obtains  universally 
in  the  eaft  to  this  day.  N'  ne  waits  upon  an  caftcrn  prince  without  a 

preftnt. 

3  2  their 
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their  fenfe  of  the  dignity  of 
his  perfon,  divine  providence 
gdmoniftied  them  in  a  dream 
not  to  go  back  to  Herod  — 
So  they  returned  into  their 
own  country  by  a  different 
road. 

13  After  their  departure, 
an  angel  of  God  appeared  to 
Jofeph  in  a  dream,  and  thus 
fpoke.  Rife  immediately — 
take  the  child  and  his  mother 

hafte  into  Egypt,  and  con¬ 
tinue  there,  ’till  I  give  thee 
notice  to  return — for  Herod 
is  going  to  make  ftridt  fearch 
for  the  infant,  and  intends  to 
murder  it. 

14  Routed  by  this  divine 
admonition  he  got  up 
took  his  wife  and  .the  infant 
in  the  night,  and  made  a 
precipitate  flight  into  E- 

gypt :  ■  • 

15  where  he  lived  till  He¬ 
rod’s  deceafe — So  that  one 
may  fitly  apply  to  him  an 
expreffion  of  one  of  the  pro¬ 
phets —  I  have  called  my  fbn 
out  of  Egypt. 

10  But  when  .Herod 
found  himfelf  deluded  and 
difappointed  by  tHe  philofo- 
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phers,  he  was  dreadfully  ex- 
afperated,  and  immediately 
fen t  aflafiiris  and  butchered 
all  the  infants,  that  were  not 
only  in  Bethlehem,  but  in  all 
its  fuirounds,  {paring  none 
that  were  two  years  old,  or 
under  that  age,  as  he  had 
accurately  examined  the  Ma- 
gians  concerning  the  age  of 
the  child. 

17  So  that  the  honours 
of  this  feene  exactly  corre- 
{ponded,  to  the  following  de- 
feription  of  a  like  mournful 
calamity,  that  occurs  in  the 
prophet  Jeremiah. 

.18  “A  loud  voice  of 
grief  was  heard  in  Rama, 
mrieks  and  cries  and  piercing 
lamentations.  Rachel  de¬ 
ploring  the  murder  of  her 
children,  and  quite  incon- 
folable  for  her  irreparable 
lois  f  ” 

a 

§ — iq  When  Herod  was 
dead,  the  Angel  of  God  ap¬ 
pearing  again  in  a  dream  to 
Jofeph, 

.  20  thus  accofted  him. 

a 

Rife  take  the-  babe  and 
his  mother,  and  return  into 
ffrael — -for  thofe  who  thijfted 


f  Let  it  fuffice,  once  for  all,  to  obferve,  that  the  writings  of  the  old 
Jewiih  prophets,  which  abound  in  fine  descriptions,  poetical  images, 
and  iubiime  di&ion,  wire  the  Clajftct  of  the  Utter  Jews,  and  in  the  iub- 
fequent  sees  all  their  .writers  afieded  altufions to  them,  borrowed  their 
images  ana  deicriptions,  and  very  often  cited  their  very  words,  whet* 
recording  any  event  or  circ  urn  fiance  that  happened  in  the  hifiory  of  the 
perfons  whole  lives  they  were  relating,  provided  it  was  limiiar  and  pa¬ 
rallel  to  one  that  happened  in  the  timet,  or  was  defer Ibed  in  the  books 
•f  the  antient  prophets. 

4 


for 
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for  the  infant’s  blood  are  now 
no  more. 

21  In  obedience  to  the 
divine  command,  therefore, 
he  returned  into  the  land  of 
Ifrael. 

22  Being,  however,  in¬ 
formed  that  Archelaus  was 
hisfucceflour  in  the  kingdom; 
he  was  afraid  to  approach 

J udea - in  con  fequence, 

therefore,  of  a  divine  admo¬ 
nition  he  retired  to  Galilee, 

23  and  lived  in  a  town 
called  Nazareth— by  this  cir- 
cumftance  verifying  the  pre¬ 
dial  ions  of  the  prophets,  that 
the  Mefiiah  Ihould  be  brought 
up  in  a  mean  and  inglorious 
obfeurity. 

CHAP.  m. 

■ 

i  TOURING  the  time 

JL-J  that  Jefus  lived  in 
this  private  retreat,  John  the 
Baptift  made  his  appearance, 
publilhing  this  folemn  pro¬ 
clamation  in  the  wildernefs  of 

J  udea, 

2  u  Repent,  for  the  king¬ 
dom  of  the  Mefiiah  is  juft  at 
hand !  ” 

3  This  is  that  extraordi¬ 
nary  per  ion,  who  is  defcribed 
in  a  paffage  of  the  prophet 
Efaian  in  chefe  words,  “  Hark! 
the  voice  of  a  public  crier  in 
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the  wildernefs.  Prepare  a  way 
for  the  Mefiiah,  make  an  eafy 
path  for  his  i'acred  fteps  !” 

4  John  affected  greatplain- 
nefs  in  his  drefs,  and  great 
fimplicity  and  aufterity  of 
manners,  wearing  a  gar¬ 
ment  made  of  camels  hair, 
tied  with  a  girdle  of  leather, 
and  his  food  was  locufts  and 
wild  honey. 

5  Immediately  upon  this 
public  proclamation  there 
flocked  to  him  vaft  crowds 
from  Jerufalem,  and  from  all 
Judea,  and  all  the  adjacent 
country  of  Jordan, 

6  and  they  were  all  baptiz¬ 
ed  by  him  in  Jordan,  making 
penitent  confefiion  of  their 
fins. 

7  In  that  vaft  concourfe 

that  reforted  to  his  baptifm 
were  mingled  great  numbers 
of  Pharilees  •  and  Sadducees, 
perfons  of  the  molt  abandon¬ 
ed  principles  and  characters 
— at  the  fight  of  whom  John 
broke  out  into  this  exclama¬ 
tion,  O  profligate  and  hypo¬ 
critical  wretches,  who  admo- 
nifhed  you  to  fhun  the  im¬ 
pending  calamities  *  ? 

8  If  you  come  hither  as 
profelled  peniten  ts,  fhow  the 
fincerity  and  genuinenels  of 
yourrepentance  by  agoodlife: 

9  And  do  not  value  your- 
feives  upon  having  Abraham 


t  John  refers  to  the  deltra?  on  of  Jerufalem  in  this  and  the  10th  and 
12th  verier. 

B  3  for 
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for  your  great  progenitor, 
for  God  is  able  even  from 
thcfe  (tones  to  form  a  race  of 
menu) finitely  more  worthy  of 
Abraham,  who  (hall  inherit 
his  virtues,  and  whole  lives 
(hall  refled:  dignity  upon  his 

charader. 

xo  The  ax  is  this  moment 
lying  at  the  tree’s  root— 
Every  tree  that  doth  not  bear 
good  fruit,  is  immediately  to 
pe.cut  down,  and  thrown  in¬ 
to  the  fire. 

nl  baptize  you  indeed 
only  with  water  in  order  to 
repentance*,  but  my  fuccef- 
iour  is  a  perfonage  of  in¬ 
finitely  greater  dignity,  to 
whom  I  am  not  worthy  to 
do  the  mean  eft  office— he  will 
baptize  you  with  the  holy 
fpirit  and  with  fire  k. 

12  With  his  fan  he  will 
winnow  and  thoroughly  clear 
"his  crops,  will  colled  and 
carefully  depolit  the  good 
grain  in  his  ftorehoufe,  but 
the  chaff  he  will  bum  up  and 
utterly  confume  with  fire  un¬ 
quenchable. 

.  $ — 13  At  that  time  Jefus 
alfo  takes  a  journey  from  Gar 
like  to  Jordan,  4nd  defires 
John  to  admsnifter;  the  office 
of  baptifm  to  him* 


14  But  John  refufed  his 
requeft,  allcdging  that  he 
himfelf  ought  rather  to  be 
baptized  by  a  perfqn  of  fuch 
fuperiour  dignity  and  emi¬ 
nence. 

15  To  thefe  remonftrances 
Jefus  replied,  “  1c  is  necef- 
fary  for  me  to  be  initiated  by 
this  ceremony  into  my  public 
miniftry,  and  incumbent  up¬ 
on  me  to  fet  before  men  an 
example  of  univerial  virtue” 

:  —Upon  this  John  admitted 

him. 

16  Jefus,  therefore,  being 
baptized  came  immediately 
out  of  the  water— and  be¬ 
hold  1  the  heavens  opened 
over  his  head,  and  the  fpirit 
of  God  defeended  with  the 
rapidity  of  a  dove,  and  retted 
upon  him. 

17  And  at  the  fame  time 
a  voice  ilTued  from  the  parted 
clouds  faying,  This  is  my 
beloved  Son,  the  amiable  ob- 
je&  of  my  affe&ion ! 

CHAP.  IV. 

1  COON  after  this  Jefus 

O  was  thrown  into  a  pro¬ 
phetic  trance,  and  was  in  a 
vifion  tranfported  into  the 
wildernefs  to  be  tempted  by 
the  devil 

«  where. 


b  See  AQm  it.  j.  4. 

1  All  this  pa&ge  in  ChHfl'i  Jiiftaiy  (hn  die  firft  Verfc  to  the  12th 

is  the  narratjveef*  vifion.  The  i&txeut  prophets  relate  vifion  ary  te- 
prefentatioas  as  hiflorical  fafts;  and  tht  being  tarritdby  tbt  farit  and 
hi  by  lit  Jfrrit  are  phnfit  that  very  ofte*  occur  in  the  prophets,  and 

fignify 


Chap.  iv.  fy  Matthew.  j 

2  where,  after,  having  fail-  j  8  The  devil  then,  he 

ed  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  j  thought,  transported  him  to 
and  being  excruciated  with  1  the  lummit  of  a  mountain  of 
hunger,  I  prodigious  height,  and  (hew- 

3  the  tempter,  as  he  j  ed  him  all  the  kingdoms  of 
thought,  came  to  him  and  j  the  world,  and  all  the  fplen- 
laid,  “  Since  thou  art  the  (on  j  dour  and  magnificence  of 
of  God,  convert  thefc  (tones  I  them : 

into  bread/*  I  9  then  turned  to  him  and 

4  To  whom  Jefus  replied  J  faid,  “  All  thefc  extenfive 
in  the  words  of  Scripture,  j  and  populous  countries  I  witt 
“  The  animal  life  of  man  I  give  thee,  if  thou  wilt  pro* 
may  be  i'uftained  not  by  food  I  ftrate  thyfelf,  and  pay  me 
only,  but  by  any  other  means  j  religious  adoration.1* 

that  the  will  of  God  (hall  fee  I  10  To  which  propofal 

proper  to  appoint  ”  j  Jefus  anfwered  with  indig* 

5  The  devil  then,  he  j  nation,  “  Thou  wicked  ad- 
thought,  conveyed  him  thro'  j  verfary  !  depart  from  me 
the  air  to  Jerufalem,  and  j  —for  the  infpired  'word  of 
placed  him  on  one  of  the  bat- 1  truth  fays,  **  Thou  lhalt  wor- 
tlements  of  the  temple1,  j  (hip  and  obey  no  other  being 

6  and  laid  to  him,  “  Since  j  but  the  fupreme  God  and 
thou  art  the  Media  h  throw  J  governour  of  all.” 

thyfelf  down  j  for  the  Scrip- 1  1 1  Upon  this,  he  thought, 

turc  fays,  “  Angels  (hall  be  I  the  devil  left  him,  and  that 
appointed  to  protect  thee,  I  angels  came  and  fupplied  hint 
they  Ihall  fupport  thee,  and  I  with  refrelhment. 
prevent  thee  from  being!  §—12  When  Jefus  was 
dallied  in  pieces/*  J  informed  that  John  was  im- 

7  Jefus  replied,  “  There  j  prifoned,  he  retired  into 
is  another  feripture  which  (ays,  I  Galilee  1 

Thou  (halt  not  infult  God’s  I  ‘  13  and  leaving  Nazareth, 

providence  by  rufliihg  into  1  he  refided  in  Capernaum,  a 

danger.”  1 

fignify  an  ideal  and  fccnical  exhibition  of  images  upon  the  mind  of 
the  entranced  prophet.  See  a  Umiiar  inftance  to  this  in  Virgil  AEneid 
Lib.  3.  146—173. 

k  As  in  the  cafe  of  Meftty  Exod.xxiv.  18.  and  of  Elijah,  1  Kings 

xix.  8. 

1  Of  what-  a  ftupendous  height  this  was  fee  Jofeph.  Ant.  19.  Lib.  15. 
Ch.  it.  4  5.  See  alfo  Strait,  p.  762.  Par  it*  and  Dim  Cajfiui,  Tom.  I. 

p.  1 2f.  Rtimar* 

B  4  maritime 
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m 

maritime  town  in  the  con-j  19  he  faid  to  them,  Fol- 
fines  of  Zabulon  and  Neph-  J  low  me,  and  I  will  teach  you 
thalim.  |  an  higher  and  nobler  occupa- 

14  So  that  to  the  refi-jtion,  not  to  catch  fifties,  but 
dcnce  of  the  Melliah  in  this  I  nicn  “. 

in  ■> 

country  one  may  with  great!  20  Upon  this  invitation, 
propriety  adapt  the  following!  they  left  their  nets  irnmedi, 
pafiage  in  the  prophet  Efaiah,  j  ately,  and  followed  him 

15  “O  thou  country  of  Za-j  21  Advancing  farther  he 
,bulon  and  Nephthalim,  feat- 1  faw  two  other  brothers,  John 
ed  on  the  fea  Ihore  beyond  |  and  James,  the  Sons  of  Ze- 
Jordan;  thou  Galilee  on  the  I  bedee,  who  were  now  with 
borders  of  the  Heathens,  I  their  father  in  the  veflel, 

16  thine  inhabitants,  who!  mending  their  nets— them  he 
had  long  been  involved  in  I  alio  invited  to  this  great  and 
darkpefs,  faw  at  once  the  J  important,office. 

.chearing  beams  of  divine!  22  And  they  in  like  man- 
light  bur  ft  upon  them,  which  I  ner  immediately  left  their  fa¬ 
il  dpel  led  from  thy  regions,  I  ther  and  the  veflel,  and  obey- 
the  lhades  of  that  denfe  and]  ed  his  authoritative  call, 
uncomfortable  obicurity  that  I  23  Attended  with  thefe 
once  covered  them.”  I  perfons  Jefus  travelled  over 

j  7  Here  it  was  that  Jefus  |  all  Galilee,  inftru&ing  men 
.  firft  entered  upon  his  public  I  in  the  places  appointed  for 
roiniftry,  and  began  openly  to  j  public  worlhip,  and  every 
.exhort  men  to  repent  and  re- j  where  proclaiming  the  good 
form  their  lives,  affuring  I  news  of  the  fpeedy  ereftion 
them  that  the  kingdom  of  the  j  of  the  Mefliah's  kingdom, 
Meffiah,  would  very  fpon  be  I  and  healing  every  difeaie  and 
erected.  I  diftemper  with  which  the  in- 

§ — 1 8  A  s  Jefus  was  walk- 1  habitants  of  that  country  were 
ing  along  the  fea  Ihore  of  Ga-  j  opprefled. 
lilee,  he  faw  two  brothers,!  24  The  fame,,  therefore, 
whole  names  were  Simon  I  of  his  miraculous  cures  was 
(afterwards  called  Peter)  and  foon  divulged  thro*  all  Syria, 
Andrew,  who  werefiihermen,  J  and  they  brought  to  him  front 
and  happened  then  to  be  caft.  j  all  parts  lick  and  difeafed  per- 
ing  a  net  into  the  fea,  .  !  Tons  labouring  under  a  variety 


*  that  it,  recover  a  degenerate  world  fr^ra  vice  and  miiery- 

J 

of 


v 


Chap.  v. 


by  Matthew. 


9 


of  the  mofl  obftinatc  and  in- 

of 


curable  diftcmpe 
mad%  lunatic,  and  paralytic 
cafes — and  he  inltantaneoufly 
reftored  them  all  to  perfect 
eafe  and  health. 

25  And  vaft  crowds  fol¬ 
lowed  him  out  of  Galilee, 
and  Decapolis,  and  Jerula- 
lem,  and  Judea,  and  out  of 
the  countries  beyond  the  Jor¬ 
dan. 


CHAP,  V. 

■ 

x  OEE1NG  fuch  a  nume- 
rous  concourfe  of  peo¬ 
ple  around  him,  he  afcend- 
ed  a  mountain,  and  fitting 
down,  his  dilciples  collected 
themfelves  in  a  body  near  his 
perfon. 

2  He  then  with  great  lo- 

lemnity  inftruCted  them  in  the 
doftrines  of  his  religion  in 
the  following  dilcourie : 

3  Happy  are  thofe  who  are 
endowed  with  true  humility 

•for  fuch  are  properly  dif- 
pofed  for  the  reception  of  the 
gofpel. 

4  Happy  are  thofe  who 
lament  with  unfeigned  con¬ 
trition  the  vices  ana  errors  of 
their  paft  lives— -for  they  ihall 
be  comforted  with  the  cheat¬ 
ing  promifes  of  the  gofpel. 


£  Happy  are  thofe  whp 
are  po  fie  fled  with  a -mild  and 
inoffenfi ve  difpofltion  —  .for 
they  Ihall  be  enricKed  with 

the  greateft  happinefs  this 
world  can  fumifh. 

6  Happy  are  thofe  whole 
minds  are  inflamed  with  a 
facred  ardour  to  attain  uni- 
verfal  virtue! — their  enlarged 
and  generbUs  defires  Ihall  be 
fatisfied. 

7  Happy  are  thofe  who 


are  truly  camp; 
charitable— -that 


which  they  exprefs  towards 
their  follow1  creatures  Ihall 
be  abundantly  recompenfcd 
to  them. 

8  Happy:  are  the  fincerely 
virtuous — they  ihall  be  ad¬ 
mitted  to  the  blifsful  vifkm 

of  God. 

9  Happy  are  thofe  who 
conftantly  ftudy  to  promote 
harmony  and  peace  among 
mankind— they  (hall  be  cal¬ 
led  the  Sons  of  God. 

10  Happy  are  thofe  who 
fuffer  perfecution  for  Religion 
and  the  rights  of  confcience 
with  inflexible  patience  and 
fortitude  —  their  victorious 
conftancy  ihall  be  compen- 
fated  with  a  fuperior  degree 
of  future  blefiednefc. 


»  damniae  and  mad  were  rnong  the  Jews  fynonymou*  terms- :  for  a 
proof  of  this  fee  John  x.  20.  At  is  pcjjijjid  with  a  daemon  and  is  mad. 

'  •  Inbtriting  the  earth  feems  *0  have  been  a  phrafe  among  the  Jews  de¬ 
noting  all  happinefs  in  general. 

11  Happy 
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11  Happy  are  you,  when  1  14  You  I  fhall  com  >  1 1  r .  on 

for  your  unfhaken  attach*  I  and  appoint  to  ciiftutc  the 
•mcnt  to  my  religion  men  I  light  of  the  goipei  among 
ifcall  offer  you  every  infultl  mankind — upon  you  there - 
and  indignity,  (hall  load  you  1  fore  the  preachers  of  this  new 
with  odious  names  and  inju-g  difpenfation  the  eyes  of  men 
rious  reproaches,  and  when]  will  be  fixed,  anti  your  con- 
their  implacable  virulence  j  dud  can  no  more  be  hid  from 
againft  you  fhall  be  fuch  as]  the  infpe&ion  of  men  than  a 
lhall  prompt  them  knowing- 1  city  erected  on  the  fummit  of 
ly  to  violate  the  moft  facred  1  an  hill. 

truth  in  afberfing  your  mo-i  15  As  a  lamp  is  placed  on 
ral  characters  and  profef  |  fome  confpicuous  eminence 
lion*  I  that  all  the  houie  may  enjoy 

1 2  Amidft  fuch  perfecut- 1  its  ufeful  light, 

ing  rage  and  violence  inftead  I  16  fo  in  like  manner  let 
or  being  deje&ed  and  dif- 1  your  examples  fhine  before 
pirited,  exult  in  .unbounded  I  men  with  that  pure  and  fa- 
tranfports  of  joy  and  triumph,  |  cred  luftre,  that  all  who  are 
for  heaven  will,  bellow  a  glo-'j  wicnefles  of  your  daily  con- 
rious  palm  upon  your  con- I  verfation,  feeing  the  genuine 
ftancy — the  moft  eminent  of  I  piety  and  integrity  of  your 
the  prophets  underwent  the  I  lives,  may  be  powerfully  ex¬ 
fame  cruel  fufierings  and  per- 1  cited  to  embrace  your  reii- 
fecutions  to  which  you  willlgion  and  glorify  your  hea- 
be  fubie&ed.  I  venly  father. 

13  You,  who  are  foon  to  I  17  Do  not  think  that  the 
commence  the  public  teach- 1  deiign  of  my  coming  into  the 
ers  of  my  religion,  ought  to  |  worm  is  to  abrogate  the  law 
be  the  fait  of  the  earth  to  I  of  Moles,  and  the  prophets 
preierve  it  from  corruption :  I  —1  am  only  come  to  lbpply 
you  ought  therefore  to  exer- 1  their  deficiencies,  and  to  give 

■  cife  the  greateft  vigilance  over  j  mankind  a  more  complete 
your  moral  chara&ers  and  |  and  perfect  fyftem  of  morals, 
condutt :  for  with  what  face  i  18  For  1  tell  you  that  the 
can  you  reprove  men  for  their  I  precepts  of  morality  are  of 
vices  if  you  are  guilty  of  the  !  eternal  and  immutable  obli- 
feme— you  will  lofe  your  ufe- 1  gation,  and  their  power  and 
fulnefs,  and  will  render  your- 1  efficacy  (hall  never  be  relax- 
felves  the  mpft  worth  left  and  1  ed .  or  annulled,  while  the 
defpicable  of  men.  I  wo^ld  endures. 

19  Whofbever 
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iQ  Whofbever,  therefore,  |  22  But  1  fay  to  You  that 

fhall  attempt,  in  his  public  j  whoever  fhall  indulge  caujfer 

inftrudions  to  releafe  men  1  lefs  and  unprovoked  refent- 

from  their  obligations  to  the  I  mentagainft  his  chriftian  bro- 

moft  trivial  branch  of  moral  J  ther,  fhall  be  punifhed  with 

duty,  lofes  all  pretcnfions  to  I  a.  feverity  fimibar  to  what  is 

the  character  of  a  well  in- !  inflided  by  the  court  cf  judg* 

ftru&ed  chriftian.  But  who-  I  mtnt — he  who  fhall  fuffer  his 

■ 

foever  fhall  ftrenuoufly  incul-  J  paffions  to  tranfport  him  to 
cate  the  injundions  of  mora-  I  greater  extravagancies,  jfo  as 
lity,  and  his  life  be  an  orna- 1  to  make  his  chriftian  brother 
ment  to  his  inftrudions,  this  I  the  objed  of  derifion  and  con- 
per  ion  fhall  be  accounted  to  tempt,  fhall,  be  exposed  to  a 
nave  refleded  the  greaoeft  pumfhment  JtiU  fevercr,  cor- 
honour  upon  my  religion.  refponding  to  what  the  cotm- 

20  For  1  a  flu  re  you,  un~  dl  impofeth— -But  he  who 
lefs  by  the  fuperiour  holinefs  fhall  load  his  fellow  chriftian 
of  your  lives  you  do  greater  with  odious  names  and  ahu¬ 
ll  onour  to  the  Chriftian,  than  five  language,  fhall  incur  the 
the  Scribes  and  Phariiees  do  fevereft  degree  of  all  punifh- 
to  the  Jewilh,  religion,  you  ments,  adequate  to  that  of 
will  not  be  deemed  proper  being  burnt  alive  in  the  vab 
fubjeds  of  the  Mefliah*s  king-  ley  of  Hinnom 

dom.  2 3  For  fuch  is  the  amiable 

21  How  far  my  religion  temper  anddifpofljrion  I  would 
is  deflgned  to  exalt  and  dig-  have  my  followers  to  culri* 
nify  human  nature,  and  to  vatc,  that  if  any  of  you  are 
advance  morality  to  a  purity  going  immediately  to  per- 
and  fublimity  unknown  to  form  an  ad  of  religious  wor- 
former  difpenfations,  learn  fhip,  and  happen,  juft  before 
from  the  following  inftances  the  rime,  to  recoiled  that 
-—You  know  that  God  pro-  you  have  offended  your  bro- 
hibited  murder  to  the  antient  ther  by  feme  part  of  your 
Jews  under  pain  of  death.  condud  towards  him  * 

f  The  judgment  and  council  were  count  of  judicature  among  the  Jews. 
The  judgment  took  cognisance  of  common  petty  cafes,  and  conld  inflift 
but  /light  punUhments.  The  council  was  a  more  augeft  and  venerable 
court,  and  inflated  greater,  fly  images  taken  from  thefe  Jewilh  courts 
are  the  different  degrees  of  fat-re  punUnment  reprefen  ted.  The  judgment 
denotes  the  loweft  degree :  the  coimtil  an  higher :  the  n/allejt  of  Junnom  the 
higheft.  Sec  Lamy  introd.  b;  ilk.  Vol.  i.  p.  370. 

24  hefitate 
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44  helitate  not  a  moment  j  guilty  of  the  crime  of  adul- 
—  leave  your  public  devo-  I  tery  : 
lions  unperformed  —  fly  to  I  29  For  fuch  is  the  chaftitv 
thy  brother — be  reconciled  I  and  purity,  which  the  chril- 
to  him— let  all  differences  be  I  tian  law  indifpenfably  re- 
compofed,  and  mutual  har-  I  quires,  that  every  carnal  ap> 
mony  be  perfectly  reftored,  I  petite,  which  gratified  would 
and  then  approach  God’s  I  lead  men  to  fin  and  everlaft- 
houfe— otherwife  all  thy  fo-  I  ing  perdition,  mu  ft  be  fub- 
lemn  public  addrefies  to  hjm  |  duetf,  with  whatever  reluc- 
■will  be  repulfed.  I  tance  it  is  done. 

25  The  conlequences  of  I  30  Every  vice,  therefore, 

mens  violent  refentments,  if  j  to  which  a  man  hath  long 
Hot  prevented  in  their  firft  I  been  habituated,  and  for 
rife,  are  often  dreadful  and  |  which  by  repeated  indul- 
deplorable.  Endeavourthere-  I  gence  he  hath  contracted  the 
fore,  by  the  moft  mild  and  I  ftrongeft  inclinations,  mult 
conciliating  manners  to  fof-  I  be  eradicated  from  the  mind, 
ten  and  allay  the'  fury  of  an  [  tho*  the  expulfion  of  it  fhould 
adverfary,  before  he  proceed  I  be  with  the  lame  torture  and 
to  the  moft  unhappy  extre-  I  regret  that  the  cutting  out  an 
mities. '  I  eye,  or  the  taking  off  an 

26  If  thou  art  too  proud  ]  hand,  would  occafion. 

to  make  any  conceflions,  and  j  3 1  On  feveral  accounts  you 
forbeareft  to  foften  his  anger  I  know  alfo  that  the  law  per- 
by  lenity  and  condefcenfion,  I  pitted  divorces, 
he  will  infiidt  iipdn  you  that  I  32  But  I  fay  unto  you,  that 
mifery,  which  by  an  early  I  whofoever  lhall  repudiate  his 
reconciliation  you  'might  have  I  wife,  except  for  adultery,  is 
prevented— but  from  which  I  highly  criminal,  in  both  cauf- 
you  will  not  efcape,  ’till  you  |  ing  her,  whom  he  hath  thus 
have  fully  glutted  his  re- 1  difmifled,  and  him,  who 
venge.  J  may  afterwards  marry  her,  to 

§ — 27  You  know  the  law  |  be  guilty  of  adultery, 
prohibits  adultery :  I  § — 33  Again,  the  law 

28  But  I  tell' you,  that  1  deterred  men  from  perjury 
whoever  looks  upon  a  wo-  j  by  declaring  the  indifpenla- 
man  with  libidinous  thoughts  j  ble  obligation  of  thofe  oaths, 
and  defires,  tho*  his  iricuna- 1  for  che  performance  of  which 
tions  are  not  produced  into  I  they  had  lolemnly  appealed 
open  a&ions,  is  in  his  mind  I  to  6od. 

I  34  But 
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34  But I  command  youjo 
refrain  from  all  oaths  what- 

foever — co  make  no  dired 
appeals  to  btavms  fince  that 
is.  in  effect  invoking  God  to 
be  witnefs  of  your  .appeals— 
fince  heaven  is  his  throne. 

35  Neither  fwear  by  the 
earth,  fince  this  is  fw  earing 
by  his  footftool — nor  by  Je-; 
rufalem,  fince  this  Iikewife  is 
fwearing  by  him  who  hath 
fixed  his  temple  and  worihip 
there. 

.  36  Neither  fwear  by  thine 
head,  for  this  is  alfo  an  indi¬ 
rect  appeal  to. the  great  Crea- 
tour,  whofe  original  efta- 
blillied  lavrs  thy  will  and 
power  cannot  alter  in  the 
leaft  inftance — in  even  chang¬ 
ing  a  fingle  hair  of  thine  head 
into  white  or  black. 

37  But  let  your  converfa- 
tion  be  concluded  with  the 
greateft  plainnefs  and  inno¬ 
cence— ufmg  only  a  fimple 
affirmation,  or  denial— for 
all  luperfluous  afleverations 
are  neither  innocent,  nor  flow 
from  a  good  principle. 

§ — —3 8  The  law  Iikewife 
gave  a  fandion  .to  the  reta¬ 
liation  of' evil,’  and  awarded, 
That  he  who  had  iriflided 
any  injury  upon  the  perfon 
of  another,  ffiould  fuftcr  the 
lame  injury  in  his  own. 

33  But  the  gofpel  is  de- 


THEW.  IJ 

ifigned  to  harmonize  mens 
'tempers  and  difpofitions,  to 
endow  them  with  a  different 
ipirit,  and.  to  teach  them  ra¬ 
ther  to  fubmit  to  injurious 
treatment,  than  requite  it  by- 
[  revenge. 

40  Chriftianity  alfo  re*. 
■  quires  you  rather  to  recede 
’from  your. right  in  fmall  mat¬ 
ters  than  contend  for  it  in 
litigious  and  quarrelfome  law- 
fuics. 

41  And  wholoever  (hall 
compel  you  by  threats  or 
violence  to  carry  a  burden 
for  him  a  mile,  rather  fub- 
mic  to  his  unreafonable  de¬ 
mands  and  go  two,  than  fuf- 
fer  yourfelves;  to  be  tranfpor- 
ted  into  a  lit  of  vehement 
1  paffion  and  rage,  and  by  fury 
[and  violence  diihonour  the 
genuine  principles  of  your 
religion. 

42  Chcrilh  the  kindefl:  af¬ 
fections  towards  your  fellow 
creatures  —  refufe  not  your 
charity  and  affiftance  to  thole, 
who  folicit  it  from  you,  and 

'  be  not  unwilling  to  lend  to 
!thofe,  who  are  under  a  ne- 
ceffiry  of  borrowing. 

§ — 43  Finally,  the  law 
inculcated  upon  men  the  love 
;of  their  neighbours,  but  al¬ 
lowed  them  to  hate  their  ene- 

« 

:  mies  \ 


»  Sylla’s  Epitaph  was  this.  Ovr*  top  ztxuv  t it  avn v  *.v  -rotm,  #vt« 

Toy  K4X0(>  i/ffiptC aA(T9.  Plutarch.  Sylla.  p.  870.  Ed,  Steph.  Gr. 

44  But 
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44  But  the  CHriftian  reli¬ 
gion  infills  upon  a  different 
temper  and  conduCfc,  and  re¬ 
quires  its  profefibrs  to  love 
their  enemies-— to  fpeak  wefl 
of  thofe,  who  load  us  with 
execrations —  to  do  friendly 
offices  to  thofe,  who  difcover 
die  greateft  malevolence  to¬ 
wards  us,  and  to  return  the 
calumnies  and  abufe  of  thofe, 
who  injurioufly  aiperfe  and 
perfecute  us,  with  prayer. 

45  By  the  culture  of  chefe 
benevolent  principles  which 
my  religion  enjoins,  you  will, 
in  die  higheft  degree,  of  which 
your  natives  are  capable,  af- 
fimilate  yourfelves  to  the  Di¬ 
vine  character,  who  makes  his 
fun  to  rife,  and  his  rain  to 
foil,  upon  good  and  bad,  with¬ 
out  dtftinccion. 

4 6  For  where  is  your  me¬ 
rit  in  loving  thofe,  whom 
you  are  penuaded  will  re¬ 
turn  your  love  ?  »— Perfons  of 
the  moft  abandoned  cha¬ 
racters  z£t  in  this  manner. 

4y  And  what  fiipcriour  vit* 
Hue  do  you  dilplay  in  lavilh- 
Mig  your  benevolence  only1 
upon  your  friends  ?  —This  is 
no  more  than  what  even  the 
moft  profligate  vqrecehes  do. 
48  But  it  is  incismbetttupon 


copftantly  endeavouring  to 
acquire  as  near  a  relemblance 
to  his  confummatc  benevo¬ 
lence  and  goodnefs,  as  the 
imperfection  of  your  natures 
will  admit. 


your 


er  attainments  in  all  moral 
excellence,  and  to  make  the 
perfect  character  of  the  Deity 
the  objeCt.  of  your  imitation. 


CHAP.  VI. 

1  TN  the  diftribution  of 

«  charity  fliun  all  often- 
tation — for  if  your  benefi¬ 
cence  be  founded  in  nothing 
better  than  a  defire  to  attract 
the  notice  of  mankind,  it  will 
not  be  rewarded  by 
heavenly  father. 

a  When  you  therefore  re¬ 
lieve  perfons  in  diftrefs,  do 
not  imitate  the  vain  parade, 
which  hypocrites  ufually  af- 
feCfc,  in  ordering  a  trumpeter 
to  walk  before  them,  and  to 
make  a  proclamation  in  theo- 
penftreetsand  in  places  of  re¬ 
ligious  worfhip,  that  you  are 
going  to  give  away  fuch  a 
ram  in  puolick  charity— fuch 
a  condud  may  grin  the  ap- 
plaufe  o£  men,  which  is  its 
great  ami  foie  objeCt,  but  the 
approbation  of  God  it  will 
never  fecure. 

3  But  let  thy  charity  be 
given  in  filence  and  fecrefy, 
andchy  left  hand  be  a  ft  ran- 


ou  to  rife  to  higher  and  no-  Mger  to  the  kindnefs  that  thy 

•  «  11  ’  •  If  •  m  .  m  1  «  1 » /•  f 


right  hand*  is  difpenfiog. 

4  For  tho*  thy  liberality 
cfcapes  the  notice  of  men, 
yt ;  an  omnUcient  God  is  a 

witnefe 
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witncfs  of  it :  and  thofe  z&s 
of  compaflion,  which  thou 
concealed:  from  the  world, 
will  one  day  be  proclaimed 
in  the  moll  public  manner. 

§ — 5  In  your  addreffes  to 
God  guard  againft  thofe  often- 
tatious  airs  of  devotion  which 
hypocrites  afTume  in  order 
to  be  admired  as  mirrours  of 

hcavenly-mindednefs ;  Hand¬ 
ing  up  and  praying  in  the 

moft  confpicuous  places  inthe 
fynagogues,  and  uttering  loud 
ftrains  of  an  affected  piety  at 
the  corners  of  crowded  ftreets, 
merely  to  attract  mens  atten¬ 
tion —  The  gratification  of 
their  vanity  from  a  deluded 
multitude  fhall  be  the  only 
reward  they  fhall  receive. 

6  But  when  thou  prayed, 
withdraw  from  the  view  of 
the  world— fhut  thyfelf  up 
in  privacy  and  filence— and 
with  a  devout  heart  and  fer¬ 
vent  aft'e&ioris  pour  out  thy 
devotions  to  that  Being  who 
is  prefent  with  thee  in  all  thy 
retirements,  and  who  will  at 
the  general  refurredtion  pub- 
lickJy  reward  the  filcnt  fin- 
cerity  of  thy  undiflembled 
piety. 

7  Think  not  the  defign 
of  prayer  is  by  the  dint  of 
importunity  to  tea?e  the 
Deity  into  a  compliance  with 
our  requefts— Carefully  avo'd 
therefore  the  errour  of  the 
heathens,  who  think  that  fie 


jfupreme  Being  can  be  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  by  enthufiaftie 
clamours,  and  a  coirihan c 
unvaried  repetition  of  noify 

expreffions. 

8  Imitate  not  in  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  devotion,  a  con¬ 
duit  fo  erroneous  and  ab- 
fund :  for  the  indulgent  Pa¬ 
rent  of  'mankind  pcife&Iy 
knows  your  Hate  and  eon* 

dition,  and  the  bleffings  that 
will  be  moft  proper  for  you 
before  you  folicit  him  to  be¬ 
dew  them. 

9  In  order  to  guard  you 
from  miftakes  in  this  impor¬ 
tant  concern  I  will  propofe  the 
following  as  a  model  for  your 
devotions —O  Thou  great 
gpvernour  and  parent  of  ani- 
verfal  nature— who  manifeft- 
eft  thy  gldry  to  the  blefTed  in¬ 
habitants  or  heaven — may  all 
thy  rational  creatures  in  all 
the  parts  of  thy  boundleis 
dominion  be  happy  in  the 
knowledge  of  thy  exigence 
and  providence,  and  cele¬ 
brate  thy  perfections  in  a. 
manner  molt  worthy  thy  na¬ 
ture  and  perfe&ive  of  their 
ownl 


io  May  the  glory  of  thy 
moral  government  be  ad¬ 
vanced,  and. the  great  laws 
of  it  be  more  generally  obey¬ 
ed— May  the-  inhabitants  of 
this  world  pay  as  chearfol  A 
fubmiflion  and  as  conftant  an 
obedience  to  thy  will,  as  the 

happy 
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happy  (pints  do  in  the  regi- 1  nefs  of  others  the  condition 
on  a  of  immortality —  I  of  the  divine  forgivenels :  for 

1 1  As  thou  haft  hitherto  [  ifyou  pardon  the  crimes  and 
xnoft  mercifully  fupplied  our  I  offences  of  your  fellow  crea- 
wants,  deny  us  not  the  ne-  I  tures,  the  divine  mercy  will 
cefiaries  and  conveniences  of  I  forgive  you. 
life,  while  thou  art  pleafed  I  1 5  But  if  you  addrefs  God 
to  continue  us  in  it r—  -  I  with  a  mind  lull  of  irrecon- 
,  1 2  Pardon  the  numerous  I  cileable  enmity  againft  your 
errours  and  (ins,  which  we  1  brethren  for  the  faults  and 
have  been  guilty  of  towards  I  foibles  they  have  been  guilty 
thee  *,  as  we  freely  forgive  [  of  towards  you,  the  prayers 
ynd  erafe  from  our  hearts  the  I  you  offer  will  in  like  manner 
injuries  that  our  fellow  crea-  I  be  repulfcd,  and  God  will 
tures  have  done  to,u^-  I  not  pardon  the  crimes  you 

13  Suffer  no  temptation  [have  committed  againft  him. 
to  aflault  us  too  powerful  for  1  § — 16  When  you  keep  are- 
the  frailty  of  our  natures  and  I  iigiousfaft,  guard  againft  that 
the  imperfection  of  our  vir- I  affected  gloom  and  melancholy 
tue — but  in  all  our  trials  may  I  which  hypocrites  alfume  on 
thine  almighty  aid  interpofe  jTuch  an  occafion  —  for  they 
and  refeue  us  from  vice  and  Idiftort  and  charge  their  fea- 
ruin — Thefe  requefts  we  ad-  I  tures  with  folemn  and  fanfti- 
drefs  unto  thee,  for  thou  art  I  monious  grimace,  that  men 
pofTeffed  of  •  power  which  I  may  be  ftruck  with  admi- 
enables  thee  to  fuccour,  and  |  ration  at  the  religious  aufte- 
of  goodnefs,  which  difpofes  I  rities  they  praCtife — Buc  be 

thee  to  befriend  gll  thy  crea- 1  affured  that  the  praife  of  men 
tures— and  thefe  thy  glorious  I  Ihall  be  the  only  reward  they 
perfections  will  continue  im-  I  (hall  aoquire. 
mutable,  and  be  the  ob- 1  17  On  the  contrary,  when 

jedts  of  praife  and  adoration  I  you  faft,  ftudy  no  finguiari- 
throughouc  all  the  ages  of  I  ties  of  look  and  gait,  but  ap- 
eternity  1  Amen  |  I- pear  among  men  in  your  ufu- 

14  Obferve,  that  in  this  I  al  dreft  and  chearfuliieft. 
prayer  I  make  your  forgive-  | 

A 

r  Evtwt4r  AfTot*  figdifies  common  necedarics  through  fuiftqutnt  life. 
E Vntlt  wrtfAf  the  lubftque&t  day,  Plutarch  Cato  Jun.  p*  (451  Edit. 
Steph.  ma  Adi  vii.  *6.  •  We  learn  fom  Ariftophanes  that  it  was  ctif- 
tomary  for  the  Athenian  ladies  to  fwear,  nfMpar.  Ariftoph, 

p.  690.  Edit.  Amftci.  1670,  &  ^abex  in  loc. 

18  Studying 
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1 8  Studying  to  recom-j  telledual  powers  will  be  loft 
mend  yourftlves  not  to  men  J  in  the  lhades  of  erroor.  Should 
but  to  God,  before  whofej  thy  reafon  itfelf,  therefore,  be 
eye  all  the  recefles  of  the  foul  1  thus  obfcured,  in  what  dread- 
are  open,  and  who  will  pub- 1  ful  darkneJs  muft  thy  whole 
lickly  reward  fincere  virtue,  I  mind  be  involved ! 
tho*  excrcifed  in  the  moftob-'j  24  As  it  is  impoffible  for 
feu  re  retreat.  I  a  fervant  to  lOve  two  mafters 

§ — 19  My  religion  is  de- 1  of  quite  different  difpofitions 
figned  to  raife  mens  affections  J  and  tempers  with  equal  af¬ 
ro  higher  and  nobler  objefts  j  feftion*  for  ohe  will  necefla- 
than  this  world  fumifhes.  j  rily  be  the  object  of  his  ef- 
Strive  nor,  therefore,  with  !  teem  and  regard,  and  the 
infinite  care  and  anxiety  to  j  other  of  his  averfion  and  con- 
accumulate  immenfe  treasures  1  tempt— fo  no  perion  can  at  the 
of  earthly  riches,  which  are.!  fame  time  be  a  truly  religious 
perpetually  liable  to  many  I  and  good  chriftian,  while  his 
accidents,  and  which  are  in  I  heart  is  enflaved  to  fordid  ava- 
their  nature  tranfitory  and  I  rice  and  worldly-mindednefs. 
perifhing.  I  25  I  command  you,  there- 

20  Buc  let  it  be  your  prin- 1  fore,  to  fupprefs  all  immo- 

cipal  concern  to  acquire  ce- 1  derate  defires  of  earthly  plea- 

leftial  riches — -which  no  cala- 1  fures  and  indulgences,  and 
mities  can  poffibly  injure,  or  j  not  to  be  foliicitous  and  un- 
eternity  itfelf  ever  exhauft.  I  eafy  how  you  fhall  gratify 

2 1  It  is  of  the  greateft  im-  j  your  appetites— what  re- 
portance  thac  your  affections  j  pafts  will  give  you  the  molt 
be  properly  placed,  for  the  j  pleafure  ■  what  liquors 

.  mind  is  loon  governed  by  its  ]  the  mod  exquifite  fenfations 
:  predominant  inclinations,  and  j  — and  what  apparel  will  add 
where  the  treafure  is,  there  I  the  mod  elegance  and  grace 
the  heart  is  centered.  I  to  your  performs — For  is  not 

22  Reafon  is  to  the  foul,  I  life  of  infinitely  greater  worth 

what  the  eye  is  to  the  body  I  than  all  the  refinements  of 
—If  thy  reafon  be  preferred  I  luxury,  and  a  good  confti- 
-ftrong  and  clear,  thy  moral  1  tution  of  unfpeatcablc  greater 
difpofitions  will  be  maintain-  value  than  the  mod  fumptu- 
■<d  in  their  proper  harmony,  ous  robes !  ■  • 

and  order.  26  Contemplate  the  fowls 

23  But  if  the  eye  of  reafon  — they  haye  no  fields  to  fow, 
be  fuffufed  with  prejudice,  .or  no  crops  to  reap,  no  barns 

^injured  by  vice,  all  thin'  in-  to  fill— and  yet  the  great  pa- 

Vol.  I.  C  rent 
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rent  of  nature  fupplies  them 
with  food — Since  then  the 
fowls  make  no  anxious  pro- 
vifion  for  them  (elves,  ought 
ye,  whom  God  hath  formed  \ 
rational  and  intelligent  be- 
ings,  to  debafe  the  fuperiour 
dignity  of  your  nature  by  a 
reftlefs  paffion  for  fenfpal  en¬ 
joyments  ? 

2  7  Such  anxiety  is  as  ab- 
furd  as  it  is  impious — for  by 
the  exertion  of  all  your  care 
you  cannot  add  a  moment  to; 
the  original  period  afiigned' 
to  human  life*' 

28  Survey  with  attention; 
the  lillies  of  the  field,  and! 
learn  from  them 
coming  it  i$|  for  rational! 
creatures  to  cherifh  a  folici-; 
tous  pafiion  for  gaiety  and’ 
drefs — for  they  fuftain  no  la- ; 
botir,  they  efoploy  no  cares! 
to  adorn  tnemfelves : 

29  and  yet  are  cloathed 
with  fuch  inimitable  beauty, 
as  the  richeft  rr^onarch,  in  the 
richeft  drefs,  never  equalled. 

30  Since  then  Qod  lavUhes 
fuch  a  variety  of  ftriking  co¬ 
lours  upon  a  tranfient,  fbort- 
lived  flower  *  ought  ye,  whoi 
are  creatures  fo  highly  exalt¬ 
ed  in  the  fcale  of  being,,  to 
diftruft  divine  providence  ' 
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What  fhall  1  eat !  what 
(hall  1  drink !  what  (hall  I 
wearl 

32  Thefe  are  enquiries, 
that  are  perpetually  corrod- 
■ng  the  minds  of  He  at  bens y 
but  ought  not  to  prey 
upon  Your  happinefs,  fince 
God  knows  that  you  require 
the  common  comforts  and 
necefiaries  of  life,  but  expefis 
you,  under  the  gofpely  to 
alpire  after  nobler  purfuits., 

33  For  let  it  be  yaw  prin¬ 
cipal  ftudy  and  concern  to, 
approve  yourfelves  the  vir¬ 
tuous  fubjedls  of  God’s  mo¬ 
ral  government— and  h  is  pro¬ 
vidence  will  not  be  wanting 
to  fupply  you  with  the  other 
inferiour  bleflings  that  refpe& 
the  body. 

34  Brood  not,  therefore, 
over  futurity  with  ■  anxious 
ddponding  thoughts.  Let 
futurity  take  care  of  itielf- 
the  miferies  of  the  prefent 
day  are  enough  without  oOr 
adding  to  them  by  anticipat¬ 
ing  evils  that  are  future. 

CHAP  VII. 

1  T)  F.  not  prone  to  cenfure 

others,  left  you  pro- 
;  yoke  God  to  iudtre  vou  with 


therefore,!  thelike  fe verity, 
unealy  thoughts  as  thefe |  a  For  die  fame  meafurcs 


* 

M 

•  Tw<  tttxei,  9ay  via  «ri  **  X9ti  iGik 

>ad  EArvUt*  m<  E£t.<hta<  b.  $. 


itlimtitrnm 

that 
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that  you  keep  in  your  treat- 1  but  in  order  to  the  difcharge 
ment  of  others,  the  fame  mea-J  of  them  invoke  divine  affif- 
fures  will  God,  at  the  I  ail  j  tance— -which  will  not  be  de- 
day,  ftri&ly  obferve  in  bis  |  nied  to  your  fincere  and  vir-' 
condudl  towards  you  —  for  |  tuous  endeavours  to  ob tain 
according  as  you  judge  men  1  it. 

with  lenity  or  cruelty,  io  will  J  8  For  the  fervent  prayers 
fupreme  juftice  retaliate  it  I  of  every  good  perfon  to  the 
with  like  mercy  or  rigour,  f  father  of  wifdom  to  -aid  and 

g  Why  is  thine  eye  fixed  j  ftrengthen  his  imperfe&  vir- 
upon  thy  brother’s  conduit  j  cue  will  not  be  rejected, 
with  a  penetration,  that  the]  9  Learn  from  parental 
flighted:  fault  and  foible  can-  ]  tendemefs  the  indulgent  dif- 
not  efcape— while  at  the  fame  I  pofition  of  thei  fupreme  father 
time  thou  thyfelf  art  guilty  I  towards  his  dependent  crea- 
of  mod  heinous  enormities  ?  [  cures*— For  is  there  any  man* 

4  With  what  face  canft  I  however  abandoned  and  de- 

thou  reprove,  and  exhort  |  praved,  who,  when  his  fon 
others  to  reformation  and  talks  him  for  the  neceflaries 
amendment,  when  thine  own  j  of  life,  will  give  him  fotne- 
life  is  a  notorious  fatyr  upon  I  thing  that  is  tifelefs  or  hurt** 
thine  inftrultions?  jful?  for  example,  when  hli 

5  Firft  leave  off,  hypocrite,  J  child  cries  for  bread,  will  give 
thy  (hameful  courfes — and  j  him  a  Hone, 

then  gravely  remonflrate  a-J  10  or  a  ferpent— when  he 

gainft  the  venial  imperfec-  j  defires  a  fi(h. 

tions  of  thy  neighbours.  1  1 1  If,  therefore,  parents 

6  Let  your  admonitions  be  I  of  the  very  worft  characters 
:  ever  dictated  by  prudence—  j  give  to  their  children  what  is 

for  to  rebuke  thofc,.  whom  J  proper  and  ufefiil  for  them 
you  have  reafon  to  believe  are  |  —how  much  more  will  the 
obftinace  and  incorrigible,  is  |  moft  kind  and  companionate 
unneceflarfly  expofing  your  I  Father  of  all,  impart  fuirabte 
perfon  to  infult,  and  your  in- 1  favours  and  blcuings  to  his 
ftrultions  to  contempt  *.  j  fupplicants. 

7  Thefe  are  the  duties  which  I  12  In  fine,  make  the  con- 

the  gofpei  requires  of  you,]dition  of  your  fellow  crca- 

* 

Qni  predam  merit!  ab  imrrobia  defiderat. 

Bn  pcccat ;  prim  am  qaoniam  indignos  adjaVar, 

Jirtfcuhi  abfte  ddadfc  quit  jam  non  poteft. 

PhMd.r#.  Lib.  1.  Fab.  8. 

C  z  tures 
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tures  your  own, — and  behave  I  nerous  grape— —the  thiftle 
to  others  in  the  fame  manner,  I  bears  not  the  lufeious  fig. 
as  you  would  expedt,  it  you  j  1 7  A  good  tree  bears  good 
■were  in  their  circumftances,  I  fruit — a  bad  tree,  bad  fruit.  • 
and  they  in  yours — In  this!  18  In  the  lame  manner,  a 
one  moral  maxim  is  virtually  I  good  heart  produces  good 
comprehended  the  whole  fyf-  j  adtions — a  bad  heart,  wick- 
tem  of  duty  in  the  law  and  I  ednefs. 
the  prophets.  I  i<j  And  as  the  tree  that 

§—13  Enter  into  the  J  bears  worthlefs  fruit,  how- 
ftrait  gate  of  virtue  and  chrjf-  j  ever  fair  its  form  and  beau- 
tianity— for  the  gate  is  wide,  I  tiful  its  leaves,  is  cut  down 

and  the  road  fpacious  and  I  and  burnt, - fudi  will  be 

eafy  that  conduits  to  perdi- 1  the  fatal  deftrudtion  to  which 
tion— and  the  generality  of  j  God  willconlign  the  fpecious 
mankind  travel  it.  I  hypocrite  and  incorrigible 

14  For  the  gate  is  narrow,  I  finner. 
and  the  road  rough  and  diffi  I  20  So  that  a  man’s  actions 
cult  that  leads  to  the  gofpel  I  are  the  true  index  of  his  heart, 
and  to  life "  —  and  inch  is  J  and  the  foie  infallible  reft  of 
the  degeneracy  of  Jews  and  J  the  goodnels,  or  badnefs  of 
Gentiles,  that  there  are  but  I  it. 

few  who  will  dilcover  it.  I  2 1  It  is  not  an  outward 
§—15  Be  ever  cautious  of  j  profcfiion .  of  the  chrittian  re¬ 
being  deluded  by  talie  teach- 1  ligion  that  will  entitle  men  to 
ers,  who  will  pradtife  every  |  future  happinefs,  but  a  fin- 
art  to  impoie  upon  you,  and  I  cere  obedience  to  the  divine 
afiume  the  harmlefs  inno- 1  will,  and  an  uniformly  pious 
cence  of  the  Iamb  to  cover  I  and  virtuous  conduit, 
the  inward  treachery  and  ra- 1  22  Many  at  the  day  of 

pacify  of  the  wolf.  |  judgment  will  thus  addrefs 

16  But  the  infallible  crite- 1  me— Lord !  did  we  not  em- 
rion  of  their  characters  is  this  j  brace  thy  religion — did  we 
— Infpedt  their  lives  and  alfi-  j  not  preach  and  inftrudt  others 
ons,  and  you  cannot  be  de-  j  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of 
ceived.  The  fruit  difeovers  1  it— — did  we  not  in  confe- 
the  true  nature  of  the  tree.  J  quence  of  our  profeflion,  per- 
Thorns  produce  not  the  ge- }  form  the  molt  ftupenaous 

*  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  th  life.  Life  in  this  Terft  corre- 
fponds  to  perdition  in  die  verfe  before, 

miradoL 
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miracles,  and  work  the  moft 
aitonilhing  cures.  Arc  we 
not,  therefore,  thy  true  dif- 
eiples — and  wilt  not  thou  be¬ 
llow  upon  us  thole  blefled 
rewards  thou  art  now  going 
to  difpenfe  ? 

2 3  But  to  chefe  .  I  will 

reply . — Notwithftanding 

your  former  perfuafion  of  the 
truth  of  my  religion,  and' the 
zeal  you  have  mowed  in  af- 
ferting  and  vindicating  its 
doctrines — yet  you  have  dit 
graced  it  by  an  immoral  life. 
Such  as  you  I  will  never  ap: 
prove  as  my  genuine  difci- 
ples - Yc  fintul  and  aban¬ 

doned  creatures  depart ! 

24  Thefc  are  the  religious 
and  moral  inftruttions  of  my 
gofpcl — w  hofoe  ver,  t  herefore, 
Biall  cordially  embrace  and 
pra&ife  them,  may  be  com- 

{iared  to  a  prudent  and  intel- 
igent  perlon,  who  built  his 
houlc  upon  a  rock : 

25  which,  when  aftaulted 
by  the  raging  tempeft,  the 
•  impetuous  torrent,  or  the  fu¬ 
rious  whirlwind,  fuftains  the 
Ihock — for  it  is  founded  on 
the  unlhaken  bafis  of  a  rock. 

26  But  him,  who  is  pcr- 
fuaded  of  the  truth  of  chrif- 
tianity,  and  yet  lives  in  the 
open  pradtice  of  the  vices  it 
condemns,  I  will  compare  to 
:  a  fooHBi  man,  who  builds  m 
houfe  upon  the  land. 

27  So  that  whenever  the 
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ftorms  rage,  or  the  floods 
ruih,  or  the  blafts  afiail  it  j  ic 
links,  and  falls  in  moft  dread- 

f  r 

*ful  ruins. 

% — 28  Here  Jefus  ended 
:  his  difcourfe~and  the  multi¬ 
tude  flood  fixed  with  admira- 
rion  at  the-  fublimity  of  his 
do&rines : 

29  for  thefe  inftrudtions 

were  delivered  not  in  the 

■ 

cold  and  negligent  manner 
of  the  Scribes — but  with  a 
dignity  and '  authority  that 
fpoketheir  divine  original. 

C  H  A  P.  VIII. 

’i  A  FTER  this  difeourfe 

:  **  he  dtfeerided  from 
the  mountain^ — and  was  re¬ 
ceived  and  followed  by  pro¬ 
digious  crowds. 

2  When  behold  a  wretched 

t 

fpedade  —  a  perfon  cover¬ 
ed  with  leprqfy  approached, 
and  falling  proftrace  before 
him,  faid.  Sir,  you  have 
•power  to  free  me  from ‘this 
Blocking  difeale. 

.  3  Jelus  then  extending  his 
hand  touched  him,  faying— 
1  will  reftore  thee  to  health— 
and  infiantly  the  leprous  leurf ' 
Wfcasytoihore.  ■ 

% 

4  Jefus  then  ftri&ly  charged 
the  man  by  n<j  means  to  di¬ 
vulge  his  miraculous  cure, 
but  to  go  immediately  to  the 
prieft,  and  offor  the  ufual  fa- 
crifice  j  in  order  that  the  man 

C  3  might 
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might  give  publick  and  in- 1  and  turning  to  his  followers 
conteftable  ■evidence  of  his  I  faid-^This  Heathen  hath  done 
being  really  and  perfectly  I  more  honour  to  the  dignity  of 
cured.  1  my  million  and  character  than 

§— ■£  Whih  Jefus  had  I  any  of  the  Ifraelites. 
juft  entered  Capernaum,  a  I  1 1  But  I  allure  you  that 

Roman  captain  clime  to  him,  I  great  numbers  of  the  Heathen 
and  accofted  him  in  thefe  jm- 1  nations,  in  the  molt  difbant 
portunate  terms,  I  regions,  lhall  embrace  the 

6  Sir,  my  fervant  hath  juft  [  gofpel,  which  the  Jews  re- 
had  a  ftroke  of  the  pally,  and  |  jeCt,  and  lhall  be  incorporat- 
h  now  in  my  houfc  jn  the  I  ed  into  that  kingdom,  whole 
molt  excruciating  torture.  1  eftablilhment  they  now  fo 

7  1  will  immediately  come,  I  violently  oppofe. 

replied  Jeliis,  and  heal  him.  J  1  a  But  they,  to  whom 

8  Upon  hearing  this  an- 1  thefe  advantages  are  Brit  of- 
fwer,  the  officer  with .  great  rfered,  lhall  on  account  of 
humility  raid,  Sjr,  I  deem  I  their  ihexcufable  incredulity 
myfelf  unworthy  that  a  per- 1  and  enormous  vices  be  ejeft- 
fon  of  your  illultriou?  dignity  l  edfrum  the  bleffings  of  chrif- 
fhould  come  under  my  roof  I  tianicy,  and  the  whole  na- 
TjOne  word,  1  anp  perfuaded,  I  tion  be  doomed  to  the 
of  your  authoritative  voice  I  molt  dreadful  calamities,  that 
will  {beak  my  fervaqt  into  1  ever  befel  a  people  and  coun- 
perfea  cafe  ana  health.  !  try  \ 

9  for  if  1,  whp  command  I  13  Jefus  then  turned  to 
a  t>qdy  of  men  in  the  Roman  1  the  officer  and  told  him  that 
army,  can,  by  a  word,  order  I  the  divine  power,  with  which 
my  corps  to  any  Service,  and  |  he  believed  him  to  be  en- 
my  orders  are  immediately  I  dowed,  was  already  exerted 
Obeyed  " — rhow  much  more  |  in  the  recovery  of  his  lervant 
muft  you,  whom  J  believe  to  I  — —and  at  that  very  inftant 
hfiinvcfted  with  diyinepowcr,  I  he  found  bimfclf  in  perfect 
by  a  word  effeft  my  fervant  I  health, 

cure.  I  §rr-i 4  Jesus  afterwards  re? 

*  10  Jefus  expretfed  amaze- [  tiring  from  the  crowd  went 

meat  at  bearing  fuch  a  reply,  j  into  peters  houfe,  and  found 

% 

m 

*  Agmtn  ft  flare  peratum  et  fequi :  —  intentum  ad  duds  non  Jtgt um 
nodo,  fed  ttiam  wtvm.  Curtitu,  p.  $0.  Delph. 

?  He  refers  to  the  deftru&ion  0/ JerufiT era  by  the  Romans. 

10  *  r  ’  0  ■  - 

■>J  w  * 

his 
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his  mother  in  law  confined 
to  her  bed  by  a  violent  fe¬ 
ver. 

15  But  he  touched  her 
hand— the  fever  left  her— (he 
rofe  and  provided  for  their 
refrefhment. 

1 6  In  the  eveningthe  crowds 
collected  again,  and  brought 
him  many  afilidted  with  triad - 
nefc — but  this  and  every  o- 

ther  diftemper  he  ififtamane- 
oufly  removed  by  a  word. 

17  By  thefe  miraculous 
cures  accomplithing  tfie  fol¬ 
lowing  prediction  of  the  bfo- 
phec  liaiah  concerning  him 
— 44  Our  maladies  he  healed, 
and  expelled  all  the  difeafes, 
with  which  our  natures  were 


beads  of  the 


*3 


oppreffed.** 

§ — 18  But  when  Jeftis 
found  himfelf  greatly  incom¬ 
moded  by  the  prefling  crowds, 
he  ordered  his  difciples  to 
get  a  boat  and  ferry  him 
over  the  lake. 

j  9  While  the  boat  was  pre¬ 
paring,  a  feribe  approached 
him,  who  deluded  with  the 
hopes  of  gaining  preferment 
in  his  kingdom,  thus  addref- 
(ed  him,  “  Great  teacher!  I 
am  determined  to  attend  you 

wherever  you  go.” 

20  To  this  fpeech  Jefus 
replied,  You  egregioully  err, 
if  you  imagine  that  I  am  go¬ 
ing  to  ered  an  earthly  king¬ 
dom  of  pomp  and  magnifi¬ 
cence— fo  far  from  this  that 


the  fowls  of  the  air  are  accom¬ 
modated  with  better  and  hap* 
er  conveniences  than  the 
bn  of  man.  • 

ai  At  that  time  alfo  a* 
bother  of  his  followers  fa icf 
to  him.  Sir,'  I  have  formed 
deliberate  refohationis  to  fol- 
low  you ;  only  at  prelent  aV> 
low  me  to  go  home  to  at- 
fend  the  funeral  of  my  father 
and  fettle  hi$‘ effects. 

22  Jefus  find  to  him?—"  — 
From  the  moment  you  en¬ 
gaged  in  my  caufe,  you  were 
under  an  (iidifpeniable  obli¬ 
gation  to  renounce  all  con¬ 
nexions  withiyour  earthly  re¬ 
lations  and  fortunes.  Let 
chofe  w  ho  are  dead  to  all  fenfe 
of  religion  and  virtue  diftradt 
themfelves  wlith  fordid  cares 
—but  do  yon  adhere  to  me, 
and  diligently  ftudy  the  doc¬ 
trines  and  inftru&ions  of  my 
religion. 

23  In  the  mean  time  the 
boat  was  got  ready,  into  w  hich 
he  paflea,  attended  by  bis 

difciples. 

24  And  Ibeing  fatigued 
with  the  labours  and  duties 
of  the  day  hd  (bon  funk  into 
deep  deep— But  behold,  dur¬ 
ing  his  repofe,  it  foddenly 
blew  a  dreadful  ftorm — the 


fea  run  high— and  the  waves 
lafhed  oyer  the  lutes  of  the 

vdTel. 

25  The  difciples,  greatly 

C  4  alarmed 
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alarmed  with  their  danger,  j  dictated  —  O  Jefus,  fon  of 

awoke  him,  crying  out — Sir!  God!  whatbufinefs  hail  thou 

fave  us !  we  are  aU  perifhing  l  with  us— -  art  thou  come  hi- 

2 6  Jefus  faid  to  them—  thcr  to  inflict  torments  upon 

Why  are  ye  kized  with  fuch  us  before  our  time  is  come? 

terrours  — —  hoiy  long  will  30  Now  it  happened  that 

you  diftruft  thofej  miraculous  there  was  at  fome  conliderable 

powers,  with  which  God  hath  di  fiance  a  very  large  herd 

endowed  me— He  then  flood  of  fwine  feeding. 

up,  and  with  a  word  repref-  3 1 .  The  madmen,  uttering 

fed  the  winds,  arid  controul-  fuch  wild  effufions,  and  mak- 

M  ^ 

td  the  furges— and  a  calm  ing  fuch  abfurd  requefts  as 
immediately  enl'ujed.  perfons  in  raging  madnefs  al- 

■  27  At  ieeing  fuch  an  a- 1  ways  do,  begged  that  he 
mazing  feene,  the  perfons,  j  would  fuffer  the  demons 7 
who  were  in  the  vefftl,  were]  to  pafs  from  them  into  the 
fixed  in  the  laft  aftonifhment  j  fwine. 

and  faid - What  power  is  j  32  They  had  no  fooner 

here  exerted  !  What  divine  |  fpoken  and  he  permitted,  but 
perfonage  is  this,  whofe  man-  j  behold !  the  whole  herd  was 
date  the  winds  and  waves  j  feized  with  madnefs— —run 
pbey !  J  down  a  precipice  — r  rufhed 

§*—2  8  On  his;  landing  in  |  into  the  fea,  and  perifhed  in 
the  country  of  the  Gergefe-  J  the  deep, 
nes,  he  was  met  by  two  mad- 1  33  The  keepers  ftruck 

men,  i filling  from  the  fub- 1  with  Cerrour  ran  away  into 
terraneous  vaults,  where  the  |  the  town,  and  told  what  had 

^  I 

people  of  that  . country  depo-  happened,  adding  alfo  an  ac- 
fited  their  dead— Their  dif-  j  count  of  the  miraculous  cure 
.Order  often  inftibated  them  j  of  the  two  madmen, 
to  fuch  horrid  acts  of  feroci-  34  Alarmed  with  this  pub- 
ty,  that  no  body  dv>rft  tra-  Ifck  difafter,  the  whole  town 
yel  that  road.  came  out  in  a  body  to  meet 

29  At  feeing  jfefus,  whom  Jefus,  and  dreading  his  pow- 
they  had  heard  of,  they  broke  er,  unanimoufly  entreated  him 
put  into  a  loud  vociferation,  to  leave  their  country, 
fuch  as  their  dilordered  minds  | 

r  In  antlent  time,  heth  among  yru> j  ind  Htatbtn),  was  nlmoft. 

aniverUily  fuppofed  to  be  occasioned  b)s  the  pofitffion  of  D*>wns. 

*  m  « 

* 

CHAP. 

■ .  •  •  » 


Chap.  ix. 


by  M  A  T  t  ir  e  w. 


CHAP.  IX. 


i  AT  their  earneft  folici- 

**  tation  he  re-entered 
the  boat,  eroded  the  lake, 
and  came  into  the  town,'  in 
which  he  had  been  educated. 

2  Upon  his  arrival  there 
they  brought  him  a  miferable 
objed  lying  on  a  couch,  disk¬ 
ing  with  the  palfy — Jefus  be¬ 
ing  conicious  of  the  faith  they 
repofed  in  him  as  a  divine 
mefTenger,  faid  to  the  para¬ 
lytic— Son,  thy  fins  be  for¬ 
given  ! 

3  Some  of  the  feribes  when 
they  heard  this  faid  within 
themfelves  — —  what  honid 


blafphcmy  againft  God  is  this 
man  guilty  of ! 

4  But  Jefus,  who  was  per¬ 
fectly  acquainted  with  every 
lentimentin  the  human  heart*. 


faid  to  them,  Why  do  you 
cherifli  in  your  minds  luch 
malevolent  and  injurious 
thoughts  againft  me  ? 

5  For  is  it  a  lefs  exertion 


and  proof  of  divine  power  to 
forgive  his  dns,  than  to  re- 
ftore  him  to  health  and 


ftrength.  ? 

6  But  what  induced  me  to 


exprefs  myfelf  in  this  manner 
was,  to  convince  you  by  an 
evident  miracle,  that  the  fan 
oif  man  is  endowed  with  au¬ 
thority  to  forgive  fin— he  had 
no  fooner  fpolcen  thefe  words, 
but  he  turned  to  the  fick  per- 
fon,  and  faid— Rile— take  up 
thy  couch — and  go  home. 

7  Inftantly  the  man  found 
his  limbs  nervjed  with  ftrength 
- he  role took  up  nia 

couch,  and  carried  it  home.  1 

8  The  crowds,  who  were 
witneffes  of  this  amazing  ex¬ 
ertion  of  miraculous  power, 
were  {truck  with  aftonilh- 
ment,  and  with  the  devouteft 
reverence  glorified  God,  who 
had  communicated  to  maq 
filch  ftupeidous  endow¬ 
ments.. 

§—9  I  h  palling  from  Ca¬ 
pernaum  Jelos  law  a  perfon, 
whofe  name  '  was  Matthew, 
fitting  in  the  tax-gatherers 
office,  whom  he  commanded 
to  *  follow  him— The  man  im¬ 
mediately  quitted  his  bufinels, 
and  mingled  dn  his  train. 

10  Jefus  accepting  of  an 
invitation  to|  his  houfe  fat 
down  with  his  difciples  at  ta¬ 
ble  among  a  large  company, 
confifting  of  tax-gatherers. 


*  Zthtw,  »/*  r  1  fur  vrpMtpwtor*  ifw no, 

Avt«p  a  tyru  *<nr  trt  fptfh  Tt>  Iliad  A.  332, 

Thctc  are  many  in  fiances  occur  in  fee  hiftory  of  Chrift,  of  his  knowing 
•nens  thoughts. 

*  Our  Saviour  knew  him  .  >  be.  a  perfon.  poflfefled  of  virtuous  difpo- 
f'tiom. 

W 

and 
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and  other  perfons  of  immoral  no  fuch  aufterities  are  enjoin* 
characters.  ed  upon  thy  difciples. 

1 1  The  Pharifces  greatly  1 5  To  whom  JVfus  replied 
offended  with  his  behaviour  — Can  the  friends  and  com- 
pn  (his  occafion  afked  his  pan  ions  of  the  bridegroom 
difciples,  wbat  induced  their  indulge  melancholy  for  row, 
mailer  to  cultivate  fuch  in*  during  the  celebration  of 

(innate  friend  (hips  with  per-  his  nuptials  ? - When  he 

fon$  of  fuch  infamous  and  leaves  them,  the  days  of  fef- 
profligate  lives.  tivity  and  joy  will  be  over, 

•  ;  %  Jefiis  overhearing  (hem  and  they  (hall  find  a  fad  re* 
replied.  The  healthy  have  no  verfe. 
occafion  for  phyfic — it  is  of  16  For  to  infift  upon  my 
vfc  only  to  the  indifpofed.  difciples,  who  are.  but  lately 
Thofe,  who  are!  holy  and  entered  into  the  profeflion  of 

«00d  are  already  ■.  in  pofief-  chriftianity,  praftifing  a  courfe 
fion  of  that  moral  health  that  of  rigid  abftcmioufnefs  and 

my  inftruCrions  were  deigned  mortification,  would  be  ad- 
to  give  men  doctrines  ing  as  abfurdly  as  he,  who 

Are  only  intended  heal  the :  (hould  join  a  large  piece  of 
vices  and  .  rectify  jthe  mental  new  cioath  to  an  old  and  ob- 
diforders  of  mankind. .  folete  garment. 

.  1 3  Examine  add  d&over ,  1 7  And  as  he,  who  (hould 
the  true  meaning  of  thofe  ]  put  new  wine  into  old  (kins, 

words  of  the ,  prophet-——  I  would  incur  the  iofs  both  of 
M  The.  exercife  of  mercy  and  |  his  liquor  and  of  his  veflek 
companion  is  more  agreeable*!  jct  the  fermentation  of  the 
to  me  than  the  moft  numerous  1  wine  necefiarily  caufing  the 
and  CQ%  fccrifie^a  **  -r-  For  |  old  (kins  to  rend  and  burft 

the  defign  of  my  j  coming  is  j  - - fo  the  injunction  of  reli- 

pot  to  addreis  my  difeoveries  I  gious  fe  verities  upon  my  new 
to  the  virtuous,  but  to  en*  I  converts  and  difciples  would 
gage  the  wicked  ajid  deprav*  j  produce  the  moft  fatal  effects 
ed  to  repentance  and  amend- 1  upon  my  religion,  by  difguft- 
ment  or  life.  .  ]  ing  them  againft  it,  and  cauf- 

§—14  At  that  time  the!  ing  them  immediately  to  a- 
difciples  of  John  came  to  him  1  bandon  and  abjure  it.  The 
and  (poke  thus — Why  do  we  J  impofition,  therefore,  of  no 
and  the  Pharisees  celebrate  j  fuch  aufterities  as  you  prao 
many  religious  fails,  when  I  tife.  I  judge  to  be  the  moft 

I  prudent 
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prudent  method  to  preferye  i  23  When  Jefus  escaped 
them  fteady  to  my  cattfe,  and  I  the  QovernouPs  houfc,  b* 
firmly  attached  to  my  into-  j  faw  the  who  ufvt- 

rdts.  (ally  attended  U I  the  JewBfc 

§-—18  While  he  to  en-  [funeral  fbietmfutiea  \  And  * 
gaged  in  this  conference  with  1  numberof  mourners  pwr'tag 

John’s  difciples,  one  of  the  [forth. -the  biftereft  lament 
Governours  approached  him  jtions. 

with  profound  reverence  And  1  14  Thefe  Jefusdfiflredta 

faid — My  daughter  is  juft  de-  j  withdraw— and  in  order  tfk 
parted — but  thou  art  able,  J  |  mitigate  that  ttxccfBve  furrow 
am  perfuaded,  by  a  touch  to  I  which  he  fav#  them  indulge* 
reftore  her  to  life.  s  |  faid  to  them*rithe  young  lady 

1 9  Jefus  immediately  upon  I  is  not  dead-rfhe'  is  only  in  * 

this  rofe  up,  and  followed  the  I  profound  deep  »<w«m  At  theft 
Govemour,  attended  by  his  [words  her  ettendtttt*,  .wire 
difciples  [knew  that  fhe  had  breathed 

20  But  in  his  way,  a  wo- 1  her  laft,  fbewed  by  their  looks 
man,  who  had  for  twelve  |  that  they  thought  meanly  and 
years  been  affti&ed  with  a  j  contemptibly  of  him  as  apro- 
flux  of  blood,  ftole  foftly  be^  I  phet. 

hind  him,  and  juft  touched  j  25  When  they  had  all  left 
the  edging  of  his  garment ;  I  the  room,  as  lefys.  had,  09m* 

2 1  For  ihe  thought,  if  ihe  j  manded,  he  went  inl  and  took 
could  have  the  happineft  but  f  hold  of  her  hand  ■-.--'■and  jhe 
of  touching  his  cloaths,  fhe  I  rofe  up ; 

fliould  be  well  again.  I  26  And  hU  fame  was  uni** 

22  But  Jefus,  confcious  of  [  verfallv  celebrated  in  every 
the  touch,  turned  fuddenly  I  part  or  that  country, 

about,  and  feeing  her  laid*—  § — 27  Jesus  leaving  that 
be  not  alarmed— your  confi-  j  place,  was  followed  on  the 
dence  in  my  power  hath  re-  road  by  two  blind  men,  who 
ftored  you  ? —  And  from  that  |  with  a  loud  and  importunate 
moment  fhe  was  reinftated  in  I  voice  cried.  Pity  our  condi- 

perfect  eafe  and  health,  I  non ! 

■ 

f 

*  Mafic  was  ofed  at  the  funeral  foleoinities  both  of  die  Jews  and  Romans. 

Cantabat  fanis,  cantabat  tibia  ladis, 

Cantabat  nueftis  tibia  funeribus.  Ovid,  Fajfi,  Lib.  6.  657. 

See  an  objeflion  formed  ag  inft  chriSianity  from  this  drcomitance  in 
my  Account  of  the  Converfion  if  a  Delft.  p.  86. 
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28  He  went,  therefore,  into  1  miracles  convinced  not  the 
an  houfe,  and  the  blind  men  •  Pharilees  of  the  divinity  of  his 
coming  to  him,  he  faid  to  -million,  but  they  evaded  their 
them — Do  you  believe  that  I  ;  evidence  by  aferibing  them 
am  endowed  with  power  that  to  the  agency  of  Beelzebub 
can  enable  me  to  work  the  che  prince  ot  the  daemons, 
miracle  you  derriand  ? — We  j  §—35  Jesus  after  this  tra- 
do,  they  replied.  {veiled  about  all  the  towns 

1  29  Upon  this  he  touched  I  and  villages  in  that  country, 
their  eyes,  faying— Accord  j  delivering  his  inftru&ions  in 

ing  to  your  prbfeffion  lhall  J  the  ufual  places  of  publick 
my  power  be  exerted.  |  worftiip,proc!aimingthecom- 

30  And  their  eyes  were  |  mencement  of  the  go fpel  dif- 
inftantaneoufly  opened — But  I  penfation,  and  miraculoufly 
Jefus  Unfitly  charged  them  j  curing  every  difeafe  and  dif- 
by  rto  means  to  acquaint  any  I  temper,  with  which  any  per- 
perfon  with  the  miraculous  j  ion  was  afflicted, 
reiteration  of  their  fight  V  I  36  But  when  he  took  a 

3 1  But  no  footer  had  they  |  furvey  of  the  vaft  multitudes 

left  him,  but  tranfporced  with  |  that  were  colie&ed  together 
gratitude,  and  joy,  they  for-  j  — the  fight  excited  in  his 
got  all  his  injunftions,  and  di- 1  bolom  the  molt  fympathetic 
vulged  his  fame-  throughout  1  tendernefs  and  pity,  when  he 
the  whole  country.  I  confidered  in  w  hat  deplorable 

§—32  When  they were  J  ignorance  the  Jewilh  priefts 
gone  there  was  brought  to  1  luffered  •  them  to  live,  and 
him  a  dumb  idiot,  |  into  what  fatal  erronrs  and 

33  whom  he  immediately  I  miftakes  in  matters  of  rdi- 
reftored  to  his  intelle&s  and  |  gion  they  were  permitted  to 
fpeech — at  which  aftonilhing  j  deviate — being  left  as  much 
miracle  the  crowds  wereftruckj  negle&ed  and  difregarded  as 
with  the  laft  amizferrient,  and  I  flocks  of  (heep  upon  the  wild 
exclaimed  What  ftupen-  {  mountains. 

dous  power  do  we  fee  here  j  37  At  the  view  of  fuch 
difplayed  !  So  extraordinary  I  prodigious  numbers  he  broke 
a  perfonage  never  before  ap~  I  out  into  the  following  ex- 
peared  in  Judea !  •  I  preflions,  which  he  directed 

34  But  all  thefe  illuftrious  ito  his  dii'ciples — How  exten- 

v  T  ,  1  T  j  *  %  i 

M 

b  This  injuniUon  of  filence  was,  no  .oubt,  intended  to  prevent  too 
great  crowds — at  which  the  malice  of  his  .  i  teoyes  would  have  been  more 
inched,  and  the  Roman  powers  have  taken  umbnge. 

five 
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five  and  copious  the  harveft ! 
— but  alas !  how  lew  the  la¬ 
bourers  1 

38  Fervently  pray,  there¬ 
fore,  to  the  creatour  and  go- 
vernou  r  of  immortal  fouls, 
that  he  would  of  his  infinite 
mercy  raife  and  qualify  a 
number  of  fit  perfons  to  reap 
fo  great  and  glorious  an  har¬ 
veft  ! 

CHAP.  X. 

1  AFTER  this  Jefus  col- 

lefted  his  twelve  dif- 
ciplcs  in  a  body,  and  com¬ 
municated  to  them  fuch  mi¬ 
raculous  endowments,  as 
would  empower  them  to  cure 
the  moft  inveterate  and  ftub- 
born  diforders  of  every  kind 
and  degree,  to  which  human 
nature  is  fubjefted. 

2  Thefe  were  the  names  of 
his  twelve  apollles. 

t  brothers 
Andrew  > 

James  ?  Zebedee’s 
John  j  fons 


3 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 


9 


10 


4 


11 

12 


Philip 

Bartholomew 

Thomas 

Macthew,  the  tax- 

gatherer 

James,  fon  of  Al- 
. pheus 

Lebbeus,  fir  named 
Jude 

Simon,  the  zeak  c 
Judas  Ifcariot 


5  Thefe  twelve  Jefus  com- 
miflioned  and  appointed  to 
the  apoftolic  office,  and  lent 
them  « — —  previoufly  giving 
them  the  .following  advice 
and  directions  —  Publifh  not 
the  report  of  the  gofpel  a* 
mong  the  Heathens ,  neither 
e.nter  into  one  city  inhabited 
by  the  Samaritans, 

6  But  confine  your  publick 

miniftrations  folely  to  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Judea,  who  have 
been  lo  deplorably  negle&ed, 
and  fuffered  to  wander  in  the 
fatal  paths  of  ignorance  and 
wickednefs. 

7  Proclai min. every  place, 
where  there  are  rational  crea- 

•  y 

tures  to  hear  tne  news,  and 
fay-— The  gospel.  difpenfation 
is  juft. commencing ! 

8  Heal  thejindilpoled,  cure 

the  lepers,  raife  the  dead,  ex¬ 
pel  every  fptcies  of  lunacy 
-and  madnefs  ■ — And  as  you 
had  thefe  fpiritual  gifts  freely 
beftowed  upon  you,  do  you 
alfo  freely  impart  their  ialu- 
tary  e  fife  ft  s  to  others. 

9  I  folemnly  warn  you  a- 
gainft  a  fordid  mercenary 
difpofition — -do  not,  there¬ 
fore,  upon  any  account  take 
money  for  the  good  you  do. 

-  10  Be  not, anxious  in  pre¬ 
paring  accomknodations,  and 
laying  up  provifioos  for  your 
journey — The  benevolence  of 
the  well-difpofed  will  fupply 
you  with  the  neceflaries  and 

conveniences 


3©  Hiftoiy  of  Jesus  Chap.  x. 

convcnlcrice*  of  life,  and  the  1  town  or  family  ft  ail  refute  to 
faithful  and  diligent  discharge  j  admit  you,  and  to  hear  your 
of  ybur  duty  wjU  entitle  you  I  inftru&ions,  fhake  off  the 
€0  them*  I  duff  of  your  feet  againft  them 

u  When  you  go  into  a  I  —fay  this  fignificant  ad  ion 
town  or  v&cgfc,  make  cn- 1  giving  a  publick  and  iolemn 
■quay,  which  of  the  inhabi- 1  teftimony  to  ail,  that  you 
tuts  is  beft  known,  and  moft]  have  freely  offered  to  them 
generally  cfteemed  fbr  true]  the  advantages  and  privileges 
worth  and  excellency  of  cha- 1  of  the  gofpel,  but  they  have 
ra&CP-^-to  fach 4pply,  where!  wilfully  rejected  them, 
you  will  moft  probably  find!  15  Be  affured  that  in  the 
•  kind  reception,  and  con>J  general  judgment  Sodom  and 
jfioue  thers,  while  you  ftay,]  Gomorra  ftall  be  puniftcd 
that  thttf  may  be  witnefles  of]  with  left  Teverity  than  that 
your  dUmrereftedneft  and  in-  ]  town,  for  its  having  refitted 
tegrity.  ]  greater  evidence  than  what 

,  •;  iz  When  you  enter  into  ]  thofe  cities  were  ever  favour- 
the  family,  greet  k  in  the  led  with, 
anoft  friendly  afid  obliging  I  if  1  am  fenfible  that  by 
terms,  suid  Wfft  it  all  diving  I  folding  you  abroad  to  preach 
and  hurt  an  happinefs.  I  the  gofpel,  I  expofe  you  to 
r^Andtf  that  family  pof-  j  the  infult  and  cruelty  of  a  de¬ 
left  -fodi  real  worth,  as  hath  1  praved  world.  Confider  your- 
hnn  repre  tented  to  you,  the  I  (elves,  therefore,  as  fteep  in 
iaAdfings  you  irriplore,  fhaftjj  the  midft  of  wolves  *,  and  join 
ffefet&a  upon  it  4-- but  if  thejl  to  the  innocence  of  the  harm- 
hopes  you  Wibeen  taught!  left  dove  the  vigilance  and 
40  fbnn  of  it  be  aifappoteted,  J  prudence  of  the  cautious  fer- 
and  you  meet  with  a  repulfe  ■!  pent. 

-*-*you*  however,  yourlel  ves  |  17  Let  your  conduft  be 
wilt  er^oy  the  co^fcious  plea-  ?  ever  actuated  by  diferetion, 
-fore  ana  iatiafadHon  of  nav- 1  and  guard,  with  the  greateft 
iag,  doneyour  ducy— and  the  I  circumfpe&ion,  againft  irri- 
bldSings,  which  you  have  fup-  ]  taring  mens  paJfTions  unnecef- 
•piicated  the  Almighty  to  be-  j  ferity  - — for  with  all  the  cau- 
iftow,  upon  that  family,  ftall  j  tion  you  can  obferve,  fo  im- 
bcimpirted  to  you j  placably  wUl  the  generality  of 

X4  Moreover,  whatever  I  the- world  be  exaipe  rated  a- 

«  Peazf  in  the  Jewilh  idiom  denotes  hapfixtfu 

galnft 


Chap.  x.  £y  Matthew.  3) 

gain  ft  you,  merely  for  preach- t  families,  accordingly  as  it  t* 

ing  the  gofpel,  chat  they  will  I  embraced  or  reje&ed  by  their 
drag  you  before  the  civil I  repedive  members.  For  bro*- 
magiftrate,  as  the  difturbers  I  ther  fhall  murder  brother— 4 
and  pefts  of  fociety,  and  I  father  his  own  child — and 
fcourge  you  in  the  fyna*jthe  fons  fhall  imbrue  their 
gogues,  as  enemies  to  the  I  hands  in  their  patents*  blood* 
ellabliihed  religion.  j .  22  For  you  fhall  be  held  in 

18  And  you  fhall  be  j  atooftumverftideteftatiofifbt 

brought,  for  your  profeffion  j  yoorprofefliofl— But  he,  whb 
of  chriftianity,  before  the  trh  J  through  all  thefe  fctnes  of 
bunals  of  the  moft  auguft  I  contumely  and  cruelty,  •  cOfr- 
perfonages  —  where  the  apo- 1  titiues  ftedfoft  in  his  attach* 
logies  you  will  make,  in  vin- 1  ment  to  my  csfufe,  fhaH  firitd- 
dication  of  its  truth  and  ex- 1  ly  be  rewarded  with  cVerlaft- 
cellency,  fhall  ferve  as  pub*  j  irtg  happmefs.  ’ 

lick  teftimonies  to  them  and]  23  Notwithftanding, there- 
the  world  of  its  divine  autho- 1  fore,  all  the  outrages  you  are 
rity.  jexpofed  to,  fhow  yourfelves 

19  But  when  you  are  car-]  indefatigable  ift  preaching  the 

tied  before  themoftilluftrious  j  gofpel,  arid  when  you  meet 
and  dignified  characters, be  not  I  witn  persecution  in  onetown, 
anxious  in  ftudying  a  defence  1  remove  to  another,  and  with 
of  your  principles  and  con-  J  invincible  refutation  preach 
duft— for  that  God,  in  whole  lithe  gofpel  there— for  be  af- 
caufe  you  are  engaged,  will  I  fared  you  fhaftl  not  have  vh* 
enable  you,  in  that  emergen- l  ilted  all  the  tOwns  in  Judea, 
cy,  to  apologize  for  your-]  before  the  moft  dreadful  do- 
felves,  ;]  ft  ruction  overtake  it. 

20  So  that  your  publick]  24  A  fcholir  hath  no  rea- 

pleas  on  iuch  occafions  will!  fOn  to  expert  better  treat- 
not  foe  fa  much  the  efforts  of!  ment  than  his  teacher — or  a 
human  wifdom,  as  the  die*!  fervant  than  his  mafrer. 
races  and  fuggeftions  of  the;  25  Ought  not  a difciple,  or 
fpirit  of  God.  ,  a  (lave,  to  think  himfeif  hap- 

§— 21  Thb  gofpel,  you !  py,  if  he  have  only  to  encoun- 
'  are  going  to  preach,  will  in;  ter  the  fame  difficulties,  and 
its  confluences,  produce  the:  td  fabmit  to  the  fame  ufagfe 
•moft  virulent  and  implacable;  as  his  inftruftor,  or  Lord, 
feuds,  and  the  moft  unna  u-  hath  experienced  from  the 
ral  and  deadly  animofities  in  world  ?— If  they  have  called 

J  the 
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the  mailer  of  the  houfe  Beel¬ 
zebub,  how  much  more  will 
they  load  his  domeftics  with 
the  mod  odious  names  and 
Scandalous  reproaches. 

•  2 6  Let  not  however*  this 

ieries  of  abufe  overwhelm 
you  with  terrour  and  defoair, 
and  difcourage  you  from 
preaching  the  gofpel  ——for 
there  comes  a  day,  when  all 
.the  hidden  Scenes  of  life  will 
.be  laid  open,  and  Supreme 
juftice  vindicate  and  glori- 
ouffy  reward  opprefied  mno- 
cence  and  persecuted  virtue. 

27  Let  the  profpeCt,  there¬ 

fore,  of  no  hum  an  Sufferings 
intimidate  and  dcjeCt  you*  but 
discharge  your  publick  mini¬ 
stration  with  undaunted  cou¬ 
rage - proclaiming  in  the 

mod  publick  and  frequent¬ 
ed  places  thofe  inftru&ions, 
which  I  have  given  you  in 
our  private  retirements. 

28  Fear  not  thofe,  who  can 

.only  infliCt  upon  you  bodily 
pain  and  torture,  and  deprive 
you  of  a  precarious  being  — 
but  whofe  power  extends  no 
farther.  But  let.  that  great 
Being  be  the  object  of  your 
fear,  who  can  involve  both 
foul  and  body  in  total  and 
.cverlafting  deftru&ion.  Let 
that  great  Being,  I  repeat  it, 
be  the  obieCt  of  your  conftant 
fear*.  ■ 


20  For  if  the  meaned  and 
mod  inconfiderable  creatures 
are  perpetually  under  the  in¬ 
spection  of  God,  and  perifo 
not  without  his  cognifancc — 1 
how  much  more  muft  divine 
providence  intereft  itfelf  in 
the  guardianlhip  and  protec¬ 
tion  of  rational  beings,  and 
not  Suffer  them  to  be  wanton  ly 
Sacrificed  to  the  rage  and  ma¬ 
lice  of  mankind,  without  his 
knowledge  and  permifljon. 

30  So  far  from  this,  that 
the  lead  evil  cannot  befal 

you  without  his  direction  — 
for  God  is  intimately  ac¬ 
quainted  with  all  your  mi¬ 
nuted  concerns,  and  the  very 
hairs  of  your  head  are  num¬ 
bered  by  his  ail-comprehen- 
five  wifdom. 

3 1  Banilh,  therefore*  from 
your  bread  all  fear  of  human 
malice  and  persecution— An 
intelligent  being  worthily 
engaged  in  the  publifhing 
among  mankind  a  religion  of 
God’s  own  appointment,  is 
Surely  more  intirled  to  the 
divine  care  and  regards  than 
the  irrational  and  inferiour 

V 

creatures. 

32  Thefe  Sufferings  are  the 
Sure  teds  of  mens  principles 
— Whofoever,  therefore,  noc- 
withdanding  the  menaces  of 
tyrants  and  the  rage  of  per¬ 
secutors,  lhall,  with  undaunt- 


4  The  maxim  of  the  great  Tureme  is  jufMy  celebrated— J 
Dieti,  et  je  n’ai  point  d’autre  trainte. 


e  crains  le 
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ed  refolurlcn,  publickly  pro- 
feb  Uis  belief  of  chriftianity, 
him  will  I  publickly  acknow¬ 
ledge  to  be  my  true  difciple 
before  God  and  the  afiembled 
world. 

33  But  whofoever  fhall  be 
terrified  by  the  dread  of  pub- 
lick  odium,  or  fear  of  perfe¬ 
ction,  into  a  publick  recan¬ 
tation  of  his  chriftian  prin¬ 
ciples,  and  {ball  openly  re¬ 
nounce  his  profeflion  —  him 
will  I  alio  publickly  reject  at 
the  general  rcfurre&ion. 

3  4  The  promulgation  of  the 
chriftianreligion  will  produce 
effects  in  the  world,  the  very 
reverie  of  its  genius  and  ten-; 
deney,  for  tho’  it  is  defigned  \ 
to  promote  universal  harmony  ] 
and  concord,  and  to  extin- 
guilh  mens  worft  paffions, 
yet  it  will  blow  them  into 
the  moll  vehement  and  de- 
'ftrudrive  flames. 

3  5  For  it  will  occalion  fuch ; 
violent  quarrels  and  unhappy 
dtfeords,  as  will  not  only 
break  all  the  common  ties  of 
humanity,  bur  alio  difTolve 
the  molt  intimate  bonds  of 
confanguinity. 

36  And  through  religious 
differences  a  man’s  mod  im¬ 
placable  enemies  (hall  be 
thufe  of  his  own  familv. 

4 


37  Sut  whenever  family 
affections  happen  to  interfere 
and  clafli  with  your  duty,  the 
former  mult  be  given  up 
without  hefitation— for  he, 
who  facrilices  his  religion, 
either  to  parental  tendernefi, 
or  to  filial  piety,  forfeits  the 
chriftian  chanadter,  and  will 
never  be  acknowledged  as  a 
genuine  difciple. 

38  For -unworthy  the  name 
of  chriftian  is  he,  who  will 
not  fubmit  tjo  tile  greateff: 
difficulties  for  the  fake  of  it. 

:  39  For  he  who  faves  his 
life  in  this  world  by  mean 
compliances,  kc  the  expence 
of  his  conference  and  religion, 
fhall  in  another  be  for  ever 
deprived  of  if  — but  he  who 
loies  his  lifein'mycaufe,  fhall 
with  infinite  advantage  re¬ 
gain  it  in  a  glorious  and  hap¬ 
py  immortality. 

§ — 40  These  admonitions 
I  give  you,  and  with  this  au¬ 
thority  I  inveft  you — fo  that 
every  one  who  receiveth  you, 
in  efteft  receives  me — and  he 
who  obeys  my  inftruftions, 
obeys  the  will  of  God,  who 
originally  delegated  and  lent 
me  into  the  world. 

41  He  who  entertains  a 
publick  inftrudtor,  or  a  good 
man,  under  tnele  characters. 


«  This  tc^t  is  more  in  poin*  rl»an  any  other  a  direft  proof  of  the 
total  perdition  oi  the  wicked  -  -Who  fljall  be  puniihed  with  t-vcrlajhng  . 

Vo  l.  I.  D 


and 
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and  pays  their  refpeftive  dig¬ 
nity  and  worth  a  real  eftcem 
and  friendly  regard,  fhall  be 
entitled  to  a  marc  of  their 
future  rewards. 

42  And  whofoever  {hall  do 
the  leaft  benevolent  aft  of 
generofity,  merely  on  account 
of  your  being  rjiy  difciples, 
his  generofity  flowing  from 
fuch  an  inward  principle  {hall 
not  go  unrewarded. 


CHAP.  XI. 

1  TESUS  having  with 

J  thefe  directions  cfifmif- 

a  ♦  ♦ 

led  his  diiciplefc,  removed 
from  that  part  of  the  coun¬ 
try,  to  teach  and  inftruft 

other  towns  in  the  doftrines 

■  *  '  f  » 

and  dudes  of  the  gofpel. 

2  But  the  fame  of  his  a- 
ftonifhing  miracles  reaching 
John,  who  was  then  in  pri- 
fon — he  called  tyo  of  his  dif¬ 
ciples,  who  were  allowed  free 
accefe  to  him  in  his  confine¬ 
ment,  and  ordered  them  to 
propole  to  Jefus  the  follow¬ 
ing  queftion  f. 

3  Art  thou  that  ill  ufttops 
perfonage  foretold  by  the 
prophets  ?  pr  is  the  Meffiah, 
ft  ill  to  be  the  objeft  of  out; 
expeftation  ? 

4  To  which,  njeflage  Xefu% 

replied— Co  and  give  John 


a  faithful  account  not  only  of 
the  fafts  which  you .  have 
heard  from  univerfal  report, 
but  of  thole,  of  which  your- 
felves  have  been  fpeftators. 

S  Inform  him  that  the 
blind  receive  their  fight,  the 
lame  walk,  the  lepers  are  re- 
ftored  to  health,  the  deaf  to 
hearing,  the  dead  to  life,  and 
to  the  poorefl  objefts  arc 
communicated  the  joyful  tid- 
intrs  of  everlafting  falvation. 

And  blefled  is  he  whom 
neither  the  meannefs  of  my 

«  ’  ^  w 

condition,  the  oppofiuon  of 
the  Jews,  or  the  fear  of  re¬ 
proach  and  perfection,  fhall 
difeourage  from  embracing 
my  religion. 

§—7  When  they  were 
gone,  Jefus  took  occafion  to 
ipeak  concerning  John  to  the 
multitudes,  that  were  col- 
lefted  together,  and  faid  to 
them— -What  induced  you  to 
flock  in  fuch  crowds  into  the 

•  9 

wildernefs  ?— Did  feme  trifle- 
ing  and  ridiculous  affair  excite 
in  yop.  a  vain  curiofity  to  go 

thithec? 

8  What  was  it  attrafted 
your  admiration  ?  —  Did  you 
prefi  with  fuch  eager  and  im¬ 
patient  fteps  to  lee  a  perfon 
attired  in  a  vain.  and.  fan- 
taftic  drris,  who  fiiddenly 
appeared  there  ?— Such  dwell 


f  John  lent  theft,  that  they  n^t  ft  the  evidence  that,  was  exhibited, 
and  afterwards  become  Chrift’s  difciplc*. 
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in  fplendid  and  munificent  |  moft  determined  rancour  and 
palaces,  but  are  not  Teen  in  |  malignity, 
the  dreary  unfrequented  wil- 1  13  The  mofaic  fyftem  con** 

dernefs.  I  tinued  in  its  full  force  ’till  the 

9  What  was  it  then  you  |  time  that  John  entered  upon 
crowded  to  fee  there  ?— wias  I  his  prophetic  office ;  but  it 
ic  a  prophet  yes,  and  a  j  is  now  to  be  fuperfeded  by  a 
prophet  greatly  fuperiour  in!  new  and  nobler  inftimtion. 
dignity  and  office  to  any  that  14  And  if  you  will  admit 
ever  preceded  him.  j  and  make  proper  ufe  of  my 

jo  For  this  is  the  perfon,!  aflertion— — be  aflured.  That 
whole  future  appearance  Ma- 1  this  perfon  isthatElias,  whom 
lachy  predi&ed  in  that  paf-  j  the  prophets  foretold  fhould 
lage — * *  Behold !  I  will  com- 1  come  at  the  clofe  of  the  Jew- 
miffion  and  fend  a  meffenger  I  ifh  difpenfation. 
to  be  thy  forerunner,  in  or- 1  15  Let  every  one,  who 

der  that  univerfal  attention !  hath  rational  powers  dili- 
may  be  exciced,  and  the  gently  cultivate  and  improve 
minds  of  men  be  previoufly  I  them,  by  carefully  inveixigat- 
difpofed  for  the  reception  of  |  ing  and  fmcerely  obeying  the 
his  heavenly  dodfcrines.”  I  truth. 

1 1  I  allure  you,  there  ne- 1  1 6  But  the  prefent  ge ne¬ 
ver  appeared  under  the  mo-  ration  difeovers  fuch  a  petu- 
faic  aifpen  fation  a  prophet  of  I  lancy  and  peryerfenefs  of  tem- 
fuperiour  eminence  to  John  J  per,  that  no  method  of  in- 

the  Baptift - neverthelefs,  j  ftrudtion  will’  produce  its  in- 

the  moft  ignoble  and  obfeure  j  tended  effedts.  I  can  com- 
teacher  of  chriftianity  is  in- 1  pare  them  to  -nothing  fo  pro- 
vefted  with  a  fublimer  office,  J  periy  as  to  a  number  of  peev- 
and  a  more  illuftrious  mini- 1  ifh  children,  who  are  deter- 
itry  than  he  was.  ( I  mined  not  to  be  pleafed  with 

1 2  But  yet  from  the  time  |  any  thing  their  companions 
that  John’s  miniftry  com- 1  fay  or  do ; 

menetd  to  the  prefent  day*  1  17  Who,  when  their  play- 

the  eredlion  of  the  gofpei  j  fellows  are  in  the  height  of 
. .  kingdom  hath  been'  moft j  mirth  and  djearfulncfs,  ap- 
violendy  oppofed,  and  the  j  pear  fulky  aiid  fullen— but 
depraved  and  bigotted  Jews  j  are  immediately  in  tranfports, 
furioully  aflaujt,  and  a-  j  when  they  fee  others  diffolved 

hour  to  fubvert  it,  with  .he  I  in  tears. 

\  D  2  18  The 
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18  The  difingenuous  per- 
ver fends  of  the  prdenc  age  is 
evinced  from  the  ^verfion 
and  contempt,  they  have 
equally  fhowed  tio  John^s  in- 
Ftru&ions  and  my  own— tho’ 
our  method  and  (banners  were 
entirely  diflimilaf.  For  John 
practefed  rigid  abftcmioutnefs, 
and  affected  the  greateft  au- 
fterity  and  mortification  in 
his  drefs  and  diet : 

19  The  Ion  of  man,  on 
the  contrarv,  ftudied  nofuclr 

V  9 

Angularities— e  niter tained  no 
fcruples  about  afiy  particular 
kind  of  food,  of  liquor— but 
unaffectedly  affiliated,  and  fa¬ 
miliarly  converfed  with  men  of 
all  profeftions  and  conditions, 
without  diftinftion — yet  ftill 
they  are  difgulted  and  ex¬ 
claim— What  a.  Have  to  ap- 
•  petite !  How  excefiively  fond 
of  wine !  What  an  inlepnra- 
ble  companion  of  wicked  and 

profligate  men  - — -  But 

thole  >vho  are  the  real  friends 
of  virtue,  confcious  of  ics  in-i 
valuable  worth, .  embrace  it* 
what  exterior  form  foever  it 
a  flumes,  and  obey  its  dilates, 
in  what  method :  and  manner 
foever  they  come  recom¬ 
mended. 

§ — 20  Tubs  he  began  to 
upbraid  thote  towns,  which; 
had  been  witnefles  to  the 
greateft  part  of  his  miracles, 
lor  their  infuperable  preju¬ 
dices,  •  and  invihcible  dbfti- 
nacy  and  impenitence. 


21  Woe  unto  you,  O  ye 
inhabitants  of  Chorazin  and 
Kethfaida  1  had  liich  (hiking 
proofs  of  miraculous  power 

and  divine  authority  been  ex¬ 
hibited  before  the  citizens  of 
Tyre  and  Sidon,  they  would 
have  deemed  the  evidences 
irrclillible,  immediately  have 
obeyed  the  heavenly  mefien- 
ger,  and  repented  with  the 
fincercft  contrition  and  a- 
mode. 

22  Be  affured,  therefore, 
that  in  the  general  judgment, 
much  lefs  fevcrc  puniflimenc 
lhall  be  inflicted  on  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
ra  than  what  you  lhall  then 
be  doomed  to. 

23  And  thou  O  Caper¬ 
naum  !  who  now  haft,  by  thy 
power  anil  opulence  mount¬ 
ed  to  lb  high  an  elevation, 
lhalt  be  precipitated  into  the 
loweft  gulph  of  ruin  and  de¬ 
finition —  for  had  fuch  iliu- 
ftrious  miracles  been  wrought 
in  Sodom,  it  w'ould  have  been 
Handing  at  this  day. 

24.  As  thou  haft,  there¬ 
fore,  refitted  ftVonger  con¬ 
victions  and  rejected  greater 
evidences  than  Sodom  ever 
did,  be  affured,  its  future 
miferies  will  be  Ids  dreadful 
than  thole,  to  which  thou 
{halt  be  devoted. 

“§—25  At  that  time  Jefus 
uttered  this  pious  ejaculation 
to  God— I  thank  thee,  O  thou 

gre.t 


Chap.  xii. 


by  M 


great  Parent  of  univerial  na¬ 
ture,  that  thou  haft  hid  •  the 
evidences  of  the  gofpel  from 
thoie,  who  value  themfclves 

on  their  fuperiour  wilvlom 

and  erudition  •,  but  haft  ex¬ 
hibited  them  in  their  full  ir* 
rcfiftible  force  before  humbie, 
tlocil,  and  ingenuous  minds. 

2  6  This  procedure,  O  fu- 
preme  Father  of  all,  was  in 
conilqucnc.e  of  that  benevo* 
lent  plan  which  thy  infinite 
wifclom  originally  formed. 

27  Me  hath  God  com  mi f- 
fioned  and  empowered  to  re¬ 
veal  his  will  to  mankind -T- 
and  there  is  no  being  ib  well 
acquainted  with  the  illuftrious 
dignity  and  office,  with  which 
I  am  inverted,  as  theFather — 
nor  is  there  any  intelligent 
creature  favoured  with  ib 


r  T  H  E  W.  37 

precepts,  which  I  have  iftul- 
trated  and  enforced  by  my 
own  conduct,  and  learn  from 
my  example  the  virtues  of 
inoffenfive  meekocls  and  un¬ 
affected  IiumiKty  —and  yon 
w|U  fecure  true  .  and  lifting 
peace  and  happlpefs. 

30  For  my  idoCtrine  is  cal¬ 
culated  for  the  felicity  of 
mankind — -its  injunctions  are 
not.  rigourous  and  oppreffive 
to;  human  nathre  — but  the 
paths  into  whi^h  it  introduces 
men,  are  unfoeakably  pica- 
la  ot  and  dcledthble. 


C  HAP.  XII. 


1  T  T  happened  about  that 

;*•  time  that  as  Jcfus  was 
goin  g  through  fome  corn¬ 
fields,  his  difciples,  compelled 
clear  ami  fublime  a  percep-  [  by  hunger,  pi  ticked  fome  of 
tion  of  the  nature  and  per-  ( the  ears,  as  they  parted  along, 

j  *  i>  h  a  %  t  t  #1  |  .  a  ^  ^  *  4  . 


fictions  of  the  Deity  as  the 
Son,  and  an  all  will  entertain 
ir.  confcquence  of  their  re- 

l  # 

ccption  of  die  dilution  re¬ 
ligion  \ 


and  rubbing  them  in  their 
hands,  began  to  eat  the  corn. 

2  The  Fharilees  perceivin 
this,  fa  id  to  J  efus — W  hy  d 
not  thou  reprove  thy  dil- 
28  Come  unto  me  all  ye,  j  doles  for  violating  the  duties 
who  groan  under  the  unfup-  j  oi.the  fabbath  \ 


portable  burden  of  the  cere¬ 
monial  lav/ - and  1  vVill 

vindicate  you  into  perfect  j 
liberty  and  freedom. 

29  Obey  rpy  dodtrines  and 


3  To  This  Jefus  replied 
Do  not  you  refledt  what 

hunger  once  compelled  Da- 
•vid  and  hb  meti  to  do  ? 

4  Need!  refoind  you,  that 


5  This  is  in  faft  true,  and  is  ar  markable  prophefyof  our  Saviour.  All 
thofe  countries  will  bp  found  extremely  defective  in  the  knowledge  of  .he 
fupu-cie  God,  which  lave  not^eceivpd  the  Chrilti^n  revelation, 


D.  2 


he 
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he  went  into  the  tabernacle]  § — 9  Going  from  that 
and  eat  the  coniecrated  Jhew  place  he  went  into  one  of 
breads  which  all,  except  their  religious  aflemblies, 
priefts,  were  ftri&ly  proni-  j  10  in  which  there  was  a 
bited  from  tailing.  I  man,  who  had  a  withered 

5  The  conduct  alio  of  the  I  hand.  The  Jews,  therefore, 

priefts,  tho’  on  a  fabbath  day  I  feeing  his  attention  engaged 
they  go  through  all  the  work  j  by  fuch  an  unhappy  fpeSacle, 
and  labour  of  the  temple  fer- 1  and  watching  every  opportu- 
vice  and  facrifices,  is  not  ac-  J  nity  to  afperfe  and  blacken 
counted  criminal.  j  his  chara&er,  and  deftroy  his 

6  And  if  the  fabbatkal  j  publick  ufefulnefs,  faid  — ■  Is 
employment  of  the  priefts  in  I  it  lawful  to  heal  on  the  fab- 
the  temple  exejmpt  them  |  bath  ? 

from  all  guilt,  rtiuch  more]  it  To  which  queftion  he 
will  the  important  office  of]  replied — Is  there  any  of  you, 
preaching  the  gOfpel,  with  |  tho*  the  moft  ftrict  and  con- 
wliich  I  have  irivefted  my  J  feientious  obferver  of  the  fab- 
difciples,.  excufe  them.  J  bath,  who  would  hefitate  a 

7  If  you  had  known  the  I  moment  to  extricate  a  fheep, 
true  meaning  of  thole  words  I  that  was  entangled  in  a  brake, 
in  the  prophet— u  I  am  bet-  j  or  fallen  into  a  pit  on  the 
ter  pleafea  with  a £b  of  mer- 1  fabbath  day  ? 

cy  and  compafiior},  than  with  j  12  And  if  no  one  Icruples 
the  moft  coftly  facrifices ** — I  to  affift  a  beaft  in  fuch  cir- 
God  by  this  dirje&ion  infi- 1  cumftances — how  infinitely 
nuating  that  polkive  inftiiu-  j  more  fit  and  lawful  is  it  to 
tions  are  in  his  estimation  of  I  do  an  a&  of  mercy  and  bc- 
inferiour  value  to  moral  ob-  I  nevolence  on  a  fabbath  day 
ligations-^-you  would  not  with  I  to  a  rational  being ! 
fuch  'rigour  have  cenfiired  I  1 3  He  then  turned  to  the 
my  difciples  for  the  violation  |  man,  and  faid — Extend  thy 
of  a  mere  externa!  cere- 1  arm— he  extended  it— and  it 
znony,  and  the  tranfgrefiion  J  was  inftantaneoully  as  perfeft 

of  a  command  purely  arbi- 1  as  the  other. 

trary.  |  14  But  the  Pharifees,  in- 

8  For  the  ion  of  man.  is  j  ftead  of  being  convinced  by 

authorized  to  fet  men  free  |  this  amazing  difjplay  of  di- 
fmm  thofe  ceremonious  ri-  j  v:°ie  power,  went  away  ftung 
gours  and  fabbarical  fever i- 1  With  implacable  rage  and  in- 
t:es,  which  yob  impale,  I  veterate  malice— *  and  imme- 

j-  diately 
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*  a 

diately  confederated  together  |  inoffenfive,  and  ever  a&uated 
and  vowed  his  deftruChon,  |  by  the  rules  of  prudence  and 

1 5  But  Jefus  by  that  know- 1  caution  — —  'till  the  time  that 
ledge  of  the  human  heart,  j  he  (hall  have  fintfhed  the  pc- 
with  which  he  was  endowed,  j  riod  of  his  publick  miniftrv, 
being  confcious  of  their  de-  rand  firmly  eftablifhed  his  rea¬ 
ligns  againft  his  life,  remov-  jgion. 

ed  from  that  part  of  the  coun- 1;  21  And  after  its  eftablilh- 

tpr,  attended  with  vaft  mul-  jment  in  Judea,  the  Heathens 
ticudes  of  people  >,  ambng  |  ihall  embrace  it,  and  receive 
whom  he  cured  all  who  la-  I  him  as  the  Mefliah  and  law- 
boured  u  nder  any  difeafe.  j  giver  of  the  world.” 

16  But  fiddly  charged  j  §>—22  There  was  brought 
them  not  to  divulge  the  fame  to  him  at  tlhac  time  a  moft 
of  his  miraculous  cures— -left  miferable  cjbjeCt,  labouring 
the  Jews,  fired  with  refent-  undo*  a  dreadful  complies- 
ment,  ihould  apprehend  him  tion  of  afflictions  —  for  the 
and  accelerate  nis  death.  wretched  dreature  was  in- 

17  By  his  courting  priva-  fane,  blind,  ;and  dumb— But 
cy,  therefore,  and  making  he  inftantly  reftored  him  to 
obfeure  retreats  the  feene  of  the  ufe  of  his  hearing,  fpeech, 
his  inftruftions  and  miracles,  and  intellects. 

he  fulfilled  the  following  pro-  23  At  which  miracle  the 
phecy  of  Ifaiah.  whole  multitude  were  ftruck 

18  “  Behold  my  fervant,  with  the  laft:  amazement,  and 
the  objeClr  of  all  my  fondeft  faid— "Muft  toe  this  perfonage 
affcCtions !  1  will  impart  to  be  the  Meffijah h  ? 

him  the  moft  excellent  gifts  24  The  Pharifecs,  who 
and  afionifhing  powers,  and  were  prefect,  hearing  this 
he  Ihall  propagate  true  reli-  language,  and  being  deter- 
gion  among  the  nations.  mined  to  evade  the  evidence, 

19  He  (hall  not  conyqke  to  renounce  his  pretenfions, 

the  people,  with  loud  voci-  and  to  ruin  his  reputation 
feration,  to  fee  his  miracles  with  the  multitude,  replied 
—nor  dii'play  his  divine  cn-  —  This  mart  is  only  a  con- 
dowments  in  the  ftreets,  with  federate  with  the  daemons, 
often  tatious  parade  :  and  ejeCts  them  by  means  of 

20  The  whole  of  his  de-  fome  compaCt  with  their 

portment  (hall  be  meek  and  chieftain  Beelzebub. 

▼ 

h  Thu  is  the  reading  in  feveral  MSS. 
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25  But  Jcfus,  wfrofediyine  demons  and  cure  the  moll 
knowledge  penetrated  the  inveterate  disorders  by  a  povv- 

human  heart,  and  pervaded  ercommunicarcd  to  me  from 

all  its  innioit  rcceilcs,  kno«v-  the  fu  prone  Being- - it  foi- 

ing  their  malicious  thoughts  lows,  that  I  am  commiflioncd 
and  invidious  deligps,  turned  and  authorized  by  God  to 
to  them  and  thus  add  relied  cftablilh  his  kingdom  and 
them — Every  kingdom  torn  promote  the  interdts  of  his 
by  internal  divifiojis  and  ci-  moral  government, 
vil  dilcord  is  quickly  reduced  29  As  no  or.e  can  forcibly 
to  a  Hate  of  the  molt  deplo-  enter  the  houfc  of  a  ftroog 
rable  diflolution  and  ruin —  man  and  pillage  it,  unlcfs  he 
every  city  alfo  and  every  fa- 1  be  poflefled  of  ilrength  to  bind 

mily,  full  of  diflentipn  and  the  I  and  contine  him - fo  the 

rage  of  faftion  and  animofny,  I  power,  with  which  I  am  en- 
cannot  flourilh  and  profper:  I  do  wed  to  expel  demons, 

26  Now  if  Satanj  empower  j  proves  me  pofleiled  of  force 
any  one  to  expel  thole  chc- 1  luperiour  to  theirs. 

mons  which  he  himfelf  in- 1  30  So  far,  therefore,  am  I 

jeers,  he  mull  foment  difien-  I  from  being  an  accomplice 
tions  in  bis  own  kingdom—  |  \^ith  Satan,  as  you  infinuate; 
and  confequently  cpnfents  to  I  that  Satan,  tlifclainiing  all 
its  weaknefs  and  demolition.  I  connections  with  me,  oppofes 

27  Befide,  if  I  eject  dae- !  me  with  implacable  malice — 

mons  by  a  confederacy  with  I  and  is  fo  far  from  being  my 
Beelzebub — by  whcjfe  agency  I  auxiliary,  that  he  caufes  the 
and  alii  (lance  do  yciur  rdati-  Igreateft  mifehiefs,  in  order  to 
ons  eject  them  ? — As  to  any  j  counteract  my  defigns k. 
real  league  or  compact  that  j  3 1  And  as  to  your  afcrib- 
they  have  with  infernal  fpirits  I  ing  my  miracles  to  a  fuppofed 
as  their  co-adjutors,  I  refer  j  intercourfe  with  Beelzebub, 
you  ‘to  -  their  determination  j  let  me  obferve  concerning  this 
and  judgment5.  ] - that  the  moft  atrocious 

28  But  if  I  exterminate  I  crimes  and  the  moll  aggra- 

r 

,  ’  » 

*  Meaning,  that  they  would  find,  npon  examining  them,  that  it  was 

impoffible  that  any  fuch  intercourfe  or  confederacy  with  evil  fpirits  fhould 
ever  be  eftaHlilhcd.* 

*  The  literal  tranfiation  of  the  Verfe  is  this— He  (i.  e,  Satan)  not  be* 
ing  with  me  is  againil  me  —  and  not  gathering  flieafs  with  me,  fcatters 

them  all  abroad - Obferve,  that  our  Lo.  I  rcafoned  and  confuted  them 

upon  their  principles. 

vated 


Chap.  xii.  ,/y  Matthew. 

vared  guilt  fhall  be  forgiven »  cency  ?  — —  your  prefent  re¬ 
but  that  incorrigible  malig-  proaches  are  but  the  over- 
nity  of  heart,  which  can  in-  flowings  of  a  depraved  heart, 
duce  men  to  evade  all  the  35  Mens  outward  conver¬ 
ts  ri  king  evidence  of  divine  fation  and  depprtment  are  the 
power  that  hath  been  exhi-  true  index  of  their  minds  — 
bked,  by  imputing  them  to  the  good  actions  of  a  virtuous 
a  confederacy  with  dromons,  perfon  flow  fjrom  the  pure 
ihaii  never  be  forgiven — as  it  fciurce  of  a  good  heart :  but 
is  fuch  an  enormity  of  con-  the  actions  of  a  bad  man  come 
du<5f,  and  discovers  a  mind  ftained  and  tinctured  from  the 
fo  infupcrably  prejudiced  and  ;  impure  fountain  of  a  corrupt 
depraved,  as  the  llrongeit  heart. 

convictions  could  never  affe£t  36  And  bfi  allured,  that, 
and  penetrate,  far  every  contemptuous  ban- 

32  Even  the  moil:  oppro-  tea*  and  ihecr  that  {hall  be  caft. 
brious  calumnies  againlt  the  upon  the. diyinp  authority  and 
fon  of  man  fhall  be  forgiven  illuftrious  evidences  of  the 
—  but  he  who  ihaii  rgeft  all  gofpel,  thofe  who  have  wan- 
thc  moft  illuftrious  proofs,  tcjnly  and  malicioufly  thrown 
an  .1  with  faitehood  and  blaf*  out  fuch  invidious  reflections, 
piiemy  aferibe  the  miraculous  ihaii  be  called  to  a  fevere  ac- 

-  operations  of  God  to  the  in-  count  at  the  general  judg- 
viiible  machinery  and  energy  ment. 
of  wicked  and  infernal  fpirits,  .  37  For  men*  who  have  had 
precludes  ail  conviction,  and  the  evidences. of  the  gofpel  in 
ihaii  never  be  forgiven,  here  all  their  1  uffrb.  propofed  to 
or  hereafter.  them,  Hull  ip  that  day  .  be 

33  So  that  as  the  goodnefs  either  applauded^  or  Con¬ 
or  badnefs  of  a  tree  is  cer-  derailed,*  according  as  they 
tainly  difeoyered  by  the  fruit  have  admitted  or  rejected  the 
it  bears  —  fo  the  moral  be-  proofs  given  ‘m  alteration  of 
haviour  and  actions  of  men  it. 

are  an  infallible  reft  and  crii  § — 38  At  that  time  fome 
terion  of  the  goodnefs  or  bad-  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 
nefs  of  their  hearts.  fees  fpoke  to  him  and  fa  id, 

34  F°r  is  it  pofiible  that  I  —Sir,  the  miracles  you  have 
you,  who  harbour  in.  your  hitherto  wrought  have  not 
hearts  fuch  virulence  and  ran-  been  able-  to  convince  us— 
cour  again  ft  me,  can  fpe;_.c  (how  us  lorne;  extraordinary 
of  me  with  candour  and  de-  prodigy,  that  may  be  an  ir- 

refiftible 


42  j The  Hiftory  of  Jesus  Chap.  xii. 

refiftible  proof  to  us  of  your  ttions  attended  with  no  mini¬ 
divine  commiflion.  Icle9t  yet  they  were  awaken- 

39  To  whom  Jefus  thus  led,  and  repented  in  fincerc 

replied— —A  nation  funk  inland  unfeigned  contrition  — 
debauchery  and  wickednefs,  J  but  this  age  hath  rejected  a 
not  fatisfied  with  all  the  proofs  I  perion  veiled  with  an  infi- 
I  have  hitherto  publickly  I  nitely  greater  authority  and 

given  of  my  prophetic  mil- 1  fuperiour  power, 
fion  and  character,  requires  1  42  The  conduct  alfo  of  the 

me  to  exhibit  before  them  1  queen  of  Arabia  will  at  the 
fome  miraculous  prodigy —  I  general  judgment  evince  to 
But  as  they  have  hitherto  re- 1  the  whole  aflembled  world 
lifted  all  the  other  ftriking  I,  that  the  condemnation  of  the 
ieftimonies  1  have  hitherto  [iprefent  race  will  be  juft — For 
produced,  no  nu|*aculous  pro- 1  lhe  felt  fuch  emotions  at  the 
digy  fhall  be  fuiither  granted  mme  of  Solomon's  celebrated 
diem,  except  cine  that  willfwirdom,  that  nothing  could 
be  fimilar  to  what  bcfel  the  |  allay  her  vehement  defire  of 
prophet  Jonah.  I  convening  with  fuch  match- 

40  For  as  Jonah  being  left  knowledge,  but  lhe  haf- 
thrown  into  the  ffca,  and  fwal-  tened  with  impatient  fteps  to 
lowed 'by  a  great  filh lay  Jerufalem,  tho’  immenfe  and 
mgulphed  in  its  profound  and  I  rugged  regions  interpofed  — 
capacious  belly 1  three  days  I  But  the  prefent  generation 
and. three  nights,  and  was  af- 1  treat  a  perfon  of  fuperiour 
terwards  difgorged,  and  re-  j  wifdom  and  eminence  to 
ftored  to  light  and  lift: — fo  I  Solomon,  with  the  laft  con- 
Ihall  the  fen  of  man  continue  |  tempt. 

the  lame  (pace  of  time  in  the  i  43  When  an  impure  fpiri: 
grave,  and  afterwards  burftiis  ejected  out  of  a  man,  ic 
the  bonds  of  death.  I  roams  over  dreary  and  inhof- 

41  The  behaviour  of  the  j  pieable  waftes,  in.  queft  of 
inhabitants  of  Nineveh  (how  I  repofe,  but  fatally  dilap- 
the  conduit  of  the  prefent  J  pointed : 

age  to  be  abfbluiely  inexcul-  j  44  Tired  with  devious 
able.  For  tho*.  Jonah  only  |  wandering,  and  filled  with 
gave  them  verbal  admoni-  I  defpondency,  it  forms  a  re- 

♦ 

1  The  Greeks  uled  the  word  xnrtt  T>  denote  not  merely  a  whale,  hut 
any  large  fifh,  as  is  evident  from  thj  following  paffage  in  Plutarch: 

tr  xsdctpv  Atftsrr  aSTor  rwtKaC f.  Phocion  p.  1384.  Ed.  Stcph. 

folution, 


Chap.  xiii.  by  Matthew. 


folution,  at  all  adventures, 
to  return  to  its  old  refidence 
—  when  behold  I  on  its  ap¬ 
proach  it  finds  it  fumifhed 
with  every  elegance  for  its 
reception. 

45  Tranfported  with  this 
unexpected  happinefs,  it  ran¬ 
ges  in  fearch  of  its  compa¬ 
nions,  and  takes  a  number  of 
daemons  of  greater  malignity 
and  ferocity  than  itfelf— ana 
they  all  take  poflelfion,  and 
render  the  lalt  condition  of 
that  man  infinitely  more 
wretched  and  deplorable  than 
it  was  before  *, 

$ — 4 6  While  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  thefe  diicourfes,  his 
mother  and  his  brothers, 
wanting  to  confult  him  pri¬ 
vately,  could  not  gain  accefi 
to  his  perfon,  for  the  multi¬ 
tudes  that  furrounded  him. 

47  Upon  which  a  perfbn 
faid  to  him — your  mother 
and  your  brothers  are  come 
and  feek  a  private  conference 
with  you,  but  are  prevented 
by  the  crouds  from  approach¬ 
ing  you. 

48  From  this  incident  Je- 
fus  taking  occafion  to  incul¬ 


cate  a  lefion  of  ufeful  inftruc- 
tion  upon  his  hearers,  addref- 
fing  the  perfbn.  Who  inform* 
ednim,  and  raifinghis  voice, 
faid— Whom  do  you  call  my 
mother,  and  whom  my  bro¬ 
thers  > 

49  Then  turning  to  hfs 
diiciples,  and  ft  retching  out 
his  hands  over  them,  he  faid 

—  Behold  my  mother !  Be¬ 
hold  my  brothers  ! 

50  For  every  perfon,  who 
fincerely  loves  God  and  obeys; 

his  will,  u  united  to  me  by 
more  ftrong  and  intimate 
bonds  than  the  deleft  ties  of 
blood  can  form— and  fuch  a 
character  (hail  be  to  me  -every' 
endearing  relation  in  one. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

1  "DUTJeius  finding  him- 

**  felf  greatly  incommod¬ 
ed  in,  the  houfe,  and  his  in- 
ftru&ions  confined-  within  a 
narrow  circle,  removed j  to 
the  fea  fhore,  that'*  he  might' 

be  more  generally  heard. 

2  Ana  taking  a  boat;  her 
lit  down  in  it—**—  white  infi¬ 
nite  crowds  collected'  and' 


*»  By  this  fabulous  reprdentation  is  fitly  adumbrated  the  iriond  flatt  of1 
the  Jewiih  nation  duringour  Saviour's  miniiby — for  tho*  their  vices  and' 
prejudices  were  for  a  time  di/tarded,  when  John  made  his  public  ap¬ 
pearance,  and  they  were  bapnfed  by  him  making  penitent  confcffion  of 
their  fins— yet  thefe  vices  foon  rtturntd  and  repojftjf.d  them  with  greater' 
force  and  violence  than  ever,  and  by  rendering  their  hearts  inscceflible 
to  ail  convi&ion  at  1*3  plungtd  thdm  in  the  molt  fatal  mifery  and  de- 
ftrudion. 

2 


formed 
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formed  tbemfclvcs  on  the  bofom  being  foftcred  and  ad* 

riling  beach.  '  Vanced  to  maturity*  sc  r tpa4 

-  3  To  thele  he  thought  pro-  the  bufbanciman  with  a  rich 
per  to  convey  ipftrutiion  in  and  copious  crop,  proporf/- 

fabulous  reprefentations-r -  onate  to  the  refpecrivc  de- 

and  he  addr v/fed  to  them  the  grees  of  \  he  i oil’s  fertility, 
following  parable  —  An  huf-  9  J.et  every  one*  whom 
bandman  went  out  to  fow  his  God  hath  endowed  with  ra- 
grounds.  tional  and  intellectual  pow- 

4  But  the  feed  .being  feat-  ers,  cultivate  and  improve 
tered  promifeuoufly,  and  in  them  by  a  diligent  and  care- 
cvery  dire&ion,  met  accord-  ful  attention  to  truth  and  fa- 
ingly  a  various  fate — forfjme  cred  inilruction. 

fell  on  the  hard  beaten  path,  $ — to  Having  fmiflted 
into  which  not  being  admit-  the  ciifcourfe,  the  ddciples 
ted,  as  it  lay  on  the  furface,  a  Iked  him  in  private,  what 
the  birds  urged  With  hunger  induced  him  to  convey  his 
immediately,  light*  and  pick-  J  do&rines  to  the  populace  in 
ed  it  all  up.  I  the  vehicle  of  fiction  and  pa- 

5  .Others  fell  on  hard  im-  J  rable. 

penetrable  rocks,  juft  cover-  J  1 1  To  which  queftion  he 
ed  with  foil — into  which  as  j  thus  replied — Your  good  dif- 
foon  as  received;  it  came  up,  pofhions  have  prcviouily  en- 
but  having  no  depth  of  foil,  j  gaged  you  to  embrace  the 
it  was  not  able. to  urike  root;  jigolpel,  from  a  pcrfualion  of 
.  6  lo  that  when  the  fun  rofe  I  its  truth  and  excellence,  and 
and  aifailcd  it  with  its  icorch*  j  you  Are  acquainted  with  its 

inc  beams,  i  t  was  inftantlyfhri-  j  original  defign  and  tendency 

veiled,  and  being  deftitute  of  j  but  the  incredulous  and 
both  root  and  moifturc,  itlobftinate  Jews,  who  corn- 
withered,  faded,  and  died,  j  pofe  the  greateft  part  of  my 
7  Some .  alfo.  f^ll  among  J  audience,,  are  deftuiue  of  the 
rank  and  invincible  weeds — j  love  of  virtue,  candour  and 

4  %  •  ■  1  S  W 

which  (hooting  out  tall  luxu- 1  truth, 
rious  branches,  and  ipread-  |  1 2  For  he  that  is  blefled 

ing  around  their  baleful  in*  j  with  good  difpofitions,  and 
fluence,  entirely  choaked  and  I  enquires  after  truth  with  fin- 
killed  it  by  depriving  it  of  all  I  cere  honefty  and  impartiality, 
nourifhment.  I  (hall  greatly  augment  his  for- 

S  But  other  feeds,  fell  upon  tine,  ftock  of  religious  know- 
good  foil— -—in  whofe  genial  I  ledge,  and  by  the  diligent 
*  1  culture 


evidence. 


Chap,  xiii. 

f  _  * 

culture  of  his  incellefluaf 
powers  reap  a  copious  har- 
veft  of  wifdom  and  vimicrr 

bat  he,  who  crimes  not  thefe 
good  difpofirions  to  them- 
veftigatioiv  of  truth,  but  hath 

D  7 

his  mind  warped  by  prefix 
dice  and  perverted  by ‘  vita, 
will  be  fo  farfrom  embracing 
truth,  when  it  prefents  itfeif 
before  him,  in  die  fulnefs  bf 

that  it  will  only 
rivet  and  eftablifh  his  former 
prejudices  the  more.  v 
1 3  This,  therefore,  is  the 
motive  that  hath  induced  me 

9 

to  veil  the  truth  under  the 
fhade  of  parable  —  becaul<? 
thole,  who  have  been  eye- 
wimefles  of  my  iiluftrious 
miracles,  have  not  been  con¬ 
vinced  $  and  thofe  who  have 

heard  authentic  accounts  of 

* 

them,  have  not  been  per¬ 
fumed  of  their  credibility 
sad  admitted  them  as  proofs 
of  K'y  divine  million  and 

p 

c her act 
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14  So  that  I  may  juftly 
apply  to  the  prelent  age  the 
fc. lowing  pad  age  in  Ifkiah,  as 
deferiptive  of  their  moral  ftate 
and  condition  —  “  You  fliall 
hear  repeated  accounts  of  the 
molt  amazing  miracles — but 
they  fhall  produce  no  rational 
convictions  in  your  minds 
yeu  (hall  even  behold  fre¬ 
quent  difplays  of  fuper natu¬ 
ral  power — :  but  fhall  not 'ac¬ 
knowledge  it  to  be  divine. 


45 

15  For  the  perception  of 
this  people  is  blunted  by  pre- 
pofieflion,  fo  that  it  is  impof- 
fible  to  gairi  adrrtiffion  to  their 
Hearts  by  the:  avenues  of  any 
of  their  fenfes^ — for  they  have 
neither  the  faculties  of  feeing, 
t  -  -  -  uridCrftahding  to 
beftow  on  any  fchetrie,  that 
hath  a  tendency  to  produce  a 
general  reformation  and  a- 
memfment  Of  ‘  life  among 
them”  0 

But  great  beyond  de- 
feription  is  your  happinefs, 
who  are  upon  the  ftrongeft 
evidence  convinced,  by  what 
you  continually  fee  and  hear, 
oif  the  divine  dignity  and  e- 
fninence  of  my  prophetic  of¬ 
fice  and  authority. 

17  For  be  allured,  that 
many  of  the  moft  iiluftrious 
and  diftinguilhed  perionages 

add  virtue  in  for- 

40 

mer  ages,  havie  defired  to  live 
in  the  times  jn-which  you  live, 

and  to  be  l'pedtators  of  thofe 
grand  feenes,  w  hich  you  every 
day  behold —7-  but  were  not 
permitted. 

18  As  you  have,  there¬ 

fore,  embraced  my  religion, 
and  are  defiiious  to  know  its 
precepts  and  doftri nes  ■ —  at¬ 
tend  to  the  following  expli¬ 
cation  of  the  fable  juft  re¬ 
cited.  ; '  . 

19  The  feed,  then,  'that 
was  fcattered  upon  the  beaten 
path  repreients  cverv  perfen 

w  hofe 
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whole  prejudices  and  ftupidi- 1  preclude  all  religious  and  vir- 
ty  will  not  luffer  the  doflriftes  I  tuous  improvement, 
of  Chriftianity  p>  make  any  I  23  Laftly,  by  the  good 
lafting  impreffion  upon  their  I  feed  Town  upon  good  land 
minds,  but  furrender  up  the  I  are  lignified  thole  virtuous 
principles  of  it  an  eafy  prey  I  characters,  who  attentively 
to  any  perfon  who  is  wick- 1  liften  to  the  important  leflbns 
ed  enough  to  defire  the  fa- 1  of  the  gofpel,  and  make  it 
crifice.  I  their  ftudy  to  underftand 

20  .The  feed  Ibwn  upon  |  them  — —  and  who,  in  confe- 
the  rocks  flightly  covered  I  quence  of  their  third  after 
with  earth  is  uujended  to  de- 1  moral  and  religious  pleafures, 
fcribe  thole,  who  on  the  firft  I  attain  a  confiderabfe  profici- 
propofal  immediately  embrace  j  ency  in  the  knowledge  of  di- 
the  gpfpel.with  tranfport.  I  vine  things. 

21  But  thefc  their  tranf-|  §—24  After  having  thus 

ports  are  but  of  a  ihort  and  I  given  the  moral  of  the  fore¬ 
momentary  duration.^  for  I  going  fable  in  private  to  his 
their  minds  being  full  of  ca-  j  aifciples — he  addreffed  to  the 
price  and  levity  render  it  im*  I  people  alfo  the  following  pa- 
poflible  for  the  gofpel  toe*  I  fable— The  gofpel  difpenfa- 
reCt  any  thing  folid  and  du-  l  tion  may  be  compared  to  an 
rable  on  lo  light  and  unftablel  hulbandrnan,  who  lowed  his 
a  foundation  -  —  lb  that  the  |  ground  with  good  feed, 
very  firft  trial  ajnd  perfecu-*  I  2  5  But  at  the  dead  of  night, 

tion,  that  a  (Tails  them,  fob-  J  when  every  eye  was  clof- 
verts  their  principles,  and  I  ed  in  lleep,  his  malicious  e- 
caufes  them  imrfiediately  to  |  nemy  Hole  into  the  field  — r- 
abjure  Chriftianity  without  I  fowed  tares  among  the  wheat 
the  leaft  remorle.  1  —and  then  flunk  away. 

22  The  feed,  moreover,  J  26  So  that  no  looner  was 
which  was  difleminated  a-  J  the  corn  in  the  blade  and  be- 
inong  thorns, .  denotes  thole,  i  gan  to  promife  a  copious  har- 
who  hear  and  profefs  the  gof- 1  veil,  but  it  was  found  to  be 
pel —  but  their  anxious  foli-> 1  intermixed  with  tares,  which 
cimde  for  fecular  honour  andj  I  lhot  up  in  great  abundance. 

{grandeur,  and  their  infatiable  |  27  Struck  with  this  unex- 

uft  of  gold,  deprive  the  good  J  pelted  phenomenon,  the  ier- 
principles  they  have  imbibed  I  vants  haftened  to  their  maftcr 
pf  nouriflhmcnt,  and  entirely  I  ani  laid— Sir,  you  certainly 

I  lowed 


Chap.  xiii.  by  MATTHIV, 


lowed  good  grain  in  your  field  *  §  -t —  33  This  parable  he 

—  what  is  the  reafont  there- 1  likewiie  addrefied  to  the  peo- 
fore,  that  it  hath  produced  |  pie— Christianity  may  be 
fuch  a  quantity  of  tares  ?  1  compared  to  leaven,  which 

28  This  injury,  laid  he  to  ]  a  woman  mixed  among  a 
them,  is  done  me  by  fome  |  very  cpnfiderable  quantity  of 
j>erfon  that  wilhes  me  ill  —  |  dough,  'till  the  whole  rnafg 
Would  you  have  us  go  then,  |  was  fermented. 

faid  the  fervants,  and  clear  the  J  34  Fable  or  parable  was 
crops  of  them  ?  j  the  dida&ic  form  in  which 

29  By  no  means,  he  re- ]  Jefus  c hole  to  convey  inllruc- 

plied — for  by  eradicating  the  ■  rion  to  his  audience— All  his 
tares  you  will  at  the  lame ;  publick  difeourfes  abounded 
time  loofen  the  roots  of  the  with  moral  allegories  and  E- 
wheat.  gurative  reprefentations : 

30  Let  both  continue  in  35  So  that  the  words  of 

the  mixed  ftate  they  are  in  the  pfalmift  may  be  properly 
’till  the  harveft  —  and  then  I  cited  and  applied  to  Jelus— 
{hall  order  my  reapers  firft  to  “I  will  utter  parables,  and 
colled  the  tares  together  and  dilclofe  important  things  un¬ 
burn  them  up  —  afterwards  known  to  former  ages.** 
carefully  to  tided:  the  good  § — 36  After  Jefus  had  re- 

grain  and  repofit  it  in  my  tired  from  the  multitude  into 

barn.  a  private  houfc— the  difeiplea 

§—3 1  The  following  was  approached  and  thus  accolted 
alfo  another  of  his  inftrudive  him— Condefcend  to  give  us 
fables,  which  he  publickly  an  explication  of  the  fable  of 
delivered  —  Christianity  the  tares, 
is  in  its  original  like  a  fingle  37  In  compliance  with 
grain  of  mu  Hard  feed,  which  their  requell  he  gave  them 
a  man  lows  in  his  field.  j  the  following  explanation— 

32  Which  is  one  of  the  I  By  the  perfon,  who  fowed  the 
Ieaft  of  all  feeds— but  after  it  ]  good  grain,  I  intended  to 
hath  attained  its  full  growth,  reprelent  the  ion  of  man— 
becomes  one  of  the  tallefl  1  3  $  By  the  field— the  pro¬ 

of  the  vegetable  world,  and  I  lent  ftate  of  trial  and  difei- 

ft retches  out  its  branches  I  pline - by  the  good  grain, 

with  fuch  {lately  growth  and;]  virtuous— and  by  die  tares— 
luxuriance,  as  to  afford  lhel-|  wicked  cfyriftians. 
ter  and  lodging  to  the  f*a- 1  39  By  the  enemy  that  fow- 

thered.  tribes.  j  ed  them,  the  devil — by  the 

*  harveft. 
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harvcft,  the  final  conlumma- 
tion  of  this  probationary  fcene 
—  --and  by  the  reapers,  the 
Angels, 

40  For  as  in  harveft  time 
the  tares  are  carefully  fepa- 
rated  from  the  grain,  collec¬ 
ted  together,  and  entirely 
burnt  up— fo  will  God  in  the 


treafure,  which  had  for  a  lor.*? 
time  lain  privately  concealed 

in  a  field - which  a  man 

chancing  to  di (cover,  is  trans¬ 
ported  with  inexprefiible  joy 
—  covers  it  tip  up  again 
haftens  home  with  rapid  and 
imp atien t  fteps — and  con  veto 
his  whole  eitate  into  monev, 

4  7 


jday  of  judgment  deal  with  j|  to  purchafe  that  field 
worthlefs  and  incorrigible  fin- ‘  * 

ners, 

41  For  the  fon  of  man 
fhall  difpatch  his  angels  into 
every  part  of  his  wide  and 
extenfive  kingdom,-  and  they 
ihall  convene  together  every 
one,  who  hath  wilfully,  ei¬ 
ther  by  precept  or  example, 
impeded  the  progrefs  of  re¬ 
ligion,  and  led  impious  and 
immoral  lives : 


4.2  And  they  fhaH  drive 

and  precipitate  them  into  a 
yawning  gulph  of  flaming 
fire,  where  they  fh all  feel  the 
moft  excruciating  pain,  and 
fuller  mifery  and  fiorrou  r 
unutterable. 

43  But  the  fintercly  pious 
and  virtuous  fhall  then  be 
invefted  with  a  robe  pf  celef- 
tial  glory,  rclembling  the 
pure  effulgence  of  the  meri¬ 
dian  fun — Let  every  rational 
and  accountable  being  attend 
ro  thefe  important  and  inter¬ 
filing  difeoveries. 

§ — 44  Again,  the  Chrif- 
tian  revelation  is  like  an  ex¬ 
ceeding  rich  and  fplendid 


§—45  The  gofpel  king¬ 
dom  relembles  alfo  a  mer¬ 
chant,  who  indefatigably  ex¬ 
plores  foreign  regions  in  fearch 
of  the  choiceft  diamonds : 

46  And  happening  to  meet 
with  one  of  immenie  value — 
he  goes  immediately  and  fells 
every  thing  he  hath  in  the 
world,  and  makes  a  purchafe 
of  it. 

§—47  Finally,  ChrifhV 
nity  is  like  a  net  call  into  the 
fea,  and  i  nclofmg  fi  fli  of  every 
fpecies ; 

48  And  when  it  is  replete, 

they  drag  it  to  land- - then 

fearing  themiclves  upon  the 
(hore,  they  ieparate  the  good 
from  the  bad — and  carefully 
prelerve  the  firft,  but  throw 
the  laft  away  as  altogether 
ufefefs. 

49  In  a  manner  fimilar  to 
this  (hall  men  be  treated  at 
thp  general  refurredtion — for 
the  angels  of  God  Ihall  then 
be  fent  out  to  fever  the  wick¬ 
ed  from  the  virtuous : 

50  Whom,  after  they  have 
thus  diferiminated,  they  will 

plunge 
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plunge  into  an  abyfs  of  flam- 1  laid  one  to  another — Where 
ing  Are,  in  which  they  will  I  did  this  man  acquire  his  learn- 
feei  the  moil  dire  and  agon- 1  ing— whence  did  he  derive 
izing  torments.  j  his  fuperiour  abilities  ? 

§ — 51  After  fpeakingj  £5  Do  not  we  know' him 
thefe  parables  Jefus  faid  to  j  to  be  born  of  an  ignoble  and . 
his  difciples' — Do  you  per-Jobicure  family  ? — -Is  not  his 
fe&ly  underfland  my  mean-  I  father  a  carpenter? — We  all 
ing  and  intention  ?  ■  *— ■  they  I  know  his  mother  Mary,  and 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative.  1  his  brothers  James  and  John, 
52  He  then  faid  to  them  I  Simon  and  Juae. 

— every  publick  teacher  of  I  56  Hb  fitters  too  aye  all 
chriftianity  ought  to  ftudy  the  I  fettled  among  us — How  is  it 
precepts  and  do&rines  of  it  I  therefore  that  a!  perfon  of  fuch 
with  luch  fedulous  applica-  j  mean  paren tage,  and  defticute 
tion  and  induftry,  that  he,  J  ofa  liberal  education,  comes  to 
like  a  careful  and  provident  j  be  endowed,  all  on  a  fudden, 
matter  of  a  large  family,  may  j  with  fuch  ftupendous  learn* 
lay  up  a  rich  and  inexhaufti-  j  ing  and  aftonifliing  gifts  ? 
ble  fund  of  ufeful  knowledge,  J  57  Thefe  confederations . 
and  may  upon  every  occauon  I  led  them  to  conceive  the  moft 
be  always  able  from  a  mind  j  violent  and  invincible  preju- 
jfeplete  with  wifdom  to  ad- 1  dices  again  ft  him— But  upon 
tfninifter  an  ample  and  falutary  I  this  unreafonaUe  difguft  and 
Jrepaft  for  the  confolation  ana  j  abfbrd  conclufiqn  of  his  conn*, 
(benefit  of  mankind  in  every  j  trymen,  Jefus  made  the  fol- 
various  ftate  and  condition,  j  lowing  obfervatlon— A  pub- 
§ — 53  After  Jefus  had  j  lick  inftruftor  isi never  fo  lure 
delivered  thefe  paroles,  he  I  to'  meet  with .  difrefpeftful 
Removed  from  thofe  parts,  .  j  treatment,  as  among  nis  re- 
54  and  coming  into  his  j  lations  and  acqqaintance. 
fcative  country  he  publickly  j  £8  And  he  worked  but 
taught  in  their  religious  af- 1  few  miracles  among  them, 
femblies — and  difplayed  fuch  j  becaufe  he  judged  it  morally 
^mazing  wifdom  and  profound  impofllble  to  remove  their  in- 
qrudltion  in  his  difeourfes,  veterate  prejudices,  and  to 
that  his  audience  was  ftruck  convince  fuch  obttinate  and 
yrith  the  utmoft  furprife,  and  incorrigible  incredulity.  . 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


•i  rP  H  E  fante  of  thefe 
A  illuflrioUs  miracles 
had  now  reached  Herod's 
court,  who  was  the  Tctrarch 
of  Galilee,  and  raifed  pain¬ 
ful  emotions  in  his  mind. 

2  G reatly  alarmed,  there¬ 
fore,.  and  being;  flung  with 
a  fenfe  of  confcious  guilt,  he 
told  his  courtiers — that  this 
perfon,  who  didfuch  ftupen- 
duous  things,  (Jould  be  no 
other  than  John  the  Baptift, 
whom  he  had  lately  behead¬ 
ed,  but  whom  divine  provi¬ 
dence  had  now  reftored  to 
life. 

3  For  upon  John’s  freely 

remonftrating  againft  his  ini 

tended,  marriage?  with  Hero- 
dias  his  brother  Philip’s  lady, 
Herod  was  fo  exafperated, 
that  he  immediately  ordered 
him  to  be  apprehended  and 

loaded  with  chains ; 

4  Merely  BCcaufe  John 
had  the  undaunted  relblutioh 
to  allure  him— -That  fuch  a 
marriage  would  be  a  flagranjt 
violation  of  the  law  of  God. 

5  This  bold  declaration  iii- 
cenfed  the  tyrant  to  fuch  a 
degree,  that  nothing  would 
content  him .  but  his  blood— 
and  this  he  would  inftandy 
have  fhed,  but  he  was  afraid 
that  by  this  ftep  he  fhould  in¬ 
cur  the  odium  of  his  fubje&s 


•for  John  was  efteemed  by 
the  majority  as  a  moft  illul- 

trious  prophet. 

.  6  Whilejolm  was  under  con¬ 
finement,  it  happened  that  He¬ 
rod  celebrated  his  birth  day 
with  great  pomp  and  magni¬ 
ficence—— on  which  occafion 
the  daughter  of  Herodias 
danced  before  the  company 
jwith  fuch  inimitable  grace  and 
[elegance,  as  filled  Herod  with 
ecftacies  of  rapture. 

7  So  that  he  was  tranfport- 
ed  into  fuch  extravagancies, 
as  to  promile  by  the  moll 
folemn  adjuration,  before  the 
whole  aflembly— that  what 
(he  Ihould  afk  of  him,  he 
would  give  her,  whatever  it 
I  Ihould  be. 

8  The  young  lady  hearing 
this  afieveration,  and  being 
•previoufly  taught  and  miti¬ 
gated  by  her  mother,  laid 
dire&ly— Give  me  then.  Sir, 
:  the  head  of  the  Baptift. 

9  Upon  fuch  an  unexpect¬ 
ed  demand  the  king  was 
thrown  into  the  utmoft  per- 
;  turbation  and  grief  for  the 
rtdh  promife  he  had  made 
.  and  would  gladly  have  re- 
;  traded  it— but  the  folemn 
« obligation,  with  which  he 

had  bound  himfelf,  and  a 
'regard  to  the  comply,  who 
had  all  been  witnefies  of  it, 
incited  him  to  give  orders, 
that  her  requeft  Ihould  im¬ 
mediately  be  granted. 

io  An 
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10  An  executioner,  there- 1  from  any  inhabited  placer- 

fore,  was  difpatched  to  the  f  it  will  be  proper,  therefore, 
prifon  in  which  he  lay,  to  be-  |  for  you  to  difmifs  the  multi- 
head  him.  f  tude  before  the  dole  of  the 

11  And  his  head  was  t  day,  that  they  may  have  time 
brought  into  the  room  upon  [  to  reach-  the  villages  and  get 
a  large  difh,  and  prelented  to  l  refrefhment. 

the  young  lady,  who  carried  |  16  To  whom  Jefus  replied 

it  to  her  mother.'  I - There  is  no  neeeffity  to 

12  When  John’s  difciples  ji  difmifs  them — furnilh  provi- 
were  acquainted  with  the  fate  f  lions  for  them  yourfelves.  . 
of  their  mailer,  they  went  to  l  17  That  is  impoflible,  they 

the  prifon - took  up  his  I  anfwered-^ — for  all  our  ftock 

corpic  and  buried  it — then  [amounts  only-  to  five  loaves 
came  and  informed  Jefus  of  I  and  two  filhes.i 

alt  that  had  happened.  I  18  Thde  he  ordered  them 

§ — 1 3  When  Jefus  receiv-  j  to  bring  to  him. 
ed  this  account,  he  removed  1 .  19  Then  commanding  the 
from  that  part  of  the  country  |  multitude  to  fit  down  upon 

- and  crofting  the  lake,  I  the  grafs  in  regular  and  uni- 

fought  a  private  and  fequeft-  j  form  rows,  he  took  the  five 
erca  retreat— “But  when  the  J  loaves  and  the; two  filbes  into 
populace  underftood  where  I  his  hands,  dife&ed  his  eyes 
he  had  retired,  they  repaired  I  to  heaven,  and  devoutly  blef* 
by  land  to  the  place,  from  I  fed  God— after  this  he  broke 
all  the  neighbouring  towns,  I  them— — diftributed  them  to 
in  a  prodigious  concourfe.  j  his  difciples — and  the  difei- 

14  Jefus  beholding  fuch  an  ]  pies  to  the  multitude, 

itnmenle  crowd  colle&ed  to- 1  20  But  this  fcanty  pittance 

gether,  was  afife&ed  with  the  1  was  lb  miraculoufly  multipli- 
tendereft  fympathy  and  com- 1  ed  by  an  immediate  exertion 
paflion,  and  healed  all  among  j  of  divine  power,  that  not  on- 
them,  who  laboured  under  I  ly  was  every  individual  plen- 
any  indifpofition.  I  tifully  entertained,  but  there 

15  But  the  evening  now  i  remained,  over  and  above 
advancing,  the  difciples  came  J  what  was  confumed,  frag- 
to  him  and  laid  -‘■■This  is  a  I  ments  fufficient. to  fill  twelve 
wafte  and  inhofpitable  coun- 1  bafkets. 

try,  in  which  we  now  are,  J  2 1  The  number  of  thofe, 
and  at  a  confiderable  diftance  j  who  were  thus  fcafted,  with- 

1  £.2  out 
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out  reckoning  the  women  and  tion — fo  that  when  they  faw 
children,  prefent,  was  about  it  gradually  approach  nearer 
Jive  thoufand.  and  nearer,  fuch  was  their 

§ — 22  Immedi  a  tel  y  after  extreme  fear  at  laft,  that  they 
this,  Jefus  with  fome  diiHcul-  lent  forth  cries  and  fhrieks  of 
ty  prevailed  upon  his  difei  terrour. 
pies,  who  were  unwilling  to  27  Jefus  being  now  ad- 
part  from  him,  to  take  a  vanced  near  to  he  boat,  fpoke 
boat  and  crofs  over  the  lake,  to  them  —  told  them  who  he 
while  he  d i I'm i fled  the  people  was,'  and  bid  them  banifii 
to  their  refpe&ive  homes,  their  fears. 

23  His  difciplcs  being  28  Tran  (ported  with  thi.; 
gone,  and  the  vaft  afiembly  afliirance  from  his  well  known 
broken  up,  he  alcended  a  voice,  and  elated  with  confi- 
neighbouring  mountain  in  or- 1  dence,  Peter  replied — If  it  is 
der  that  none  might  intrude  1  you,  command  the  waves  alio 
upon  his  private  devotions—  j  to  fuftain  my  feet,  that  1  may 
and  in  this  feqiteftered  retire- 1  come  and  embrace  you. 
ment  be  continued  ’till  night.  I  29  Jefus  then  ordered  him 

24  In  the  mean  time  the  |  to  come  forward  — —  upon 
boat  was  in  rhe  midft  of  the  I  which  he  quitted  the  veflei — 
lake,  lalhed  by  the  foaming  and  began  at  firft  to  advance 
waves,  and  aflailed  by  a  tern- 1  with  intrepid  fteps  upon  the 
pcftuous  and  contrary  wind,  I  furface  of  the  waters : 

and  in  imminent  danger  off  30  But  hearing  the  loud 
being  fwallowqd  up  in  the  |  roar,  and  feeling  the  ftrong 
abyfs.  I  impetuofity  of  the  ftorm,  he 

25  After  they  had  con- 1  was  chilled  with  terrour,  and 

fli&ed  with  the  ftorm  the  I  finding  himfelf  finking— -he 
greateft  part  of  the  night  1 1  cried  out  — —  Save  me.  Sir, 
about  the  fourth  watch  Jefus  [  this  moment  fave  me ! 
advanced  towards  them,  [  31  Jefus  then  immediately 

walking  on  the  furfape  of  the  j  extended  his  hand — caught 
deep.  hold  of  him  and  laid — Why, 

2 6  The  difciples,  who  O  thou-  incredulous  !  hail 
were  in  the  veflei,  deferying  thou  now  diftrufted  that  mi- 
an  human  form  gliding  with  raculous  power,  of  which 
fufpended  fteps  over  the  a-  thou  haft  ieen  fo  many  inftan- 
byis,  were  thrown  into  die  ces  ? 

greateft  confternation,  and  j  32  They  both  then  enter* 
concluded  it  was  an  appari-  j  ed  tire  boat— and  inftantly 

1  the 
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the  tempeft  and  the  billows 
were  heard  no  more,  and  a 
perfect  calm  enfued. 

33  They  who  were  in  the 
veffel  feeing  this  amazing 
fccne,  proft rated  themfelves 
at  his  feet,  and  with  the  pro- 
founded  reverence  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  divinity  of  his  per- 
ion  and  character. 

34  When  they  had  crofled 
the  lake,  they  travelled  into 
the  country  of  Gennefaret* 

35  The  inhabitants  of 
which  parts  knowing  the 
dignity  of  his  character,  dif- 
patchcd  immediately,  upon, 
his  arrival,  meflengers  into 
all  the  adjacent  countries — 
who  upon  this  information; 
given  them,  brought  their 
ftek  and  difeafed  to  him  in 


w  numbers : 

36  Who  only  begged  to 
be  permitted  to  touch  the 
hem  of  his  garment— which 
being  granted,  they  were  in* 
lbinrly  reftored  to  perfect 
health. 

CHAP.  XV. 

1  ABOUT  that  time 

there  came  to  Jefus 
feme  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  who  lived  in  Je- 
fuialem  and  thus  fpoke  to 
him,  _ 

2  What  induces  you  to 
permit  your  difciples  ta  vio¬ 
late  thofe  wife  traditionary 
maxims,  chat  have  been  hand- 
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ed  down  to  us  by  our  religi¬ 
ous  ianceftors  ? — It  feems 
your  difciples  think  it  no 
breach  of  duty  to  eat  bread 
with  unwaihed  hands. 

3  To  whom  Jefus  thus 
replied— Why  do  you  break 
the  exprefs  command  of  the 

Seat  God,  rather  than  fuper- 
le  the  fuperftitious  traditions 
of  your  elders  ? 

4  For  example— God  in 
the  law  hath  lolemnly  enjoin¬ 
ed  upon  you  this  precept— 
“  Honour  thy  father  and  mo¬ 
ther-let  him*  who  treats  his 
parents  in  an  abuiive  and  in¬ 
jurious  manner,  be  put  to 
death.** 

5  But  you,  in  diredfc  op- 
pofirion  to  this  divine  com¬ 
mand,  fay— That  whofoever 
dedicates  his  jubilance  to  pi¬ 
ous  and  religious  ufes,  is  un¬ 
der  no  obligation  to  relieve 
an  aged  and  heceflitous  pa¬ 
rent. 

6  In  this  Aberrant  manner 
have  you  abfolutely  vacated 
and  annulled  the  plain  and 
exprefs  command  of  God 
while  you  fcrupuloufly  ob- 
ferve  every  fpperftitious  tra¬ 
dition. 

7  What  fanftimonious  and 
dcteftable  hypocrites! — excel¬ 
lently  hath  the  prophet  Ilaiah. 
charaftcrifed  you  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  paiTagc, 

8  ■“  This  people  approach 
me  with  demure  and  morti- 

E  3  fied 
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fied  looks,  but  their  hearts  j  foon  (hall  both  they  who  thus 
are  not  at  all  engaged  in  what  I  notorioufly  corrupt  the  facred 
they  utter :  j  precepts  of  God,  and  thofc 

9  Vain,  therefore,  are  all  j  who  fufter  themfelves  to  be 
their  pretences  to  fuperiour  J  deceived  by  them,  moft  mi- 
fan&ity,  while  they  rigoroufly  I  ferably  perilh " 
infift  upon  the  traditions  ofl  15  when  Jelus  had  fpokcn 
men  to  the  tcjtal  disregard  I  thus,  Peter  defircd  him  to 
and  contempt  bf  the  divine  I  explain  to  them  the  meaning 
commands.”  J  of  thofe  figurative  expreflions 

to  Having th'us  fpoken,  he  1  he  had  lately  made  lie  of. 
turned  to  the.  populace  and  j  16  On  hearing  this  requeft 
faid  — ^-carefully  attend  to  the  J  Jefus  faid  —  Do  not  you  un¬ 
importance  of  what  I  am  go- 1  derftand  my  meaning  ? 
ing  to  declare,  and  diligently  j  j  7  Do  not  you  confider. 
revolve  it  in  your  minds—  j  that  no  meat  whatever  that 

1 1  It  is  not  any  thing  ex-  ]  is  received  into  the  ftomach 
ternal  that  fenders  a  perfon  j  can  have  any  influence  upon 
unclean,  but  impurity  hath  |  the  moral  temper  and  dilpo- 
.its  fource  Jblely  from  within.  I  fition  of  the  mind  ? 

12  After  thi$  the  difciples  I  18  Evil  dilpofitions  alone 
came  near  him  and  faid— Do  I  defile  a  man  —  and  thefe  de¬ 
pot  you  know  that  the  Pha-|  rive  their  original  from  the 
rifees  were  exc^flively  exaf- 1  heart,  which  is  the  iource  of 
perated  at  the  difeourfe  you  j  a&ion, 

juft  now  levelled  againft  their  I  1 0  For  from  the  heart  pro- 
traditions  ?  I  ceed  wicked  intentions,  mur- 

1 3  Every  dodtrine,  anfwer-  j  der,  adultery,  debauchery, 

cd  Jefus,.  that  nath  not  the  I  theft,  perjury,  fcandal. 
i'anajon  of  my  heavenly  Fa- 1  20  Thefe  are  the  things 

ther  to  fupport  it,  both  it,  |  that  conftitute  moral  impu- 
and  they  who  propagate  it,  j  rity  in  the  fight  of  God — But 
(hall  be  deftroyed.  I  merely  eating  with  unwafliui 

14  They  are  altogether  un- 1  hands  cannot  render  a  perfon 
worthy  your  concern  and  lo-l  polluted. 

licitude— they  are  blind  fu-  J  § — 2 1  After  war  os  Jefus 
perftitious  teachers  of  a  wil-  J  removed  from  that  place,  an  J 
fully  deluded  multitude— and  I  retired  into  that  part  of  the 

*  lit  this,  and  the  preceding  verfr,  our  £ord  reftrs  to  the  definition  of 
Jerafalpm.  ‘  - 


country 
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country  that  lay  contiguous  drqn,  and  throw  it  to  the 
to  Tyre  and  Sidon.  dogs. 

22  And  a  woman,  who  27  It  is  true.  Sir,  (he  faid 
was  a  Canaanite,  an  inhabi-  — but  yet  the  dogs  are  permit- 
tan  t  of  that  region,  followed  ted  freely  to  eat  the  crumbs 
him,  crying  in  a  loud  and  im-  that  fall  from  the  plentiful 
portunate  manner  —  O  thou  table  of  their  mailers, 
fon  of  David !  pity  my.  un-  28  Struck  with  this  in- 

happy  circumftances !  I  have,  gepious  and  unexpected  re- 
a  daughter,  who  is  in  a  mod  ply,  Jefus  faid— -As  you  re- 
dreadful  manner  tormented  pole  juch  lingular  confidence 
by  a  daemon.  in  my  power  to  aflift  you— 

2  3  But  notwithftanding  your  requeft  is  granted — and 
her  vehemence  Jefus  made  from  that  ifftant  her  daugh- 
her  no  reply  —  Upon  which  I  ter  enjoyed  a  perfect  cure, 
the  difciples  came  to  him  and  j  §—29  Lb  aving  that  coim- 

defired  himtodifmifshcr,  for  I  try  Jefus  removed  near  the 
that  they  were  (tunned  and  j  lake  of  Galilee — where  hav- 
teazed  by  her  clamour  and!  ing  afeended  a  mountain,  he 
importunity.  |Tat  down, 

24  To  her  requeft  he  thus  J  30  and  there  collected 

anfwered  —  I  was  not  fent  to  J  round  him  spi  immenfe  mul- 
propagate  my  dbCtrines  a-  j  titude,  bringing  with  them 
mong  the  Heathens  — my  j  per  lb  ns  who  were  lame,  blind, 
million  and  miniftry  are  foie- 1  dumb,  mutilated  %  and  la- 
ly  confined  to  the  depraved  I  bouring  under  various  other 
and  degenerate  nation  of  die  |  infirmities.  Thelc  unhappy 
Jews.  1  creatures  they  laid  at  the  feet 

25  She  then  advanced  up  of  Jefus,  and  he  inftantane- 
to  him  and  accofted  him  in  I  oufly  healed  them. 

the  moft  refpefitful  manner,  j-  3 1  So  that  the  muldtude 
faying-  ■•Sir,  be  pleafed  to  I  was  feized  ^rith  the  iaft  afto- 
befriend  me  in  my  unhappy  I  nilhment,  wlicn  they  faw  the 
circumftances !  J  dumb  (peak,  the  mutilated 

26  Jefus  faid  to  her— It  is  I  perfeCl,  the  lame,  walk,  and 
noc  proper  to  take  that  food,  J  the  blind'  reftored  to  fight— 
which  was  defigned  for  chil-  {  Struck  with  wonder  and  gra- 

.  .  * 

0  were  thofe  who  wanted  a  limb,  and  is  a  quite  di  Sere  at  word 

from  mentioned  in  this  catalogue  of  unhappy  cafes. 

E  4 
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titude,  they  glorified  the  God 
of  Ifrael. 

32  Jefus  then  calling  his: 
difciples  to  him  faid — -I  fin- 
cerely  commiferhte  the  con¬ 
dition  of  tfiis  multitude  a-' 
round  me— they  have  been 
with  me  three  days,  and  are. 
now  entirely  deft&tute  of  food 

— I  am  unwilling  to  d ifm ifs 

them  without  refrdhment, 
for  1  am  afraid  many,  being 
at  a  confidence  difiance 
from  home,  will  faint  by  the 

way,  , 

33  To  this  t)he  difciples 
replied  -7-  How  is  it  poffible 
for  us,  in  fitch  a  wild  tolirude 
as  this,  to  provide  food  to 
entertain  fuch  ai  prodigious 
number  of  people. 

34  Jefiis  then  laid— 'What 
provifions  arc  you  able  to 
Collect  among  yoUrfehres  ?  — 
They  anfwered— We  have 
only  feven  loaves  and  a  few 
little  fifties. 

35  Jefus  commanded  all 

the  crowd  to  fit  down  on  the 
grafe  in  regular  rows, 

36  This  done— he  took 
the  feven  loaves  and  the  fifiies 

bfefied  God  * —  brake  tfiem 

gave  them  to  his  difciples 

and  ordered  them  to  dif- 

tributc  them  among  the  mul- 
•  |  ^ 
titude, 

37  who  all  eat,  and  were 
fetisfied*-tand  the  fragments, 
that  werccdile#cd  afterwards. 


were  enough  to  hi!  feven 
balkets. 

3$  The  number  of  people, 
who  were  thus  miraculoufly 
entertained,  without  reckon¬ 
ing  women  and  children,  a- 
mounted  to  four  thpufand. 

39  Having  thus  refrelhed 
the  multitude,  he  difinified 
them  to  their  homes  —  and 
taking  boat  went  by  ware; 
into  the  country  of  Magdala. 


CHAP.  XVL 

1  A  T  that  time  the  Pha- 

rifecs  and  Sadducees 
came  with  an  intention  to 

s 

make  trial  of  his  miraculous 

powers  -r—  and  thus  accofted 
him  r— Be  pleafed  to  fhow  us 
fome  grand  illuftriom  pro¬ 
digy  in  the  Iky  to  convince 
tis  of  thy  prophetic  character. 

z  To  whom  he  thus  re¬ 
plied— In  the  evening  you 
prognofticate,  from  the  rud¬ 
dy  appearance  of  the  heaVen, 
that  it  will  be  calm  and  fe- 
refte  weather  on  the  morrow. 

3  In  the  morning  you  fore- 
tel  that  the  day  will  be  rainy 
and  tempeftuous  from  the 
red  and  gloomy  alped  of  the 
heavens— Hypocrites !  yc 

pretend  to  great  accuracy  and 

certainty  in  prognofticating 
the  weather  from  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  iky— and  arc  n$t 

you  able,  with  the  greateft 

precifion 
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precifion  and  clearnefs  to  dif¬ 
fer  a  the  particular  marks  and 
features  of  the  prdenc  pe¬ 
riod  ? 

4  An  age  immerled  in 
wickednefs  and  debauchery 
defires  me  to  difplay  fome 
illuftrious  prodigy  in  the  fky 
for  their  canviclion— But  no 
iuch  ftriking  fignal  Ihall  be 
exhibited  before  it  — except 
one  publick  prodigy  that  Ihall 
be  iimilar  to  what  happened 
to  the  prophet  Jon 3h — Af¬ 
ter  having  laid  this,  he  ab¬ 
ruptly  left  them  and. with¬ 
drew. 

§ — 5  Cross i ko  the  lake 
with  his  difciples — when  they 
were  arrived  upon  the  oppo¬ 
site  fliorc  they  found  they  had 
forgotten  to  take  provifions 
with  them. 

6  Now  Jefus  had  juft  charg¬ 
ed  them  ftriftly,  laying--  — 
Cautioufly  avoid  the  leaven 
of  the  Pharilces  and  Saddu- 

cecs. 

7  This  advice,  therefore, 
they  all  interpreted  as  a  re¬ 
proof  of  their  forgetfulnefs  in 
not  providing  thcmfelves  with 
bread. 

8  Jefus,  confcious  ?f  their 
miftake,  faid — Why  do  you 
difeover  fuch  general  uneafi- 
nefs  and  painful  foiicitude, 
merely  becaufe  you  have  for¬ 
gotten  to  take  provifions  with 
you  ?— how  long  will  yoti 
continue  todiftruftmv  power  ? 

•  »  ♦  A 
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9  Cannot  you  conclude 
that  I  am  able  to  fupply  your 
wants  in  a  miraculous  man¬ 
ner,  when  you  refledt  that  I 
entertained  five  thoufand  with 
five  loaves,  and  the  frag? 
ments  that  were  collected, 
filled  twelve  bafkets. 

10  How  many  bafkets, 

alfo,  were  filled  with  the  frag¬ 
ments  of  the  feaft,  at  the 
time  when  I  diftrihuted  feven 
loaves  among  four  thoufand  ? 

i  i  Have  you  not  Sagacity 
and  difeernment  enough  to 
difeover,  that  when  I  caution¬ 
ed  you  againft  the  leaven  of 
the  Phaniees  and  Saddueees, 
I  did  not  intend  to  be  undcr- 
ftood  literally  ? 

1 2  Then  \ hey  clearly  per¬ 
ceived,  that  it  was  againft  the 
pernicious  leaven  of  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  Pharifees  and 
Saddueees,  ^hich  had  diffuf- 
ed  itfeif  tjiroiugh  the  mafs  of 
the  Jewifh  nation,  that  he 
advifed  them. 

§ — 13  After  this,  as  Je¬ 
fus  was  travelling  in  the  coun¬ 
try  about  Gefarea  Philippi, 
he  faid  to  bis  difciples— — - 
What  opinion  does  the  world 
entertain  of  jne  —  Whom  do 
they  fay  lam? 

14  They  anfwered — Some 
judge  you  to  be  John  the 
Bapcift,  reftored  to  life— -  - 
others  think  you  are  Elias, 
the  harbinger  of  the  Mefliah 
—while  others  lav  you  are 

Jeremiah, 
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Jeremiah,  or  Ibme  one  of  the  j  Jefus  began  to  declare  in  ex- 
antient  prophets.  I  prefs  terms  to  his  difciples — 

15  But  whom,  laid  he,  dp  1  that  he  muft  go  to  Jerufalem 
you  imagine  me  to  be?  j  —muft  there  fuffer  the  moft 

1 6  Thou  art,  Simon  Peter  |  abufive  treatment  from  the 
replied,  theMeffiah,  the  fon  j  mamftrates,  the  high-priefts, 
or  the  ever  livir|g  God.  j  and  the  clergy — be  publickly 

1 7  Upon  which  Jefus  an-  I  executed - but  mould  be 

fwered - Diftirtguilhed  will  I  railed,  by  divine  power,  on 

be  thy  happinefo,  Simon,  fon  I  the  third  day. 

of  Jonas— Human  wifdom  I  22  Alarmed  and  confound- 
andfagacity  have  not  enabled  j  ed  atfuch  a  declaration  Peter 
thee  to  give  this  teftimony—  J  took  the  liberty,  in  private, 
my  heavenly  Father  revealed  |  to  expoftulate  with  him,  and 
to  thy  mind  this  important  I  to  reprehend  him  for  predid- 
truth.  I  ing  to  himlelf  fuch  a  fate  — 

18  I  iotemnly  allure  thee,  I  faying,  God  forbid,  that  you 

therefore,  that  $s  thy  name  I  Jhou*d  ever  be  involved  in 
fignifies  a  rock  —  upon  this  I  fuch  fuftc  rings !  — Impoflible, 
rock  will  I  fix  the  bafis  of  my  j  that  this  IhouTdeverbefal  you  ? 
church  %  and  all  the  internal  I  23  But  he  turned  fudden- 
powers  lhall  nevfer  be  able  to  I  ly,  and  faid  to  Peter— Thou 
Jubvert  it.  I  art  an  adverfary  and  obftacle 

19  Thee  will  I  inveft  with  to  the  caule  in  which  I  am 
the  illuftrious  honour  of  be-  engaged— Diverting  my  fuf- 
ing  the  firft  preacher  of  the  fermgs  would  be  crufhing  my 

chriftian  difpenfation - the  religion— Thou  1  peak  eft  like 

great  Jaws  and  rules  of  which,,  a  mort-fighted  mortal,  and 
when  firft  pqbliGied  among!  knoweft  not  in  what  manner 
men,  lhall  be  confirmed  ana  the  great  fcheme,  which  in- 
ratified  in  heaven.  finite  wifdom  hath  planned, 

10  He  then  charged  his  is  to  be  accomplifhed. 
difciples  in  the  molt  Arid  24  Jefus  then  faid  to  his 

and  peremptory  manner,  that  difciples - Whofoever  will 

they  would  not  divulge  it  to .  approve  himlelf  a  true  and 
the  world,  that  he  was  the.  genuine  profeflor  of  my  rek- 
Meftiah.  giorj,  muft  renounce  all  world- 

§—  ■  2 1  From  this  time!  ly  intcrefts,  and  break  every 

*  Peter  vu  the  firft  per (oo  who  opened  the  gofpel  dilpen  (alien.  See 
A£u  x. 
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fond  attachment,  when  they 
come  in  competition  with  his 
duty  "  —ana,  after  the  ex¬ 
ample  of  his  lord  and  mailer, 
jubmit  to  the  fevereft  fnffer- 
ings  which  it  may  feem  good 
to  infinite  wifdom  to  in  Sift 
upon  him. 

25  For  he,  who  by  mean 
and  wicked  compliances,  is 
defirous  to  fave  his  life,  fhall 
lofe  it  to  all  eternity — But  he 
who  fhall  chcarfully  lofe  life, 
rather  than  violate  his  con- 
fcience  and  duty  to  me,  (hall 
finally  recover  it  with  infinite 
advantage. 

26  For  could  a  man,  by 

the  proftiturion  of  all  con- 
fcience  and  virtue,  fecure  the 
pofieflion  of  the  whole  uni- 
verfc — yet  what  benefit  would 

refult  to  him  from  it,  if  he 
was  at  laft  to  incur  eternal 
death !  Or  what  can  a  perfon 
fubftitute  as  an  equivalent  for 
the  lofe  of  immortal  life ! 

27  The  time  is  coming, 
when  the  Mefliah  fhall  make 
his  appearance,  arrayed  with 
the  majefty  of  his  Father, 
and  attended  with  a  glorious 
retinue  of  angels— ana  he  will 
pafs  fentence  upon  every  man, 
according  to  his  conduit 

2  S I  can  allure  you  that  there 
arc  fomc  perfons  now  before 
me,  who  fhall  live  to  fee  the 
ion  of  man  ufhered  with  mag¬ 
nificent  pomp  and  triumph  in¬ 
to  his  kingdom. 

4 


CHAP.  XVII. 

1  ABOUT  a  week  after 

this  Jefus  took  Peter, 
James  and  his  brother  John, 
and  with  them  privately  a- 
feended  a  lofty  mountain. 

2  Here  they  faw  his  per¬ 
fon  undergo  an  aftoniming 
transformation— -for  a  luftre, 
equal  to  that  of  the  fun,  dart¬ 
ed  from  his  countenance 
and  he  appeared  as  in  veiled 
with  a  robe  of  light. 

.  3  While  they  were  ftruck 
with  this  amazing  alteration, 
they  beheld  Motes  and  Elias, 
in  glorious  forms,  approach 
and  converfe  with  him. 

4  Transported  with  the 
pieafure  of  this  wonderful 
feene,  Peter  cried  out — How 
happy  will  it  be  for  us  torefide 
in  this  place !  Permit  us  here 
to  ereft  three  tents- — one  for 
you,  another  for  Moles,  and 
a  third  for  Elias. 

5  While  he  was  thus  (peak¬ 
ing,  a  bright  radiant  cloud 
fixed  itfelfover  them— from 
which  they  heard  this  voice 
diftindlly  and  foiemnly  iflue 
— This  is  my  fon,  the  objeft 
of  my  fonqeft  affe&ions  — 
Hear  and  ojbey  him ! 

6  The  difoiples,  ftruck 
with  the  majefty  of  this  di¬ 
vine  voice,  fell  proftrate,  and 
funk  into  the  laft  conftcrna- 


tion. 


7  But 
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7  But  Jefus  came  to  them,  j  a  perlbn  came  up  to  him  — 
touched  them,  and  had  them]  and  then  fell  on  his  knees, 
rife,  and  banilh  all  their  fears.  1  .  15  faying — Sir,  have  pity 

8  They  looked  then  a- I  upon  my  fon,  who  is  a  luna- 

round,  but  law  no  perlbn  but  |  tic,  and  an  object  of  great 
Jefus.  I  companion — for  he  frequent- 

9  As  they  were  defending  j  ly  falls  into  the  fire,  or  into 
the  mountain,  Jefus  ftri&ly  I  the  water. 

charged  them,  by  no  means!  16  This  unhappy  creature 
to  divulge  the  glorious  Icene,  j  I  brought  to  thy  difciples— 
of  which  they  had  juft  been  |  but  they  were  not  able  to 
witncfles,  ’till  after  his  refur- 1  heal  him. 
refUon.  .  j  j  j  Jefus  then  reproved 

10  The  difciples  then  alk- 1  them,  laying — O  incredulous 
ed  him  this  qutftion  — Why  [  and  untraftable  race  i  how 
do  the  Jewilh  clergy  fay  that  I  long  (hall  I  refide  among  you, 

’  Elias  muft  be  the.  immediate  j  before  I  convince  you  or  the 
predeccflor  of  the  Meifiah  ?  j  dignity  and  extent  of  my  mi- 

1 1  The  Jentiments  of  the  I  raculous  power !  How  long 
Jewilh  do&ors,  faid  Jefus,  are  I  (hall  I  bear  with  your  want 
juft— Elias  in  th<j  fcheme  of  1 0/  confidence  in  me — Bring 
divine  providence  was  to  be  I  yoi»r  fon  hither  to  me. 

the  harbinger  of  the  Meifiah,  j  18  He  was  accordingly 
and  to  *  prepare  mens  minds  j  brought  7—  and  Jefus  by  a 
for  the  reception  of  his  doc- 1  word  expelled  the  difeafe— 
trine's.  J  and  the  young  perfon  was 

1 2  Only  let  me  a  fibre  you,  I  inftantaneoufiy  reftored  to 
that  this  Elias  is  already  come,  I  perfect  health. 

but  the  Jews  rejetted  him,  I ;  19  When  the  multitudes 
and  abufed  his  perfon  and  j  Were  difmified — the  difciples 
miniftry  with  every  wanton 
infolence  apd  indignity — and 
they  will  expofc  me  to  fimilar 
cruelties  and  fufferings. 

1 3  The  difciples  were  then 
convinced  that  by  Elias  he 
meant  John  the  Baptift. 

§—  14  When  they  were 

returned  to  the  multitude— r 

1  See  the  Cambridge  MS. 


came  to  Jefus  in  private,  and 
afked  him  the  reafon,  why 
they  were  not  able  to  ejett 
that  dasmon. 
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20  It  was  folely  owing, 
he  replied,  to  your  want  of 
Confidence  in  rny  power  - — 
For  did  your  faith  bear  the 
fmalleft  proportion  to  the 


fingular 
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lingular  advantages  you  have 
enjoyed  of  eftabliming  and 
confirming  it,  you  would  be 
able  to  efFed  as  aftonilhing 

operations - as  caufing  the 

mountains  to  defeend  from 
their  bafts,  and  transferring 
them  at  pleafure  from  place 
to  place. 

2 1  But  the  degree  of  faith 
requifite  to  expel  fuch  a 
dreadful  and  in veterate difeafe 
as  tiie  prefent,  is  not  attained 
but  by  a  courfe  of  devotion 
and  abftinence. 

§—22  After  this,  as  they 
were  travelling  in  Galilee, 
Jefus,  in  order  to  prepare  the 
minds  of  his  difdpjes  for  fup- 

porting  the  fliock  they  Ibqpld 
l'uftain  by  his  approaching 
death— (aid  to  them— the  fon 
of  man  is  going  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  up  into  the  hands  of 
thofe,  who  third  for  his  blood. 

23  And  they  (hall  murder 
him  — -  but  on  the  third  day 
he  (hall  be  reftored  to  life— 
At  hearing  this  they  were 
greatly  alarmed— and  the 
thought  ol  his  death  funk 
them  into  the  profoundeft  de¬ 
jection  and  grief. 

24  Upon  their  arrival  at 

Capernaum - the  officers, 

who  were  appointed  to  col¬ 
led  the  annual  tax  to  defray 
the  temple  fervice,  came  to 


|  Peter  and  aflced  him  —  if  his 
.  matter  did  not  pay  the  ufual 

i  4  |  A  9 

•tribute. 

25  He  anfwcred  in  the  af¬ 
firmative  - and  coming 

into  the  houfe  to  Jefus,  was 
going  to  inform  him  of  what 
had  palled — but  Jefus  anti¬ 
cipated  him,  faying — From 
whom,  Simon,  do  earthly 
princes  levy  tribute— —from 

their  fons - or  from  other 

people  ? 

26  From  other  people, 
certainly,  faid  Peter— It  fol¬ 
lows  then,  refumed  Jefus, 
that  their  Tons  are  excufed 
from  paying  any  *. 

•  27  However  left  we  fhould 
incur  their  refentment  by  our 
refufal — Go  to  the  lake— call 
in  a  hook— *open  the  mouth 
of  the  firft  firti  thou  fhalt  catch 
— thou  wilt  find  in  it  a  Sta¬ 
ter— take  it  and  give  it  the 
collectors  for  my  payment 
and  thine. 

CHA.P.  XVIII. 

1  A  BOUT  that  time  the 

difciples  came  to  Je¬ 
fus  and  faid— Which  of  us 
will  be  advanced  to  the  high- 
eft  ftation  of  honour  and  dig¬ 
nity  under  thy  reign  ? 

2  Jefus  'ordered  a  little 
child  to  be  brought  to  him— 


r  Our  Saviour's  Argument  againft  his  paying  this  tribute  to  the  temple 
is,  because  he  was  the  Ion  of  that  king  to  whom  it  was  paid, 


which 
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which  he  placed  in  the  mid  ft  i  jr  Unhappy;  will  it  be  for 
of  them,  I;  the  interefts  of  mankind  that 

2  then  fpoke  thus — -Let  j  fo  many  obftru&ions  will  be 
me  in  the  moft  fdlemn  man-  j  laid  in  the  way  of  truth  and 
per  allure  you,  that  unlefs  j-chriftianity — for  the  weak- 
you  renounce  all  temporal  Lnefs  and  wickedneft  of  the 

and  ambitious  vidws - =*and  [  world  will  ricceflarily  pro- 

cuhivate  the  har(nlefs,  inof-  fcduce  many  obftacles  to  im- 
fenfive  innocence  of  this  child  [  pede  the  reception  and  pro- 

— — you  will  not  be  deemed  j  gcels  of  the  golpel - But 

the  proper  fubjt&s  of  the! dreadful  beyond  defeription 
Meffiah’s  kingdom.  [  will  be  the  final  doom  of  that 

4  Whofoever,.  therefore,  j  man,  by  whom  fvich  obftacles 
fhall  acquire  the  neareft  re- 1  are  firft  laid ! 

femblance  to  th£  innocence  |  8  Should,  therefore,  any 

and  humility  of  this  child,  [  of  thy  ftrongeft  appetites  and 
/hall  fee ure  the  mpft  elevated  I  inclinations  tend  to  alienate 
ftation  in  die  golpel  king- 1  thee  from  thy  allegiance  to 
dom.  I  me,  fubdue  and  mortify  them, 

5  Whdoever,  alfo,  from  |  wim  whatever  reluftance  it  is 

a  principle  of  affe&ion  and  I  done — for  better  con  troul  thy 
love  to  me,  does  a  kind  and  J  moft  unruly  defires  here,  than, 
benevolent  office  to  the  mean- 1  by  gratifying  them,  be  at  laft 
eft  perfon,  if  endowed  with  j  expafed  to  eternal  death, 
the  temper  and  difpofidbn  off  9  Every  luft  and  irregular 
a  child— I  fhall  acknowledge  J  denre  that  would  inveigle 
that  kind  office  as  done  to  I  thee  from  thy  attachment  to 
myfelf.  j  the  gofpel,  is  to  be  eradicar- 

6  But  whoever  lhall  de-  J  ed  from  thy  bofom— ^-for  bet- 

fignedly  lay  a  {tumbling  block  2  ter  is  it  to  endure  the  great* 
before  the  mcaneft  ebriftian,  |  eft  miferies  of  this  life  than 
and  feduce  him  from  his  ad- 1  incur  everiafting  deftrudion. 
herence  to  my  caufe— — had  |  10  See  that  you  treats  not 

better  have  a  miU-ftone  fu-  J  the  meaneft  chrifttans  with 
(pended  about  his  neck,  and  j  contempt — for  I  allure  you 
be  precipitated  into  the  pro*  J  the  moft  exalted  angels  are 
founded  abyfs.  *  their  guardians  and  minifters  ’. 

*  By  tboft  witf  Jaw  the  king' A  foe*  are,  in  the  Jewilh  idiom,  denoted 
die  molt  eminent  and  diltingnilhed  perfonagej  of  a  court.  Confult  Either 
i.  14.  nobo  fa iv  the  king's  fact,  and  who  Jot  tbt  firfl  in  tit  kingdom. 

ix  For 


Chap,  xviii.  by  Matthew. 


63 


1 1  For  to  fave  men  from 
definition  was  the  great  de- 
fign  of  the  fon  of  man's  com¬ 
ing  into  the  world. 

12  Had  a  man  an  hun¬ 
dred  fhecp,  and  but  one  of 
them  happen  to  ftray  and  be 
miffing — would  not  he  leave 
the  ninety  nine,  and  traverfe 
the  mountains  with  diligent 

and  anxious  care,  in  fearch  of 

*  * 

it? 

1 3  And  fhould  he  be  fo 
fortunate  as  to  find  it— does 
he  not  feel  greater  tranfport 
at  the  recovery  of  that 'one 
fheep,  than  at  the  fight  of 
the  whole  ninety  nine,  which 
had  not  (frayed  ? 

14  Analogous  to  this  is 
the  benevolent  difpofition  of 
your  heavenly  father,  who  is 
not  defirous  that  the  moil  in- 
con  fiderable  chriftian  fhould 
finally  perifh. 

15  When  your  chrifiian 

brother  hath  been  guilty  of 
any  thing  criminal  in  his  con¬ 
duit  towards  you - go  and 

in  a  private  convention  ex¬ 
po  ft  ulate  with  him  in  a  calm 
and  difpaflionate  manner— If 
you  convince  and  reclaim 
him,  you  have  gained  your 
brother. 

1 6  But  if  he  refitfe  to  ad¬ 
mit  your  Tingle  opinion  and 
determination  of  the  matter 

•take  with  you  one  or  more 
perfons  of  known  candour 
and  integrity— —that  by  the 


probity  and  impartiality  of 
two  or  three  witnefles  the  af¬ 
fair  may  be  fatisfa&orily  de¬ 
cided. 

17  If  he  reject  their  un¬ 
exceptionable  tefiimony- 
refer  your  caufe  to  the  church* 
—  if  he  refufes  to  abide  by 
the  church's  determination— 
regard  him  for  the  future  as 
an  irreclaimable  and  incorri* 
gible  finner. 

18  I  can  faithfully  alfiire 
you,  that  all  your  determi¬ 
nations  on  &rth,  if  confo- 
nant  to  the  rules  of  the  gof- 
pel,  fhsdl  be  confirmed  and 

ratified  in  heaven. 

■ 

19  Let  me  alfo  declare^ 
that  when  the  fentiments  of 
two  of  you  (hall  coincide 
concerning  the  propriety  of 
any  petition  ;to  be  preferred 
to  heaven— that  petition  (hall 
be  granted  by  the  indulgent 
Father  of  all. 

20  For  wherever  two  or 
three  are  convened,  in  order 
to  decide  any  important  af¬ 
fair  refpe£ting  my  religio 
I  will  prefide  among  them* 
and  afiift  them  in  their  fin  cere 

deliberations. 

§  —  21  When  he  had  fi- 
nifhed  this  difeourfe,  Peter 
faid  to  him — How  often  (hall 
niy  chrifiian  brother  repeat 
an  injury  agajinft  me,  and  j 
forgive  him  ?  —Shall  my  for- 
givenefs  extend  to  the  (e- 
ven  th  ? 

22  Not 
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22  Not  feven  only,  replied  j  would  faithfully  dil'chargc  the 
Jefusj  but  upQji  his  fincefe  I  whole  debt. 

penitence  and  remorfe,  fevcri-  I  2  7  The  heart  of  the  prince, 
ty  times  feven.  j  at  the  light  of  fuch  acute  and 

23  With  regard  to  this  {extreme  diftrcfs  and  grief, 
fubje&,  what  qifpofitions  of  {melted  at  once  into  pity  and 

lenity  and  mutual  forgivenefs  {tendernefs - Subdued  with 

it  is  the  defign  pf  the  gofpel  {companion  and  iymparhy,  he 
that  men  fhoulc)  exercile  one  |  rulhed  forward — railed  him 
towards  another,  may  be  re-  |  from  the  ground  forgave 

prefented  and  illuftrated  by  |  him  the  whole  fum — and  dif- 
the  following  parable - A  I  mi  (led  him. 

certain  prince  was  defirous  to  |  28  The  man,  fcarcc  out  of 

have  all  his  accounts  with  hi?  {the  royal  prefer  ce,  happened  to 
fervants  regulalfly  adjufted.  jmeetoneofhisfeHow-fervants 

24  But  when  the  books  {who  owed  him  an  hundred 

were  examined,  there  was  { pence— The  fight  of  whom 
found  among  the  debtors  a  { bred  him  with  refentmcnt — 
man  who  owed  the  crown  ten  { he  fprung  forward  and  feized 
thoufand  talents.  {him  by  the  throat,  crying — 

25  The  payment  of  this  { this  moment  pay  me  my  debts, 

fum  being  immediately  dr-  {  29  Terrified  with  his 

manded  of  him.  he  was  dif  I  menaces  and  violence,  his 

m  to 

covered  to  be  in  very  indi-  |  fellowrfervant  proftrated  him* 

§ent  circumftances — buch  a  { felf  at  his  feet-  . . and  in  the 

ilappointment  moft  highly  |  moft  pathetic  Language  fup- 
exaiperated  his  hiajefty — and  { plicated  him  to  allow  him 
he  inftantly  ordered  the  man,  { time,  and  he  would  honeftly 
and  his  wife,  and  his  children,  { pay  him  the  wholes 
and  his  whole  flock  to  be  30  But  the  other  was  ablo- 
publickly  fold— and  the  mo-  { lutcly  implacable— and  con- 
ney  accruing  from  the  lale  to  j  fined  his  fellow  fcrvanc  to  a 
be  paid  to  him.  |  dungeon,  ’till  he  fliould  make 

2  6  The  man  hearing  this  I  him  fatisfa&ion. 
dreadful  fenterice  pronounced  I  3 1  The  other  fervants,  being 
with  foch  a  ftern  and  deter-  j  Ipe&ators  of  fuch  unrelenting 
mined  look — funk  at  his  ma-  cruelty  and  inhumanity,  were 
je  fly’s  feet — and  with  the  moft  ftruck  with  excefiwc  forrow 
moving  importunity  implor-  and  fympathy— and  goin<* 
ed  a  little  refpite,  and  he  directly  to  the  prince,  related 
4  the 


Chap-  xix. 


by  Matthew. 


*5 


the  ftory  to  him  with  all  its  af¬ 
fecting  circumftances, 

32  The  man  being  imme¬ 
diately  ordered  into  his  pre¬ 
tence,  the  prince  inflamed 
with  indignation  laid  to  him 
Thou  abandoned  flave ! 
did  not  I  freely  remit  thy 
whole  debt,  becaule  thou 
foftenedft  and  fubduedft  my 
heart  into  pity  by  thy  pierc¬ 
ing  tolicitations  ? 

3  3  Oughteft  not  thou  then 
to  have  exprefledthat  compaf- 

fion  towards  a  fellow-fervant 
which  1  exprefled  towards 
thee  ? 

34  His  lord,  fired  with 
refentment  at  fuch  cruelty 
ami  bafenefs,  ordered  him 
immediately  to  be  tortured 
and  confined,  ’till  the  whole 
of  what  he  owed  fhould  be 
paid  him. 

35  With  the  like  ieverity 
will  my  heavenly  father  treat 
you,  unlels  you  cordially  for¬ 
give,  each  nis  chriftian  bro- 
ther,  your  mutual  faults  and 
failings. 

• » 

CHAP.  XIX. 

1  XI/HEN  Jefus  had  fi- 
VV  nilhed  this  difeourfe, 
he  removed  from  Galilee,  and 
travelled  into  thofe  parts  of 
Judea,  that  lay  beyond  the 

Jordan. 

2  In  his  way  he  was  fol¬ 
lowed  by  prodigious  multi- 
tudes — and  he  healed  every 

Vo  L.  I. 


diforder  that  was  prefented 
to  him. 

3 :  Here  the  Pharifees  came 
to  him,  and  with  an  artful 
defign  to  extort  his  fenti- 
ments,  propofed  to  him  the 
following  eninaring  queftion 
Is  it  lawful  for  a  man  to 
repudiate  his  wife  for  any 
thing  whatever  that  may  be 
difagreeable  in  her. 

4  Confcious  of  their  cavil, 
he  replied -7- Doth  not  the 
feripture  inform  you,  that 
God  immediately  after  hav¬ 
ing  formed  the  firft  pair  of 
different  fexes, 

5  pronounced  thefe- words 
—To  form  this  union  (hall  a 
man  forfake  his  parents,  and 
aflociate  with  his  wife  —  and 
they  Ihall  be  connected  in  in- 
di  Soluble  bonds. 

6  In  bonds  fo  indifloluble, 
as  that  they  ihall  not  be  con- 
fidered  as  two  diftin#  indivi¬ 
duals— but  as  one  body  fole- 
ly  actuated  by  one  mind— 
What,  therefore,  God  hath  ib 
intimately  conjoined,  let  not 

man  diiTolve. 

7  They  anfwered  —  Why 
then  doth  the  law  enjoin  an 

inftrument  of  divorce  to  be 

«  ♦ 

drawn  up,  and  the  woman, 
after  this  formality,  to  bq^lif- 
mifled  ? 

8  'He  replied — Mofes  per- 
feftly  knowing  the  ferocity 
and  malignity  of  your  hearts 
permitted  divorces  in  order 

F  to 
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to  prevent  greater  evils * —  |  a  perfuafion  that  the  encum- 
But  in  the  primitive  ages  oflbrances  of  a  family  would 
mankind  this  was  not  al- 1  render  them  lefs  extenfiveJy 
lowed.  I  ufeful  in .  preaching  and  pro- 

9  And  under  the  gofpel  I  pagating  the  goipel,  have 

dijpenfarion,  whofoever  {hall  I  refolutely  renounced  all  con* 
repudiate  his  wife),  except  for  I  jugal  endearments — Let  him, 
her  want  of  fidelity  to  his  I  upon  whofe  inclinations  this 
bed  \  and  marries  another,  I  virtue  of  continency  lays  no 
is.  guilty  of  adultery — and  he,  1  difagrceable  reftrainr,  conti- 
who  marries  the  woman  thus  |  nue,  if  he  pleafe,  to  pra&ife  it. 
.difmified,  incurs  the  crime  |  §-—13  Some  Jewifh  pa- 
of  adultery.  I  rents  at  that  time  brought 

10  The  dilciples  being,!  their  children  to  him,  that 

educated  in  Jewi/h  prejudices,  I  He  might  lay  his  hands  upon 
faid  to  him  in  private  —  If  a  !  them,  and  recommend  them 
man  is  not  allowed  to  divorce  to  the  bleffing  of  God  by  his 
his  wife,  except  only  for  a-  prayers— —But  the  difciples 
dultery,  it  is  moft  ablurd  folly  prevented  their  approach,  and 
in  any  one  to  marry.  reproved  thofe  who  brought 

xi  Jefus faid  to  them—  them. 

.  Continence  and  chaftity  can-  14  Jefus  perceiving  this 
not  be  maintained,  inviolate  faid— Forbid  not  the  accefs  of 

without  marriage,  except  ini  little  children  to  me  . -  for 

iome  few  particular  diftin-j  thofeperfons  only  who  arepof- 
guifhed  inftances.  !  felled  oftheir  native  innocence 

.  12  And  thole  few  have  and  inoffenfive  difpofitions art 
either  received  from  nature)  the  worthy  fubje&s  of  the 
.  conftitutions  mofe  favourable  Mefiiah’s  kingdom. 

.  to  this  virtue— or  have  fub-  15  He  then  laid  his  hands 
mined  to  actual  c  aft  ration— «  upon  them  and  blellcd  them 

and  there  are  others  who  froni  l— Leaving  that  place, 

♦ 

p 

*  The  £tuation  of  Moles  was  exadly  that  of  Solon,  h  juts'  *pifor  W  *** 
frayuyt r  teflftw,  *v/f  x*i*o70fua>,  ptCpQaf  ftp '  wyytcn  VAru* 
qtaat  xat  r<tp«£«t{  rpr  v^ir,  tf&srurtf©?  yt m<u  74  ntneustwu 
trkkir  X0.1  fvraffitttifBat  vpof  r*  ttpitrep  —  vmpor  tpanrn&Vi  tt 
7*<  *plF¥<  Aflwe t/Pit  roftttf  typ*4**>  Of  <cf  (*$*)  m 

*ptru (.  Plutarch.  Solon  p. }  57. 

*»  Romulus  alfo,  when  he  founded  the  Roman  republic,  inltituted  this 
wile  and  excellent  reflation,  E&jjxi  <N  a«c<  repvf  mat,  uv  <r?aJ'p& 

fur  tar  i  ywatru  ft jt  (fctAtc  aToMiTur  arJ'pa,  yvreuxa.  «P*  J'iJhtt  *zf«- 

ftpt  yttiHiteitp.  Plutarch  Romulus,  p»  57  Ed.  Steph. 

16  a 
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1 6  a  youth  approached  his  i  eft  fummit  and  perfection  of 
pcri'on  and  thus  accofted  him  |  virtue,  go  home,  fell  every 
— Condefcend,  good  inftruc- 1  thing  thou  poflefleft,  and  the 
tor,  to  inform  me,  ^  what  I  :money  accruing  from  the  fale 
virtues  I  (hall  exerciie  in  or-  jdi  (tribute  among  the  poor — 
der  that  I  may  fecure  eternal  ]  By  this  aftion  thou  wilt  ac- 
lifc.  I  cumulate  the  ampleft  trea- 

j  7  Jcfus  laid  to  him——  I  ifures  in  heaven — -and,  at  once 
Why  doft  thou  call  me  good  I  burfting  the  bonds  of  all  le- 

- There  is  no  being,  but  1  cular  attachments,  come  and' 

one,  who  is  poflefled  of  ab- 1  join  thvfelf  to  the  number  of 
fblute  and  perfect  goodnefs  I  my  followers. 

- In  anfwer,  however,  to  I  22  The  youth  hearing  this 

thy  queftion— tire  Only  con-  |  advice  turned  from  him,  o- 
dition  of  obtaining  a  blcfled  I  vefwhelmed  with  grief  and 
immortality  is  obedience  to  jdiftrefs  of  mind— for  he  was 
•the  divine  commands.  I  poifefied  of  an  immenfe  for* 

1 8  Be  pleafed,  he.  refum- 1  tune. 

ed,  diftinCUy  to  mention  thofe  I  .13  Upon  his  abrupt  de¬ 
commands— They  are  thefe,  I  par  cure  Jcfus  turned  to  his 
faid  Jefus  —  Thou  fhalt  not  Idifciples,  and  faid— What 
commit  murder— (halt  not  be  I  difficulty  is  it  for  a  rich  man 
guilty  of  adultery— lhalt  de- 1  to  become  a  fubjeCt  of  the 
fraud  no  one  of  his  juft  pro- 1  Mefiiah’s  kingdom ! 

perty - lhalt  be  clear  of  the  I  24  Indeed  I  may  aflert, 

crime  of  falfe  accufation:  I  that  it  is  as  impoffible  for  a 

1 9  Thou  lhalt  reverence  1  perfon  of  an  opulent  fortune 

thy  parents  and  exercife  to-  tto  embrace  the  defpifed 
wards  mankind  the  kindeft  j  caufe  of  chriftianity  as  for  a 
and  moft  benevolent  aflec-  {cable  to  pals  through  the  eye 
tions.  [  of  a  needle. 

20  All  thefe  virtues,  re-  f  25  The  dilciples  were 
plied  the  youth,  have  I  (be-  1  greatly  alarmed  at  this  decla- 
nuoufly  cultivated  and  confci- 1  ration,  and  laid— Who  then 
entioufly  praftifed  from  the  I  can  be  finally  laved ! 

fir  ft  years  of  rational  under- 1  26  Jefus  looking  with 

Banding  and  reflection - In  1  compaflionate  itendemefs  up- 

what  attainments  am  1  ftill  Jon  them,  anfWered - ‘-The 

defective  ?  t  impediments  that  lye  in  the 

■2 1  Jefus  replied — If  thou  I  road  of  a  rich  man's  profef- 
.  jtrr  defirous  to  reach  the  high- 1  ling  chriftianity  are,  human- 

I  Fa  ly 
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ly  fpeaking  infuperable — but  j  it - and  thofc  to  whom  it 

by  divine  afliftance  aii  thefe  ]  will  be  lajt 1  propofed,  will  be 
obftaclcs  may  be  fur  mount- 1  the  firfi  in  admitting  it. 
ed. 

27  Peter  then  faid—- But  I  Chap.  XX.  1  For  the  re- 
to  us  who  have  left  our  all  to  I  ception  chriftianitylhall  meet 
follow  thee  what  future  com*  J  with  at  its  firft  promulga- 
penfation  will  be  given  ?  I  tion,  may  be  fitly  repreient- 

28  1  allure  you,  replied  led  by  the  following  parable 
Jefus,  that  you,  who ;  have  I  — Sooh  as  the  morning  dawn- 
chearfully  deferted  all  your  I  ed,  a  gentleman  rofe  to  hire 
worldly  interefts,  and  adher-  j  day  labourers  to  work  in  his 
ed  to  me,  (hall  at  the  grand  j  vineyard. 

revolution  and  glorious  re  no-  j  2  Having  found  a  num- 
vation  of  all  things,  which  j  ber  he  agreed  to  pay  them  a 
is  to  commence  at  the  con-  j  denarius  lor  the  wages  of  the 
dufion  of  this  life,  have  I  day— and  fent  them  into  his 
the  moft  diftinguilhed  ho- 1  vineyard, 
nours  conferred  upon  you —  j  3  About  nine  o’clock  he 

for  when  the  fon  of  man  lhatl  ]  went  again  into  the  market- 
afeend  a  throne  of  rrioft  tran- 1  place,  and  found  feveral  o* 
feendent  fplendour  to  judge  I  thers  unemployed, 
the  world,  you  fhall  lit  upon  I  4  whom  he  alfo  ordered 
twelve  thrones  to  judge  the  I  into  his  vineyard,  and  pro¬ 
twelve  tribes  of  Tfracl.  I  mifed  to  pay  them  what  was 

29  In  that  day,  whofoever  I  reafonable. 

from  a  confcientious  attach-  [  5  At  twelve  and  three  in 

ment  to  my  caufe  hath  in  this  I  the  afternoon  he  went  ami 

life  voluntarily  relinquilhed  [  made  the  fame  propolals - 

father  or  mother,  brother  or  [  which  were  in  the  fame  man- 
fifter,  wife  or  children,  houfes  I  ner  accepted, 
or  eftates,  (hall  be  moft  amp- 1  6  He  went,  likewife,  a- 

ly  recompenfed,  and  be  ele-  j  bout  five  o’clock,  and  found 
vated  to  a  very  eminent  de- 1  a  number  of  men  fauntering 
gree  of  eternal  blefiednefs.  ( about  the  market  in  idleneis 

Q  .  I 

30  But  many  to  whom  j  — and  he  faid  to  them.  Why 
chriftianity  was  offered  Ido  you  con  fume  the  whole 
ihall  be  the  loft  to  embrace  I  day  in  this  indolent  manner  ? 

♦  4 

9 

w  Meaning,  the  Jtws.  *  The  Gentiles. 
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7  There  is  no  one  hath  |  have  given  us  who  have  been 

thought  fit  to  give  us  any  fcorched  with  exceflive  heat, 
employment,  they  anfwered  and  faftained  the  long  and 
— Then  go  you  into  the  vine-  rigordus  toil  of  the  whole  day. 
yard  among  my  other  labour-  .  13  He  turned  to  one  who 
ers,  and  you  lhall  receive  appeared  the  moft  petulant 
what  is  juft.  o£  them,  and  direffced  this  re- 

8  In  the  evening  the  pro-  ply— Friend,  I  do  thee  no  in- 
prietor  of  the  vineyard  order-  lufticc— Was  not  our  agree- 
ed  his  fteward  to  call  the  ment  for  a  denarius  ? 
workmen  together,  and,  be-  14  Take  what  juftice  en- 
ginning  from  the  laft  to  the  titles  thee  to, :  without  repin- 
fir  ft /to  pay  them  their  wages,  ing,  and  calmly  acquiefce  in 

without  any  partiality  or  dii-  the  faithful  difoharge.  of  our 
tin&ion.  original  agreement — Aprin- 

9  When  thole,  therefore,  ciple  of  benevolence  dilpofes 
came,  who  had  been  employ-  me  freely  to  beftow  upon  the 
ed  about  five  in  the  afternoon,  laft  perfons  I  hired  what  e- 
they  received  a  denarius  a-  quity  obliged  me  to  give  to 

piece.  |  you.  . 

I  o  When  thole,  who  had  j  x  5  For  is  not  the  diipolal 

been  hired  in  the  morning, I  of  my  property  in. my  own 
-&w  them  return  with  fuch  I  oprion— or  does  the  maligni- 
great  wages,  they  indulged  I  ty  of  thine  heait  caufe  thee 
the  moll  extravagant  joy —  |  to  repine  at.the- generous  ex- 
imagining  that  theirpay  would  j  ercife  of  my  beneficence  ? 
vaftfy  exceed  that  or  the  others  I  16  This  parable  is  defign- 

r— but  how  great  was  their  |  ed  to  illuftrate  what  I  aflert- 
difappointment  when  they  re-  J  edbefore — that  thofe  to  whom 
drived  from  the  fteward,  each  j,  the  gofpel  lhall  be  laft  pro¬ 
man  a  denarius !  j:  poled,  lhall  have  the  prece- 

I I  This  fuppofed  injurious )'  dence  in  dignity-  and  honour 
treatment  caufcd  them  to  raife  I  — while  thofe  to  whom  it  was' 

**  m  - 

(bud  clamours  again  ft  the  |  firft  offered,  lhaft  be  degraded 
gentleman.  |  from  their  fuperjority — for  to 

.  12  And  they  complained  j  what  a  populous  nation  is  the 
to  him  of  his  uiage  of  them,  I  gofpel  now  freely .  propoled, 

-fiying - The  laft  labourers  I  yet  how  inconfiderable  is  the 

)fou  hired  only  worked  a  fin- 1  number  of  thofe,  whom  the 
die  hour,  and  you  have  given  I  love  of  truth  and  virtue  will 
tfiem  the  fame  wages,  as  you  I  induce  to  admit  its  evidences. 

J  F  3  §—17 
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§—17  Jesus  after  this  fct  I  cover  great  ignorance  of  the 
out  upon  a  journey  to  Jeru-  1  true  nature  of  my  kingdom 
falem— -and  on  the  road  tak-  I  by  fuch  a  requeft  —  Are  you 
ing  his  difei plies  from  the  |  able  to  endure  the  trials,  in 
multitude  into  ai retired  place,  I  which  I  am  going  to  be  in- 
— he  thus  addreffed  them —  I  volved  ?  —  are  you  able  10 
18  We  are  bow  going  up  ifuftain  that  dreadful  (hock  of 
tojerufalem,wherel(ha))foon  1  fuflferings,  which  1  mutt  foon 
be  treacheroufly  betrayed  in- 1  fupport  ? — Our  fortitude  is 
to  the  hands  of  the  JewUh  |  equal  to  it — they  replied, 
high-priefts  and  Scribes,  who  I  23  He  continued  --The 
will  condemn  me  to  die  s  I  fame  human  miferies,  indeed, 

.  19  and  who1  will  deliver  j  that  will  foon  feize  me,  will 
me  over  to  the  wanton  cruel- 1  alfo  invade  you !  and  the  fame 
ty  of  the  Roman  foldiers,  to  I  fufferings  and  perfections 
infult,  fcourge  and  crucify  I  that  will  befal  me,  will  alio 
me— -but  the  third  day  I  (hall  I  aflail  you  — *  but  it  is  not  in 
be  raifed  from  tjhe  grave,  I  my  power  to  dilpofe  of  the 
$ — >20  Then  the  wife  of  j  higheft  dignities  in  my  futur" 
Zebedee,  imagining  that  af*  1  kingdom— that  power  is  ible- 
ter  his  refurre&ion  the  grand  I  ly  vetted  in  the  iupreme  fa  - 
temporal  kingdom  of  the  j  ther  of  all,  who  will  confer 
Mefiiah  would  be  erected,  I  them  on  perfons  of  fuperior 
approached  him,  conducting  I  virtue  and  the  fublimeft  ac¬ 
ker  two  fons—3nd  difcover-  J  tainments, 
ed,  by  her  ceremonious  ad-  24  The  other  ten  difciples, 
drefs,.  that  fhe  -was  defirous  who  had  heard  this  converfa- 
to  folicit  a  favour  from  him.  tion,  conceived  the  moft  vio- 
21  Jefus  faid  to  her-*——  lent  refentment  againft  the 
What  kindnefs  is  it  you  ap-  two  brothers  for  this  ambi- 
pear  fo  defirous  to  obtain  ?—  tious  attempt  to  fupplanr 
She  replied— *Thcfe  my  two  them. 

Ions  have  been  your  faithful  25  Jefus,  confcious  of  the 
and  mfeparablc  companions  afpiring  views  by  which  they 
■  ■  ■  1  entreat  you  that  you  were  actuated,  collected  them 

would  advance  them,  in  the  into  a  body,  and  thus  addrel- 
kingdom  you  are  going  to  fed  them  —  Potent  monarch^ 
eftablifli,  to  two  of  the  moft  among  the  Heathens,  you 
elevated  and  illuftrious  ftati-  know,  rule  their  fubjefts  with 
ons.  an  abfolute  and  despotic  ty- 

2  3  Jefus  faid— You  dif-  ranny  —  and  the  princes  and 

I  governours 
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* 

governours  of  the  fcveral  ftatts  .4  3d  Here  two  blind  men* 
and  communities  among  themi  who  Were  fitting  on  the  road 
ufurp  and  exercife  a  fovereign  •  fide,  the  moment  they  were 
and  uncontrollable  authority  informed  that  Jefus  was  paf- 
in  their  dominions.  ;  fing,  began  to  cry  out  with 

26  But  fuch  a  Juft  of  do-  the  greaceft  vehemence— O 

mi  nation  and  fondnefs  of  I  thou  great  and  good  Mefiah, 
power  fhall  never  pofiefs  your  1  pity  our  condition  1 
bofoms— For  among  you  he  I  3 1  The  multitude  difturh- 
that  is  the  hiinbleft  fhall  be  |  ed  with  their  vociferation, 
the  greateft :  I  reproved  them  and  ordered 

27  And  he  who  is  defirotis  j  them  to  be  filent—  But  the 

to  fill  the  moft  elevated  and  I  more  they  ftrove  to  fupprefs 
illuftrious  ftation  among  you,  1  their  cries,  die  louder  they 
let  him  pradrife  the  moft  kind  I  railed  then),  (repeating -»-0 
iubmiffion,  and  the  moft  hu-  I  thou  fon  of  David  t  pity  our 
mane  condefcenfion,  {condition!  pity  our  wretched 

28  in  humble  imitation  of  I  condition ! 

the  fon  of  man,  who  came  ndt  j  32  Jefus  then  {topped,  and 

into  this  world  to  make  man- J  calling  them  to  him,  faid-** 
kind  his  vafials,  and  to  enjoy |  What  favour  is  it  you  fo  ear- 
the  magnificence  and  homage  1  neftly  implore  ? 
of  a  court— but  to  do  the!  33  They  afcfwered — We 
kindeft  and  moft  condefcend- 1  entreat  you.  Sir,  that  our 
ing  offices,  and  to  furrender  j  fight  may  be  reftored. 
up  his  life,  that  he  might  re- ji  ;  34  Jeius  affefdled  with  com- 
feue  y  men  from  vice  and  de-  ;|  piflion  touched  their  eyes, 
ftruction.  Twhich  were  inftantaneoufty 

§ —  29  When  they  had  j  reftored  to  fight — and  both 
left  Jericho  on  their  way  to  J  being  thus  cured  joined  his 
the  capital,  he  was  followed  j  train, 
by  a  prodigious  concourfe  of] 
people.  1 

\ 

r  Avrper  and  Airrpct  are  indifedminateiy  ufed  to  %nify  what  it  paid 
or  done  to  refeue,  free,  ranridm,  and  redeem  a  thiftgp-The  men,  who 
were  taken  prifonert  in  the  battle  fix*  x*r p*r  m<  ttvrwt  n 
Tivpp*.  Plutarch  Pvt.  p.  7a!  —  BuJ  ye  deliver  up  yotlr  general  xvrpor 
?»<  tacvHf.  Plutarch  >  Humenet,  p.  1084  —  7*1/  trrru  Avrpe  tw 
Ka£x7tr  ii'tmr.  Plutarch  Alex.  p.  1266—  yv  autu*  Avrp* 

t inset  T«tA<07(t>  Plutarch  Cxfar,  p.  1x98.  Edit  Step 
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very  thing  as  Jefus  had  tie 
feribed. 


7  The  aft  they  untied— 
brought  it,  with  its  colt,  to 
Jefus — fpread  on  it  their  up¬ 
per  garments — and  he  rode 
upon  it  from  Bethphage  to 
Jerufalem. 

8  Upon  this  mounting  it, 
the  majority  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  that  attended  him, 
fpread  their  mantles  along  the 
road — «— others  were  employ¬ 
ed  in  cutting  down  branches 
from  the  neighbouring  trees, 

loofe  the  .  rein  and  bring  them  1  and  fcattering  their  verdant 
to  me.  I  foliage  wherever  he  parted. 

3  And  fhould  any  perfon,  1  9  Ami  the  populace  that 

feeing  this  action,  afk  you  I  preceded,  and  thofe  that 
-the  rcafon  of  your  caking ||  were  in  his  tiain,  pierced  die 
fuch  liberties,  tell  him — that  !  air  with  their  triumphant 
your  mailer  hath  occafion  for]  fliouts,  crying  —  Welcome ! 
them— and  he  will  immedi-t  illuftrious  fon  of  David!— 
ately  difrnifs  you  \  |  thrice  happy  thou  who  com- 

4  The  following  words  of  eft  inverted  with  the  choiceft 
the  prophet  may  be  here  re- 1  gifts  of  the  fupreme  Jeho- 
.  cited,  and  applied  to  this  in- 1  vah! — Hail  him  all  ye  celef- 
cident  in  the  hiftory  of  Je-  |  tial  powers ! 

fits— — r  I  iq  Entering  the  capital  in 

5  “  Inform  the  daughter  of  I  this  lately  pomp  and  magni- 

Z ion  of  this  important .  nfiys  J  licence,  alt  the  inhabitants 
— Thy  king  approaches  thee,  J  wets  greatly  alarmed,  and 
riding  upon  an  aft,  cloathed  J  afked  the  palling  crowds,, 
with  placid  meeknefs  and  ]  Who  this  great  perfbnage 
humility.”  J  was,  whom  tl^ey  conduced 

6  Receiving. .  this  com-  ]  in fu$h  triumph  and  applaule : 

mand,  the  difciples  haftened  ]  1 1  They  anfweced— It  is 

to  the  village,  and  found  e- 1 


1  V JC7  HEN  they  were  now 

advanced  on  their 
journey  as  far  as  Bethphage, 
fituated  at  the  foot  of  the 
mount  of  olives,  a  place  at 
no  great  dirtance  from  Jeru¬ 
salem,  Jefus  called  two  of  his : 
difciples 

2  and  gave  them  this  or¬ 
der - Go  into  that  village, 

which  you  fee  airedtly  oppo- 
fite,  and  you  will  find  an  aft 
tied  and  a  colt  with  it— on- 


*  Jefus  undoubtedly  ipew  tJjat  theft  were  the  property  of  fomc  perfon, 

ob  whom,  or  on  whole  mend?,'  he  bad  conferred  feme  Angular  benefit. 

* 

that 
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chat  great  prophet,  Jcfus  oft  — hejireft  thou  the  language 
Nazareth.  |  of  thpfe  children  ? — He  an- 

§ — 12  With  thefe  accla-  j  fwered — Do not  you  recoiled 
mations  Jcfus  was  efcorted  I  that  paflage  in  .the  fcriptures 
to  the  temple,  which  he  en-  j  —  “  By  the  mouth  of  babes 
tered,  and  with  irrefiftible  l  thy  praife  {hallbc  celebrated.” 
authority  expelled  all  who!  $—17  Having  fpoken 
were  then  engaged  in  buying'!. thus  he  left  them  to  their,  re- 
and  felling  in  the  court  of  the  !  fledions  on  what  had  lately 
Gentiles —  the  tables  of  thofe  I  pffied— and  retired  out  of  die 
who  gave  to  ftrangers  Jewifh  I  city  to  Bethany— —where  he 
money  in  exchange  for  fo-  j  Bayed  all  night, 
reign,  he  overturned — and  |  1 8  In  the  morning  as  he  was 

threw  down  the  Bandings' of  returning  to  the  city,  he  felt 
of  thofe  who  publickly  fold  on  the  road  vflry  painful  fen- 
victims  for  the  facrifice.  lations  of  hunger : 

13  Telling  them,  with  an  19 .  And :  happening  to  fee 
air  of  dignity  that  ftruck  them  a  .  fig  tree  at  feme  dtftancc, 
with  terrrour — that  God  de-  he  went  up  to  it,  expeddng 
figned  the  temple  fhould  be  fruit— butfound  only  leaves 
appropriated  to  devotion  —  — rupon  which  he  faid  to  the 

but  that  they  had  converted  tree - MayiJli  .thou  never 

it  into  a  receptacle  of  the  bear !- - Immediately  upon 

moft  profane  and  mercenary  this  imprecation,  the  fig  tree 
wretches.  |  withered  and  died. 

§—14  When  he  had  thus  I  20  This  aftonilhing  fpec- 
. cleared  the  temple,  numbers  I  tacle  ftruck  tfij*  difciples  with 
of  blind  and  lame  perfons  j  ftyprize,  and  they  faid  in 
came  around  him— whom  he  |  amazement  one  to  another — 

Bj  a  . 

immediately  cured.  I  How  loon  hath  the  fig  tree 

15  But  the  high-priefts  and  I  loft  its  verdure !  How  inltan- 

the  Scribes  having  been  fpec- 1  taneoufly  hath  it  faded  I 
tators  of  the  whole  of  this  [  2 1  Jefus  anfwered — Let 

amazing  feene,  and  hearing  I  me  folemnly  allure  you,  that 
the  children,  even  in  the  I  if  you  repofe  an  unlhaken  con- 
temple,  making  the  facred  I  Science  in  Gold  to  afiift  you 
dome  relound  with  their  ac-  I  in  propagating  and  confirm- 
clamations  of  hofannah  to  the  I  ing  his  religion,  he  will  en- 

fon  of  David - they  were  [  able  you  to  work  miracles 

highly  exafperated.  I  greatly  fuperiour  to  this  -r- 

16  And  they  faid  to  him  [even  prodigies  of  power  as 

4  1  aftonilhing 
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aftonifliing,  as  it  would  be,  |  26  and  if  we  tell  him — it 

toloofen  the  loftieft  mountains  J  was  fold/  an  human  contriv- 
from  their  foundations,  and  I  ance,  we  expofe  ourielves  to 
precipitate  them  into  the  o-  the  fury  of  the  populace,  who 
cean.  univerfaily  cfteem  John  as  a 

22  For  whatever  you  fo-  moft  illuftrious  prophet. 

Itcic  the  divine  Being  to  be-  27  After  having  with  this 
flow,  as  being  conducive  to  caution  debated  the  matter, 
the  credibility  and  promotion  they  faid  to  him — We  are  not 
of  religion,  and  from  a  per-  able  to  folve  your  queftion. 
fuafion  of  his  infinite  omni-  Neither  will  I,  replied  Jefus, 
potence — you  foal!  obtain.  fatisfy  you,  by  what  authority 
§ — 23  When  he  had  en-  I  have  aflimted  my  public 
-tered  the  temple  and  was  in-  charade r. 
ftru&ing  the  people—  —the  § — 28  I  desire  your  fen* 

high-priefts  afid  the  magi-  J  timents  concerning  a  cafe  I 
ft  fates  came  to  him  in  a  body,  1  am  going  to  recite— A  ccr- 
,and  demanded  -  of  him  —  By  I  tain  perfon  had  two  fons,  and 
what  authority  he  a&ed  in  1  he  commanded  the  elded  to 
this  manner— and  who  it  was  gp  immediately  and  work  in 
that  commilHoned  and  em-  ]  his  vineyard, 
powered  him  to  be  a  public: I  29  At  firft  he  peremptori- 

in  ftru&or  ?  I  fy  refufed— but  afterwards  he 

24  He  anfwered  them— 1 1  was  touched  with  bitcer  re¬ 
win  alfo  propOfe  to  you  a  I  morfe  for  his  undutifulnefs. 
queftion,  which  if  you  re-  j  and  went, 
folve,  I  will  inform  you,  who  I  30  The  father  came  to  the 
it  was  that  delegated  to  me  younger  and  kid  upon  him 
the  authority  Which  I  ex-,  the  fame  injunctions — I  will 
ert—  go  this  moment,  anfwered  he, 

2  5  Was  the  late  haptiftn  but  went  not  at  all. 
of  John  a  divine  appointment  31  Which  of  thefe  two 

— —  or  was  it  a  contrivance  fons  fhowed  the  moft  filial 

■ 

merely  human  —  Having  for  j  obedience  ?  —The  eldeft  un- 
lbme  rime  agitated  this  quef- 1  doubtedly — they  faid.  Jefus 
tion,  they  faid  one  to  another  I  replied  —The  moft  abandon- 
—  -  -If  we  tell  him  it  was  a<  red  and  profligate  finners  com- 
divine  inftitution,  he  will  j  mence  fubjeCts  of  the  goipel 
direCHy  reply  — *  why  did  I  kingdom  before  you. 

not  you  embrace  it  as  liich  ?  1  32  For  John  made  his  pub- 

j  lick  appearance  among  yon, 

and 
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and  delivered  the  mod  pure’  flonad  ■  and  a  third  they 
and  facred  inftruftions — but'  murdered, 
you  treated  him  and  his  ad-.  3$  Thefe not  returning,  he 

monitions  with  contempt — '  again  deputed  a  larger  rtum- 
tho’  perfons  guilty  of  the  mod  ber  of  ms  feryants  to  make 
atrocious  and  enormous  vices  the  feme  demands— but  they 
were  convinced  of  the  divifli-  j  tiled  tbefe  aHo-with  the  fame 
ty  of  his  million  and  doctrines  iafekfice  and  inhumanity.' ' 
—  but  tho*  you  were  fpefta-  37  At  lad  he  lent  Ids  Ion 
tors  of  all  the  linking  evi-  to  them,,  laying— —  they 
denccs  he  exhibited  in  con-  wiH  fuflely  flat  dare  to  offer 
firmation  of  his  prophetic  cha-  my  Ion  any  violence — fu rely 

rafter,  yet  you  abandoned  not.  they  will  reverence  his  cha- 
your  vices,  nor  difeovered  die :  rafter ! 
lead  lorrow  afterwards  that.  38  But  bn  the  firft  fight 
you  had  rejefted  him.  *  of  him  the  hulbandmCn  crxed 
§—33  Attend  to  the  re-  oiut  with  one  voice— This  is 
citalof  another  fable— A.  the  heir!— Let  us  imrtiedl- 
gentleman  laid  out  a  large,  ately  aflafiinatc him,  and  feize 
plot  of  ground — planted  it  on  his  inheritance ! 
with  vines  —  drew  a  ftrong  39  Accordingly  they  all  at 
fence  round  it— efbablilhed  a  t  once  rufhed  upon  him— mur- 
large  apparatus  for  preparing  |  (fered  him— and  cad  his  dead 

the  juice- - and  erected  a  I  body  out  of  the  vineyard. 

tower  for  its  defence.  Hej  40  When  the  proprietor 
after  this  travelled  into  a  fo- 1  of  the  vineyard  himfelf  in 
reign  country — but  employ- 1  perlbn  cbmes^-^what  punifh- 
ed  a  number  of  hulbanatnen  I  ment  will  he.  think  you,  in¬ 
to  cultivate  and  drels  it  in  his  I  ffift  upon  fuen  bloody  and  a- 
abfence.  I  bandoned  ruffians  ? 

34  When  the  vintage  ap>  J  41  He  wilt  affuredly  de- 
proached,  he  fent  his  ferrants  j  (troy  them,  they  anfwered, 
to  receive  the  produce  of  his  I  by  the  mod  dreadful  and  ex- 
new  plantation,  j  cruciating  tortures— and  let 

3  5  But  no  fooner  had  thefej  his  vineyard  to  others,  who 
delivered  their  mefiage,  but  will  fcrvc  hifn  with  greater 
the  hufbandmen  began  to  1  fidelity, 
treat  them  with  the  lad  in-1  42  After  they  had  given 
dignity  and  cruelty— for  one  [  this  verdift — ihe  fa  id  to  them 
fhey  fcourged— a  fecond  they  [  —have  you  never  attended 
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to  this  remarkable  pafiage  in 
the  feriptures—  “  The  ftonq, 
which  the  workmen  rejected 
is  become  the  great  corner 
Hone,  and  hath  united  and 
confolidated  the  two  (ides  of 
the  edifice— This  is  by.  divine 
appointment,  and  is  worthy 
to  excite  our  m|oft  profound 
ad  miration.” 

43  Wherefore  hear  my  fo- 
lemn  declaration — Thofe  re¬ 
ligious  privileges,  which  you 
now  enjoy  {hall  be  wrefted 
from  you,  and  bellowed  up¬ 
on  other  nations,  which  will 
make  a  proper  improvement 
of  them. 

44  And  whofoever  (ball 
Humble  and  fall  upon  this 
Hone  {hall  be  terribly  brutfed 
—but  he  on  whom  its  enor¬ 
mous  weight  {hall  tumble, 
will  be  crulhed  in  a  moment, 
and  crumbled  into  atoms  \ 

45  When  the  high  priefts 
and  Pharifees  had  heard  thefe 
fables  recited,  they  perceived 
they  were  levelled  at  them 

4 6  which  exafperated  th 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  t] 
concerted  meafures  how 
get  him  into  their  power- 
but  they  dreaded  the  fury  of 
the  populace, ;  who  reverenc¬ 
ed  him  as  the  greateft  of  pro¬ 
phets. 


CHAP.  XXII. 

i  T  E  S  U  S  after  this  de- 

•  J  livered  another  parable, 
in  which  he  reprefented  the 
gofpel  difpenfation  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner - 

2  A  certain  Monarch 
made  a  molt  magnificent  en¬ 
tertainment,  at  the  marriage 
of  his  ion. 

3  When  this  fplendid  fe aft 
was  ready  to  be  ferved  up, 
he  lent  his  fervants  to  haften 
thofe  who  were  previously 

invited — but  they  refufed  to 

go. 

4  The  king  again  difpatch- 
ed  others  of  his  domeftics  to 
thofe  who  had  been  invited, 
to  tell  them,  that  he  had  pro¬ 
vided  a  fumptuous  entertain¬ 
ment— had  prepared  every 
delicacy  and  elegance  that  his 
power  and  opulence  could 
command — and  that  he  beg¬ 
ged  their  immediate  atten¬ 
dance,  for  that  every  thing 
was  ready, 

5  This  prefling  invitation 

they  affe&ed  to  treat  with  the 
laft  contempt - for  l'ome 

rambled  into  their  fields  — 
others  betook  themfelves  to 
their  (ecular  employments. 

6  But  others  (eized  his  fer¬ 
vants  by  violence,  and  after 


*  Oor  Saviour  in  this,  and  in  the  41ft  Verfe,  refers  to  the  dcftru&ton 
of  jerufalem  by  the  Romans. 

offering 
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offering  them  the  laft  wanton  folejxjnity  ?  —  He  was  {truck 
and  cruel  infults,  murdered  dumb*—- — had  no  apology  to 
them.  offer  for  this  difrefpeCtful  ne- 

7  When  the^  king  was  in-  gleCL 

formed  of  their  dilobedient  13  The  king  then  called 
and  infolent  conduit,  he  was  to  his  lervants,  and  bid  them 
fo  incenfed — that  he  inftantly  bind  him  hand  and  foot:— to 
put  himielf  at  the  head  of  his  drag :  him  out  of  the  room- — 
troops,  flew  the  murderers,  and  to  cxpofe  him  to  all  the 
and  laid  their  city  in  albes.  horrours  of  .  midnight  and 

8  His  refentments  being  darknefs - there  to  deplore 

fatiated — he  calls  his  fcrvants  his  wretchednefs,  and  feel  the 
together  and  tells  them— that  moft  dire  and  excruciating 
he  had  prepared  a  feaft,  but  ahguilh.  .  . 

that  thole  whom  he  had  firfl:  14  For  great  numbers  are 

invited  were  not  worthy  to  invited  to  the  glorious  privi- 
lliare  its  magnificence^  leges  of  . the  gofpel — but  the 

9  Go,  therefore,  faid  he  number  of  thofe  who  joyful- 
into  the  highways — and  pro-  ly  comply  with  the  invitation, 
mifeuoufly  invite  alt  you  meet  is  very,  inconfiderable. - 

with  to  the  nuptial  fupper.  §—15  The  Pharifees,  who 

10  The  fcrvants  receiving  heard  this  parable,  left  him 

thefe  orders  difperfed  them-  —  and  holding  a  conference 
i'rlves  into  all  the  publick  refolved  upon  a  fcheme  which 
roads  and  private  paths,,  and  they  hoped  would  effectually 
collected  all  they  met  with,  enfnare  him,  and-deilray.  his 
good  and  bad  without  diftinc-  public  credit  and  reputation, 
tion,  and  conducted  them  to  16  Accordingly  they  {end 
the  palace— lb  that  the  hall  iome  of  their,  pupils,  along 
was  filled  with  guefts.  with  the  Herodians,  and  or- 

1 1  When  they  were  all  dered  them  to  addrels  Jefus 

fcated,  the  king  came  to  take  in  the  following  manner— 
a  view  of  his  company — but  Divine  teacher !  we  are  per- 
loon  difeovered  a  perfon  a-  fuaded  you  have  a  confcien- 
mongft  them  in  a  vile  and  tious  regard  for  truth— that 
fordid  drefs.  in  fmcenty  and  plainnefs  you 

1 2  He  called  him  and  laid  communicate  to  men  the  dic- 
— Friend,  how  came  you  to  tates  of  infallible  wildom  — 
intrude  into  my  palace,  and  that  the  fear  of  man  can  ne~ 
into  this  company,  in  a  drefs  ver  induce  you  to  lacfifice 
fo  unfuitable  to  this  genial  duty— for  the  moll  dignified 

perfonages 
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perfbnages  are  nothing  to  you,  I  clow,  in  order  that  the  name 
who’  have  fo  facred  and  invio-  J  and  family  of  the  deceafcd 
labfc  a  regard  for  truth.  1  may  not  be  exrinfr. 

17  This  yopr  charafter  25  Now  there  happened 

hath  induced  u$  to .  requeft,  once  amongft  us  this  uncom- 
thac  you  would  give  us  your  mon  inftance  There  were 
real  Sentiments  concerning  feven  brothers — -the  eldeft  of 
this  queftion — Is  itlawful  for  whom  married  and  died  with- 
the  Jews  to  pay  tribute  to  the  out  children*  and  his  widow 
Romans,  or  not  ?  — *  was  efpoufed  by  his  fecond 

18  Jefus  confcteus-of  their  |  brother. 

bale  and  .wicked  intentions,  !  7,6  But  he  too  died  — and 

laid  — -Why,  O  crafty  hy-:|  aH  the  feven  by  a  premature 

pocrites !  do  you  jpra&ife  fuch  j  death. . 
mfidious  arts  to  circumvent,  I  27  So  that  the  woman  fur- 
and  draw  me  into  danger  ?  j  vived  them  all. 

19  Show  me  the  corn  that  j  28  What  we  defire  you, 

is  collected — They  brought  I  therefore,  is  this — Which  of 

him  a  denarius.  I  the  feven  brothers  fhall  have 

20  He  laid  — fWhofe  head  I  this  woman  in  a  future  ftate — 

and  legend  is  this  ?  I  29  Jefus  anfwered— You 

21  They  replied— Csefar’s  j  are  guilty  of  grols  and  egre- 

—Then,  laid  he,  pay  to  the  j  gious  miftakes,  anting  from 
Emperour,  what  he  lawfully  :j  your  ignorance  of  the  ferip- 
demands,  and  to  Cod  the  du- 1  turns,,  and  your  impious  li- 
ties  he  requires.  I  mitation  of  the  divine  omni- 

22  When  they  heard  this  J  potence. 

anfwer,  they  left  him—  afto-  1  30  For  in  a  future  ftate  the 

niihedat  the  manner,  in  which  I  human  race  is  not  procreated 
he  deteded  diem,  and  avoid-  ]  —but  the  Ipirits  of  good  men 
ed  the  (hare.  j  are  pure  and  refined  intelli- 

23  The  fame  day  the  j  gences,  like  the  heavenly 
Sadducees,  who  are  a  Jewiih  [  Angels, 
fed,  who  deny  a  future  ftate,  j  31  With  regard  to  a  fu- 

came  -to  him,  and  propofod  I  ture  ftate— have  you  never 
this  query  —  j  ferioufly  confidered  the  im- 

24.  Illuftrious  inftruftor !  j  port  of  this  divine  teftimony, 
our  great  legHlator  hath  en- 1  which  God  fo  frequendy  ad* 
a£ted  this  law — If  a  man  die  j  drefies  to  you— 
and  leave-  no  children;  his  |  32  “  1  am  the  God  of  A« 

brother  fhall  marry  his  1  hraham,  the  God  of  Iiaac, . 

I  and 
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and  the  God  of  Jacob”—  J  in  thej  law  and  in  the  pro- 
Ccrtainly  God  is  not  che  go- 1  phets  ire  virtually  comprized^ 
vcrnour  of  dead  infenfible  1  §—41  A  a  the  Phariices 

matter  but  of  living  and  con- j  were  ftanding  together,  Jo- 
feious  intelligence.  i.fus  propofed  to  them  this 

33  When  the  multitude,  |  queftion — 
who  flood  around,  heard  his  j  42  What  are  your  fenti- 
folution  of  thefe  difficulties,  1 ments  concerning  the  Mek 
they  were  amazed  at  the  a- 1  fiah  f  —  Whofe  fon  is  he  ?«— 
cuttnefs  and  firength  of  his  I.  They  anfwered,  David's, 
arguments.  1  43  But  why, .  (aid  Jefus, 

§—34  When  the  Phari- 1  does  David,  when  under  a 
fees  heard  that  he  had  effec- 1  divine  afflatus,  call  him  his 
tiully  filenced  the  Sadducecs,  j  fuperior  in  the  following.paf* 
they  collected  themfelves  to-  j  fage — 
get  her  in  a  body  to  difpute  I  44.  The  lupreme  Jehovah 
with  him.  I  faid  to  my  Lord—*!— Be  thou 

35  And  one  of  them,  who  j  in  vetted  with  univerfal  domi- 

ivas  an  interpreter  of  the  law,  |  nioiyand  authority,  'till  thou 
[mending  to  make  trial  of  his  |  have  fubdued  all  thy  foes.” 
jagacity  and  fkill,  propofed]  45  In  what  feme,  tkere- 
fhis  queftion—  I  fore,  is  the  Meftiah  David's 

36  Which,  Sir,  is  the  moft  I  fon  —  when  David  plainly  in 

Capital  and  fundamental  pre- 1  this  paffage  calls  him  his  Lord 
cept  in  the  whole  law  ?  |  and  fuperiour  ? 

37  Jefus  replied  — Thou]  46  This  difficulty,  they 
(halt  love  che  Lord  thy  God  I  could  not  folve. — and  from 
pith  a  moft  pure,  conftanc,  j  that  day  defifted  from  all  far- 
and  unalienable  attention.  1  ther  attempts  to  enfnare  him 

38  This  command  is  fu-  J  by  infidious  queftions. 
perior  to  every  other  for  im- 1 

portance  and  excellency.  |  CHAP.  XXIII. 

39  This  alfo  is  fimilar  to  j  x  AT  that  time  Jefus  di- 

it  in  eftentiai  dignity  and!  **  reeled  the  following 
worth— Thou  lhalt  cultivate  j  difeourfe  to  the  multitude 
(he  moft  benevolent  affections  and  to  his  difciples. 
towards  thy  brethren  of  man-  2  The  Scribes  and  Pha- 
kind.  rifees  have  fuceeded  Mofes 

40  In  thefe  two  funda-  in  publickly  teaching  and 
mental  rules  all  the  various  inculcating  the  duties  of  the 
mftru&ions  that  are  fcattered  law. 

I  3  Whatever 
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3  Whatever  precepts,  there- 
fore,  they  enjoiri,  that  are  jus¬ 
tified  by  the  law,  confcienti- 
oufly  obferve  a|id  obey— but 
imitate  not  their  lives  —  for 
their  lives  are  fdandaloufly  in- 
confiftent  with  their  inftruc- 
tions. 

4  For  they  opprefs  men  with 
an  intolerable  burden  of  fe- 
vere  and  tedious  observances 
—but  will  not  in  their  own 
practice  conform  to  any  of 
the  precepts  of  this  ftritt  and 
rigia  morality. 

5  Their  whole  conduit  is 
a&uated  by  an  Iniatiable  love 
of  oftentation  and  applaufc — 
it  is  merely  to  Secure  this  that 
they  make  their  phyla&eries 
fo  enormoufiy  broad —it  is 
for  this  that  they  affe&  to 
wearfringes  to  their  garments 
of  fuch  a  fhowy  and  immode¬ 
rate  length. 

6  It'  is  to  gratify  this ;  inia¬ 
tiable  paffion,  that  they  afpire 
to  the  higheft  feats  at  every 

Sublic  entertainment,  ana 
rive  to  get  the  moft  diftin- 
guiihed  places  in  all  religious 
aflemblies. 

7  They  are  intoxicated  with 
the  fumes  of  fervility  and  a- 
dulation,  which  they  expert 
fhould  be  offered  to  them  in 
places  of  public  refort  —and 
their  inward  tranfport  is 
boundlefs,  when  men  addrels 
them  with  the  pompous  titles 
of  Father,  ana  Dodtor. 
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8  But  do  not  you  afl'ume 
thefe  vain-glorious  and  extra¬ 
vagant  titles— for  the  Mefliah 
is  your  only  guide,  your  foie 
inftru&or  and  matter — and 
your  common  title,  indifcri* 
minately,  is  that  of,  bre¬ 
thren. 

9  Do  not  you  honour  any 
earthly  inftniftor  with  the 
appellation  of,  unerring  guide 
— for  you  have  only  one  in¬ 
fallible  direftor  of  conference 

I 

;  — your  heavenly  Father. 

10  Neither  do  you  arro¬ 
gate  to  yourfelves  the  diftinc- 
tion  of  being  iupreme  heads 
and  leaders — for  your  only 
fupreme  head  and  leader  is  the 
Mefliah. 

1 1  For  under  the  chriftian 
difpenfktion,  he,  who  lhal! 
ftoop  to  the  moil  humane  and 

:  condefcending  oflices,  fkafl 
be  the  greateft:. 

iz  For  whofoever  (hall 
affedt  fiipercilious  airs  of  ar¬ 
rogance  and  diidain,  ihali 
have  the  lead  pretenfions  to 
the  true  chriftian  character — 
but  he,  that  is  cloathed  with 
humility  and  modefty,  is  the 
greateft  ornament  to  it. 

§—13  Jesus  then  de¬ 
nounced  the  following  woes 
upon  the  Scribes  and  phari- 

faical  doctors - Woe  unto 

you,  ye  Scribes  and  Pha- 
rifees,  vile  and  abominable 
hypocrites !  --—for  you  con¬ 
cert  every  meafure  to  prevent 
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men  from  embracing  chrifti- 
aniry — You  will  not  be  con’ 
vincedby  its  evidences  your- 
fe!  ves,  and  do  every  thing  in : 
your  power  to  prevent  per- 
fons  of  good  difpofitions  mom 
being  convinced.  . 

1 4. 0  ye  hypocritical  Scribes 
and  Pharifees  I  dreadful  will 

for 
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be  your  condemnation ! 
you  opprefs  by  the  moft  ini¬ 
quitous  extortion  the  widow 
and  the.  orphan,  and  think 
to  hide  your  avarice  and- ra¬ 
pacity  from  the  world  by  a 
ipccious  maOc  of  long  and 
rapturous  devotions  — -  God, 
for  thele  e  normities  will  in  Aid 
upon  .you  the  fevereft  pu- 
m  foments. 

1 5  Woe  to  you,  hypocri¬ 
tical  Scribes  and  Pharifees ! 
for  you  traverfc  lea  and  land 
to  gain  converts  to  Judaifm 

and  when  you  have  gained 
them,  foon  render  them,  by 
your  immoral  lives  and  fcan- 
dalous  examples,  more  pro¬ 
fligate  and  abandoned,  than 
they,  ever  were  before  their 
converfion. 

1 6  Woe  unto  you,  ye  falfc 
erroneous  guides !  who  fay 
ir  a  man  fwear  by  the  tem¬ 
ple  and  violate  his  oath, -it 
is  not  criminal— —but  if  he 
fwear  by  the  gold  of  the 
temple,  he  lays  himfelf  under 
an  inviolable  obligation  to 
perform. 

17  Vain  and  ablurd  dif- 
VOL.  I. 


tindion ! — for  which  is  more 
important— -the  gold,  or  the 
temple,  which  it  only  ferves 
to  decorate  and  adorn  ? 

1 8 '  You  likewife  aflert  this 
He  that  fwears  by  the 
altar,  if  he  falfifies  his  oath, 
is  guilty  of  nothing  {infill  — 
but  he  tnft  fwears  by  the  vic¬ 
tim  that  is  upon  it,  is  indif- 
penfably  bound  to  the  per¬ 
formance. 

'  19  Egregidus  folly ! — for 
which  is  great  tit — the  vidim, 
or  the  altaf  which  gives  it  its 
facrednefs. 

20  In  oaths,  all  fubtil  and 
evafive  diftinftions  are  of  no 
avail— for  he  who  fwears  by 
the  altar,  fwears  by  it  and 
all  the  facred  offerings  that 

are  devoted  to  God  on  it. 

2 1  And  art  adjuration  by 
the  temple  is  'a  lolemn  adju¬ 
ration  by  him  who  poflefies 
it. 

■  22  .-And  he  who  appeals  to 
heaven  for  the  truth  of  -his 
aflertions,  appeals  to  God, 
who  fupremely  dwells  there. 

23  O  hypocritical  Scribes 
and  Pharifees  I  dreadful  be¬ 
yond  defer  iption  will  be  your 
future  mifery4—  for  you  are 
moft  reiigioufly  lerupuious  in 
performing  all  the  little  nice¬ 
ties  of-  the  ceremonial  law, 
and  with  a  moft  punctilious 
exadnefs  mark  the  tithe  of 
mint,  anifeand  cummin — but 
the  more  important  duties  of 

G  the 
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the  law,  juftiee,  companion,  to  men  to  be  mirrours  of  fanc- 
and  fidelity,  entirely  djfregard  tity  and  juftiee — while  your 
— Thcfeyou  ought  to  nave  hearts  are  replete  with  diffi- 
made  the  great  fundamental  mulation  and  all  iniquity, 
rules  of  your  obedience,  at  19  O  ye  Phariiees  and 
the  lame  time  that  you  omit*  Scribes,  what  miferies  are  now 

ted  not  the  positive  injunc-  impending  over  you  for  your 
tions.  ^  ,  hypocrify  and  atrocious  vices 

44  Miferable  indruftors  I  -—■■You  build  magnificent 
who  pick  out  the  fmalleft  in-  tombs  for  your  martyred  pro* 
fed,  but  fwallpw  down  the  phets,  and  decorate  the  ie- 
largeft.  pulchres  of  deceafed  piety 

25  Woe  unto  you,  ye  hy-  with  the  moft  profufe  and 
pocricical  Scribes  and  Phari-  coftly  ornaments  \ 

lees !  —  In  your  external  he-  30  And  thus  lament  over 
haviour  you  exhibit  to  the  them — O  had  we  lived  in  the 
world  a  fplcndid  appearance  days  of  our  progenitors— we 
— the  moft  confuuvmte  pu-  never  would  have  imbrued 
rity  and  decency  pf  manners  our  hands,  as  they  did,  in  the 
—  but  your  interior  is  black  blood  of  fuch  glorious  refor* 
and  deformed  with  the  moft  mers ! 
rapacious,  intemperate,  and  j  3 1  This  is  a  teftimony  that 
depraved  defires.  I  you  defeend  from  thole  who 

26  Thou  abandoned  Pha-  I  murdered  the  prophets, 

rilee,  firft  introduce  elegance  j  39  and  you  have c  in  the 
and  purity  into  thine  internal  j  prefent  age,  by  your  refilling 
difpofmons,  that  thy  exterior  I  the  ftrongeft  evidence,  and 
a&ions  may  be  nothing  but  |  periecuring  the  beft  men, 
the  pure  refic&ed  image  of  I  completely  rivalled  all  the 
a  good  heart.  |  enormities  of  your  anceftors. 

27  Woe  unto  you,  O  yej  23  Ye  monfters  of  cruelty 

Scribes  and  Phariiees  2  How  J  and  diffimulation !  how  is  it 
deteftable  is  your  hypocrify !  1  poflible  for  you  to  efcape  the 
—You  refcmble  plaiftered  j  moft  dire  and  excruciating 
monuments,  which  outward- 1  torments  of  a  future  Hate ! 
ly  appear  beautiful— but  in-  I  34  To  reclaim  you  from 

wardly  are  full  of  putrifa&on  I  your  vices  I  fend  among  you 
and  horrour.  jperions  endowed  with  mira* 

28  Like  thefe,  you  appear  1  culous  gifts,  and  fuperiour 

*  See  the  Caipb.  MS. 
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wifdom  and  virtue 4  —  but 
fome  of  thefe  you  will  mur¬ 
der — fome  you  will  crucify — 
fome  you  will  fcourge  in  your 
fynagogues,  and  purfue  with 
implacable  rage  from  one  city 
to  another. 

35  So  that  upon  you  fhall 
be  revenged  all  the  blood  of 
the  prophets,  which  hath  been 
Ipilt  from  holy  Abel  down  to 
Zacharias  the  fon  of  Bara- 
chias,  whom  you  cruelly  af- 
kfllnaced  between  the  temple 
md  the  altar. 

36  I  affert  it  with  the  great- 
rft  folemnity— that  the  heavy 
puniihment  of  all  thefe  crimes 
hall  be  infli&ed  upon  this 
I refent  age. 

37  O  Jerufalem,  Jerufelem ! 
9tou  who  haft  murdered  fo 
jjajiy  prophets,  and  haft  Aon- 
td  to  death  fo  many  good 
men  who  were  fent  to  reform 
thee  —  for  how  many  ages 
Have  1  ft  rove  to  lave  cnee 
from  ruin  with  all  the  anxi- 

c|uj  care  and  tender  iolidtude 
df  the  moft  a  fiction  ate  parent 
»—  but  you  have  obftinately 
refuted. 

3$  For  this  your  incorri¬ 
gible  difobedience  the  moft 
dreadful  deftru&ion  (hall  o- 
Nfrerwhelm  your  city,  and  your 
country  (ball  be  depopulated. 

39  Nor  Ihall  you  ever  a- 
tain  fee  me  prefent  among 


you,  ’till  the  time  that  you 
fay  —  Unfpeakably  happy  is 
he  who  is  a  profcfibr  of  the 
gofpei ! 

CHAP.  XXIV. 

1  AFTER  this  Jcfus  go- 

ing  out  of  the  tem¬ 
ple,  his  dilciples  came  to  him 
and  deli  red  him  minutely  to 
obferve  the  grandeur  and 
magnificence  of  the  edifice. 

2  Upon  this  Jefus  laid  to 
them  —  Survey  this  moft  fu- 
perb  and  ftately  ftrudture— 
yet  I  allure  you  that  this  whole 
vaft  fabric  fhall  be  fo  totally 
demolifhed,  that  there  fhall 
not  be  left  one  ftone  Handing 
upon  another. 

3  The  difciplcs  .alarmed 
at  this  prophetic  declaration 
came  to  him  in  private,  as 
he  was  fitting  on  the  mount 
of  Olives,  and  faid— Tell  us 
when  all  thefe  dreadful  cala¬ 
mities  fhall  happen,  and  the 
fure  figns,  by  which  we  Ihall 
be  able  to  prognoftlcate  thy 
coming  to  inflidt  this  puniih¬ 
ment,  and  the  confummation 
of  the  Jewilh  eeconomy. 

4  To  this  cpquiry  Jefus 
thus  replied— Take  heed  left 
any  one  feduce  you  into  fatal 
errours. 

5  For  many  impoftors  will 
afiume  my  character—  pub-. 


*  the  Apoftles. 
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lickly  proclaiming  thcmfelves 
to  be  the  Mefiiah,  and  will  by 
thcfe  arrogant  pretentions  im- 
pofe  upon  many. 

6  See  you  be  not  intimi¬ 
dated  when  you  hear  of  wars, 
and  are  informed  of  bloody 
battles  and  invafions- — for  the 
d eft ru <5tive  flames  of  war  fhall 
rbge  a  confiderable  time,  be¬ 
fore  they  involve  this  city  and 
nationi 

7  For  '  one  country  fliaTl 
Commence  hoftilittes  againft 
another,  one  potent  kingdom 
againft  another ;  and  diffe¬ 
rent  countries  fhall  be  diftrcf- 
fed  by  famines,  defolated  by 

Eeftilences,  or  violently  fhaken 

y  earthquakes* 

8  All  thefe  are  but  pre¬ 
ludes  :  to  the  grand  and  uni- 
vcrfal  cataftrbphe. 

9  In  thcfe  calamitous  times 
you  will  be  perfccuted  wi  th 
unrelenting  rage,  be  held:  m 
general  and  implacable  detef- 
tation  by  all  nations,  and  be 
put  to  the  moft'  cruel  and  ig¬ 
nominious  deaths,  merely  for 
your  inviolable  attachment  to 
my  religion.  ' 

io  In  tfiofe  unhappy  times, 
alfo,  many,  will  conceive  dif- 
guft  againft  the  chriftian  re¬ 
ligion  and- apoft  adze—— and 
then  in  the  moft  perfidious 
manner  betray  and  perfecute 
their  brethren. 


then  utter  falfe  prediflions, 
and  miferably  deceive  many. 

12  The  great  and  general 
prevalency  of  thefe  enormi¬ 
ties  will  entirely  extinguifh 
the  love  of  religion  in  the  bo- 
foal  of  many  chriftians. 

1 3  But  he  who  through  all 
thefe  fcenes  of  perfecudo:i 
maintains  an  inviolable  fide¬ 
lity  to  his  profcflion  fhall  be 
refcued  from  the  miferies  in1 
which  this  country  fhall  be 
involved. 

14  But  before  thefe  cala¬ 
mities  overwhelm  it,  the  gof- 
:pel  (hail  be  preached  through- 
lout  the  whole  Roman  empire, 
and  its  evidences  be  propofed 
;to  every  nation. 

z  5  But  when  you  fee  that 
•idolatrous  nation,  which  hath 
Spread  fuch  univerfai  havock 
and  defoladon  among  man¬ 
kind,  encamp  round  the  ho¬ 
ly  city— as  Daniel  hath  pre¬ 
dicted,  whofe  prophefy  de¬ 
mands  every  readers  lerious 
regard  and  attention— 

1 6  then  let  thofe  chriftians, 
who  are  in  Judea,  fare  them- 
felves  by  a  precipitate  flight 
to  the  mountains. 

1 7 '  He  who  is  then  on  the 
houie  top,  and  fees  this  vail 
army  approach,  let  him  not 
ftay  a  moment  to  take  any 
thing  out  of  his  houie. 

18  He  who  then  happens  to 


1 1  Several  impoftorstoolhaU  I  be  at  work  in  the  fields,  let  him 


not 
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not  turn  back  to  take  his 
cioaths. 

1 9  Deplorable  will  be  the 
fate  of  thofe  women,  whole 
flight  will  be  then  prevented 
by  advanced  pregnancy,  or 
the  fuckling  of  infants. 

20  Earneftly  pray  that  this 
precipitate  flight  may  not 
happen  during  the  inclemen¬ 
cy  of  the  winter,  or  on  the 
fab  bath  day. 

2 1  For  the  Jewifh  nation 
fiiall  then  be  overwhelmed  in 
fuch  dreadful  calamities  as 
never  happened  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  nor 
will  ever  happen  again  to  its 
Anal  diffolution. 

22  And  fhould  this  horrid 
carnage  and  defolation  be 
continued  for  any  conflder- 
able  duration,  the  whole  na-' 
tion  of  the  Jews  would  be  ex¬ 
tinct*— but  for  the  fake  of  the 
chriftians  the  period  of  thole 
terrible  diftrcfles  iliall  be  but 
Ihort. 

23  During  thefe  mifcrics 
if  any  one  fhould  tell  you 
that  the  Mefiiah  is  in  fuch 
a  place,  that  he  hath  made 
his  public  appearance  in  fuch 
a  town  —  pay  him  not  the 
leaft  credit. 

2  4  For  many  will  pretend ; 
to  be  the  Meffiah,  and  af- 
fume  the  charadter  of  pro¬ 
phets — exhibit  fuch  furpriz- 
ing  feats  and  aftonilhing  pro- 
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digies — and  carry  on  the  de- 
lulion  with  fuch  cunning  ar¬ 
tifice  and  fraud,  as,  almoft  to 
impole  even  upon  the  chrif¬ 
tians  themfelves. 

25  Remember  that  I  have 
given  you  this  previous  ad¬ 
vice. 

26  When,  therefore,  men 
lhall  fay  to  you  —  The  Mef¬ 
fiah  at  this  very  time  hath 
appeared  in  fuch  a  defart  — 
go  not  thithejr  to  examine  his 

pretenlions— Behold !  the 

Mefiiah  conceals  himfelf  in 
fuch  a  private  retirement,  on 
‘account  of  the  wickednefs  of 
the  Jews— ‘treat  the  informa¬ 
tion  with  contempt. 

27  For  thq  fwiftnefs  of  the 
coming  of  the  fon  of  man  to 
deftroy  the  Jewilh  nation  (hall 
be  fimilar  to ,  the  rapidity  of 
lightning,  which  darts  from 
call  to  weft,  at  one  fweep, 

through,  all  that  intervening 
Ipace,  in  a  moment. 

.  28  For  wherever  the  pu¬ 
trid  carcafe  lies,  to  that  place 
will  the  eagles  collect  to  glut 
their  raging  hunger. 

29  Immediately  after  thofe 
dreadful  calamities,  lhall  the 
fun  be  Ihroudedindarknefs— 
the  moon  lhall  become  a  great 
blank  in  the  midft  of  heaven 
—  the  ftars  lhall  drop  from 
rheir  fpheres — and  the  heaven¬ 
ly  powers  lhall  be  lhak'ft  with 

G  3  the 
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•the  moft  violent  concuffi- 1  ftrudion  will  very  Ipeedify 
ons  %  I  fall. 

30  And  then  lhall  be  feen  I  34  I  folemnly  allure  you 
in  the  air  a  bright  luminous  I  that  the  prefent  race  of  men 
appearance  of  thi  fon  of  man,  I  lhall  not  be  defund,  before 
Scattering  -  deftrudion  upon  I  this  dreadfulinundation  come, 
the  Jewifh  nacioo — at  which  I  and  the  whole  of  this  prophe- 
tremendous  fpedacle  all  the  |  fy  be  fulfilled. 

tribes  of  the  land  of  Ifrael  I  35  For  fooner  lhall  the 
lhall  be  overwhelmed  in  the  I  earth  and  Iky  be  reduced  in- 
laft  terrour  and  diftnefs,  when  |  to  its  primitive  chaos,  than 
they  furvey  the  Mefijah  I  chefe  my  predictions  not  be 
riding  in  triumph  on  the  I  fully  verified  and  accomplilb- 
clouds  of  heaveir  in  maenifi- 1  ed. 

cent  pomp  and  irrefimblc  j  3 6  But  in  what  day,  or  in 
power.  I  what  particular  fcafon  of  the 

31  He  will  then  dHpatcK  [  year  this  dire  invafion  lhaii 
his  meflengers  with  the  clan- 1  happen,  is  known  only  to  the 
gors  of  a  mrill  tfumpet,  and  I  fupreme  God — but  to  no  be* 
they  lhall  colled  jChnftiarw  in  I  ing  in  the  univerfe  belides 
every  region  of  the  univerfe,  j  him — to  none  even  of  the 
making  converts  and  form-  I  moft  exalted  angels. 

ing  iocieties  of  believers  ih  r  37  The  rimes  in  which 
the  moft  diftant  climes.  I  the  ion  of  man  lhall  come  to 

r  JHJ 

32  beam  a  leflfon  of  in-  I  deftroy  this  impenitent  coun- 
ftrudion  from  the  following  I  try  will  be  exadiy  fimilar  to 
fimilitude— — When  the  fig-  j  the  times  in  which  Noah  lived, 
tree  puts  forth!  new  leaves  J  38  For  as  in  the  rimes  that 

and  tender  ihoots,  you  con-  I  preceded  the  flood,  the  men 
elude  that  fummer  is  ap-  [of  that  age  were  immerfed  in 
preaching.  (the  exceffes  of  all  fenfual  in- 

33  In  like  manner  when  I  dulcence,  and  continued  tra- 
you  fee  all  theft  dmcurringto-  [verting  a  circle  of  every  a- 
kens,  which  I  have  lo  minute-  jmulement  and  plcafurc  even 
Jy  deferi  bed— moft  certainly  |  *riU  the  very  day  that  Noah 
infer  that  the  impending  de-  I  entered  into  the  ark ; 


•  ?%e  dowsftll  of  fauftlaa,  of  the  JewKh  cectdiaftical  and  civ3 
polity.  It  Im  defciibea  by  oar  Savioar  In  the  /mat  fublime  language,  at 
the  downfall  of  Babylon  and  Egypt  is  the  anticot  prophets.  Compare 
Mdah  nil  10.  Sadi,  xxxU*  7,  8. 

39  and 
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30  and  never  once  fufpeCt- 1  dowed  —  that  thefe  terribfe 
ed  the  impending  inundation  j  calamities  furprife  you  not 
—  till  it  fuddenly  rufhedupon  j  funk  in  fupine  negligence  and 
them,  and  fwepc  them  all  a-  j  inconfidcracion. 
way— juft  fuch  will  bethel  45  Every  prudent  fervant,  to 
ftate  of  things  when  the  fon  j  whom  his  lord  hath  commit* 
of  man  comes  to  deftroy  this  I  ted  the  care  of  his  domeftic 
incorrigible  nation.  I  affairs  during  his  abfencc,  will 

40  At  the  time  of  this  fud-  j  (how  his  fidelity  in  punctually 

den  irruption  there  fliall  be  I  executing  his  commands, 
two  perfons  in  the  fame  field  I  46  And  happy  will  fuch  ft 
— a  good  Chriftian  and  an  un- 1  faithful  fervant  be,  if  his  mafter 
believing  Jew  —  the  one  of  I  at  his  arrival  finds  him  diU* 
whom  fhall  be  involved  in  the  I  gently  employed  in  his  duty, 
general  deft  ruCtion,  and  the  |  47  He  will  afiurcdJy  re- 

other  fave  himlelf  by  Bight,  j  ward  fuch  induftry  and  faith- 

41  Two  women  ihall  be  j  fulnefs  with  the  principal  di¬ 

grinding  at  the  fame  mill  I  reCtion  of  all  hU  fortunes, 
the  one  fitali  be  fiain,  the  I  48  But  if  the  wicked  fervant 
other  providentially  make  her  j  fufFer  negligence  and  care- 
efcape.  Ileffncfs  to  fteal  upon  him, 

42  Exercife,  therefore,  a  and  indulge  the  fond  imagi- 
conftant  vigilance,  and  atten-  nation,  that  his  lord  will  de- 
tion  to  the  admonitions  I  have  fer  his  journey  home  for  ma* 
given  you— for  you  cannot  ny  years, 

tell  in  what  particular  feafon  4^  and  in  confequence  of 
the  fon  of  man  will  come  to  thcle  fuggeftions  begin  a 
plunge  the  Jewilh  nation  in  courfe  of  profligacy  and  riot 
the  gulf  of  dcftru&ion.  —throw  every  thing  into 

43  Confukr  how  reafon-  confufion — abufe  his  fellow- 
able  fuch  a  conduct  is  in  o-  fervants  with  the  moft  wanton 
ther  cafes— for  example—  cruelty— and  run  into  all  the 
Had  any  mafter  of  a  family  exccfles  of  debauchery  and 

previous  information  at  what  drunkenneis— 
particular  hour  of  the  night  50  The  lord  of  that  fer- 
his  houfe  would  be  attempted,  vant  will  fuddenly  come  up- 
he  would  certainly  fit  up,  and  on  him  at  an  unexpected  time, 
prevent  the  thieves  from  and  furprife  him  in  the  midft. 
breaking  in.  of  thefe  feenes  of  irregularity 

44  With  the  fame  prudent  I  and  dilbrdcr, 

vigilance  be  you  alfo  ever  cn- 1  51  and  will  inflict  upon 

I  G  4  him 
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him  the  moft  exquifite  tor* 
tures r,  and  precipitate  him 
into  an  horrid  confinement— 
there  to  deplore  his  wretch- 
edncfs,  and  gna^h  his  teeth 
for  pain. 

* 

I 

Chap.  xxv.  ij.The  Hate 
of  the  chriftians  pn  the  hid¬ 
den  irruption  of  thele  over¬ 
whelming  calamities  may  be 
properly  reprefenred  in  the 
following  fable  —  Xe if.’ vir¬ 
gins  to  ok  their,  lamps,  and 
went  in  proceflion  tp  meet 
the  bridegroom. 

2  Five  of  thefe  were  en¬ 
dued  with  prudence  and  dis¬ 
cretion,  the  othe;r  hve  were 
i^ioughtlefs  and  j  inconfidc- 
rate. 

3  The  thoughtlcfs  took 
Indeed  their  lamps,  but  had 
pot  the  precaution  to  reple- 
nilh  them  with  oil, 

4  But  the  prudent,  mind¬ 
ful  of  futurity,  carried  oil 
with  them  in  vefl&ls.  . 

5  Having  waited  a  Ion. 
time  for  the  bridegroom,  an 
he  not  appearing,  they  alfo,  fa¬ 
tigued  w^h  tedious  expecta¬ 
tion,  funk  in  profound  re- 
pofe. 

6Butlo!  at  midnight  they ' 
were  fuddenfy  alarmed  with 


a  piercing  cry  — The  bride¬ 
groom,  the  bridegroom  is 
coming !— haften  to  meet  and 

congratulate  him. . 

7  Routed  with  thi£  unex¬ 
pected  proclamation  they  all 
got  up  and  trimmed  their 

lamps. 

8  The  thoughtleis  then 
began  to  folicit  the  other  to 
impart  to  them  fome  of  their 

oil— telling  them  that  their 
lamps  were  entirely  extin- 
guiftied. 

9  To  thele  entreaties  the 
prudent  anfwered — -that  they 
had  only  provided  a  fufficienc 
quantity  ,  for  their  own  uie, 
and  therefore  advifed  them 
tp  go  and  purchafe  oil  of  thole 
who  fold  it. 

10  They  departed  accor¬ 
dingly,  but  during  their  ab- 
fenco  the  bridegroom  came, 
and  the  prudent  virgins,  be* 
ing  prepared  for  his  recep¬ 
tion*  went  along  with,  him  to 
tfie  nuptial  entertainment — 
The  doors  then  .were  imme¬ 
diately  (hut. 

1 1  After  fome  time  the  o- 
thers  came  tp  the  door,  and 
iupplicaced  earneftly  for  ad- 
mjflion. 

1 2  But  the  bridegroom  re- 
pulfed  them-p- telling  them, 


(  It  will  appear  by  con  felting  the  f<4tajving  paffages  that  jt^/yreuta 
is  not  reftrifted  to  jawing  ajuxdtr,'^  Whitby  and  others  contend,  r* 
y »tn  t»  Plutarch  _Pyr,  p.  720.  Kv»<*j 

fiityjtTtfAttvi*  1‘olyb.  jv  Pea  -  ^$t.  CafVuh^ 

he 
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he  did  not  know  them,  and  I  and  there  depofited  his  lord’s 

would  not  admit  any  ft  ran- 1  money. 

gers.  I  19  After  many  years  were 

1 3  Be  ye  in  the  fame  man- 1  elapfed,  the  gentleman  re- 
ner  vigilant  and  watchful—  |  turns  home  from  his  travels. 
Jell  at  your  lord’s  coming  to  I  and  calls  his  fervants  before 

punilh  the  Jews,  you  be  fur- 1  him— defirous  to  know  what 
pril'ed  in  negligence  and  care- 1  improvement  they  had  made 
leinefs,  and  be  involved  in  I  of  nis  money, 
the  general  dcftrultion.  I  20  The  fervant  then,  who 

§ — 14  The  gofpel  difpen- 1  had  received  five  talents,  thus 
fation  with  regard  to  the  dif- 1  fpoke  — Sir,  at  your  depar- 
tribution  of  future  rewards  I  ture  you  delivered  to  me  five 
and  puns  foments  may  be  thus  I  talents — by  care  and  induftry 
reprefented  —  A  gentleman  1 1  have  accumulated  other  five, 
intending  to  vifit  foreign!  21  Ilis  lord  highly  elated 
countries  called  his  fervants  |  cried  out  in  tranfport— Ami- 
together,  and  entrufted  them  I  able  conduit !  conlummate 
with  confiderable  fums,  ex- 1  excellence !  —your  faithful 
pelting  that  they  ihould  im- 1  conduit  merits  the  higheft 
prove  them  by  trade  during  I  applaufe— enter  into  the  moft 
his  abfence.  I  tranfcendent  happinefs  it  is  in 

1 5  To  one  fervant  he  com- 1  my  power  to  beftow. 

mitted  five  talents  — to  a  fe- 1  22  He  then,  who  had  re- 

cond,  two  —  to  a  third,  one  j  ceived  two  talents,  approach- 
—  to  each  according  to  his  |  ed  his  lord,  and  faid  —  Sir, 
refpeltive abilities— After  this  I  you  originally  entrufted  me 
he  let  out  upon  his  travels.  I  with  two  talents — I  have  like- 

16  The  fervant  then,  who  I  wife  doubled  them  by  my  di- 

had  received  five  talents,  im- 1  ligence  in  commerce, 
mediately  launched  into  bufi- 1  23  His  lord  in  the  higheft 

nefs,  and  in  procefs  of  time  I  raptures  faid  ■  Weil  done ! 
by  his  Ikill  and  diligence  I  thou  faithful  fefvant!  thou  haft 
doubled  his  capital.  I  abundantly  fhbwed  thy  fideli- 

1 7  In  like  manner  he,  who  I  ty  in  hufbandlng  the  trifling 
had  been  entrufted  with  two,  I  fum  I  committed  to  thee— r 
gained  in  trade  other  two.  I  thou  ihalt  be  immediately  ad- 

18  But  thefervant,  who  had  Ivanced  to  a  very  high  and 
received  one  talent,  went  into  J  illuftrious  ftation,  and  lhare 
£ii  obi’cure place — dug  an  hole  |  thy  lord’s  felicity. 

j  24  Laft 
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24  Lad  of  all  he,  who  had 
received  one  talent,  drew 
bear  and  fpoke— Sir,  I  knew 
you  to  be  a  man  of  implaca¬ 
ble-  fcverity,  exalting  your 
unreasonable  demands  -with 
Unrelenting  rigour,  and  ex- 
pelting  great  emoluments 
nom  perfons,  whom  you  fix¬ 
ed  in  no  capacity  to  fubferve 
yOur  intends. 

25  Dreading,  therefore, 
your  -  ftem  and  inexorable 
temper,  I  went  and  hid  it 
in  the  ground— -  here  it  is— 
I  reftore  it  as  I  received  it. 

26  H is  lord,  fired  with  in- 
dig  nation  at  a  conduit  fb  cri¬ 
minal,  fold  to  him— -Thou 
bale  and  indolent  Have  1 — if 
you  really  knew  me,  as  you 
lay  you  did,  tx>  be  of  a  temper 
fo  unreafonable  and  unre¬ 
lenting,  and  to  be  fo  inexo¬ 
rable  m  my  demands, 

2  7  yoU  Ought  to  have  taken 
Care  not  to  incur  my  refent- 
trtent — but  by  a  careful  and 
diligent  endeavour  fhould 
have  improved  the  talent  in 
trade— that  at  my  return  I 
might  have  received  my  mo¬ 
ney  With  feme  additional  pro¬ 
fits,  and  have  applauded  and 

rewarded  you  for  your  con¬ 
duit. 

28  The  gentleman  then 
faid — take  that  talent  from 
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him  d irtfltly,  and  give  it  to 
him  who  had  the  five  talents. 

29  For  every  one,  who  hath 
carefully  improved  what  hath 
been  committed  to  him,  lhall 
be  rewarded  with  a  more  am¬ 
ple  and  copious  affluence  — 
but  he,  who  hath  mifimprov- 
ed  what  was  entrufted  to  him, 
(hall  be  fatally  deprived  even 
of  what  he  originally  had. 

30  Take  you  therefore  that 
worthlefs  Have  from  my  pre¬ 
fence,  and  throw  him  into  a 
dark  and  dtfmal  mine *,  there 
to  deplore  his  wretched nefs, 
and  gnafh  his  teeth  for  ex¬ 
treme  mifery. 

f— 3 1  At  the  lad  day  the 
Median  {hall  defeend,  invert¬ 
ed  with  matchiefs  fplendour 
and  majefty,  with  a  bright 

and  numerous  retinue  of  his 

« 

angel9-=*and  then  (hall  afeend 
a  mod  magnificent  throne. 

32  Before  this  tribunal  all 
the  nations  of  the  univerfe 
(hall  be  convened  in  one  vart 
aflembly — thefe  he  will  then 
feparate  into  two  dirt inlf  com¬ 
panies,  in  the  fame  manner  as 
a  fhepherd  felelts  and  divides 
the  fneep  and  goats  into  two 
feparate  flocks. 

33  The  good  he  will  place 
on  his  right  hand— the  bad  on 
his  left. 

34  The  judge  will  then 


t  Difobcdient  and  woithkf*  Haves  were  nfuslfy  pu&Uhcd  by  being  coa- 
ined  to  hard  labour  in  the  mines* 

s 

add  refs 
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add  refs  himfelf  to  thofc  on  his  1  fee  thee  confined  to  a  fick 
right  hand  with  (miles  of  ap-  Ibed,  oftoaloathfome  dungeon 
probation  —  Welcome !  ye  J — and  in  that  helplefs  condi- 
bldTed  of  my  father!  Wei- 1  tion  vifited  and  befriended 
come  to  the  everlafHng  pof- 1  thee  ? 
fefiion  of  thofe  blifsful  abodes,  I  40  To  this  the  judge  will 
which  have  from  all  eternity  I  anfwer— Since  you  have  done 
been  prepared  for  your  re-  [ thefe  kind  and  benevckiit 
ception.  I  offices  to  die  moft  inconfide- 

35  For  when  1  was  faint- 1  rable  chriftian— I  confider 
ing  with  hunger,  you  gave  [them  as  done  to  myfelf. 

me  food — when  I  was  parch- 1.  41  Afterwards  the 
ed  with  third,  you  gave  me  j  judge  will  turn  to  thofe  on 
drink— -under  your  roof,  when  [  his  left  hand,  and  fay  to  them, 
I  was  a  (banger,  I  found  an  j  with  Item  looks,  full  of  in¬ 
hospitable  reception.  J  dignation — ‘Depart  you  curf* 

36  When  I  was  langaifh-  led  from  my  pretence,  to  be 
ing  under  cold  and  naked-  j  confirmed  in  that  eternal  fire, 
nefs,  you  cloathed  me— when  [that  was  prepared  for  the  de- 
I  was  lick  and  helplefs,  you  |  vil  and  lus  angeb. 

took  the  charge  of  me fc  —  |  4 1  For  thnr  i  I  was  expiring 
when  I  was  confined  in  pri-  [  with  hunger  and  thirft,  you 
ion,  you  vifited  me.  [repulfed  me  from  your  doors. 

3  7  The  righteous,  alarmed  |  43  Tho*  I  was  in  a  ftrangc 
at  fuch  an  unerpe&ed  dif-  [  country  and  in  diftrefs,  you 
courfc,  will  then  anfwer  —  [  had  the  cruelty  to  refufe  me 
Blefied  Mefliah !  when  did  [  the  Ieaft  relief  - -—when'  you 
we  ever  fee  thee  languid! ing  1  faw  me  IhiVer  and  languilh 
with  hunger,  or  fainting  with  |  under  cold  and  nakednefs  — 
third,  and  in  thefe  excremi-  [  when  you  faw  me  rendered 
ties  relieved  thee  ?  [  helplefs  by  irndifoofition,  or 

38  When  did  we  ever  fee  I  confined  in  a  prifon — you  ne- 
thee  a  forlorn  and  unhappy  [  gle&ed  me,  and  left  me  to 
firanger,  and  entertained  thee  [  all  the  cruel  rigours  of  my 
—or  indigent  and  naked,  and  |  condition. 

cloathed  thee  i  I  44  This  company  too  will 

39  Or  when  did  we  ever  I  witnefs  furprife  at  fuch  an  ac- 

*  The  word  imirnvrrotJL*i  doth  not  Araify  to  but  to  take  the 
ivtrjigbt  or  charge  of  a  perfiuu  So  k  Ihonld  have  been  translated,  jam H 
i  27, 

cufation. 
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cufation,  and  fay — —Lord,!  5  They  agreed,  however, 
when  did  we  ever  fee  thee  in-|  not  to  execute  this  defign 
volved  in  any  of  the  calami -  i  during  the  celebration  of  the 
ties  you  mention,)  and  denied  |  paJTover — left  it  might  caufe 
thee  relief ?  la  tumult,  and  the  populace 

45  He  will  then  reply  —  I  ihould  refeue  him  by  force. 

Since  you  have  rffufea  thefe  |  § — 6  About  this  time  ic 
humane  and  beneficent  offi-;  I  happened,  that  as  Jefus  was 
ces  to  modeft  and  humble  I  in  Bethany,  in  the  houfe  of 
virtue  in  diftrefs  -t- 1  confider  I  one  Simon  whom  he  had  mi- 
them  as  being  refufed  to  my-  |  raculoufty  cured  of  leprofy, 
felf.  I  7  a  woman  approached  him 

4 6  The  wicked,  then  will  I  as  he  was  reclining  on  the 

be  fentenced  to  eternal  death,  I  couch,  and  poured  an  alabaf- 
and  the  goodfhall  be  adjudge  I  ter  box  of  the  fine  ft  and  rich- 
ed  to  eternal  life.  .  left  perfume  upon  his  head. 

I  8  This  a&ion,  of  which 
CHAP.  XXVI.  I  the  difciples  were  witneffes, 

x  TT7HEN  Jefus  had  fi- 1  filled  fome  of  them  with  ex- 

VV  nifhed  the  preceding  I  treme  indignation,  and  they 
difeourfes,  he  fad  unto  his  I  could  not  forbear  teftifying 
difciples,  I  their  refentment  by  faying — 

2  There  arc  only  two  days  i  What  is  there  that  can  jollify 
you  know  to  the  paflover  —  I  fuch  extravagance ! 
fduring  which  folemnity  beJ  9  This  perfume  might  have 
allured  that  the  fon  of  man: I, been  fold  for  a  conuderable 
will  be  treacherously  deliver-  I  iiitn,  which  would  have  re¬ 
ed  into  the  power  of  his  ene-jlieved  the  diftreffes  of  fcveral 
mies,  and  be  crucified.  I  poor  families. 

.  3  At  this  very  time  there!  jo  But  Jefus  confcious  of 
was  convoked  a  general  coun- 1  thefe  repining  murmurs  faid 
eil  of  the  high  priefts,  the  I  to  them  —  W  hy  do  you  con- 
ejergy  and  the  magiftrates—  I  ceive  fuch  violent  difgufl  and 
who  met  in  the  palace  of  the  I  refen cment  againft  the  wo- 
hlgh  prieft,  whole  name  was  I  man  ?  —  fhe  hath  done  me  a 
Caiaphas.  1  good  and  beneficent  office. 

4  In  this  aflembly  they  all]  11  And  with  regard  to  what 
deliberated  and  concerted  you  alledge  concerning  the 
meafures  how  to  trapan  Jefus  poor- —  objects  of  compaflion 
by  fraud,  and  put  him  %q  you  have  always  around  you 
death.  —but  my  continuance  with 

you 
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you  will  be  but  of  a  very  |  mafter  intends  to  celebrate  at 
(hort  duration.  |  hjs  houfe  the-approachmg  fo- 

1 2  So  fhort,  that  the  per-  J  lemnity  with  his  difciplcs. 
fume,  which  (he  hath  now  !  ’  19  The  difciptes  itnme- 
lavifhed  upon  my  perfon,  may  I  diately  executed  his  injunc- 
be  confidered  in  the  light  of  f  tions  — ;  and  in  that  perfon’s 
funeral  honours  paid  to  me.  |  houfe  they  provided  every 

13  This  friendly  and  be- 1  thing :  neceffary  for  the  pal- 
nevolent  favour,  which  •  this  J  fover. 

woman  hath  juft  ‘conferred  J  20  Accordingly  in  the  e- 
upon  me,  I  alfure  you,  (hall  I  vening  Jefus  fat  down  to  eat 
be  celebrated  in  every  coun- I  the  pafchal  lamb  with  his  dif- 
try  where  the  gofpel  is  dif- 1  ciples. 
fufed,  and  live  in  the  grateful  j  21  But  'while  they  were  at 
remembrance  of  all  future  j  (upper  Jefus.  faid  to  them  — 
ages,  1 1  certainly  know  that  one  of 

§—>14  After  this  Judas  j  you  will  by  the  bafeft  perfidy 
Ifcariot  one  of  the  twelve  a-  j  betray  me  into  the  power  of 
poftles  went  to  the  high  I  thofe,  who  thirft  after  my 
priefts,  I  blood. 

1 5  and  faid — What  reward  I  22  A  declaration  fo  unex¬ 

will  you  give  me,  and  I  will  |  pefted  threw  them  into  all 
deliverjefusintoyourpower?  I  the  excefiesof  refentment  and 
— They  agreed  to  pay  him  |  grief— and  every  one  of  them 
thirty  pieces  of  filver.  |  relpc&ively  afked  him,  by 

16  From  the  time,  that  J  turns, — if  he  judged  him  ca- 
this  con  trad  was  made,  Ju-j  pable  of  fuch  black  ingrati- 
das  continually  ftudied  the  I  tude  and  treachery  ? 

moft  favourable  opportunity!  23  He  replied —The  per- 
of  putting  Jefus*  into  their  j  fon,  who  will  perpetrate  this 
hands.  J  crime,  is  now  dipping  a  piece 

§ — 17  The  difciplejs,  on  j  of  bread  in  the  di(h. 
the  firft  day  of  unleavened  I  24  The  fon  of  man,  indeed, 

bread,  came  to  Jefus,  and  j  will  make  that  exit,  which 
deftred  to  know  in  what  place  J  the  antient .  prophets  have 
he  would  have  them  make  long  fince  predicted  —  but 
preparation  for  eating  :  the  j  dreadful,  beyond  expreffion, 
pafchal  (upper.  I  will  be  the  punilhment  of 

1 8  He  laid  to  them— Go  I  that  perfon,  who  will  betray 
into  the  city  to  fuch  a  certain  j  the  Mcfliah  into  the  hands 
perfon,  and  tell  him  that  your  J  of  his  perfecutors  !  Happy 

I  would 
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would  it  be  for  him,  had  he  j  laid  tothem— This  very  night 
never  drawn  the  breath  of  I  you  will  all  be  alhamed  of  the 
life  1  I  taufe  you  have  efpoufed,  and 

2$  The  traitor  Judas  hear- 1  defert  me— and  to  your  con¬ 
ing  this  diicourfe  laid  —  Do  |  du&  may  be  applied  a  pafiage 
you  think  me  capable  of  fuch  I  which  occurs  in  one  of  the 
villainy— I  do— J efus  replied*  I  prophets  — 44  I  will  wound 
26  As  they  were  at  fupper  J  the  fliepherd,  and  the  Hock 
Jefus  took  bread,  and  when  I  (hall  difperle.4* 
he  had  given  thanks  to  God,  I  32  But  remember,  after  I 
he  broke  it,and  diftributed  I  am  railed  from  the  grave,  1 
it  to  his  difciples,  laying—  I  will  immediately  repair  to 
Take  and  eat  this  bread — 1  Galilee* 
which  I  detign  lhould  repre- 1  33  Peter  then  replied— 

lent  my  own  body*  1  1  you  lay  that  we  lhall  all  relin- 

2  7  He  then  took  the  cup,  |  quilh  you— -but  I  am  delibe- 
and  having  paid  his  gratitude  ]  rarely  refolyed  never  to  aban- 
to  heaven,  he  gave  it  to  them,  I  don  you. 
faying— Of  this  wine  do  you  j  34  Haft  thou  formed  this 

all  drink—  |  relolution  ?  —  1  aifurc  thee 

*8  for  it  reprefcnts  my  own  I  this  very  night  before  the 

blood— . by  the  effufion  of  I  cock  hath  crowed  three  times, 

which  that  new  difpenfarion,  1  thou  wilt  folemnly  deny  that 
which,  is  defigned  co  reform  |  thou  ever  hadft  any  connec- 
a  vicious  and  depraved  world,  I  tions  with  me* 
lhall  be  fealed  and  confirmed*  j  35 1  will  fooner  meet  death, 

29  And  let  me  farther  af-  j  with  you,  laid  Peter,  in  the 
fure  you — that  I  will  not  tafte  j  moft  dreadful  form,  than  ever 
the  produce  of  the  vine,  'dll  I  be  guilty  of  fuch  bafenefs— 
the  time  that  my  heavenly  I  All  the  dildples  made  the 
father  hath  eretted  his  king-  j  lame  declarations. 

dom I  3  6  Jefus  then  attended 

30  When  they  had  fung  I  with  his  difciples  came  to  a 

the  ufual  pafchal  ode  —  they  I  retired  place  called  Getbfe- 
withdrew  to  the  mount  of  I  mane— into  which  as  foon  as 
Olives*  I  he  had  withdrawn,  he  laid  to 

3 1  On  their  arrival  here  he  I  them,— Sit  down  here,  while 

1  That  is,  not  'till  after  his  refurre&iotb— nt  which  the  jrofpel  difpen* 
fation  properly  commenced.  See  Sjktt  on  the  Chriftian  Religion,  p.  61, 
and  Wtjl  on  Prayer,  p.75. 

lad- 
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I  advance  a  little  farther,' 
and  iupplicate  my  God  to  af- 

fift  me. 

37  He  then  took  with  him 
Peter,  and  the  two  fons  of  Zc- 

bedee - who  foon  law  him 

fink  in  an  agony  of  excef- 
five  for  row  and  diltrels  of 

4 

mind. 

38  He  then  faid  to  them  ] 

— my  foul  i$  overwhelmed 
in  a  good  of  the  molt  oppref- 
five  grief,  and  is  ready  to  ex-  i 

pire  by  reafon  of  the  excru¬ 
ciating  anguilh  1  now  fuftain 

- Do  ltay  here  and  lit  up 

with  me. 

39  Having  faid  this  he  ad¬ 
vanced  a  few  Heps  from  them 
— proftrated  himiclf  on  the 
ground,  and  uttered  this 

prayer - >0  merciful  God ! 

fuffer  not  the  impend  ing  ftorm 
to  break  over  my  head— but 
I  check  mylelf— Not  my  will 
but  thine  be  done ! 

40  He  then  rofe  from  his 
knees,  and  came  back  to  his 

difciples - whom  he  found 

funk  in  profound  repofe 

and  awakening  Peter  he  laid 
are  you  not  able  to  lit  up 
with  me,  but  for  one  Tingle 
hour. 

41  Suffer  not  fleep  to  over¬ 
come  you  in  this  emergency, 
but  earneitjy  beg  of  God, 
that  you  may  not  be  fcduced 
into  fin — Your  minds  chear- 
fully  prompt  you  to  adhere 
to  me.  but  the  ltronz  fears 


of  death,  alas!  will  loon  o- 
vercotne  all  your  mental  re- 
fohmons ! 

42  He  left  them  a  fecond 
time,  and  devoutly  offered 
the  following  fupplication — 
O  my  father  1  if  thefe  ap¬ 
proaching  miferies  cannot  he 
avoided,  but  I  muft  be  in¬ 
volved  in  them— I  calmly  ac- 
iefce  in  thine  all  wife  difpo- 


He  came 
them  ova 


n 
in 


deep. 

44  Upon  feeing  them  in 
the  lame  condition,  he  went 
from  them  a  third  time— and 
poured  out  the  fame  devout 
retjuefts.  ; 

4 5  After  this  he  comes  to 
his  difciples  ahd  fays  to  them 
— Y ou  may  now  indulge  your 

(lumbers,  and  link  in  the  arms 
of  fecurity  and  repofe . —  for 
the  time  is  expired — -my  fate 
is  decided,  the  Ion  of  man  is 
this  moment  going  to  be  de¬ 
livered  into  the  hands  of  his 
wicked  enemies. 

46  Rife— let  us  depart 
the  traitor  is  here ! 

4  7  He  had  not  fpofeen 
tbele  words  before  Judas  ap¬ 
proached  him*  attended  with 
a  vaft  mob,  armed,  fome  of 
them  with  fwords,  others  with 
clubs,  whom  the  prelates  and 
the  magi  Urates  had  hired  for 
this  purpofe. 

48  To  thefe  ruffians  the 

traitor 
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traitor  had  agreed  to  give  this  i  heavenly  father  to  deliver  me, 
fignal — The  pcrlon,  -faid  he,  I  and  fhould  inftantly  bemcir- 
whom  I  fhall  kifs,  is  the  man  { cied  with  many  thoufands  of 

#  I  ^ 

—-Apprehend  him  immedi-  j  Angels  ? - 

ately.  |  54  But  how,  then,  would 

49  He  then  haftily  ad  van- 1  thofe  prophecies  be  fulfilled, 
ced  up  to  Jeful,  and  laid— J  which  expreftly  predict  the 
Hail  great  inftrutlor !  — and.lfufferings  and  death  of  the 
faluted  him,  feetningly,  with  I  Mc-fliah  ? 

great  ardour  and  affo&iori*.  j  55  When  the  officers  had 
.50  Friend  I  feid  Jefus  to J  feizcd  Jefus,  he  faid  to  the 
him,  what  is  it  hath  prompt-  j  impounding  mob— Why  did 
cd  thee  to  this  ?— The  mob  J  you  come  armed  with  clubs 
then  feeing  the  Jignal,  ruihed  land  fwords  to  apprehend  me, 
upon  him  and  fejzed  hint.  1  like  a  thief,  in  this  clandeftine 

51  Oneofthe  difciples,  fee-  J  manner  ? — Whpn  you  knew 
ing  this  violence,  immediately!  thatlwas  every  day  publickly 
drew  his  fword  and  ifruck  a  j  ihftruiling  the  people  in  the 
fervant  of  the  high  prfeft  4  J  temple — yet .  laid  no  violent 
blow  which  cut  off  his  right  1  hanas  upon  me  ? 

ear.  I  56  But'  the  antient  predic- 

52  Upon  this  Jefus  turned  1  dons  muft  be  accomplifhed 

to  him  and  faid— flieath  thy  I  —I  am  to fuftain  all  this  treat- 
fword— for  all,  that  fhall  now  j  ment— — ' When  the  difciples 
take  up  arms  to  refeue  me,  j  few  their  mailer  in  the  hands 
are  fore  to  be  overpowered  j  of  thefe  ruffians,  they  were 
and  Bain.  Ifeized  with  confternarion,  and 

53  Doft  thou  not  refleft,  j  deferred  him  by  a  fudden  and 
that  ifl  were  to  be  extricated  I  precipitate  flight. 

by  force  from  my  impending  I  §-—57  When  they  had 
fate,  Icould  now  implore  my  |  apprehended -Jelus  they  drag- 

k.  9/Xiw  Is  bled  in  the  verfe  before,  but'  xara^iKitt  in  this,  and  inti¬ 
mates  that  the  traitor  (hinted  him  wifh  great  ardency.  To  express  myfelf 

in  latU ;  In  pio'Oificio  aliquanditliinmoratua  eft.  P  cricks  loved  Ajpafia 
with  the  greateft  tendernefs,  and  never  went  or  came  from  the  forum,  but 
wr«£i7«  pvret  tk  mt Plutarch  Pericles,  p.  301.  All  the  army 
fhed  tears  for  joy,  and  mtvurru  «txxaA»tt  juti  Plutarch  in 

Fahiot  p,  330. "  Cato  ftruck  MatdUiut  out  of  the  lift  of  the  fenators  be¬ 
ta  ufo  in.  the  prefence  of  his  daughter  rear  av juyytm*-  *«r«e^»yt*'» 
Plutarch  Cato  Maj.  p.  634..  Sylla  always  carried  in  his  boibm  a  little 
golden  image,  which  in  an  engagement  he  ever  ufed  xeaoq ixt tv*  Hut. 
Sylla.  p.  801.  Edit.  Steph. 

4  Sed 
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ged  him  before  Caiaphas  ll  ent — The  high .  prieft  then 
the  high  prieft,  at  whofe  |  faid  to  him— I  folemnly  ad- 
houfe  the  clergy  and  magi  -  |  i  u  re  thee  in.  the  name  of  the 
Urates,  were  then  aflembled.  j  living  God,  in  whofe  pre- 

58  Peter  followed  him,  at  ]  fence  thou  ftandeft,  that  thou 
fome  confiderable  diftance,  as  I  wilt  exprefsly  tell  us,  whether 
far  as  into  the  hall  of  the  j  thou  art  the  real  Meffiah,  the 
h  igh  prieft — where  he.  ming-  j  Ion  of  God  ? 

let!  with  the  fervants,  defign-  j  64  Jefus  anfwered  that  he 
lag  to  learn  the  refult  of  this  I  was,  and  faid — You  will  foon 
t  ran  faction.  j  fee  a  convincing  proof  that  1 

59  When  Jefus  was  brought  jam— for  you  will  fee  me  in- 

before  the  high  priefts  and  the  |  vefted  with  the  higheft  dignity 
m  a  gift  rates,  the  whole  coun-  I  and .  authority,  and  riding  in 
cil  tried  to  fuborn  witnefies  to  |  triumph,  pomp  and  majefty, 
atccft  the  moil  notorious  falfe- 1  upon  the  clouds,  fcattering 
hoods— in  order  that  they  I  deftrudlion  upon  this  city  and 
might publickly  condemn  and  I  nation, 
execute  him  as  a  malefactor.  I  65  Upon  hearing  this,  the 
.  60  But  tho’  feveral  falfe  I  high  prieft  rent  his  cloaths, 
evidences  were  procured,  yet  j  crying  out  -—-What  horrid 
what  they  alleaged  was  not  J  blafphemy  is  this ! '  What  oc- 
deemed  i  iiftkicnt  to  convift  j  caiion  have  we  for  evidence 
him  of  a  capital  crime — ’till  I  againft  him  ?— Have  you  not 
two  witnefies  appeared,  j  heard  the  notorious  blalphe- 
•  61  who  declared  that  they  |  mies  againft  God  that  he  juft 
had  heard  him  utter  the  fol- 1  uttered  ? 

Rowing  expreffions— I  am  able  I  66 1  defire  your  fentiments 

fo  demolifh  ibis  whole  fabric  I  of  it— The  council  with  one 
pf  the  temple,  and  in  three  |  unanimous  voice  anfwered— 
flays  time  to  rebuild  it  in  all  its  |  that  he  ought  to  fuller  capi- 
fbrmer  grandeur  and  mag-  I  tal  punifhment. 
ni  licence.  J  67  This  fentence  was  no 

■  62  The  high  prieft  then  I  looner  pronounced,  than  the 
role  from  his  (eat  ami  faid  to  mob  around  him  began  to 
him— Wilt  thou  offer  no  de-  offer  him  the  vileft  indigni- 
jfence  ?— Wilt  not  thou  vin-  ties,  fpitting  in  his  face,  and 
dicate  thyfelf  againft  thefc  linking  him  with  their  fills, 
charges  ?  68  and  during  this  oppro- 

I  63  But  Jefus,  knowing  brious  treatment  infoiendy 
their  determined  refolutions  to  afking  him  to  cell,  by  the 
condemn  him,  continued  fi-  prophetic  powers  he  poffei- 
Vol.  L  H  fed 
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led,  who  it  was  that  ftruck 
him. 

§ — 69  Peter,  as  hath  been 
mentioned  above,  was  now  in 
the  hall— where  as  he  was  fit¬ 
ting,  one  of  the  ler  vant  maids 
came  to  him  and  faid— I  be¬ 
lieve  you  was  one  of  the  com¬ 
panions  of  this|  Jefus  of  Na- 
zereth. 

70  You  mifliake  the.  per- 
fon,  he  replied-fc-I  never  had 
the  lead  acquaintance  with 
him— I  do  not  know  what 
you  mean. 

7 1  He  was  no  fooner  gone 
into  the  paflage,  but  another 

maid  (ervant  law  him,  and  faid 

*  —  9  ♦ 

to  the  people  that  (rood  round 
her — That  peribn  there  was 
one  of  J  efus’  particular  friends. 

yl  But  he  anfwered  with 
a  folemn  oath,  That  he  did . 
not  lb  much  as  know  him. 

73  A  little  after,  fome  of 
thofe  who  ftood  there  faid  to 
Peter— you  certainly  are  one 
of  his  dil'ciples— for  yoUr  dia¬ 
led  is  a  plain  demonftration* 
that  you  are  a  Galilean. 

•  74  Upon  this  he  began  to 
litter  the  moft  dreadful  oaths 
and  imprecations,  making  the 
moft  folemn  appeals  to  God, 
that  he  never  had  any  con¬ 
nections  with  him— when  he 
heard  the  cock  crow. 

75  He  then  inftantly  recol¬ 
lected  what  Jefus  had  told 
him— that  before  the  cock 
crew,  he  would  three  fevcral 
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times  utter  the  ftrongeftaf- 
feverations  that  he  had  never 
known  him— this  ruihing  in¬ 
to  his  mind  ftruck  him  with 
a  painful  fenfe  of  his  wca  le¬ 
nds  and  wickedneft,  and  he 
went  out  and  burft  into  a 
Hood  of  bitter  tears. 

CHAP  XXVII. 

1  T  N  the  morning  the  high 
*  priefts  and  the  other 
members,  who  compofed  the 
Sanhedrim  convened  a  cou  n- 
cil  in  which  it  was  unani- 
moufly  decreed  that  Jefu* 
ihould  fuffer  capital  punifli- 
ment. 

2  Accordingly  they  load¬ 
ed  him  with  fetters  and  con¬ 
duced  him  before  Pontius 
Pilate  the  Roman  governour. 

$—“*3  But  when  Judas 
found  that  Jefus  was  con¬ 
demned  to  die,  he  was  ftung 
with  remorfe,  and  bringing 
back  the  thirty  pieces  of  fi¬ 
ver  to  the  prelates  and  the 
magiftrates, 

4  faid  to  them— I  have  been 
guilty  of  a  moft  horrid  and  en¬ 
ormous  crime,  in  betraying 
an  innocent  perfon  into  your 
hands  by  an  a£t  of  the  bale  ft 
perfidy— they  replied  —  this 
thy  treachery  doth  not  in  the 

lead  affect  us - -thou  alo:;e 

art  chargeable  with  it. 

5  He  then,  (eized  with 
defpair  and  rage,  flung  down 
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the  money— rulhed  out  of  the- 1  he  faid  to  him— Do  you  pre¬ 
tend  to  aflume  the  title  of 
King  of  the  Jews  ?-  —  ■  Jefus 
anfwered  in  the  affirmative. 


temple,  and  immediately 
hanged  himfelf1. 

6  The  high  prkfts  order¬ 
ing  the  pieces  to  be  picked 
up  laid— as  human  blood  hath 
been  purchafcd  with  this  mo* 
ncy,  it  is  unlawful  for  us  to 
put  it  into  the  treafury  of  the 
temple. 

7  They  therefore  delibe¬ 
rated  to  what  ufe  they  Ihould 
convert  it,  and  agreed  at  laft 
to  purchafe  with  it  the  pot¬ 
ter's  held  to  be  a  burying- 

round  for  all  foreigners  that 
led  in  the  city, 

S  From  this  circumftance 
that  plot  of  ground  hath  ever 
Cnee  been  called  the  field  of  lily  afloniffied  at  his  behaviour. 
blood.  It  15  7  he  governour  had  e- 


12  But  to  many  accu  rati¬ 
ons  that  were  here  brought 
againft  him  by  the  high  priefts 
and  the  magiftrates  he  made 
no  reply,  knowing  their  in¬ 
flexible  refolution  to  condemn! 
him. 

13  Upon  this  Pilate  faid 

Why  do  you  continue  fi lent 
do  not  you  hear  the  heavy 
crimes  they  alledge  againft 
you? 

14  But  Jefus  ftill  prefer-^ 
ved  a  profound  filence—  io 
that  the  governour  was  sreat- 


.  9  This  incident  is  exactly 
fimslar  to  the  following  paf- 
lage  which  occurs  in  the  pro¬ 
phet  Jeremiah— they  took 


ftablifhed  a  cuftom  of  grati¬ 
fying  the  people,  at  every 
paffover,  with  the  releafe  of 
Uny  one  priioner,  whofe  par- 

am  I  j*  1  •  1  ,«  1  •  * 


the  thirty  pieces  of  fil ver,  the- j|  don.  they  foliated  of  him. 
price  which  the  children  of  j|  16  There  happened  then  to 
ifrael  fet  upon  my  head,  r  be  under  confinement  a  very 
10  and  they  caft  them  in-  [notorious ruffian,  whofe  name 
to  the  potter's  field,  as  God  I  was  Barabbas. 
f|ad  enjoined  me.”  I  .17  As  the  council,  therc- 

§ — 11  When  Jefus  was  | fore,  flood  convened  before 
ordered  before  the  governour,  |  him,  Pilate,  not  doubting 

;  1  Some  interpreters  would  conclude  from  the  grcck.  verli  here  ufed  that 
tefpairand  melancholy  choaked  anditranglcd  the  traitor :  but  it  is  never 
ifed  in  this  fenfe.  “  Some  fay  when  Ariadne  was  defeitcd  by  Thcfeus 
he  hanged  hcrfelf,  a Tttcy%*&d.\  Plutarch  Thef.  p.  16.  ■  “  They  bring 
>ut  the  halters  t»v  uir^yxofAivuf,  Plutarch  Themiftocles,  p.  223. 
*  When  he  found  that  Cato  knew  of  it,  he  hanged  himfclf,  *-n 
Hutarch  Cato  Maj.  626.  “  Socrates  being  abufed  in  a  comedy,  only 

aui>hed  at  it,  but  Poliagrus  hanged  himfelf,  enny^ctr»>  ./Elian  Var. 
did.  p.  341.  lidit.  Fabri. 
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but  they  would  prefer  Jefus 
to  fucb  an  infamous  malcfac- 


tour,  propofed  it  to  them, 
whether  they  would  have 

him  releafe  this  Barabbas  or 

Jelus. 

1 8  For  he  knew  very  well 
from  the  whole  of  their  con- 
dud  on  this  occafion  that  they 
had  dragged  hid  to  his  tribu- 
nal  merely  from  a  principle 
of  determined  malice  and  in¬ 
veterate  rage. 

i  o  It  happened,  moreover, 
while  he  was  prefiding  in  this 
court  of  judicature  that  his 
wife  difpatched  ameflenger  to 
him,entreatinghim  not  to  con¬ 
demn  an  innocent  perfon— 
for  that  lhe  had  been,  the 
night  before,  greatly  terrified 
with  a  frightful  dream  con¬ 
cerning  him. 

20  In  the  mean  time  while 
he  was  ruminating  on  this 
mefiage,  the  high  priefts  and 
the  magiftrates  prevailed  with 
the  populace  by  their  impor¬ 
tunate  perfuafions  to  folici  t 
for  the  acquittal  of  Barabbas 
and  the  execution  of  Jefus. 

21  The  governour  reco¬ 
vering  from  the  perturbation 
into  which  this  incident  had 
thrown  him,  afked  them  a- 

gain - Which  of  thefe  two 

do  you  choofe  I  fhould  in- 
ftantly  difmifs  from  confine¬ 
ment  ?— They  ail  cried  Ba¬ 
rabbas. 

22  But  what  fentence  (ball 


I  pronounce,  laid  Pilate,  up¬ 
on  this  man,  whom  you  call 
die  Mefliah  ?-— They  uni* 
verfally  clamoured  —  let  him 
be  crucified ! 

23  The  governour,  afto- 
nilhed  at  the  furious  rage 
they  exprefled,  calmly  afked 
them  —  ■  ■  what  crime  they 
charged  him  with  —  but  to 
this  they  only  replied  with  a 
vociferation  more  violent 
than  ever— -let  him  be  cruci¬ 
fied! 

24  When  Pilate  found  that 
all  his  attempts  to  refeue  him 
from  their  fury  were  fruitlefs, 
and  that  the  more  he  endea¬ 
voured  to  placate  their  re* 
fentments,  the  more  he  in- 
ftigated  and  inflamed  them, 
he  ordered  water  to  be 
brought,  and  wafhing  his 
hands  in  the  prefence  of  the 
whole  court,  laid  —  1  give 
this  public  teftimony  that 
my  hands  (hall  not  be  em- 

brued  in  the  blood  of  this 

* 

good  man. 

2  5  The  whole  aflembly  then 
unanimoufiy  replied— Let 
his  blood  be  upon  us  and 
upon  our  pofterity ! 

2  6  Accordingly  Barabbas 
was  releafed  from  prifon  — — 
and  Jefus  was  fentcnccd  to 
be  firft  fcourged  and  after¬ 
wards  crucified, 

27  After  the  firft  parr  of 
the  fentence  was  executed— 
the  govemour’s  guards  car- 
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ried  Jefus  into  the  prsetorium  |  Golgotha,  which  fignifies, 

— and  there  colle&ed  toge-  The  place  of  (kulls, 

ther  the  whole  cohort.  34-  they  were  kind  enough 

28  They  then  dripped  off  to  offer  him  a  ftupifying 

his  cloaths,  and  arrayed  him  draught,  a  compofition  of 
in  robes  of  mock  royalty——  gall  and  vinegar  —  but  after 
for  they  put  on  him  a  purple  he-  tailed  it,  he  refiifed  to 
veil —  —  drink  it. 

29  they  platted  a  crown  35  The  Roman  foldiers 
of  thorns,  and  fixed  it  on  his  having  fixed  and  eredted  the 

head - they  put  a  cane  into  crols,  and  nailed  him  to  it, 

his  right  hand  for  a  fcepter —  caft  lots  for  his  cloaths— a 
and  then  proftrated  them'  circumftance  fimilar  to  one 

Jcives  before  him - offering  which  the  Pfalmift  mentions 

himthemoft  wanton  and  cruel  in  the  following  paflage— 
infults  and  indignities — (hour-  “They  made1  a  diviuon  of 
ing,  God  fave  the  king  of  my  apparel,  arid  caft  lots  for 
the  Jews!  it.” 

30  they  Ipit  upon  him —  36  They  then  fat  down 
they  took  the  cane  which  upon  the  pldce  and  kept 
he  had  in  his  hand  andftruck  guard. 

himwith  it  on  the  head,  that  37  Over  his  head  they  alio 
the  lharp  thorns  might  pierce  put  up  this  inlqription— — to 
and  wound  it.  fignify  the  crime  for  which 

31  When  they  were  tired  he  fuffered  —  This  is  the 
with  this  infolent  treatment,  king  of  the  Jews. 

vthey  divefted  him  of  the  pur-  38  Along  with  him  there 
•pic  robe,  and  putting  on  him  were  crucified  two  thieves, 
nis  own  cloaths  they  dragged  one  on  each  fide. 

jiiin  away  to  the  place  orcru-  39  The  people  that  palled 

xifixion.  by  the  place  reproached  him 

32  On  their  way  from  the  in  all  the  abufive  language 
pracorium  they  happened  to  they  could  invent,  making 
:meet one Citnon,  a  foreigner,,  him  the  objeft  of  all  their 
from  Cyrene — him  they  com-  banter  and  derifion — (baking 
Spelled  by  menaces  to  carry  their  heads  at  him, 

the  crofs.  40  and  crying— —This  is 

l  33  Wrhen  they,  were  arriv-  the  man,  who  could  demo- 
.cd  at  the  place  of  execution,  )i(h  the  temple  and  rear  it 
■called  in  tne  Jewifh  language  f  again  in  the  fpace  of  three 

1  Hj  days! 
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days !  — O  illuftrious  pro- 1  46  About  three,  Jefus  ut- 

phet!  fave  thyfelf!  Since 01 1  tered  with  a  loud  and  ftrong 
thou  arc  the  Meffiah,  loofen  I  voice  thefe  words — Eli,  Eli, 

the  naijls  by  thy*  miraculous  i|  Jama  fabachthani - which 

power,  and  defccnd  from  thy  I  tranflatecl  fignify,  O  my  God ! 
crofs  S  I  my  God !  why  haft  thou  tk- 

41  With  the  lime  fcornful  j  ferted  me" ! 

a  MS 

contumely  did  the  high  priefts, }  47  Some  perfons  that  flood 
theclergy,  and  the magift rates  1  by,  hearing  theft  expreffions, 
load  him,  contemptuouflv  fay- 1  and  led  into  a  miftake  from 
ing,  |  the  fimilarity  of  the  words, 

42  - Others  he  refcued  j  faid— He  implores  Elias  to 

from  death,  but  hath  not  pow-  j  come  and  affift  him. 

or  to  rcfcue  hiipfelf!  Since]  48  Then  one  of  them  in> 
jhe  afiumes  the  title  of  king  |  mediately  ran — took  a  fpunge 
of  Ifrael,  let  hirfi  now  drop  I  —filled  it  with  vinegar,  and 
from  his  crof? in  perfect  health,  I  fixing  it  at  the  end  of  a  cane 
and  we  Ihall  credit  his  pre-J  gave  it  him  to  drink, 
f-enfions.  ]  49  But  the  reft  reproved 

43— He  had  the  affiirance  j  him  for  this  kind  office,  fav- 
to  arrogate  to  himfelf  the  ap- 1  ing — Do  not  regard  him— let 
pellation  of  the  fpn  of  God —  I  us  fee  if  Elias  will  come  to 
let  that  Being  now,  fince  he  j  extricate  him  from  his  mifery. 
approves  his  conduct,  deliver  j  .50  Jefus  cried  again  with 
him  from  his  tortures !  I  an  exceflively  loud  and  vehe- 

44  The  thieyes  who  were  J  ment  voice  and  expired, 
crucified  along  with  him,  up-  j  51  A  moft  amazing  fcenc 

braided  him  alfo  in  the  lame  I  now  preftnted  irfdi'-* - The 

opprobrious  terms.  |  veil,  that  feparated  the  holy 

$ — 45  Now  from  twelve  I  of  liolies  from  the  lan&uary, 
o’clock  to  three  in  the  after-  J  was  torn  in  pieces  from  the 
noon,  the  whole  land  of  Ju-  J  top  to  the  bottom — There  was 
dea  was  inveloped  in  thick  j  alio  a  dreadful  earthquake,  by 
dark nef$ :  j  the  violence  of  whole  concui- 

*>  F/  in  this  and  the  a  2d  verfe  Signifies  fort:  as  it  does,  when  joined 
to  an  indicative  mood,  in  innumerable  other  placer. 

n  Our  Saviour  by  citing  the  beginning  of  the  221!  P  fa  !m  only,  intended 
to  refer  the  Jews  to  the  Pfalm  itfclf,  in  which  their  frefoi  conduct  a»ul 
bis  circujjiftaoces  are  minutely  deferibed  with  a  mod  amazing  exattnefc. 
.  The  Jews  method  of  quoting  feripture  was  by  reciting  only  a  few  words 
at  the  beginning  of  a  paragraph. 

fions 


Chap,  xxvii.  by  Matthew.  j-03 

fions  the  rocks  were  (battered  (elf,  and  laboured  to  con- 
and  burft  afunder.  vince  others  0  of  the  divine 

52  The  monuments  of  the  authority  of  Jefas, 

dead  were  all’o  opened,  and  58  went  to  Pilate,  and  re- 
tiie  bodies  of  many  good  men,  quelled  it  as  a  favour,  that 
who  had  been  lately  decealed,  he  would  grant  him  the  body 
were  reftored  to  life,  of  Jefus— The  governour  at 

53  and  quitting  their  fe-  his  earneft  folicitacion  ordered 

pulchres,  after  his  refurrec-  the  body  to  be  taken  down 
tion  went  into  the  holy  city  and  delivered  to  him. 
and  were  feen  by  confiderable  59  When  this  gentleman 
numbers  of  the  inhabitants,  had  received  the  corpfe,  he 

54  But  the  Roman  cap-  fwathed  it  in  the  fineft  linen, 
tain  and  the  guard  of  fold iers  60  and  interred  it  in  % 
which  he  commanded,  when  tomb,  which  he  had  lately 
they  felt  the  violence  of  the  hollowed  in  the  rock,  and  in 
fhocks,  and  faw  the  other  a-  which  he  deigned  that  his 
ftonifhing  prodigies  that  now  own  remains  Ihould  be  depo- 
occurred,  they  were  ftruck  fired— vind  after  having  block  - 
with  extreme  horrour,  and  cd  up  and  fecured  the  mouth 
all  declared  —  Undoubtedly  of  the  iepulchre  with  a  large 
this  perfbn  was  the  Ion  of  ftone,  he  departed. 

a  God  I  61  Mary  Magdalene,  and 

55  There  flood,  moreover,  the  other  Mary,  fitting  on  a 

at  ibme  confiderable  dif-  place  oppofite  the  fepulchrc, 
unce  from  the  crols  a  large  were  pleafed  fpe&ators  of 
company  of  women,  who  had  theie  funeral  oblequies. 
contributed  to  his  fupport,  §—62  The  next  day  being 
and  had  attended  him  in  his  the  Jewifh  fabbath,  the  high 
journey  from  Galilee.  priefts  and  the  Pharifees  went 

56  Among  thefe  were  in  a  body  to  Pilate : 

Mary  Magdalene,  Mary  the  63  Being  admitted,  they 
mother  of  James  and  Jofes,  fpoke  thus  — iWe  remember, 
and  the  mother  of  John  and  Sir,  that  this  notorious  im- 
the  other  J  ames.  poftor  publitkly  gave  out, 

57  In  the  evening  Jofeph  that  three  day  $  after  his  death 
of  Arimathea,  a  per  ion  of  he  would  rile  again. 

^reat  dignity  and  opulence,  .  64  We  defirc  you,  there- 
who  w'as  both  convinced  him-'  fore,  to  give  orders  that  the 

"  Literal!)'!  made  d|fdple$  to  Jef«u. 

H  4  fepulchrc 
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fepulchre  may  be  ftrongly 
guarded  and  fecured  for  three 
days — for  Ihould  his  difciples 
come  in  the  night  time  and 
fteal  his  body,  apd  publifh  to 
the  world  that  hje  is  a&ually 
rifen,  the  pcoplb  will  be  re¬ 
duced  into  a  delufion  that 
will  be  attended  with  more 
dangerous  and  pernicious 
confequences,  than  what  have 
already  happened. 

65  To  this  their  propofal 
Pilate  alien  ted  and  faid— Go 
then,  take  a  guard  with  you, 
and  make  the  fepulchre  as 
fecure  as  you  think  proper. 

66  Accordingly  they  went 
•fecured  the  mbuth  of  the 

— -fet  a  feal  upon 
the  large  fto  ne — ‘-blocked  up 
its  entrance  — -  and  placed  a 
ftrong  body  of  foldiers  to 
guard  it. 


fepulchre 


CHAP.  xxvm. 

1  » 

,  1 

1  T  N  the  evening  when  the 
Jewilh  fabbatn  was  clof- 
ed  and  the  firft  day  of  the 
week  juft  commenced,  Mary 
Magdalene  and  the  other  Ma¬ 
ry  went  to  view  the  tomb. 

2  But  here  a  furprifing 

feene  prelented  itlelf-  -—■-A 
dreadful  earthquake  fhook  the 
round - an  angel  then  de¬ 

fended  from  heaven— r-ad- 
vanccd  to  the  tomb — rolled 
away  <he  large  ftone  that  co- 
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be  ftronelv  I  vered  its  mouth,  and  fat  up¬ 
on  it. 

3  Red  fiery  beams  darted 
from  his  vifage,  like  gleams 
of  lightening,  and  his  robes 
lhone  with  a  fplendour,  in- 
expreftibly  bright  and  daz¬ 
zling, 

4  The  guards  were  fo 
ftruck  with  his  appearance, 
that  their  blood  was  inftantly 
chilled  with  horrour,  and  they 
funk  down  like  dead  men. 

5  The  angel  addrefled  him- 
felf  to  the  women  with  pla¬ 
cid  mildneft  and  benevolence, 

and  faid - 1  know  that  you 

are  come  hither  with  a  pious 
defign  to  pay  your  laft  kind 
offices  to  the  crucified  Jefus, 

6  But  he  is  no  longer  in- 
clofed  within  this  tomb — he 
is  rifen  from  the  ruins  of  the 
grave,  as  he  faid  he  Ihould 
do — come  fee  the  place  where 
your  mafter  was  once  depo- 
fited. 

7  And  do  you  exert  all  the 
{peed  you  are  able,  and  in¬ 
form  his  difciples  that  he  is 
rifen  from  the  dead,  and  that 
he  is  advancing  before  them 
into  Galilee,  where  he  will 
certainly  exhibit  himfelf  to 
their  view— remember,  it  is 
an  angel  commands  !- 

8  Having  received  this  or* 
der  they,  ran  from  the  fcpul- 
chre  with  fwift  and  impatient 
fteps  to  bring  this  happy  news 
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to  the  difciples,  while  fear  and 
joy  tumultuoufty  rtruggled  in 
their  bofoms. 

9  But  as  they  were  flying 
with  the  melTage  in  this  pre¬ 
cipitate  manner-  ■  behold ! 
Jcfus  met  and  greeted  them 
—  The  well  known  voice  and 
form  (truck  them  with  incx- 
prcfiible  traniporrs — they  run 
to  him- — r-proftrated  them- 
fclves,  and  embraced  his 
knees. 

10  Jefus  then  faid  to  them 
— Dii’pel  every  fear,  and  go, 
bid  my  difciples  harten  into 
Galilee,  where  I  will  meet 
them. 

$ — ii  After  the  women 

had  left  the  fepulchre,  fome 
of  the  guards,  came  into  the 
city,  and  gave  the  high  priefts 
a  circumstantial  account  of 
every  thing  that  had  happen¬ 
ed  at  the  tomb. 

12  Upon  this  information 
a  council  was  immediately 
convened— —in  which  they 
came  to  a  refutation  to  give 
a  con fider able  fum  of  money 
to  bribe  the  foldiers. 

r  3  And  they  ordered  them, 
whenever  they  were  confulted 
about  thefe  occurrences,  to 
report,  that  the  difciples  came 
ifl  a  clandeftine  manner  in  the 
night  time,  and  ftolc  the  bo¬ 
dy,  while  they  were  afleep. 

i  4  And  they  moreover  af- 
fured  the  foldiers,  that  if  their 
conduit  fhould  happen  to  be 


found  out  by  the  governour, 
they  would  take  care  to  ex¬ 
culpate  them,  and  appeafe 
his  refentment. 

1 5  The  foldiers,  being  thus 
largely  bribed,  afted  as  they 
were  inftrufted — and  this  ac¬ 
count,  which  the  (oldiers  were 
hired  to  publifh,  is  current 
and  credited  among  the  Jews 
to  this  day. 

1 6  The  difciples  went  di- 
reftly  to  Galilee  and  afeended 
a  particular  mountain,  which 
Jefus  had  named  as  the  place, 
where  he  would  exhibit  him- 
(clf  to  t  heir  .view. 

1 7  Buttho’they  had  doubt¬ 
ed  before,  as  foon  as  they  faw 
him,  they  were  convinced  of 
the  identity  of  his  perfon,  and 

roflrated  themfelves  before 
im. 

1 8  Jefus  then  addrefied 
them  in  the  following  words 

- 1  am  now  inverted  with 

univerfal  power  in  heaven  and 
on  earth,  as  a  reward  for  my 
obedience. 

1 9  Go  you,  therefore,  and 
make  converts  in  every  na¬ 
tion,  baptizing  them  into  the 
belief  and  profeflion  of  a  re¬ 
ligion,  which  is  planned  by 
the  Father,  publifhed  by  the 
Son,  and  confirmed  by  the 
Holy  Spirit : 

20  Enjoining  upon  them  a 

drift  and  conlcientious  obfer- 

vance  of  all  the  precepts  that 
I  have  taught  you  —  and  re¬ 
member. 
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member,  that  in  all  your  la-  I  dian  and  fupport  to  the  final 
hours  andminiftrationsl  (hail  I  consummation  of  all  things, 
ever  be  your  conftant  guar- ' 
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MARK, 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

I  T  intend  to  write  the  hif- 
1  tory  of  Jefus  the  Mef- 
fiafeT  the  fon  of  God : 

Whofe  appearance  on 

earth  was  ufhered  in  by  John 
the  Bap  tilt,  according  to  the 
pxprefs  prediction  orthe an-, 
t  it nt  prophets,  recorded  in  the 
two  following  p adages 
Behold  1  fend  an  herald 


an 

before  thee  to  proclaim  thy 
approach  and  prepare  men 
for  thy  reception/* 

3  “  Hark !  hpw  the  wil¬ 
dernefs  refounds  with  the  loud 
proclamation— Q  prepare  for 
the  fpeedy  advent  of  the 

Meffiah — flrow  the  path  with 
dowers,  in  which  his  fa  creel 
feet  (hall  tread !" 

4  According  to  thefe 
prophecies  John  appeared  as 


the  harbinger  of  the  Mefiiah, 
andpublickly  baptized  in  the 
wildernefs,  inculcating  upon 
all  who  came  to  him  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  fincere  repentance 
in  order  to  their  fecuring  the 
divine  forgivenefs. 

5  Struck  with  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  (b  illuftrious  a  pro¬ 
phet,  the  whole  country  of 
Judea,  and  the  inhabitants  of 
Jerufalem  flocked  into  the 
wildernefs— and  all  theft?  in¬ 
numerable  crowds  were  bap¬ 
tized  by  him  in  the  river  Jor¬ 
dan*  confefling  their  paft 
crimes  with  genuine  and  un¬ 
feigned  remorfe,  and  making 
the  molt  deliberate  relblutions 
to  reform  their  lives. 

(S  John  affeCied  great  mor¬ 
tification  and  aufterityof  man¬ 
ners  —  wearing  a  coarfo  gar¬ 
ment  made  of  camels  hair,  and 

a  girdle 
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a  girdle  of  leather — feeding  |  cied  himfclf  transported  into 

on  locufts,  and  the  honey  |  a  dreary  wildernefs  : 

that  he  met  with  in  the  woods.  J  1 3  And  in  this  horrid  and 

7  This  prophet  made  this  I  Solitary  defart,  he  thought  he 
mo ft  foletnn  and  public  pro- 1  lived  among  wild  heafts,  de¬ 
clamation  to  all  that  vaft  mul*  I  prived  of  food  for  forty  days 
tirude  that  reforted  to  him —  I  — during  all  which  ipace,  Sa- 
There  is  coming,  faid  he,  J  tan  pra&ifed  every  art  to  fe- 
and  will  Speedily  appear  a  di-  duce  him  from  his  duty  — 
vine  per  Ion  age  of  a  character  but  at  the  expiration  of  this 
and  dignity  infinitely  fuperi-  period,  he  thought,  the  an* 
our  to  what  I  am  invefted  gels  came  and  gave  him  re- 
with,  and  for  whom  i  ant  not  rrelhment. 

worthy  to  ftoop  to  perform  § — *14  After  John’s  im- 
the  meanefl  office.  prifonment,  Jei'us  travelled  in- 

8  I  have  baptized  you  on-  to  Galilee,  publifhing  thejoy- 
ly  with  water,  but  this  divine  ful  news  that  the  kingdom  of 
meilenger  will  baptize  and  the  Mefiiah  was  going  to  be 
endue  you  with  the  gifts  of  eredted, 

the  holy  fpirit.  1 5  and  making  public  pro- 

§ - 9  While  John  was  clamation,  wherever  he  went 

thus  employed  in  the  duties  j  that  the  time  fixed  by  the  pro¬ 
of  his  miniftry,  Jefus  himfelf  J  phets  was  elapfed  —  that  the 
came  among  others  from  Na- 1  grand  revolution  under  the 
yereth,  and  was  baptized  by  j  Mefliah  would  very  foon  take 
him  in  Jordan.  J  place — folemnlyadmonilhing 

j  o  But  the  moment  he  j  all  to  repent  and  amend  their 
came  out  of  the  water,  he  1  lives,  and  to  credit  the  joyful 
Saw  the  fky  open,  and  the  I  news  he  then  communicated, 
holy  fpirit  deicended  upon  j  §— 16  Walking  along 

him  with  the  rapidity  of  a  j  the  fhore  of  the  lake  of  Ga- 
tlove  :  j  lilee,  he  faw  two  brothers, 

1 1  And  at  the  fame  time,  I  Simon  and  Andrew,  whowere 
thefe  words  were  diftln&ly  J  filhermen,  and  happened  then 
articulated  from  the  clouds —  |  to  be  caftinga  net  into  the  lake. 
Thou  art  my  beloved  fon,  I  17  Jefus  called  to  them  and 
the  object  of  my  funded  af- 1  faid^  Follow  me,  and  I  will 
Sections !  I  inftrudt  you  to  catch  a  nobler 

§ — 12  Soon  after  this,  Je-  j  prey-*— to  draw  men  from  the 
fus  in  a  prophetic  dream  fan*  waves  of  fin  and  mifery. 

I  1 8  Imme- 
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1 8  Immediately  upon  this  j  reth— what  concern  haft  thou 
authoritative  invitation  they  [  with  us-— I  know  very  well 
deferted  all  they  had,  and  I  who  thou  art — thou  art  a  di- 
joined  themlelves  to  him.  1  vine  prophet. 

19  Advancing  a  little  far-  1  25  Jelus  then  author! fa¬ 

ther  on  the  beach  he  faw,  in  j  tively  commanded  the  raging 
a  filhing  veffel,  two  other  bro-  J  difeafe  to  quit  him  immedi- 
thers,  "James  and  John,  the  j  ately. 

fons  of  Zebedee,  diligently  26  Upon  which,  tho’  the 
employed  in  repairing  their  j  man  was  now  in  the  midft  of 
nets.  J  terrible  convul  Rons,  and  was 

20  Thefe  he  alio  called,  j  roaring  in  a  wild  and  fright- 
and  invited  to  follow  him—  J  ful  manner,  he  was  inftanta- 
Upon  which  they  likewife  did  j  neoufly  reftored  to  his  reafon 
not  hefitate  a  moment,  but  j  and  underftanding. 

left  their  father  and  the  fer- 1  27  At  the  light  of  this  ftu- 

vants,  and  became  his  com-  j  pendous  miracle  they  were  all 
panions.  J  ftruck  with  the  laft  altonifh- 

« — 21  With  thefe  atten-  Iment,  and  faid  one  to  ano- 

4ft  _  S  . 

dants  he  entered  the  city  Ca- 1  ther — What  amazing  power 
pernaum  on  the  fabbath  day,  is  here  exerted !  What  divine 
and  going  directly  into  a  inftruilions  hath  he  juft  deli- 
place  of  public  worfhip,  in-  vered!  By  what  irrefiftible  en- 
ftrufted  the  people  who  were  ergy  hath  he  removed  the 
there  aflembled.  J  molt  obftinate  and  inveterate 

22  And  the  whole  audi-  |  difeafes ! 

ence  were  aftonilhed  at  the  I  28  His  fame  was  accord- 
fublimity  of  his  doctrines —  1  ingly  foon  celebrated  in  all 
for  he  taught  them,  not  in  j  the  country  around  Galilee, 
the  trilling,  carelefs,  jejune  j  §7-29  When  the  public 
manner  of  the  Jewilh  clergy,  lervice  was  over  >  he  went  di- 
but  like  one  who  was  invelt- 1  redtly  into  the  houfe  where 
ed  with  a  divine  commiflion  Simon  and  Andrew  lived,  al¬ 
and  authority.  I  tended  with  James  and  John: 

23  There  was  in  that  aflem- j  30  Upon  his  entrance  he 

bly  a  perfon,  who  was  at  times  J  was  told,  that  Simon’s  mo- 
affl  tiled  with  madnels,  and  a  j  ther  in  law  was  confined  to 
fit  of  diftrailion  happening  j  her  bed  by  a  violent  fever : 
then  to  feize  him,  j  31  Upon  this  information 

24 .  he  cried  out — Let  us  j  he  went  into  her  room — took 
alone,  thou  Jefus  of  Naza-  I  her  by  the  hand — railed  her  up 

—and 
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- - and  immediately  every  |  them  aUo  the  joyful  news  of 

fymptom  vanifhed — ihe  gpt  I  the  Mefliah’s  kingdom — for 
up  in  perfect  health,  and  j  I  was  fent  to  diffufe  inftruc- 
provided  entertainment  for  I  tion  and  happinefs  to  all. 
them.  I  39  Accordingly  through- 

3  a  In  the  evening  when  the  I  out  the  whole  region  of  Ga- 
fun  was  down,  they  brought  I  lilee  he  taught  in  all  their  rdi- 
to  him  great  numbers  of  un- 1  gious  aflemblies,  and  healed 
happy  objefts,  diftrefled  with  I  the  moft  inveterate  difeafes. 

a  variety  of  dreadful  difor- 1  § - 40  Amon  o  others,  a 

ders :  |  perfon  infected  with  leproly, 

3  3  So  vaft  was  the  multi*  I  approached  him  with  reve- 
tude,  that  the  whole  city  I  rence,  and  proftrated  himfelf 
teemed  to  be  collected  around  I  at  his  feet,  imploring  him  to 
the  houte.  |  commiferatc  hjs  unhappy  con* 

34  AU  this  variety  of  dif-  I  dition  : 
eaics  he  cured  inftantaneoufly  J  41  Such  a  dreadful  {pec- 
— reftored  to  the  ufe  of  their  |  tacle  affeited  Jefus  with  the 
intelleds  many  perfous  la-  I  tendereft  fympathy — extend- 
bouring  under  madnefs,  and  [  ing  his  hand,'  therefore,  he 
id  ft  ere d  not  the  diftra&ed  to  jfaia,  as  he  touched  him  — I 
publilh  his  character  by  any  j  am  willing  to  relieve  thee-^ 
wild  and  noify  exclamations.  J  be  thy  cure  this  moment 
f — 35  The  n^xt  day  he  j  com  pleated:  . 
role  a  confiderable  time  be- 1  42  He  had  no  fooner  pro- 

fore  the  morning  dawned,  Inounccd  the  words,  but  the 
and  privately  withdrew  into  a  jleprofy  vanifl^ed  and  his  flelh 
lolitary  retreat,  to  offer  up  I  appeared  in  a  found  andper- 
his  devotions  to  God.  .  |  feet  ftate : 

36  As  foon  as  his  abfencc  j  43  He  then,  having  pe- 

was  difeovered,  Simon  and  I  remptorily  charged  him  not 
his  other  attendants  went  in  j  to  divulge  it,  immediately 
tearchofhim.  I  difmiffed  him, 

37  When  they  found  him,  j  44  and  faiq— acquaint  no 

they  defired  he  would  return  jpeifon,  on  any  account,  with 
— —  and  told  him  that  there  J  thy  miraculous  cure — but  go 
were  prodigious  crowds  ex-  |  directly  and  prefent  thyfelf  to 
pc&ing  him.  I  the  prieft,  in  order  tnat  he 

38  He  replied — The  other  (may  examine  and  pronounce 
neighbouring  towns  claim  my  j  thee  healthy— and  offer  thole 
regards — 1  muft  impart  to  I  facrifices  to  God,  which  the 

4  1  law 
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Uw  prefcribes  upon  this  oc~ 

cafion: 

45  But  the  man  was  fo 
transported  with  gratitude, 
that  as  foon  as  he  was  gone 
from  his  prefente,  he  began 
to  publifh  every  where  the 
miraculous  curej  that  he  had 
juft  been  blefled  Wit that 
the  admiration  df  the  public 
was  fo  univerfally  excited  that 
he  could  not  appear  in  any  of 
the  cities  in  that!  region*  but 
withdrew  into  folitary  and' 
unfrequented  places*  where 
great  numbers  reforted  to  him 
from  all  parts. 

CHAP,  tt 

9 

t  COME  time  after,  jefus 

O  came  agairi  to  Caper¬ 
naum — but  it  was  no  looner 
reported  that  he  was  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  family, 

2  than  immediately  a  vaft 
concourfe  of  people  gathered 
about  the  houfe,  fo  that  the 
court  before  the  door  was 
quite  full  of  people — to  thefe 
he  delivered  an  inftru&ive 
diicourfe. 

3  While  he  was  preaching 
to  this  crowded  audience,  a 
number  of  men  defigned  to 
bring  to  him  an  helplefs  pa¬ 
ralytic,  fupported  by  four 
perlbns : 

4  But  when  they  found 
they  could  not  come  near  him 
on  account  of  the  prodigious 


crowds,  they  afcended  the 
ftairs  on  the  outfide  of  the 
houfe — took  off  fome  of  the 
tiles,  in  order  to  force  open 
the  trap  door  that  was  in  the 
roof— —and  thro1*  this  door 
they  let  down  with  cords  the 
{couch,  on  which  the  mifer- 
able  paralytic  lay : 

5  Jefus,  when  he  faw  the 
unhappy  creature  delcend  in 
this  manner,  confcious  of  the 
faith  which  they  repofed  in 
his  miraculous  power,  faid  to 
him— Son,  all  the  fins,  which 
you  have  hitherto  committed, 
are  from  this  moment  ex* 
punged; 

6  When  fome  of  the  Pha- 
rifees,  who  fat  in  the  room 
where  he  was,  heard  thefe 
exprefiions,  their  hearts  fe- 
cretly  fuggefted  the  following 
fentiments  - 

7  What  horrid  blafphemy 
haul  this  perfon  juft  uttered! 
— What  impious  profanenefs 
for  him  to  arrogate  a  power, 
which  belongs  folely  to  God ! 

none  but  He  can  forgive 
fin. 

8  Jefus  who  perfectly  knew 
the  human  mind,  and  every 
fendment  that  palled  there, 
turned  to  them  and  faid  — 
Why  do  you  permit,  your 

hearts  to  indulge  and  dictate 
fuch  invidious  thoughts  ? 

9  For  which  is  eafieft,  l 
appeal  to  you,  to  forgive  his 
fins*  or  by  a  word  to  make 

this 
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this  mifcrabte  wretch,  whom  pafifed  by  the  collt<ftor*s  ofc 
you  fee  enervated  and  fhak-  fice,  where  he  few  Matthew 
ing  with  the  palfy,  to  rife,  to  the  fon  of  Alpheus  fitting1, 
take  up  his  couch  on  his  fhoul-  whom  he  invited  to  fbitow 
ders,  and  walk  home.  him— upon  which  he  itnme* 

io  I  will  give  you  an  evi-  diately  left  his  employment, 
dent  demonstration  that  the  andjioined:  the  reft  of  hb  at* 


ion  of  man  is  endowed  with 
power  on  earth  to  forgive  fin 
1 — Having  feid  this  he  turned 
to  the  paralytic, 

jj  and  feid  to  him— Rife 
—  take  up  thy  couch  —  and 
walk  home : 

12  That  moment  he  found 

bimfclf  nerved  with  llrength 
— he  inftantly  rofe  up— threw 
his  couch  upon  his  fhoulders 
— and  carried  it  through  the 
crowd — lb  that  all  who  were 
fpeftators  of  this  fa&  were 
icruck  with  the  laft  aftoni fit¬ 
ment,  and  with  devout  gra* 
titude  adored  God,  unaniL 
moufly  declaring — That  no 
age,  or  nation,  ever  few  fuch 
miraculous  power  difplayed ! 

§—13  After  this  he  a- 
gain  left  the  town,  and  went 
along  the  fhore  of  the  lake, 
whither  the  multitude  follow¬ 
ed  him,  to  whom  he  deliver¬ 
ed  important  and  ufeful  in- 
ftruftion. 

14  Advancing  farther,  he 


tencrantet 

1 5  This  perfon  invited  je- 
fus  and  hi*  difciples  to  an  en¬ 
tertainment,  which  he  had 
provided  at  his  houfe— “-at 
which  there  were  many  col¬ 
lectors  and  other  peifons  of 
imriorai  charafters,  who  fat 
dowjn  with  Jefus  and  feb  fe- 
le€t  companions. 

16  When  the  Scribes  and 
Pharifees  few  him  eating  with 
perfons  of  fuch  profligate 
lives,  they  feid  to  his  difciples 
—What  induces  your  mafter 

to  afibciate  with  men  guilty 
of  ftich  notorious  andfcandaw 
loQj  immoralities p. 

1(7  Jefus  overhearing  th£ir 
difeburfe,  replied  —  As  the 
healthy  have  no  occafion  for 
the  jphyfician,  but  medicine 
is  only  of  ufc  to  the  indifpof- 
ed— lb  my  defign  in  coming 
into*  the  world  was  not  to  in¬ 
vite  the  virtuous— thefe  are 
fuch  already  as  I  am  defirous 
they  Jhould  be  — but  to  en* 


v  Thefe  colic  ft ors  of  tribute  were  univerially  detefted  in  all  the  Roman 
provinces  on  account  of  their  intolerable  oppreflion  and  unfeeling  cruelty* 
“  Mithridates  made  an  incuriion  Into  Af  a,  which  then  fuffered  intole¬ 
rable  ir.iferies  from  the  ufurers  and  publicans,  who  leized  and  devoured 
every  perfon’s  property  like  lb  many  inlatlable  harpies.”  Plutarch  Lu- 
C’jll.  906.  See  alfo  a  fliocking  account  of  their  iniquities,  p.  921. 
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gage  profligate  tinners  to  re¬ 
pentance  and  amendment  of 

life.  ; 

§ - 1 8  About  this  time 

the  difciples  of  John  and  of 
the  Pharifees  came  to  Jefus 
in  a  body  and  laid— Why  do 
John  and  the  Pharifees  enure 
their  difciples  to  fuch  fevere 
mortification  and  rigid  auste¬ 
rities — while  you  permit  your 
difciples  to  indulge  thcmfelves 
in  io  free  and  unreftrained  a 
manner  ? 

19  Jefus  replied — Can  the 

friends  and  companions  of  the 
bridegroom  fait,  and  mace¬ 
rate  tneir  bodies,  during  the 
days  of  nuptial  feftivity  and 
joy — while  the  bridegroom 
is  with  them,  it  would  be 
highly  improper  and  prepof- 
terous  to  pra&ife  the  rigours 
of  abftinence,  and  to  indulge 
the  gloom  of  melancholy 

20  The  time,  however,  will 
loon  come,  when  the  bride¬ 
groom  lhall  be  violently  torn 
from  them—— ^then  lhall  the 
days  of  their  mourning  and 
melancholy  commence. 

2 1  But  for  me  to  enjoin  a 
number  of  fevere  and  painful 
obfcrvances  upon  my  difci¬ 
ples,  who  have  been  educa¬ 
ted  in  the  manner  they  have 
been,  and  but  lately  embrac¬ 
ed  my  caufe,  would  induce 


them  immediately  to  abandon 
and  defert  me,  and  would  be 
a  conduit  as  imprudent  and 
abfurd  as  for  a  man  to  join  a 
large  piece  of  ftrong  new 
cloath  to  an  old  and  oblolctr 
garment  which  would  only 
contribute  to  make  it  tear  the 
worfe : 

22  Or,  for  me  to  impofe  a 
courfe  of  rigid  aufterities  up¬ 
on  my,  difciples,  would  be  as 
incongruous  and  fatal,  as  for 
a  man  to  put  new  wine  into 
old  (kins  %  by  the  fermen¬ 
tation  of  which  the  ikins 
would  be  burft  and  the  liquor 
fpilt— and  as  men,  that  they 
may  incur  no  detriment,  pru¬ 
dently  put  new  wine  into  new 
Ikins  :  lo  the  fame  difereet 
treatment  is  requifite  to  pre- 
ferve  my  difciples  inviolably 
Heady  and  attached  to  me. 

§r— 23  It  happened  about 
this  time,that  as  Jefus  waswalk- 
ing  through  fome  corn  fields, 
his  difciples  plucked  fome  of 
the  ears  as  they  palled  along. 

24  The  Pharifees,  who  were 
prcfenc,  conceived  violent  in¬ 
dignation  at  their  conduit, 
and  laid  to  J elus: — Do  you  not 
obferve  the  behaviourof  your 
difciples— Why  do  you  fuffer 
them  thus  to  violate  the  fa- 
cred  duties  of  the  iabbath  ? 

25  To  theie  rcmonftrances 
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Jefus  anfwercd  — •  Have  you 
forgot  whae  David  did  on  a 
iimilar  occafion,  when  he  and 
his  attendants  felt  the  keen 
fenfations  of  hunger  ? 

26  Do  you  not  remem¬ 
ber,  that  in  Abiathar  the 
prieft’s  rime  he  went  into  the 
houfe  of  God,  and  refrefhed 
himfeif  and  his  men  with  the 
facred  bread,  which  it  is  high¬ 
ly  impious  for  any,  but  priefts, 
to  tafte. 

27  The  fabbath,  he  told 
them,  was  defigned  to  fub- 
ferve  the  interefts  and  happi- 
neft  of  man — and  not  man  in 
cafes  of  urgent  necefiity  to  be 
miferable  rather  than  violate 
it. 

r 

28  He  added  moreover— 
that  the  fon  of  man  was  em¬ 
powered  to  fuperfede  that  fe- 
yerity  and  rigour  in  the  obfer- 
vation  of  the  fabbath,  which 
thcirfuperftition  had  impofed. 

4 

\ 

CHAP.  III. 

1  npHERE  was  in  that 
-h  religious  aflembly, 
into  which  he  entered,  a  man 
who  had  a  withered  hand. 

2  This  incident  foon  ex¬ 
cited  all  the  attention  of  the 

Phari fees  as  it  was  the  fab- 

bath  day  —  flattering  them¬ 
selves  that  if  he  (hould  cure 
this  perfon,  it  would  afibrd 
ihcin  ample  foundation  for 

Vol.  1. 


their  calumnies  and  alperfl- 
ons. 

3  When  Jefus  faw  this  un¬ 
happy  fpedtacle,  he  bad  him 
ftand  up  in  the  rriidft  of  the 
congregation. 

4  He  turned  then  to  the 
.  Phartyees  and  faid— -Whether 

is  it  lawful  on  the  iabbath  day 
to  perform  actions  of  bene¬ 
volence,  or  of  malevolence— 
to  fave  or  to  deftroy  life  ? — 
They  kept  a  fallen  filence, 

5  Jefus  looking  round  a - 
bout,  and  filled  with  indig¬ 
nation  and  grief  at  the  deter¬ 
mined  malice  and  incorrigible 
obftin^cy  that  lurked  in  their 
hearts^  laid  to  the  man — Ex¬ 
tend  thy  hand — he  extended 
it — and  it  was  inftantly  reftor- 
ed  to  as  perfeft  a  ftate  as  the 
other. 

6  Tjhe  Pharifees  then  quit¬ 
ted  the  place — and  immedi¬ 
ately  formed  a  confederacy 
with  the  Herodians  to  murder 
him. 

7  Jefus,  knowing  their 
fanguinary  intentions,  pri¬ 
vately  withdrew  with  his  dif- 
ciplcs  to  the  lake — whither 
there  rtforted prodigious  mul¬ 
titudes  of  people  from  all 
parts  of  Judea,  particularly 
from  Galilee, 

8  from  Jerufalem,  from 
Idumea,  and  from  the  coun- 
tries  that  lay  beyond  J ordan. 
Vaft  crowds  came  even  as  far 

1  as 
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as  from  the  furrounds  of  Tyre  I  his  inieparable  companions, 
and  Si  don,  attra&ed  by  the  land  the  conftant  witndQes  of 
fame  of  his  miraclesf  which  I  his  a&jons,  and  to  publifli  the 
Had  penetrated  into  thofe  re-  j  joyful  news  of  the  fpeedy  e- 
mote  parts.  I  region  of  the  Meffiah's  king. 

9  Jefus  was  fo  incommod- 1  dom. 
cd  by  the  tumultuous  conflu- 1  15  To  thefe  he  defigned 

ence  of  this  innumerable  mul- 1  to  impart  miraculous  powers, 
titude,  that  he  was  obliged  I  and  co  enable  to  cure  the  molt 
to  order  his  difciples  to  gpt  a  I  stubborn  and  inveterate  dif- 
boat  ready.  cafes. 

jo  For  thofe  who  laboured  1 6  Their  names  were  Si* 
under  any  maladies  were  fo  mon,  whom  he  afterwards 
impatient  to  have  them  re-  called  Peter : 
moved,  and  prelied  with  fuch  17  James  and  John  the 
violence  to  touch  him,  that  fans  of  Zebedee,  whom  he 
he  was  in  danger  of  being  o- 1  diftinguifhed  by  the  name  of 
yprwhelmed  and  beat  dpwn  j  Boanerges,  which  figmfies, 
by  their  impetuofity.  j  the  Tons  otf  thunder-: 

J  J  Of  thefe  he  cured  vaft  I  18  Andrew,  Philip,  Bar- 
numbers — But  thole  who  were  I  tholomew,  Matthew, Thomas, 
^ffli&ed  with  madneis  no  ibon-  land  another  James,  the  ion  of 
er  law  him,  but  they  cried  j  Alpheus,  Thaddeus,  Simon 
out  in  wild  diftradtion— Thou  I  the  Zealot, 
art  the  fon  of  God !  j  19  and  Judas  Ifcariot,  who 

1  i  But  thefe  public  pro-  j  afterwards  in  io  perfidious  a 
feflions  Jefus  induftrioufiy  I  manner  betrayed  him— Thefe 
fupprefiedand  filenced,  know- 1  twelve  foon  after  accompa- 
ing  the  pernicious  cdnfe- 1  nied  him  to  a  certain  family, 
qucnces  that  would  immedi-  [  ap  But  they  were  no  iooncr 
aiely  arife  from  his  approving  I  entered,  than  they  were  fur* 
and  a  {Turning  fuch  a  title.  I  rounded  with  fuch  a  tumui- 
§ — 1 3  About  this  timte  he  |  tuous  concourfe  of  people,  as 
aicended  an  hill,  and  (elected  I  rendered  it  impoflible  for  them 
froin  among  the  crowd  twelve  I  to  get  any  reirefhment. 
perions,  whofe  difpofitions  j  2 1  His  friends  who  were 
he  was  perfectly  acquainted  I  in  the  houfe  hearing  the  con- 
with  —  who,  according  as  I  fufed  clamour,  and  feeing  the 
they  were  nominated,  went  I  tumult  and  vehemence  that 
up  to  him.  ’  j  was  ufed  on  this  occafion  to 

14  Thefe  he  ohofe  tt}  be  |  gain  acccfs  co  him,  could  no; 

•*  forbear 
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forbear  declaring  that  they  |  pole  that  Satan  would  kindle 
rhoughc  the  mob  was  feized  j  an  infurrc&ion  in  his  own  em* 
with  diftra&ion  and  madnefs,  I  pire,  and  voluntarily  contri- 
and  went  out  to  retrain s  and  |  cute  to  its  ruin  and  dillblo* 
pacify  them.  I  tion. 

§  —  22  The  Scribes  and]  27  You  ought  rather  to  con*» 
Pharifees,  wlu>  were  come  ]  elude,  that  F  am  poflefied  of 
down  from  Jerulalem,  being  I  power  greatly  fuperiour  to  that 
wirneffes  of  the  miraculous  j  of  tjiis  infernal  prince— fincc 
cures  which  he  wrought  at  I  no  one  would  dare  forcibly  to 
this  time,  laid— No  wonder  I  enter  the  houiie  of  a  ftroog 
that  he  performs  fuch  feats,  I  man  and  plunder  it,  unlefs 
for  he  is  a  confederate  ,  with  i  he  knew  himfdf  to  be  endu- 
Beelzebub,  the  fupreme  lb- 1  cd  with  ftrength  that  would 
vereign  of  the  demons.  I  enable  him  to  bind  and  con- 

23  Jefus  immediately  ad- 1  fine  him,  while  he  pillaged 
drefled  himfelf  to  them  and  I  it.  1 

expofed  the  abfurdity  of  their  I  z8  I  lolemnly  a  Sure  you, 

realigning,  in  the  following  I  the  moll  atrocious  crimes  that 
manner  —  Is  it  realonable  to  I  men  lhall  perpetrate,  and  the 
think  that  Satan  would  com- 1  moft  opprobrious  calumnies 
bine  with  any  perfon  to  leflen  I  that  they  lhall  utter,  lhall  be 
his  own  power,  and  deftroy  I  forgiven  them  upon  iincere 
his  own  interefts  ?  I  and  (unfeigned  repentance : 

24  If  any  kingdom  is  torn  j  2£  But  he  who  lhall  wil- 

fcy  intclline  fa&ions  and  di-  j  fully  infult  and  latyrize  the 
vjfions,  it  cannot  be  of  any  I  miraculous  operations  ofGod* 
long  duration.  I  by  aferibing  them  to  the  a- 

25  Or  if  internal  difeord  I  gency  of  demons,  refills  the 

and  animofities  are  fomented  I  greateft  evidence  that  the  wif- 
in  any  family,  it  is  impofiible  I  aom  of  God  hath  thought 
For  that  family  to  continue  I  propjer  to  exhibit  before  men, 
for  any  confiderable  time  inland  is  confequently  preclud- 
a  flourilhing  condition.  1  cdfrom  the  divine  forgivenefs, 

26  By  a  parity  of  reafon  I  and  will  finally  incur  everlaft- 
tnerefore  it  follows,  that  to  I  ing  deftruftion, 

fuppole  me  to  be  in  a  confe- 1  30  This  he  laid,  becaule 

deracy  with  Satan,  is  to  fup- 1  they  imputed  his.  miraclea 

*  Cimon  retrained  and  reduced  the  licfcnrioufne{<i  'of  the  populace, 
iKfcuti  nnt  7ov  JSj.uof.  Plhtarch  Cimon.  p.  Spt.  Stepii. 
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to  a  confederacy  with  Beelze¬ 
bub. 

§— 31  About  this  time 
his  mother  and  his  brothers 
came  to  the  place  where  he 
.was,  but  being  prevented  by 
the  furrounding  multitude 
from  approaching  him,  delfir- 
ed  that  they  would  inform 
him  of  their  arrival. 

•  32  Some  of  the  people,  there¬ 
fore,  acquainted  him  chat  his 
Another  and  his  brothers  were 
Handing  on  the  outfide  of 
the  crowd  and  wanted  to  fpeak 
to  him. 

33  When  he  heard  this, 
he  replied— -Who  is  my  mo¬ 
ther  ?  Who  are  my  brothers  ? 

34  Then  looking  upon  the 

circle  of  his  difciples,  who 
were  fitting  around  him,  with 
pathetic  tendernefs,  he  faid 
:  -  —See  here  is  my  mother ! 
See  here  are  my  brothers! 

35  For  whofoever  fincerely 
and  conftantly  obeys  the  will 
of  God,  is  united  to  me  in 
the  ftrongeft  bonds  of  the 
moft  endearing  aftc&ion. 

CHAP.  IV. 

1  T  T  E  removed  again,  to 

the  fide  of  the  lake, 
where  fuch  an  immenfe  mul¬ 
titude  of  people  collc&ed 
round  him,  that  he  found  it 
necefiary  to  go  aboard  a  yef- 
fcl,  and  from  the  deck  to  de¬ 
liver  hisdifeourfes  to  the  crowd 

■  “  t 
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as  they  flood  on  the  riling 
beach. 

2  Judging  it  proper  to 
convey  his  public  inft ructi¬ 
ons  in  the  vehicle  of  fiftion, 
he  now  addrefled  to  them  the 
following  fable. 

3 '  Ak  hufbandman  went 

to  low  his  grounds  : 

.4  And  lcattering  the  feed 
pfomifeuoufly  in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  fome  chanced  to  light 
upon  the  hard  beaten  path, 
which  the  feathered  tribes 
collecting  in  great  flocks,  and 
impelled  by  hunger,  inftant- 
ly  picked  up : 

5  Some  fell  upon  rocks 
that  were  juft  covered  with  a 
thin  flight  furface  of  foil  — 
which  immediately  (hot  up, 
as  there  was  no  depth  of 
mould,  into  which  it  might 

be  admitted : 

6  But  no  fooncr  was  the 
fun  rifen  and  begun  to  aflail 
it  with  its  Icorching  beams, 
but  being  deftitute  of  roots, 
it  dwindled  and  died : 

7  Some  fell  among  weed* 
—  which  fhooting  their  rank 
luxuriant  tops  over  it,  choak- 
ed  and  killed  it : 

‘  8  Others  fell  upon  good 

foil  — 1  in  whofe  genial  boibin 
being  foftered  and  nourifhed, 
it  bleffed  the  hufbandman 
with  a  rich  and  copious  har- 

veft. 

9  He  concluded  this  apo¬ 
logue  with  laying — Let  every 

onfc 
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one,  who  is  endowed  with  the 

*  ^ 

powers  of  reafon  and  under-* 
landing,  employ  them  in  the 
diligent  ftudy  of  truth  and 
virtue. 

i  *  • 

§ — io  When  he  had  re¬ 
cited  this  fable,  his  difciples, 
who  flood  round  him,  de¬ 
fire  d  him  in  private  to  favour 
them  with  the  explication  of 
it. 

1 1  He  replied— Your  vir¬ 
tuous  and  docile  difpolmons 
entitle  you  to  an  unrderved 
acquaintance  with  the  pecu- 1 
liar  truths  and  difcoverics  of 
the  gofpel  difpenfation— but 
with  regard  to  the  mixed  mul¬ 
titude,  who  are  ftanding  on 
the  fhore,  their  prejudices 
make  it  ncceflary  for  me  to 
throw  over  naked  truth  the 
veil  of  E&ion. 

12  For  the  moral  difpoE-* 
lions  of  the  prefent  age  are 
exactly  thole  deferibed  by 
Efaiah  in  the  following  paf- 
•fage — “  They  fee  the  moft. 

fignal  proofs  of  divine  power,' 
yet  are  not  convinced — they 
hear  reports  of  the  moft  illui-: 

trious  miracles,  but  give  them 
no  credit — and  fuflfet  not  the 
moft  ftriking  evidence  to  af • 

.  fed  them  in  iuch  a  manner 
as  to  make  them  reform  their 
vices  and  qualify  them  for 
the  divine  forgivenefs.” 

12  He  then  faid  to  them 
If  you  are .  not  able  to  find 
out  the  meaning  of  this  cafy 


and  perfpicuous  Amilitudq* 
how  much  lefs  will  you  be 
ableto  underftand  others  more 

*  4  r  , 

obfeure  and  intricate  ? 

1 4  He  then  gave  them  the 
following  explanation— By 
the  tower  is  denoted  the  fon  of 
manr— by  the  feed  his  doc? 
rjne  j: 

M  >  By  the  hard  beaten 
path  arc  repreiented  thole,  on 
whom  the  'truths  and  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel  are. .  able 
to*  make  no  lafting  x  imprefli- 
ons,  and  who  yield  up  their 
rinciples  an  eafy  prey  to  the 
■ft  ladyerfary,  who  attacks 
thenj: 

io  By  the  r^cks  ilightly 
covered  with  foil  are  intended 
thofb,  who  are  immediately 
ftruck  with  the  evidence-  of 
chriftianity  as  foon  as  propos¬ 
ed  to  them,  and  embrace  it 
with  eager  tranfport- 

i  > — -but  having  no  native 
goodnefs  of  heart,  into  which 
its  principles  may  Itrike  root, 
their-  coavi&ions  prove  tem¬ 
porary  and  traniient — for  no 
fooner  -does  any  periecution 
affaili  them  for  their  religion, 
but  they .  immediately  re¬ 
nounce  it  with  contempt : 

1 8  The  feed  that  fell  a- 
mong  weeds  indicates  thofe, 
who  eipoufe  the  do&rifte  of 
the  gofpel, 

19  but  wprldly  anxiety, 
the  ipfatiable  luft  of  gold,  and 
a  rading  habitual  palTion  for 

I  a  fenfual 
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fenfual  gratifications,  by  their  i  23  And  be  careful  to  at- 
baleful  influence  choak  the  tend  with  diligence  to  the 
principles  of  virtue,  intercept  do&rines  I  deliver  to  you. 
all  nourifhment  from  it,  and  24  For  let  me  afiure  you, 
kill  it  before  it  hath  attained  to  I  that  your  own  flock  of  know- 
its  maturity :  -  j  ledge  and  happinds  fhail  be 

20  The  good  and  gener- 1  augmented  in  proportion  to 
bus  foil  correfponds  to  the  I  your  generous  defire  and  pro- 
genuine  probity  and  native  J  penfity  to  communicate  in- 

nonefty  of  thofe  who  impar-J  ftruftion  toothers, 
tiaily  examine  tjie  evidences!  25  For  he,  whohathbyaf- 
of  the  gofpel,  have  their  minds  fiduous  culture  already  gain- 
open  toconvi&ion,  fuffer  its  ed  any  meafures  of  knowledge, 
truths  to  influence  their  c<3n-  fhail  receive  a  greater  and  no- 
dudt,  and  bring  forth  *  the  |  bier  accefiion  to  his  prefent 
fruits  of  righteoufnefs  accord-  J  fund— but  he  who  fuffers  his 
ing  to  their  refpe&ive  abilities  I  mind  to  ruft  in  floth  and  in- 
and  different  opportunities.  1  dolence,  will  in  time  forfeit 

2 1  He  moreover  faid  to  j  thofe  very  improvements  that 
them— ——The  knowledge,  j  he  may  have  already  made, 
which  1  impart  to  you  inpri- j  $—26  He  afterwards  de- 
vaoe,  you  are  freely  to  com-  j  livered  the  following  parable 
municate  to  others — for  men  J  to  the  aflembled  multitude 
do  not  fight  a  lamp  with  a  j  —  The  gofpel  difpenfation 
defign  to'fliut  it  up  in  a  vef-  J  may  be  compared  to  an  huf¬ 
fy,  Dut  to  fet  it  in  fbme  con- j  bandman,  who  lows  his 
fpicuous  place  to  fhed  its  ufe- 1  ground, 

ful  beams  around.  j  27  The  feed  committed  to 

22  Let  the  facred  truths,!  the  foil,  after  a  few  fuccef- 

therefore,  in  which  I  inftriift  I  fions  of  day  and  night,  im- 
you  in  private,  be  publiekly  I  perceptibly  vegetates— -peeps 
divulged  to  the  world,  ana  I  above  the  furface  fprings 
let  mankind  profit  from  thofe  J  higher  and  higher r. 
ufrful  lefions,  which  have  I  28  For  the  earth’s  genial 
been  di&ated  to  you  in  fe- 1  bofbm  fpontaneoufly  pro- 
crefy  and  folitude.  I  duces,  frjt  the  verdant  blade 

•  pCT 

r  Seminu  tnodo  fyargenda  funt,  quod  qoamvi*  fit  txiguum,  cum  oc¬ 
cupant  idoneym  locum,  vim  explicat  ct  ex  minimo  in  maximoj 
naans  diffunditur.  Seneca:  opera,  Epift.  3S,  p.  295.  Ed.  Amft, 


then 


Chap,  iv,  ^  Mask.  i  19 

— then  the  ear —afterwards  § — 35  Iir  the  evening  he 
the  fwelling  grain,  gradually  ordered  his  difciples  to  row 
illling  the  ear.  to  the  other  fide  of  the  lake. 

29  When  the  harveft  ap-  36  Havingdifmified,  there- 
proaches,  and  it  is  arrived  at  fore,  the  multitude,  they  fer¬ 
ns  maturity,  it  is  reaped  and  ried  him  in  the  boat,  out  of 
collected  into  the  barn.  which  lie  had  lately  been  de- 

§ — 30  Bv  what  flmilitude,  livering  his  difeourfes,  in 
laid  he  again,  (hall  I  rep  re-  company  with  fome  other 
fent  the  gofpcl  difpenfatiOn  ?  boats. 

31  It  may  be  fitly  compar-  37  But  in  their  pafiage  it 

ed  to  a  fingle  grain  of  muf-  fuddenly  blew  a  dreadful 
tard  feed,  which  is  one  of  the  ftorm,  which  beat  the  billows 
i'ma’left  feeds  that  any  plant  into  the  boat,  fo  that  it  was 
produceth ;  almoft  filled  with  water. 

32  but  when  committed  38  In  this  imminent  dan? 
to  the  ground,  it  becomes  ger  he  was  at  the  ftem,  funk 
the  tailed:  of  the  vegetable  in  profound  Deep — -His  difei- 
cribe — for  it  ihoots  tip  a  tail  pies,  alarmed  fot  their  fafety, 
and  ftately  ftem  — —throws  immediately  waked  him  and 
out  large  luxuriant  branches,  faid— M after !  can  you  be  fo 
cloathed  with  a  foliage  thick  Unconcerned  when  we  are  this 
and  ample  enough  to  afford  tndment  all  going  to  be  fwal-* 
iliade  and  flicker  to  the  fowls  j  lowed  up  in  the  deep  2 

of  heaven.  I  39  He  role,  and  with  an 

33  Many  fuch  fables  as  j  authoritative  voice  faid  to  the 

thefe  he  recited  to  the  multi-  winds — be  (till— and  to  the 
tude,  from  a  tendernefs  to  waves— ccafe  your  roaring— 
their  prepofleflions  and  weak-  The  words  were  no  fooner 
ndTcs,  which  would  not  have  j  uttered,  than  not  the  leaf!: 
} Permitted  them,  all  at  once,  whi (per  of  air  was  heard,  and 
ro  receive  plain  and  undif-  the  uirface  of  the  lake  became 
gui  fed  truths.  I  fmooth  as  glals. 

34  From  a  confcjauine^,  j  40  He  then  faid  to  his  dif- 
therefore,  of  the  tempers  and  I  ciples — Why,  do  you  fuffer 
diipofitions  of  his  audience,  I  yourlelves  to  be  overcome 
he  conftantiy  conveyed  his  !  with  fuch  vain  terrours— after 
public  inftru&ions  in  the  ve-  fo  many  proofs  as  I  have  given 
hide  of  fid  ion  —  but  after-  you  of  miraculous  power,  why 
wards  in  private  he  gave  the  I  do  you  ftill  diftruft  it  ? 
explication  to  his  dliciples,  I  41  All  who  were  witnefles 

I  1  4  of 
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What  aftoniftiing 


of  fo  amazing  a  fpeftacle  ^ere 
ft  ruck  with  awful  revenue 
and  horrour,  and  faid  one  to 
another 
power  is  heredifplayed!  What 
divine  perfonage  is  this,whofe 
fovereign  mandate  controuls 
the  ftormy  winds  and  tempef- 
tuous  fea ! 

s 

CHAP,  V. 

i  'X'HEY  crofted  the  lake 
A  and  landed  in  the 
country  of  the  Gadareries.  . 

2  But  he  had  no  fooner 
quitted  the  veftel,  than  he  faw 
a  demoniac  rufhing  from  ithe 
tombs,  and  furioufly  running 
to  meet  him. 

3  This  miserable  object 
lived  and  ranged  among  the 

.  gloomy  fepulchres  of  the  dead . 
—for  in  his  fits  of  diftraftion 
his  fury  and  firength  were  fo 
violent,  that  no  art  or  force 
could  bind  him. 

4  For  there  had  been  fre¬ 
quent  attempts  made  to  con¬ 
iine  h  im  in  ftrong  chains  arid 
fetters,  but  he  always  burft 
his  irons,  and  tore  his  bonds 
a  funder — fo  that  his  fury  and 
di  draft  ion  baffled  all  bumjan 
power  to  reftrain  and  fubdue 

ic. 

5  Day  and  night  was  he 
conftantly  wandering  on  the 
mountains,  or  roving  among 
the  monuments— roaring- 
foaming— and  mangling  his 
body  with  ftones. 


6  This  man  being  at  a 
confiderable  diftance  front 
Jefus,  no  fooner  deferied  him, 
but  he  run  with  the  utmoft 
precipitation  to  him,  and  pro* 
fixated  himfelf  at  his  feet. 

7  He  then  cried  with  a 
loud  and  horrible  vociferation 

Jefus,  thou  Ion  of  the 
fupremd  God  1  —  what  bufi- 
ndfs  haft  thou  with  me — I  beg; 
and  conjure  thee  for  God’s 

♦  *  J 

fake  that  thou  wouldeft  not 
torment  me. 

8  He  entreated  thus  im- 

b 

portunately,  becaule  Jefus 

commanded  the  daemon  to 

%  » 

quit  him. 

g  Jfefus  afked  the  man  his 
name — My  name,  faid  he,  is 
Legion— -for  a  legion  of  dae¬ 
mons  is  within  me ! 

■ 

10  The  wretch  then  began 
in  a  frantic  ftrain  to  expoftu- 
late,  and  to  implore  in  the 
moft  pathetic  terms,  chat  he 
would  not  ejeft  his  daemons 
beyond  the  precinfts  of  that 
country. 

11  It.  happened  that  there 
was  a  very  large  herd  of  fwinc 
feeding  about  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  mountains. 

.  1 2  The  madman,  uttering 

fuch  wild  extravagant  things, 
as  perfons  difbrdered  in  their 
intellefts  do,  defired  that  the 

r  *  *  i 

daemons,  which  were  in  him, 
might  enter  into  the  i’wine. 

13  Jefus  accordingly  fuf- 
fered  the  fvrine  to  be  feized 

with 
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with  madnefs^—and  inftantly  I  1 8  Upon  their  rraueft  he 
the  whole  herd  confiftine  of  I  returned  to  the  veflel  —  in- 
about  two  thoufand,  rumed  I  to  which  the  madman  beg- 
forward  in  wild  confufion —  I  ged  he  would  admit  him,  and 
hurried  violently  down  a  fteep  I  importunately  de fired  he 
precipice — and  pcrilhed  in  the  I  might  go  along  with  him. 

waves.  I  1 9  But  Jefus  difinifled  him 

1 4  The  keepers,  who  were  |  and  faid— — GO  to  thy  relati- 
witneffes  of  this  jcene,  fled  I  ons  and  countrymen,  and  free- 
immediately  with  the  greateft  I  ]y  report  the  miraculous  mer- 
precipitadon,  and  alarmed  die  J  cy  which  God  hath  Ihowed 
city  and  country  with  the  a- 1  thee. 

mazing  fight  they  had  feen,  I  20  Accordingly  he  depart- 
and  with  the  dreadful  lofs  they  1  ed  and  publifhed  in  all  the 
had  fuftained-— Upon  this,  ]  region  of  Decapolis  what  di- 
vaft  numbers  flocked  to  the  j  vide  power  Jefus  had  everted 
place  to  convince  themfelves  j  in  his  recovery— and  all  who 
of  the  truth  of -this  ftrange  j  knefw  his  former  condition 
relation.  ‘  now  furveyed  him  with  afto- 

15  This  great  concQurfe  niftiment. 

of  people,  when  they  faw  the  § — 21  Re  passing  the  lake 
madman,  whofe  frantic  fury  upon  his  arrival  on  the  oppo- 
had  fo  frequently  baffled  all  fite  ihore,  a  prodigious  mul* 
their  art  ana  ftrength,  fitting  I  titude  loon  collected  round 
calmly,  and  talking  rational- 1  hint. 

ly,  they  were  (buck  with  the  |  .  212  Among  others  cazne  a 
laft  aftonifhment  and  terrOUr.  I  very  eminent  perionage  called 

16  For  thofe,  who  had  I  Jairus,  the  principal  ruler  of 
been  fpe&ators  of  every  thing  I  thefynagogue  *,  who  approach- 
that  pafied  upon  this  pccafion,  led  Jefus,  and  with  the  great- 
had  recounted  to  them  everj'  I  eft  humility  and  reverence 
minute  particular  concerning  I  proftrated  himfelf  at  his  feet 
the  dsemoniac  and  the  lofs  of  j  — — 

the  herd.  1  23  telling  him  in  a  flood  of 

1 7  The  people  of  that  re-  J  paternal  grief  and  tendernels, 

gion  forming  terrible  appre-  J  that  he  had  left  his  daughter 
henfions  of  the  power  of  Je- 1  in  the  agonies  of  death— but 
fus  from  what  they  law  and  was  perfuaded,  that  if  he  would 
heard,  unanimoufly  implored  condeicend  only  to  lay  his 
him  to  remove  out  of  their  hands  upon  her,  Ihe  would 
country,  be  tieftpred  to  life. 

4  ■••if' 

24  Jefus 
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24  Jefus  did  not  hefitatc  a  (  round,  and  aiked  who  the 
moment,  but  went  away  im- 1  perfon  was,  that  had  juft 
mediately  with  him  —  incir-  j  touched  him. 

tied  and  crowded  by  an  im-  j  3 1  The  difciples  anfwered 
menfe  multitude,  who  eager-  J  —How  is  it  poffible  but  this 
]y  prefled  to  lee  him  exert  I  fhould  happen,  when  the 
his  miraculous  power.  1  crowd  is  prelling  in  fo  tumul- 

25  But  in  his  way  to  the .]  tuous  a  manner  round  you  ? 

ruler's  hoiiie,  a  worn  ah  j  Who  j  3.2  Jefus  then  looked  a- 
had  for  twelve  years  been  j  bout  to  difcover  the  perfon. 
greatly  afflifted  with  a  flux  of]  33  The  woman,  knowing 
blood,  I  that  Die  was  the  objedt  of  his 

26  who  had  applied  to  fe- 1  enquiries,  came  terrified  and 
veral  phyficians  without  any  I  trembling — and  falling  down 
fuccefs,  and  had  fpent  all  her  ]  at  his  feet  related  every  cir- 
fortune  in  making  trial  of  Va- j  cumftance. 

rioiis  remedies,  which  werfc  fo  |  34  -He  faid  to  her— Daugh- 
far  from  being  of  any  benefit  ]  ter,  your  confidence  in  my 
to  her,  that  they  only  aggra- 1  power  hath  effe&ed  your  cure 
vated  her  diforder,  |  —Go,  and  allure  you  rfelf  that 

2  7  having  heard  of  the  1  your  diforder  will  never  re* 
fame  of  Jelus,  which  was]  turn, 
celebrated  every  where,  mi2-  j  35  While  he  was  fpeaking 
ed  with  the  crowd,  anjd,  I  tbele  words,  a  meflenger  was 
coining  foftly  and  impei'cep-  ]  dispatched  to  the  ruler  to  in- 
iibiy  behind  him,  juft  tOlltn- 1  form  him,  that  his  daughter 
ed  the  hem  of  his  gafihenr.  .  j  had  breathed  her  laft,  and 

28  For  lhe  flattered  herfelf,  ]  that  the  prophet  need  not  now 
that  if  lhe  could  but  attain  the  j  trouble  himfelf  to  come  down 

•  Jm 

happinefs  of  the  flighteft  I  *0  the  hOuie. 

touch,  lhe  {hould  receive  a  j  36  Jefus  hearing  this  mef- 

miraculous  cure.  * .  fage  delivered,  laid  to  the  ru- 

20  That  moment  the;  blood  .  ler— Let  not  this  melancholy 
ceafed  to  flow,  and  lhe  in-  news  throw  ydu  into  immo- 
ftandy  felt,  by  the  moft  derate  grief  and  defpair — only 
graceful  and  happy  filiations,  repofe  a  firm  trufl  and  con- 
that  her  dileafe  was  no  more.  Science  in  my  power. 

30  But  Jefus  immediately  37  He  then  difmifled  the 
Confcious  of  the  falutary  poW-  crowd,  and  fuffered  none  to 
&  that  had  thus  been  educed  accompany  him,  but  Peter, 

from  him,  turned  fuddenly  [  James  and  John. 

%  38  When 
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38  When  he  entered  into 
the  ruler’s  houfe,  he  found  a 
di  final  fccne  of  grief  and  dif- 
trefs; — fome  weeping  and  o* 
thers  finging,  according  to 
cuftom,  melancholy  funeral 
odes. 

39  When  he  came  into  the 
room  he  faid  to  them— Why 
tlo  you  indulge  all  thefe  ex- 
ceffes  of  forrow  and  mourn* 
ing?  — the  young  lady  is  not 
dead — fhe  is  only  funk  into 

a  profound  fleep. 

40  For  thefe  words,  the 
mourners  could  not  fbrbear 
exprefling  by  their  looks,  the 
con  cem  pu  blc  opinion  they  had 
of  him  as  a  prophet— But  Je- 
fus  immediately  ordered  them 
ail  to  quit  the  room,  and  tak¬ 
ing  with  him  the  young  lady's 
parents,  and  his  companions, 
he  went  into  the  apartment 
where  the  corpfe  lay. 

41  He  approached  it — took 
hold  of  her  hand — and  faid, 
Talitha  kumi  —  which  tranf- 
laced  fignifies,  young  lady 
rife! 

42  The  young  lady  who 
was  about  twelve  years  of 

age,  that  moment  gpt  up, 
and  walked  in  health  and  vi¬ 
gour  about  the  room,  to  the 
inexpreflible  aftonifliment  of 
every  fpedtacor. 

43  Jefus  then,  to  convince 
them  that  fhe  was  reftored  to 
perfect  health,  ordered  them 
10  brine  her  fome  vi&uals— 


but  (bi&ly  charged  her  pa¬ 
tents  not  to  divulge  this  mi¬ 
racle. 

CIIAP.  VI. 

x  'C'ROM  hence  Jefus  jour- 
A1  rieyed,  attended  by  his 
difctples,  to  Nazareth,  the 

plate  of  his  education. 

1  And  Oil  the  fabbath  day 
he  went  into  the  place  of  re¬ 
lip,  arid  publick- 
ly  inftrudted  the  people— At 
this  conduct  many  of  the  au¬ 
dience  exprefled  their  amaze¬ 
ment,  faying  —  How  comes 
this  man  to  arrogate  to  himfelf 
fudh  an  authority  ?  Whence 
did  he  derive  his  fuperiout 
wifdom?  How  was  ne  firfl 
endowed  with  thofe  miracu¬ 
lous  powers,  which  he  now 

exercifes  ? 

3  Is  not  this  the  ignoble 
pfcffbn  who  lately  was  a  car- 
hter  here?  We  all  know 


is  mother  Mary,  and  his 
brothers,  James,  Jofes,  Jude 
and  Simoi*— his  filters  too  are 
all  fettled  among  us — The  ob- 
feurity,  therefore,  of  his  birth, 
and  themeannefe  of  his  family, 
filled  them  with  difdain  and 
contempt  of  him. 

4  Jelus  upon  their  rejecti¬ 
on  of  his  doctrines,  obferved. 
That  a  prophet  is  never  fo 
likely  to  meet  with  difrefpedt, 
as  in  the  place  of  his  nativity, 
among  his  relations  and  for¬ 
mer  acquaintance. 

5  The 
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5  The  violence  of  the  pre¬ 
judices  and  difguft  they  had 
conceived  again  ft  him,  pre¬ 
cluded  his  general  ufefulnefs 
among  them — he  only  cured 
a  few  nek  perfons,  whole  good 
difpofmons  rendered  them 
the  objedts  of  his  compafl3on. 

6  Jefus,  expreffing  his  ajto- 
nifhment  at  the  incredulity 
and  perverfends  of  his  coun¬ 
trymen,  left  them,  and  preach¬ 
ed  in  the  feveral  neighbour¬ 
ing  villages  around. 

4 — 7  After  this,  he  con¬ 
vened  the  twelve  difciples  in 
a  body  before  him,  and  So¬ 
lemnly  endowed  them  with 
miraculous  powers  •,  intend¬ 
ing  to  fend  them  out,  twoand 
two  together,  into  the  towns 
of  Judea,  to  publifb  the  fpee- 
dy  commencement  of  the  gpi- 
pel  difpenfation. 

8  Before  he  difmified  them, 

he  inftru&ed  then!  to  make 
no  proviiion  for  their  journey 
— to  take  neither  bread,  nor 

money,  but  only  a  ftaff  to 

fupport  their  fteps : 

9  and  to  furnifh  them- 
felves  folely  with  common 
neceflaries — with  cloaths  and 

fandals — discarding  all  felici¬ 
tous  concerns  with  regard  to : 
futurity. 

10  He  added,  in  whatever; 
family  you  relide,  fhow  your- 

felves  contented  with  the  ac- 

»  ■ 

.commodations  you  meet  with, 
and  remove  not  to  any  other. 


all  the  time  you  ftay  in  the 
place. 

11  And  whatever  towns 
refute  to  give  you  and  your 
do&rines  a  favourable  recep* 
tion,  when  you  depart,  raill 
up  the  duft  under  your  feet 
upon  them,  for  a  public 
teftimony  of  their  impeni¬ 
tence  and  guilt — Allure  your* 
felves  that  the  punifhmenc 
which  fhall  be  indidted  in  the 
foiemn  day  of  future  retribu¬ 
tion  upon  Sodom  and  Gomorra , 
will  be  lefs  dreadful  and  fe- 
yere  than  that  in  which  fuch 
an  incorrigible  town  ihali  then 
be  involved, 

12  Having  received  this 
commiffion  they  departed, 
and  publicly  proclaimed  eve¬ 
ry  where  the  indifpenlable 
neceflity  of  repentance  and 
reformation  of  life. 

r 

1 3  The  moft  ftubborn  and 
inveterate  difeafes  they  expel¬ 
led,  anointed  the  indifpofed 
with  oil,  and  miraculoully 
healed  them. 

§ — -14.  The  fame  of  thofc 
ftqpepdous  miracles,  which 

Jefys  performed,  being  uni¬ 
versally  celebrated,  reached 
the  throne  of  Herod,  and 
threw  this,  monarch  into  the 
moft  violent  perturbation—- 
When  they  recounted  to  him 
the  feveral  aftonilhing  parti¬ 
culars,  he  laid — This  perfon 
can  be  no  other  than  John 
the  Baptift,  whom  divine  pro¬ 
vidence 
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vidence  hath  reftored  to  life,  20  for  Herod  had  a  great 
and  endowed  with  thefe  a-  veneration  for  John’s  charac- 
mazing  powers.  ter,  knowing  him  to  be  a  man 

1 5  For  tho*  at  that  time  of  moft  exemplary  virtue  and 

there  was  a  great  variety  of  1  farictity  of  manners—  whole 
opinions  concerning  the  per-  I  couhfels  he  regarded,  whole 
Ion  of  Jefus — fome  aflerting  J  difeourfes  he  always  heard 
that  he  was  Elias — fome  a  di-  j  with  pleafure ;  and  by  whole 
vine  mefienger,  who  never  J  advice  he  had  done  many  ufe- 
exifted  before— —and  others  I  ful  and  beneficent  actions, 
one  of  the  antient  prophets,  j  21  It  happened,  while  John 
whom  God  had  now  raifed  j  was  under  confinement,  that 
from  the  dead:  .  {Herod  celebrated  his  birth 

1 6  yet  amidft  this  diverficy  j  day  with  great  pomp  and 

of  fentime nts,  Herod  main-  j  magnificence,  and  invited  to 
tained  that  he  could  be  no  |  a  grand  entertainment  the  no- 
other  than  the  Baptift,  whom  jbles  of  his  court,  the  officers, 
he  had  beheaded.  1  of  his  armies,  and  all  perfons 

1 7  For  Herod  had  fome  I  of  diftinltion  in  Galilee, 

time  before  apprehended  John  j  22  In  the  midft  of  this  gr¬ 

and  confined  nim  in  prilon,  I  neral  feftivity  and  joy,  the 
at  the  mitigation  of  Herodias  j  daughter  of  Herodias  was  in- 
his  brother  Philip’s  lady,  by  J  troduced,  and  danced  with 
whofe  charms  he  had  been  I  foe  hi  bewitching  elegance  and 
captivated,  and  whom  he  I  grade,  as  gave  univerfal  fatis- 
publickly  married.  I  faction  and  pleafure  to  the 

1 8  For  John  hadltronglyrc- 1  company— But  Herod  was 
monltrated  againft  this  match,  J  lo  tranlported:  that  he  publicly 
and  had  the  undaunted  free- 1  faid  to  ner,  Aik  of  me  what- 
dom  and  hardinefs  to  tell  the  I  ever'  favour  you  pleale,  and 

Icing - That  for  him  to  e- 1 1  will  inftantly  grant  it. 

i'poufe  his  brother’s  wife  would  j  23  He  even  ratified  his  af- 
be  a  conduit  to  the  laft  de-  I  fertion  by  a  folemn  oath,  a- 
gree  unjuftifiable  and  crimi-  I  gain  repeating — If  you  foli- 
nal.  I  cit  for  half  of  my  dominions, 

1 9  For  thefe  honeft  remon- 1  you  lhall  not  be  repulfed. 

Frances  Herodias  was  impla- 1  24  The  young  lady  imme- 

cably  exafperated  againft  him  I  diately  ran  to  her  mother, 

end  thirfted  for  his  blood —  I  and  confolted  her  what  boon 

■ 

but  was  not  able  to  glut  her  j  Ihe  Ihould  crave— Aik  for  the 
revenge:  I  head 
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head  of  the  Baptift,  replied 
her  mother,  in  raptures. 

25  Accordingly  Ihe  went 
back  dine&ly  to  Herod  and 
laid— The  favour  I  implore 
from  your  Majefty  is  this— 
give  me  on  a  dilh  the  head  of 
the  Baptift. 

26  A  requeft  lb  unexpeft: 
ed  filled  the  monarch  with 
cutting  remorfe  and  com* 
pun&ion  for  his  ra&nefs 
but  rather  than  ■  violate  hif 
oath  and  the  rejpeft  due  to 
the  company,  he  choie  to 
gratify  her. 

27  Calling,  therefore,  one 
of  his  life-guards  he  ordered 
him  immediately  to  bring  in¬ 
to  the  room  the  Bap  tilt’s  head. 

28  He  went— rcxecu ted  his  •! 

•  «  ♦  ♦  * 

commands — brought  his  head 
on  a  large  dilh,  fwimming  in 
blood-f-gavc  it  to  the  yotin 
lady,  who  carried  it  as  a  mo 
acceptable  preterit  to  her  po¬ 
ther. 

29  When  John’s  difciples 

he^rd  of  their  mailer’s  rate,  , 
they  went  to  the  prifon,  and 
takingup  his  corpfe,  honoured 
it  with  the  due  rites  of  fepul- 
ture. 

♦  * 

§ — 30  The  difciples  were 

now  returned  from  the  leveral 

•  1  •  ■  ■  ♦ 

excurfions  they  had  made  tp 
preach  the  gofpel,  and  col¬ 
lecting  to  jeius  informed  him 
of  the  miracles  they  had 
wrought,  and  the  inftru&ions 
they  had  delivered. 


31  He  faid  to  them — Le: 
us  privately  withdraw  into 
Ibme  unfrequented  folitude, 
where  you  may  reft  Ibme  time 
after  the  fatigue|  you  have 
fuftained  —  For  in  the  place, 
where  they  now  were,  they 
were  furroundedand  fo  great¬ 
ly  incommoded  by  an  im- 
menle  multitude,  that  they 
had  not  an  opportunity  even 

to  take  refrelhment. 

*  • 

32  They  took  boat,  there¬ 
fore,  defigning  fecretly  to  re¬ 
tire  into  a  folitary  place. 

33  But  they,  did  not  deal 
away  unperceived  by  the  mul¬ 
titude— for  they  remarked  the 
lequeftred  rcccfs,  into  which 
he  intended  to  withdraw,  and 
ran  thither  by  land  from  all 
the  towns  and  villages  around, 
and  collected  together  in  chat 
place. 

34  When  Jefus  landed  and 
furveyed  luch  a  vaft  concourfe 
of  people  eagerly  waiting  for 
him,  he  was  affe&ed  with  the 
tendered;  pity  and  commitera- 
rion  for  their  unhappy  condi¬ 
tion-being  fuffered  for  want 
of  ufcful  inftru&ion  to  wan¬ 
der  in  ignorance  and  errour, 
like  Iheep  upon  the  moun¬ 
tains —  he,  therefore,  began 
to  inftruft  them  in  many  mo¬ 
mentous  and  important  truths. 

35  When  he  had  continued 
his  inftru&ions  ’till  the  day 
was  far  declined,  the  difciples 
came  to  him  and  reminded 

him, 
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him,  that  the  place,  where  |  manner  he  difpenfed  the  two 

they  were,  was  an  uninhabit*  |  fifties. 

cd  defart,  and  die  evening I  42  Thefe  he  miraculouflj 
confiderably  advanced.  I  multiplied,  fb  that  the  whole 

36  They  defired  him,  there- 1  vail  multitude  all  partook  of 

fore,  to  difmifs  the  multitude,  1  a  plentiful  entertainment : 
that  they  might  have  time  tot'  ,  43  fb  plentiful,  that  after 
reach  the  neighbouring  vil-  J  thev  were  all  fatisfied,  fhey 
lages  and  procure  themftlves  t  coliefted  fragments  of  the. 
refrdhment,  [  loaves  and  Bines  that  filled 

B  ^  *  /  > 

37  Jefus  replied— Do  you  i  twelve  baskets. 

provide  refrefnment  for  them  I;  44  The  number  of  thoftj 

here— They  faid  —  Would  1  who  were  thus  miraculoufly 
you  have  us  expend  two  hun- 1  entertained,  confided  of  abqu; 
dred  denarii,  and  accommo* 1  five  thoufapd  perfons* 
date  them  with  provifions  ?  j  §rr 45  Xmmsdxatxly  after 

38  He  afked  them  what  [this,  Jefiis  ordered  his  dtifci- 
provifions  they  already  had  (pies  to  take  boat  and  croft 
amongft  them  — -  They  went  l  over  the  lake  to  Bethfajda, 
and  examined  and  told  him,  I  while  he  difiniffed  the  mufti* 
that  their  whole  prelent  Bock  I  tude, 

confifted  only  of  five  loaves  j  46  When  he  had  di(per$4 
and  two  little  fifhes.  .  |  them,  he  retired  to  the  fum- 

39  He  then  ordered  hist  mit  of  a  mountain  to  offer 
difciples  to  defire  the  multi*  I  his  devotions  to  God. 

tude  to  digeft  themfelves  into  |  47  Whfie  he  was  here  .era- 

regular  companies,  and  to  fit  I  ployed  in  theft  pious  offices, 
down  on  the  verdant  turf.  I  the  night  advanced,  and  th$ 

40  Accordingly  they  placed  j  veficl  was  conflicting  in  .the 
themfelves  in  long  uniform  J  midft  of  the  lake,  with  con- 
rows  and  in  feveral  companies,  j  trary  winds. 

confiding  fome  of  an  hun-  j  48  Jefus, from  the  fhore  per- 
dred,  fome  of  fifty  perfons.  j  ceived  the  boat  tofled  with  the 

41  He  then  took  the  five  |  waves,  and  ithe  gr eat  difficulty 

loaves  and  the  two  filhes,  look*  j  they  had  in  ftruggling  with 
ed  up  to  heaven,  and  in.  a  fo-  the  tempeft — — and  towards 
kmn  manner  bleffed  God—  morning  adyanced  towards 
after  this,  breaking  the  bread,  them,  walking  on  the  furface 
he  gave  it  to  his  difciples  and  of  the  billows,  and  ftemed 
bid  them  diffajbure  it  among  as  if  he  intended  to  pafs  by 
the  multitude — in  the  lame  them, 

49  They 
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4.9  They  feeing  an  human 

form  .gliding  with  fufpended 
fteps  over  the  furface  of  the 
deep,  believed  it  was  an  ap¬ 
parition.,  and  were  chilled 
with  Honour* 

50  For  all  who  were  in  the 
boat  faw  him  and  were  ft  ruck 
with  extreme  terrour — Jefus 
then  called,  to  them,  told 
them  his  name,  and  bid  them 
diipel  their  fears. 

51  He  then  went  to  them 
on  board— but  the  moment 
he.  was  in  the  veflel,  the  lake 
became  fmoolh,  and  the  loud 
itorm  was  hufhed — a  fpe£ta- 
cle,  that  filled  them  with  ex- 
ceffive  aftonifhment  and  ad¬ 
miration. 

52  For  tho’  they  had  fb: 
lately  feen  the  miraculous 
multiplication  of  the  loaves, 
their  grofs  underftandings 
had  not  yet  taught  them  to 
form  worthy  and  adequate 
conceptions  of  his  divine  pow¬ 
er. 

53  When  they  had  crofled 
the  lake,  they  landed  in  the 
country  of  Gcncfaret. 

54  But  no  fooner  were  they 
difembarked,  but  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  of  that  region'  immedi¬ 
ately  knew  him. 

55  And  numbers  flocked 
to  him  from  all  the  adjacent 
country,  carrying  the  fick  in 
litters  to  the '  feverai  places 
which  they  heard  he  vifited. 

56  And  wherever  he  tra- 


♦ 
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veiled,  whether  into  cities, 
towns  or  country  villages, 
they  depofited  the  lick  in  the 
ftreets  through  which  he  paf- 

fed - imploring  the  favour 


only  to  touch  his  cloath 
and  all  that  touched  him  in- 
ftantaneoufly  received  a  per¬ 
fect  cure. 


CHAP.  VII. 

* 

1  COME  Pharifees  and 

^  Scribes  who  came  from 
Jerufalem  compofed  part  of 
the  crowd  that  now  furround- 
ed  him. 

2  Who  happening  to  fee 
fome  of  his  difciples  fit  down 
to  meat,  without  that  cere¬ 
monious  wafhing  of  hands 
which  they  univerfally  enjoin¬ 
ed,  exclaimed  againft  their 
pollution  and  proianenefs. 

3  For  the  Pharifees  and 
the  whole  body  of  the  Jews, 
from  a  confcientious  adhe¬ 
rence  to  the  traditions  of  their 
anceftors,  never  eat  a  meal 
without  firft  waffling  their 

hands  with  the  moft  {crapu¬ 
lous  nicety. 

4  When  they  came  like- 
wife  from  the  market  or  from 
any  concourfe  of  people  they 
never  cat  before  they  have 
wafhed  their  hands — thinking 
by  this  ablution  they  wipe  off 
any  pollution  they  may  have 
con  trailed  — There  are  alfo 
many  other  ceremonies  of  the 

like 


t 
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like  nature  which  they  ftridtly  I  your  ancestors,  in  wafhing 
obi'erve,  as  the  formal  wafti-  J  cups,  pots,  kettles,  and  in 
mg  of  their  cups,  their  pots,  I  little  ceremonious  obfervan- 
theirktttl«,and  their  couches.  I  ces  of  the  like  trifling  nature 

5  The  Pharifces  and  Scribes,  J  - but  wholly  difregard  the 

therefore,  chagrined  at  fo  pro-  j  exprefs  declarations  of  the 
fane  a  ipe&acle,  faid  to  him  J  great  God. 

—  Why  do  you  fuffer  your!  9  You  have  even  fuflered, 
difciples  to  eat  in  fuch  pol-  he  told  them,  thefe  abfurd 
lution,  and  to  caft  fuch  con-  and  ufelefs  traditions  to  can- 
tempt  upon  thofe  (acred  ob-  cel  and  fuperfede  the  moft 
iervances  that  have  been  tranf-  plain  and  folemn  commands 
mitted  to  us  from  our  pious  j  of  the  Almighty, 
anceftors?  I  10  For  example,  Mofes 

6  He  replied— Ye  hypo-  j  enjoins  every  perfon  to  ho- 
rrires !  Efaiah  hath  given  a  j  nour  his  father  and  his  mo- 
moft  accurate  deferipdon  of  ther— and  orders  every  one, 
your  real  characters  in  the  ( who  violates  this  fundamen- 
following  paflage —  “  Thefe  J  tal  and  important  law,  to  be 
diffembling  wretches  ap-  j  condemned  to  death, 
proach  me  with  a  fair  exter-  j  1 1  But  in  direft  oppoflti- 
nal  (how  of  religious  folemni-  I  on  to  this  exprefs  command, 

tv  and  devotion,  while  their  you  fay - That  if  any  man 

hearts  are  replete  with  the  j  bequeath  his  fortune  to  the 
moft  enormous  and  atrocious  j  fervice  of  the  temple, 
wickednefs —  I  12  ^rom  that  moment  he 

7  All  their  ‘aealous  and  I  ceafes  to  be  under  any  obli- 

extravagant  fervours  for  my  j  gat  ion  at  all  to  relieve  the 
fervice  and  worfhip  are  no-  moft  preflingi  wants  of  his 
thing  but  mere  diflimulation  aged  and  needfitous  parents, 
and  vain  pretence— while  13  It  is  by  thefe  wicked 

they  are  conftantly  inculcat-  inventions  and  other  fuperfti- 
ing  the  neceffity  of  a  pundi-  tious  preferiptions  of  a  fimilar 
kous  compliance  with  all  the  nature,  that  you  abiolutely 
ceremonious  preferiptions  of  annul  the  primary  and  folemn 
weak  and  fuperfti  tious  perfons,  injunctions  of  God. 

and  teaching  men  to  difparage  1 4  Jelus  the|n  publickly  ad- 
the  moral  duties  of  the  law.”  dreffed  himfelf  to  the  popu- 

8  For  you  pay  a  fcrupu-  lace,  and  faid — I  defire  your 
lous  attention  to  the  ridicu-  diligent  attention  to  what  I 
lous  tenets  and  injunctions  of  am  going  to  remark?. 

Vol.  I.  K  15  It 

.-  * 
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15  It  is  not  any  thing  ex-  |  23  All  thefe  hateful  vices 

ternal  that  can  communicate  are  firft  formed  in  the  hearty 
any  pollution  to  a  man— pol-  and  being  derived  from  it, 
lution  iolely  arifes  from  in-  folely  conftitute  moral  conta- 
ternal  caufes.  mination  and  uncleannefs. 

16  He  who  is  defifous  of  §— 24  Leaving  that coun> 
inftrufcion,  let  him  carefully  try  he  removed  to  the  con- 
attend  to  this  obfervation,  fines  of  Tyre  andSidon,  where 

17  When  he  was  retired  he  privately  retired  into  an 

from  the  multitude  into  an  houle,  being  defirous  to  con- 
houfe,  the  dilciples  came  to  ceal  himfelt  fome  time  from 
him,  and  dc fired  he  would  the  importunity  of  a  tumul- 
explain  to  them  thofe  figu-  tuous  crowd— but  in  vain, 
rative  exprcfflons  he  had  juft  25  For  a  woman  of  that 
ufed.  country,  who  had  heard  his 

18  He  anfwered — Do  not  fame  celebrated,  having  a 
you  comprehend  the  mean-  daughter  who  was  infane,  ap¬ 
ing  of  fo  eafy  and  familiar  a  proached  him,  and  fell  at  his 
metaphor  ? — can  any  thing  I  teet. 

be  more  evident  than  that  the  1  26  This  woman,  who  was 

food  which  a  perfon  receives  I  a  Syrophenician  by  birth, 
does  not  conftitute  moral  pol- 1  fupplicated  him,  in  the  mod- 
lution  in  the  fight  of  God  ?  |  affe&ing  and  importunate 

19  The  food  wc  cat  is  taken  |  manner,  to  deliver  her  child 

into  the  ftomach  for  the  nou-  f  from  fu£h  a  dreadful  malady, 
rifhmenc  and  fupport  of  ani- 1  27  Jefus  faid  to  her— The 

mal  nature,  and  hath  not  the  j  children  ought  firft  of  all  to 
leaft  effedt  on  the  moral  tem-  |  be  fatisfied— for  it  is  not  pro¬ 
per  and  dil'pofition  of  the  I  per  to  take  that  food,  which 
heart,  I  was  defigned  for  the  children, 

20  Impurity  can  only  be  I  and  throw  it  to  dogs, 
caufed  by  the  internal  frame  I  2  8  I  acknowledge.  Sir,  fhe 
and  habit  of  the  mind.  j  faid,  the  reafonablenci's  of 

2 1  For  from  the  heart,  [  what  you  alledge - but  yet 

which  is  the  fource  and  feat  I  the  dogs  are  allowed  to  pick 
of  aftion,  originally  proceed  !  up  the  crumbs  that  fall  from 
wicked  defigns,  adultery,  J  the  children’s  plenteous  ta- 
whoredom,  murder,  I  ble. 

22  theft,  avarice,  oppref-  J  29  Jefus,  ftruck  with  pleaf- 

lion,  fraud,  luft,  envy,  ca- 1  ing  admiration  at  this  anfwer, 
lumny,  pride,  obfhnacy.  I  faid  to  her — Go,  and  be  aiTur* 

r  td 
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fd  that  your  daughter’s  dis¬ 
order  is  expelled. 

30  She  haftened  home,  aftd 
found  her  daughter  reclining 
on  the  couch,  perfectly  re¬ 
stored  to  the  ufe  of  her  un- 

derftanding  and  reafon. 

§— *31  Quitting  the  vi¬ 
cinity  of  Tyre  and  Sidon,  he 
returned  in  his  way  to  the 
lake  of  Galilee,  through  the 
region  of  Decapolis. 

32  Where  they  brought 
to  him  a  man,  who  was  both 
deaf  and  had  an  impediment 
in  his  fpeech,  entreating  him 
that  he  would  deign  to  lay 
his  hand  upon  him. 

33  Taking  the  man,  there¬ 
fore,  a  little  way  out  of  the 
crowd  into  a  private  place, 
he  put  his  fingers  into  his 
ears,  and  touched  his  tongue 
with  his  Spittle: 

34  Then  lifting  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  and  having  uttered  a 
pious  ejaculation,  he  faid  to 
the  man— -Receive  the  facul¬ 
ties  of  hearing  and  fpeech. 

35  The  moment  he  pro¬ 
nounced  theie  words,  hi? 
hearing  was  perfectly  reftor- 
eci,  and  he  Spoke  plainly  and 
diftinttly. 

36  He  then  perem 
charged  the  man’s  friends 
who  were  fpeftators  of  this 
miracle,  not  t-o  report  it — but 
notwithftanding  this  Arid  in¬ 
junction  they  publilh^d  it  e- 
verv  where. 


t  *  T 

*ox 

37  being  ftruck  with  inex- 
preflible  admiration  at  the 
wonderful  power  he  exerted, 
and  at  the  beneficence  of  all 
his  miracles,  crying  out 
What  an  heavenly  benefactor 
is  this !  With  what  divine  be¬ 
nevolence  does  he  confuk  the 
eafe  and  happinefs  of  the 
wretched,  by  healing  their  in¬ 
firmities,  and  removing  their 
dillempers ! 


CHAP.  VIII. 

1  A  BOUT  this  time  ati 

immenfe  multitude 
of  people  being  gathered  a- 
bout  him,  and  entirely  defti- 
tute  of  provifions,  Jel'us  cal¬ 
led  his  dilciplcs  together  in  a 
body  and  faid  to  them, 
z  I  feel  niyfelf  greatly  af- 
,  fefted  with  the  unhappy  con¬ 
dition  of  this  vaft  aflembiy, 
who  have  attended  me  three 
days  in  a  place  where  it  is  im- 
polfible  for  them  to  procure 
any  accommodations. 

3  And  if  I  fhould  order 
them  to  drfperfe,  numbers; 
will  undoubtedly  faint  on  the 
road,  who  are  at  a  con  fid  er- 
ablediftance  from  their  homes. 

4  His  djfciplcs  replied 
.How  is  it  pofllble  for  us  to 
provide  vidbuals  for  fueh  a  pro¬ 
digious  concourie  of  people, : 
in  lb  dreary  and  difmal  a  So¬ 
litude  ? 

5  He  aflcedl  them,  how- 

K  z  many 


132.  The  Hiftory  of  Jesus  Chap.  viii. 


many  loaves  they  had — They 
told  him,  feven.  , 

6  He  then,  ordering  all 
the  crowd  to  recline  on  the 
grafs,  took,  the  loaves — blei- 
fed  God — broke — gave  them 
to  his  difciples — and  ordered 
them  to  dilpenfe  them  among 
the  multitude. 

.  7  They  had  likcwife  a  few 

(mail  fifties— which  with  pi¬ 
ous  acknowledgement  he  alfo 
broke,  and  ordered  to  be  dil- 
tributed  in  the  fame  manner. 

8  By  his  miraculous  mul¬ 
tiplication  of  thefe,  the  whole 
multitude  partook  of  a  plen¬ 
tiful  repafl — fo  plentiful,  that 
the  fragments,  which  were 
afterwards  collected,  filled  fe- 
yen  bafkets. 

9  The  number  of  thofe, 
who  were  thus  entertained, 
amounted  to  about  four  thou- 
fand — After  they  were  all  Sa¬ 
tisfied,  he  difmified  them. 

.  § — 10  When  the  multi¬ 
tude  was  difperfed,  he  and 
his  difciples  crofted  over  the 
lake  of  Galilee,  and  landed 
on  the  coaft  of  Daimanutha. 
.11  After  his  arrival  here, 
fpmePharifeeswho  were  come 
down  from  Jerufalem,  in  a 
debate  with  him  challenged 
him  to  give  them  fome  fignal 
proof  ofhis  miraculous  power, 
and  to  convince  them  of  the 
authority  and  truth  of  his 
pretenfions  by  fome  grand 
luminous  prodigy  in  the  iky. 


12  Confcious  of  their  de¬ 
termined  rciolution  to  rejed 
the  greateft  evidence  he  could 
exhibit  before  them,  he  fetch¬ 
ed  a  profound  figh,  and  faid 
— Why  cloth  the  prefent  ge¬ 
neration,  after  the  many  mi¬ 
racles  that  have  been  wrought, 
demand  from  me  a  prodigy  in 
the  air— Their  unreaibnabie 
and  perverfe  humours  fhall 
not  be  indulged  with  any 
fuch  phenomenon. 

1 3  With  this  anfwer  he  left 
them— and  crofted  over  the 
lake  again. 

14.  In  their  paftfage,  the 
difciples  recollected  that  they 
had  forgot  to  furnifh  chem- 
felves  with  provifions — hav¬ 
ing  none  with  them  in  the 
boar,  except  one  loaf 

15  It  happened,  during 
their  perplexity,  that  Jefus 
admonUhed  them  cautioufly 
to  avoid  the  corrupt  leaven  of 
the  Pharifees  and  of  Herod. 

1 6  They  no  fooner  heard 
him  mention  leaven — but  they 
faid  one  to  another— This  un- 
queftionably  is  defigned  to 
reprove  us  for  our  negligence 
in  forgetting  to  carry  bread 
with  us. 

1 7  Jefus,  confcious  of  their 

fentiments,  faid  to  them - 

Why  do.  you  diftrefs  your- 
felves  with  thefe  anxious 
thoughts,  becaufe  you  have 
omitted  to  bring  bread  alonir 
with  you— are  you  ftill  fo  in- 
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con  fide  rate  ?  —  is  your  heart  upon  his  eyes,  and  afterwards 
hill  nnfufceptible  of  impref-  afkecl  him  to  view  the  objefts 
ftons  ?  that  furrounded  him  —  and 

1 8  Endowed  with  the  J  immediately  his  light  was  per- 
powers  of  judgment  and  un-  feftly  reftored ;  lo  that  he  faw 
demanding,  are  you  fo  averle  every  thing  in  the  molt  dif- 
to  employ  then)  in  attentive- 1  tinft  manner. 

Jy  confidering  the  miracles,]  2 6  He  then  ordered  the 
with  which  you  are  every  day  j  man  to  deal  privately  home, 
converlknt  ?  j  without  going  through  the 

19  Did  not  you  lately  col-J  village,  or  divulging  the  cure 
left  twelve  bafkets  of  frag- 1  he  h.id  received,  to  any  per- 
mencs  from  an  entertainment,  I  fon. 

that  I  lately  furnifhed  fori  $ — 27  After  this,  Jefus 
live  thouiand,  with  only  five  j  travelled  with  his  difciples  to 
loaves  ?  I  the  towns  of  Csefarea  Philippi 

20  Did  not  you  fill,  at  an-  J  —  and  on  the  road  he  af^ed 

other  time,  feven  balkets  with  j  them,  what  the  vulgar  re¬ 
fragments,  when  I  diftribut-  j  ports  were  concerning  him. 
td  only  feven  loaves  among!  28  They  replied  —  fome 
four  thoufand  ?  j  peribns  alfert  that  you  arc 

21  Having,  therefore,  fuch  j  John  the  Baptift  — -  others  as 
repeated  demonftrations  of  the  I'ftrenuoufly  contend  that  you 
power  1  poflefs,  why  are  you  I  are  Elias,  or  iome  one  of  the 
fo  abfclutely  inattentive  to  it  ?  J  antient  prophets  reftored  to 

§ — 22  Upon  his  landing  j  life, 
at  Bethfaida,  they  brought  to  I  29  He  then  alked  them— 
him  a  blind  man,  defiring  him  I  Whom  they  Imagined  him  to 
only  to  touch  him.  J  be  ?  —  Peter  aniwered  —We 

23  He  then  taking  the  I  believe  you  to  be  the '  true 
blind  man  by  the  hand,  and  j  Mefliah. 

conducting  him  out  of  the  I  30  Immediately  upon  his 
village  into  a  private  place,  I  making  this  declaration,  he 
touched  his  eyes  with  Ipittle,  j  peremptorily  charged  them 
and  alked  him,  if  he  could  j  not  to  publilh  it  to  the  world, 
difcern  any  thing.  I  3 1  From  ihac  time  he  be- 

24  I  can  juft  difcern  men,  I  gan  to  acquaint  his  difciples 

he  laid,  but  very  imperfeftly  I  with  the  feries  of  rr.ileries  he 
—  they  appear  to  me  like  j  rnuft  go  through  — :  that  he 
walking  trees.  I  mult  be  treated  with  every 

25  He  then  put  his  hands  I  indignity,  add  be  publickly 

I  K  .3  con- 
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condemned  and  murdered  by  I  his  life,  at  the  expence  of  his 
the  magiftrates,  the  high  |  religion  and  virtue,  (hail  be 

Eriefts,  and  the  Scribes—  l eternally  deprived  of  it — but 
ut  that  on  the  third  day  he  whofoever  fhall  chearfully 
would  rife  from  the  grave.  I  fubmic  to  the  lofs  of  life,  ra- 
.  32  That  this  would  cer-  I  ther  than  facrifice  the  princi- 
tainly  be  his  fate  he  now  told  I  pies  of  my  religion  and  the 
all  his  diiciples  in  the  mod  I  rights  of  conlcience,  fliall  be 
plain  and  exprefs  terms— —  I  retaliated  in  the  pofleflion  of 

Alarmed  at  fuch  a  gloomy  it,  with  infinite  advantage, 
and  unexpe&ed  declaration,  3  6  For  of  what  avail  would 
Peter  took  him  ’  a  fide  and  it  be  to  a  man,  if  he  could  ac- 

I  ♦  m 

began  to  expostulate  with  quire  the  pofielfion  of  the 

him.  whole  univerfe,  if  at  laft  he 

*  *  » 

33  But  Jefus  turned  from  forfeits  eternal  life  1 
him,  and  before  the  other  37  What  is  it  poflihle  for 
difciplesieverely  reprehended  a  man  to  fubftitute,  as  an  e- 
Pcter,  faying  —  You  are  not  I  quivalent  for  the  lofs  of  cut- 
confcious,  that  by  diverting  I  nal  life  1 
me  from  my  fu firings,  you  I  38  Whofoever,  therefore, 
would  be  an.  enemy  to  me  j  in  this  debauched  and  profli- 
and  to  mankind  ■  —  your  |  gate  age,  appears  afhamed  of 

mind  is  inflated  with  ambi-  I  my  caufe,  and  rejects  it  with 
tious  views,  and  comprehend-  j  contempt— may  allure  him- 
eth  not  the  defigns  of  God.  I  fclf,  that  he  will  alfo  be  re- 
34  He  then  called  to  the  j  pulfed  by  the  foh  of  man, 
multitude  to  join  the  circle  J.  when  he  comes  attended  with 
of  his  difciples,  and  faid— —  I  myriads  of  angels,  and  invert* 
He  who  is  aefirous  to  become  j  ed  with  the  authority  and 
my  genuine  difciple  and  fol-  I  fplendors  of  fupreme  majefty. 
lower,  muft  for  ever  abandon  j. 

all  views  of  worldly  ambition  |  Chap.  ix.  t  And  be  aflur- 
and  feftfual  pleafurc,  and  j  ed,  that  there  are  fome  per- 
phearfulljr  fubmif  to  that  j  Ions  now  before  me,  who  (hall 
courfe  or  afflictions  and  fuf-  I  live  to  fee  the  kingdom  of  God, 
ferings  which  I  have  fup-  I  ereCted  in  the  mod  powerful 
ported.  j  and  magnificent  manner’ 

35  For  whofoever  will  lave  J  ^*2  About  a  week  after 

\  c*  by  bis  refurre&ion  and  afonlion,  and  the  communication  of 
^ritual  9^  ih?  day  of  pentccoli* 

this. 
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this,  Jefus  privately  eondud- 1  fcene  fuddenly  vanifhed,  and 
ed  Peter,  James  and  John,  to  j  they  faw  Jefus  (landing  alone, 
the  fummit  of  a  very  high  I  9  As  they  were  defending 
mountain— where  they  fud-  j  the  hill  Jefus  foiemnly  charge 
denly  faw  his  perfon  meta-  j  ed  them,  not  upon  any  ac- 
morphoied  in  a  furprifing  I  count  to  publiih  to  the  world 
manner.  j  what  they  had  feen,  ’till  af- 

3  For  inftantly  his  cloaths  1  ter  his  refurredion  from  the 
gliftened*  with  a  brilliancy  |  grave. 

and  luftre  infinitely  fuperi- 1 .  10  Thefe  laft  words  great- 
our  to  what  the  higheft  cx-  |ly  puzzled  them,  and  they 
ertions  of  human  art  and  (kill I  debated  among  themfelves, 
can  produce,  |  what  he  could  mean  by  the 

4  After  this  appeared  Mo- 1  refurredion  from  the  grave, 
fes  and  Elias,  and  entered  • '  it  The  d ifciples  then  afk-r 
into  a  conference  with  him.  ;cd  him,  why  the  Jewifti  clergy 

5  Peter,  tranfported  with  aflerted  that  Elias  muft  make 
this  amazing  fcene,  faid  to  his  public  appearance,  as  thd 

Jefus  —  How  dclcdable  a  .  immediate  pfedecefior  of  the 
fefidence  might  we  fix  here !  .  Mefiiah. 

. —  Permit  us  to  ered  three  •  :  12  He  replied*— Elias  waa 
tents,  one  for  yourfelf,  an-  originally  designed  to  be  the 
other  for  Mofcs,  and  a  third  j  harbinger  of  the  Mefiiah,  to 
for  Klias.  [  prepare  mens  minds  for  the 

6  He  knew  nor  what  to  fay  J  reception  of  him  — -  and  the 

—  fuch  a  tumult  of  aftomfh- 1  Mefiiah  is,  according  to  the 
ment  and  fear  ftruggled  in  j  prophecies,  tpfuffer the  great- 
their  breads.  I  eft  indignities,  to  be  abufed 

7  At  laft  they  few  a  bright  I  and  vilified. 

lucid  cloud  defeend  and  fix  di~ 1  13  He  fold  them  * —  the 
redly  over  their  heads — from  I  predidions  of  the  leripture 
which  they  heard  the  follow*  I  concerning  Elias  were  already 
i»g  fen  re  nee  foiemnly  articu-  I  verified— Elias  had  made  his 
Kited  —  This  is  my  Ion,  the  I  appearance,  and  they  had 
objed  of  my  tbndeft  affec- 1  treated  him  with  the  moft 
lions  !  Obey  his  admoni- 1  wanton  infolcnce  and  con* 
tions !  I  tempt. 

S  After  this  the  whole  j:  §—14  When  he  was  come 


*  The  word  is  very  expreflive,  denoting  any  thing  that  is  rc- 

ruvkafcly  brilliant  and  giiftening.  tu  cuy./tn  t/m  teft7H7&  * 

'iut.  jEmi!.  p.  49U. 
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to  the  reft  of  his  difciples,  he 
found  them  in  the  circle  of 
a  large  multitude,  and  the 
Scribes  engaged  in  a  confe¬ 
rence  with  them. 

15  As  foon  as  the  crowd 
{zw  him  advance  towards 
them,  they  were  aftomfhed 
at  the  fuperiouir  luftre  that 
ftill  adhered  to  his  perfon, 
and  ran  with  qager  impati¬ 
ence  to  falute  and  embrace 
him. 

16  He  then  afked  the 
Scribes  what  fubjcCt  they 
were  fo  warmly  jagitating  ?  ; 

1 7  The  reafon  of  their  de¬ 
bate,  replied  one  of  the  mul-i 
titude,  .is  this— *1  brought  to 
you  my  fon  who  is  dumb, 
and  otherwife  dreadfully  af¬ 
flicted. 

1 8  For  he  is  fubjeft  to  ter¬ 
rible  fits  which  feize  and  con- 
vulfe  him— dn  which  he  lies 
for  a  considerable  time  foam¬ 
ing  at  the  mouth,  grinding 
his  teeth,  and  covered  with 
palenefs,  in  a  frightful,  man* 
ner — This  horrible  difeafe  1 
entreated  your  difciples  to  re¬ 
move,  but  they  could  not. 

19  Upon  hearing  this  ac¬ 
count,  Jefus  with  great  emc» 
tion  faid,  O  incredulous  and 
perverfe  age !  how  long  fhall 
I  be  a  witnefs  of  your  deter¬ 
mined  infidelity!  How  long 
(ball  1  bear  your  incorrigible 

pbftinacy  !*-?He  then  ordered 


the  parent  to  briog  his  (bn  to 
him : 

20  He  was  nofooncr  brought 
before  Jefus,  but  he  was  im¬ 
mediately  feized  with  ftrong 

convulfions,  and  dropped 
down,  wallowing,  and  team¬ 
ing  at  the  mouth, 

21  Jefus  afked  the  father, 
how-  long  his  fon  had  been 
afflicted  in  this  (hocking  man¬ 
ner— rhe  laid,  from  a  child. 

22  And  by  thtfe  fits,  he 
added,  he  is  often  thrown  in¬ 
to  the  fire,  and  often  into  the 
water,  whereby  his  life  hath 
been  greatly  endangered  — 
but  fince  you  arc  able  to  ex¬ 
pel  this  disorder,  have  com¬ 
panion  upon  this  unhappy 
creature. 

23  Jefus  replied — To  fuch 
a  firm  confidence  as  thou  re- 
pofeft  in  me  the  very  greateft 
difficulties  will  yield. 

24.  The  parent  then  cried 
out  in  a  flood  of  tears — Par¬ 
don  my  vveaknefs  and  imper¬ 
fection  —  I  believe  you  are 
able  to  eflfeft  this  cure. 

25  Jefus  feeing  the  multi¬ 
tude  crowd  together  in  a  tu¬ 
multuous  manner,  command¬ 
ed,  in  an  authoritative  man¬ 
ner,  the  diftemper  to  depart 
and  quit  him  for  ever. 

26  He  had  no  fooner  pro¬ 
nounced  the  words— tho*  he 
was  then  fo  convulfed  and  lay 
fo  fenfclcfs,  that  leveral  who 

J 
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were  prefent,  faid  he  was  1  it  was  that  interested  them  in 
deed —  I  fuch  a  warm  debate  on  the 

27  but  every  fymptom  va-  I  road  ? 
niShed — and  Jefus  taking  him  |  34  This  queftion  Struck 

by  the  hand  railed  him  from  I  them  dumb — tor  on  the  road 
the  ground  in  perfect  health.  I  they  had  engaged  in  a  fan- 

2  8  Jefus,  after  this,  going  |  guine  difpute,  which  of  them 
into  an  houfe,  the  difciples  1  Should  have  the  higheSt  polt' 
afked  him  the  reafon,  why  |  in  the  kingdom  dieir  mafter 
(bey  could  not  miracuioufly  I  was  going  to  eftabliSh. 
cure  this  dillemper.  I  3  5  He  then  fat  down,  and 

29  He  anfwered — Such  an  I  calling  the  body  of  the  twelve 
eminent  degree  of  faith  as  is  I  difciples  around  him,  he  faid 
requifite  to  expel  fuch  an  un-  I  to  them  —  The  perfon,  who 
commonly  horrible  dilbrdcr  I  Shall  Secure  the  nigheft  ho- 
as  the  prefent,  cannot  be  at-  I  nours  in  my  kingdom,  Shalt 
tained  but  by  a  long  courSe  I  be  he,  whole  character  is  moft 
of  devout  meditation  and  re-  j  distinguished  for  humility  and 
ligious  abstinence.  I  condefcenfion. 

§ — 30  Leaving  that  place,  1  !  3 6  He  then  placed  a  little 
they  travelled  through  Gali- 1  child  in  the  audit  of  them, 
lee  in  a  clandestine  manner—  I  aiid  fondly  cl&fping  it  in  his 
he  being  unwilling  that  any  I  arms,  faid  to  them  —  ■■ 
Should  know  him.  I  37  Whofoever  considers 

3 1  Here  he  told  them  ex-  f  this  child  as  an  emblem  of 
prcfsly,  that  the  fon  of  man  I  that  Simplicity  and  innocence 
would  foon  be  delivered  into  j  which  the  gofpel  requires, 
the  power  of  thoSe  who  thirft-  J  clearly  comprehends  its  true 
ed  for  his  blood,  that  he  j  genius  and  design,  and  un- 
Should  be  publickly  executed  J  derftands  the  great  ends  which 
—  but  on  the  third  day  he  1  my  heavenly  father  fent  me 
would  rile  from  the  grave.  I  into  the  world  to  promote. 

32  But  their  prejudices  §--^38  John  faid  to  him— 

prevented  them  from  fully  Divine  inftru&or!  we  lately 
comprehending  what  he  faid  met  with  a  man,  who.  made 
at  the  fame  time  that  they  ufe  of  your  name  and  autho- 
were  afraid  to  aSk  him  to  be  j  rity  in  e hefting  miraculous 
more  particular.  cures,  and  as  he  is  not  a  mem* 

33  Arriving  at  Capernaum,  I  ber  of  our  fociety  we  feverely 
and  entering  into  an  houfe,  |  reproved  him,  and  forbad 
he  alked  them,  what  fubjeft  J  him  for  the  future  to  take 

fuch 
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f'uch  unwarrantable  free- 1  unreformed,  and  to  be  thrown 
doms.  I  into  incxtinguifhable  fire : 

39  By  no  means,  replied  I  44  Where  the  impenitent 
Jeius,  hinder  hfs  public  ufe- 1  finner  will  be  deftroyed u  by 
fulnefs — for  he,  who  deigns  I  the  moll  dire  and  excruciat- 
to  make  uie  of  my  authority  I  ing  torments. 

to  work  a  miracle,  will  be  j  45  W  hate ver  beloved  vice 
the  bit  perfon  to  traduce  and  would  lead  you  to  facrificc 
mifreprefent  m&  I  your  religion — refolve  to  ex- 

40  For  amidjl  the  general  j  terminate  it  from  the  foul, 
infidelity  of  the  prefont  age,  j  with  whatever  reluctance  and 
we  have  peafon  to  efteem  et  j  averfion  this  may  be  done- 
very  one  as  a  friend  to  us,  I  the  pains  of  this  life  are  no- 
whp  doth,  net  oppofe  us.  :  I  thing  to  the  fu  fieri  ngs  to 

41  For  whoibever  fhall  do  j  which  the  unreformed  /hail 
you  the  leaft  kind  office,  fuch  j  be  fabjeCkcd,  in  inextinguilh- 
as.  even  giving  you  a  cup  of  I  able  fire : 

cold  water,  merely  becaufoj  46  Where  the  impenitent 

you  are  my  difcipies,.  lballj  finner  will  be  destroyed  by  the 

afitiredly  bc  reco^ipenfed  with  I  tnoft  dire  and  excruciating 

an  adequate  reward,  j  torments. 

42  And  whomever  fball  fe-i  j  47  Whatever  Juft  fhail 
duce,  and  caufe  to  ipeftatize,  j  powerfully  inftigate  thee  to 
one  of  the,  tnoft  inconfidera-  J  renounce  the  facred  charac- 
ble  chtifttanjv  had  much  bet- 1  ter  of  a  chriftian  —  hefitate 
ter  be.  condemned  to  have  I  not  to  controul  and  fubdue 
9  niillftone  fufpended  .about  j  it,  whatever  bitter  forrows  it 
his  neck, 1  and.  00  plunged  in-  j  may  caule  thee — what  are  the 
tothe  profounddl  abyts.  I  forrows  of  this  momentary 

43  Should,  therefore,  any  I  life,  tothe  anguifh  that  thole 
inveterate  habit  ftrongly  fcdi- 1  fhall  fuftain,  who  will  be  ti¬ 
ck  thee  to- abandon  thy  chriflnally  precipitated  into  inex- 
tian  principles — determine  to  I  cinguifnablc  fire  1 
eradicate  it*  whatever  difit  j  48  Where  the  impenitent 
col  ties  ■  it  may  occafion  thee  j  finner  will  be  deftroyed  by 
-—it  is  infinitely  more  eligible  I  the  moll  dire  and  excruciat- 
to  fupport  the  greateft  mi- 1  ing  torments. 

fories  of  this  life,  than  to  die  I  49  The  principles  of  the 

■ 

8  A  vumfbat  never  diet  certainly  means,  a  worm  that  will  kill  them. 

gofpcl 
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gofpel  were  defigned  to  pre¬ 
pare  men  for  the  divine  ac¬ 


ceptance,  juft  as  the  vidim 
is  prepared  by  the  fait  for  the 
ftrv'ice  of  the  altar. 

50  Suffer  not,  therefore, 
thefe  good  and  excellent  prin¬ 
ciples  to  lofe  their  original 
force  and  vigour,  but  imbibe 
the  falutary  influence  of  them 
jntoyour  minds— and  be  care¬ 
ful  to  cultivate  the  greateft 
harmony  and  concord  among 

vourfelves. 

V 

chap.  x. 

■  - 

1  T\EPARTING  from 

that  country,  he  tra¬ 
velled  to  the  remoteft  part  of 
Judea  beyond  the  river  Jor¬ 
dan,  where  great  multitudes 
retorted  to  him,  whom  he  in- 
ftrufted  as  ufual. 

2  Among  others  came  fome 
Pliarifecs,  who,  with  an  art¬ 
ful  defign  to  enfnare  him, 
afked  him.  If  divorces  were 
lawful. 

3  He  afked  them,  what 
the  law  of  Mofcs  enjoined . 
upon  this  article. 

4  Our  great  Icgiflator,  they  j 
replied,  allowed  a  man  to  re¬ 
pudiate  his  wife,  after  a  writ¬ 
ing  of  divorce  was  formally 
drawn  up  and  ligned. 

5  Jelus  faid  to  them  — 

Mofcs  enacted  this  law  from 
a  cottfcroufnefs  of  the  malig¬ 
nity  of  your  tempers,  and  to 
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I  prevent  a  train  of  dreadful 
j  evils,  which  your  implacable 
I  feverity  and  morofenefs  would 
I  other  wile  have  occafioned. 

I  6  But  when  mankind  were 
I  ortginaity  created,  God  made 
I  only  one  of  each  fex. 

I  7  And  the  focipture  feith. 
I  —In  order  to  .form  the  con- 
I  jugal  union  ftiali  a  man  leave 
j  his  parents,  and  bc  infepar- 
1  ably  conjoined  to  his  wife  3 
j  8  And  the  ibonds  of  this 
J  union  (hall  be  fo  ftti&  and  in- 
I  timate,  as  that  they  both  ihall 
I  be  con  fidered  as  only  one  foie 
I  individual  actuated  by  one 
j  foie  mind, 

I  9  Let  not  man  prefume, 

therefore,  to  difiolve  a  con- 
nefUon,  which)  the  great  God 
himfcjf  hath  formed  and  ra¬ 
tified. 

40  When  he  was  alone  in 
an.  hopfe,  the  difciples  deflred 

him  to  bh  more  explicit  with 

regard  to  the  fubjcdl  he  had 
juft  been  dilcu&ing. 

1 1  He  faid  to  them  — — 
Whoever  repudiates  his  wife 
and  marries  another  womans 
is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  adul-r 
j  tcry. 

I  12  And  whatever  woman 
;  divorces  her felf  from  her  huf- 
band  and  marries  herlelf  to 
another  man,  b  in  the  light  of 
God  an  aduhreft. 

§—13  About  this  time 
fome  perions  brought  their 
children  ro  him,  in  order  that 

he 
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lie  might  lay  hite  hands  u 

them  and  blefs  them - 

the  dii'ciples  rd proved  them 
for.  this  condu£i*  and  denied 
them  access  to  him. 

14  J efus,  when  he  perceiv¬ 
ed  it,  was  greatly  offended 
with  their  behaviour,  and  faid 
to  them— Permit  little  chil¬ 
dren  to  come  td  me,  and  de¬ 
prive  them  not  of  the  liber 
of  approaching  me — for  tho 
cintyvwhoare  pajfTriTcd  of  their 
harmless  fimplicity  and  inof 
fenfive  innocence, are  the  ge¬ 
nuine  fubjedts  of.  my  king¬ 
dom* 

15  I  declare  to  you  in  the 
moftfolemn  manner,  that  he 
who  doth  not  receiye  the  gof- 
peldifpeniationywith  the  temi- 
per  and  difpofition  of  little 
children,  will  never  be  e-* 
ffeemed  a  true,  and  worthy 

member  of  it. 

16  He  then;  folded  them 

in  his  arms— laid  his  hands 
upon  them — and  ble fled  them. 

5 — =17  As  hfe  was  travel¬ 
ling  in  the  public  road  to¬ 
wards  Jerufalem,  a  perfon  of 
diftindtion  *  advanced  up  to 
him,  and  proftrating  himfelf 
at  his  feet  faid— Good  inftruc- 
tor!  condefcend  to  acquaint 
me,  ‘  what  courfe  of  pradticc 
1  muft  purfue  in  order  to  at¬ 
tain  future  felicity. 

18  Tefus  faid  to  him— 
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What  induces  you  to  call  me 
good — that  venerable  title  can 
eflentially  belong  only  to  the 
fupreme  God. 

19  You  know  the  pre¬ 
cepts,  which  God  hath  pre- 
feribed  as  the  rules  of  duty 
for  example,  thou  (halt  not 
be  guilty  of  adultery,  of  mur¬ 
der,-  of  theft,  of  falfe  accufa- 
tion,  or  of  fraud — thou  (halt 
honour  thy  father  and  thy 
mother. 


20  He  replied 


I  have, 


Sir,  from  my  childhood,  con- 
fciencioufly  made  thefe  im¬ 
portant  commands  the  con- 
flan  t  rules  of  my  moral  con1 

dudfc. 

2 1  Jefus  receiving  this  an- 
fwer,  looked  upon  him  with 
complacency  and  love,  and 
laid---  —In  one  thing  you  arc 
ftill  defedtive — if  you  are  de- 
firoiis  to  attain  the  higheft 
pitch  of  the  moft  confummate 
excellence  and  virtue,  ga 
home,  fell  all  thy  pofleflions, 
difpenfe  the  money  arifmg 
from  the  fale  among  the  poor, 
and  become  my  faithful  and 
infeparable  companion,  chear- 
folly  fubmitting  to  the  for- 
rows  :  and  fufferings  of  this 
lift:  —  by  this  illuftrious  con- 
dudt  you  will  lecure  a  moft 
tranfeendent  and  diftinguiih- 
ed  degree  of  celeflial  bleffcd- 
nefs. 


w  Sec  the  various  le&ioju. 


22  No 
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ii  Nofooner  had  Jefus  pro-  J  27  Jefus  looking  upon  them, 
no u need  thefe  words,  but  his  |  with  an  eye  of  pity  and  com- 
countenance  was  overfpread  j  pafiion .  for  their  anxiety,  faid 
with  gloom — and  he  turned! — Humanly  fpeaking  this  is 
from  him  in  a  flood  of  grief  [  morally  impoflibie  —  but  by 
and  melancholy :  for  he  had  I  God’s  all-powerful  affiftance, 
an  itnmenfe  fortune.  1  the  very  greateft  impedi- 

il  Jefus  looking  round  jments  that  riches  lay  in 
upon  his  difciples,  faid  to  I  rnenf  road  to  Chriftianity, 
them — How  difficult  a  -thine !  may 1  be  furmounted. 
is  it  for  thofe  who  are  poflei- 1  28  Upon  this,  Peter  laid — 

fed  of  opulent  fortunes  toiWe  thy  difciples  have  reiin- 
emer  into  the  kingdom  of  i  quifhed  our  all,  and  become 
the  Mefliah  I  j  thy .  faithful  and  infeparable' 

24  Thefe  expneflions  great- 1  companions. 

ly  alarmed  and  diftrefled  the  I  29  Jefus  faid  to  him - 

difciples  *  • —  Jefus  refuming  I  There  is  no  one,  who  out  of 
his  difeourfe,  faid — My  dear  I  a  fincere  attachment  to  me 
companions !  how  extremely  j  and  to  the  gofpcl  hath  either 
difficult  is  it  for  thofe,  who  J  left  his  home,  his  brothers, 
are  inflated  with  their  fupe-  j  his  filters,  his  father,  his  mo- 
riour  wealth,  and  make  it  j  ther,  his  wife,  his  children, 
their  great  confidence  and  |  his  eftate : 
idol,  to  enter  into  the  gofpel  |  30  but  who  fhall,  even  in. 

kingdom !  J  the  4nidft  of  the  levcrcft  per* 

25  It  is  as  impoflibie  for  a  1  fccutkms  to  which  he  fhall  be¬ 

nch  man  to  enter  into  the  j  expofed  in  this  life,  enjoy  that 
kingdom  of  God,  as  it  is  fora  Iferene  fatisfaftion  and  pure 
cable  to  be  forced  through  1  tranfporting  felicity  in  his 
the  eye  of  a  needle.  I  own  mind,  as  fhall  infinitely 

26  So  ftrange  an  aflerrion  Icompenfate  for  all  the  Ioffes 
again  threw  them  i  nto  the  molt  I  he  may  fuftain  —  and  who 
painful  and  extreme  aftonilh-  I  fhall,  in  a  future  Hate,  be  raif- 
ir.ent — and  in  the  laft  amaze-  ed  to  eminent  and  diftinguilh- 
menc,  they  faid  one  to  an-  ed  happinefs. 

other— How  can  any  rich  31  For  many  to  whom  the 
man  then  ever  obtain  eternal  goipel  is  firfi  offered,  will  be 
falvation !  the  loft  to  embrace  it— and 

*  They  thought  that  if  the  rich  did  not  efpoufc  hi*  caufe,  he  would 
lave  no  kingdom  at  all. 

4  thofe 
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thofe  to  whom  it  will  be  tefl 
propolcd,  (hall  be  the  firft  in 
admitting  its  evidence. 

§**-32  As  Jefus  was  now 
advanrfngat  their  head,  in  the 
road  that  dire&iy  led  to  Je- 
ruialem,  the  profped  of  the 
calamities  they  might  pro- 
bably  very  foon  be  expofed 
to,  threw  them  into  a  dreadful 
deje&ion  and  melancholy 
Jdus  then  again  repeated  to 
his  twelve  dilciples  the  iferies 
of  miferies  io  which  he  was 
about  to  be  involved  : 

33  We  are  now  going,  faid 
he,  to  Jerulahrm,  where  rhe 
Ion  of  man  will  in  a  treache¬ 
rous  manner  be  delivered  to 
the  high  priefts  and  Scribes, 
who,  alter  they  have  fentericed 
him  to  fufier  capital  punish¬ 
ment,  will  confign  him  over 
to  the  Roman  foldiers, 

34  who  will  treat  him  With 
every  wanton  indignity— Ipit 
upon  him*— mangle  his  body 

with  fcourges— and  publick- 
ly  execute  him  —  But  on  the 
third  day  he  (hall  rile  from  his 
grave. 

§ — 35  The  two  fensi  of 
Zebedee,  James  and  John, 
then  approached  him  in  a  Ap¬ 
plicant  manner,  begging  he 
would  deign  to  bellow  a  fa¬ 
vour  they  were  going  to  io- 
licit. 

3  6  He  alked  them,  what 
it  was  they  were  lb  definhis 
to  obtain  of  him. 
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37  They  faid  to  him 
Pleafe  to  advance  us  two  to 
the  firft  honours  in  that  grand 
and  magnificent  kingdom* 

which  you  are  IpeediJy  to  e- 
rcd. 

38  Jefus  laid  to  them  — 
You  know  not  what  you  are 
requefting— Can  you  drink 
that  bitter  cup  which  1  am 
loon  to  drink,  and  fuftain 
:  thofe  dreadful  fufferings  which 
1  ihall  ihortly  undergo  ? 

39  We  are  able  to  do  this* 
they  replied  —  Jefus  faid 
You  will  in  this  life,  indeed, 
like  your  mafter,  be  immerf- 
ed  in  lorrow  and  perfect 
tion: 

40  but  the  moft  elevated 
polls  in  my  kingdom  are  not 
m  my  difpotal  - —  they  will  be 
confered  by  my  Father 
on  thofe,  whom  fuperiour 
virtue  entitles  to  fuch  iltuf- 
trious  honours. 

41  When  the  other  ten 
heard  the  pecition,  which 
thefe  two  had  prefered  to 
Jelus,  they  conceived  very 
violent  refentment  againil 
them  for  their  bafe  clandc- 
lUne  endeavours  to  fupplant 
them. 

42  Jefus  then,  calling  the 
body  of  his  dilciples  together, 
laid  to  them  —  The  princes 
and  fovereigns  among  the 
Heathens ,  you  know,  role 
their  fubjeds  in  an  ablolute 

and 
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and  arbitrary  manner — andi 
among  thefe  nations,  thofe 
are  moll  revered,  whole  am¬ 
bition  hath  fecured  them  the 
greateft  extent  of  defpotic 


power. 

a  2  But 


■for  he  that  is 


among  you 

ambitious  of  the  higheft  ho¬ 
nours  in  tny  kingdom,  lhali 
obtain  them  only  by  iuperi- 
our  and  more  diftinguilhed 
decrees  of  meeknefs  and  con- 
delcenfion. 

44  And  he,  who  is  defir- 
ous  to  be  the  greateft  in  pre¬ 
ferment,  lhail  be  the  greateft 
in  humility. 

45  For  the  fon  of  man  did 
not  a (Tu me  human  nature  to 
eilablilh  a  fplendid  court  to 
minifter  to  him  all  the  foft 
pleafures  of  earthly  luxury 

and  gratification— but  to  de¬ 
mean  himfelf  to  the  humbleft 
offices,  in  order  to  benefit 
the  human  race— and  to  fur- 
render  up  his  life  to  ierve 
their  beft  interefts. 

§ — 46  As  he  was  going  out 
of  Jericho,  accompanied  by  his 

fiilciples  and  a  numerous 
multitude,  it  happened  that 
the  blind  Ion  of  Timseus  was 
lining  and  begging  on  the 
fide  of  the  road,  along  which 
he  palled. 

47  As  foon  a;  he  heard 
that  Jefus  of  Nazareth  was 
coming,  he  began  to  cry  out 
with  great  vehemence— O  Je- 

5 


fus,  Ion  or  DiVid  1  pity  my 
condition ! 

48  Several,  difturbed  with 
his  clamours,  reproved  him, 
and  commanded  him  to  be 
filenc— but  thefe  rebukes  on¬ 
ly  ilerved  to  iacrcalc  his  vocir 
feratlon— he  ftill  repeating 
Ion  of  David  pity  me  ! 

49  Jefus  then  flopped  and 
ordered  him  to  be  called  — 
they  went  and  told  the  blind 
man,  faying  to  him— rife,  be 
confident  of  iuccefs, for  becotn- 
mands  you  to  come  to  him. 

50  He  inftantly  ftarted  up 
—  threw  off  his  upper  gar¬ 
ment— and  hafted  to  Jefus. 

51  He  alked  him  what  fa- 
voyr,he  lblicited  with  fuch  ve¬ 
hemence— The  blind  man 
anfwered — — O  Sir,  to  be  re- 
ftorqd  to  my  fight ! 

52  Jcfusfaid  tohito— Thy 
confidence  in  my  power  hath 
effected  thy  cure— He  imme¬ 
diately  faw  every  thing  dif- 
tin&ly,  and  joined  the  crowd 
that  followed  Jefus. 


CHAP.  XI. 

1  tT7 HEN  they  were  now 
VV  advanced  within  a 
very  little  diftaoce  fromtheca- 
pital,  over  againft  Bethphage 
and  Bethany  fituated  at  the 
foot  of  mount  Olives,  he  cal¬ 
led  two  of  his  -difciples, 

2  and  laid  to  them  —Go 
into  the  village  that  is  oppo- 

fite 
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fire  us,  and  juft  as  you  enter  I  from  the  adjoining  trees,  and 
it  you  will  lee  a  young  ais  ti- 1  fcattering  them  along  the 
ed-  —  loofe  it  and  bring  it  to  I  way. 
me,  I  9  And  the  vail  crowds  that 

3  And  if  any  Ihould  alk  I  advanced  before  him,  and 
you  by  whofe  order  you  take  I  thofe  that  compoled  his  train, 
it  away,  tell  him  that  your  J  pierced  the  air  with  their  joy* 
mafter  hath  occafton  for  it,  j  nil  acclamations,  (homing, 
and  he  will  diimil's  you  with-  I  Hofannah! — Blefied  is  he  who 
out  any  further  moleftation.  j  comes  invefted  with  the  pow- 
•  4  They  went,  therefore,  er  of  the  great  God ! 
and  found  a  young  als  at  the  I  to  For  ever  glorious  be 
entrance  of  the  village  tied  to  |  the  kingdom  which  is  going 
a  door — which  they  immedi-  j  to  be  eretted  under  the  au* 
ately  looted.  j  Ibices  of  our  great  progenitor 

5  Some  people,  who  were  I  David !  May  all  the  heaven- 

ftanding  there,  feeing  two  I  iy  powers  for  ever  crown  it 
llrangers  a<5t  in  this  manner,  j  with  profperity  and  fuccefs ! 
laid  to  them— what  bufinefs  I  i  r  Entering  in  this  trium* 
have  you  to  take  away  the  I  phant  manner  into  the  city, 
colt  ?  I  he  went  dire&ly  to  the  tem- 

6  Upon  their  making  the  I  pie— where  after  having  ta- 

reply  which  Jefus  had  order-  j  ken  an  accurate  lurvey  of  e- 
ed  them  to  make,  they  were  j  very  thing,  he  went  back  in 
fullered  to  depart  with  it  un-  J  the  evening  with  his  difciples 
difturbed.  j  to  Bethany. 

7  Having  brought  the  j  1 2  On  his  return  from  Be- 

colt  to  Jefus,  and  laid  their  J  thany  to  the  city  the  next 
upper  garments  upon  it,  he  j  morning,  he  felt  keen  tenla- 
mounted.  j  tions  of  hunger. 

8  Upon  which,  great  num-  j  13  And  deferying  at  fome 
bers  fpread  the  public  road  ]  diftance  from  the  road  a  fig 
with  their  upper  garments  j  tree,  covered  with  thick  ver- 
while  others  were  employed  I  dant  leaves,  he  walked  up  to 
in  cutting  verdant  branches  I  it,  in  hopes  of  finding  fruit, 

» 

y  This  affectionate  refpeCt  and  reverence  was  paid  to  Cato.  “  When 
Cato’s  expedition  was  ended,  he  was  efcorted  not  only  with  the  caflo- 
mary  prailes  and  acclamations,  but  with  tears  and  the  tendered  endear¬ 
ments,  t/747<0H’T«lV  T<6  l (Junta.  Tttf  Vtft*  *  Caftan*  mat 
Tur  T&f  avTttK^ATofor  oA/yo/f  [aoKh  jt»/bv  et  7*7i  Pi* 

ftant*  Plutarch  Cato  Jun.  1402!  Steph. 

as 
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■ 

as  the  time  for  gathering  1  fraicjl  to  execute  their  fangui- 
fcgs  was  not  yet  come— -but  1  nary  purpoles,  as  he  was  io. 
he  found  nothing  but  a  fair  I  universally  careifed  and  adefr- 
and  flour ifliing  foliage.  I  cd  by  the  populace  for  the  fub- 

14  Upon  this  dilappoint- 1  limity  of  his  dodrines. 

roent  Jcl'us  faid  to  the  fig  I  §—19  In  the  evening  he 
tree,  in  the  audience  of.  his  I  retired  out  of  the  city, 
difciples  —  Mayeft  thou  ne- 1  20  And  the  next  morning 

ver  bear  more !  I  as  the  difciples  were  patting 

15  Arriving  at  the  city,  I  by  the  fig  tree,  they  pcrceiv- 
Jtfus  entered  into  the  temple,  I  ed  that  it  was  entirely  faded 
and  ejected  out  of  it  all  thofe  I  and  withered. 

whom  he  found  buying  and  j  2 1  Upon  which  Peter  in- 
felling  within  its  iacred  pre- 1  ftantly  recollecting  the  lace 

clncts - he  overturned  the  I  adiori  of  Jefus,  faid  to  him— 

tables  of  thofe  bankers  who  J  See,  Sir,  the  fig  tree  which 
gave  to  ftrangers  Jcwilh  coin  j  thou  curledft,  how  totally  it 
in  exchange  for  foreign,  and  I  is  dried  and  blafted ! 
threw  down  the  flails  of  thofe  j  22  Jefus  faid  to  them 
who  fold  doves  for  the  facri-  Repofe  an  entire  and  unre- 
fices.  ]  ferved  confidence  in  the  pow- 

i€  Nor  would  he  .fufferlerof  God. 
any  perfon  to  carry  a  veiTel  j  23  For  I  folemnly  af- 
through  the  courts  of  the  tem- 1  fure  you,  that  if  any  of  you 
pie.  I  Ihould  command  that  moun- 

1 7  For  doth  not,  faid  he,  j  tain  to  defeend  from  its  bafe 

the  feripture  exprefsly  fay,  J  and  roll  into  the  ocean,  if  at 
that  my  houfe  (hall  be  folely  j  the  fame  time  you  did  not 
appropriated  as  a  place  of  re-  befitate  concerning  the  extent 
iigious  worfhip  for  the  de-  j  of  the  divine  power,  but  were 
vout  of  all  nations  r* — but  ye  j  firmly  perfuaded  that  it  would 
have  converted  it  into  a  com- J  be  accomplilhed — his  mari- 
mon  receptacle  for  thieves  and  I  date  Ihould  be  obeyed, 
cheats.  I  24  And  whatever  favour  you 

18  The  high  priefts  and  j  folicit  at  the  throne  of  mercy. 

Scribes,  hearing  of  the  autho-|  requifite  to  promote  the  fuc- 
ritative  manner  in  which  he  j  cefs  of  the  golpcl,  firmly  be¬ 
aded,  held  a  confultation,  in  I  lieve  that  you  (hall  obtain  it, 
which  it  was  unanimoufiy  re- 1  and  lhall  you  not  be  repulfed. 
folved  that  he  Ihould  be  put  1  25  But  remember,  when 

to  death — but  they  were  a-  J  you  addrefs  the  fupreme  Be- 

Vol.  I.  I  L  ing. 
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tngj  to  erafe  from  your  breaft 
all  rcfcntments  againft  your 

fellow-creatures,  and  gene- 
roufly  to  forgive  them  5  in  or¬ 
der  that  your  heavenly  father 
may  extend  his  forgiveneis  to 
you. 

2  6  For  if  you  do  not  en¬ 
ter  upon  your  folemn  devo¬ 
tions  with  a  difpofition  to  for¬ 
give  thofc  who  have  offended 
you,  God  will  not  forgive  the 
crimes  and  offences,  which 
you  have  committed  againft 
him. 

§ — ‘2j  When  he  came  the 
fecond  time  to  JerufaJem,  as 
he  was  walking  in  the  temple 
the  high  priefts,  the  Scribes, 
and  the  magiftrates  came: up 
to  him  in  a  body, 

2  8  and  faid- — ^Inform  us 

♦  • 

what  authority  thou  haft  to 
aft  in  this  public  manner,  and 
from  whom  thou  deriveft 
thine  authority  ? 

29  Jefus  laid  to  them 
Let  me  firft  ptopofe  to  you  a 
queftion,  which  if  you  re- 
folve,  I  will  not  fail  to  ac¬ 
quaint  you  by  what  authori¬ 
ty  I  aft. 

30  Was  the  baptifm  of 
John  of  divine  appointment 

merely  an  human  con¬ 
trivance  ? 

31  Having  agitated  this 
for  ibmc  time,  they  faid  one 
to  another*— if  we  tell  him 
=that  John  afted  by  a  divine 
commiJEon,  he  wiU  directly 


reply — why  did  not  you  then 
acknowledge  his  prophetic 
charafter  ? 

3  2  But  fhould  we  fay,  that 
John's  miniftry  was  a  mere 
human  contrivance— -we  ex- 
pofe  ourfelves  to  the  outrage 
of  the  populace,  who  univer- 
fally  efteem  John  as  a  molt 
illuftrious  prophet. 

33  They  told  Jefus,  there¬ 
fore,  chat  they  really  did  not 
know  whether  John  had  a  di¬ 
vine  commiflion  or  no — He 
replied,  I  will  alfo  decline 

giving  you  any  fatis faction 
concerning  that  authority  by 
which  I  a 
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CHAP.  XII. 

HE  then  recited  to  them 
the  following  fable 
A  gentleman  planted  a 
vineyard,  and  furrounded  it 
with  a  ftrong  fep.ee — he  alfo 
fumifhed  it  with  an  appara¬ 
tus  for  preparing  the  juice, 
and  eretted  a  caftie  for  its  de- 
— — ‘and  as  foon  as  he 


fence . 

had  employed  a  number  of 
hufbandmen  to  drefc  it,  he  fee 
out  on  his  travels  into  a  fo¬ 
reign  country. 

2  At  the  time  of  vintage 
hefent  over  one  of  his  fervants 
to  receive  from  the  hulband- 
men  the  produce  of  his  vine¬ 
yard. 

3  But  he  had  no  fooner  de¬ 
livered  his  limiter's  orders, 

than 
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than  they  fell  upon  him*  beat  |  others  to  cultivate  his  vine- 
him  in  art  unmerciful  manner,  j  yard. 

and  lent  him  away  empty.  j  to  Do  not  you  remember, 

4  He  fent  another  fervanc,  I  faid  Jefys,  the  foliQwingpaf- 
whom  they  received  with  a  [  fagoof  facred  fcripture— The 
volley  of  ftones  difcharged  at  t  front,  which  the  builders  re - 
iiis  head,  which  cut  and  j  je&ed,  is  become  the  grand 
mangled  him  in  a  dangerous  j  corner  ftone,  to  unite  and 
manner — and  in  this  dreadful  I  confolidate  the  two  Tides  of 
condition  they  turned  him  out  I  the  edifice. 

of  the  vineyard.  I  1 1  An  eyent  brought  a- 

5  A  third  whom  he  after-  j  bout  by  divine  appointment, 
wards  lent,  they  murdered—  and  Worthy  to  excite  ouf 

and  a  great  many  others  whom  j  higheft  aftonifhment, 

he  continued  to  fend,  they  |  § — 12  They  foon  found 
either  cruelly  beat  or  afiafli-  I  that  he  had  intended  this  fable 
nated.  to  be  applicable  to  themielves 

6  This  gentleman  having  — » ■  ■■which  incenfed  them,  to 
a  fon,  the  objedt  of  all  hjs  J  that  degree  that  they  imme- 
fondeft  affeftions,  deterjrtin-  j  diately  left  him,  and  dejibc- 
cd,  iaft  of  all  to  fend  him,  |  rated  how  they  might  appre- 
faying — Surely  they  will  not  J  hend  him — ‘but  they  dreaded 
dare  to  offer  any  indignities  I  the  fury  of  the  populace. 

to  my  fon  1  I  1 3  In  confequeftce  of  their 

7  But  thefe  mifereants  no  j  determined  refolution,  they 
fooner  perceived  him,  but  I  employed  fome  of  the  Pha- 
they  cried  out  in  ecftacy  —  j  rifees  and  Herodians  to  go 
This  is  the  heir !  come  let  us  and  enfnare  him  in  a  conte- 

1  4  /  * 

mftantly  murder  him,  and  rcnck, 

ieize  upon,  his  eftate!  14  Thefe  perfbns  came  to 

8  That  moment  they  all  him  and  ad d rejfled  him  in  the 

rufhed  upon  him — murdered  following  manner  —  iliultri- 
him — and  threw  his  mangled  ous  teacher !  we  are  perfuad- 
body  over  the  fence.  ed  that  thou  haft  a  confcien- 

J  »  «  ♦ 

9  Now  what  puniflimenr  tious  regard  for  truth,  and 
will  the  proprietor  of  the  that  it  is  not  in  the  power  of 
vineyard  inflift  upon  thefe  man  to  compel  thee  to  be- 
w retches?  —  they  replied—  tray  it ,  for  thou  delivered 
Moil  certainly  he  will  put  them  divine  inftru&ion  with  a  (in¬ 
to  death  by  the  nioft  cxcru-  cere  probity  and  undaunted 
dating  torments,  and  employ  freedom  of  mind,  without 

*  La  any 
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any  fervile  regard  to  the  ter- 
rours  or  applauds  of  the 
world — declare  to  us,  there¬ 
fore,  your  fentimems,  whe¬ 
ther  it  is  lawful  for.  the  Jews 
to  ■  pay  tribute  to  the  Roman 
emperour  ? 

15  He,  confeious  of  their 
deep  diftim  ulacjon,  faid  to 
them-—— "Why  do  you  thus 
artfully  endeavour  to  draw 
me  into  a  fnarc?,— rLet  me 
fee  a  denarius.  . 

16  They  brought  him  one 
«fi—  He  laid — Whole  head  and 
legend  is  this?  —They tan- 
f we  red,  Cafar’s. 

17  He  then  faid  to  them 
Pay  to  the  Roman  emp$- 

rour  what  he  juftly  claims, 
and  to  God  the  duties  he  re¬ 
quires— They  went  away  a- 
ftonilhed  at  an  anfwer  fo  wife 
and  cautious. 

§ — 18  After,  this  the 
Sadducecs,  who  deny  a  fu¬ 
ture  Rate,  came  and  propofed 
fo  him  the  following  queftion. 

19  Our' great  legillator  ap- 
pointed,  that  when  an  elder 
brother  dies  without  children, 
his  younger  brother  fhall  mar-, 
ry  his  widow,  in  order  to 
perpetuate  the  name  pf  the 
deceafed. 

20  Now  there  was  amongft 
us  a  remarkable  and  well 
known  cafe — -There  were  fe- 
ven  brothers— the  elded  of 

whom  married  and  died  ch'ild- 

lefs. 


21  The  fecond  and  third 
aUo  married,  but  left  no  chil¬ 
dren.  . 

22  In  fhort,  {he  married 
in  fucceflion  all  the  {even 
brothers,  and  furvived  them. 

23  We  {hould  be  clad, 

therefore,  you  would  inform 
us,  which  of  thefe  feven  bro¬ 
thers  {hall  have  her  to  wife 
in  a  future  date. 

24  Jcfus  faid  to  them  — 
You  are  in  this  point  guilty 
of  a  mod  egregious  and.  fatal 
miftake,  arifing  from  your 
ignorance  of  the  feripturer, 
and  of  the  extent  of  the  di¬ 
vine  power. 

25  For  in  a  future  date 
the  human  race  will  no  lon¬ 
ger  be  propagated— for  men 
will  be  there  endowed  with 
immortality  like  the  angels. 

26  And  with  regard  to  a 
future  exidence—  have  you 
never  attended  to  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  thole  words,  which 
Mods  heard  God  folemnly 
pronounce  out  of  the  bulh — 
“  I  am  the  God  of  Abraham, 
the  God  of  Ifaac,  the  God  of 
)  acob,”  . 

27  A  fufficient  demonftra- 
tion  of  a  future  date  —  fince 
God  is  not  the  governour  of 
dead  infcnfible  matter,  but 
qf  confeious  intelligence  — 
You  are,  therefore,  guilty  of 
a  mod  dreadful  and  perni¬ 
cious  errour. 


^  S 


clergy 
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clergy  who  was  prefent  at  this  this  fenfible  and  intelligent 
conference,  being  greatly  anfwer,  viewed  him  with 
pleafed  with  the  juftnefs  and  looks  of  affedHon  and  love, 
ioiidity  of  this  reply,  advanc-  and '  faid  —  The  difpofkions 
ed  up  to  him,  and  afkcd  him,  you  diicover  would  in  no 

Which  was  the  moftimpor-.;  long  time  make  you  a  convert 

tant  of  all  the  divine  com-  to  the  goipel—From  this  time 
mands  ?  all  dfc Med  from propoff n  g  any 

29  Jefus  anfwered  -—The  more  queftions  to  him. 

primary  and  rooft  capital  pre-  § — 25  As  Jefus  was  teach- 

cepts  are  two — the  firjl  is —  ing  the  people  in  the  tern- 
that  we  acknowledge  one  lu-  pie,  he  laid  —  Whatfbunda- 
preme  God,  don  have  the  Jewifh  clergy 

30  and  ferve  him  with  the  for  aflerting  that  the  Median 

moft  genuine  fincerity,  and ;  muft  be  the  fon  of  David, 
the  pureft  and  jbblixneft  af-i  36  Since  David  himfelf, 
fetlion  :  when  under  the  divine 

31  and  the  ficoni — that  we  tus^  esqirefsiy  faith  —1  “  The 
Should  love  our  neighbour  as  fupreme  Jehovah  faid  to  my 
ourfelves — There  is  no  other  Lord,  Sit  thou  at  my  right 
precept  fuperior  to  thefe  two  hand ’rill  I  have  totally  fub- 
in  excellence  and  importance,  jedled  all  my  foes.*' 

32  The  clergyman  faid  to  37  You  fee  David  himfelf 

him  —  You  (me  given.  Sir,  calls  rhe  Mefiiah  his  Lord — r 
the  only  true  and  proper  an-  in  what  fenfe,  therefore,  is  he 
liver  to  my  queftion — for  in-  his  fon— An  immenfe  multi- 
deed  there  is  only  one  fu-  tude  being  here  colle&ed  gave 
preme  God  >  a  pleated  attention  to  his  dif- 

33  and  to  love  this  excel-  courfes, 

kni  and  amiable  Iking  with  §  —  38  Among  other,  in¬ 
ti  pure,  generous,  and  ,con-  ftfuftions  he  gave  them  the 
ttant  affection,  and  to  exprels  following  admonition  —  Be 
in  all  our  actions  the  greaieft  ever  cautious  of  being  duped 
benevolence  to  all  our  fellow-  and  deceived  by  the  hypo- 
men,  is  of  more  incrinfic  im-  crify  of  the  Scribes— who  afr 
porrance,  and  a  fervice  more  feflt  to  walk,  in  their  long 
acceptable  to  the  Deity  than  gowns  with  fuefa  demure  fo- 
all  the  pompous  offerings  and  lemnity,  and  who  are  intoxi- 
expt-nfive  lacrifices  in  the  cated  by  the  fervile  reverence 
world.  that  is  paid  them  by  the  fu? 

34  Jefus,  charmed  with  perftitious  crowds. 

1  L  3  39  Who 
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39  Who  'drive  to  gratify 
their  pride  by  !  getting  the 
beft  feats  in'  places  of  pub¬ 
lic  worlhip,  and  the  mod  ho¬ 
nourable  places  at  all  public 
entertainments, 

40  Who  with  unfeeling 

cruelty  deprive  the  widow 
and  orphan  of  their  juft  pro¬ 
perty  —  and  yfet  cover  this 
tnercilefe  bppreffion  and 
wickedftefs  With  a  mafle  of 
fuperiout  fanftity  and  extra¬ 
ordinary  devotion - Up¬ 

on  thefe  hypocrites  Gdd  kill 
inflift  the  moft  dreadful  pu- 
pifhments. 

.  4*  Jtspt  after  this 

fitting  Oyer-againft  rthe  Trea 
fury,  obfervea  how  the  people 
came  and  put  in  their  chari¬ 
table  contributions  to  pious 
ptes-^-rhany  Opulent  perjons 
gave  very  coftfidtrable  fums. 

44  Among  others,  he  few 
a  poor,  widow  come  and  put 
in  two  fin  all  pieces  of  money, 

both  amounting  in  value  only 

to  a  farthing, 

43  Obfervmg  this,  he  cal- 
led  Hts  difciples  and  feiq 
|  aflure  you,  that  poor  to : 
tnan  hath  done  a  greater  ad 
pf  .charity  than .  all  who  have 
hitherto  contributed. 

424  For  all  the  others  have 
given  but  a  very  inconfider- 
able  proportion  out  of  their 
*ange -fortunes. -i-  but  this!  in¬ 
digent  charitable  creature  hath 


°f  J 
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chearfully  thrown  in 
(he  had  in  the  world. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

k  A  S  he  was  going  out  of 
**  the  temple,  one  of  his 

difciples  faid  to  him  —  See, 
Sir,  what  a  magnificent  pile 
this  is!  and  what  immenfe 
ftones  there  are  in  it ! 

2  Jcfus  faid  to  him  —  Do 
you  admire  this  vaft  and  fu- 
perb  ftrudure  ?  —  It  (hall  be 
to  totally  demolifhed,  that 
there  fhall  not  be  left  one 
Hone  ftandipg  upon  another! 

3  Alarmed  at  thefe  words, 
Peter,  James,  John,  and  An¬ 
drew  came  to  him  privately, 
as  he  was  fitting  on  the  mount 
of  Olives,  which  was  diredly 
oppofite  the  temple, 

4  and  afked  him,  when  all 

thefedrpadiful  calamities  would 
happen,  and  from  what  cir- 
cumftances  they  might  prog- 
nofticate  their  approach. 

5  Jefusfaidto  them — Take 
heed  of  being  feduged  by  any 
man  into  fatal  errours. 

6  For  many  impoftors  will 
publkkly  appear  and  affume 
my  chafader,  folemnly  de¬ 
claring  themfelves  the  Mef- 
fiah-^and  wifi  deceive  great 

numbers. 

7  And  when  you  hear  of 
dreadful  battles  and  bloody 

wars,  let  not  thefe  reports 

ftrike 
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ftrike  you  with  terrour  —  for  |  thoughts  concerning:  what  a- 
mankind  will  be  harrafled  J  pology  you  fhatt  offer  —  but 
with  thefe  horrid  evils  before  1  (peak  with  undaunted  free- 
the  deftruftion  of  this  city  |  dorti  in  the  criGs  of  your  dan- 
and  temple  enfue.  Jger  whatever  lhall  then  be 

8  For  one  country  will  |  fuggefted  to  you— rfor.the  dc- 

commence  hoftilicies  againft  j  fence  you  will  then  be  able 
another  —  one  kingdom  in- 1  to  make  will  not  be  the  effort 
vade  and  depopulate  another  j  of  human  wildotn,  but  the 
—  and  many  regions  will  be  I  dictates  of  the  hojy  fpirit. 
lhaken  by  earthquakes,  or  in- 1  12  Such  an  implacable  ear 

felled  by  famine  and  the  other  I  mitkr  will  be  conceived  againft 
devaftations  of  war  — -  Thefe  I  your  profeflion,  that  even  a 
evils  are  but  the  forerunners  I  father  will  deliver  up  to  death 
of  the  great  tleftru&ion.  J  his  own  fon  — *  one  brother 

9  But  amidft  thefe  public  j  murder  another— rand  chilr 
troubles  be  careful  to  main- 1  dren  imbrue  their  hands  in 
tain  your  integrity — for  they  j  their  parents*  blood. 

will  drag  you  before  theirl  15  And  on  account  of  voux 
courts  of  judicature  —  You  principles  you  will  be  held  in 
will  be  cruelly  fcourged  in  almoft  univerfal  deteftation 
their  public  aflemblies — and  and  abhorrence — But  he  who 
for  your  unihaken  attachment  furvives  thefe  perlccutions? 
to  my  religion,  you  will  be  and  is  living  when  thefe  ca- 
brought  before  heathen  go-  lamities  lhall  involve  the  land 
vernours  and  princes — where  of  Judea,  lhall  be  refeued 
you  will  have  an  opportunity  fnqm  the  general  deftru&ion. 
of  vindicatin  g  your  principles  1 4  With  regard  to  the  figns 
and  profeffion.  that  lhall  precede  this  great 

10  But  before  the  diXXblu-  event,  remember  that  when 

tion  of  the  Jewilh  govern-  you  fee  thofe  idolatrous  ar- 
mcot  happen,  the  gofpcl  will  mies,.  mentioned .  in  Daniel’s 
be  propagated  into  all  na-  prophecy  ( which  every  reader 
tions.  ought  attentively  to  confidcr) 

1 1  When  they  hail  you,  how-  w^ich  have  fprtad  luch  ha- 
ever,  before  their  tribunals,  vock  and  deflation  in  the 
be  not  diftrefled  with  anxious  univerfe  %  fixing  their  ftan- 

1  dards 


1  What  dreadful  bavack  -tad  dtfilatian  the  Roman*  made  among  man¬ 
kind  i>  fulficiently  apparent  from  this  paffage  in  Ptljbitu.  “  When  the 
Homans  took  cities  by  ftorm,  they  not  only  put  all  lute  men  to  the  Iword, 

L  4  but 
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dnrds  round  the  holy  city  —  vock  to  be  of  any  confidcr- 
then  let  all  the  Chriftians  who  able  duration,  the  whole 
are  in  Judea,  haden  to  the  Jewifli  nation  would  be  to* 

mountains.  tally  extinft  —  but,  for  the 

15  He,  who  happens  then  fake  of  the  pious  and  finccre, 
to  be  on  the  houfc  top,  let  God  hath  (norcened  the  pe- 
him  not  flay  to  go  into  his  riod  of  this  terrible  devafta- 
houfe  or  take  any  thing  out  tion. 

of  it,  but  defeefcd,  with  the1  2 1  In  thefe  diftrefling  times 

utmoft  precipitation,  down  if  any  one  fhall  tell  you - 

the  ftairs  on  the  outfide.  The  Mefliah  is  now  In  fuch  a 

16  He  who  is  then  work-  place: — give  him  not  the  leaft 
ing  in  the  fields,  let  him  not  I  credit.  ' 

go  back  to  fetch  his  deaths b.  I  22  For  great  numbers  will 

17  JSeyond  exprcflion  pii- 1  then  aflume  the  character  of 

fcrable’ will  be  the  condition  I  the  Meffiah,  and  of  infpired 

of  thole,  whofe  flight  will  j  prophets,  and  will  exhibit 
then  be  impeded  or  prevent- 1  fuch  furprifing  feats  and  pro- 
ed  by  advanced  pregnancy^  or i digies, :  as  to  irnpofe  even  up- 
the  incumbrance  of  fuckling  1  on  chriftians  themlelves. 
infants,  I  23  Be  cautious,  therefore, 

1 8  Fervently  beg  of  God  I  of  being  feduced  by  them — 
thdt  this  your  halty  retreat  I  Confide*  all  the  admonitions, 
may  npt  happen  during,  the  I  that  I  have  now  fo  minutely 
rigour  and  inclemency  of  the  I  given  you. 

winter.  J  2 4  After  the  city  and  land 

19  For  the  calamities  and  I  of  Judea  are  overwhelmed  in 
miferies  of  that  time  will  be  I  this  deftru&ion,  the  fun  fhall 
more  dreadful  and  horrible  j  be  fhrouded  in  midnight  d  ark  - 
than  anv  that  have  ever  cfc- 1  nefs — the  moon  fhall  be  one 

¥  V 

curred  fince  the  creation  of  I  great  blank  in  the  firmament, 
the  world,'  or  will  ever  hap-  J  2 5 The  ftars  fhall  drop  from 
pen  again  to  its  final  difiolu-  J  their  fpheres,'  and  all  the  hea- 
tion.  I  vcnly  powers  be  fhook  and 

20  And  fhould  the  provi-  j  difiurbed  by  the  moft  violent 
dence  of  God  permit  this  ha*  I  concuffions. 

hat  even  cut  the  dogs  in  piece#, ,  sod  hewed  off  the  limbs  of  every  other 
living  creature  they  found,  there.*  Polyb.  p.  820.  Edit.  Gronev.  How 

much  is  the  world  indebted  to'  Chnftianity  for  humanizing  the  difpofttious 

of  mankind!- 

♦ 

k  Nqdus  ara,  fere  nudutr-Qeorg,  i.  298. 

2 6  Then 

A 
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26  Then  (halt  the  Mefiiah  deftru£fcion,  is  unknown  to  the 

be  feen  riding  on  the  cloud?  angels,'  to  the  Ion  *,  to  every 
arrayed  in  mat  chiefs  glory,  being  in  the  univerie,  except 
and  triumphing  in  the  molt  the  one  fupremc  Father  of 
magnificent  pomp :  •  all. 

27  who  will  difpatch  his  33  Be  ever  cautious,  vigi- 

minifters  to  make  converts  lant,  and  fervent  in  your  cle¬ 
an  d  form  focieties  of  chrif-  votions  to  God—— for  you 
tians  in  every  region  and  know  not  when  this  dire  ir- 
clime  under  heaven.  ruption  (hall  happen. 

28  Tiie  fig  tree  reads  you  34  For  as  a  gentleman  a- 

a  leffon  of  uieful  inftruftion  bout  to  yifit  a  foreign  coun- 
with  regard  to  this  great  e-  try,  ^referibes  at  his  departure 
vent— —When  it  puts  forth  I  to  his  faithful  fervants  their 
tender  (hoots  and  opening  I  refpe£fcive  employments— en- 
1  eaves,  you  with  rifing  plea- 1  joins  upon  them  prudence  and 
lure  conclude  the  approach  j  diligence — and  orders  his  do- 
of  fummer.  I  meftics  to  live  in  continual 

29  In  like  manner  do  ye,  [expectation  of  his  rerarn; 

when  you  obferve  the  leveral  I  35  This  fame  unremitting 
phenomena,  which  I  have  fo  I  watchfulnefs  I  inculcate  up- 
diftin&ly  enumerated,  infer  J  on  you  —  for  you  know  not 
that  the  great  ddiru&ion  is  j  in  what  particular  hour  of 
at  hand.  j  the  night  the  mailer  of  the 

30  Let  me  allure  you  that  |  houie  may  fuiprife  you. 

the  prefent  race  of  men  lhall  j  36  Be  cautious,  therefore, 
not  be  deceafed,  before  all  I  left  at  the  fudden  advent  of 
thefe  my  predictions  are  fully  j  your  Lord  you  be  found  funk 
accomplifbed.  |  in  fupine  negligence  and  re- 

3 1  Sooner  lhall  heaven  and  I  pofe. 

earth  be  annihilated,  than  my  j  37  The  advice,  therefore, 
words  not  be  verified.  I  which  I  would  have  you  and 

32  But  on  what  day,  or  in  jail  Chriftians  principally  to 
what  particular  feafon  of  the  regard  on  this  occafion,  is  — 
year,  the  city  and  nation  lhall  J  be  vigilant. 

be  immerfed  in  this  deluge  of  I 

0 

1  Hu**  atipiTifiiat*  yi»&,  xJ'’  m  'ir*TpH, 
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CHAP.  XIV. 

i  TT  was  now  only  two  days 

*  to  the  paiffover,  which 
were  employed  by  the  high 
priefts  -and  Scribes  in  anxious 
deliberations  by  what  artifice 
they  might  get  him  into  their 
power)  and  put  him  to  death. 

2  They  refolved,  however, 
not  to  execute  their  defigns 
in  the  approaching  feftival, 

for  fear  the  populace  Ihould 
rife  and  refcue  him. 

3  Some  time  before  this, 
as  he  was  at  Bethany,  fitting 
at  table  in  the  houfe  or  one 
Simon,  whom  he  had  cured  of 

4  * 

leprofy  —  a  woman  came  lip 
to  him,  having  in  her  hand 
an  alabaftcr  box  b  full  of  per¬ 
fume  of  an  immenle  value, 
which  Ihe  ibook  %  and  pour¬ 
ed  upon  his  head. 

4  The  conduct  of  this  wo¬ 
man  excited  the  indignation 
of  Several  who  were  prefent, 
who  faid  one  to  another—*— 
What  end  can  fuch  extrava¬ 
gance  anfwer ! 

5  This  box  of  perfume,  in¬ 
stead  of  being  thus  prodigally 
wafted,  might  have  been  fold 
for  above  three  hundred  de¬ 
narii,  and  have  relieved  many 
poor  diftrefied  families  » 


They  feverely  reproved  her, 

therefore,  for  her  indifcre- 
tion. 

6  But  J efus  faid  to  them — 
Dilmifs  her  unmolefted— why 
are  your  refentments  fo  vio¬ 
lent  againft  her  ?  —  fhe  hath 
performed  a  pious  and  affec¬ 
tionate  office  towards  me. 

7  For  you  will  always  have 
among  you  objects  of  com¬ 
panion,  whom  you  may  cha¬ 
ritably  relieve  whenever  you 
are  difpofcd — but  my  ft  ay  a- 
mong  you  will  be  but  of  very 
fiiort  continuance. 

8  She  hath  benevolently 
(bowed  me  all  the  refpeft  it 
was  in  her  power  to  demon- 
ftrate— for  this  expence  that 
fhe  hath  now  lavifhed  upon 
me  I  regard  as  funeral  ho- 

o 

nours  paid  to  me. 

9  Be  affured  that  in  all  the 
countries  of  the  univerfe  where 
the  gofpel  (hail  be  propagat¬ 
ed,  this  beneficent  aftion  that 
(he  hath  done  to  me,  (hall  be 
recounted  to  her  everlafting 
honour. 

10  After  this  Judas  Ifca- 
riot,  one  of  the  twelve  a- 
poftles,  fecretly  yrent  to  the 
high  priefts,  who  were  then 
deliberating  in  what  manner 
they  might  apprehend  him, 


h  — St/pw  J't  (tufa  Xfivr&  *%*,£&* Theoc.  Bid.  I 1 14. 

c*£t /r*p/C«  figrmies  to  fttekfy  confound*  14  They  thought  at  the 
yery  firft  onfct  of  the  cavalry;  the  enemies  would  be  thrown  into 

Jioay  Plutarch  Ctffar.  133*  Edit,  Or,  Sfefia^ 
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and  he  offered  to  deliver  him  |  what  Jefus  had  told  them  — - 
into  their  hands*  |  they  therefore  made  every 

1 1  Ac  this  propofal  they  I  thing  ready  again  ft  his  com- 
tvere  tranfported  withthemoft  jingvi 

extravagant  joy,  and  offered  I  17  In  the  evening  he  en- 
him  a  Turn  of  money,  if  he  j  tered  the  room  with  the  reft 
would  execute  his  deffgn  —  I  of  his  difciples* 

From  that  moment  he  ftudied  I  18  But  whilft  they  were 
a  favourable  opportunity  of  flitting  at  table  Jefus  faid  to 
Surrendering  him  into  their  I  them — I  moft  certainly  know 
power.  I  thac;  one  of  you  who  are  now 

§ — 12  Ok  theiirft  day  of  I  eating  with  me,  hath  formed 
unleavened  bread,  the  dif-  J  a  treacherous  refoiution  tode- 
ciples  came  to  Jefus  and  aik~  I  liver  me  into  the  hands  of  my 
ed  him,  where  he  would  have  j  enemies,  and  will  execute  his 
them  make  preparations  for  j  defigns. 
killing  and  eating  thcpafchal  j  19  So  unexpected  a  dec  la- 
lamb.  |  ration  threw  them  into  ex- 

13  Upon  this  he  feleCted  jtretpe  forrow  and  dejedion, 

two  from  among  them,  and  andithey  began  with  the  great- 
faid  to  them  —  Go  into  the  e(t  folicitude,  one  after  an- 
city,  and  you  will  meet  a  man  other,  to  afk  him,  if  he  thought 
in  the  ftreet  carrying  a  pitcher  j  be  was  capable  of  fuch  horrid 
of  water— follow  him.  J  wickednefs, 

14  And  into  whateverhoulc  j  20  He  replied — It  is  the 
he  enters,  go  in  with  him  and  I  perfbn,  who-  is  now  helping 
tell  the  perfon,  that  your  ma-  niojfelf  out  of  the  dilh. 

fter  defires  he  would  aceom-  I  2  r  The  (bn  of  man  indeed 
modate  him  with  a  room,  in  |  will  make  that  exit  which*  the 
which  to  eat  the  pafchal  lamb  ancient  prophets  predicted  — ; 
with  his  difciples.  but  woe  to  that  wrench,  who 

15  And  he  will  immediate-  is  perffdioufly  acceffary  to  his 

ly  conduCt  you  into  a  large  death !  Thr{ce  happy  woulct 
apartment  fpread  with  a  car-  it  be  for  that  wretch,  had  he 
pet  and  furnifhed  with  every  never  been  born  1 
convenience — here  make  the  §  —  22  While  they  were 
neceflary  preparations.  at  fupper  Jefus  took  bread, 

1 6  Receiving  this  order  the  and  alter  devoutly,  bleifing 
two  difcipleswent  into  the  ci-  God,  he  broke  it,  and  diftri- 
tv,  and  foil nd  every  circum- ;  buted  it  ampngft  them,  fay- 

liana:  exaCHy  correfpond  to  J  ing  —  Take  and  eat 

I  bread 


ij6 

bread  —  this  figuratively  re¬ 
prefen  t$  my  body. 

23  After  this  he  took  the 
cup,  and  after  folcmnly  of¬ 
fering  up  his  gratitude  to 
God,  he  gave  it  to  them,  ahd 
they  all  drank  of  it. 

14, He  then  faid  to  them 
This  rcprefents  my  blood, 
by  the  effufion  of  which  the 
new  covenant  will  be  ratified, 
and  the  beft  intcrefts  of  man¬ 
kind  be  fubfcrved. 

25  I  folcmnly  allure  ybu 
that- 1  fhall  not  tafte  any  mdre 
wine  till  the  time  of  the  erec- 

4 

fioo  of  the  Mcfifiah’s  king 

dom  *. 

r  26  After  they  had  fung 
the  pafchai  hymn,  they  left 
the  city,,  and  retired  to  the 
mount  of  Olives. 

27  Here  Jfcfus  faid  to  them 
•You  will  all  this  very  night 
appear  afliamed  of  my  caufe 
ahd  -abandon  me  — —  fo  that 
your  behaviour  will  beexaft- 
ly  fimilar  to  what  is  defcribed 
in  the  following  pafiage  of  the 
prophet  — **  1  will  finite  the 
fhepherd,  and  the  flock  fhall 
be  immediately  difperfed.” 

2  8  But  after  my  refurrec- 
tion  from  the  grave  I  will  ad¬ 
vance  direXly  into  Galilee, 
and  there  again  converfe  with 
you. 

29  Peter  inftantly  replied 

< 

*  Referring  to  his  ttfwrrtSim 
cscAed. 
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with  warmth — Tho’the  whole 
body  of  thy  companions  de- 

fertthee,  yet  I  am  deliberately 
determined  to  adhere  to  thee, 

30  Jefus  faid  to  him  —  I 
afTuredly  tell  thee,  that  this 
verv  night,  before  the  cock 
hath  crowed  twice,  thou  wilt 
utter  the  molt  folemn  afleve- 
rarions,  that  thou  never  hadft 
any  the  leaft  connexions  with 
me, 

3 1  Peter  upon  this  repeat¬ 
ed  with  great  vehemence  his 
fixed  determinations  never  to 
relinquifh  him,  and  faid — 1 
will,  never  abjure  thy  caufe, 
tho*  I  am  thereby  ex poled  to 
the  moll  dreadful  and  ex¬ 
cruciating  death — All  the  reft 
of  the  difciples  made  the  fame 
peremptory  aflfertions. 

§-—32  After  this  com¬ 
ing  to  a  place  called  Gethfe- 
mane,  he  faid  to  his  difciples 
—Stay  here,  while  I  advance 
a  little  farther  and  pray. 

33  He  then  took  with  him, 
Peter,  James  and  John— who 
loon  perceived  him  to  fink 
into  the  moft  dire  diftrefs  and 
horrour. 

34  He  faid  to  them — I  feel 
my  whole  foul  overwhelmed 
in  an  agony  of  lorrow — my 
heart  is  pierced  and  penetrat¬ 
ed  with  an  excels  of-  anguifh, 
which  almoft  finks  me  into 

9 

,t  which  his  kingdom  properly  wai 

■ 

♦ 

death 
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death - Do  ft  ay  here  and  I  come  with  fleep  that  they 

watch.  ! were  ac  a  kfs  what  to  reply. 

35  He  then  advanced  a|  41  Retiring  fronn  them  and 

little  way  from  them,  and  I  praying,  he  came  back  to  them 
proftrated  himfelf  upon  the  la  third  time  and.  laid— You 
ground,  and  earnellly  begged  j  may  continue  your  (lumbers, 
of  God,  that  the  impending  l  and  indulge  an  uninterrupted 
miieries  might  be  removed.  .  |  repofe  —  for  my  conflict  is  e- 

36  The  words  he  fervently  I  ver — the  moment  in  which  I 
uttered  were  thefe — —  O  my  1  am  to  be  feized  is  come  —  I 
Father  l  thy  power  is  equal  1  am  [nlbantly  to  be  delivered 
to  the  execution  of  every  thing  I  into  the  hands  of  thofe  who 
— Suffer  me  not  to  be  involv-  1  have  long  thirfted  for  my 
cd  in  thefe  horrid  fuffe rings  I  blood. 

—  But  I  check  mylelf,  and  I  42  Rife  and  let  us  go  — 
with  compofure  refign  my-  I  the  traitor  is  at  hand. 

fdf  entirely  to  thy  will.  I  43  He  had  not  pronounced 

37  After  pronouncing  thefe  |  all  thefe  words  before  Judas 
words  he  returned  to  his  dif-  I  appeared,  attended;  with  4 
ciples,  and  found  them  afieep  j  largfc  body  of  ruffians,  arrjifd 

—  lie  waked  Peter  and  faid  J  with  fwords  and  clubs,  whom 
—Simon,  why  doff  thou  fuf- 1  the  high  pnefts,  ferjbes,  and 
for  thyfelf  to  be  thus  over- 1  ip^giftratcs  had  hired  for  this 
come  with  fleep  —  art  thou  J  purpofe. 

not  able  to  fit  up  with  me  I  44  The  flgnal,  which  was 
vne  hour  ?  J  mutually  agreed  on  was  this 

38  Awake  and  carneftly  I  —  The  perlon,  faid  Judas  to 
implore  God,  that  he  would  I  them,  whom  I  (hall  falute,  is 
not  fuffer  you  to, be  feduced  j  the  man  —  The  moment  you 
into  fin  ——  But  indeed  your  J  fee  me  do  this,  feize  and  le- 
difpofitions  are  benevolent  and  J  cure  him. 

lincere,  but  animal  nature  j  45  Accordingly  he .  ad- 
weak  and  languid.  I  vanced  up  fo  him,  and  in 

39  After  this  he  again  left  the  moft  refpe&ful  manner 

them,  and  fervently  repeated  accqffcd  and  faluted  him. 
the  fame  prayer.  46  Upon  which  the  rabble 

40  On  his  return  to  them  inffantly  ruflied  upon  him  and 
a  fecond  time,  he  again  found  apprehended  him. 

them  funk  in  deep  repole  —  4 7  One  of  Jefus*  compa- 

for  they  were  opprefled  with  nions,  feeing  this  violence, 
fatigue,  and  were  fo  over-  drew  his  fword  — —  aimed  a 

blow 
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blow  at  the  head  of  a  ilave  I  the  fervants,  and  fat  down  at 
belonging  to  the  high  prieft  |  the  fire. 

—and  cut  off  his  ear.  j  55  When  Jefus  ftood  be- 

48  Jefus  faid  to  thofe  who  j  fore  this  aflembly,  they  all 

leized  him— What  induced  I  ftndied  to  fuborn  perfons  to 
you  to  trapan  me,  like  fome  I  give  in  fuch  evidence  as  might 
notorious  robber,  in  this  clan-  j  render  him  obnoxious  to  ca- 
deftine  and  outrageous  man- 1  pital  punilhment— but  at  firft 
ner  ?  I  they  were  not  able  to  procure 

49  When  I  was  every  day  j  fuen. 

inftru&ing  the  people  in  the  1  56  For  tho’  there  were 

temple,  you  made  no  attempts  j  many  perfons,  who  alledged 
upon  my  perfon  r—  But  the  |  againft  him  crimes  that  were 
leripture  predictions  concern- 1  notoriously  falfe  and  unjuft — 
ing  me  muft  receive  their  ac-  J  yet  what  they  fpecified  ap- 
complilhment.  J  peared  too  trifling  and  frivo- 

50  As  foon  as  the  difciples  j  lous  *  to  condemn  him  to 
faw  their  m after  in  the  power  I  death. 

of  the  rabble,  they  all  fled  I  57  After  this  certain  per- 
with  the  utmoft  precipitation.  1  Tons  ftood  up,  who  maliciouf- 

5 1  Among  the  companions  |  !y  mifreprefenting  fome  ex- 
of  Jefus  was  a  young  perion,  I  preffions  which  he  had  for- 
who  was  arrayed  only  in  a  I  merly  ufed,  faid, 

loofe  linen  veil :  j  58— We  folemnly  declare, 

52  He  being  feized  by  I  that  we  once  heard  him  utter 

the  officers  left  his  garment  |  thefe  aflertions — I  will  totally 
in  their  hands,  and  made  his  j  demolilh  this  temple,  which 
efcape.  I  hath  been  conftructcd  with 

§—53  Those  who  appre- Jfuch  infinite  labour  — and  in 
bended  Jefus,  immediately  I  three  days  time,  unaftifted  by 
carried  him  to  the  houie  of  I  any  one,  I  will  rear  it  up  in 
the  high  prieft,  where  all  the  I  all  its  former  fplendour  and 
principal  clergy  and  magi- 1  magnificence, 
ftrates  were  convened.  I  59  But  neither  did  they 

54  Peter  followed  the  crowd  j  deem  this  a  fufficient  pretence 
at  a diftaace,  and  entered  with  I  for  pronouncing  the  fen  te  nee 
them  into  the  hall  of  the  high  j  of  death  upon  him. 
prieft,  where  he  mingled  with  t  60  The  high  priefts  then 

a 

*  I  ftp.  literally*  were  not  an  adequate  pretence  to  give  fcntcnce  of  death 
againll  Jvim — did  not  come  up  to  the  point,  as  we  fay. 

flood 


* 
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flood  up  in  the  midft  of  the  |  begam  to  treat  him  with  the 
aflembly,  and  faid  to  Jeliis—  I  greateft  indignities— they  fpit 
Have  you  no  apology  to  of- 1  in  his  face— nood  winked  him 
fer  ?  — why  do  not  you  vindi-  I  —  the  high  priefts  ferVams 
cate  yourfclf  from  the  heavy  I  (truck  him  with  their  Ms, 
charges,  that  are  now  brought  I  and  laid— Great  prophet !  de- 
againft  you  ?  I  ctare  the  peribn’s  name,  who 

61  But  Jefus  knowing  j  ftruik  you  laft. 
their  determined  refolutionsj  §  ■ — 66  While  Peter  was 

to  fhed  his  blood,  kept  apro- 1  ip  the  hall  impatiently  wait- 
found  filence  —  The  high  I  ihg  for  the  event,  one  of  thq 

I  inert,  a  fecond  time,  fokmnf- 1  maid  iervants  came  up  to 
y  interrogated  him  and  laid  j  him, 

— Art  thou  the  Meffiah,  the!  67  and  after  looking  ear- 
fon  of  the  ever  blefled  God  ?  1  neftly  at  him,  as  he  was  warm- 
62  Jefus  faid  —  he  was—  J  ing  nimfelf  at  the  fire,  faid— 
and  added  —  you  (hall  in  no I  Was  not  you  one  of  the  con- 
long  time  behold  an  illuftri-  i  ftant  companions  of  Jefus  of 
ous  proof  chat  I  am— for  you  |  Nazareth .? 
fhall  fee  me  inverted  with  j  68  He  declared  iri  the  moft 
matchless  power,  advanced  |  folemn  manner,  that  he  never 
to  the  higheft  dignity  and! was,  and  that  he  did  not 
glory,  and  riding  in  triumph-  j  know  what  (he  meant  —  Go- 
ant  majerty  on  the  clouds  of  j  ing  after  this  into  the  court, 
heaven*.  I  the  cock  crew. 

63  The  high  prieft  upon  J  69  Here  iafiother  lervant 
hearing  this  Iprung  from  his  |  maid  feeing*  him,  faid  to  thole 
feat— rent  his  veil— and  laid  j  who  flood  By — That  man  was 
to  the  aflembly  —  What  oc-  I  one  of  Jefus*  difciples.  . 
cafion  have  we  for  farther  |  70  He  again  peremptorily 

evidence?  | denied,  that  he  ever  was  — 

64  You  have  heard  the  [upon  which  the  people  pre  - 
blafphemies  he  hath  uttered  j  lent  gathering  round  him  faid 
—What  arc  your  fentiments  ?  |  —  Undoubtedly  thou  art— 
—  The  whole  aflembly  de-  J  for  thy  dialed  demonftrates 
dared  with  one  unanimous  j  thee  to  be  a  Galilean, 
voice,  that  he  ought  to  die.  |  71  He  then  began  to  bind 

65  The  fentence  was  no  1  hitpfdf  with  the  moft  horrid 

fooner  palled,  but  the  rabble  !  imprecations  and  curfes,  that 

.  * 

»  * 

f  He  refers  to  the  <Je;1ru£tion  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Romans. 


he 
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he  never  had  any  connections 

with  that  man,  and  fwore  that 

•  w 

he  did  -not  per  Jon  ally  know 

him. 

72  The  cock  crowed  again 

which  inftantly  brought 


to  his  remembrance  what  je- 
fu$  had  laid  a  few  hours  be¬ 
fore  — —  that  ere  the  cock 
had  crowed  twice  he  fliould 
folemnly  deny  that  he  ever 

knew  him  — —  Soon  as  the 

|  1  . 

thought  of  this  ruffled  into 
his  mind,  he  muffled  up  his 
head  in  his  garment.*,  and 
fheda  flood  or  bitter  tears. 


CHAP.  XV. 

■ 

a 

1  COON  as  the  morn- 
^  inc  dawned,  the  high 
priefts,  die  fcribes,  the  ma- 
iftrates,  and  all  the  San- 
edrim  aflembled  in  council 
—  and  after  binding.  Jefus  in 
fetters,  they  oarried  him  be¬ 
fore  Pilate  the  Roman  go- 

vernour. 

2  Soon  as  he  was  brought 
into  his  prefence,  Pilate  laid 
to  him  —  Art  thou  the  king 
of  the  Jews  ?  —  He  anfwered 
in  the  affirmative. 

.3  The  high  priefts  then 
began  .  with  great  clamour 
ana  vehemence  to  accufe  him 


gam 


to  the  procurator  of  many 
crimes  and  mifdemeanours. 

4  But  Pilate  obierving  that 
Jefus  continued  filenr,  laid  to 
him— Why  do  not  you  vin¬ 
dicate  yourfclf  from  the  heavy 

*  that  are  alledged  a- 

you. 

5  But  Jefus  flill  maintain¬ 
ing  a  profound  filcnce,  the 
governour  was  aftonifhed  at 
nis  conduit. 

6  It  had  been  cuftomary 
for  the  procurator  to  gratify 
the  jews  at  every  paflover 
with  releafing  any  one  prifo- 
ner,  whofe  pardon  they  fflould 
then  fblicir. 

7  There  happened  at  that 
time  to  lie  one  Barabbas  un¬ 
der  confinement,  together 
with  his  accomplices —who 
had  a  little  before  railed  an 

infurre&ion  in  the  ftate,  in 

«  '  9 

which  a  great  many  cruellies 
and  murders  had  been  per¬ 
petrated. 

8  When,  therefore,  the 
people,  according  to  the  cuf- 
tom  he  had  introduced,  be- 

;an  to  fupplicate  the  ufual 
avour : 

9  Pilate  replied  —  Shall  1 
gratify  you  with  releafing  the 
perfon  who  (tiles  himfelfyour 
king  ? 


%  This  is  a  juft  tranftition.  of  the  Gfcck.  The  following  i?  a  parade! 
paflage.  “  when  Cato  faw  a  thoufand  citizens  dead  oil  the  field,  he 
covered  bis  face  with  his  gown  and  wept.  A^twaJU*  •■)'**  a  I'  d *.«w 
uajaPetr. ptaaft  Plutarch  C*rfart  p.  1534.  Edit.  Stcph. 
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10  For  he  was  confcious 
that  it  was  only  their  impla¬ 
cable  malice,  which  had  in¬ 
stigated  them  to  thefe  pro¬ 
ceedings  again  ft  him. 

11  But  the  high  prielts 
urged  the  people  to  requeft 
him  to  releafe  Bar  abbas. 

1 2  The  go  ver  nou  r  then  afk- 
ed  them — what  they  were  de¬ 
li  ro  us  he  fhould  do  with  the 
perfon  who  had  aflumed  the 
title  of  their  king  ? 

13  Immediately  all  the  po¬ 
pulace  with  loud  and  vehe¬ 
ment  clamours  cried  out¬ 
let  him  be  crucified. 

1 4  Pilate  a  Iked  them,  what 
crime  he  had  committed,  that 

s 

deferved  capical  punifhment? 
— But  they  with  a  ftill  louder 
and  more  violent  vociferation 
roared  out  —  crucify  him ! 

1 5  The  govemour,  ftudi- 
ous  to  conciliate  the  efteem 
and  favour  of  the  people, 
yielded  to  their  reiterated  en¬ 
treaties,  and  relealed  Barab- 
bas — He  then  fentcnced  Je- 
fus  to  be  firft  fcourged,  and 
afterwards  dragged  to  the 
crols. 

16  After  this,  his 
took  him  into  the 


into 

lied  toge¬ 
ther  the  whole  cohort. 

17  The  Roman  foldiers, 
being  here  collected,  arrayed 

him  in  a  purple  robe,  and 
tom  poling  a  wreath  of  thorns 
Vo  l  .  I . 


in  the  form  of  a  diadem,  they 
fixed  it  upon  his  head. 

18  Having  invefted  him 
with  thefe  badges  of  mock 
royalty,  they  proftrated  them- 
felves  at  his  feet,  and  cried — 
Long  live  the  iiluftrious  king 
of  Judaea  ! 

19  They  then  ftruck  him 
on  the  head  with  a  cane  — 
fpit  in  his  face  —  and  amidft 
this  wanton  infolence  would 

*  w  * 

at  times  fall  on  their  knees, 

*  - 

and  pay  him  mock  adoration. 

20  After  they  had  thus 
made  him  the  fubjeCt  of  c- 
very  infult  and  indignity ; 
they  di veiled  him  of  the  pur¬ 
ple  robe,  and  putting  on  him 
his  own  clo^ths,  they  con¬ 
ducted  him  from  the  Praeto- 
rium  to  the  place  of  cruci- 
fixiom 

21  In’  their  way,  happen¬ 
ing  to  meet  one  Simon  of 
Cyrene,  as  he  was  coming 
from  the  country,  the  fa¬ 
ther  of  Alexander  and  Ru¬ 
fus,  they  obliged  him  to  car¬ 
ry  the.  crofs. 

22  J  The  place  to  which 
they  conducted  him,  •  was 
from  the  execution  of  cri- 
minals  called  Golgotha*  which 

tranflated  fignifies  a  Jhull. 

2  3  When  they  arrived  here 
they  offered  him  a  ftupefy- 
ing  potion,  a  compofition  of 
myrrh  and  wine — but  he  re¬ 
jected  it. 

M  24  After 
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24  After  they  had  nailed  |  from  the  crofs,  and  we  will 
him  to  the  crofs  they  divided  I  credit  his  preten  lions  —  His 
his  doaths  into  fcparate  par-  I  fellow  fuffercrs  too  upbraid- 
cels,  and  call  lots  tor  them.  1  ed  him  in  the  fame  petulant 

25  It  was  nine  o'clock  in  j  manner. 

the  morning  when  they  nail- 1  §—33  At  twelve  o’clock, 

ed  him  to  the  crofs.  1  the  whole  land  of  Judsea  was 

26  Over  his  head  they  I  fuddenly  enveloped  in  dark- 
fixed  up  this  inscription,  im-  I  nefs,  which  continued  ’til! 
porting  the  crime  for  which  I  three  in  the  afternoon. 

he  fufrered  —  The  King  of  I  34  At  three  o'clock  Jefus 
the  Jews.  j  recited  the  following  pafiage 

27  On  each  fide  of  him  were  I  of  feripture  wich  aloud  and 

alio  crucified  two  thieves.  I  ftrong  voice — Eloi,  Eloi,  la- 

28  So  that  the  following  I  ma  fabachthani — which  tranf- 
antient  prediftion  was  re-  1  lated  fignifies  —  O  my  God ! 
markably  accomplilhed — —  J  my  God  !  why  halt  thou  a- 
M  He  made  his.  exit,  con-  I  bandoned  me-! 

founded  with  the  wicked.”  35  Some  who  were  pre- 

29  Perfons  moreover  as  I  fent,  hearing  him  utter  thele 

they  palled  by  the  place,  I  words,  faid  — —  I  lark  !  He 
loaded  him  with  the  molt  a-  j  calls  upon  Elias  to  fave  him ! 
bufive  language,  contemptu-  j  36  One  of  the  guards  then 
otiily  lhaking  their  heads,  and  j  ran,  dipped  a  lpungc  in  vi- 
laving — O  thou,  who  could-  |  negar,  fixed  it  to  a  reed,  and 
eft  demolilh  the  temple,  and  I  reached  it  to  him  to  drink- 
rear  it  up  again  in  three  days  |  faying,  let  us  lee  whether 
in  all  its  fplendour !  j  Elias  will  delcend  from  hca- 

30  Come  now  deliver  thy-  j  ven  to  take  him  from  the 
lelr  from  death !  Let  us  lee  j  crofs. 

thee  defeend  from  thy  crofs !  |  37  Soon  after  this  Jefus 

3 1  In  the  fame  opprobrious  I  uttered  a  loud  and  vehement 

manner,  the  high  prieft$  and  I  vociferation,  and  expired, 
.the  feribes  mocked  andde-j  38  Immediately  the  great 
rided  him,  faying — He,  who  I  veil,  which  divided  the  holy 
relcued  lb  many  others,  is  he  I  of  holies  from  the  fan&uary, 
not  able  to  refeue  himfelf,  I  was  violently  torn  afunder, 
from  death  ?  I  from  the  top  to  the  bottom. 

32  Let  us  now  lee  the  illuf- 1  39  When  the  Roman  ccn- 

trious  Mefiiah,  the  powerful  I  turion,  who  was  appointed  to 
monarch  of  Ifrael,  descend  1  keep  guard,  and  who  was  a 

4  witnei's 
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withcfs  of  the  whole  fcene, 
beheld  the  manner  in  which 
he  made  his  exit,  and  obferv- 
ed  with  what  a  loud  vehe¬ 
mence  he  exclaimed,  the  mo¬ 
ment  before  he  departed — he 
was  llruck  with  aftonHhment, 
and  laid— Surely  this  perfon 
was  the  offspring  of  a  God ! 

40  There  were,  moreover, 
feveral  women,  who  Hood  at 
feme  diftance,  and  were  fpec- 
tators  of  every  thing  that 
pafled  —  among  thefe  were 
Mary  Magdalene,  another 
Mary  the  mother  of  James 
and  Jofes,  and  Salome. 

41  Thefe  had  accompa¬ 
nied  him  in  his  feveral  tours 
through  Galilee,  and  had  con¬ 
tributed  to  his  maintenance 

There  were  alio  among 
them  feveral  other  women, 
who  had  attended  him  in  his 
laft  journey  up  to  Jerulalem. 

§ — 42  In  the  evening  (the 
next  day  being  the  Jewifh 
fabbath) 

43  one  Jofeph  of  Arima- 
thca,  a  member  of  the  San¬ 
hedrim,  and  a  perfon  of  a 
moil  amiable  character,  who 
was  impatiently  expeding  the 
erection  of  the  Meffiah*s  king¬ 
dom,  went  with  an  undaunt¬ 
ed  refolution  to  Pilate,  and 
begged  he  would  give  him 
the  body  of  Jefus, 

44  The  procurator  appear¬ 
ed  1'urprized,  and  could  hard- 

Iv  be  induced  to  believe  that 


he  was  dead  fo  foon  — 
fending  for  the  centurion  he 
afked,  whether .  he  had  ex¬ 
pired. 

45  The  officer  alluring  him 
that  he  had  breathed  his  laft, 
he  ordered  that  the  body 
{hould  be  delivered  to  Jo- 
fephf 

46  This  gentleman  taking 
the  corple  down,  from  the 
crpis,  fwathed  it  in  fine  iinen^. 
and  interred  it  in  a  mon ur 
ment,  which  he  had  dug  out 
of  the  folid  rock,  and  in  which 
be  defigned  his  own  remains 
(hotild  be  depofited— He  then 
rolled  a  large  ftone  to  block 
up  and  fecure  the  entrance  . of 
the  tomb. 

•  I 

.  47  Mary  Magdalene,  and 

Maiy  the  mother  of  Jofes  faw 
him  employed  in  this  pious 
office,  and  remarked  the  place 
where  he  was  reported. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

1  COON  as  the  fabbath 
& .  was  paft,  Mary  Mag¬ 
dalene,  Mary  the  Mother  of 
James,  and  Salome,  bought 
a .  large  quantity  of  aromatic 
ipices  to  embalm  him. 

2  And  very  early  qn  the 
firjft  d  ay  of  the  week,  they 
fet  out  in  a  bpdy  Tor  the  fe- 

}iulchre  —  the  rays  of  the  ri- 
ing  fun  now  ftreaking  the 
edge  of  the  horizon. 

3  As  they  Went  they  faid 

M  2  one 
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one  to  another— Whom  (hall  8  Immediately  they  ifi'uctf 
we  procure  to  roll  away  the  out  of  the  tomb,  and  ran  with 
ftone,  that  blocks  up  the  en-  the  greaceft  precipitation  — » 
trance  of  the  tomb.  agitated  with  the  moft  tumul- 

4  But  upon  their  arrival  tuous  paflions,  aftonilh merit, 
they  foon  oblerved  that  the  terrour,  and  ccftacy,  which 
immenfc  ftone  had  already,  now  ftruggled  in  their  bo- 
been  removed  from  the  mouth  foms.* 

of  the  fepulcjire.  — 9  After  his  relurrec- 

5  This  allowing  them  a  tion,  the  very  firft  perfon  that 
free  pafiage,  they  immediately  he  appeared  to  was  Mary 
entered  the  monument— *- but  Magdalene,  whom  he  had 
were  greatly .  frighted  with  formerly  cured  of  the  moft 
the  apparition  of  an  angel  raging  and  dreadful  mad- 
in  the  form  of  a  young  per-  nefs  " 

ion,  who  fat  on  their  right  10  She  went  directly  to  the 
hand,  arrayed  in  a  long  white  difeiples,  who  were  now  la- 
tranfparent  Hole.  menting,  and  inconfolabk  tor 

6  The  angel  then  fpoke  to  his  death. 

them  andfaid — ;Benotinti-  •  11  When  ihe  acquainted 

tnidated — You  are  fecking  them  that  he  was  really  re- 
for  the  body  of  Jefiis  of-Na-  ftored  to  life,  and  that  the 
zareth  who  was  lately  ct  uci-  had  herfelf  an  ocular  demon- 
fied— he  is  not  here  - —  he  is  ftration  of  it;  they  could  not 
rifen  from  the  dead  — — ap-  .believe  it. 
proach  and  view  the  place  ;  12  After  this  as  two  of 

where  .*■  they  .  deppfited  j  his  them  were  walking  into  the 
corpfe.  ’  country,  he  appeared  to  them 

7  And  do  you  inftantly  go,  in  the  form  of  a  ftranger — 
ana  inform  Peter  and  the  reft  and  at  laft  difcovered  himfelf 

P 

of  the  difciples,  that  he  is  ad-  to  them, 
vancing  before  them  into  Ga-  1 3  But  when  they  went 
liiee,  where  he  wilt  exhibit  and  told  the  reft,  that  they 
himfelf-' alive  before  them,  had  certainly  feen  him,  they 
and  convetie  with  thenV  as  could  not  convince  them. 

he  formerly  allured  them.  14  Afterwards  he  fhowed 

« 

I  f 

fa  The  number  foot*  in  the  Jewifli  idiom  was  ufed  as  a  fuperlative,  sed 
to  denote  a  large  indeterminate  number.  Confult  Gen.  xxxiii.  3.  P£dro» 
xii.  6.  PC  cxix.  164.  Deut.  xxviu.  7.  t  Sam.  ii.  4.  The  number  un  is 
thus  ufed  in  laun  authors.  .  See  Ovid  Trift.  L.  1.  El.  ii.  $0. 
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himfelf  to  all  the  eleven  dif-  1  fpeak  languages  they  never 
triples,  as  they  were  fitting  ]  learned  : 
together  at  table,  and  .  up*  I  18  They  (hall  play  with 
braided  them  with  their  in- 1  venomous  ferpents,  unhurt 
ttcduiity  and  ftupid  infenfi-  [  —  the  moft  fell  poiibn,  that 

bility - -  ieverely  reproving  I  they  may  drink,  fhall  not  in 

them  for  not. Crediting  the  re-  I  the.  leaft  affc6t  and  injure 
porc.s  of  thofe  who  had  feen  I  them . —  they  fhall  inflanta- 
him  loon  after  his  rcfurrcc-  j  neoufly,  by  a  fingle  touch, 
tion.  I  reftore  the  indifpofed  to  per- 

15  Finally,  he  laid  to  them  j  fcCt  health. 

—  Go  into  all  the  nations  of  j  19  After  Jefus  had  fpoken 
the  world,  ami  proclaim,  the  j  thefe  words,  he  vifibly  afeend- 
glad  tidings  of  the  Mefliah's  I  ed  to  heaven — and  was  there 
kingdom  to  the  whole  crea- 1  advanced,  by  the  fupreme  Fa- 
tion.  I  ther  of  all,  to  the  moft  eml? 

1 6  He  who  is  convinced  by  I  nerit  and  diftinguifhed  dig¬ 
its  evidence,  and  by  baptifm  I  nity. 

■fbiemnly  lays  himfelf.  under  I  20  The  difciples,  accord- 
an  obligation  .to  live  accord-  j  ing  to  his  laft  diredtions,  went 
<ng  to  his  profefiion,  (hall  be  j  from  JerufaleiR  into  every  * 
faved —  but  he  who  difbe- 1  country,  and  promulgated  the 
lieves  and  rejects  it,  fhall  be  j  golpel  i  in  every  region,  into 
condemned.  *  ]  which  they  travelled  —  —  ■ 

]  7  Thofe  who  fincerely  be-  J  the  Lord  powerfully  co¬ 
lic  ve  the  gofpel,  fhall  be  en-  j  operating  with  them,  and 
ablcd  to.  exert  the  following  I  Conftantly  ratifying  the  doc- 
rtniraculous  gifts. — I  will  en-  j  trines  they  delivered  by  the 
dlow  them  with  power  to  e- 1  moft  llluftriousi  and  incon* 
da:mons,  and  fluently  to  1  teftable  miracles. 


*  From  this  circumftance  it  appears  titbtr  that  Mark  did  not  write  his 
gofp'.l  fo  Toon  as  hath  been  generally  imagined ;  or,  that  this  verfe  was 
add;.;:  after  the  author's  deceafe,  as  many  of  the  lajt  verfe*  of  the  books 
<sf  the  Old  Teftament  undoubtedly  were. 
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By  L  U  K  Ei 


CHAP.  I . 

•  I 

r 

i  A  S  there  have  been  fe- 

Jr^  veral  perfons  who 
iiave.  compiled  and  publilhed 
to  the  world  hiftorical  ac- 

■  a  l 

counts  of  thofe  celebrated  ' 
tranfa&ions,  for  the  veracity! 
of  which  we  hajve;  fuch  ample 
and  undoubted  evidence  t 

2  having  been  fomilhed 
with,  materials  by  thofe  per- 
fops,  who:  were  not  only  the 
preachers  tof  Chriflianiryv  but 
from  the  beginning  were  eye* 
witncfles  of.  the  lefts  them- 
felves.: 

3  after  their  example  I  too, 
O  moll  illuftrious  Tbeophiksy 
after  having  diligently  ex¬ 
amined  into  thefc  events^  and 
accurately  inveftigated  them 
to  tfieir  iource,  have  judged 
it  proper  to  digeft  them  into 
a  regular  and  connected  nar¬ 
ration,  and  to  exhibit  them 
before  you  i 

4  in  -order  that  you  imay 
fee  on  what  a  firm  and  un- 


Ihaken  balls  that  religious 
fyftem  is  fupported,  into  the 
doftrines  or  which  you  have 
been  carefully  initiated. 

5  Ih  the  days  of  Herod 
the  Great,  the  fovereign  of 
Judea,  there  lived  a  certain 
prieft  called  Zacharias,  be¬ 
longing  to  the  eighth  weekly 
dais  -of  Abia  —  his  wife  Eli- 
litbeth  was  alio  a  defeendant 
of  Aaron. 

6  They  both  were  perfons 
of  the  molt  amiable  charac¬ 
ters,  pofiefied  of  unfpotted 
virtue  and  integrity,  paying 
an  uniform  and  confcientious 
obedience  to  all  the  moral 
and  ceremonious  injunctions 
of  the  law. 

7  Their  mutual  happinefs 

was  only  allayed  by  the  fte- 
rility  or  Eliubeth,  and  by 
confideradons  on  their  ad¬ 
vanced  age,  which  had  now 
precluded  the  pleafing  hope 
of  their  ever  being  bleficd 
with  children. 

9  As  this  perfon  was  one 

day 
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day  difcharging  the  appoint* 
cd  offices  of  his  miniftry  in 
the  temple, 

9  it  being  his  lot*  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  regulation  of  the 
priefthood,  to  fprinkle  in- 
ccnfe  on  the  iarrea  altar : 

I  o  It  happened,  as  he  was 
in  the  fanctuary  devoudy  en¬ 
gaged  in  this  holy  employ¬ 
ment,  and  the  aflembled  mul¬ 
titude  llood  in  the  court  of 
the  temple,  offering  their  fer¬ 
vent  fupplications  to  heaven, 

I I  that  a  celeftial  meffen- 
get,  in  a  glorious  form,  fod- 
denly  appeared  to  him,  and 
Hood  on  the  right  fide  of  the 
altar,  as  he  was  officiating. 

1 2  So  amazing  a  light  at 
once  fufpended  all  his  facut- 

,  and  ftruck  him  with  fear 
and  terror  unutterable. 

1 3  The  heavenly  form  then 
with  a  placid  countenance  ad- 
drefled  him  and  faid — Zacha- 
rias !  difpel  thy  fears ! — Thy 
prayer  hath  been  accepted 
thy  wife  Elifabeth  (hall  bear 
thee  a  fon,  whom  thou  fhalt 
call  John. 

14  His  birth  will  not  fill 
thy  bofom  only  with  the  pur- 

eft  tranfports,  but  the  public 
alio  will  thare  in  thine  ecftatic 
raptures. 

15  For  he  fhall  become  a 


■ 

perfonage,  will  through  the 
whole  of  life  pradife  the  moft 
fevere  and  rigid  abftinencc, 
and  in  his  early  years  (hall  be 
irifpired  with  the  divine  af¬ 
flatus. 

16  By  the  exercife  of  his 
prophetic  gifts,  and  the  dif- 
charge  of  his  dift'mguilhed 
miniftry,  will  he  reclaim  thou- 
fands  of  the  Jews  from  their 
vices,  and  powerfully  induce 
them  to  obey  the  divine  com¬ 
mands. 

1 7  By  this  general  refor¬ 
mation,  which  he  fhall  intro¬ 
duce  and  execute  with  the 
fame  ardent  (pint  and  zeal 
which  formerly  aftuated  E- 
lias — -he  will  igain  conciliate 

the  Jews  tne  alienated  af¬ 
fections  of  their  holy  proge¬ 
nitors— and  by  reducing  the 
wicked  and  depraved  to  vir¬ 
tue  and  obedience,  will  pre¬ 
pare  the  Jewifh  nation  for 
the  reception  pf  the  Mefliah, 

:  1 8  Zacharlas  faid  unto  the 
angel,  By  what  proof  fhall  I 
be  convinced  of  the  certainty 
of  what  you  predict,  fince  I 
am  an  old  man,  and  my  wife 
alfo  is  fo  far  advanced  itv 
years  ? 

:  19  I  am  Gabriel,  replied 
the  angel,  who  am  one  of 
the  moft  .illuftrious  of  the 


truly  great  and  illuftrious  |  heavenly  fpirits  k,  and  have 

k  To  fit  the  fate  of  a  prince  and  to  he  in.  hit  prefinee,  is  an  eaftero  idiom 
importing  the  moft  illuftrious  and  dignified  ftations.  See  Mat.  xviii.  10. 
and  the  note  there.  Either,  i.  14. 

M  4  been 
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been  delegated  by  the  Su- 1  ing  away  her  difhonour  and 
preme  to  communicate  to  1  reproach  among  men. 
thee  thefe  joyful  events:  .  j  §—26  In  the  fixth  month 
20  But  fince  thou  wert  not!  of  Elifabeth’s  pregnancy  God 
difpoled  to  credit  thefe  pre-  j  deputed  the  angel  Gabriel  to 
diftions,  which  I  was  com*  j  Nazareth  a  Town  in  Galilee, 
miflioned  to  impart  to  thee  j  27  commanding  him  to 
—  thou  (halt  be  rendered  in*  j  vifit  a  certain  virgin,  whofe 
capable  of .  fpeaking  a  word  [  name  was  Mary,  who  had 
’till  the  time  of  their  ac£om-  J  been  efpoufed  to  one  Jofeph, 
plifhment.  fa  dependent  from  David. 

§ — 21  During  this  tranf-  28  Accordingly  the  angel 
action  the  people  waited  in  entered  the  houfe  in  which 
the  court  ol  the  temple-— —  (he  refided,  and  thus  accoft- 
wondering,  w^at  could  have  cd  her  —  Hail!  O  thou  dii- 
induced  Zach  arias  to  Hay  fo  tinguilhed  favourite  of  hea- 
long  in  the  fanltuary  beyond  ven.  Hail !  —  The  fupreme 
the  ufual  time.  Jehovah  deigns  to  felect  thee 

22  But  when  he  came  out  as  the  object  of  his  love! 
to  pronounce  the  ufual  bene*  ——In  happinefs  art  thou 
diction  and  difmifs  them  —  infinitely  exalted  above  all 
he  found  the  faculty  of  fpeech  thy  fex 1 
entirely  lufpended^ — he  made!  29  The  appearance  ami 
figns  to'  them,  by  which  they  !  menage  of  the  angel  filled 
underflood  that  he  had  ffeen;|  her  with  the  laft  terror  and 
a  vifion  in  the  temple.  |  perturbation— —revolving  in 
§—23. When  thc'courfe  of  j  ner  mind  what  fo  extraordi- 
his  miniftxation,  according  to  i-nary  a  falutation  could  im- 
the  regular  preferibed  order  1  port— 
which  had  Seen  long  eftab-  j  30  While  flic  was  anxi- 
lifhed,  was  fulfilled  ■■  ■■  Za- 1  oufiy  indulging  thefe  reflcc* 

charias  quitted  the  city  and !  rions  the  angel  refumed  — 
returned  .to  his  own  houfe.  j  Banifh  thy  fears— the  blefled 

24  Soon  after  this  his  wife  I  God  hath  mofl  highly  di  ft  in- 
Eli  fa  he  th  conceived  —  but  j  guifhed  thee,  and  will  confer 
concealed  her  pregnancy  from  j  upon  thee  the  greateft  ho- 
ihe  world  five  months,  J  nours,  that  can  be  enjoyed, 

25  blefiiqg  God  for  his!  31  for  thou  fhalt  immedi- 

lmgular  benignity  to  her  in  l  ately  conceive,  and  bear  a  fon, 
giving  her  a  child,  and  wip- 1  whom  thou  fhalt  call  jefus. 

I  32  He 
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▼ 

32  He  fhall  be  tranfcend- 1  ed  barren,  1$  now  fix  months 
eniiy  illuftrious  and  great,  1  gone  with  child. 

and  b«  denominated  the  fon  j  37  For  the  divine  power 

of  the  fupreme  and  ever-blef-  I  is  able  to  elfedl  the  greateft 
fed  God  —  The  mod:  High  |  impoffibilirics, 
will  advance  him  to  the!  3  8  Mary  replied— Behold ! 

throne  of  his  great  progeni-  J  I,  fpbmit  my  will  -to  the  di- 
tor  David,  vine— May  I  be  crowned  with 

33  and  he  dull  fway  the  if  hat  lingular  felicity  you  pre- 
Jcwilh  fceptre  and  govern  the  did?— —The  angel  then  dif- 
race  of  Jacob  for'  ever,  and  j  appeared. 

his  kingdom  lhall  be  without  J  §  —  39  Mary  being  thus 
limits  and  without  end.  .  I ;  informed  by  the  angel,  of  Er 

34  Mary  then  faid  to  the  lifabeth’s  conception,  haften- 

angel — How  is  itpolfible  that  I  .ed  Ito  the. mountainous  coun- 
I,  who  am  as  yet  a  ftranger  |  try,  and  entering  the  houle 
to  conjugal  embraces,  (hould  j;  where  Zacharias  dwelled, 
conceive,  and  give  birth  to  I  40  went  diredly  to  Elila- 
the  illuftrious  perfon  you  l.bcth,*  and  congratulated  her 
mention?  j.  upon ,  her  pregnancy. 

35  The  celeftial  meflenger  .  41  In  the  midft  of  thefc 

replied — Thy  pregnancy  (hall  joyful  grarulations  the  babe 
be  cffeftcd  by  the  miraculous  or  Elifabeth  violently  moved 
operation  of  the  divine  fpirit,  and  leaped,  as  if  affected  with 
whole  powerful  influence  will  fympathetic  tranlport — Eli- 
im mediately  communicate  life  labeth  then  was  mftandy  Al¬ 
and  exiftence — on  which  ac-  led  with  the:  divine  afflatus, 
count  thy  fa c red  offspring  ;  42  and  wiith  ecftaric  tranf- 

lhall  be  diftinguilhed  by  the  ports  (he  cried  out  in  a  loud 
peculiar  appellation  of  the  exclamation — Bleffedart  thou 
Son  of  God.  above  all  thy  fex  !  Bleiled  is 

36  And  in  order  that  thou  the  babe  of  which  thou  art 
mayeft  moft  certainly  con-  now  ‘  pregnant ! 

elude  that  thefe  grand  events  43  What  aftoniihing  con- 
will  be  accompli  Ihed — be  af-  .defeenflon  is  this,  that  the 
fured,  that  Elifabeth  thy  re-  j  mother  of  {he  Meffiah  thus 
lation  is  advanping  in  her  dejgns  to  vifit  me ! 
pregnancy,  and  will  have  a  44  Amazing  circumftance! 
fon  in  her  old  age  ■,  for  (he,  the  moment  thou  didft  feli- 
who  hath  lb  long  been  reput-  citatc  me,  .my  babe,  as  if 

I  tranfported 
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iraafported  with  the  glorious  tions  of  the  opulent  and  haugh- 
prafpeft,  fprung  With  rapture  cy  crufhed  in  a  moment ! 
within  me !  52  From  the  proud  mo- 

45  Thrice  happy  art  thou,  narch  he  tears  bis  diadem, 

who  didft  not  diftruft  the  di-  and  fixes  it  upon  the  brow  of 
vine  mefiage— -for  every  cir- 1  humble  and  obfeure  virtue, 
cumltance,  that  hath  been  53  He  degrades  the  rich 
mentioned,  the  divine  vera-  and  iofolent  to  penury  and 
city  will  molt  certainly  ac-  wretchednefs,  and  elevates 
complifb.  '  opprefled  and  fu fieri ng  meric 

46  Then  Mary  in  a  reli-  to  opulence  and  dignity, 

gious  ecftacy  cried  out— My  j  54  He  hath  powerfully 
foul  with  reverence  adores  |  fuppoited  the  linking  Hate  of 
my  Creator  l  j  Ifrael, 

47  and-  all  rqy  faculties  [  55  continuing  to  uk  that 

with  cranfport  join  in  cele-  j  mercy  and  benevolence,  which 
bracing  the  goodnefs  of  God  I  he  (hewed  to  Abraham  and 
-my  faviour?  [  his  dependents - and  will 

49  who  hath  in  (o  lignal  a  j  amply  fulfil  thole  promiles, 
manner  condefcended  to  re-  which  he  made  to  our  great 
gard  my  obfeure  and  hum-  J  and  holy  anceftors. 
bk  ftation  —  Tranfcendent  j  56  Mary  after  having  Paid 
goodnefs  1  every  future  age  J  with  her  about  three  months 
will  now  conjoin  in  celebrat-  j  returned  home, 
ing  my  diftingui  filed  happi-  j  § — 57  The  period  ofEli- 

nets !  I fabeth-s  pregnancy  was  now 

49  For  ever  adored  be  the  j  completed  —and  (he  was  de- 

matchlefs  goodnefs  of  that  livered  of  a  fon. 
omnipotent  Being,  who  hath  }  58  The  joyful  news  foon 

deigned  to  confer  upon  me  I  reached  all  her  relations  and 
an  honour  lo  illuftrious  and  j  neighbours  —  who  halted  m 
divine  X  congratulate  her  on  that  dit- 

50  His  lupreme  benignity  tinguilhed  happinefs  that  hea- 
-  to  thpfe  who  obey  him  will  ven  had  Ihown  her. 

ever  continue  immutable  4nd  59  The  eighth  day  being 
infinite  thro*  all  the  revolving  come,  on  fcbieh  according  to 
ages  of  time  and  eternity.  the  Jcwilh  cuftom  the  child 

5 1  How  irrefiltible  is  his  j  was  to  be  circumciled,  their 
potent  arm !  How  are  die  fin-  j  friends  and  acquaintance  all 
(blent  and  towering  imagina-  j  met— intending  to  call  him 

.1  Zac  ha- 


r 


Zacharias  after  the  name  of  i  tirtguiftiedl  The  child  ex- 
this  father :  hibited  early  and  convincing 

60  But  Elifabeth  oppofed  proofs  to  every  ipe&ator  that 

them,  faying,  He  (hall  be  God  was  its  guardian  and 
called  Jonn.  friend. 

61  Againft  this  they  re-r  67  Zacharias  was  then  feiz- 
monftrated-^-cxprefiing  their'  ed  with  a  divine  afflatus,  and 
aftonifhment,  that  (he  (hould  uttered  the  following  fublime 
choofe  a  name  which  none  of  prophetic  ft  rains — . 

her  relations  bore.  68  For  ever  blefled  be  the 

62  They  intimated  to  the  fupreme  Jehovah,  the  benign 

father  their  embarraflment,  guardian  of  Ifracl,  for  plan-; 
and  defined  him  to  fix  on  a  ning  fuch  a  gracious  fcheme 
name.  of  redemption  for  his  favour 

63  He  then  by  figns  afk-  rite  nation, 

cd  for  a  writing  cablet  — » in  69  by  mercifully  railing 

which  he  wrote  his  name ;  at  fuch  a  potent  and  iiluftrious 
the  fame  time  faying  with  an  deliverer  for  vti  in  the  family 
articulate  voice — He  (hall  be  ojf  David  i 
called  John — They  were  all  70  In  how  fignal  a  manner 
ieized  with  aftonifhmeht,  is  he  now  ^ccomplifhing  thofe 

64  for  his  fpeech  was  in*  tranfportirig  affu  ranees,  which 
ftantaneoufiy  reftored,  and  r  he  commtifioned  his  holy  pro- 
with  diftintft  accents  he  paid  1  phets,  at  various  times,  ever 
his  pious  and  grateful  ac- 1  fince  the  beginning  of  the 
knowledgments  to  heaven,  j  world,  to  communicate  to  his 

65  Thefe  myfterious  events  I  people— 

excited  religious  awe  and  re-1  71  that  he  would  crufli  the 
verence  in  the  whole  neigh1 1  power  of  all  our  inveterate 
bourhood  — —  and  in  all.  the  I  foes,  and  vindicate  us  into 
mountainous  country  of  Ju-  j  perfect  freedom  and  liberty : 
dea  was  the  fame  of  thefe  1  72— that  he  would  accom-r 

amazing  tranfaftions  (bon  dif-  Iplilh  that  gracious  promile, 
fuled :  j  which  he  made  to  our  an* 

66  And  all  who  heard  this  j  (tors : 

uncommon  relation  anxioufly  J  73  —  and  fulfil  every  en- 
revolved  all  the  circumitancejs  I  gagement;  of  that  covenant 
of  it  in  their  minds*— faying,  1  which  he  eftablifhed  with  A- 
What  a  great  and  eminent  |  braham  our  great  progenitor, 
perfonage  will  this  child  be,  j  and  ratified  by  the  moft  fo~ 
who  is  thus  miraculoufly  dif-  j  lemn  Oath  : 
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74  Exhibiting  before  them 
the  joyful  proipelt  of  that 
happy  time,  when  he  would 
completely  refcue  us  from 
the  power  of  our  adverfarics, 
and  reinftate  us  in  futh  tran¬ 
quility  and  peace,  that  we 
might,  in  undifturbed  repofc, 
ferve  him.  without  flavilh  fear, 

75  and  fpend  the  refidtie 
of  our  lives  in  the  affiduous 
cultivation  and  purfuit  of 
univerfal  holinefs  and  virtue. 

*  i  * 

76  And  thou,  O  illuftrious 
babe,  fhalt  foon.  be  diftin- 
guifhed  as  a  molt  eminent 
prophet— for  thou  (halt  be 

the  immediate  predeceflor  of 
the  Mdfiah,  to  prepare  the. 
world  lor  his  reception  : 

77  and  thine  appointed  of¬ 
fice  will  be  t.opuolilh  to  man¬ 
kind  forgi venefs  of  £ns  upon 
fincere  repentance,  and  to 
proclaim  tne  fpeedy  ereftion 
of  the  Meffiah’s  kingdom. 

7S  Thefe  bltffings  are  o- 
riginally  derived  .  to  us  from; 
the  unexhaufted  fountain  of  1  ri£ 

which 


world,  and  to  blels  us  with 
its  mild  refrdhing  beams, 

79  d  spelling  that  gloomy 
darknefs,  in  which  mankind 

1  4 

have  been  fo  long  enveloped, 
and  hyjtsfalucary  rays  clear¬ 
ly  difcpvering  to  us  the  path 
that  conducts  to  virtue  and 
happinefs. 

§— 8oThe  child  loondifco- 
vered  an  uncommon  ftrength 

•  '  9 

and  vigour  of  underltanding 
—  but  relidcd  in  the  defarts 

*  •  »  m  a  + 

of  Judsa  kill  the  time  that 
his  public  miniftry  com¬ 
menced. 


C  H  A  P.  II. 

1.  A  BOUT  that  time  an 
**  edift  was  publifhed 
by  Auguftus  Cadar  that  a 
general  cenfus  ihould  be 
made  throughout  the  whole 
extent  of  Judea. 

.2  This  was  the  firft 1  cen- 
fus  —  and  was  executed  by 
Quirinius  the  praefeft  of  Sy- 


thc  Divine  benignity 
hath  now  caufed  this  bright 
refulgent  fun  to  rife  upon  the 


3  In  confequence  of  this 
ediidfc  all  repaired  to  the m 
towns  to  which  they  refpec- 


P  a 

1  It  Wes  the  firfi  that  Quirinius ^  executed— for  he  executed  ««  a/)n-~ 
wardt,  when  he  was  prefect  of  Syria,  which  caufed  a  rebellion.-— —The 
word  etvvyf here  ufed  by  Luke  dees  not  merely  fignify  to  tax,  but 
to  onull,  rtgtfltr,  record—' Xerxes  before  the  engagement  fet  a  number  of 
writers  upon  an  eminence  avt/ypi^SK  net id  liaynv  ret  maTrouir-t 
-to  regifter  the  particular  tranfa£lions  of  the  fight— When  j£miUus  was 
cenfor  there  were  enrolled  &c.  Plutarch  Themtil.  p.216. 

and  Emilias,  502.  Edit.  Steph. 

01  This  was  done  in  order  to  prevent  confufion  in  taking  the  cenfus. 
Poltkumius  the  Conful  iifued  a  public  edift  that  all  the  Larin  allies  in 
fnis  civitaribus  cenfcrentur.  Livij,  Lib.  4*.. Tom.  3.  p.  507.  Edit.  Efz. 

4  lively 
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tiveJy  belonged,  in  order  to  approach— which  filled  them 
be  enrolled  in  the  public  re-  with  the  laft  cortftemation. 
gifter.  .  1  io  The.  angel  then  ad- 

4  Among  others  Jofcph  drefied  himfelf  to  them  and 

went  from  Nazareth,  a  town  faid  —  “  Difpel  your  terrors' 
in  Galilee,  to  Bethlehem  the  —for  I  am  commifiioned-  to 
place  of  Davids  Nativity,  as  report  to  you  a  moft  joyful 
he  was  a  defcendent  from  that  anq  tranfporting  events  in 
prince,  which  the  whole  world  i* 

5  to  be  enrolled  along  with  mterefted ! 

Mary  to  whom  he  had  been  •  1 1  For  this  very  day,  in 

efpoufed — and  who  was  then  the  city  of  David,  the  Sa- 
far  advanced  in  her  preg-  viour —  the  great  Meffiah— 
nancy.  is  born! 

6  During  their  continuance  12  By  thefe  tokens  you 

here,  the  time  of  her  delivery  may  eafily  diftinguifh  the  il- 
approached,  I  luftrious  babe— You  will  find 

7  and  (he  brought  forth  a  |  him  fwithed,  and  depofited 
fon  —  whom  (he  fwathed  —  I  in  a  manger.** 

but  was  obliged  to  repout  |  13  The  angel  ended— and 

him  in  a  manger — being  un-  was  inftandy  joined  by  my- 
able  to  procure  accominoda- 1  riads  of  cdHlial  fpirits,  who 
tion  in  the  inn,  by  reafon  of  I  celebrated  the  divine  benig- 
the  vaft  concourfe  of  people,  j  ni^y  in  the  moft  fublime  and 
with  which  the  town  at  that  I  rapturous  drains — repeating, 
time  was  crowded,  I  1 4  “  O  let  the  higheft  an- 

§  —  8  It  happened  that  j  gelic  orders  hymn  the  praife 
there  were  in  the  adjacent  [  of  God !  O  what  happinefs 
fields  a  company  of  (hep  herds,  hath  now  blefled  the  world! 
employing  the  hours  of  night  O  what  ineffable  benevolence 
in  guarding  their  refpettive  is  <  now  exprefied  towards 
flocks.  men ! 

9  But  behold!  while  they  15  Soon  as  the  heavenly* 
were  thus  occupied— a  moft  choir  difappeared,  the  (hep- 
glorious  and  inexpreflible  herds  faid  one  to  another—^- 
lplendour  "  inftantaneoufly'  Let  us  immediately  go  to 
iurrounded  them  —  and  they  Bethlehem,*  and  be  cye-wit- 
faw  a  bright  heavenly  form  I  neffes  of  this  grand  event. 


n  In  the  original  the  glory  if  ! be  Lord— of  the  Lord  being  the  Hebrew1 
fu  perl  a  live. .  See  Chap.  1.  76. 


which 
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which  Godhath'  been  pleafed  J  the  name  which  the  angelhad 
in  this  figRal  manner  to  com- 1  given  him  before  his  concep- 
municate  to  us.  It  ion. 

1 6  Accordingly  they  ftll  |  22  And  when  the  time  ap- 

hailed  with  rapid  and  impa-  (  pointed  in  the  law  for  the  pu- 

tient  fteps  to  the  town— where  Irification  of women  after  child- 
they  loon  found  Mary  and] 'birth  was  completed— —they 
Jofeph  anxioufly  watching  p- 1  carried  the  baoe  into  the  tern- 
yer  the  infant,  which  was  ly-  I'ple,  to  make  the  cuftomary 
ing  in  a  manger.  I  dedication  of  him  to  God. 

17  Soon  aa  they  had  feenl;  23  For  the  law  prefcribes 
the  infant,  they  publickly  rp- 1  that  every  firft-born  male 
ported  every  cifcumftance  I  (child  (hall  be  lblemnly  confe- 
which  the  angel  hid  recount- 1  crated  to  God. 

cd  to  them  concerning  the  1 .  24  Mary  therefore  offered 
child.  I  a  couple  of  young  pigeons — 

1 8  And  all*  who  heard  the  I  the  ufual  oblation  of  the  poor- 
account  .which  thele  fhep- 1  er  fort  upon  this  occafion. 
herds  gave  of  that  amazing  I  §—25  At  this  time  there 
feene  of  which  they  had  been  I  wasat  Jerufalcm  one  Simeon,  a 
ipe&ators,  were  filled  with  I  perfon  of  eminent  piety  and 
extreme  aftoniffiment. I  diftinguiffved  virtu  e,  who  was 

19  But-  Mary  in  lUent  re- 1  endowed  with  the  gift  of  pro- 
flection  revolved  the  fhep-  j  phecy,  and  who  had  lived  for 
herds*  words  in  her  mind— *  I  tome  time  in  ardent  expe da- 
comparing  this  recent 'event  j  tion  of  feeing  the  Meffiali 
wkh  former  .tranfe&tons  of  a  I  uibered  into,  me  world, 
fimilar  miraculous  nature,  I  26  Thcfe  his  expectations 

20  The  Ibepherds,  after  I  were  founded  on  a  divine  al- 
having  puWHhed  a  detail  ofj  fu ranee,  that  he  lhould  live 
the  vifion,  returned — -cele-j  to  fee  this  grand  and  glorious 

brating  with  great  emotion  j  event, 
the  praiies  of  God  for  the!  27  This  holy  perfon,  while 
great  event  they  had  feen,  j  the  parents  of  Jefus  were  em- 
and  for  his  condefcenfion  ii)  I  ployed  in  preparing  the  cuf- 
inforroing  them  of  it  in  fo  il- 1  tomary  oblation,  by  aprophe- 
luftrious  a  manner.  I  tic  impuMe  and  direction  came 

$—2 1  Ok  the  eighth  day,  I  into  the  temple, 
according  to  the  Jewilh  cuf- 1  28  and  advancing  up  to 

tom,  he  was  circumcifed— j  them,  took  the  child— folded 
and  they  called  him  Jesvs,  I  him  in  his  arms— and  with  re- 

j  ligious 
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ligious  tranfport  poured  out  ]  ed  and  depraved  willdmefr 
his  gratitude  to  God — faying,  I  all  their  malice  and  calumny: ; 

29  O  God!  thy  promife  1  35  And  the  cruel  miferies 

to  me  is  amply  fulfilled  !— —  |  andfufferings,  in  which  they 
1  now  quit  the  port  of  hu-  I  will  involve  him,  will  yield: 
man  life  with  fatisfadion  and  |  tbee  the  accuteft  forrows,  and: 
joy !  I  like  a  dart p  transfix  and  tear; 

30  lince  thou  haft  indulg-  I  thy  breaft. 

ed  mine  eyes  with  fo  divine  j  § — 36  There  was  in  the 
afpe&acle,  as  Che  great  Mef-  city  a  prophetefe  called  An- 
fiali !  I  na,  the  daughter  of  Phanuel, 

3 1  Whom  thou  haft  now  j  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  A~ 

fent  into  the  world  to  blefs  l  fer,  who  was  opprefled  with* 
mankind—  1  extreme  old  age— She  had 

32 — to  impart  happinefs  to  .1  been  married  in  early  life,  but 
Ifrael,  and  to  diflfuie  facred  I  had  loft  her  hufband  fevcm 
light  among  the  benighted  j  years  .after  her  marriage. 

/ leathern!  I  37  This  widow,  having 

33  The  a&ions  and  Ian- 1  now  attained  her  eightyfoonh 

guage  of  this  good  man  filled  [  year,  had  conftantiy  attended' 
Jofeph  and  Mary  with  ex-  i  the  fervice  of  the  temple,  and 
treme  aftonifhmenir.  rwas  a  moft  eminent  pattern- 

34  Simeon  then  folemnly  j'of  fervent  devotion  and  the 
gave  the  infant  his  benedufti- 1  ftrifteft  holinefs. 

on — and  laid  to  Mary,  “  This  r  38  Thispeffoncoming-into 
child  is  appointed  of  God  to  1  the  temple  at  the  fame  time, 
be  the  great  teft  of  the  moral  I  poured  forth  in  an  ecftacy  of 
difpofitjons  of  the  Jews  ■—  J  joy,  her  warmeft  gratitude  to 
Many  will  accordingly  cm*  1  God,  for  indulging  her  with 
brace,  and  many  will  rejedt  j  a  fight  of  the  Meffiah — and 
him — he  will  be  the  common  j  reprefented  that  child  as  the 
butt 0  to  which  the  prejudic*  great  redeemer  to  all  who 


*  The  word  rnfttte*  fignifie*  a  Atari  at  which  then  Jboct,  or  ihrrw. 

1 

t  fignifies  a  dart  fit /fear. 

vEquaque,  nec  ferro  brevior  ncc  xomphea  ligno. 

Valet.  Flac.  Argon.  Lib.  6. 

In  the  catalogue  of  weapons  A.  Gellitu  mention)  this  word— fuelling  it 
in  latin,  wKpiw:  on  which  TbyfiuP  note  is— Pxo|>rie  erai  haftiiis  genus. 
A.  GeJUtu  Vat®.  562. 
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were  at  that  time  ardently  ex-  |  ended,  his  parents  fetotit  ap¬ 
pealing  his  appearance  9.  I  on  their  journey  into  the  court- 
— 39  Joseph  and  Mary  1  try-^-not  knowing  that  their 
after  they  had  performed  aitlfon  flayed  behind  in  the  city, 
the  rites,  which  the  law  pre-  I  44  For  they  concluded  that 

feribed,  returned  to  Nazareth  I  he  was  gone  down  with  the 
in  Galilee.  -  I  company  among  whom  he  had 

40  As  the  child  grew  up  I  travelled  up  to  the  metropo- 
fte  foon  difplayed  uncommon  I  lis— —  but  when  they  had  ad- 
abilities,  and  a  penetration  vanccd  a  day’f  journey,  and 
and  wifclom  greatly  fUperiour  made  anxious  enquiry  after 
to  his  years— 'there  was  alio  a  I  him  among  all  their  friends 
divine  beauty  and  grace  cjif-  I  and  acquaintance, 

fufed  over  his  perfon  f.  I  45  without  being  able  to 

41  His  parents  conftantly  I  get  any  information  where  he. 

took  a  journey  every  year  to  I  was — they  returned  with  the 
the  capital  at  the  feaft  of  the  |  moft  painful  folicitudc  to  the 
paffover.  I  city — {pending  three  days  in 

42  When  he  had  attained  j  fruitlels  fearch  of  him. 

his  twelfth  year,  therefore,  I  46  At  laft  they  found  him 
they  went  up  to  the  city,  hs  in  one  of  the  courts  of  the 
ufual,  to  celebrate  this  fo-  1  temple,  fitting  among  the 
leranity— and  took  him  with  learned  rabbies  —  ftudioufly 
them*——  1  liflening  to  their  i  nftrudtions, 

43  When  the  feflival  was  '  and  debating  with  them : 

%  How  general  this  expeOatlon  was,  appears  from  the  following  tefli- 
monies.  Percrebuerat  onente  toto  veins  et  emfiatu  opinio,  efle  in  fatis  ot 
to  temfore  Judaea  profecti  rerum  potirentur.  Sutton.  Vefpaf.  c.  4.  Edit. 
Var“.  p.  735.  Pluribus  perfuafio  inerat,  antiquis  facerdotum  Ixteris  con- 
tineri,  eo  ipfo  tempore  fore,  ut  valefceret  oriens,  profedique  Judsea  re¬ 
rum  potirentur.  Tetit.  Hi/}.  Lib.  5.  13  Edit.  Dubl.  To  <fs  sir apav  au7*( 
fiAXtfet  Tpof  rot  m\t/tor  nr  ypa f{*Q"  opotut  ir  roit  ttet/f 

topnfitr©-  ypAeputfftt,  etf  tarot  rev  xtti pav  taCrror,  an  rr<  y_n>Lit<  r '« 
avruv  ctpjj/  r»<  otXKuwtH.  Jofepb.  Lib.  6.  B.  J.  Cap.  31.  Confult  alfo 
Luke  ii.  13.  c.  iii.  13.  c.  xxiv.  21.  Afts  i.  6. 

r  yi*p/v  m  ©*»  means  here  according  to  the  Hebrew  idiom  an  uncom¬ 
mon  elegance  and  grace— of  God  is  the  Jewifli  fuperlativc.  Mountains  of 
Cod.  yapit  is  ufed  in- this  ienfe  by  Luke,  Ch.  iv.  22.  and  very  frequently 
by  the  Greet  writers  —  For  example,  in  a  pa/Iage  ftmilar  to  this  in  the 
Odyfley.  J-‘  «p’  A6nrs 

0wt rnv  x&nyivt  yap  tv  «<$  stAj  t*  am  t/uotf.  OdyfT.  0  19. 

'  None  of  the  painters  could  do  juftice  to  Dtmtrisu ;  he  had  foch  a  dig- 
nity,  grace,  yap «•,  Ac.  Plutarch  Demet.  p.  1 630.  Edit.  Steph. — See  alfo 
AS*  vii.  20.  and  Raphtlii  net. 

47  And 
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47  And  all,  who  were  pre- 
Cent  at'  this  conference,  wet? 
aftonilhed  at  the  amazing  far 
gacity  he  difcovered,  and.  aj 
the  pertinency  and  foHdwy  of 
the  replies  he  made  to  thf 
que  (lions  propofed  to  him. 

48  His  parents  finding  hia? 
in  this  circle  exprefied  great 
iurprife — his  mother  faid  to 
him.  My  child !  what  was  it 
induced  you  to  aft  cowards  us 
in  this  manner  —how  many 
bitter  forrowful  hours  have 

you  coft  your  father  and  mo-- 
ther  in  fearching  every  place 
for  you ! 

49  He  replied,  why  did 

you  thus  diftrefs  yourielves  in 

fuch  an  anxious  enquiry  after 

me  ? — Could  vou  not  con* 

* 

elude,  that  1  was  employed 

in  promoting  the  interefls  of 
my  Father  ? 

50  But  they  underftood  not 
the  meaning  of  his  expref- 
lions. 

51  Jefus  then  went  down 
with  them  to  Nazareth,  where 
he  refided  with  his  parents, 
and  difeharged  all  the  duties 
of  filial  piety  —  All  thefe  lin¬ 
gular  incidents  his  mother 
treafured  up  in  her  mind,  and 
anxioufly  revolved  them  in 
her  daily  thoughts. 

52  As  J.efus  advanced  .in 


w 

years,  he  advanced  in  wjf- 
dom— and  by  his  amiable  vir¬ 
tues  conciliated  the  love  both 
of  Qod  and  man. 


* 


I 
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1  IN  the  fifteenth  year  of 
the  reign  ofTiberius — 

Pontius  Pilate  being  then 

procurator  *  of  Judaea1—  He¬ 
rod  being  tecrarch  of  Galilee 
his  brother  Philip  tetrarch 
of  Itursea  and  Trachomtis— 
and  Lyfanias  being  tecrarchof 
Abilene, 

!  2  Annas  and  Caiaphas  be¬ 
ing  then  alfo  high-priefts  — 
John  the  fon  of  Zacharias  by 
a  prophetic  irrjpulfe  began  'his 
public  minillry  in  the  wilder- 
nefs  of  Judaea. 

9  He  firft  of  all  travelled 
about  all  the  country  that  lay 
contiguous  to ! the  river  Jor¬ 
dan,  proclaiming,  wherever 
he  went,  the  neceflity  of  re¬ 
pentance'  and  amendment  of 

life,  in  order  to  fecure  the 

*  #  * 

divine  forgivenefs  —  and  ex* 
honing  men  to  t edify  che  fin- 
cerity  of  their'  penitence  by 
fiibmktiqg  to  dhe  rite  of  bap- 
tifm. 

4  This  -is  tht  perlon  whom 
Haiah  hath  fo;  cxprefsly  cha- 
rafteriied  in  the  following 


*  Auflor  nominis  ejus  Chriftus.-qui  Tmbhio  per fneurattrm 

Ponrium  Pjlatura  fupplicio  afieftp*  Crat.  Tacit.  A*»  xv,  44.  p.  2 86.  Edit. 
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paflage:  “  Hark  I  the  voice  9  The  ax  is  this  moment 
of  an  herald,  making  procla-  .  lying  at  the  tree’s  root — every 
mation  in  the  delert,  and  cry-  tree  that  doth  not  bear  goocj 
ing — O  prepare  for  the  fpeedy  fruit,  is  immediately  to  be 
ad  vent  of  the  Mefiiah — ftrow  cut  down,  and  thrown  into 
the  path  wijth  flowers, ;  in  the  fire  \ 
which  his  faicred  feet  lhall  10  The  aflembled  popu 
tread!  lace  then  anxioufly  interro 

5  Every  Valley  lhall  be  gated  him  what  they  ihould 
filled  up  every  mountain  do. 

lhall  be  levelled)  and  the  ir-  11  Heanfwercd — He  who 
regular  path  lhall  be  made  is  blefied  with  plentiful  cnC 
direct,  the  rugged  fmooth  \  cumftances,  let  him  freely 

6  and  the  whole  earth  lhall  impart  food  and  raiment  to 
behold  a  moil  amazing  ex-  indigent  and  diftrefied  ob- 
preflion  of  the  divine  bene-  jefts. 

volence.”  12  The  collectors  of  the 

7  Vaft  crowds  accordingly  taxes  likewife  came  to  be  bsp 
retorted  to  him  to  be  bap-  tiled  —  and  alked  him  what 
tifed — to  whom  he  thus  ad'  duties  he  recommended  to 
dreffed  himjelf :  “  O  deprav-  their  obfervance. 

ed  and  profligate  race !  who  13  He  replied.  Avoid  all 
admonimed  you  to  Ihun  the  fraud  and  oppre/Tion  in  ihd. 
impending  calamities  ?  difeharge  of  your  office — and 

8  If  you  tome  hither  as  confine  yourielves  within  thd 
profefied  penitents,  fhow  the  juft  limits  of  your  depart* 
lincerity  and  genuinenels  of  metar. 

your  repentance  by  a  virtu-  14.  The  foldiers  alfo  de* 
ous  life  —  and  do  not  value  manded  of  him  what  duii« 
yourfelves  upon  having  A-  he  enjoined  upon  them — Hes 
braham  for  your  great  proge-  faid,Forbearpillaginganyonfl 
nitor— -for  God  1$  able  even  upon  unjuft  pretences — donofc 
from  .thefe  ftones  to  form  a  bafely  infonn  againft  any  ones 
race  of  men  infinitely  more  to  enrich  yourielves  with  hii 
worthy  of  Abraham-,  by  in-  fpoils —foment  no  difturtv 
heriting  his  virtues.  anccs,  but  be  content  ta 

A 

■ 

.  *  This 'animated  language  of  the  prophet  remind)  one  of  what  Xerm 
did  in  hi)  oftentatiouj  expedition  into  Greece.  Says  Jufiin  ;  Montes  in) 
planum  duccbat,  et  ewivexa  valliom  zquabat.  Lib.  ii.  C.  10. 

0  John  refer)  to  the  deftrofiion  oSJtnt/aUm  in  this  and  the  7th  and  i*thi 
Vcriej. 
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was  that  auguft  and 


live  upon  the  pay  that  is  al¬ 
lowed  you. 

15  The  expectation  of  the 
fpcedy  appearance  of  the  Met 
Hah  being  at  that  time  gene¬ 
ral,  and  all  the  Jews,  after  the 
molt  deliberate  reflexions, 
being  difpefed  to  conclude 
that  John 
facrcd  perJfbnage, 

1 6  John  took  care  to  un¬ 
deceive  them,  making  this 
declaration  to  the  whole  af- 
l'embly — I  baptize  you  only' 
with  water  in  order  to  repen¬ 
tance — but  my  fucceiTor  is  a 
pcrlon  ofinfinitely  greaterdig- 
nitv,  to  whom  I  am  not  wor~ 

4  7 

thy  to  do  the  meaneft  office— 
He  will  baptize  you  with  the 
holy  fpirit  and  with  fire 

17  With  his  fan  he  will 
winnow  and  thoroughly  clear 
his  crops,  wilt  coIJeX  and 
carefully  repofit  the  good 
grain  in  his  ftore-houle  — 
buc  the  chaff  he  will  bum  up 
and  utterly  confume  with  in- 
extinguifhable  fire  *. 

18  Thus  this  eminent  pro¬ 
phet  continued  to  give  many 
ufcful  and  important  inftruc- 
tions  to  the  people  ;  • 

19  ’till  at  lafl.  Herod  the 
tetrarch  being  exafperated  at 
his  freedom  in  rebuking  him 
for  the  atrocious  Crimes  he  hpd 
been  guilty  of— and  above  all 


w  See  Adb  ii. 


for  his  inceftuous 
with  Herodias  hi 
Philip’s  wife 

20  caufed  him  to  be  appre¬ 
hended  and  imprifoned—ad- 
din°j  this  cruelty  and  4njulLce 

to  his  many  other  flagrant 
enormities. 

§ - 21  Among  the  vaft 

multitudes,  that  crowded  to 
his  baptifm,  came  Jefus 
who  being  baptifed  and  pray- 

irig — the  Iky  immediately  o- 

pened, 

22  and  the  holy  fpinr  in  a 
bodily  form  defctndefd  upon 
him  with  the  rapidity  of  a<k>ve 
—  at  the  fame  time  that  this 
iolemn  voice  iflued  from  the 

parted  clouds—  “  Thou  arc 
my  fon-— the  objeX  of  my 
fondeft  affections;” 

23  Jefus,  having  now  at¬ 
tained  his  thirtieth  year,  en¬ 
tered  upon  his  public  minif* 
try — His  Genealogy,  by  his 
mother’s  fide,  is  exhibited  in 
the  following  tfrble, 

Jofeph,  his  reputed 
father, 

Mary,  daughter  of 
Jieli,  the  fon  of 

24  Matthat, 

Levi,  i 
Melchi, 

Janna, 

J  ofeph. 


3»*. 

Referring  to  we  deftradlon  of  Jerufalem. 

N 


Mattathras* 


r$o 

*6 


26 


*7 


*8 


29 


30 


a* 


32 
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Mat  tat)  fits* 

Amos, 

Naum, 

Efli, 

Nagge, 

Maath, 

Matctthtas, 

Scmei, 


banna, 

.  hefe, 
Zorobabel, 

Saktbitf, 

Ncri, 

Melchi, 

Acldt, 

Xo&tby 

Elmodam, 

Er, 

Jofc, 

Eliezer, 

Jorim, 

Matthcat, 


* 


Simeon, 

Juda, 

Jofeph, 

Jotfan, 

Efetkim, 

ftfehia, 

Mertan, 

Mactatha, 

Nathan, 

David, 

Jefie, 

Obed, 

Booz, 


Salmon, 

Naafoh, 

33  Aminadab, 
Aran, 
Efrom, 
Phares, 
Juda, 

34  Jacob, 
Ifaac, 
Abraham, 
Tharah, 

w  " 

Nachor, 

35  Saroch, 

Hagau, 

Phakl, 

Htber, 

Safe, 

36  Cainan, 

ArphaXad, 

Sem, 

Noe, 

Lamech, 

37  Mathufela, 
-Enoch, 
J»rcd, 
Maleleel, 
Cainan, 

38  Enos, 

Seth, 

Adam, 

GOD. 


CHAP.  IV. 

1  YES  US  having  receivr 
^  ed  the  divine  afflatus 
quitted  Jordan — and  in  a  pro* 
phedc  vihon  had  the  follow^ 

in| 


Chap.  ir.  by  L  v  k  e. 

ing  fcenc  exhibited  before  j  (Irate  thyfeif  before  me^  and 
him — 1  He  thought  himfelf  I  pay  roe.  religious  adoration- 
tranlported  into  a  dreary  de- !  8  T o  which  proposal  Jefus 

lert,  '  |  anfwered—Thou  -wicked  gd- 

2  where  the  devil  for  forty  1  verfary )  depart  fooaa  me—^ 
days  praftifed  every  in&diousj  for  the  infallible  word  of  truth 
art  to  feduce  him  from  his  fays,  u  Thou  (halt  igori&p 
duty— during  all  this  fpace  he  and  obey  no  other  being  but 
thought  that  he  tailed  no,  the  fuprenae  God  and  Father 
food,  and  that  at  the  expira-  of  ali.’* 

tion  of  this  period  he  felt  the  :  9  The  devil  then,  ho 
painful  ienlations  of  hunger :  thought,  tranfgotted  him 

3  He  then  thought  the  through  the  .air  to  Jeruiafop* 
tempter  af  failed  him  and  faid,  and  placed  him  on  one  of  the 
Since  thou  art  the  MefHah,  battlements  of  the  temple — 
con  vert  thefe  Hones  into  bread  faying  tohim,  at  the  fame  time* 
to  iutisfy  thv  raging  appetite.  Since  thou  art  the  Meffiah 

4  Jeius  laid  to  him  in  the  throw  thyfeif  down. 

words  of  feripture — The  ani-  :  10  For  th6  feripture  fays, 
mal  life  of  man  may  be  fuf-  **  Angels  (hill  be  appointed 
mined  not  by  food  only,  but  to  protect  thee, 
by  any  other  means  that  the  1 1  they  will  fupport  thee 
v.-hilom  of  God  ihall  fee  fit  to  in  their  arms,  and  present 
appoint.  thee  from  being  dafoed  in 

5  The  devil  then,  he  pieces.” 

thought,  conveyed  him  to  the  12  Jefus  replied  — r* Them 
fummit  of  a  mountain  of  ftu-  is  another  feripture  which 
pendous  height— and  in  a  fays,  “  Thou  fha]t  not  infult 
moment  exhibited  before  him  God-s  providence  by  rqQiing 
all  the  kingdoms  of  the  uni-  into  danger/* 
verfe  in  all  their  (lately  pomp  1 3  The  devil,  he  though** 
and  magnificence  j  after  having  rxhaufted  all  his 

6  then  turned  to  him  and  efforts  in  vain— left  him  and 
faid— All  this  grandeur  and  vanUhed  awajy. 

glory  will  I  beftow  upon  thee  §— 14  J4?ps  entered  Gf- 

— for  they  are  mine,  and  I  lilee,  endowed  with  fpiritual 

lavifh  them  as  I  pleafe—  gifts  and  miraculous  powers, 

7  if  thou  wilt  only  pro-  which  he  began  to  exert  there 

■ 

r  See  the  Notes  on  Matth.  iv» 

Nt  —fo 
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that 


his  fame  .  was 
quickly  di fluted  through  all 
vie  adjacent  country. 

1 5  He  alfo  publickly  in¬ 
truded  the.  people  in  their 
religious  aflemblics,  and  was 

held  in  univerlhl  admiration. 

* 

6  Among  -other  towns 
which  he  vifited,  became  alio 

«  «r 

tp  Nazareth,  where  he  had 

been  educated  **—  and  on  the 
fabbath  day  went,  as  it  was 
his  conftant  cuftom,  to  the 
fy nagogue — Here  he  flood 


lage  he  folded  the  volume, 
and  giving  it  to  rhe  fervant 
who  had  prefented  it  to  him, 
fat  down s  —  and  the  eyes  of 
all  that  were  in  the  place  were 
intenfely  fixed  upon  him. 

a  I  He  then  ad  tire  fled  him- 
fclf  to  them  and  faid— The 
palftgc  of  feripture,  which 
you  nave  juft  heard  recited, 
hath  this  very  day  received 
its  accomplilhment. 

22  The  difeourfe  he  now 
delivered  raifed  in  them  ex¬ 
treme  aftonifhment— and  the 


tip  to  reao  tne  icnptures : 

17  And  the  prophecy  of  I  whole  afiembly  were  amazed 


Ilaiah  being  put  into  his 
hands,  be  unrolled  the  vo¬ 
lume,  and  light  upon  the 

following  pafTage : 

18“  God  hath  liberally 
endowed  me  with  the  gifts  of 
the  fpirit,  and  hath  commif- 
fioned  me  to  -  deliver  glad 
tidings  to  the  poor,  to  con- 
fole  the  diftrefled  mind,  to 
proclaim  releafe  an’d  liberty 
to  the  captive,  to  •'  impart  1  formed  at  Capernaum, 
fight  tQ  the  blind,  to  pour]  24  But  iu ffer  me  to  ob- 


at  the  beauty  and  elegance  of 
his  di&ion  *  — r  and  yet,  they 

faid,  this  is  Jofeph’s  fon ! 

23  Jefus  faid  to  them  — 
You  indeed  apply  to  me  the 
common  proverb,  Phyfician  \ 

cure  thine  own  relations  and 

* 

friends  lx  fore  ftrangers! 
work  the  fame  miracles  for 
us  here  in  your  own  country, 

as  we  heard  that  you  per- 


the  balm  of  comfort  into.the 
wounds  of  the  affii&ed, 

19  and  to  publifh  to  the 
world  the  -joyful  commence¬ 
ment  of  a  moft  glorious  and 
happy  revolution.” 

20  Having  read  this  paf- 


ferve  to  you.  That  no  pro¬ 
phet  meets  with  acceptance 
in  the  place  of  his  birth  and 
education. 

25  For  undoubtedly  there 
were  in  Elifha's  time  great 
numbers  of  indigent  and  dif- 


•  The  Jewift  clergy  oat  of  reverence  fioed  uf  when  they  read  the  ftrip- 
tmyir— when  they  taught  the  people  they  fat  dawn.  See  Chap.  v.  3. 

^  yaftf  if  often  qfcdfn  thisfenfe  for  the  beauty  of  eloquence  au4 

AAA*  y  9t  Vtff/f  VTMVtT.  piyff.  0, 175. 

trefied 
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trefled  widows  in  J udsea  dur- 1  lileei  and  on  the  labbath  day 
ing  that  mod  dreadful  famine  ]  delivered  his  inftru&ions  to 
which  univerfally  raged,  when  |  the  afiemblcd  multitudes ' 
there  was  no  min  for  three  j  32  who  were  all  aftonifhed 
years  and  an  half :  J  at  the  fublimity  and  impor- 

26  and  yet  the  prophet  was  |  tance  of  the  truths  he.  taught 
providentially  fent  to.the  re-  |  —  fpr  his  difeourfes  clearly 
lief  of  none  of  them — he  only  [  evi  need,  that  he  was  inveft- 
gave  miraculous  affiftance  to  j  ed  with  a  divine  authority. 

a  poor  widow  of  Sarepta,  a  j  33  There  was  in  the  a£ 
town  belonging  to  the  Sido-  j  fembly  b  a  man,  who  was  at . 
nians.  j  times  affiiXed  with  madnels 

27  No  doubt  alfo  but  there  j  —and  a  fit  of  diftraction  hap- 

were  many  unhappy  peribns  pening  then  to  feize  him,  he 
in  Judaea  infected  with  le-  cried  out  with  a  wild  and 
profy  in  the  days  of  Elilha —  vehement  vociferation — 
and  yet  not  one  of  them  was  34  Let  us  alone,  thou  Je- 
cured  by  that  prophet  but  fos  of  Nazareth  —  what  con- 
Naaman  a  Syrian.  cem  have  you  wfth  us  —  are 

28  When  the  afiembly  vou  come  to  deftroy  us  —  I 

heard  thele  reflexions,  they  :  know  very  well  who  you  are 
were  tranfported  with  the  j  —You  are  a  divine  prophet, 
moil:  violent  indignation  and  I  35  Jefus  then  authorita- 
rage,  j  tivefy  commanded  the  raging 

29  and  all  unanimously  I  difeafe  to  quit  him  immedi- 
rifing  up,  they  leized  him —  J  ately — upon  which,  tho’  the 
dragged  him  out  of  the  town  j  man  was  now  wallowing  on 
—and  hurried  him  to  the  j  the  ground  in  terrible  convul- 
fummit  of  the  hill,  on  which  I  lions,  •  he  was)  inftantaneoufly 
the  town  was  built,  to  throw  j  reftored  to  hik  underftanding 
him  headlong  down  the  pre- 1  and  reafon. 

cipice.  I  3  6  At  a  fpe&acle  fo  amazing 

30  But  he  rendered  him- 1  they.werelxruckwith  extreme 

felf  invifible  and  eluded  their  I  aftonilhment,  and  faid  one  to 
fury.  j  another— What  furprifing 

§—31  After  this  he  went  j  power  is  here  exerted ! — With, 

to  Capernaum  a  town  in  Ga- )  what  irrefi ftibjle authority  doth 

■ 

■ 

b  The  reader  of  the  facred  writings  Ihould  remember  that  there  were  qo 
nad-houfcs  in  Jud?a  either  f white  or  private — but  tbefe  unhappy  wretches, 
vulgarly  Ajppofcd  to  be  pofleflW  with  damn,  were  fuffered  to  ramble 
about.' 

N  4  he 
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ro- 


he  remove  the  hi  oft  bbftinate 
and  incurable  dtfeafes ! 

37  The  feme  of  his  mira- 
des  was  accordingly  loon  dif- 
fufed  thfo*  all  the- adjacent 

country. 

§■ — 38  The  WOrfhip  of  th# 
fynagogue  being  concluded 
lie  went  into  Si  mod's  houfe— 

The  mother  in  law  of  Simon 

« 

Was  at  that  time  confined  to 
her  bed  by  a  fever,  and  they 
informed  him  of  her  condi¬ 
tion. 

39  He  immediately  went 
into  her  room — and,  (land¬ 
ing  over  her,’  rebuked  the 

fever  ■  -  every  fymptom  va- 
nifhed  in  a  moment— dhe,  rofe 

tip  in  perfect  health,  and  jp 
Tided  them  rtfreihment. 

§.*-**40  When  the  fun  was 
going  down,  all  who  had  re¬ 
lations.  and  friends  labouring 
under  any  diiorders,  brought 
them  to  him— On  every  one 
of  theft  he  laid  his  hands,  and 
they  were  ilia  moment  bflelT- 
ed  with  perfect  health. 

41  Many  perfons  alfo  who 
were  affi  idled  with  madrids 
he  reftored  tb  the  ufe  of  their 
intelle&s-*— but  fu  fie  red  not 
the  di  drafted  to  publill)  his 
character  by  any  wild  and 

noify  exclamations./ 

§—42  The  next  day,  foOn 
as  the  morning  dawned,  he 
privately  retired  from  the 
multitude  to  an  unf/edueAted 

■  ft  ^ 

folitude — but  the  crowd,  as 


loon  as  they  d  ifcoVered  tha1 
he  was  abfe nt,  made  diligent 
feareh  for  him— and  finding 
him,  earneftly  importuned  him 
that  he  would  continue  a- 


mongft 


1 


43  But  he  anfwered 
mtift  publiih  in  other  towns 
the  joyful  news  of  the  fpeedy 
eredkion  of  the  kingdom  of 

God-*— for  this  is  the  will  and 
appointment  of  Him  who  lent 

me  into  the  world. 

w 

44  He  accordingly  travel¬ 
led  to  all  the  towns  of  Gali¬ 
lee,  and  publickly  delivered 
his  doftrines  in  their  fyna~ 
gogues. 

C  H  A  t\  V. 

1  A  FTER  this  as  he  flood 

inftrufting  the  people 
near  the  lake  of  Gen  nefaret,  he 
was  fo  much  incommoded  by 
a  prodigious  multitude  who 
prelfed  forwards  to  hear  his 
do&rine, 

2  that  fteing  two  veflels 
lying,  which  the  fifhermen 
had  juft  quitted  in  order  to 
dry  their  nets, 

3  he  went  on  board  one  of 
theft)  which  belonged  to  Si¬ 
mon*  and  defired  him  to  put 
.off  a  little  from  Ihore— He 
then  fat  down,  and  from  the 
boat  taught  the  affembled 
crowds,  that  formed  them- 
felvCS  on  the  riling  beach. 

4  When  he  had  finifhed  his 

difeourft,  he  bad  Simon  row 

further 


Chap.  v.  by  L  V  %  C.  xSf 

further  into  the  lake-t-and  to  I  Mr  James  and  Jofm,  2d»* 
caft  in  their  nets.  Icke'ifofts,  were  preferitop dds 

5  Simon  anfwered,  Sir,  I  occalion,  and  were  Simonas 
we  have  fulfcrined  great  fa~  I  partners— Jefits  being  a  wit-< 

tigue  during  the  whole  night  I  nefs  of  Peter's  great  amaze* 
without  any  fuccefc-^at  yoor  l  meftt  and  confirmation  faid 
command,  however,  1  will  j  to  him,  DHcard  thy  fears-— 
make  one  trial  more.  I  from  this  moment  tnou  fhalt 

6  They  threw  in  the  net  1  purfiie  a  nobler  prey — them 
therefore,  and  inclofed  fuch  I  fhaM  rdcue  mankind  from  the 
a  prodigious  number  of  fifties,  j  depths  of  fin  and  ruin  *. 

that  the  net  was  ready  to  be  J  i  j  When  they  had  hauled 
tom  in  pieces  by  the  immenfe  j  the  veflels  to  fhore,  they  left 
weight  of  them.  ‘  all  that  they  had,  deliberately 

7  They  called  to  their  pafrt-  J  determining  to  be  his  con* 
ners  in  the  other  boat  to  come  j  ftant  followers. 

inftantly  to  help  them— thefe  |  $4—12  Being  in  one  of  the 
lulled  to  their  affiftance-— and  towns  m  that  country,  a  man 
they  loaded  both  veffels  with  dreadfully  infc£led  Witblepro- 
fuch  an  amazing  quantity,  fir  came  and <  proftrated  him* 
that  they  were  with  difficulty  lelf  before  him— ‘-laying.  Sir,, 
kept  from  finking.  1  am  jperfuaded  you  are  able 

8  When  Simon  Peter  Taw  to  free  me  from  this  loath* 
this  aftomfbing  fpeitacle,  he  fome  diftemper. 
proftrated  himfelf  at  the  feet  13  Jefiis  extended  his  hand 

~  —touched  him  and  faid,  I  am 

willing  to  reftore  thee  to 
health  —Inftantly  the  lep- 
rous  fcutf  was  no  more. 

14  Jefus  then  (hid  to  him, 
I  charge  thee  to  inform  no  one 
of  the  miraculous  cure  thou 
haft  received — but  go  imme¬ 
diately  and  (how  thy  lelf  to  the 
iprieft — and  offer  the  cuftom- 

< 

4  Zaty'f  ta  iignifies  to  favt  alive  captives. 

At p tat  qt,  <ru  let  anreif*.  11.  Z.46. 

He  flew  great  number*,  but  fssvtd  alive  five  thousand,  §£ 'irypift. 

Plutarch  Demetrius,  p.  1664. 

ary 


of  Jelus  ana  laia — oir, 
leave  me ! — l  am  a  finfol  man, 
and  unworthy  your  facrcd  pre¬ 
fence  ! 

9  For  he  and  all  who  wqe 
fpe&ators  of  this  great  mira¬ 
cle  were  ftruck  with  the  laft 
aftonifhment  at  the  vaft  num¬ 
ber  of  fifties,  which  they  had 

caught. 
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* 

ary  Verifier  as  a  public  con-  J  eended  the  ftairs  on  the  out- 
viCUon  and  evidence  that  thou  [  fide  of  the  houfe  * —  and  tak- 
art  perfe&Jy  cured,  I  iog  off  fome  tiles  in  order  to 

15  But  notwithftanding  I  force  open  the  trap  door  that 
this  peremptory  injunction |  was  in  the  roof — they  thro* 
the  man  publifhed  the  report  I  this  door  let  down  the  help- 
cf  his  miraculous  cure  every  j  Ids  paralytic  into  the  midft  of 
where— -fo  that  a  prodigious  I  the  company  before  Jefus. 
multitude  excited  by  the  fafne  1  •  20  Jefus  conicious  of  the 
cf  it  collected  around  him  to  I  faith  they  repofed  in  his  mi- 

bear  his  inftruCttons,  and  to  |  raculous  power,  turned  to  the 
be  healed  of  various  diforders.  J  afflicted  perfon  and  faid— All 
.  1 6  The  concourfe  of  peo- 1  thy  paft  fins  be  now  for  ever 
pie  was  fo  tumultuous  and  j  pardoned ! 
trouble  fome,  that  he  was  o-  I  21  The  Scribes  and  Phari- 
bliged  privately  to  withdraw  I  lees  hearing  thefe  expre  (lions 

from  them  into  a  remote  and  j - -their  hearts  fecretly  fug- 

fblitary  place— that  he  might,  I  geffedthefe  fentiments — Who 
without oi{lurbancc,  m  that  re- 1  is  this  perfon  that  utters  fuch 
t^fsofSerhis  devotions  toQqd.  I  horrid  blaiphemy  I  None  but 
$—17  About  this  time 1  it  I  the  great  God  can  forgive 
happened  as  he  was  inftruCt-  I  fin ! 
mg  the  people  and  working  j  22  Jefus,  who  perfectly 
great  numbers  of  fignal  ana  knew  die  human  mind  and 
uhiftrious'  miracles  —■■■■-  the  all  the  reflections  that  were 
Fharifees  and  expounders  formed  there,  faid  to  them 
cf  the  law,  who  had  cot$c  —Why  do  you  indulge  in 
.  frpm  Jcru&lem,  and  from  e-  your  breafts  luch  invidious 
very  town  of  J  udasa  and  Gall-  thoughts ! 
lee  then  fitting  around,  him—  j  p.2  For  which  is  eafieft — 

:  18  that  a  number  of  men  |  to  forgive  his  fins— or  by  a 
carried  on  a  couch  a  poor  ob-  [  word  to  make  this  helplefs 
jeCt  afflicted  with  the  palfy—  I  creature,  (baking  with  the 
intending  to4ay  the  unhappy  [  palfy,  to  rife  and  walk  home  ? 
creature  at  his  feet.  r  24  But  you  lhall  fee  an  e- 

19  But  finding  it  impofil-  JiVident  proof  that  the  Son  of 
blc  to  approach  his  perfon  by  j  man  b  endowed  with  power 

reafbn  of  the  crowd,  they  af-  (on  earth  to  forgive  fin — He 

»  • 

*  See  an  account  of  the  Jewi/h  buildings  io  Dr.  Shaw’i  travels,  and 
she  Commentators  on  Mark  xi.  4, 


then 
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then  immediately  turned  to 
the  paralytic  and  faid— Rife 

— take  up  thy  couch — and 
walk  home. 

25  Thatinftanthe  role  up 
—  ■  —  threw  his  couch  upon 
his  (boulders— —and  walked 
through  the  crowd  towards 
home,  in  an  ccftafy  of  religi¬ 
ous  gratitude  to  God. 

26’  Immediately  all  prefent 
were  (truck  with  extreme afto- 
ni/hment,  and  devoutly  ador¬ 
ed  God — unanimoufly  declar¬ 
ing,  that  they  had  that-day 
been  fpe&ators  of  the  moft 
ftrange  and  amazing  feene 
that  had  ever  been  displayed  I 

§—27  Passing  fopae  time 
after  this  by  the  collector's 
office,  he  faw  one  of  the  tax- 
gatherers  called  Levi— and 
laid  to  him.  Follow  me. 

28  The  man  did  not  hefi- 
tate  a  moment,  but  immedi¬ 
ately  left  his  employment  and 
his  all,  and  followed  him. 

29  Levi  that  day  made  a 
grand  entertainment  for  him 
at  his  houfe  —  to  which  he 
alfo  invited  a  great  number 
of  tax-gatherers  and  their 
friends — who  fat  down  along 
with  Jefus, 


=  4 

30  At  this  his  public  con- 
lu6t  the  Scribes  and  Pharifees 
were  greatly  dilgufted,  and 
faid  to  his  difcipies  —  What 
induces  your  mailer  to  feaft 
and  keep  company  with  pub¬ 
licans  c  and  perfons  of  fuch 
m  moral  characters  ? 

3 1  Jefus  overhearing  them 
faid— As  the  healthy  have  no 
occafion  for  the  phytician,  but 
medicine  is  lolely  of  ufe  to 
the  indilpofed  * 

32  So  my  delign  in  com, 
ing  into  this  world  was  not  to 
*  nvite  the  virtuous  —  thole 

re  already  fuch  as  1  am  de- 
lirous  they  Ihould .  be  —  but 
to  engage  profligate  tinners 
o  repentance  and  amend¬ 
ment  of  life. 

§ — 33  Some  perfons  at  that 
time  feid  to  him.  Why  do 
John  and  the  Pharifees  enjoin 
upon  their  difcipies  fuch  fre¬ 
quent  fails  and  rigid  aulteri- 
ues  — while  you  allow  your 
.difcipies  to  indulge  them, 
lelves  in  lb  free  and  unre, 
(trained  a  manner? 

34  He  replied— Can  the 
friends  and  companions  of  a 
bridegroom  fait  and  afflift 
themfelves  during  the  days 


■ 

*  Thefe  publicans  had  a  moft  infamous  ciunftcr.  “  Luculhu  goes  to 
relieve  the  cities  of  sfyia,  that  were  then  miferably  harafled  by  the  tub- 
ikons — the  inhabitants  being  compelled,  thro’  their  ticoroas  and  exorbi¬ 
tant  demands,  to  fell  their  beautiful  ions  and  daughters,  and  the  pic¬ 
tures,  liatues,  and  other  rich  ornaments  of  their  temples.”  Plutarch 
fucul.  p.  92 ) .  Steph.  Well  then  might  the  petf  fay  of  them  ; 


Utrrtf  rtbrnat  Httr  atvayit. 


Of 
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of  nuptial  fefti  vifcy  and  joy  ? 
—  ft  would  be  highly  incon- 
fiftent  and  abiiird,  while  the 
bridegroom  is  with  them,  to 
pra£tue  the  rigors  of  ahftin- 
cnce,  and  immerle  them- 
fclves  in  gloom  and  melan¬ 
choly. 

35  The  time  will  icon 
come,  when  the  bridegroom 
fhali  be  violently  tom  from 
them — their  days  of  mourn¬ 
ing  and  melancholy  will  then 
Commence— He  added, 

3  6  For  me  to  enjoin  a  nom? 
ber  of  fevere  and  painful  ob- 
fervances  upon  my  difciples, 
who  haye  been  educated  in 
the  manner  they  have  been, 
and  but  lately  embraced  my 
caufc,  would  induce  them 
immediately  to  abandon  and 
abjure  it,  and  would  be  a 
condutt  as  imprudent  and 
abfurd  as  for  a  man  to  join 
a  piece  of  ftrong  new  cloth 
to  an  old  and  obfolete  gar¬ 
ment,  which  would  only  con¬ 
tribute  to  make  it  tear  the 
worfe.  .  * 

37  Or  for  me  to  impofe  a 
courie  of  rigid  aufterities  up¬ 
on  my  difciples  would  be  as 
incongruous  and  fatal  as  for 
a  man  to  put  new  wine  into 
old  Heins f  —  by  the  fermen¬ 
tation  of  which  the  ikins 


would  bur  ft  and  the  liquor 
be  {pitted. 

3$  But  as  men  forfee- 
ing  the  danger,  in  order  that 
they  may  incur  no  detriment, 
put  new  wine  into  new  ikins 
—  fo  the  fame  diferete  treat¬ 
ment  is  requifite  to  preferve 
my  difciples  fleady  and  at¬ 
tached  to  me. 

39  And  as  no  man,  having 
been  acco Homed  to  drink  old, 
can  bring  himfelf  at  firft  to 

relifh  ntw  wine - fo  are  not 

thole  reconciled  at  once  to  a 
ntWy  who  have  been  long  ha¬ 
bituated  to  an  oldy  inftitution. 

c  H  A  P.  VI. 

i  TT  happened  that  as  Jef- 

*  us  was  pacing  through 
fome  corn  fields  on  the  fah- 
bath  that  firft  *  followed  the 
fecond  day  of  the  pafibver  fo- 

lemoity— »hi$  difciples,  as  they 
went  along,  plucked  fome  of 
the  ears,  and  rubbing  them 
in  their  hands,  eat  the  corn. 

2  Some  of  the  pharifees, 
who  were  prefent,  conceiving 
violent  refen  tment  at  their 
cOnduft,  faid  to  them.  Why 
do  you  violate  in  this  manner 
the  facrcd  duties  of  the  fab- 
bath  ? 

3  To  this  reproof  Jefus  re- 


T  In  th oft  primitive  times  wine  was  foJ?ly  kept  in  Cum — vr  Pwm  yjvt? 
Affxv  fr  ettytitr—OJxf'  Z.  78.  She  poured  the  wine  into  a  goat-flan. 

*  That  this  is  the  meaning  of  raCCtiT#  /swtpM  See  Lamy’s  in- 

Ocdu&ion,  Vol.  i.  p.  179. 

a  plied 
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plied — Have  you  forget  what 
David  did  on  a  like  occafi5 
on,  when  he  and  his  attend-* 
ants  were  urged  withhunger  ? 

4  Do  not  you  remember 
that  he  went  into  the  houfe 
of  God,  and  refrcShed  him- 
felf  and  his  companions  with 
the  faOred  bread,  which  it  is' 
highly  impious  for  any  But 

the  .priefts  to  tafte  *  ? 

5  He  added — that  the  Ion 
of  man  was  authorised  to  fet 
men  free  ’from  thofe  Tabbatj- 
cal  ceremonies  and  Severities 
which  they  had  impdfed. 

§r— 6  Entering  oh  aao- 
thcnfabbach  into  a  fynagoguc 
and  infttmfling  the  .pcopl 
there  happened  to  be  in  the 

aftembly  a,  per  Son  whole  right 

hand  was  withered. 

7  'This  circumflance  in¬ 
stantly  excited  all  die  atten¬ 
tion  of '  the  Scribes  and  Pha- 
rifees —flattering  themSclves 
that  if  he  Should  cure  this  per¬ 
iod  on  the  Sabbath,  it  would 
afford  them  fuMctent  cauie  for 
cenfuribg  and  condemning  his 
oondudt 

•8  But  he  .perfectly  knew 

the  perverfe  thoughts  and  ma¬ 
lignant  dispositions  that  lurk¬ 
ed  in  their  breafts— He  then 
ordered  the  man  with  the  wi¬ 


thered  hand  to  {land  up  in  the 
midft  of  the  ajflembty. 

9  He  then  turned  to  them 

and  faid — -Permit  me  to  alk 
you,  whether  it  be  lawful  on 
th[e  fabb&h  'day  to  perform 
Wnevdfent'br  malevolent  ac¬ 
tions  —  fo'feve-  or  to  deftroy 
life  ?— T  hey  kept  a  profound 
Blend*1. 

10  Jefim  'looking  around 
them,  'with  a  mixture  of  pity 
and  indignation  at  their  per- 
verfenefs  and  obstinacy.  Said 
to  the  man,  extend  dune  hand 

He  extended  it— and  it  was 
inftantaneoufly  restored  to  the 
Same  perfedt  lute  as  the  other. 

11  But  the  Scribes  and 
PhariSees  were  inflamed  with 
the  moft  violent  rage  and  re¬ 
sentment  at  him— and  confe- 
derated  together  how  they 
might  murder 'him. 

§ — 1  a  'About  that  time 

‘he  retired  to  a  mountain  to 
pray,' and  continued  the  whole 
night  in  ah  Oratory. 

13  In  the  morning  he  con¬ 
vened  his  followers,  and  fe- 
ledteti  from  -among  them 
twelve  perfons  whom  he  de¬ 
nominated  -ApoStles. 

Simon  Peter 


M 


•  2  < 

21  Andrew 
3.  lames 


1  0»  yaf  rt  ruyffti  $t$  ydrtpt  xvr  rfygr  mm 
£«rA(r«,  i»t’  extAs '  4«  afayxH, 

K«u  7vp»fi»tr  tuu  «w  f pift  <rw&Q-  t%*rrx.  Odyf.  %  1 6,  Sec. 

1  This  it  the  tree  leading  fupported  by  the  beft  MSS. 

4.  John 


2£&  *t&e  Hi  dory 

4.  John 

f-Mip 

0.  Bartholomew 

15  7.  Matthew 

8.  Thomas 

9.  James^  Ion  of  Al- 

phaeus 

10.  Simon,  the  Zealot* 

•* 

16  xi.  Jude,  brother  of 

James 

12*  Judas  Ifcariot. 

17  Having  made  choice  of 

thefe— —  he  defcended  with 
them  to  the  plain— > where 
there  flood  the  body  of  his 
followers,  and  an  immenfe 
multitude  of  people  from  Jc- 
rufalem  and  from  every  part 
of  Judasa,  and  from  the  ma¬ 
ritime  country  that  lay  con¬ 
tiguous  to  T yre  and  Sidon — 
thefe  were  come  to  hear  his 
do&rines,  and  to  be  tniracu- 
loufly  cured  of  their  various 
difbrders.  j 

1 8  Accordingly  thofe,  who 
laboured  undef  madnefs  or 
any  other  the  moil  inveterate 
and  obftinate  difehfes,  then  | 
received  inftantaneous  and 

v  * 

perfedl  cures. 

19  So  that  all  who  were 

afHi&ed  with  any  diftemper 
drove  to  touch  him  -—for  by 
a  fingle  touch,  fuch  was  the  1 
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(powerful  efficacy  that  was 
derived  from  him,  every  in- 
difpofirion  was  in  a  moment 
expelled. 

20  Jefus  then  looking  a- 
round  upon  his  difciples  di- 
refted  the  following  difeourfe 
to  them — Happy  are  ye  who 
are  endowed  with  true  hu¬ 
mility  — you  are  the  worthy 
members  and  ornaments  of 
the  goipel  difpenfation. 

2 1  Happy  are  ye  who  are 
now  in  indigent  circum- 
ftances,  but  contented  and 
refigned  — —  your  differing 
virtue  will  be  mod  abun¬ 
dantly  recompenfed— Happy 
are  ye  who  now  with  finccrc 
contrition  and  remorle  de¬ 
plore  your  pad  fins  —  your 
prefen t  forrow  lhall  be  chang¬ 
ed  into  eedafies  of  joy.. 

22  Happy  are  ye,  when 
the  world  lhall  purfue  you 
with  implacable  hatred  and 
deteftation — when  men  ihall 
violently  expel  and  bani(h 
you  from  their  fociety — when 
:they  lhall  load  you  with  abufe 
and  calumny,  and  hold  even 
your  very  names  in  abhor¬ 
rence  on  account  of  your 
deady  and  unfbaken  attach¬ 
ment  to  my  caufe. 

2  %  In  fuch  an  hour  .in- 


k  This  name  was  giv#n  him  on  account  of  Jus  being  a  very  ftrenumis 
'and  warm  advocate  for  die  Chriftian  caufe — Pkmttu  was  a  zealous  friend 

and  follower  of  Cata»  £eAfi)TSf  K<ctw©%  Plutarch  CxJkr.  p.  1317. 
Srtph, 

»  du!gc 
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2y  LuXfi, 


dulge  the  high  eft  tranfports 
of  heart-felt  joy  and  rapture 

—  for  in  heaven  there  is  a 
glorious  crown  for  perfecuted 
virtue  —  The  wife  and  holy 
prophets  in  former  times  fuf- 
fered  the  very  fame  indigni¬ 
ties, 

24  But  dreadful  will  be 
your  future  condition,  O  ye 
rich,  whofe  hcart6  fuperiour 
wealth  inflates  with  pride  and 
infolence — Your  happinefs  is 
only  confined  within  the  nar¬ 
row  limits  of  this  life. 

45  Dreadful  too  will  be 
your  future  unhappinefs,  who 
now  riot  in  luxury  and  in* 
temj>erance — you  fhall  be  ex¬ 
cruciated  with  famine— -Dire 
aifo  will  be  your  mifery,  who 
yield  your  hearts  to  all  the 
excefles  of  criminal  gaiety  and 
levity— you  {hall  be  over¬ 
whelmed  with  a  flood  of  bit¬ 
ter  forrow. 

2  6  Dreadful  will  be  your 
future  pitnilhment,  when  you 
gain  the  applaufe  of  men  by 
preaching  fuch  doctrines  as 
flatter  and  palliate  their  vices 
—The  falfe  prophets  and  im- 
pollors  in  former  ages  were 

thus  univerfally  carefled  and 
honoured  by  the  abandoned 
anil  depraved. 

27  1  enjoin  upon  all  my 
auditors  the  following  funda¬ 
mental  principles  of  my  reli¬ 
gion— Love  your  enemies— 

do  friendly  offices  to  thofe 


191 

who  purfue  you  with  hatred 
and  malevolence. 

28  Speak  well  of  thofe  who 
load  you  with  curies-*— and 
return  the  abufc  and  calum¬ 
nies  of  thofe  who  injuricJufly 
afperfe  and  revile  you,  with 
prayer. 

29  My  religion  requires 
you  to  fubmit  to  unjuft  and 
contumelious  treatment 


ther  than  requite  it  by  revenge 
and  to  recede  from  your 
right  in  fmall  matters,  rather 
than  contend  for  it  in  quar- 
relfome  law-fuits. 

30  Rcfufc  not  your  bene* 
volent  afliftance  to  thofe  who 
follicit  it— and  as  to  thofe 
who  may  violently  wreft  from 
you  any  part  of  your  proper¬ 
ty,  rather  incur  the  loft  with 
patience  than  reclaim  it  with 
paffion  and  outrage. 

31  Perform  the  fame  kind 

offices  to  others  as  you  your- 
felves  would  reafonably  ex¬ 
pert  if  yotji  were  placed  In 
their  circu  nhftances. 

32  What  merit  have  you 
in  loving  only  thofe.  Whom 

ou  know  wilT  return  your 
ove — this  ip  rifmg  to  no  high¬ 
er  attainments  than  perrons 
of  immoral  charadters  do. 

33  And  what  virtue  do  you 

exercife  in  |  doing  beneficent 
adtions  merely  to  thofe,  whom 
you  are  confeious  will  requite 
you — a  condudfc  which  even 
the  wicked  oblerve. 

34  And 
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34  And  what  lupcmur  {fences  you  have  committed 
acquirements  dp  you  difpiay  I  agahaft  him. 

by  only  lending  to  thole,  j  3$  Give  to  objects  of  com* 
whom  you  ace  iure  will  rqpay  j  paffion,  and  God  will  re- 
you— The  fordid  and  avarici-  j  quite  you  with  an  ample,  fo- 
pus  worldling  thus  lends  to I  hd  and  fuperlatively  glorious 
another,  because  he  is  eef- 1  recompenic J— For  the  fame 
tain  of  being  reimburfed.  j  conduct  which  you  oblerrc 

35  But  it  is  incumbent  up- 1  towards  men,  to  that  will  God 
on  you  to  rile  to  Higher  ae-  J  conform  in  the  day  of  future 
gj-ecs  of  moral  exedienpe  and  [  retr  ibution . 

virtue— Do  you  love  aiuj  do  j  $9  He  then  figuratively 

beneficent  a&ions  .even  to  I  hud— 1 Can  one  blind  man  with 

■ 

your  enemies,  (and  .lend  to  j  fafety  lead  another  ?  —  Will 
worthy  obje&s  in  -diftreds,  J  not  both  miferably  wander 
without  the  mercenary  hopes  land  perifb? 
fif  a  requital — fiuch  iUuftrious  1  40  The  pupil  is  neceffarily 

virtue  wlll.be  amply  recom-  J  inferior  in  wifdom  and  fei- 
penfed„  and -exalt  you  to  the  jeoce  so  his  preceptor  —  but 
^noftrekvated  .anddift  iugu'fCb -  {  every  ftudent  ought”  to  ftrive 
£d  degrees  .of  future  felicity  j  to  attain  the  fame  accuracy 

.* — Thus  you  wilt  .referable  the  l  and  perfe&ion  of  knowledge 
all-jdiffimvegoodnefs  of  God,  Las  his  .-mafter  hath  acquired, 
who  extends  his  benignity  to  I  41  Why  fixeft  thou  thine 
.the  uqgtareful  and  .wjckcd.  j  ^ye  upon  thy  brother's  con- 
^5  Be  ye  -rt  here  fore  com- 1  dudfc  with  a  penetration  that 
paffionate  \in  imitation  of  the  1  the  jlighteft  foible  cannot 
divine  (companion.  jiefcape-^ — tho*  at  the  fame 

37  Be  not  ra&  hwsen fusing;  prime  thou  thyfelf  art  guilty 
and  condemning  others,  left  {  of  great  and  fcandalous  vices. 
.ypupravokeGod  tojudge  you  J  .42  With  what  face  canft 
sum  fimilar  «r{gor<— But  ge-  L  tbpuradmonifh  others  of  their 
neroully  :  forgive,  and  £tafe  j. errors,  and  exhort  them  to 
from  ypur  breafts  .the  errors  *amendment  of  life,  when 
anc)  injuries  of  your  fellow  thme  .own  <condu&  is  a  no- 
creatures,  and  ,£pd  will  torious  infulc  upon  thine  ad- 

frejety  forgive  you  ihe  of-  roohitions  ?•—  Thou  hypo- 

«• 

*  r 

w 

*  I  am  perGwfei  that  this  mwnhw^f-lhe  wrfe » to  be  nndecltood  as  i 
hasac-trajft&attd'it— -and  fo  X)r.  Vfatii JiioipwHfly  and.juftly  interprets  ic, 

m  which  iomc'MSS.  ejchlbUjisTthe  trve  reading. 


crite ! 
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crite  !  firft  reform  what  is .  from  the  impure  fountain  of 
criminal  in  thine  own  life-1—  a  corrupt  heart"— For  men's 
and  then  gravely  remonftrate  outward  aftions  and  convex 
againft  the  petty  faults  and  fation  are  but  the  overflow- 
follies  of  others  *.  .  ings  of.  their  hearts. 

43  There  is  no  good  tree  4 6  Of  what  avail  is  the 
that  beareth  bad  fruit — nor  ffioty  zealous,  profeflion  of  my 
doth  a  bad  tree  bear  good  fruit,  religion,  when  leparate  from 

44  The  true  nature  of  e-  the  ftrift  obfervance  of  the 
very  tree  is  infallibly  difeo-  duties  1  enjoin  ? 

vered  by  its  fruit  —  Thoms  47  I  will  reprefenc  to  you 
produce  not  the  lufcious  fig  by  the  following  fimilitude 
—the  bramble  bears  not  the  die  foltd  andunfhaken  prin- 
.  gfcncrous  grape.  ’  •  ciples  of  every  virtuous  pro- 

45  The  good  actions  of  a  fefldr  of  my  religion,  who 
virtuous  perfon  flow  from  the  Hears  the  important  truths 
pure  fource  of  a  good  heart —  with  attention,  and  pra&ife* 
the  a&ions  of  a  bad  man  them  with  conftancy. 

come  ftained  and  tinctured  48  "Such  an  one  refem- 

bles 

1  There  are  many  beautiful  padages  in.  die  dqjjia  which  inculcate  this 
aleful  advice. 

1  * 

Cum  tua  pervideas  oculis  mala  lippas  inandis. 

Cur  in  amicorum  vidis  tam  cernis  acutum, 

“  % 

Quam  aut  aquila,  ant  ferpeas  Epidaotius  ?  Hot  at.  lib.  i.  Sat  3.. 

a 

Peras  impofuit  Jupiter  nobis  dual : 

Propriis  repletam  vita*  pofttejtgajn  dedit, 

Alienis  ante  pedus  fufpendit  graVcro* 

Hac  re  videre  noftra  mala  non  poffianos, 

Alii  fimul  delinquuat,  COnfores  fumos,  Lib/iv.  9* 

* 

*  There  are  fome  fine  lines  to  this  purpofe  in  that  charming  moral 
poet  Empidtt. 

O  ptr  rotrHp&i  */* r  waw  ttUL&’ 

O/1’  v/t  rvftfo p<te  uv» 

<bvjlf  «aa*  j^pw©-  tar1  ail. 

Which  I  have  thus  tranflated. 

The  vitiated  heart  is  wholly  bad. 

The  good  one,  good ;  Nor  inful  ts,  nor  afiliftibns 
Can  ary  its  fource,  or  taint  its  lucid  Itreams  :  . 

It  flows  the  fame,  perennial  in  goodnds.  Eurip.  Hecuba  594. 

*  Saint  Lukt  eminently  diftingoiihesl  himfelf  in  thde  two  bft  varies  aa 
an  elegant  grttk  writer — They  vie  in  propriety  and  beauty  of  di&ion  with, 
the  mofl  celebrated  paflages  of  the  c utffio  both  of  Qrtttt  and  Rem. 

Vo  1.  r,  o  amC 


*94  Iliftory  of  Jesus  Chap.  vii. 

bles  a  perfon  who  intending  I' rite  Have  was  very  dangcr- 
to:  build  an  houfe,.  lays  its  lioufly  licks  pad:  all  nope-  of 
foundation  deep  in  the  folid  £  a  recovery, 
rock- — fa  that  when  the  tor- 1  3.  When  the  Roman  of- 

rent  roars,  and  the  winds  and  f  Beer  heard  that  Jefus  was  in 


waves  on  every  fide  afiail  it— 
it  braves  their,  united  fury* 
and  Hands*  uninjured— being 
founded  on  the  immoveable 
balis  of  a  rock. 

49  But  he  who  is  a  pro- 
fefior  of  the  gofpel,  and  fives 
in  open  violation  of  its  pre¬ 
cepts,  is  like  a  man  who 
building  an  houfe  lays  ins 
foundation  on  a  loolc  »  and 

fluid  furface— which  is  un- 

* 

able  to  fuftain  the  fhock  of 
the  firft  florin  that  beats  a- 
gainft  it,  but  inftantly  links 
add  falls  in  wide  and  dcpk>- 
rablc  ruin. 

I 

CHAP.  VII. 

i  AFT  ER  he  had  finilh- 
ed  the  preceding  dif- 
courfe  which  the  people  heard 
with  plcafed  attention,  he  en¬ 
tered  into  Capernaum. 

2  ft  happened  about  this 
time  that  a  centurion’s  favou- 


the  town,  he  fent  to  the Jew- 
ilh  magift rates,  begging  they 
would  wait  upon  Jefus,  and 
prevail  with  him  by  their  en¬ 
treaties  to  come  to  his  houfe, 
and  heal  his  beloved  Have. 

4  The  magiftraces  accord¬ 
ingly  came  to  Jefus,  and  fol- 
licited  this  favour  -  of  him  in 
the  moft-  earneft  terms— and, 
in  order  to  enforce  their  pe¬ 
tition,  bellowed  the  higneit 
commendations  on  the  dif- 
tinguifhed  worth  and  cha¬ 
racter  of  the  centurion. 

5  Particularly  applauding 
the  love  that  this  gentleman 
bore  to  the  Jews  and  to  their 
religion— which  he  had  roa- 
nifefted  by  e reding  a  place 
of  religious  worlh  ip  for  them 
at  his  own  cxpence. 

6  Jefus  immediately  com¬ 
plied  with  their  requeft,  and 
went  along  with  them — but 
when  he  was  now  almoft  arriv¬ 
ed  at  his  houfe,  the  centurion 


AXX*  fvram  ps£<u,  -rtf  ytrtcu-.ar' 

l%or  m/fypfe*  ttftpiu, 

hr*Kui<  iyyv<  Ut*, 

Hr#  yum  htyw¥  ariuvf 

T9  7f Vf  zWT'J,  7%  Tf  GtofifivytTXi  cut  or.  n.  O.  6 !;• 

il!c,  veluc  rupcs  vafttwn  qi*c  prodit  in  xquor, 

Obvia  ven coruni  furiis,  otpuflaque  ponto. 

Vim  cunftam  atq;  mibas  perfert  cailiq;  marifq; 

lpfa  iimnoca  mahepi— -JE*ria>  lib.  695. 

2 


fent 


Chap.  vii.  £y  Luke. 


* 

Tent  one  of  his  friends  to  him 

* 

—begging  he  would  not  put 
himfelf  to  fuch  inconvenience 
upon  his  account,  for  that  he 
deemed  himfelf  unworthy  to 
admit  io  divine  a  perionage 
under  his  roof, 

7  a  fibring  him,  that  he  re- 
pofed  fuch  confidence  in  his 
power,  that  he  was  perfuaded 
that  by  a  fingle  word  he 
could  re  (lore  his  Have  to 
perfect  health, 

8  and  acquainting  him  — 
that  as  he,  who  was  a  Ro¬ 
man  officer  and  appointed  to. 
maintain  ftri£t  difciplin?  in 
his  troops,  could  make  his 
military  orders  obeyed  t(ae 
moment  he  gave  them  —  (b 
with  the  fame  facility  he  be¬ 
lieved  he  was  able  to  make 
the  moft  obftinatc  di (cafes 
obey  his  powerful  controul . 

t)  When  Jefus  heard  this 
mefiage,  he  was  (truck  with 
aftonilhment  —  and  turning 
himfelf  round  faid  to  the 
crowd  that  followed  him,  I 
a Oure  you  I  have  not  found 
in  any  one  Jew  fuch  a  diftin- 
guilhed  inftance  of  candour 
and  of  confidence  in  my  pow¬ 
er,  as  in  this  virtuous  Hea¬ 
then  ! 

t  o  Accordingly  when  thofe 
who  delivered  this  tneflhge 

returned,  they  found  the  in- 
difpofed  (lave  in  perfect 
health. 

$  — ii  It  happened  the 


I  day  after,  as.  Jie  was  travel¬ 
ling  to  a  town  called  Nain,. 
accompanied  with  a  large 
number  of  his  profefied  dif- 
ciples,  and  by  an  immenfe 
multitude  of  people  •,* 

i a  at  a  very  little  difiance 
|  from  the  place,  a  funeiral  pro-, 
cefiion  met  him  —  a  great 
number  of  the  inhabitants 
were  attending  to  the  grave 
the  corpfc  of  the  only  Ion  of 
a  difcon folate  widow. 

v  \ 

13  When  Jefus  faw  her 
barhed  in  tears  and  over-? 

a  s  • 

whelmed  in  a  flood  of  grief 
— fo  affecting  a  fpetftacle  fill¬ 
ed  him  with  die  ftrongeft  fym« 
pathy  and  companion— r— he 
Went  up  to  her  and  bad  her 
'  repfefi  her  (brrow. 

ft  f 

14  He  then  advanced  up 
to  the  bier— which  the  fup- 
porters  feeingjftood  ft  ill— and 
tbuching  it,  (hid,  O  youth  a- 
wake! 

15  Infiantly  the  dead  bo- 

Idy  fat  up,  and  fpoke — Jefus 
then  preiented  him  to  his  mo¬ 
ther. 

1 6  Such  an  amazing  feene 
filled  all  who  were  preient 
with  folemn  '  reverence  and 
awe — and  they  poured  forth 
their  grateful  adorations  to 
God,  faying— What  an  illuf- 
trious  prophet  hath  appeared 
among  us  1  — —  What  figqal 
blefiings  hath  God  been  pleaf- 
ed  to  confer  qpon  his  favour¬ 
ite  people  1 

O  2  17  The 
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■ 

1 7  The  report 0  of  what  of  people  from  a  variety  of  0- 
the  people  tmanimoufly  de-  ther  maladies, 
clared  on  this  occafion  was  22  Jefus  after  performing 
foon  univerlally  diffufed,  not  thefe  feveral  miraculous  cures 
Only  in  the  adjacent  country,  in  their  prefence  turned  to 
but  in  every  part  of  Judea.  them  ana  faid— * Go  and  de- 

§ — 1 8  T  h  e  d  i  fciples  of  John  liver  to  John  a  faithful  ac- 
hearing  the  fame  of  thefe  ftu-  count  both  of  what  you  have 
pendous  miracles  reported  feen  yourfelves  and  heard 
them  to  their  mailer — upon  reported  by  others — Tell  him 
Which  he  immediately  fektt-  that  the  blind  are  reftored  to 
ed  two  of  them,  ’  their  fight,  the  lame  to  the 

19  and  dilpatched  them  to  ufe  of  their  limbs,  the  lepers 
Jefus,  begging  he  would  in-  to  perfect  health,  the  deaf 
form  him,  whether  he  really  to  their  hearing,  the  dead  to 
was  that  eminent  perfonage  life,  and  the  dejefted  fpirits 
whom  they  had  io  long  and  of  the  poor  arc  exhilarated 
ardently  expetted — or  whe-  with  the  joyful  profpett  of 
ther  he  ftill  was  to  be  the  fu-  immortality p. 

lure  0 b j eft  of  their  hopes.  '  23  And  thrice  happy  is  he 

20  Accordingly  they  wait*  whom  neither  the  oblcurity  of 

ed  upon  Jefus,  and  faid---  -  my  birth,  or  the  meannefs  of 
John  the  baptift  hath  deput-  my  circumftances,  are  able  to 
ed  us  to  you,  begging  to  be  prejudice  againft  me. 
informed  whether  you  are  that  f — 24  After  the  depar- 

illuftrious  prophet  the  ferip-  turn  ofjohn’s  mefiengers,  Je- 
tures  teach  us  to  expett— or  fus  took  occafion  to  fptrak  to  the 
whether  lome  other  is  ftill  to  col  letted  multitudes  concern- 
be  the  objett  of  our  hopes.  mg  John — He  faid  to  them, 

21  It  happened  that  at  What  fudden  phenomenon 
the  time  when  they  deliver-  induced  you  to  flock  to  the 
ed  their  meffage,  that  Jefus  wildernefs in fuchvaft crowds? 
was  employed  in  reftoring  — Did  you  iiaften  thither  with 
fight  to  the  blind,  and  reafon  fuch  eager  fteps  to  fee  fome 
to  the  difordered  in  mind—  common  and  trivial  objett  ? 

and  in  freeing  great  numbers  25  What  was  it  attratted 

* 

0  Viz.  that  he  was  a  greet  prophet.  The  very  accurate  Mad  night  hath 
juftly  obferved  this. 

'  p  The  clear  difeo very  of  a  future  Hate  was  the  iuayythttr,  the  good 
wws  to  mankind. 

fuch 


I 
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loch  univerfal  admiration  ? — 

m 

Did  you  all  repair  thither  to 
Ice  fome  pcrfbn  who  fuddenly 
made  his  appears  nee  therein  a 
gay  and  fantaftic  drefs  ?  —  > 
No !  -  Rich  and  fpiendid 
robes  arc  worn  in  the  magni¬ 
ficent  palace,  not  in  the  drea¬ 
ry  wildernefs. 

26  What  was  it  then  you 
crowded  to  fee  there?— Was 
it  a  prophet?— Yes— and  a 
prophet  i  allure  you  of  great¬ 
er  eminence  and  dignity  than 
any  of  the  preceding. 

2 7  For  this  is  the  very  perfon, 
who  is  the  objoft  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  prediction  ir.  Malachi 
— -Behold !  I  will  fend  amef- 
ilnger  to  be  thy  forerunner, 
in  order  that  univerfal  atten¬ 
tion  may  be  excited,  and  that 

the  minds  of  men  may  be  pre- 
vioufly  difpofed  to  receive 
thine  inftrUdhons.” 

28  1  aflure  you  that  under 
the  mofaic  difpenfation  there 
never  appeared  a  prophet  of 
fuperior  eminence  to  John  the 
Baptift — nevertheleisthe  moft 
ignoble  andobfeure  teacher  of 
the  gofpel  is  inverted  with  a 
i'ublimer  office  then  he  was. 

29  The  common  people  in¬ 
deed,  and  particularly  the  tax- 
gatherers,  heard  his  inftrufti* 
ons  with  candid  and  unprejudi¬ 
ced  minds,  and  fubmitted  to 
his  baptifm— vindicating  the 


wifddm,  and  chearfully  com¬ 
plying  with  the  gracious  de- 
iigns,  of  God  in  fending  fuch 
an'illurtrious  prophet. 

30  But  the  Pharifees  and 
the  dodlors  of  the  law  would 
not  be  baptifed  by  him,  but 
with  ■  invincible  obftinacy  re¬ 
jected  and  frurtrated  the  kind 
intentions  of  heaven  for  their 
reformation  and  happinefs. 

31  ’But  fuch  is  the  per- 
verfenefs  of  temper  that  the 
prefent  generation  difeovers, 
that  no  method  of  inftrudion 

9 

wjll  produce  upon  them  its 
intended  effe&s— They  may 

bt  properly  compared 

32  to  a  number  of  pcevilh. 
children,  who.  are  determin¬ 
ed  hot  to  be  plealed  with  any 
thing  their  companions  fay  or 

do-r-who,  when  their  play¬ 
fellows  are  in  the  height  of 
mirth  and  chearfulnefs,  ap¬ 
pear  fulky  and  fullen  —  but 
are  immediately  in  tranfporta 
when  they  fee  others  dilfolv- 
ed  in  tears.  , 

33  The  disingenuous  per- 

verfenefs  of  the  prefent  age 
is  evinced  fro  pi  the  averfion 
and  contempt  they  have  e- 
qually  Ihown  both  to  John’s 
inftrudfcions,  and  to  mine  — 
cho*  our  methods  and  man* 
ners  were  entirely  diflimilar— 
for  John  pra&iied  rigid  ob» 
ftemioufnefs,  and  -  affected 


1  See  the  -MSS. 
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38  and  entering  the  room, 
flood  at  his  feet,  bathed  in  a 
flood  of  tears,  which  falling 


§reat  aufterity  and  mortifica¬ 
tion  .  in  his  diet  and  d refs — r 
dpon  which  they  exclaimed 
—A  maid  enthuiiaft! 

34  The  fon  of  man,  on  the 
contrary,  ftudied  no  fuch  fin- 
gu  Urities,  en  tertai  ned  no  fcru- 
ples  about  any  particular  kind 
Of  food  and  liquor ;  but  free¬ 
ly  affociated  and  converfed 

with  men  of  all  profefllons  and 
conditions  without  diftinction 

— yet  Hill' they  are  difgufted,  that  {he  flood  unreproved 
and  cry  out — ’What  a  flavfjhe  could  not  forbear iaying  to 


on  his  feet  (he  wiped  them 
with  her  long  diflie  veiled  hsir, 
and  after  imprinting  on  them 
the  jnoft  ardent  kifles,  (he 
diffufed  over  them  the  rich 
and  fragrant  perfume. 

39  When  the  gentleman, 
who  invited  him,  faw  the  be¬ 
haviour  of  this  woman,  and 


himfelf — It  is  impoflible  th« 
perfon  can  be  a  prophet ! — 
Had  he  been  endowed  with 
prophetic  gifts  he  would  have 
known  that  this  woman,  who 
takes  thefc  liberties  with  him, 
is. an  abandoned  {inner. 

40  But  Jcfus,  who  knew 
the  fecret  refledions  he  in- 
dulged,  turned  to  him  and 

laid-! — 1  defire  your  fentimenis, 

Simon,  on  the  following  cafe 
•Be  pleated,  Sir,  he  replied, 

to  recite  it. 

41  A  certain  gentleman 
had  two  debtors  — —  one 
owed  him  five  hundred  de¬ 
narii,  the  other  fifty. 

•42  When  the  creditor  ex¬ 
amined  into  their  affairs,  and 
found  them  both  to  be  in 
immoral  charader,  hearing  !  wretched  and  indigent  cir- 
that  he  was  at  dinner  in  the  I  cumftances,  he  generoufly  ex- 


to  appetite  l .  How  exceffively 
fond  of  wine !  What  an  inle- 
parable  companion  of  tax-gar 
therers  and  other  profligate 
Wretches  1 

35  But  thofe  who  are  the 
real  friends  of  vjirtue,  confci- 
bus  of  its  invaluable  worth, 
embrace  it,  what  exterior  form 
foever  it  affumes,  and  obey 
its  didates  in  what  method 
and  manner  foever  they  come 
recommended. 

§—36  About  this  time 
one  of  the  Phjarifees  afked 
him  to  dine  with  him- — he 
complied  with  the  invitation, 
and  went  with  him  to  his 
houfe. 

37  But  as  he  wasat  table, 
a  woman  in  the  town  of.  an 


Pharifee’s  houfe,  brough^  an 

klabafter  box,  full  of  rich  per¬ 
fume. 


punged  the  whole  debt  which 

they  both  had  contradfed 

Now  which  of  thefe  two  will 

be 
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be  affefted  with  moft  grati¬ 
tude  and  love  to  their  oene- 
fattor  ? 

43  In  my  judgment*  re¬ 
plied  Simon,  that  perlbn  will, 
who.  had  the '  greateft  debt 
freely  remitted— Your  deter¬ 
mination;  faid  Jefus,  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  juft. 

'44  He  then  pointing  to 
the  woman  faid  to  Simon-  — 
See  this  affectionate  penitent ! 
W hen  I  entered  your  houle, 
you  gave  me  no  water  to 
wafh  my  feet  —  This  de&& 
(he  hath  ftipplied  by  bathing 
my  feet  with  her  tears— and 
wiping  them  with  her  hair. 

45  You  gave  me  hot  the 
friendly  and  accuftomed  fa- 
lutation  —  but  (he,  from  the 

a 

moment  (he  entered,  hath 
impreffed  many  affe&ionatej 
kifies  upon  my  feet. 

4 6  You  gave  me  no  oil  to 
anoint  mine  head f — but  (he 
hath  perfumed  my  feet  With 
the  moft  grateful  fragrance. 

47  For  which  extraordi-  i 
nary  and  moft  affe&ionate 
teftimony  of  her  love  to  bie,| 
I  a  flu  re  you,  that  all  her  nu¬ 
merous  crimes  (hall  be  forj 
ever  cancelled  — and  as  the' 


love  of  the  beneficiary  will 

be  in  proportion  to  the  be- 
nefe&ion  conferred— he  who 
hath  a  1’tnaH  debt  remitted, 
being  touched  with  a  propor¬ 
tionally  fmall  degree  -of  gra¬ 
titude— fo  this  woman  hav¬ 
ing  ail  her  crimes,  which -are 
very  numerous,  at  once  to-: 
-taHy  obliterated,  will  love  her 
befccfa&or  with  the  higheft 
degree  of  ardour  and  corn* 
ftancy. 

48  He  then  turning  to  the 
woman  'fetid — F rom  this  mo¬ 
ment  all  thy  paft  fins  are  for¬ 
given  ! 

49  The  company  who  fat 
at  table  with  him,  hearing 
fuch  language,  faid  one  to 
another,  Whatperfon  is  this, 
who  thus  impioufly  arrogates 
tohicnfelfa  power* to  forgive 
fins? 

50  But  Jefus,  di (regarding 
their  invidious  murmurs,  re¬ 
peated  his  affurance  to  the 
woman,  faying.  The  faith  you 
have  repofed  in  me  hath  fe- 
cored  to  you  this  blefling 
Go  and  enjoy  all  that  mental 
happinefs,  which  fo-  diftin- 
guiftied  a  favour  jnuft  im¬ 
port. 


r  Wajbingtbe  fat  and  <ri muting  the  bead  with  oil,  (were  the  Srjl  civilities 
that  were  paid,  both  among  the  and  Qnski,  on  entering  a  friend’s 
houle.  Theft  friendly  enflomary  ofice*  this  I’hari&e  had  negTeftcd. 
Av7«f  «t«  Asvir  t»  stu  tyftrtv  Are*  1  Oiyf.  K.  364. 
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CHAR  VIII. 

r  A  FTER  this  Jefus, 

attended  with  his 
twelve  diiciples,  took  a  tour 
thro*  the  towns  and  villages 
in  thole  parts — proclaimin 
where-ever  he  came  the  joy 
ful  news  of  the  fpeedy  erec¬ 
tion  of  the  kingdom  of  God. 

2  The  following  women 
alio  now  accompanied  him, 
whom  he  had  miraculoufly 
healed  of  dreadful  and  inve¬ 
terate  difeaies — Mary  Mag* 
dalene,  whom  he 1  had  cured 
of  raging  madnefs 

3  Joanna,  the  lady  of Chu- 

2a  king  Herod*s  fteward,  Su- 
fan  na  *—  and  many  other  wo¬ 
men  betides,  who  all  fupport- 
ed  him  by  their  generous  and 
charitable  contributions. 

§  —4  There  biing  about 
this  time  an  immense  con- 
courfe  of  people  from  all  the 
neighbouring  towns  colle&ed 
together,  he  add  re  fifed  to  them 
the  following  parable.-*-*- 

5  An  hulbandman  went 
out  to  low  his  grounds— and 
fcattcring  his  leed  in  every 
direction  around  him,  ibme 
chanced  to  fall  upon  the 
hard  beaten  path,  where  the 
birds,  impelled  by  hunger, 
Ibon  picked  it  all  tip. 

6  Others  foil  upon  rocks 
{lightly  covered  with  a  thin 
furface  of  foil  - ■  into 
which  being  admitted,  it  im- 
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Handy  fprung  up  and  as  in- 
ftantly  withered  —  being  en' 
tirely  deftitute  of  moiflure  to 
fupply  and  invigorate  it. 

7  Some  fell  among  weeds 
—  which  Ihooting  their  tall 
luxuriant  tops  above  it  choali* 
ed  and  killed  it. 


8  Others  fell  upon  good 
foil— in  whole  genial  bofotn 
being  foftered  and  nourilhed, 
it  blelled  the  hulbandman 
with  a  rich  and  copious  in- 
creafe — At  the  conclufion  of 
this  apologue  be  exalted  his 
voice  and  faid.  Let  every 
one  whom  God  hath  endow¬ 
ed  with  understanding  and 
realon  cultivate  and  improve 
thofe  powers  in  the  diligent 
ftudy  of  truth  and  wifdom. 

9  His  difciples  afterwards 
coming  to  him,  in  private  beg¬ 
ged  he  would  give  the  ex¬ 
plication  of  the  fable  he  had 
juft  recited. 

10  He  faid  to  them 
Your  virtuous  difpofitiogs 
entitle  you  to  an  unrelerved 
acquaintance  with  the  pecu¬ 
liar  truths  and  difeoyeries  of 
the  gofpel  difpenfation — but 
the  prejudices  of  the  mixed 
multitude  oblige  me  to  thro\y 
over  naked  truth  the  veil  of 
fiction  *— for  the  mbral  difpo- 
litions  of  the  prelent  age  are 
fuch,  that  tho*  they  fee  the 
mod;  fignal  miracles  they  are 
not  convinced  j  and  tho*  they 
hear  well-attcfted  accounts  of 

the 
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the  exertion  of  fupematural 
power,  they  give  thefe  re¬ 
ports  no  credit. 

1 1  He  then  gave  them  the 
following  explanation  — —  By 
the  feed  is  denoted  the  in- 
ftruCtions  of  the  gofpel. 

12  By  the  feed  that  fell 
on  the  hard  beaten  path  are 
reprefented  thofe  whole  hearts 
are  rendered  callous  and  in- 
fenfible  by  prejudice  and  vice 
—  and  whofe  irregular  and 
predominant  paffions  deftroy 
ail  the  good  inftruCtions,  that 
can  be  imparted  to  them. 

1 3  By  the  feed  that  fell  on 
the  rocks  (lightly  covered 
with  foil  are  intended  thole, 
who  with  tranfport  embrace 
the  doctrines  of  the  gofpel, 
as  foon  as  propofed  to  them 
— but  being  deftitute  of  that 

native  goodnefs  of  heart  into 
which  its  principles  may  (trike 
root,  their  convictions  are  but 
temporary  —  fb  that  when 
the  lirlt  perfection  aflails 
them,  they  immediately  re¬ 
nounce  it  and  apollati^e. 

14  The  feed  that  fell  a- 
mong  thorns  indicates  thole, 
who  admit  the  principles  of 
the  gofpel — but  worldly  anx¬ 
iety,  the  lull;  of  gold,  and  an 
ever-raging  pa  (lion  for  fcnfual 
pleafures  intercept  all  no\i- 
rilhment  from  it,  and  kill  it 
before  it  hath  attained  to  its 

maturity. 

1 5  'f'he  feed  received  into 

z 
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good  ground  correfponds  to 
the  native  probity  and  genu¬ 
ine  virtue  of  thole,  who  hav¬ 
ing  admitted  the  truths  of  the 
gofpel,  faithfully  retain  and 
cherilh  them  in  a  good  heart, 
and  by  affiduous  culture  ad¬ 
vance  them  to  the  higheft: 
degree  of  improvement  and 
perfection. 

16  He  moreover  laid  to 
them  — —  The  knowledge 
1  communicate  to  you  in  pri¬ 
vate,  do  you  freely  impart 
to  others  in  public  —  for  a 
lamp  is  not:  lighted  with  a 
defign  to  lhu{  it  up  in  a  vefiel, 

or  to  hide  it  under  a'  bed  — 

■  , 

but  ih  order  to  be  let  on  lome 
confpicuous  place,  that  its 
ufeful  beams;  may  be  diffufed 
around. 

n 

1 7  Let  the  Important  truths, 
therefore,  in'  which  1  inftruCt 
you  in  fee  ret,  be  openly  pro¬ 
mulgated,  aind  let  the  world 
profit  from  thole  ufeful  in- 
ftruCtions  which  have  been 
dictated  to  you  in  (ilence  and 
(blitude. 

1 8  Be  careful,  therefore,  to 
attend  with  diligence  to  the 
iellons  of  duty  I  deliver  to 
you  —  for  be  who  hath  by 
the  diligent  cultivation  of 
his  intellectual  powers  alrea¬ 
dy  gained  any  meafures  of 
knowledge,  fhall  receive  a 
greater  and  nobler  accelfion 
to  his  prefent  fund  —  but  he 
who  fu  ffers  his  mind  to  ruft 

in 
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in  /loth  and  indolence  will  in 
time  forfeit  thofe  very  im¬ 
provements  which  he  may 
nave  already  made. 

§—19  After  this,  as  he 
was  inftrudling  the  people,  j 
liis  mother  and  his  brothers 
wanted  to  fpeak  to  him,  but 
could  not  gain  accefs  to  his 
perlbn  by  reafon  of  the  fur- 
rounding  multitude. 

20  A  perfon  who  perceiv¬ 
ed  them  waiting  without,  faid 
to  him — Your  mother  and 
'brothers  are  now  Handing  on 
the  outfide  of  the  crowd,  de-j 
firous  to  Ipeak.  with  you. 

21  Upon  this  information^ 

he  turned  to  the  multitude! 
and  faid  —  I  efteem  thofe  as  | 
my  neareft  and  deareft  rela-  j 
tives,  who  diligently  attend! 
to  divine  inftru&ion  and  con-  j 
Handy  obey  it.  j 

$ — 22  Some  time  after  this  | 
he  and  his  difciples  going  a-  fj 


board  a-  velfel,  he  ordered 
them  to  row  acrofs  the  lake. 

23  During  the  paflage  lie 
funk  into  a  profound  Deep — 
in  the  mean  time  it  blew  a 
dreadful  ftorm  —  the  waves 
lalhed  over  the  fides  of  the 
veflel,  and  they  were  in  im¬ 
minent  danger  of  being  loft*. 

24  In  this  •  frightful  crifis 
they  came  about  him  in  great 
terrour  and  waked  him,  cry¬ 
ing— Sir  !  we  are  perifliing! 
we  are  all  perilhing !  —  He 
got  up  and  authoritatively 
commanded  the  winds  to  be 
lilent,  and  the  billows  to 
ceafe  their  roaring — Inftantly 
they  were  hulhed  —  inftantly 
there  infued  a  perfeft  calm 

25  He  then  faid  to  them, 
How  weak  is  the  confidence 
you  ftill  repofe  in  my  mira¬ 
culous  power!  —  But  this  a- 
mazing  feene  ftruck  them 
with  mexprcflible  aftonifh- 
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went,  and  they  looked  one  Vmfhj  into  the  wild  and  unfre- 
upon  another,  faying.  What  ]■  quented  deferts. 
llupendom  power  do  we  here  1  30  Jefus  atked  him  his 

fee  exerted  !  What  an  illuf-  J  name— my  name,  he  replied, 
trious  and  divine  perfonage  I  is  Legion — for  a  legion  of  de¬ 
ls  this,  who  only  fpeaks,  and  |  mons  have  taken  pofleffion  of 
the  tempeftuous  winds  and  I  me. 

agitated  feas  obey  his  fove-  21  The  madman  then  beg- 
reign  mandate !  gea  that  he  would  not  pre- 

26  They  loon  reached  the  pipirate  his  daemons  into  the 
oppofite  Ihore,  which  was  .in  profound  abjrfs. 

the  region  of  Gadara,  and  di-  32  It  happened  that  there 
redly  over-againft  Galilee.  was,  at  lome  diftance,'  a  large 

27  Immediately  upon  his  herd  of  fwtne  feeding  on  a 

landing  he  was  met  by  a  man,  mountain— —the  madmaij 
who  was  formerly  an  inhabi-  uttering  fuch  extravagant 
tant  of  the  town,  but  had  I  things  as  perfons  difordered 
been  for  a  very  confiderable  I  in  their  intellects  always  do, 
time  afflicted  with  raging  j  earneftly  importuned  Jefus 
madnefs — this  wretched  ob-  j  that  the  daemons  which  were 
jeCt  lived  not  in  any  houfe,  I  in  him  might  enter  the  fwine 
but  rambled  naked  among!  —Jefus  accordingly  fufFered 
the  dreary  fepulchres  of  the  1  the  fwine  tp  be  feized  with 
dead.  I  madnefc. 

28  As  loon  as  he  faw  Je- 1  33  Immediately  the  whole 

fus,  he  ran  up  to  him,  and  |  herd '  rufhed  forward  in  -the 
with  a  violent  and  frightful]  wildeft  confufion  —  ran  with 
vociferation  cried  out,  O  Je-  J  the  greateft  violence  down  a 
fus,  Ton  of  the  moft  high  God!  J  fteep  precipice— plunged  in- 
what  bufinefs  have  .you  with  |  to  the  lake— and  all  periihed 
me  1  Let -me  entreat  you  not  |  in  the  waves. 

to  aggravate  my  torments.  1 .  34  The  keepers,  who  were 

29  This  unhappy  creature,  I  fpe&ators  of  this  feene,  fled 
whom  Jefus  was  going  niira- 1  with  the  utmoft  .precipitation 
culoufly  to  heal,  was  fre-|  and  alarmed  the  town,  and 
quently  agitated  with  fuch  |  country  around. 

violent  fits  -of  diftra&ion,  ]  35  Struck  with  an  account 

that  he  would  burft  the  1  fo  aftonilhing,  great  numbers 
ftrongeft  bonds  and  fetters,  I  loon  flocked  to  the  place  to 
in  which  he  was  confined,  and  |  convince  themfelves  of  the 
with  frantic  rage  and  fury  1  truth  of  thele  fails  —  When 

I  this 
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this  concourfe  of  people  came 
to  Jefus,  and  found  the  mad' 
man  fitting  at  his  feet  in  tran¬ 
quillity  and  compofure,  re¬ 
conciled  to  the  ufe  of  eloaths, 
and  reftored  to  the  full  en¬ 
joyment  of  his  intellectual 
powers  —  they  were  feized 
with  the  lait  terrour  and  a- 

mazement. 

36  Thole  theft  who  were 
prelent  gave  them,  a  diftinft 
detail  of  the  whole  tranfaCtion 
— how  the  herd  was  loll,  and 
how  the  diftra&e^  peribn  was 
miraculoufly  healed. 

37  Upon  this  the  people 
who  were  afiembled  on  this 

r 

occafion  from  every  part  of 
the  adjacent  region  of  Ga- 
dara,  were  leized  with  ex¬ 
treme  terrour,  and  unani- 
snoufly  entreated  him  to  leave 
their  country  —  at  their  unit¬ 
ed  felicitation  he  went  aboard 
the  veflel,  defigning  to  re- 
pals  the  lake. 

38  Here  the  peribn,  whom 
Jefus  had  lately  cured  of 
madnefs,  feeing  him  about  to 
depart,  began  to  illicit  him 
in  the  moft  eameft  terms, 
that  he  would  permit  him  to 
be  his  inleparable  companion 
—•But  Jefus  difmifled  him? 
and  faid, 

39  Go  home,  and  report 
to  thy  relations  and  country¬ 
men  the  great  bleffings  that 
God  hath  beftowed  upon  thee 

Upon  this  He  departed. 
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[  and  publifhed  in  every  town 
and  place  where  he  came, 
what  a  monument  he  was  of 
the  miraculous  power  of  Je- 
fus  > 

40  On  his  arrival  on  the 
oppofite  fhore  a  vaft  multi¬ 
tude,  who '  all  ardently  wait¬ 
ed  his  return,  faw  and  receiv¬ 
ed  him  with  tranfporc. 

41  Here  a  perfon  of  great 
eminence,  called  Jairus,  the 
principal  ruler  of  the  fyna- 
gogue,  advanced  up  to  him, 
and  proftrating  himfelf  at  his 
feet,  implored  him  to  go  with 
him  to  his  houfe, 

42  telling  him,  overwhelm¬ 

ed  in  a  flood  of  grief,  that  his 
only  daughter,  who  was  about 
twelve  years  of  age,  was  now 
in  the  agonies  of  death - — 

♦  m  o 

Jefus  immediately  went  along 
with  the  ruler — but  in  his 
way  was’  greatly  embarrafled 

and  incommoded  by  the  fur¬ 
rounding  crowds. 

43  Among  whom  was  a 
woman  who  had  for  twelve 

m 

years  been  greatly  afflicted 
.With  a  flux  of  blood,  and 
had  fpent  all  her  fortune  in 
making  trial  of  various  phy- 
ficians,  but  could  not  receive 
any  benefit  from  all  the  dif¬ 
ferent  remedies  they  had  pre- 
feribed. 

44  This  peribn  ftole  foftly 
behind  him,  and  un perceived 
by  any  one  touched  the  Hem 
or  his  garment  —  That  very 

moment 
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moment  the  blood  ceafed  to 

Sow. 

45  Jefus  immediately  turn¬ 
ed  round  and  alked,  who  it 
was  that  had  juft  touched  him 
— Thofe  who  were  around 
ids  perfon  declaring  they  had 
nor,  Peter  and  fome  others 

v/ho  were  with  him  laid  to 
him.  How  is  it  poflible.  Sir, 
but  this  muft  happen,  when 
you  are  encircled  and  prefled 
on  every  fide  with  fuch  an 
immenfe  crowd. 

46  Jefus  fa  id.  Somebody 
hath  touched  me — for  1  am 
confeious  that  falutary  virtue 
hath  been  educed  from  my 
perfon. 

47  The  woman  feeing, 
that  file  could  not  pals  undis¬ 
covered,  came  up  to  him  ter¬ 
rified  and  trembling,  and  pro- 
ftrating  herfelf  at  his  feet, 
told,  before  the  multitude, 
the  caufe  that  had  induced  her 
to  touch  him,  and  that  (he 
was  inftantaneoufly  reftored 
to  perfedt  health. 

48  Jefus  faid  to  her, 
Daughter,  remove  your  fears 
— —your  confidence  in  my 
power  hath  effected  your  cure 
— Go  and  allure  yourfelf  that 
your  difeafe  is  forever  expelled. 

49  During  this  tranfadtion, 
as  he  was  fpeaking  thefe 
words,  a  mefienger  was  dif- 
patched  to  the  ruler,  inform¬ 
ing  him,  that  hjs  daughter 
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had  breathed  her  laft,  and 
that  the  prophet  need  not 
trouble  himfelf  to  come  down 
to  the  houfe. 

♦ 

50  When  Jefus  heard  this 
mefiage  .delivered,  he  faid  to 
the  ruler,  Difpel  your  forrows 

•repofe  an  unmaken  confi¬ 
dence  in  my  power,  and  Ihe 
(hall  be  reftored  to  life. 

51  Entering  the  houfe  he 
fuftered  none  to  accompany 
(11m,  but  Peter,  James,  ana 
John,  and  the  parents  of  the 
young  lady. 

#  52  Here  a  mournful  feene 
prelented  itfelf— all  in  the 
houfe  were  difiolved  in  tears, 
deploring  her  premature  and 
unhappy  death — Jefus  faid  to 
them,  put  an  end  to  thefe 
excelles  of  grief  and  forrow 
the  young  lady  is  not  dead, 
fhe  is  only  funk  into  a  pro¬ 
found  fleep. 

53  For  thefe  words  the 
mourners  ccfuld  not  forbear 
expreffing  by  their  looks  the 
contemptible  opinion  they  had 
of  him  as  a  prophet — they  all 
knowing  ve|y  well  that  Ihe 
was  really  dead. 

54  He  then,  after  order¬ 
ing  them  all  to  quit  the  room, 
took  the  dead  body  by  the 
hand,  and  with  a  loud  voice 
dried.  Young  lady  rife ! 

55  That  moment  fhe  was 
reanimated— that  moment  Ihe 


gotu 


He  then  ordered 

them. 


so6 
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them,  as.  a  convincing  proof 
that  ihe  was  reftored  to  perfect 
health,  to  bring  her  victuals. 

56  So  amazing  a  fpedtacle 
feized  her  parents  with  the 
Iaft  aftonifhment — whom  he 
ftriftly  charged,  not  on  any 
account  to  divulge  the  mi- 
-tade. 

♦ 

CHAP.  IX, 

1  ABOUT  this  time  he 

called  his  twelve  difei- 
ples  together  before  him  in 
a  body,  and  Solemnly  invent¬ 
ed  them  all  with  a  power  to 
expel  madnefs  and  every  o* 
ther  obftinate  difeafe. 

2  When  he  had  endowed 
them  with  Spiritual  gifts  and 
miraculous  powers,  he  lent 
them  out  to  publifh  the  joy¬ 
ful  news  of  the  gofpel  dif- 
penfation,  and  to  confirm 
their  doctrines  by  miraculous  - 
cures. 

3  Before  he  difmifled  them 
he  laid.  Make  no  anxious 
provifion  for  your  journey, 
and  take  with  you  neither 
bread  or  money,,  neither  two 
fticks,  or  two  upper  gar¬ 
ments. 

n 

4  Whatever  families  ad¬ 
mit  .  you,  fhow  yourfclves 
content  and  fatisfied  with  the 
accommodations  you  meet 

with— and  remove  not  to 

•  “■ 

any  other  all  the  time  you 
ftay  in  the  place. 

c  Whatever  towns  refuie 


to  give  you  and  your  doc¬ 
trines  a  favourable  reception, 
at  your  departure  raile  up 
the  duft  under  your  feet  up¬ 
on  them,  for  a  public  tefti- 
mony  of  their  incredulity  and 
impenitence. 

6  With  thefe  inftru&ions 
they  departed,  and  travelled 
thro*  the  towns  and  villages, 
proclaiming  every  where  the 
joyful  news  of  the  Ipeedy 
ere&ion  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  and  healing  every  ma¬ 
lady  to  which  the  human  bo¬ 
dy  is  liable. 

§ —  7  When  Herod  the 
tetrarch  heard  of  all  the  mi¬ 
racles  he  performed,  the  fame 
of  which  was  now  univerfally 

celebrated — it  filled  his  breaft 
with  painful  uncertainty  and 
perturbation,  becaufe  fome 
aflferted  that  he  could  be  no 
other  than  John,  whom  pro¬ 
vidence  had  railed  from  the 
dead. 

8  Others '  again  perempto¬ 
rily  averred  that  it  was  Elias, 
who  had  made  his  appearance 

while  a  third  party  as  ftre- 
nuoufly  contended  that  he 
was  fome  other  of  the  antient 
prophets,  whom  God  had 
now  reftored  to  life. 

9  But  Herod  laid  —  I  be¬ 
headed  John — but  who  is 
this  perfon  of  whom  I  hear 
thefe  ftrange  accounts  ? 

The  repeated  information  he 
received  of  his  amazing  mi¬ 
racles 
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raciesgreatiy  excited  the  kingfsj  i4<For  their  number  *• 
curiofity,  and  he  d Hco  veredan;  I  cpoupted  to  about  five  thou:, 
extreme  defire  tu  fee  JefiiSj  j  fa^d— He  then  ordered-  bit 

§ — 10  Th£  apo  files  hav-j  difciples  to  make  diem-  lit 
ing  executed  the  comnufiteiH  down  in  regular  companies— 
he  gave  them  returned,  and  I  fifty  ina  company, 
gave  Jefus  a  particular  detail  |  -  15  They-  obeyed  his-  in* 
of  the  fuccefs  they  had  met  junctions,  and  dHpofed  all  th$ 
with  —  He  then  took  them  !  pc^e  in.  a  methodical- and 
with  him,  and  privately  with- 1  uniform.  arrangement, 
drew  into  a  remote  folitudev  I  .  16  Jefus  then  took  the  five 
at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  I  loaves*  and  the  two  fiihos,,  and 
a  town  called  Bethfaida.  j  folemnly  looking,  up  to  hesv 

1 1  But  the  multitude  re-  j  yen,  blefied  God  —  he  then 
marking  the  place  whither  he  ]  delivered  theft  to  his  difciples 
had  retired,  they  all  followed  J  to  diftribute  among  the  mul» 
him,  and  collecting  together  I  titude. 

around  him  in  this  re cefs,  he  j  17  And  by  his  miraculous 
difeourfedtothemontheptin- 1  multiplication  of  thiapittance 
ciples  and  duties  of  thegofpel  j  all,  this-  numerous-  aflembly 
— and  healed  all  who  labour- 1  were  entertained  with  a  plen- 
ed  under  any  indifpofidon.  j  qful  repaft — .fothat  after  all 

12  When  the  day  was  now  were  fatisfied,  there  were 

far  advanced,  the  twelve  dif-  collected  fragments  fufficient 
ciplcs  came  to  him,  and  re-  I  to  fill  twelve  bafkets. 
minded  him  of  the  necefiity  I  § — 18  Some  time  after  this 

of  difmilTing  the  multitude  J  as  he  was  offering  up  his  de- 
— that  they  might  have  time:  I  votion s>  attended  only  by  his 
to  reach  the  neareft  towns  and!  j  difciples  he  afked  them, 
villages,  and  provide  them-  I  what  opinion  the  vulgar  en- 
lelves  accommodations — for  I  tertained  of  him. 

the  place  they  now  were  in  I  19  There  iis  a  great  diver- 
was  an  uninhabited  defert.  I.fity  of  ientimencs,  they  re- 

13  He  faid  to  them.  Fur-  plied,  concerning  you  —  for 
nidi  them  yourfclves  with  re-  fome  afiert  that  you  are  John 
fre  fitment — -all  our  prefen  t  the Baptift — fome  that  you 
flock,  they  replied,  amounts  .  are  Elias  —  and  others  main- 
only  to  five  loaves  and  two  tain  that  you  are  one  of  the 
fillies — unlefs  you  would  have  antient  prophets  providen- 
us  go  and  buy  victuals  for  dally  railed  to  life. 

this  immenfe  multitude.  20  He  interrogated  them 

what 
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what  conception  they  them- 1  and  grandeur  of  the  world 

felves  had  formed  of  him  —  |  lignify  to  him  who  Ihould 

Peter  replied,  We  believe  you  I  forfeit  life,  and  incur  the  e- 
to  be  the  great  Mefiiah.  I  verlafting  lots  of  his  exif- 

2 1  Having  heard  this  de-  I  fence ! 
elaration,  he  peremptorily  I  26  Whoever  therefore  is 
charged  them  all  not  to  di-  I  alhamed  of  me,  and  publickly 
Tulge  it  to  the  world :  I  abjures  my  religion,  may  af- 

22.  at  the  fame  time  afiur- 1  fore  himfelf,  that  the  Ion  of 
ing  them  ■*— that  the  Ion  of  |  man  will  publickly  renounce 
man  would  Ihortly  be  in-  I  and  rejeft  him  in  that  folemn 
volved  in  the  moft  dreadful  I  day,  when  he  fhall  defeend 
fufferings  — *  be  publickly  re- 1  to  judge  the  world,  veiled 
jeded  and  vilified  by  the  ma-  I  with  the  matchlefs  glory  of 
giftrates,,  the  higfi-priefts,  and  I  his  fupreme  Father,  and  at- 
the  whole  body  of  the  clergy  I  tended  by  a  moft  fplendid  re- 
— •  that  they  would  ihed  his  I  tinue  of  angels, 
blood— But  on  the  third  day  I  a  7  Be  allured  allb  of  this 

he  fhould  be  raifed  to  life.  ■'  as  a  moft  certain  truth.  That 

23  He  then  laid  to  them  there  are  lome  perfons  now 
alt — If -any  one  s  defirous  to  before  me  who  fhall  Jive  to 
approve  himfelf;  as  my  true,  lee  the  ereftion  of  the  goipel 
and  genuine  difoiplc,  let  him  kingdom. 

den  y  h  imfelf  eveiy  lenfoal  and  28  A  bout  a  week  after 

finful  gratification — and  with  this,  he  took  Peter,  James, 
deliberate  fortitude  and  com-  and  John — and  alcended  with 
pofure  chearfuljy  fubmit  to  1  them  to  the  fommit  of  a  lofty 
that  ferics  of  fonjows  and  per-;  I  and  fequeftered  mountain  to 
iecutions,  which  I  have  fuf-  ]  pour  out  his  pious  adora- 
tained  before  him.  |  tions  to  God !  ' 

24  For  .that  perfon  that  I  29  But  behold !  as  he  was 
chooles  to  fave  his  life  by  J  engaged  in  his  devotional  ex¬ 
mean.  and  criminal  complian-  j  ercifes  —  his  perlbn  fuddenly 
ces,  lhall  be  for  ever  depriv-  I  underwent  a  forprifing  alte- 
ed  of  it— but  he  w ho  lofes  j  ration— and  his  cloaths  enriit- 
his  life  for  his  inviolable  at-  |  ted  a  white  and  dazzling  ef- 
tachment  to  my  cauie,  lhall  re- 1  fid  gen  ce. 

gain  it  with  infinite  advan- 1  30  After  this  two  perfons 

tage.  J  in  moft  glorious  and  refplen- 

25  And  what  would  the  1  dent  forms,  who  were  Mofes 

acquiifition  of  all  the  riches  I  and 
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and  Elias,  appeared  —  and  i  were  ftruck  with  folemn  awe 

entered  into  a  conference  I  and  terrour. 

with  him.  j  At  die  fame  time  ail 

31  The  fubjeft  of '  their  I  articulate  voice  ifiued  out  of 

converfation  was— the  fufffcr-j  it— 'This  ia  my  fon !— theob- 
ings  he  was  to  fuftairt,  and|  jeft  of  my  fondeft  affections 
the  exit  he  would  Ihortly  J — Attend  and  obey  his  in- 
make  at  Jerufalem.  1  ftruCtions ! 

32  Peter  and  his  two  corn- J  ‘  36  When  thefe  (btemn 
panions  however,  before  the  I  words  were .  pronounced  Je^ 
perfon  of  Jefus  was  thus  me- 1  fus  was  Handing  alone— Toils 

ramorphofed,  had H  funk  into  j  Angular  -tranfaction  the  dif- 
a  profound  fleep — but  upon  i|  ctples  kept  a  profound  fee  ref 
their  awaking  they  were  pre-|  — ^^and  according-  to  the  ftridt 
fented  with  the  amazing  fpcc-i  injunction  of  Jefus  acquaint^ 
tacle  of  the  glorious  fpjen-jj  ed  no  one  ar  that  time  with 
dour  that  furrounded  him-— |  the  glorious  feene  that  had 
and  faw  the  two  prophets |  been  exhibited  beforethenj. 
engaged  in  converfation  with  j  •$  —  37  Dbscewdino  the 
him.  I  next  day  from  the  mountain* 

33  When  thefe  two  illuf- 1  they  were  met  by  a  numerous 
trious  fpirits  feparated  from  j  con  courfe  of  people. 

Jefus — Peter  (aid  to  him,  O  38  Among  whom  a  perfon 
Sir,  what  a  deleCtable  refi- 1  accofted  him  in  a  loud  voice 
dcnce  might  we -fix  here  I  —  Land  laid.  Divine,  teacher !  I 
Permit  us  to  erect  three  tents,  I  befeech  you  hfcve  companion 
one  for  you,  another  for  Mo- 1  upon  my  fon,  for  he  is  mine 
Iks,  a  third  for  Elias  —  He  I  oiily  child, 
knew  not  what  he  laid— for]  39  He  is  in  a  moft  (hock- 
the  amazing  feene  had  fufki  ing  and  deplorable  condition 
pended  all  his  faculties.  .  :|  —for  he  is  fubjeCt  to  terrible 

34  While  he  was  (peaking  j  fits,  in  which  he  roars  in  a 
this,  a  bright  luminous  cloud  j  moft  frightful  manner  —  is 
advanced  and  fixed  itfelf  di-l  dreadfully  convulfed,  and 

rrftly  over  them  —  The  dif-  foams  at  the  mouth — in  thefe 
0 pies  feeing  the  two  prophets;!  he  lies  a  confide rable  ti me, 
received  up  into  this  cloud,  I  fuffering  the  moft  racking 

*»  The  verb  being  in  the  pliiperfcft  tenfe  —  and  the  next  member  of  the 
rcritr,  indicate  that  fleep  had  overcome  them  ttfort  the  commencement  of 
t/.«r  amazing  feeue. 

Vol.  1.  P  and 
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and  moft  hotrible  agonies. 

4.0  This  unhappy  creature 
I  brought  to  yoiir  difciples, 
imploring  their,  afliftance  — 
but  they  could  not  relieve 
him. 

.  41  Upon  this  Jefus  broke 
out  into  the  following  excla¬ 
mation,  O  incredulous  and 
erverfo  age  !  how  long  (hall 
be  a  witnefs  of  your  infide¬ 
lity  !  How  long  (hall  I  bear 
your  incorrigible  obftinacy — ! 
He  then  ordered  the  parent  j 
to  bring  his  .fon  to  him. 

42  But  in  his  way  he  was 
feized  with  a  fit-rin  which  he  j 
lay  convulfod  in;  an  horrible 
.manner — ‘Jefus  jthen  by  his 
authoritative  voice  inftantly  \ 
.expelled  the  difoafo  — —  and  1 
prefented  him  to  his  father.  '• 

43  All  prefen  $  were  feized : 

with  aftonifhment  and  awe  at 
feeing  the  power:  of  God  ex- : 
erted  in  fo  amazing  and  fig- 
nal  a  manner— Rut,  while  all 
wOre  engaged  in  devoutly  ex- 
prefling  their  wonder  and  fur- 
prize,  Jefus  turned  to  his  dis¬ 
ciples  and  faid, 

44  Suffer  all  the  things  of 
whichyou  have  been  witnefies 
to  make  a  ftrong  and  indelible 
imprefTion  upon  your  minds 
—  for  the  ion  of  man  will 
fhordy  be  delivered  into  the 
power  of  his  implacable  ad- 
verfaries. 

45  But  they  underftood 
not  his  meaning  —  their  pre¬ 


judices  prevented  them  from 
underflanding  it — they  were 
afraid  however  to  defire  him 
to  be  more  particular. 

§ — 46  The  difciples  about 
this  time  had  been  engaged 
in  a  warm  debate.  Which  of 
them  Ihould  be  elevated  to  the 
higheft  and  mod  diftinguiih- 
ed  poft  under  their  matter, 
when  he  fhould  eftablifh  his 
kingdom. 

47  But  Jefus,  knowing  the 
fecret  purpofes  they  harbour¬ 
ed  in  their  breads,  took  a 
little  child,  and  placed  it  be¬ 
fore  him. 

.  48  He  then  faid  to  them, 
He  that  looks  upon  this  child 
as  an  emblem  of  a  true  Chril- 
tian,  clearly  comprehends  the 
fpirit  and  genius  of  the  gof- 
pel,  and  underftands  the  im¬ 
portant  end  which  my  Father 
font  me  into  the  world  to  pro¬ 
mote  —  For  whoever  among 

you  (loops  to  the  burnt >4 
offices  (hall  be  exal  ted  to  the 
bigbeft  honours. 

49  John  faid  to  him,  Sir  ! 
we  lately  met  with  a  man, 
who  made  ufe  of  your  name 
in  effecting  miraculous  cures 
— we  therefore  ftri&ly  forbad 
him  for  the  future  to  take 
fuch  freedom,  as  he  is  not  a 
member  of  our  fociety. 

50  By  no  means  hinder 

his  ufefulnefs,  replied  Jefus 
— — *  For  amongft  the  pre¬ 
judices  of  thepreient  age,  wc 

have 
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have  reaion  to  regard  every  j  55  But  he  turned  and  fe- 
one  as  a  friend  to  us  who  doth  1  verely  reproved  them,  faying, 
not  oppofe  us.  I  You  know  not  what  difpo- 

§ — 51  The  period  of  his  ]  fition  the  gofpel  defigns  all 
public  miniftry  being  now  al- 1  its  profefTors  to  cultivate  I 
moft  completed,  and  the  time  I  56  For  the  Ion  of  man  did 
fixed  for  his  afcenfion  to  he  a- 1  not  defcend  from  heaven  and 
ven  approaching — he  openly  I  affmne  human  nature  to  de- 
declared  his  intention  of  go-  I  vote  men  to  deftrufHon,  but 
ing  up  to  the  capital.  1  to  refcue  thcjm  from  it. 

52  Accordingly  he  lent  I  §—*57  As  they  were  tra- 

meirengers  before,  to  provide  I  veiling,  a  perfon  dazzled  with 
the  neceflary  accommodati-  J  the  hopes  of  gaining  prefer* 
ons  for  him  on  the  road  —  I  thent  in  his  kingdom,  ad- 
Thele  entered  a  village  be-  I  vanced  up  to  him  and  laid, 
longing  to  the  Samaritans,  [  Sir,  1  am  determined  to  be 
intending  to  prepare  what  j  your  conftant  and  inleparable 
was  proper  againft  his  com- 1  companion,  wherever  you  go. 
ing.  j  58  To  this  fpeech  Jefus 

53  But  the  inhabitants  pe-  j  replied.  You  egregioufly  err, 

remptorily  refufed  him  ad- 1  if  you  i  magiiie  I  am  going  to 
million  —  merely  becaufe  his  I  eftablifh  an  earthly  kingdom 
defign  apparently  was  to  wpr- !  of  grandeur  a(nd  magnificence 
jhip  at  Jerufalem.  j  — lb  far  from  this  that  the  r 

54  T wo  of  his  difdples,  j  beafts  of  *the  field  and  the 
James  and  John,  being  fired  j  fowls  of  the  air  are  accom- 
with  indignation  at  this  treat-  j  modated  with  better  and  hap- 
menc  of  him,  faid  to  him,  pier  conveniences  than  the 
Sir !  will  you  wive  lis  leave  j  Ion  of  man. 

to  deftroy  thefe  in hofpi table  j  59  To  another  Jefus  faid, 
wretches  with  lire  from  hea- 1  Adhere  to  niy  religion,  and 
ven  %  as  Elias  did  his  ene-  J  relblve  to  be  my  true  and 

mies.  *  faithful  follower — The  man 

♦ 

v  ■ 

*  It  is  very  probable  that  from  this  incident  he  denominated  them 
/?ww.-rjw*  '  JJ  the  fins  of  thunder  and  tempeJL  See  Univerfal  Hxth 

Vol.  x.  p.  547,  8vo. 

y  There  is  a  fine  pafiiage  firailar  to  this  in  a  fpecch  of  Tiberius  Gracchus 
tt'CorJed  by  Plutarch*  T <t  (MV  ftxpfdt  ta  tp»  lT<z\ia.vit'SfA9fA*tr4,  kcl 

Jtoifiy*!  KAS  KOtTOLnV  1«T/P  AVT#  K&t  Ttt< 

in*  fiayiutvoic  k<u  dLwo&tnrnxo /i,  1 i<u 

4i  ‘AlTirty*  A\K%  At  its  t  M-i  rti'/J'puToi — Tr\<tyM»TAi. 

Plutarch .  Edit*  Stephan*  Bvo.  p*  1518* 

P  2  replied. 
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replied,  I  am  determined  to 
do  fo — only  for  the  prelent 
permit  me  to  go  home  firft, 
and  attend  the  funeral  of  my 
deceafed  father. 

60  Jefus  faid  to  him,  Let 
thofe  who  are  dead  to  all  fenfe 
of  religion  and  virtue  diftrail 
themfelves  with  fordid  cares 
— but  do  you  inviolably  de¬ 
vote  yourfelves  to-  ftudy  ahd 
promulgate  the  doctrines  of 
the  gofpel. 

6 1  A  third  faid,  I  have 
formed  deliberate  refolutions 
to  attach  my  (elf  infeparably 
to  your  cauie  —  only  at  pre¬ 
sent  allow  me  to  go  and  take 
leave  of  my  friends,  and  fet¬ 
tle  my  domeftic  affairs. 

62  Jefus  faid  to  him,  I 
deem  every  perfon  abfolutely 
unfit  to  fupport  and  propa¬ 
gate  my  religion],  who  hav¬ 
ing  once  ftrenuOuify  engaged 
in  it,  fuffers  hitnlMf  to  be  tfi*- 
verted  from  it  by  Earthly  pur- 
fuits  and  fecular  ioncerhs. 

CHAP.  X. 

1  A  FT  ER  this  he  fele&ed 

a*  from  among  his  fol¬ 
lowers  feventy  other  difciples 
—  whom  he  previoufly.de- 
puted  two  and  two  together 
to  every* town  and  village, 
which  he  himfelf  intended,  to 
vifit  ■■—in  order  that  they 
might  prepare  the  minds  of 
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men  for  the  reception  of  his 
do&rine, 

a  To  thefc  he  gave  the 
following  folemn  charge  be¬ 
fore  he  difmifled  them-— 
How  copious  is  the  harveft ! 
but  alas  now  few  the  labour- 

Do  you  earneftly  pray 
therefore  to  the  Creator  of 
iimmortal  fouls,  that  he  would 
of  his  infinite  mercy  raife  and 

qualify  a  number  of  fit  per¬ 
sons  to  reap  fo  great  and  glo¬ 
rious  an  harveft ! 

3  By  fending  you  abroad 
to  preach  the  gofpel,  I  am 
fen  Able  I  expoie  you  to  the 
ragt  and  cruelty  of  an  im¬ 
moral  and  depraved  world— 
conflder  yourfelves  therefore 
as  ,  lambs  in  the  midft  of 
wolves. 

4  Be  not  felicitous  to  make 
any  preparations  for  your 
journey — nor  foflfer  any  offi¬ 
cious  ceremonies  and  mere 
external  forms  of  civility  to 
detain  you  a  moment  on  the 

road. 

5  On  your  firft  entrance 
i  into  any  family  greet  it  in  the 
.  mdft  mendly  terms,  and  wiftt 
it  every  divine  and  human 

]  felicity. 

6  And  if  the  matter  of  it 
be  a  perfon  of  real  worth  and 
virtue,  the  bleflings  you  im¬ 
plore  fliall  defeend  upon  him 
—if  not  —  the  bleffings  you 
have  fupplicatcd  the  Almigh¬ 
ty 
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ty  ro  bcftow  upon  that  fami-1  y4>u,  that  in  the-gencraljudg- 
]y  fhall  be  imparted  to  you.  roent  much  H  is  (eyere  pu- 

7  The  yirtuous  and  good'  nidi  men  t  will  be  inflifted  on 
will  receive  you  into  their  Sodom  than  on  that  town, 
families,  and  fupply  you  13  Woq  unto  you,  O  ye 
with  the  necefiaries  and  con-  inhabitants  of  Cborezin  and 
veniepces  of  life — to  this  {up-  Bttbfaida !  Had  fuch  ftrik- 
port  the  faithful  difeharge  of  proofs  of  miraculous 
your  duty  will  entitle  you  ~nr  power  and;  divine  authority 
Continue  in  that  family,  that  been  difplayecT  before  the  ci- 
gives  you  a  kind  reception,;  tiaens  of  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
all  the  time  you  ftay  in  the !  they  would  have  deemed  the 
place,  and  remove  not  from  evidences  ifrefiftible,  and  re- 
one  family  to  another, .  that  pented  with  the  fince^eft  con- 
che  world  may  not  fufpedt ,  trition  and  remorfe. 

your  moderation  and  tempe-.  14  The  inhabitants  there- 
rance.  ■  fore  of  Tyte  and  Sidon  (hall 

8  In  every  town  that  re- ;  be  finally  doomed  to  punifh- 
ceives  you  fhew  yourfclves  ments  left  dreadful  and  fe- 
plcafed  with  the  victuals  apd  vere  than  what  you  fhall  be 
accommodations  that  are  pro-  devoted  to. 

vid^d  for  you.  <  15  And  thou,  O  Caper- 

9  Heal  all  the  indifpofed 1  naum,  who  haft  now  by  thy 
that  are  in  it,  and  folemnly  power  and.  opulence  mount- 
proclaim  to  all.  its  inhabitants  ed  to  fo  high  an  elevation, 
the  fpeedy  eftablifhment  of  (halt  then  be  precipitated  into 
the  gofpel  kingdom.  .•  the  loweft  jgulph  of  deftruc- 

I  o  If  any  town  refuie  yqu .  tion  and  tmfery. 

the  rites  of  hofpitality  and  1 6  Every  one  who  receives 
rcjedl  your  inftr udrions-— go ,  you,  in  efljedt  receives  me— 
into  the  ftreets,  and  make!  he  who  rejt&s  your  inftruc- 
this public  declaration:  tions,  rej edts  mine— and  he 

I I  The  duft  pf  your  town ;  who  difobeys  mine  adjnoni- 
we  fhake  off  from  under  our :  tions,  difobeys  the  admoni- 
t'eet  upon  you,  as  a  public  tions  of  God,  who  originally 
teftimony  to  you  all  of  your  delegated  and  fent  me  into 
wilful  impenitence  — •  Be  af-  the  world. 

fured  however  that  the  king-  §—17  The  feventy  after 
dom  of  God  will  very  fliortly  •  having  fulfilled  their  com¬ 
be  erected.  million  returned  tojefus  in 

1 1  1  folemnly  declare  to  an  ecftacy  of  joy,  and  faid, 

1  P  3  Sir, 
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Sir,  by  the  powers  with  which  rior  wifdom  and  erudition, 
you  inverted  us  the  daemons  but  haft  exhibited  them  in 
were  fubje&ed  to  our  con-  their  full  power  and  energy 
troul.  before  humble  and  ingenuous 

1 8  He  faid  to  them,  *  Sa-  minds  —  This  procedure,  0 

tan  now  no  longer  reigns  iupreme  Father  of  all,  was 
triumphant  *■—  he  is  now  de-  in  confequence  of  that  plan 
pofed  and  fallen  from  that  which  thine  infinite  wifdom 
high  elevation,  which  he  hath  and  goodnefs  originally  form- 
fo  long  occupied.  ed  — —  He  then  turned  to  his 

19  Behold  !  1  endow  you  difciples  and  faid, 

with  power  to  vanquilh  your  22  God  hath  delegated  me 
moft  fell  and  implacable  ad-  to  reveal  his  will  to  mankind 
verfaries  *  —  and  all  their  de-  —  and  there  is  no  being  fo 
ter  mined  rage  and  rancour  well  acquainted  with  the  il- 
fhall  not  be  able  to  injure  lultrious  dignity  and  office 
you  or  your  caufe,  I  with  which  I  am  inverted,  as 

20  Be  not  however  elated  I  my  Father— nor  is  there  any 
with  fuch  joy  on  account  of  j  intelligent  being  favoured 
the  obrtinate  and  incurable  I  with  fo  clear  and  fublime  a 
difeafes  you  have  expelled  I  perception  of  the  nature  ami 
— ■  but  rather  indulge  the  j  perfections  of  the  Deity,  as 
higheft  tranfport4  that  your  I  the  fon,  and  as  all  will  enter- 
names  are  enrolled  in  the  re-  I  tain,  who  receive  the  Chrif- 

girter  of  heaven.  I  tian  revelation. 

§ — 2 1  At  that  time  Jefiis  J  23  He  then  addrefied  him- 
in  pious  exultation  poured  I  felf  to  his  difciples  and  faid 
forth  his  grateful  acknow-  4  to  them  in  private,  Diftin- 
ledgments  to  heftven  in  the  I  guiihed  is  your  happinefs  in 
following  language—!  thank  [  being  the  ipeftators  of  thefe 
thee,  O  thou  great  parent  of  j  lingular  tranfatt ions ! 
univeffal  nature,:  that  thou!  24  For  be  allured,  that 
haft  hid  the  evidences  of  the  (great  numbers  of  renowned 
gofpel  from-  thole  who  value  I  princes,  and  illuftrious  pro- 
themfelves  upon  their  fupe- 1  phets  have  ardently  wilhed  to 

■  % 

*  By  Satan  is,  figuratively,  meant  Jupcttr*  and  the  falfe  abfurd  Deities 
of  the  btatbtn  theology.  This  paftage  is  a  prediction  of  our  Lord,  ex- 
prefled  in  the  ufual  fublime  prophetic  flile,  that  the  pagan  ellablifhment 
would  be  overturned  by  Chrlfliaoity. 

.  ‘  He  means  the  bigotted  advocates  of  th ejtvcijb  and  Hcatbtn  fuper- 
ftilions. 

fee 
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fee  the  fa£ts  that  you  every  |  gang  of:  highwaymen,  who 
day  behold,  and  to  hear  thofe  I  robbed  him — ftripped  him  of 
instructions  which  are  corn-  I  every  thing  he  had — beat  him 
municated  to  you,  but  this  I  unmercifully— -and  left  him 
fignal  happinefs,  which  you  I  for  dead  in  the  road, 
enjoy,  was  denied  them  I  I  3  f  A  prieft  happening  ro 

§ — 25  A  Jewifh  clergy- j  trayel  that  way  law  him  ly- 
man  flood  up,  and  intend-  ing*  in  that  deplorable  condi- 
ing  to  make  trial  of  his  abi-  lion— but:  turned  his  horfe 

O  I  ♦ 

lines  and  knowledge,  faid  to  |  to  the  other  fide  of  the  road 
him — What  courfeof  practice  I  and  wen  t  on— 
fliall  I  purfue  in  order  to  ob- 1  32  A  Levite  too  coming 

tain  eternal  happinels  ?  I  to  the  place: viewed  him  for 

26  Jefus  faid  to  him,  What  rfome  time,  as  he  lay  covered 

doth  the  law  enjoin  upon  this!  with  wbunds  and  blood"  — 
fubjeft  ?  I  but  rode  by. 

27  He  replied — It  inciil- 1  33  But  a  Samaritan  travel- 

cates  upon  us  the  neceffitv  I  ling  that  road,  when  he  came 
of  loving  God  with  a  moft  up  to  him,  and  faw  him  wal-' 
purc,  intenfc  and  unaiiena- 1  lowing  in  tylood,  and  fenfe- 
blc  affection — It  aifo  enjoins  j  lefs —  this  fhocking  fpe&acle 
us  to  cultivate  the  moft  immediately:  awakened  all  his 
lienevolent  difpofitions  to- j  .  fen  Ability  and  tendemefs. 
wards  our  neighbour.  t  34  He  Inftantly  flew  to 

28  Jefus  faid  to  him.  The  [  him — — raifed  him  from  the 

anfwer  you  have  returned  is  :  ground— drafted  his  wbunds 
a  juft  one— -conform  your  j — and  with  the  moft  officious 
life  to  tilde  precepts,  and  j  care  and  concern  bound  them 
you  will  obtain  a  blefied  im- 1  up — He  then  took  him  in  his 
mortality.  |  arms,  and  pjlacing  him  on  his 

29  But  being  •  defirous  to  j  own  bead,  fupported  him  on 
fecurehimfelffromerrourand  j  it  till  he  reached  the  inn— 
to  know  the  exalt  limits  oft  where  he  ftill  continued  to 
his  duty,  be  refumed  the  dif- 1  (hew  him  the  fame  benevo- 
courfe,  and  faid  to  Jefus  w-  J  lence  and  companion. 

But  who,  Sir,  is  my  neigh- 1  35  In  the  morning  before 

bour  ?  his  departure,  he  called  his 

30  Jefus  replied— A  Jew  hoft,  and  giving  him  two  de¬ 
being  on  <1  journey  from  Je- 1  narii,  laid  to  him— Let  me 
mfalem  to  Jericho,  had  the  J  ftrongly  recommend  to  you 
misfortune  to  fall  in  with  a  1  the  care  qf  that  unfortunate 

j  -  P  4  creature 


21 6 


The  Hiftory  of J  e  s  u  $ 


Chap.  xi. 


creature- — any  farther  expence 
that  you  may  be  at  on  his  ac¬ 
count,  I  will  not  fail  molt 
chearfully  to  defray  on  my 

return. 

36  Now  which  of  theie 
three  do  you  think  was  neigh¬ 
bour  to.  the  man  who  was 

f 

thus  barbaroufly  treated  by 
robbers  ? 

37  Undoubtedly,  laid  he, 
the  perfon  who  gaye  him  fuch 
benevolent  afliftange  —  J efus 
faid  to  him,  Go  and  a£l  in 
tlie  lame  manner. 

§—38  Being  pn  a  jour¬ 
ney  and  entering  a  certain 
village— — -a  woman  named 
Martha  b  fcnt  him  an  invita¬ 
tion  to  herhoufe. 1 

39  He  accepting  it,  her 
lifter  Mary  fat  down  at  his 
feet— liftcning  to  the  inftruc-. 
Cions  he  delivered  with  the 
molt. eager  and  enraptured 
attention. 

40  Martha,  in .  the  mean 
time  being  embarraffed  in 
providing  an  entertainment, 
cache  to  Jefus  and  faid.  Sir, 
by  my  filter’s  attendance  up¬ 
on  you,  the  whole  bulinefs 
of  the  houfe  hath  devolved 
upon  roe— order,  her  to  aJIilt 
me  in  the  neceffary  duties  of 
the  family. 

41  Jefus  faid  to  her,  Mar¬ 
tha  1  you  are  now  perplexing 


and  diftreffing  yourfclf  in  pro¬ 
viding  a  grand  and  fumptu- 
ous  entertainment, . 

42  when  a  fimple  and  tnor 
derate  repaft  is  entirely  fuf- 
ficient - Your  fifter,  there¬ 

fore,  is  better  employed,  and 
hath  made  that  wile  and  pru¬ 
dent  ch?oice,  the  happy  ef¬ 
fects  of  which  will  be  for 

■  ♦  • 

ever  durable  and  permanent. 
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i  A  S  he  was  offering  up 
+  \  his  devotions  in  a  cer¬ 
tain  place,  one  of  his  difei 
pies  greatly  affedted  with  the 
fervency  of  his  prayers,  faid 
to  him,  after  he  had  conclud¬ 
ed,  Sir,  pleafe  to  give  us  Pome 
inftrudipns  concerning  prayer 
— .fincc  John  taught  his  dif- 
cjples  in  what  manner  to  dif- 

charge  this  important  duty. 

2  He  laid  to  them,  in  your 

{prayers  conform  to  the  fob 
owing  model— O  thou  great 
governour  and  parent  of  uni- 
verfal  nature,  who  manifefteft 
thy  glory  to  the  blelfed  in¬ 
habitants  of  heaven— may  all 
thy  rational  creatures  in  all 
the  parts  of  thy  boundlefs  do¬ 
minion  be  happy  in  the  know- 
led  geof  thy  exiftence  and  pro¬ 
vidence,  and  celebrate  thy 
perfections  in  a  manner  moil 


b  This  najnc  occurs  in  Plutarch's  Marius  t  p.  758.  Edit:  Stephan.  8vo. 
Grace. 

wprthy 
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worthy  thy  nature,  and  per- j  following  importunate  man* 
feftive  of  their  own !  — May  |  net— Do  my  friend  lend  me 
the  glory  of  thy  moral  go- 1  thifee  loaves, 
vcrnment  be  advanced,  and  I  6  For  a  perfon  for  whom 
the  great  laws  of  it  be  more  I  I  have  the  greateft  regard  be- 
generally  obeyed— May  the  I  tag  on  a  journey  into  this 
inhabitants  of  this  worla  pay  |  country  %  hath  rode  a  Jong 
as  chearful  a  fub  million  and  |  way  out  of  his  road  merely  tp 
as  conftant  an  obedience  to  I  fee  me — and  l  "have  nothing 
thy  will,  as  the  happy  (pints  I  at  all  in  the  houfe  to  fee  be- 
do  in  the  regions,  or  immor- 1  fore  him. 
cality.  j  7  To  thejfe  eameft  folicita- 

3  As  thou  had  hitherto  mod  1 60ns  the  churl  within  doors 

mercifully  luppliedour  wants,  1  mutters — -Why  do  you  difturb 
deny  us  not  the  nece Afar jes and  I  me  at  this  unfeafonable  hour, 
conveniences  of  life,  while  I  ———the  door  is  locked  and 
thou  art  p leafed  to  continue  bolted — my  children  art;  with 
us  in  it.  me'  in  bed-4-l  cannot-  rile  and 

4  Pardon  the  numerous  give  you  what-  you  wanti  . 

fins  that  we  have  been  guilty  8  This  petibn  however, 
of  towards  thee— as  we  freely  tho*  poflfefled  of  fuch  a  forty 
forgive  and  erafe  from  our  and  brutalj  difpofidon,  tho* 
hearts  the  injuries  that  our  the  common  obligations  •  of 
fellow  creatures  have  done  to  friend  (hip  cannot  excite  him 
us — and  foffer  no  temptation  to  this  benevolent  office,  will 
to  afiaulc  us  to o  powerful  for  yet  fuifer  himfelf  at  lad  to  be 
the  frailty  of  our  natures  and  prevailed  upon  by  the  dint  of 
the  imperfection  of  our  vir- 1  importunity  and  felicitation, 
cue — but  in  all  our  trials  may I  9  In  the  fame  fervent  man- 
thine  almighty  aid  interpok  I  ner  do  you  offer  your  petiti- 
atul  refcue  us  from  vice  and  I  ons  to  God  and  he  will  g fa- 
rum.  I  cioufly  beftow  them  —  with 

5  After  he  had  delivered  I  the  lame  eameftnels  and  fer>- 
this  form  he  faid  to  them— I  vour  do  you  approach  the 
one  of  you  hath  a  friend— he  I  throne  of  divine  mercy,  and 
runs  to  him  in  a  great  hurry  j  you  fhall  not  be  repulfed. 

at  midnight-— —awakes  him,  |  10  For  the  fervent  prayers 

and  lupplicates  him  in  the  I  of  every  good  perlon  to  the 

r 

<  This  U  the  meaning  of  the  cr/yrW,  nnd  greatly  heightens  the  beauty 
♦f  the  (lory. 

Father 
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Father  of  wifdom  and  good- 1  miraculous  power,  requefted 
ncls  to  fupply  his  wants  and  him  to  fliew  them  iome  grand 
to  ftrengthen  his  imperfeCt  luminous  phenomenon  in  the 
virtue,  will  not  be  rejected.  Iky,  as  a  proof  of  his  divine 
i  r  Learn  front  parental  authority  and  minion, 
tendernels  the  indulgent  dif-  17  But  he  being  perfectly 
pofition  of  the  fupreme  Fa-  acquainted  with  their  maliei- 
ther  towards  his  rational  oil-  ous  thoughts  and  unfurmount- 
fpring — For  is  there  any  man,  able  prejudices  againft  him, 
however  abandoned  and  bru- 1  turned  to  them  and  thus  ad- 
tal,  who  when  his  child  cries  |  dreflfed  them  —  You  aferibe 
for  bread,  will  give  him  a  I  my  miracles  to  a  compact 
ftone— or  a  ferpent,  when  he  J  with  Beelzebub  —  but  confi- 
defires  a  filh  ?  (der,  that  every  kingdom  torn 

12  or  when  he  requefts  of  I  by  internal  divifions  is  quick- 

him  an  egg,  will  he  put  into  ily  reduced  to  a  {late  of  the 
his  hands  a  fcorpxm  ?  I  moil  deplorable  dcfolarior, 

1 3  If  therefore  parents  of  the  I  and  ruin — and  every  family 

worft  characters  give  to  their  |  full  of  difeord  and  mutual 
children  what  is  proper  and  |  animofity  cannot  flourish, 
ufefiil  for  them— 4iow  much  j  .  18  Now  if  Satan  empower 
more  will  the  benign  and  I  any  one  to  expel  thole  dse- 
eompaflionate  Father  of  alljmonS  which  he  himfeif  in- 
impart  divine  afllftance  to  his  I  jeCts,  he  muft  foment  difien- 
fupplicams  !  j  tions  in  his  own  kingdom — 

§*—14  About  this  time  l  and  confequently  mult  con- 
there  was  brought  to  him  a  I  font  to  its  weaknei's  and  de¬ 
dumb  idiot,  whom  he  inftant- 1  molition. 

Jy  reftored  to  his  intellects I  19  Befides,  if  I  ejeCt  dre- 
and  fpeteh  — -  This  fpeCtacle  j  mons  by  a  confederacy  with 
ftruck  the  multitude  with  ex-  {.Beelzebub  —  by  whole  afiif- 
treme  aftonilhment.  j  tance  do  your  relations  ex- 

15  But  fome  who  were  pre-  j  pel  them— ---as  to  any  real 
feric  faid*  This  perfon  only  j  league  or  compact  chat  they 
cjeCts  djemons  in  confequence  j  have  with  infernal  fpirits  1 
of  a  confederacy  with  Beel-  |  refer  you  to  their  determ  i- 
zebub  their  infernal  prince,  I  nation  and  judgment d, 

1 6  While  others,  not  con- l  20  But  if  I  exterminate 
vinced  by  thefe  exertions  of  I  daemons,  and  heal  the  molt 

4  See  cote  on  Math.  xii.  27* 
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obflinate  and  incurable  dis¬ 
orders  by  a  power  communi¬ 
cated  to  me  by  the  Deity—1 - 
it  follows  that  I  am  autho¬ 
rized  by  God  to  eftablifh  his 
kingdom  and  promote  the 
interefts  of  his  moral  govern¬ 
ment. 

2 1  The  furniture  and  for- 
wne  of  a  ftrong  man  remain 
in  fafety,  while  he  guards 
them  in  a  compleac  (uit  of 
armour,  and  hath  no  foe  to 
oppofe  him,  but  who  is  pof- 
kffed  of  inferiour  ftrength. 

22  But  when  a  perfon  of 
fnperiour  might  attacks  and 

vanquilhes  him,  he  (trips  him 
of  that  ftrong  armour  in  which 
he  confided  -  pillages  his 
houfe,  and  carries  off  the 
fpoils  in  victorious  triumph 

—  So  the  power  with  which 
l  am  endowed  to  expel  dae¬ 
mons  proves  me  poffefled  of 
force  fuperiour  to  theirs. 

23  So  far  therefore  am  I 
from  being  an  accomplice 
with  Satan,  as  you  infinuate 

—  chat  Satan  declaiming  all 
connections  with  me,  oppofes 
me  with  implacable  malice 

—  and  is  fo  far  from  being 
toy  auxiliary,  that  he  caufes 
the  greateft  milch iefs  in  or¬ 
der  to  counteract  my  de- 

%ns  '. 

24  When  an  impure  fpirit 
is  cjeCted  out  of  a  man,  it 

*  See  note  on  Mat:h.  xli.  30. 
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roams  over  dreary  and  inhos¬ 
pitable  waftes,  in  queft  of  re- 
pofej  but  fatally  difappointed 
—Tired  with  devious  wan¬ 
dering,*  and  filled  with  de- 
fpondency,  it  forms  a  re(b- 
lution,  at  aU  adventures,  to 
return  to  its  old  refidence  5 

2 5  But  behold !  on  its  apv 
proach  it  finds  it  furnifhed 
with  every  elegance  for  its 
reception. 

;  26  Tranfported  with  this 
unexpected  happinefs,  it  ran¬ 
ges  in  fearch  of  its  compa¬ 
nions,  and  tikes  a  number 
of  daemons  Of  greater  ma¬ 
lignity  and  ferocity  than  it- 
fclf  — -  and  they  a!r  take  pof- 
fefiion,  and  render  the  laft 
condition  of  -  that  man  infi¬ 
nitely  more  Wretched  and  de¬ 
plorable  than  it  was.  before r. 

$ — 27  As: he  was  engaged 
in  this  difeourfe,  a  woman' 
cried  out  in  an  eeftafy  of  ad¬ 
miration  and  wonder — ■  Blef- 
fed  is  the  woman,  who  brought 

thee  into  the  world ! 

r 

28  He  relied,  You  ought 
rather  to  have  laid,  Blefied 
are  thofe  who  attentively  hear 
and  obey  the  word  of  God. 

§ — 29  A  vast  concourfe 
of  people  being  at  this  time 
collected  around  him,  he  faid. 
How  abandoned  and  perverfe 
is  the  prefent  age  !  Not  con¬ 
vinced  by  the  miracles  I  per- 

V  ■ 

♦ 

‘  See  note  on  Matdi.  xii.  45. 

form. 


form,  they  rfequire  m?,  for 

their  conviction,  to  diiplay 

before  them  fome  grand  re- 
fplendent  prodigy  in  the  air 
<—  but  as  they  have  refilled 
all  the  other  finking  tefii- 
tnonies  I  have  hitherto  pro¬ 
duced,  no  miraculous  pro¬ 
digy  {ball  be  farther  indulged 
to  them,  except  one  that  will 

be  fwiilar  to  what  befcl  the 

^  *  ■ 

prophet  Jonah, 

30  For  as  the  miraculous 
reftoration  of  Jonah  after  he 
had  been  ingulphed  in  the  a- 
byfs  and  enclosed  in  the  bel¬ 
ly  of  a  fifii  three  days,  was  a 
proof  to  the  Ninevites  that 
he  was  inverted  v<ith  a  divine 
eommiffion — fo  a  like  fignal 
proof  (hall  the  fan  of  man 
exhibit'  to  the  prefenc  gene¬ 
ration. 

31  The  conduct  of  the 
queen  of  Arabia  will  at  the 
general  judgment  evince  tp 
the  whole  aflembled  world 
that  the  condemnation  of 
the  prefenc  race  : will  be  jufi 

— ; —  for  (he  felti  fuch  cmo- 

•  ■  | 

tions  at  the  report  of  Solo- 
neon’s  celebrated  wifdom, 
that  (he  haftencd  with  impa¬ 
tient  fteps  to  Jeru^alem-T-Ttho, 
fituated  at  a  great  difiance 
from  her  own  dominions— — 
But  the  prelent  generation 
treat  a  perfon  of  fuperiour 
wiidom  and  eminence  to  So¬ 
lomon  with  the  laft  contempt. 

32  The  behaviour  tif  the 


,  inhabitants  of  Nineve  ihow) 

I  the  conduft  of  the  prefent 

j  age  to  be  abfolutely  incxcufa- 
|  ble  For  tho*  Jonah  only 
gave  them  verbal  admonitions, 
attended  with  no  miracles— 

I 

yet  they  repented  in  deep  and 
fincere  contrition — But  this 
age  rejects  a  perfon  endowed 
with  infinitely  greater  autho¬ 
rity  and  tuperiour  dignity. 

33  A  lamp  is  not  lighted 
in  order  to  be  concealed  — 

but  is  placed  on  fome  confpi- 
cuqus  eminence,  that  all  the 
houfc  may  enjoy  its  uieful 
beams. 

34  Reafon  is  to  the  foul 
what  the  lamp  is  in  darknefi 
—if  thy  reaibn  be  therefore 
preferred  ftrong  and  clear,  it 
will  illuminate  all  thy  moral 
difpofi tions  —  But  if  the  eye 
of  reafpn  .be  fuffy  fed  with  pre¬ 
judice,  or  injured  by  vice,  all 
thine  intellectual  powers  will 
be  k>fi  in  the  (hades  of  errour. 

35  Be  careful  therefore  left 

thou  wilfully  obfeure  thy  rea¬ 
fon— for  thy  whole  mind  will 
then  be  involved  in  mofi  de¬ 
plorable  darknefi, 

36  But  if  thou  carefully 
preferve  thy  reafon  clear  from 
the  mifts  of  prejudice  and  paf- 
fion,  it .  will  throw  the  moft 
pure  and  falutary  light  over 
'all' thy  mental  powers. 

$—37  As  he  was  thus  in- 
finiCting  the  people,  a  PHa- 

rifce  invited  him  to  dine  with 

him 
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him — He  accepted  the  invi- » love  of  God  — — —  Tbefe  you 
ration  and  fat  down  to  dinner,  j  ought  to  have  made  the  great 

38  But  the  Pharifee  was  j  fundamental  rules  of  your 

amazed,  that  he  had  not  walh-  J  conduit,  at  the  fame  time 
cd,  before  he  fat  down  at  the  j  that  you  omitted  not  the  cu¬ 
rable.  I  remonial  injunctions. 

39  Jefus  faid  to  him — You  j  43  Woe  unto  you,  O  ye 

Pharifees  are  extremely  care-  j  Pharifees !  for  it  is  merely  to 
ful  in  decorating  and  adorn- j  gratify  your  pride  and  often* 
mg  the  exterior  part  - — -  j  tation,  that  you  ftrive  fo  ve- 
while  the  interior  is  deform-  j  Hemently  to  fecure  the  moft 
cd  and  polluted  with  ava- 1  diftinguifhed  places  in  ail  re¬ 
rice,  oppreffion,  and  other  J  ligious  affemblies— -and  to  be 
enormous  vices.  j  complimented  in  all  places  of 

40  Abfurd  and  prepofter-  j  public  refort  with  the  pom- 
ous  conduit !  Did  Hot  the  j  pous  titles  of  Do&or  and 
great  Being,  who  made  thejKabbi ! 

external  form,  create  the  in- 1  44  Woe  unto  you,  O  ye 

ternal  intellectual  powers  —  I  hypocritical  Scribes  and  Pha- 
and  will  he  not  be  more  fo-  nfees !  Your  vile  hypocrify  is 
licitous  for  the  purity  of  the  concealed  from  the  eye  of  the 
mind,  than  for  the  Ihowy  |  world— —like  fome  fecrefc 
elegance  of  the  body  ?  I  graves,  full  of  loathfomc  pu* 

4 1  The  only  way  to  fecure  1  trefaltion  arid  horror,  over 
voar  minds  from  all  moral  J  which  men  walk  without  per- 
impuricy  and  pollution  is,  to  j  ceiving  them,  or  being  able 
do  good  with  the  wealth  you  I  to  diftmguifh  from  the  com- 
have  accumulated,  and  to  j.  mon  path. 

contribute  to  the  relief  of  the  J  45  An  expounder  of  the 
indigent  and  neceflitous.  j  law  being  prefent,  when  Je- 

42  But  O  ye  Pharifees !  j  fus  uttered  thefe  juft  irivee- 
dreadful  will  be  your  future  I  tiyes,  interrupted  him,  and 
mifery  !  —  for  you  are  moft  j  faid.  Sir  !  in  fatvrizing  the 
rdigioufly  fcrupulous  in  per-  J  vices  of  the  age  you  include 
forming  all  the  little  niceties  I  us,  and,  reproach  and  infult 
of  the  ceremonial  law,  and  j  our  order. 

with  a  moft  punctilious  ex- 1  4 6  Jefus  replied,  Dread- 
altnefs  mark  the  titheof  mint,  J  ful  beyond  delcription,  O  ye 
rue,  and  other  herbs  —  but  l  expofitors  of  the  law,  will  be 
entirely  difregard  the  impor- 1  your  future  condemnation— 
tant  duties  of  equity  and  the  j  for  you  opprefs  men  with  an 

i  intolerable 


222 


^the  Hiftory  6f  J'E  s  tJ  6 


Chap.  xii. 


Intolerable  burden  of  fevere 
and  tedious  obfervances — but 
will  not  in  your  own  practice 
conform  to  any  of  thole  ftridi 
and  rigid  preferiptions,  which 
you  impose  upon  others. 

47  Great  will  be  your  fu¬ 
ture  mifery !  —  for  you  build 
and  lavilh  every  embellilhr 
ment  on  the  tombs  of  thofe 
very  prophets,  in  whofe  blood 
your  anceftors  embrued  their 
hands. 

48  By  the  elegance  you  la¬ 
vilh  upon  thefe  monuments, 
you  give  a  public  glaring  tel-! 
timony,  that  you  are  the  de-i 
feendents  of  thofe  murderers 

whofe  a  (Tallin  at  ions  you 
alfo  vindicate  and  juftify  in 
the  face  of  the  world,  by 
building  luch  magnificent 
ftru&u res  for  thole,  whofe 
blood  your  progenitors  fpil- 
led. 

_  < 

49  To  reclaim  them,  faid 

God,  from  their  vices,  1  will 
fend  among  them .  prophets 

and  apoftles - (but  fom©  of 

thefe  they  will  peiifecute,  lbme 
they  will  murder. ! 

50'  $0  that  upon  this  very 
:ration  all  the  blood  that 
ath  been  ihed  from  the  be¬ 
ginning  of  the  world  to  the 
prefen t  time  (hall  be  revenged, 

51  from  Abel,  down  .to 
Zacharias,  whom  you  -cruelly 
afiafiinated  between  the  tem¬ 
ple  and  the  altar— —all  tjhe 
blood,  I  repeat  it,  ihed 


•this  long  (cries  of  years  (hall 
be  revenged  on  this  very  ge¬ 
neration. 

52  Shocking  beyond  idea, 
O  ye  expounders  of  the  Jaw, 
will  be  your  future  mifery  !— 
for  you  contrive  every  me¬ 
thod  to  prevent  men  from 
embracing  chriftianity — You 
arc  determined  flot  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  by  its  evidences  your- 
felves,  and  do  every  thing  in 
your  power  to  prevent  per- 
ions  of  good  dtfpofitions  from 
being  convinced. 

§—53  With  thefe  deferr¬ 
ed  cenfures  and  reproofs  the 
Pharifees  and  Scribes,  who 
were  prelent,  were  heinouily 
exafperated— — and  to  have 
their  revenge  on  him,  they 
began  to  propofe  to  him  feve- 
ral  enfharing  queftions, 

54  malicioufly  defigning  to 
circumvent  him  by  thefe  infi- 
dious  arts,  and  earneftly  long¬ 
ing  to  pick,  up  lbme  expreili- 
ons  he  might  inadvertently 
drop,  on  which  they  might 
round  an  accufation  againlt 


1m. 
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1  AN  immenfe  and  infi- 

nite  multitude  of  peo¬ 
ple  being  now  collected  toge¬ 
ther,  who  crowded  and  trod 
one  upon  another  in  a  tumul¬ 
tuous  manner— he  addrefied 
the  following  difeourfe  to  his 
difdples— Be  ever  cautious  of 

being 
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Mng  infected  with  hypocri- 
iv,  the  predominant  vice,  of 
the  Pharisees,  which  like  lea¬ 
ven  hath  fpread  and  difFufed 
itfelf  thro*  the  mals  of  the 
Jewilh  nation. 

2  But  there  is  no  vice, 
which  they  take  fuch  pains  to 
fereen  from  the  eye  .  of  the 
world,  but  (hall  one  day  be 
brought  to  light — That  dark- 
nel's,  in  which  they  wrap  their 
crimes,  will  one  day  be  dif- 
pelled,  ami  all  their  enormi¬ 
ties  be  unvailed. 

3  Let  me  therefore  folemn- 
ly  aflure  you,  That  what  you 
tranlaft  in  the  (hades  of  night 
(hall  be  pubiifhed  in  the  open 
face  of  day— what  you  whiiper 
in  the  moil  obfcure  and  fecret 
recefs  (hall  be  proclaimed  be¬ 
fore  the  aflembled  world ! 

4  Since  therefore  the  great 
day  of  retribution  is  approach¬ 
ing,  accept,  my  dear  and 
faithful  companions,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  admonitions  —  Fear 
not  thofe,  who  can  only  de¬ 
prive  you  of  a  precarious  be¬ 
ing,  but  whole  power  ex¬ 
tends  no  farther. 

* 

5  1  will  (hew  you,  whom 
you  ought  to  fear— Let  that 
great  Being,  be  the  foie  objeft 
of  your  fear,  who  can  involve 
both  foul  and  body  in  total 
and  everkfting  dcflrudHon — 

Let  that  great  Being,  I  re¬ 
peat  it,  be  the  foie  objeft 
of  vour  con  (la  nr  fear. 

f 

4 


6  Tot  if  the  mearreft  and 
ipoft  inconfiderable  creatures 
are  perpetually  under  the  in- 
fpeffion  of  God,  and  periflt 
not  without  his  cogni  lance- 
how  much  more  mud  divine 
providence ,  intereft  itfelf  in 
the  guardianlhip  and  protec¬ 
tion  of  rational  beings. 

|  7  God  is  intimately  ac¬ 

quainted  with  all  your  mi- 
|  nutelt  concerns,  and  the  very 
|  hairs  of  your  head  are  num- 
!  bered  by  hisj  all-comprehen- 
j  five  wifdom— Fear  not  there- 
|  fore  any  fufferings  and  per¬ 
fections  that  men  may  infli& 

I  upon  you— for  an  intelligent 
being  is  furftly  more  entitled 
I  to  the  divine  care  and  re¬ 
gards,  than  the  irrational  and 
inferior  creatures. 

8  Be  a  Cured  therefore,  that 
'whoever*  notwitliftanding  the 
rage  of  persecutors  and  the 
profpeft  of  the  greateft  fuf¬ 
ferings,  (hall  with  undaunt¬ 
ed  fortitude  publickiy  pro- 
fed  his  belief  of  Chriftianity, 
(hall  be  publickiy  acknow¬ 
ledged  for  my  true  difciple 
before  the  angels  of  God,  and 
the  aflembled  world. 

9  But  whofoever  (ball  be 
terrified  into  a  recantation  of 
his  Chriltian  principles,  and 
openly  renounce  his  profef- 
fion — him  will  I  alfo  publick¬ 
iy  re) eft  in  the  day  when  man¬ 
kind  (hall  be  convened  before 

w 

God’s  tribunal. 


10  The 


£24  Hiflory  Jesus  Chap.  xii. 

10  The  moft  opprobrious  to  adjuft  their  fecular  pro- 
calumnies.  againft  the  fon  of  perty. 

man  fhall  be  forgiven  —  but  1 5  From  this  incident  he 

he  that  with  determined  and  took  occafion  to  addreis  to 

* 

invincible  prejudice  fliall  blaf-  the  multitude  the  following 
phemoufly  ascribe  the  mira- 1  advice  — *  Carefully  guard  a- 
culous  operation  of  God  to  J  gainft  contrafling  an  infati- 
the  power  and  energy  of  wide-  i  able  paffion  for  accumulating 
ed  infernal  fpifits,  precludes!  wealth-— For  the  happinefsor 
all  convidion,  and  fliall  he*  1  life  is  not  annexed  tofuperior 
ver  be  forgiven  here  or  here- ;  poflefiions. 
after.  i  16  With  a  view  to  this 

1 1  But  when  you  are  drag-  \  fubjeft  be  recited  the  follow- 

ged  before  magistrates  andaingfable  ——-It  happened 
courts  of  judicature,  and  car- 1  that  the  immenfe  eftates  of 
ried  before  the  moft  ill  uftn-  j  an  opulent  gentleman  one 
©us  perfonages—fbe  not  atixi-  J  year  proved  uncommonly 
ous  in  ftudying  what  virrcHca- 1  fertile,  and  yielded  him  an 
tion  you  fliall  make  of  your  [  exceeding  rich  and  plentiful 
principles  and  conduct.  |  crop. 

1 2  For  that  God,  in  whofe  [  1 7  His  heart  exulted  when 

caufe  you  are  engaged,  will  ]  he  viewed  the  waving  golden 
enable  you  by  hit*  holy  fphit,  1  hirveft— and  as  he  looked  o- 
in  that  emergency,  to  apoto- 1  ver  the  wide  extended  prol- 
giae  for  yourlelvfo.  |  peft;  he  faid  to  himfclf— — > 

§ — 13  As  he  was  difoour-  j  What  fhall  I  do  with  it  all ! 
ling,  a  perfon  in:  the  crowd  ]  — Where  &&11  I  repofit  it ! — 
railed  his  voice)  and  faid*  j  I  have  no  place  capable  of 
Great  prophet !  I  deOre  you  1  containing  half  this  unmenfe 
would  admonHh ,  my  brother  1  crop  1 
to  make  a  juft  and  equitable  j  i8:  After  fomc  time  (pent 
partition  of  the  paternrf  e-  j  in  anxious  deliberations,  he 
llate,  that  hath  been  left  us.  I  cried  out  in  a  hidden  tranf- 

14  He  turned  to  him  and  j  port— -I  am  determined  iro- 
faid.  Friend !  I  came  not  in*  j  mediately  to  pull  down  my 
to  the  world  to  mtermeddle  t  bams— and  I  will  ereft  grand 
in  the  civil  affairs  of  men,  orj  and  magnificent  ftorehoufes*, 

r 

*  Scpolchri  jramonar  finis  dorao*.  Horst. 
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where  I  wiltamifs  all  this  co  | riches,  and  totally  alienated 
pious  and  amazing  produce  Ifrom  God. 
of  my  fields.  jj  2  2  Wherefore  I  charge  you 

19  When  I  have  piled  it  1 — addrefiing  himfelf  to  his 
all  up— I  will  then  fay  to  jny  Idifciplesr— to  fupprefe  all  im-* 
foul— ‘Happy  foul !  Diftin- 1 moderate  defires  of  earthly 
guifhed  is  thy  felicityl  Thou  fpleafures  and  indulgences,  and 
haft  immenfe  trealures,  from  jjnotto  be follicitous, How  you?! 
which  thou  wilt  derive  pure  |(haH  gratify  your  Appetites ! 
and  permanent  blifs  for  a  jiWhat  repafts  will  give  you 
long,  longferies  of  many  dif-  P  the.  moft  pica  ft!  re  1 — and  what 
rant  happy  years— Come,  I! apparel  add  thi  moft  elegance 
indulge  thy  foft  envied  repofe  tand  grace  to  your  perfons ! 

— feaft  on  the  moft  delicious  r  1  For  is  not  life  of  in- 
viands-— tafte  the  moft  exauir  j  finitely  greater*  worth  than  all; 

fite  liquors* - and  traverfea  the  refinements  of  luxury— 

circle  of  every  amufement  and  health  of  unlpeakabljr 
and  joy.  .  .  fgre^ter  value  than  the  moft 

20  But  while  he  was  brooding  Ifplendid  robes  ? 
over  this  enchanting  profpeft  \  34  Contemplate  the  ravens 

and  fondly  anticipating  all  its  i— They,  have  no  fields  to  foW, 
happinefs — God  faid  to  him,  fnO  crops  to  reap,  no  barns  to 
O  thou  unthinking  mortal  f  [fill— yet  the, great-  parent  of 
this  very  night  the  lampof  thy  jj  nature  regularly  fuppliesthem 
vain  life  ffiall  be  extinguifhfca  jj  with  food— and,  ought  you* 
—  and  *  what  advantage  to  | whom  God  hath  fo  highly  ex- 
thee  will  then  all  *  the  im-|a!ted  in  the  foale  of  being? 
menfe  treafures  be,  that  thou  to  debale  the  fuperior  dignity 
haft  accumulated b !  of  your  nature!  by  an  unealy 

21  Like  this  wealthy  .fen-  land  refllefs  anxiety  for  ani- 
fualift  is  every  one,  whole  mal  and  fenfual  enjoyments  ? 
heart  is  folely  engrofied  by  2  5  Can  any  man  by  the 


*  • 

s  So  the  gnat  ought  to  have  been,  rendered-— nvbfift  would  have  been 

expreiTedby  !***£$% 

h  The  infeription  on  the  tomb  of  the  great  Cyrus*  which  Plutarch  in¬ 
forms  ua  Alexander  the  Great  ordered  to  be  tranlktcd  into  Grak,  was 
this  —  O  mortal  l  whoever  thou  art>*  know  that  I  am  Cyrus  who  founded 
the  Pirfian  monarchy.  Do  not  therefore  envy  me  this  little  narrow  turf 
which  covers  my  body  !  Plat*  Altxand.  p*  1289.  Stcph. 

Quid  vici  profuAt  aut,  horreaJ  quidve  Calabria 
SaTtibiis  adjeiti  Lucani,  fi  metit  Orcus 
Grandia  cum  parvis  non  exorabilis  auto*  Herat* 

Vot.  I. 
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exertion  of  all  his  art  and  care  minds  of  Heathens — but  ought 
prolong  the  period  of  human  not  to  prey  upon  year  happi- 
life  a  Tingle  moment  ?  nefs — fince  your  fupreme  and 

26  Since  then  you  are  not  merciful  parent  knows  thac 
able  to  add  the  leaft  point  of  you  require  the  common  bid- 
duration  to  the  limits  afiigned  lings  and  neceflaries  of  life, 
to  human  life*— why  (hould  and  will  gracioufly  admins- 
you  fuffer  yourfelves  to  brood  fter  them. 

over  an  uncertain  futurity  3 1  But  do  you  alpire  after 
with  fuch  painful  and  me-  nobler  enjoyments  and  pur- 
lancholy  folicitude  ?  luits  than  thefe — for  let  it  be 

27  Survey  with  attention  your  principal  ftudy  and  con  - 

the  lillies  of  the  field,  and  cern  to  approve  yourfelves 
learn  from  them  how  prepo-  j  as  the  obedient  and  virtuous 
fterous  it  is  for  beings  who  |  fubjeds  of  God’s  moral  king- 
are  endowed  with  rational  I  dom  — —  and  his  providence 
natures  to  cherifii  a  folicitous  I  will  not  be  wanting  to  fupply 
paflion  for  drels — Thefe  fuf- 1  you  with  the  other  inferior 
tain  no  labour,  thefe  employ  |  bleflings  that  refped  the  body, 
no  cares  to  adorn  themfelves  1  32  Do  not,  my  fcled  coni- 

—  and  yet  are  ploathed  with  I  panions,  defpair  of  God’s  fup- 
fuch  inimitable  beauty,  as  So- 1  plying  you  with  the  necdla- 
lomon  in  all  the  fplendour  of  j  ries  of  this  Ihort  and  tranfien: 
his  richeft  royal  robes  never  1  life,  fince  his  infinite  good- 
equalled.  I  nets  hath  defined  you  to  be 

28  Since  thei)  God eloathes  1  the  fubjeds  of  his  celeftial 
a  tranfient  and  Ihort-  lived  |  kingdom. 

flower  with  fuch  a  rich  and  I  *  33  1  Hefitatc  not  toexpole 
magnificent  drefs  — —  ought  J  to  fale  all  your  prefent  tor- 
you,  who  are  .  endowed  with  |  tunes,  and  diftribute  the  roo- 
fuch  fuperior  dignity,  to  dif- 1  ney  in  relieving  the  diftrefied 
truft  the  providence  df  God !  I  and  indigent  —  by  this  bene- 

29  Cnerilh  not  therefore  J  ficence  you  will  acquire  a 
fuch  uneafv  thoughts  as  thefe,  1  fund  that  will  never  be  ex- 
What  (hall  I  eat !  What  fhall  j  ha u (led  —  and  accumulate  a 
I  drink !  What  fhall  1  wear  1 1  treafure,  which  no  thief  can 

30  Thefe  are  enquiries  that  I  approach,  which  no  moth  can 
are  perpetually  corroding  the  |  corrode. 

* 

1  This  advice  relates  to  thd  difciples  mdj  s  to  whom  this  difcoorfe  wzs 
peculiarly  addrefled. 

34.it 

.  •  9 
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34.  It  is  of  the  greateft  im-  j  tempted,  he  would  certainly 
portance  that  the  affedtions  j  fit  up,  and  prevent  the  thieves 
k  properly  placed — for  the  from  breaking  in, 
mind  is  foon  governed  by  its  J  40  With  the  fame  prudent 
predominant  paflions  —  and  J  vigilance  be  ye  alfo  ever  for- 
where  the  treafure  is,  there  I  tified  j  that  the  fudden  ad- 
the  heart  is  centered.  j  vent  of  the  Ion  of  man  may 

35  Be  careful  to  excrcife  a  j  not  furprifc  you  funk  in  fu- 
conitant  unremitting  vigi- I  pine  negligence  and  inconfi- 
lance,  and  be  ever  in  an  ha- 1  deration. 

bitual  preparation  for  my  fu-  j  41  Here  Peter  interrupted 
cure  coming.  J  him  and  faid.  Sir!  do  you 

36  In  this  refpedt  imitate  I  intend  this  figurative  difeourfe 
the  care  and  diligence  of  faith-  J  for  the  benefit  of  the  multi- 

•  fu!  fervants— whofit  up  thro’  j  tude  in  general,  or  only  of 
the  hours  of  night  witn  inde-  J  us  in  particular  ? 
fttigable  patience  and  incef-  J  42  Jefus  replied.  Every 
fant  attention  ’till  their  maf- 1  prudent  lervanj:  to  whom  his 
ter  returns  from  the  nuptial  lord  hath  Comrhitred  the  caTe 
lblemnity,  and  open  the  door  j  of  his  domeftic  affairs  during* 
the  moment  he  knocks.  •  j  his  abfence,  will  Ihew  his  fi- 

37  Happy  fervants !  whom  j  delity  in  punctually  executing 

their  lord,  coining  ac  fuch  an  I  his  commands.1 
unfeafonable  hour,  finds  in  |  43  And  happy  will  fuch 

fuch  a  vigilant  and  dutiful  la  faithful  fervant  be  if  his 
port ure ! — -He  will  compen-  J  mailer  ac  his  arrival  finds  him 
fire  fuch  diftinguilhed  fideli-  J  diligently  employed  in  his 
ty  with  a  diftinguilhed  re- j  duty. 

ward.  J  44  He  will  afluredly  re- 

38  Thrice  happy  fervants  $  J  ward  fuch  induftry  and  faith- 
whole  eyes  not  the  midnight  j  fulnefs  with  the  principal  di- 
hour,  or  the  lateft  watches  J  redtion  of  all  his  fortunes. 

of  the  night  have  been  able  I  45  But  if  the  wicked  fer- 
to  feal  in  foft  and  indolent  j  vant  fuffer  negligence  and 
llumbers— but  who  are  ever  j  carclcflnefs  to  ftcal  upon  him, 
vigilant  and  prepared  for  their  I  and  indulge  the  fond  imagi- 
mafter’s  reception.  I  nation,  that  his  lord  will  de- 

39  Had  any  mafter  of  a  I  fer  his  journey  home  for  ma- 
family  previous  information  I  ny  years — and  in  confequence 
at  what  pariicular  hour  of  the  I  of  thefe  fuggeftions  begin  a 
nigh:  his  houfc  would  be  at-  J  courfe  of  profligacy  and  riot 

|  2  — abule 
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— abu fe  his  fellow-flaves  with  i  cafion  the  fire  of  perfecution 
the  ffioft  wanton  cruelty——  to  fpread  and  rage  in  the  molt 
and  run  into  all  the  excelled  dreadful  manner  anions  man- 

«  »  t  *  *  ij 

of  debauchery  and  drunken-  kind — and  how  ardently  do 

nefs  t  I  wilh  that  the  flame  had  ai- 

%  0  % 

4  6  The  lord,  of  that  fervant  ready  feized  me  its  fir  ft  de¬ 
will  fuddenly  come  upon  him  at  ftined  victim ! 
an  unexpected  time,  and  fur-.  50  For  I  have  a  dreadful 
prife  him  in  the  midft  of  theft  feene  of  mifery  to  undergo, 
iceaes  of  irregularity  apd  cop-  apd  p>y  mind  will  ever  be 
fpfion — and  will  inflict  upon  greatly  opprefled  and  tortur- 
him  the  molt  exquifite  tor-  ed  ’till  I  nave  fuftained  it. 
ture3,  dooming  him  to  the  51  Do  you  flatter  your- 
l'ame  wretched  fate  with  the  felves  with  the  fanguine  hopes, 
fppft  depraved- and  abandon-  jthat  I  fhall  fubdue  the  whole 
ed  infidels.  .world— -and  then  eftablifh  a 

47  But  tha$  fervant,  who  halting  univerfal  peace— no- 
heard  his  maftcr’s  orders,  inay  coming  into  the  world, 
apd  perfectly  jtnew  his  will  will  produce  the  moft  impla- 
— but  wilfully  neglected  to-,  i cable  difeords  and  animoli- 
perform  it,  and  addicted  feinaT;  Uies. 

lelf  to  habitual,  indolence  apd  •  52  For  no  fooner  fhall  the 

difobedience,  shall  fuffer  the  igpfpei  be  publilhed  ip  the 
moft  rigorous  and  excruciat-  l^prld*  but  in  a  family  con- 
(hg  torments.  iGftifcg  of  fivev  peribns,  three 

48  While  on  him,  who  was,  I  of.  them  will  be  at  irreconcile- 
Vnacquainted  frith  his  lordfs.  I  able  Variance  wi  th  two— thefc 
pleafure,  arid  yet  aCted  ineop- 1  lajferas  embittered  againft  the 
fifteptly  with  the  duties  of  his  I  former. 

fliatiop,  a  milder  and  lets  feverej  .53  It  will  occafion  fuch 
pupilbmept  fhaJl  be  inflicted  I  dreadful  quarrels,  as  will  dil- 
— Foras  according totherule^  I  foiwp  all  the  ties  of  natural 
of  common.cqujty,  of  him,  to  I  affetfiop,  and  break  the  moft 
whpm.  much,  was  entrufted,  1  intimate  bonds  of  coniangui- 
ipuch  will  be  required— fa  iip  I  aity. 
the  day  of  future, retiibvtuan,  j  $7-54  He  then  addrefled 

difti  ngp iflied  improvement  |  himfelf  to  the  multitude  that 

will  be  .expected  from  thole  j  flood  around  him  and  faid— 
to. whom  God  hath  giveft  dif?  I  When  you  fee  a  cloud  rife  in 
tinguilhed  abilities,  I  the .  weft,,  you  immediately 

49  Mx  coming  will  oc-  j  fay,  A  ibower  is  forming  — 

J  and 
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your  obfervation  is 

true. 

55  When  the  wind  alfo 
changes  to  the  fouth,  yoU 
lav,  We  ftiall  now  have  lul> 
try  heat— and  your  prognol- 
tication  is  foon  verified. 

•r 

56  Hypocrites  !  and  are 
you  fo  expert  and  infallible 
in  your  prefages  of  the  wea^ 
tlier  —  and  yet  not  able  with 
the  greateft  precifion  and 
cknrnefs  to  dilccrn  the  parti¬ 
cular  marks  and  features  of 
the  prefent  period  ? 

57  Why  do  you  not  flreely 
permit  your  own  reafon  and 
underftanding,  in  a  cafe  foptr- 
fpicuous  and  evident,  todireft 
y«u  to  what  is  juft  and  pro¬ 
per  to  be  done  ? 

58  Strive  therefore  to  a- 
Vcrt  from  you  the  divine  dif- 
pleafure,  before  it  overwhelm 
■you,  by  fpeedy  repentance 

and  reformation  of  life - for 

if  a  perfon,  while  his  adver¬ 
sary  is  conducing  him  before 
k  magiftrate,  is  too  proud  ro 
endeavour  to  ibften  his.refent- 
jnicnts  by  making  every  eort- 
Ceflion— and  is  too  obftinate 
fo  appeafe  his  anger  by  leni¬ 
ty  and  conuefeenfion— —  he 
wiil  proceed  to  the  moft  un¬ 
happy  extremities : 

50  and  will  finally  involve 


him  in  that  complicated  mi- 
fitf  and  ruin*  Which  by  ari 
early  reconciliation  he  might 
hdVfe  prevented  — ^-bu  t  from 
Which  he  will  not  be  able  to 
fextirieftte  ftimielf,  ’till  he  hath 

fully  glutted  hi)  revenge. 

CHA  P.  XIII. 


1  COME  who  were4 

^  on  this  bedafioh  told 
him  hbW  Pilate  had  mdfFaciS 
ed  a  number  of  Gaiil&ans  a) 
they  were  performing  a  fo- 
Jbmri  facrifice,  (md  had  ming¬ 
led  their  blood  in  one  com* 
mon  (beam  Wftjh  the  blood  of 
their  vi&itfls, 

2  Jfefti)  laid  to  them*  Do 
you  infer  from  this*  that  ttoefe 
perfohs  were  mote  abandoned 
and  wicked  th^n  others  Of  the 

Galileans,  btdaufe  they  Were 
aflaffinated  in  this  (hocking 
manner  ? 

;3  The  inference  is  unjuft 
and  let  me  add*  that  un- 
iefs  you  fpeedlly  repent  and 
reform  your  lives,  you  will 
all  perilh  by  a  fimilar  de- 
ftruftion k. 

4  Or  do  you  conclude  that 
thofe  eighteen  men,  on  whom 
the  tower  of  Siloam  fell,  and 
buried  them  in  its  ruins*  had 
been  guilty  of  more  heinous 
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and  atrocious  crimes  than  |  —it  is  only  a  nuifence  in  my 

all  the  reft  of  tjhe  inhabitants  I  garden. 

of  Jerufalem ?  (  |  8  The  gardener  faid,  Sir! 

5  The  condufion  is  falfe  J  let  it  ftand  another  year — I 

— and  you  will  all,  let  me  fo-  will  ioofen  the  foil  about  it, 
Jemnly  repeat  it,  unlefs  you  |  and  lay  fonie  frelh  manure  to 
iincerely  repent  and  amend  |  its  roots, 
your  lives,  be  overwhelmed  |  9  Perhaps  with  this  aflif- 

in  fimilar  perdition.  I  tance  it  may  bear — it'  it  does 

6  He  then  recited  the  fol- 1  not,  I  will  then  cut  it  down, 
lowing  fabler— A  Gentle- I  § — 10  As  Jefus  was  on  the 
man  had  planted  a  fig-tree  in  I  fabbath  inftrutttng  the  peo- 
a  good  fituatipn  and  in  an  |  pie  in  one  of  the  fynagogues, 
happy  foil — and  he  came  from  I  1 1  there  was  in  the  aflem- 
time  to  time  expecting  to  I  bly  a  woman,  who  had  beeft 
find  it  covered  with  fruit,  I  a  miferable  fpeftacle  for  eigh- 
but  was  always  difappointed.  I  teen  years— her  body  was 

7  At  laft,  tired  with  long  j  bowed  double  without  her 
and  fruitless  expectation,  he  I  being  in  the.leaft  abletoraile 
called  the  gardener  and  laid,  |  herfelf  upright. 

I  have  been  patiently  waiting!  12  When  Jefus  perceived 
now  thefe  three  years,  in  j  this  unhappy  object,  he  cal¬ 
liopes  that  trep  would  bear,!  led  her  to  him  and  faid — You 
•gnd  have  been  always  fruf-  J  are  from  this  moment  freed 
frated< — cpt  it  jnftantly  down]  from yourmiferable condition 


t 


1  She  is  faid,  in  Vet.  t6,  to  have  been  thus  afflicted  by  Satan.  Whom 
Satan,  it  is  id  thje  original,  had  tird  together.  The  body  of  a  per  for., 
who  went  double,!  is  here  faid  to  be  thus  affected  by  the  devil.  From 
whjch  we  learn  that  any  thing,  which  aflrefted  the  human  body  in  a  fin- 
tar  and  extraordinary  manner,  was  by  the  people  of  thofe  times  attri- 
ted  to  the  agencfcef  daemods.  The -heathens  talk  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner.  Macro  bins  mentions  women  Who  were  vtAitroCAiiTaf  moon-fir uci,  anu 
a  on  4  idbChwivo  'Diuna-firuck,  Saturn,  i«  17,  .In  Pleat  at  we  meet  with 
C err  it  a,  Ceres-firttffc,  pne  whofe  mind  was  aifordered  by  Ceres.  Amphii 
A<t.  ii.  Sc.  ii.  144.  Edit.  Fat.  1684.  And  there  is  a  very  remarkable 
patfage  in  the  OdyJfij,  which  I  have  never  feed  quoted  on  this  fubjeft,  in 
which  flow  confumtng  pains  are  attributed  to  the  influence  of  a  malignant 

darmon.  Odjfi.  E.  396.  . 

%  ^ 
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u  * 
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13  He  laid  his  hands  upon  j  tran (ported  with  religious  gra- 
Iut — inftantiy  Jhe  ftood  ere&  |  titude  aud  exultation. 

— and  poured  forth  her  ardent  |  §  — 18  He  then  faid  by 

gratitude  to  God  for  this  fig-  |  what  fimilitude  fhall  I  reprc- 
nal  deliverance.  I  fcnt  the  gofpel  difpenfation  ? 

14  The  ruler  of  the  fyna-  j  19  It  is  like  a  Angle  grain 
gogue,  being  a  fpedtator  of  I  of  muftard  feed,  which  a  man 
this  tranfadtion,  was  heinouf- 1  lows  in  his  garden  —  which 
ly  offended  that  Jefus  fhould  j  imperceptibly  grows  larger 
thus  impioufly  prophane  the  I  and  larger,  ’till  at  laft  it  be- 
fabbath  by  performing  mira-  J  comes  one  of  the  moft  (lately 
culous  cures— —and  he  pub- 1  of  the  vegetable  tribes  — — 
lickly  reproved  the  people,  j  and  fhoots  out  fuch  luxuriant 
faying:,  There  are  fix  days,  j  branches  as  afford  Ihelter 
in  which  any  work  is  allow-  j  and  lodging  to  the  fowls  of 
cd  to  be  tranfa&cd  —  conte  j  heaven. 

on  thefe,  and  have  your  in- 1  20  He  again  faid.  What 

difpofitions  removed - but  I  doth  the  gofpel  difpenfation 

infringe  not  the  facred  du-  J  refemble  ! 

tics  of  the  fabbath.  j  2  x  It  may  be  compared  to 

15  Jefus  turned  to  him  I  leaven,  which  a  woman  mix- 
and  faid  —  Thou  hypocrite !  J  ed  among  a  very  confiderable 
Doth  any  of  you  Judge  it  a  J  quantity  of  dough,  ’till  the 
violation  of  the  fabbath  to  |  whole  mafs  was  fermented, 
loofe  his  cattle  from  the  ftall,  §  —  2  2  Jesus  continued 
and  drive  them  to  water  ?  I  his  journey  towards  Jerula- 

16  And  ought  not  this  Item — inftrufdling  the  people 
daughter  of  Abraham,  who  I  in  all  the  towns  and  villages 
hath  been  confined  in  fuch  a  I  he  palled  th?o*. 

miferablc  and  unhappy  con- 1  23  A  perlon  now  faid  to 

dition  for  eighteen  years,  be  I  him.  Sir !  will  there  be  but 
releafed  from  icon  the l’abbath?  1  >an  inconfiderable  number  Of 

17  This  fpeech  filenced  his  j  thofe  who  will  be  finally  fav- 
opponents,  and  covered  them  I  ed  ? — He  turned  and  laid  to 
with  confufion — But  the  mul-  J  the  furrounding  multitude, 
titude,  who  had  been  wit-'j  24  Strenudufly  exert  all 
nelfcs  of  fuch  amazing  exer-  I  your  endeavours,  to  gain  ad- 
tions  of  divine  power,  were  •  million  within  the  narrow 0 


*  He  calls  it  narrow,  becaufe  the  Jews  of  that  aee,  concerning  whom 
only  be  here  fpeaks,  being  almoft  univerfally  abandoned,  and  rejecting 
.it  the  evidences  of  the  gofpel,  would  be  excluded  from  happinefs. 

Q.4 


gate 


m  w  9 
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gate  of  eternal  life  —  Thou- 
kinds,  when  theperiodof  their 
trial  is  over,  ftrill  importu¬ 
nately  beg  to  be  admitted  — 
but  fhall  be  forever  repulfed. 

2 5  When  the,  mailer  of  the 
jhouie  hath  fhu>t  and  locked 
the  door,  and  you  approach 
it  and  knock,  lagging  in  the 
molt  moving  and  1'tipplicant 
terms  for  admiflion  —rhe  will 
.call  out  to  you  and  alk  you, 
•Who  you  are  that  folicit  for 
permiflion  to  enter  his  houfe 
‘at  fuch  an  unicuibnable  hour  ? 

r 

2(5  You  will  then  fay.  We 
are  perfons.  Sir,  who  have 
frequently  been  happy  in 
your  converfation  on  earth, 
and  have  often  heard  you  de¬ 
liver,  in  our  refneflive  towns, 

your  divine  and  heavenly  dif- 

cou  rfes . 

.27  He  will,  then  reply, 
:Notwithftanding  what  you 
aflert,  I  do  not  Know  you  — 

you  have  enjoyed  Angular  ad¬ 
vantages,  but  have  mifim- 
proved  them— You  finful  and 
abandoned  creatures  depart ! ' 

2  8  You  will  be  transfixed 

*  % 

.with  the .  acuteft  mifery  and 
anguilh,  when,  you  fee  Abra¬ 
ham,  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  and  all 
the.  eminent  and  illuftrious 
prophets,  enjoying  the  pleni¬ 
tude  of  celeftial  bkiTedneis — 
and  find  yourfelyps  for  ever, 
excluded  from  thofe  happy 
feats ! 


29  For  numbers  of  good 
men  of  every  nation,  and  i:i 
the  moll  diftant  regions  fhall 
there  be  all  collected,  and 
form  one  vaft  and  happy  fo- 
ciety. 

30  But  thofe,  to  whom  the 

means  of  fee u ring  this  happi- 
nefs  were  lafi  offered  (hail  be 
the  firfi  in  embracing  the  n — 
and  thole  to  whom  they  were 

m 

firfi  propofed,  fnall  be  the 
lafi  to  admit  them. 

§ — 31  So  M2  Fliarifecsth.it 
day  came  to  him,  end  advil  • 
ed  him  to  quit  thole  pans 
with  the  utmolt  p^cipiiation 
—telling  him  that  Herod  in¬ 
tended  to  apprehend,  and  put 

him  to  death. 

32  Go  and  tell  that  fex, 

he  replied,  that  i  Ihail  per¬ 
form  miraculous  cures  in  his 
dominions  rbr  the  three  next 
enfuing  days. 

33  And  I  know  that  I  (hall 
perform  them  in  fafecy  and 

iecurity— for  it  cannot  be 
that  a  prophet  be  murdered 
any  where  out  of  the  pre- 
cin&s  of  Jerufalcm. 

34  O  Jcrufalem !  Jerufa- 
lem  1  Thou  who  haft  murder¬ 
ed  ib  many  prophets,  and 
haft  ftoned  to  death  ib  many 
good  men,  who  were  fent  to 
reform  thee— For  how  many 
ages  have  1  ftrove  to  fave  thee 
from  ruin  with  all  the  anxi¬ 
ous  care  and  tender  lollici- 

tude 
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tude  of  the  mofl:  affectionate hand  upon  him,  healed  him 

but  you  have  obfti-  ]|  in  a  moment,  and  diffnifled 


parent 

nately  rcfui’ed. 

35  For  this  your  incorrigi¬ 
ble  difobedicnce,  the  molt 
dreadful  dcftru&ion  lhall  0-, 
verwhclm  your  city,  and 
your  country  lhall  be  depo- 


bim . 

5  He  then  faid  to  them. 
Doth  die  ftriCtcft  and  molt 
fcruptllous  perlbn  among  you, 
when  he  fees  any  of  his  cat¬ 
tle  fallen  into  a  pit,  hefitate 


pulated — Nor  lhall-  you  ever  1  a'  moment  to  extricate  and 

ft  f  ^  ft  AAA  m 


again  lee  me  prefent  among 
you,  ’till  the  time, that  you 
fay,  Unfpeakably  happy  is 
he,  who  is  a  profeflbr  of  the 
gcfpel ! 


CHAP.  XIV. 

i  T)  El  N  G  alked  to  dinner 

by  one  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  men  among  the  Pharifees, 
he  accepted  the  invitation 
but  his  conduCt  was  narrowly  ] 
obfervcd  with  an  infidious 
defign  to  cenfure  and  alperle 
him. 

2  While  he  was  in  the 
houfe  a  mifcrablc  objeCt, 
fwollen  with  the  dropfy,  was 
brought  before  him. 

3  Jefus  turned  to  the 
expounders  of  the  law  and 
the  Pharifees,  who  were  there, 
and  laid.  Is  it  lawful  to  heal 
on  the  fabbath  day  ? 

4  They  maintained  a  ful- 
len  lilence — He  then  laid  his 


preferve  it  on  the  fabbath. 

6  This  argument  con¬ 
founded  them— and  with  all 
their  malice  they  were  unable 
to  obviate  it. 

7  Obferving  with  whatea- 
gernels  the  company  ’ft rove 
to  fecure  fome  of  the  princi¬ 
pal  and  moft  honourable  fears 
at  this  entertainment ;  he  re¬ 
proved  their  ambition  and  o- 
ftenratious  Vanity  in  the  fol¬ 
lowing  manner. 

8  When 'you  are  invited 
to  a  nuptial  feaft,  fuflfer  not  a 
principle  of  pride  and  arro¬ 
gance  to  prompt  you  to  fe¬ 
ted:  one  of  jthe  firft  places  at 
table  for  yourfelf — for  Ihould 
a  perion  of  greater  dignity  and 
eminence  than  yourfelf  enter 
the  room, 

9  and  the  gentleman  who 
invited  you  Ihould  come,  and 
order  you  to  quit  your  feat 
for  a  perfon  of  iiis  character 

■you  would  then  be  fevere- 


"  In  the  grtek  it  is— as  an  ben  anxioufly  prote&eth  her  -chickens  under 
her  wings.  This  line  picture  of  tenderneis  is  represented  by  that  pa¬ 
thetic  and  moral  yott.  Euripidtt* 

N itecO"  ertt  TTifvytLf  tirTirrm  tpt tf.  Troad.  746. 
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ly  mortified,  and  defcend.  thefe  will  re-invite  you  to 
from  the  elevation  you  had  oc-  their  entertainments,  and  re- 
cupied,  covered  with  biufhe's  turn  the  civilities  you  have 
and  confufion.  .  fhewed  them. 

10  Upon  fuch  occafions  13  But  when  you  make  a 

go  and  choofe  one  of  the  magnificent  feaft,  inform  the 
loweft  feats — that  when  the  cripple  and  the  blind,  the  in¬ 
gentleman  takes  a  view  of!  digent  and  necdfitous,  and 
his  guefls  he  may  fay  to  you,  di [tribute  the  fragments  of 
My  dear  friend !  you  fhall  not  it  among  them,  that  they 
lit  there — 1  will  place  you  ac-  may  alfo  participate  the  plen- 
cording  to  the  diftinguifhed  ty  of  your  genial  table, 
worth  I  know  you  to  pofTefs  1 4  This  difmterefted  bcnc- 

— This  cond'utt  will  gain  you  ficence  will  fecure  you  the 
the  refpett  of  tfye  company,  divine  blelTmg  —  Theie  un- 
.and  conciliate  that  regard  happy  objects  cannot  recom- 
and  honour  tO|  which  ge-  penfe  you-— God  will  recom  • 
nuine  and  unafirfcfked  humi-  penfe  you  at  the  refurreition 
lity  and  modefty  are  enti-  .of  the  good. 

tied  15  One  of  the  company 

1 1  For  afpiring  arrogance  hearing  this  difcourle  laid, 

lhall  be  debated,  jbut  humble  How  diflinguifoed  will  his 
virtue  fhall  be  exalted.  happinefs  be,  who  lives  un- 

1 2  He  then  faitl  to  the  der  the  reign  of  the  Mcfliah, 
perfon,  who  aiked  him  to  and  (hares  that  feftivity  and 
dinner,  When  you  make  a  joy,  that  will  then  be  uni- 
iplendid  and  fumptuous  en-  vtrfai p, 

tertainirrent,  invite  not  mere-  16  He  replied.  An  opu- 
ly  your  relations, )jour  friends,  lent  gentleman  prepared  a 
and  the  opulent  families  in  grand  •  and  fplendid  enter- 
your  neighbourhood  for  tainment— and  the  preceding 

M 

9  There  is  a  flory  Ip  Plutarch  that  illuilratcs  this  precept.  One  Lucius, 
who  had  been  lately  (truck  out  of  the  lift  of  Senator*,  entered  the  theatre 
one  day,  when  there  were  (ome  grand  representations  to  be  exhibited ; 
•die  populace- and  Senators  being  all  feated- — He  placed  himfelf  on  one 
of  the  lavieft  and  lcaft  honourable  forms— —The  light  excited  in  the  po¬ 
pulace  umverfal  compaffioii — —they  could  not  bear  it— They  all  cla¬ 
moured,  and  infiftfd  upon  his  fitting  among  the  Senators - The  Senators 

accordingly  admitted  him  among  them.  Putt.  Flamin,  694.  Stephan. 

f  In  the  original,  eat  bread  fn  the  kingdom  of  God.  The  kingdom  cf 
God  lignifics  the  times  of  the  Mcffiah.  Ealino  bread  cannot  refer  to  the 

celeftial  wprld. 

* 

day 
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day  Tent  invitations  to  a  great 
number. 

17  Waiting  a  long  time 
for  his  gucih,  but  to  no  pur- 
pofe  — at  laft  he  difpatched 
one  of  his  fervants '  to  them, 
begging  they  would  delay  no. 
longer — for  every  thing  was; 

ready  to  be  ferved  up. 

j  8  They  then  all  began  to 
make  apologies  for  abfenting 
themfdves — l  beg  you  would 
excure  me  to  your  matter, 
one  faid — I  have  lately  made 
a  purcbafe  of  an  eftate,  and 
lam  obliged  this  very  day  to 
go  and  view  it, 

19  Another  faid,  I  hope, 
your  matter  will  notbedif-l 

pleafed  at  my  abfence - 1 : 

have  juft  bought  a  couple  of' 
oxen  for  the  plow,  and  I  am. 
going  this  moment  to  make  a. 
trial  of  them. 

20  A  third  faid,  1  am  now 
celebrating  my  nuptial  lo- 
lemnities,  and  it  is  impofii- 
ble  for  me  to  come. 

*  21  The  fervant.  returned 

«  «  ♦ 

and  gave  in  the  reafons  they 
had  alledged  for  abfenting 
themfdves — The  gentleman 
incenfed  at  their  contemp¬ 
tuous  treatment  of  him,  or¬ 
dered  his  fervajit  ipftantly  to 
go  into  the  ftreets  and  lanes 
of  the  town — and  to  invite  to 
his  houfe  all  the  poor,  the 
mutilated,  the  lame,  and  the 
blind  he  could  meet  with. 

22  The  fervant  foon  re- 

4 


turned,  followed  by  a  numer¬ 
ous  train  of  unhappy  objects 
“whom  when  he  had  difpof- 
ed,*  he  went  and  told  his  ma¬ 
tter  that  the  room  was  capa¬ 
ble  of  containing  a  great  mar 
ny  more. 

-  23  The  gentleman  faid.  Do 
you  go  then  into  the  public 
roads  about  the  city,  and  ex¬ 
ert  all  the  force  and  power  of 
perfuafion  to  prevail .  with  e- 
very  wretched  creature  you 
fee,  to  come  to  my  houfe  — • 
1  am  defiroUs  to  have  it  filled. 

24  For  I  am  determined 
not  to  fend  any  more  invita¬ 
tions  to  thofe,  who  have  treat¬ 
ed  me  in  lb  difrefpe&ful  a 
manner. 

§—25  Hix  was  now  follow¬ 
ed  by  an  immenfe  multitude— 
to  whom  he  turned,  and  thus 
add  retted  htmfelf— 

26  Every  one  who  is  per- 
fuaded  in  pis  own .  mind  of 

’  ,  ^  f  *  v 

the  truth  of.  my  religion — if 
in  times  df  perfection,  h? 
doth  not  break  all  the  ftrong 
endearing  ties  of  filial  piety, 
conjugal  tenderneis,  and  pa¬ 
ternal  affe&ion,  and  ditto!  ve 

all  the  other  bonds  of  con- 

,  -  « 

fanguinity,  rather  than  abjure 
h|s  .  religion,  and  publickly 
difavow  its  principles  lhall 
never  be  acknowledged  as  a 
true  and  genuine  difciple.  . 

27  And  he  that  is  unwil¬ 
ling  to  fubmit  to  the  fame  fc- 
ric>  of  fufferings  for  his  reli- 

gion 
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gittfi  as  I  have  fupported,  is ,  j  and  finds  how  unequal  he  is 


unworthy  the  name  of  my 
difciple. 


to  the  conflict,  diipatch  an 
embaffadour  to  him,  anti  pro- 


28  It  is  proper,  as  in  other  J  pole  terms  of  accommoda- 
cafes,  that  you  iljtould  prcv i- 1|  tion  ? 
twfiy  calculate  What  a  pro- 
feflion  of  the  goipei  riiay  pro¬ 
bably  coft  you — Fdrdoes  not 
every  one,  who  intends  to 
build  himfelf  a  grand  and 
magnificent  houfe,  deliberate¬ 


ly  fit  down,  and  fcftimace  the 
txpence  it  will  involve  him 
Ifi  before  it  is  completed. 

*9  For  ihould;  all  his  for¬ 
tune  be  expended  and  he  be 
forced  to  drop  'his  riefign 
whtn  he  hath  dont  little  more 
than  juft  laid  the  founda¬ 
tion— every  paiTino;  traveller 
would  iftfult  his  folly  and  in- 
dtferttion. 


30  See  here  art  houfe  be¬ 
gun  upon  an  elegant  and  ex^ 
teufive  plan,  but  thro*  the  j'ftlvcs  the  moft  abjett  and 

•  A  4.  ♦  1  •  L  it  1  ^  II  *  1  *  1 


33  In  like  manner  he  that 
doth  not  previcujly  refoive  to 
break  off  every  tbnd  connec¬ 
tion,  and  facrifice  all  his 
worldly  interefts  from  a  fin- 
cere  love  and  attachment  to 
my  Caufe,  is  unwoithy  the 
chara&cr  of  a  difciptc. 

34  As  fait  is  ot  excellent 
ule  lo  long  as  it  prderves 
its  .  original  qualities,  but 
when  jnfipid,  is  thrown  away 
as  ufdefs —  So  be  ye  ever 
careful  to  maintain  your  in¬ 
tegrity  unblcmilhed  and  ir¬ 
reproachable  ; 

35  For  Ihould  you  once 
violate  and  forfeit  it,  you 
will  defervedly  render  your- 


inconfi deration  and  impru¬ 
dent  of  feme  Ithoughtlefs 

creature  obliged  to  be  aifeon- 
tinued,  and  left  in  this  con¬ 
dition  ! 

31  And  doth  ’not  every 
prince,  who  marches  a  body 
of  troops  to  give  battle  to  his 
enriny,  who  is  advancing  to 
meet  him,  deliberately  c6n- 
fider,  before  art  engagement 
enfue,  whether  hie  with  ten 
thoufand  1$  able  to  cope  with 
twice  the  number  ? 

32  Will  he  not,  when  he 

calmly  reviews  his  fituation. 


WOrthlefs  of  all  mankind 

✓ 

He  that  is  endowed  with  in¬ 
tellectual  powers,  let  him  di¬ 
ligently  cultivate  them  by  a 
facred  attention  to  truth  and 

wifdom. 


CHAP.  XV. 

1  ALL  the  tax-gatherers 
**  and  a  great  number 
of  Other  perfons  of  profligate 
and  immoral  characters  ap¬ 
proached  him  in  a  body  to 
hear  his  difeourfes. 

2  The  Pharifees  and  Scribes 

feeing 
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feeing  thefe  collected  togc- 1  accumulated  by  her  indufby 
thcr  and  forming  a  part  of  1  ten  pieces,  if  ihe  happen  to> 
h  is  audience,  faid.  This  per- 1  lofe  but  one  of  them,  dothfhe; 
ion  freely  admits  and  famili- 1  not  light  a  candle,  fweep  the. 
arly  converfes  with  men  of  !  houfe,  and  explore  eveiy. 
wicked  and  abandoned  lives,  1  room  with  the  greateft  folijci- 

3  Upon  hearing  thefe  cen-  j  tude  arid  ftriCtefl:  fearcb, . 

fures,  he  turned  and  addref-  J  9  If  fheis  lo  happy  as  tot 
iecl  them  in  the  following  fi- 1  find  it— in  an  ecftacy  of  joy; 
gurative  manner.  file  inftantly  lends  for  her. 

4  Any  of  you  that  had  an  (  friends  and,  neighbours,  and 
hundred  Ifcecp,  if  but  one  of  j. fays.  Congratulate  me  on  rny 
them  happen  to  ftray,  wo^ild  unlooked-for  fuccefs— for  f 
he  not  leave  the  ninety-nipf,,l  have,  found,  the  piece  which  l, 
and  trayerfe  the  deferts  and  I;  had  almoft  given  up  as  irre- 
mpuntains  with  diligent  and  j.  coverably  loft. 

anxious  care  in  fearch  of  it  ?  j  10  Such  joy  is  there  among 

5  And  fiiould  he  befo  for-  lithe  bleftcd fpirits  in  tficjegir. 
tunate  as  to  find  it,  doth  he  ,'ons  of  immortality  at  the  rt- 
not  recondv.ft  it  in  his  arms  I;  formation  of  one  abandoned 
to  the  reft  ,  of  his  Dock*  in  ajjlinner. 

tranfport  of  joy  ?  1  r  $ — n  A  Gentleman:  of 

6  And  when  he  conpcs  j  a  fplendid  family  and  opulent 
home,  he  immediately  fends  !■  fortune  had  two  Tons. 

for  his  friends  and  his  nejgh-j  12  One  day  the  younger 
bours — -and,  elated  with;  ids,]! approached;  his  father,  and 
fuccefs,  fays.  Congratulate,  me  I  begged  him  in  the  molt  ira** 
upon  my  unexpected  relici-  [portunace  and  foo thing  terms 
ty  !  —  I  have  juft  now  found  [  to  make  a  partition  of  hia  ef- 
the  Iheep,  that  I  had  for  lome  jifeCts  betwixt  hin.fclf  and  his 
time  looked  upon  as  irretriev-  :  elder  brother — The  indulgent 
ably  loft.  •  father,  overcome  by  his  blan- 

7  In  like  manner  I  lolemn- .difhments,  immediately  dir 
ly  allure  you,  That  there  is  :  vided  all  his  fortunes  betwixt 
greater  rejoicing  in  heaven  them. 

over  one  fincere  penitent  t^ap  ;  1 3  A  few  days,  after,  the 
over  ninety- nine  good  per-'  ;  younger  brother  converted  all 
ions,  who  are  already  eftab.-  .  the  eft  ate  s  flhat  had  been  thus 
lillicd  in  the  habits  of  piety  :  afligned  him  into  ready  mos- 
and  virtue.  ncy — left  fits  native  foil,  and 

8  A  woman  mo,- that  hath  '  fettled  m  a  foreign  country 

2  1  —where. 
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— where,  by  a  courfe  of  de-  woke — He  now  began  to  re- 
bauchery,  profligacy,  and  e-  view  the  paft  fcenes  of  his 
very  expenfive  and  fafhion-  life,  and  all  the  plenty  and 
able  amulcment  and  diflipa-  happinefs  in  which  he  had 
tion,  in  a  verylhjort  time,  he  once  lived  now  rufhcd  into 
fquandered  it  all  away.  his  mind — What  a  vaft  num- 

14  As  foon  as  he  had  difli-  ber  of  fervants,  faid  he,  liath 
pated  his  fortune,  and  was  my  father,  who  riot  in  i'uper- 
now  reduced  to  extreme  indi-  fluous  abundance  and  af- 
gence — a  terrible  famine  vi-  fluence,  while  1  am  ema  - 
nted  the  country  in  which  he  ciated  and  dying  with  hun- 
refided,  and  raged  with  fuch  ger. 

dire  and  univer&l  deveftati-  18  I  am  determined  to  go 
on,  that  he  was  in  want  even  to  my  dear  aged  parent,  and 
of  the  common  nccefiaries  of  try  to  excite  his  tendernefs 
life.  and  companion  for  me  —  I 

15  Finding  himfelf  now  will  kneel  before  him,  and 
deftitute  of  breads,  and  hav-  accoft  him  in  thefe  penitent 
ing  nothing  to  eat  to  fatisfy  a  and  pathetic  terms  —  Beft  of 
raging  appetite* — the  went  to  parents !  I  acknowledge  my- 
an  opulent  citizen,  and  beg-  'lelf-an  ungrateful  creature  ro 
ged  him  in  the  moft  fuppli-  heaven  and  to  you ! 

cant  terms  that  hd  would  cm*  \  19  I  have  rendered  my- 

ploy  him  in  any  menial  dr ud-  felf,  by  a  long  courfe  of  ma* 
gery — The  gentleman  hired  ny  lhameful  vices,  unworthy 
him,  and  fent  him  into  his  of  the  name  of  your  child  ! — 
fields  to  feed  fwine i  Condefcend  to  hire  me  into 

16  Here  he  was  fo  dread-  : your  family  in  the  capacity  of 
fully  tormented  with  hunger,  the  meaneft  flave. 

that  he  envied  eveh  the  fwine  20  Having  formed  this  re- 
the  hulks  which  he  few  them  folution,  he  travelled  towards 
greedily  devour — and  would  home,  without  cloaths,  and 
willingly  have  allayed  with  without  fhoes— with  all  the 
thefe  the  dire  fenfations  he  hafte,  that  a  body  pining  with 
felt — but  none  of  his  fellow*  hunger,  and  exhaufted  by  fa- 
fervants  would  permit  him.  tigue  could  make— When  he 

1 7  But  refleftion,  which  was  now  come  within  fight  of 
his  vices  had  kept  io  long  in  home,  his  father  faw  him  at 
a  profound  Beep,  now  a-  a  diftance— knew  him— and 

*  A  very  difagrttable  office  to  a  Jew. 


was 
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was  fubdued  at  once  with  pa-  j  while  they  were  thus  joyfiilly 
tcrnal  tendernels  and  pity—  I  celebrating  his  return  •—  the 
He  rulhed  to  meet  him  with  I  elder  brother  was  abfent  in 
j'wift  and  impatient  fteps—  I  the  fields— --On  his  coming 
folded  him  in  his  arms — inv  j  home  "in  the  evening,  when 
printed  .  a  thoufand  ardent  I  he  approached  the  houie,  he 
kifies  on  his  lips— -the  tears  I  heard  the  whole  domerefound 
Graying  down  his  venerable  I  with  vocal  and  inftrumencal 
cheeks,  and  the  big  pa  [lions,  1  mufic,  and  dancing, 
that  ftruggled  in  his  breaft,  I  26  He  called  one  of  the 
choaking  his  utterance.  I  fervants,  and  alkcd  him  the 

2 1  After  fomc  time  the  I  meaning  of  this  unexpected 
Jim  faid— Belt  and  kindeft  of  j  feene. 

parents !  I  have  been  guilty  j  27  The  fcrvant  faid.  Your 
of  the  blackeft  ingratitude  ]  brother.  Sir,  is  juft  returned 

both  to  God  and  to  you !—  1  from  abroad - and  your  fa- 

1  am  unworthy  ever  to  be  |  ther  is  celebrating  this  happy 
called  your  child !  J  occafion  by  |a  moft  fplendid 

22  His  father  without  I  and  elegant  entertainment, 

making  any  reply  to  thele  j  28  This  account  of  his 
words,  called  his  fervants,  J  father’s  conduit  highly  incen- 
faying.  Bring  hither  immedi- 1  fed  and  exafperated  him — — 
ately  a  complete  fuit  of  the  I  and  he  obftiAately  refuted  to 
beft  apparel  1  have  in  the  I  go  into  the  hall  to  his  brother, 
houfe—  [  and  to  the  other  company— 

23  And  do  you  fetch  the  j  His  behaviopr  being  told  the 
fat  calf  from  the  ftall,  and  1  father,  he  catae  out  to  him— 

I  ”  ^  j 

kill  it — for  wc  will  devote  this  and  even  entreated  him  to 
day  to  feftivity  and  joy.  j  come  in, and  [hare  their  felicity. 

24  For  this  is  my  fon !—  1  29  To  thefe  affectionate 

He,  whole  death  I  have  fo  J  perfuafiohs  he  fullcnly  repli- 
long  and  bitterly  deplored,  is  I  ed,  I  have  done  all  your 
vet  alive!— —Him,  whom  I  j  drudgery  for  a  great  number 
believed  had  miferably  perifti-  J  of  years  paft,  and  never  once 
ed,  1  have  now  recovered  !—  I  dilobeyed  any  of  your  orders 
A  moft  fplendid  entertain-  I  — yet  you  never  made  me  a 
menc  was  accordingly  pre-  j  prefent  even  of  fuch  a  trifle 
pared — and  every  heart  was  l  as  a  kid,  and  bad  me  go  and 
dilated  with  tranfport  on  this  |  entertain  my  friends. 

happy  occafion.  j  30  But  no  fooncr  doth 

25  In  the  mean  time,  1  this  libertine  return  to  you, 

i  after 
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after  having  diffipated  all  the 
fortune  you  gave  him  in 
the  vilelt  fenfuality  and  de¬ 
bauchery — but  you  embrace 
him  in  an  ecftacy  of  joy  — 
bathe  him  in  a  flood  of  tears 
—and  folemnize  the  day  by 
a  fumptuous  and  magnificent 
feaft. 

3 1  His  father  faid  to  him. 

My  dear  fon  1  the  paternal 
inheritance  you  '  know,  is 
yours - You  have  been  al¬ 

ways  with  me :  1  have  never 
regretted  your  abience — 

32  You  toaT.  ought  there¬ 
fore  to  indulge  the  watmeft 
joy,  and  mutually  to  (hare  in 
our  tranfports,  upon  receiv¬ 
ing  a.  ,  brother,  vyhofe  death 
we  have  fo  often  lamented, 
and  recovering  $ne,  -whole 
lols  we  have  lb  bitterly  de¬ 
plored. 

* 

CHAP.  XVI. 

* 

.1  T  T  E  moreover  recited  to 

**  his.  difciples  the  fol¬ 
lowing  parable— A  certain 
rich  nobleman  had  a  fteward, 
who  was  accufed  of  embezz¬ 
ling  his  property,  and  diffi: 
pating  his  fortunes  in' a  coyrfe 
of  extravagance  and  profu- 
lian. 


2  Immediately  upon  this 
information  he  lent  for  bis 
fteward,  and  faid  to  him  — 
"What  foundation  is  there  for 
the  fcandalous  reports  I  re¬ 
ceive  of  your  conduct  ?  — 
You  are  charged  with  fraud 
and  difhonefty  to  me — Lay 
all  your  accounts  regularly 
before  me  —  for  I  (kail  not 
continue  you  any  longer  in 
the-  office. 

3  So  unexpected  a  recep¬ 
tion  quite  overwhelmed  the 
fteward' — Alas,  faid  he  to 
hicafelf,  what  (hall  1  do  for  a 
maintenance  when  my  lord 
difeards  me !  —  I  have  no 
ftrength  to  do  any  of  the 
drudgery  of  agriculture  — 
and-  •  to  beg  my  bread  from 
door  to  door,  is  a  thought 
that  fills  me  with  confufion 

and  honor. 

4  After  deliberating  fome 
tirtie  what  courle  he  Ihouid 
purfue — he  cried  out  in  rap¬ 
tures— —I  have  hit  upon  a 
fortunate  fcheme,  that  will, 
wheh  1  am  turned  out,  pre- 
ferve  me  from  indigence  and 
wretchednels  —  and  procure 
me  a  friendly  entertainment 
and  reception  among  -  my 
lord*s  tenants. 

5  When  he  had  planned 


J  Our  tranflators  have  entirely  disfigured  the  beauty  of  the  parable 
by  translating  it.  <hm,  .  iu (lead  of  alfo.  For  as  the  elder  brother  was  in¬ 
tended  to  reprefent  the  Jwuy  and  the  younger  the  Gentile - the  father , 

who  represents  the  tttnmom parent  of,  both  nations,  judges  it  highly  rea- 
fonable  and  fraternal,  that  the  elder  ihouid  rejoice  at  the  convcrhon  of  the 
jtxagen ' 
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and  concerted  his  projeft,'  he 
lent  for  every  tenant,  whom 
he  knew  was  in  arrears  to  his 
lord,  and  faid  to  one— How 
much  do  you  ftand  indebted 
to  my  matter  ? 

6  The  tenant  faid.  My  debt 
amounts  to  one  hundred 
baths  of  oil  —  The  fteward 
faid.  Take  your  bill  imme¬ 
diately,  and  fet  down  fifty. 

7  He  called  another  and 
faid  to  him.  How  much,  do 
you  owe  ? — He  faid,  an  hun¬ 
dred  homers  of  wheat — He 
faid.  Take  your  bill  and  put 
down  eighty. 

8  "When  the  gentleman 
heard  of  this  fcheme  which 
his  artful  and  fraudulent 
fteward  had  formed  and  exe¬ 
cuted  —  he  greatly  admired 
and  applauded  him  for  the 
admirable  acutenefs  and  pro¬ 
found  fagacity  he  had  dis¬ 
played  to  procure  himfelf  a 
livelihood  — For  thole,  who 
are  devoted  to  temporal  in- 
terefts,  exert  greater  wifdom 
and  prudence  in  the  manage¬ 
ment  of  their  fecular  bufi- 
nefs,  than  the  virtuous  and 
good  difeover  in  the  tranf- 
uttion  of  their  ctlefiial  con- 


241 

diftributing,  in  charity  and 
beneficence,  the  tranfitory 
riches  of  this  life — that  when 
they  are  exhaufted  *,  or  torn 
from  you  by  any  accident, 
you  may  find  a  joyful  recep¬ 
tion  into  the  manfions  of  im¬ 
mortality  . 

10  As  he  that  hath  main¬ 
tained  an  uncorrupted  integ¬ 
rity  in  the  management  of  a 
fmall  truft,  ifill  difplay  it  in 
a  more  important  one — and, 
on  the  contrary,  as  he  who 
hath  been  dilhoneft  in  the 
loweft  ftatiorj  will  carry  with 
him  the  lame  fraudulent  prin¬ 
ciples  into  tftje  higheft : 

11  fo  alfo  if  you  do  not 
approve  your  fidelity  and 
virtue  In  thb  admin iftration 

r 

of  the  falfe  and  fugitive  in- 
tcrefts  of  this  life  —  how  can 
you  expett  that  God  will 
commit  to  you  the  folid  and 
permanent  niches  of  eternity ! 

12  And  if  you  have  vio¬ 
lated  the  principles  of  integ¬ 
rity  and  honour  in  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  what  God  hath  en- 
trufted  you  witli  for  io  fliort 
a  time — will, he  aflign  to  you 
the  perpetual  poffeflion  of  i  m- 
mortality ! 

13  As  it  is  impofiible  for 
a  fervant  to  love  two  mafters 


terns. 

9  1  exhort  you  in  like  man¬ 
ner  to  procure  the  favour  of  J  of  quite  different  difpofitions 
God  and  good  fpirits  by  |  and  tempers  with  equal  aftec- 
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*  Fu which  the  Alexandrian  and  Cdmlridgr  MSS;  exhibit,  is  the 
true  reading. 

Vo  I.,  f,  R  tion 
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tion — for  one  will  neceffarVly  |  termined  violence *  and  ran- 
be  the  object:  of  his  efteem  I  cour. 
and  regard,  and  the.  other  of]  1 7  But notwi thftanding  their 
his  averlion  and  contempt—*!  inveterate  rage  to  crufh  itin  its 
ib  no  perfon  can  at  the  lame  J  birth,  fooner  (hall  heaven  and 
time  be  truly  religious,  while  I  earth  be  confounded  in  one 
his  heart  is  enflaved  to  fordid  |  general  ruin,  than  the  lead 
avarice  and  worldly-minded- 1  of  my  laws  be  ever  abrogated 
nefs.  j  and  fupetfeded  by  the  malice 

§——14  The  Pharifees,  j  of  men. 
who  were  exceffively  avarici- 1  1 8  He  that  repudiates  his 

ous,  heard  the  preceding  dif- 1  wife  to  marry  another  is  guil* 
courfes— and  treated  him  with  J.ty  of  adultery  — and  he  that 
the  moft  contemptuous  fcorn  |  marries  the  woman  thus  dif- 
andderidon.  jj  miffed  is  acceffory  to  the 

x  5  Jefus  feeing  the  con*  |  crime  of  adultery, 
tempt  they  exprfcfled,  turned  |  § — 19  There  was  a  rich  man 
to  tnem  and  laid,  Before  the  |poffe  fifed  of  an  immenfe  fbr- 
world  you  Ihow  a  fair  exter- 1  tune — who  was  always  dreff- 
nal  femblance  of  uncomi  led  in  the  mod:  fplendid  and 
mon  fandity  and  holktefc — |  fumptuous  robes  —  and  was 
but  God  lees  the  turpitude  r  every  day  regaled  with  all  the 
and  deformity  that  lurk  be-j  |  refinements  of  luxury  and 
hind  it— Thap  which  fecures  |  pleafure. 
you  the  admiration  and  ap-[i  20  At  the  proud  gate  of  this 
plaufe  of  man,  God  beholds  j  rich  voluptuary  was  laid  a  moft 
with  deteftation  and  horrour.  !  miferable  objed  whofc  name 
16  The  mofaic  difpenfation >j  was  Lazarus — covered  widi 
continued  in  fiill  force  'till  juicers, 
the  cbmmencempnt  of  John’s  •  2 1  This  unhappy  creature 

miniftry— fincc  that  period  ifolicited  in  the  moft  plaintive 
the  joyful  news  of  the  gofpei  jand  moving  terms,  that  he 
difpermtion  is  ctery  where  .might  have  only  the  crumbs, 
proclaimed  and  publiflied  j  jthat  dropped  from  the  luxuri- 
but  the  incorrigibly  deprav-  Sous  board,  to  allay  his  raging 
ed  and.  prejudiced  oppole  its  I  hunger— but  was  refufed — 

reception  with  the  moft  de-  8  The  dogs,  however,  more 

*  « 

*  The  Cambridge  MS.  reads— Entry  one  that  u  difpcfd  to  embrace  die 
gofpei  is  violently  outraged.  Thii.  appears.  to  me  to  have  been  the  origi¬ 
nal  reading. 

friendly 
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friendly  and  companionate,  af-  *  Con  Oder,  my  ion !  — on  earth 
fuaged  his  pain,  and  gave  I  you  were  blefied  with  afflu- 
him  a  momentary  eafe  by  |  ence,  and  traverfed  a  circle 
licking  his  fores.  j  of  every  fond  atnufement  and 

2  2  Death  foon  nave  this  j  joy — Lazarus,  on  .  the  con- 
wretched  creature  a  Kind  dif- 1  trary  was  overwhelmed  with 
miHion  from  his  forrows  —  [  all  human  life’s  variety  -of 
But  behold !  he  was  inftanv*  I  wretchedness — But  here  the 
ly  conveyed  by  angels  into  I  fcene  is  reverted — Now  he.  is 
the  regions  of  immortal  I  eonfummately  happy  —  thou 
blifs,  and  made  an  affeffor  with  J  art. completely  wretched. 
Abraham  —  The  proud  fert-  j  2  6  Befides,  it  is  impofiible 
fnalift  alfo  died  and  was  in-  j  for  11s  to  afford  thee  the  af¬ 
ter  red.  I  fiftance  thou  fo.  pathetically 

23  But  the  moment  after  j  implore  ft— -for  there  is  a  vaft 
the  diflolution  of  fouh  and  1  and  profound  gulph  that  e- 
body,  he  found  hinQfelfplung-|ternally  interpoles  betwixt  us, 
ed  into  the  moft  dreadful  and  I  and  for  evet  precludes  all 
horrid  miferies— — In  thefe  I  mutual  intertourfe  betwixt 
doleful  regions  throwing  his  I  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  two 
eyes  around  from  fide  to  fide,  J  different  regions. 

he  difeovered  at  an  immenfe  27  To  this  he  replied,  fuf- 
diftance  his  great  progenitor  I  fpr  me  however,  O  moft  ho- 
Abraham,  and  Lazarus  re-  j  ly  and  iiluftrious  progenitor, 
dining  on  his  bolom,  in  the  I  to  prevail  with  you  to  fend 
full  fruition  of  ineffable  ioy.  I  him  to  my  father’s  Houle. 

24  Inftantly  he  raifed  his  I  28  I  have  five  brothers 
voice,  and  in  the  moft  pierc-  J  difiolved  in  luxury  and  plea- 
ing  and  affe&ing  accents  cri-  I  fyre — Bid  him  appear  to  thefe 
ed,  Pity,  O  thou  great  and  j  and  warn  them  in  the  moft 
worthy  anceftor,  do  pity  me  i  ]  folemn  manner  to  repent  and 
—  1  conjure  thee,  lend  La-  j  reform  their  lives,  that  they 
zarus  to  me !  —  It  is  but  a  J  too  may  not  be  precipitated 
fmall  favour  I  follicit— — only  j  into  thefe  doleful  and  horrid 
to  dip  the  tip  of  his  finger  I  abodes. 

in  cold  water,  and  put  oneJ  29  To  this  requeftAbra- 

fingle  refrelhing  drop  to  my  ham  replied,  They  have  tfye 

tongue — for  I  luffer  the  moft  l  books  of  Mofes  and  the  pro- 
dire  and  intolerable  torments  1  phets— the  titles  of  their  du- 
in  thefe  incircling  flames  i  J  ty  are  there  plainly  delineat- 

25  Abraham  laid  to  him,  i  ed  —  Let  thpm  make  thefe 

ft  2  rules 
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rules  the  laws  of  their  moral 
conduit  and  obedience. 

30  He  refumed,  Suffer  me, 
great  anceftor,  to  be  impor-: 
tunate  with  you  —-If  a  celef- 
tial  fpirit  were  lolemnly  de¬ 
puted  to  them  from  the  man- 
fions  of  the  dead  to  admonifh 
them — they  would  be  reclaim¬ 
ed  from  their  vides. 

31  He  anfwered,  If  they 
are  determined  to  flight  thd 
faithful  advice  of  Mofes  and 
the  prophets,  thjey  would  al- 
fo  difregard  the  [molt  folemn 
admonitions  that  could  be 
given  them  by  (a  meflenger 
rrom  the  world  of  ipirits. 

C  H  A  P.  XVII. 

* 

♦  ; 

1  T  T  E  faicf  to  his  difciples, 

*  fA  The  Weaknefs  and 
wickednefs  of  mankind  will 
neceflarily  produce  many  ob¬ 
stacles  to  impede  the  recep¬ 
tion  and  progrefs  of  the  gol* 
pel  —  but  dreadful  beyond 
conception  will  be  the  final- 
doom  of  that  man  by  wliom 
fuch  ob Hades  are  firft  laid,  i 

2  For  whoever  lhall  dc- 
fignediy  lay.a  Humbling  block 
before  the  meaneft  of  my  fol¬ 
lowers,  and  be  the  wilful 
author  of  his  apoftacy  from 
my  religion,  had  better  have 
•a  mill-ltone  fufpended  about 
his  neck,  and  be  plunged  in¬ 
to  the  profoundeft  abyfs. 

3  Exercifc  the  ftrideft  vi- 
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gilance  over  your  own  con- 
dud — Should  your  Chriftian 
brother  do  you  an  injury,  re¬ 
prove  him  in  a  calm  and  dif- 
pailionate  manner — if  he  is 
couched  with  compun&ion 
for  the  injuftice  he  hath  done 
you,  and  fincerely  repents  of 
it — hefitate  not  a  moment  to 
forgive  him. 

4  And  fhould  he  repeat 
the  offence  feven  times  in 
a  day,  and  as  often  folicit 
your  forgivenefs,  with  fincere 
penitence  declaring  his  for- 
row  and  remorfe  for  what  he 
hath  done,  you  lhall  gener- 
oufly  forgive  him. 

§-—5  About  that  time  the 
difciples  faid  to  Jefus,  Be  pleaf- 
ed,  Sir,  to  bellow  upon  us 
larger  meafures  of  thac  faith 
that  may  enable  us  topper- 
form  greater  miracles. 

6  Jefus  replied,  Did  your 
faith  bear  the  final  left  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  Angular  ad¬ 
vantages  you  have  enjoyed 
of  cftablifhing  and  confirm¬ 
ing  it — you  would  be  able 
to  produce  as  aftonilliing  0- 
perations,  as  eradicating  that 
fycamine  by  a  word-— tranf- 
porting  it  thro*  the  air,  and 
planting  it  in  the  ocean. 

7  'Will  any  man  who  hath 
a  fervant  employed  in  culti¬ 
vating  his  fields  or  feeding 
his  flocks  fay  to  him  when 
he  returns  home  from  his 
lervile  occupation— Go,  re- 
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cline  on  my  couch — gratify  j  13  They  then  pierced  the 
thine  appetite,  and  indulge  I  air  with  '  loud  and  piteous 
thine  eafe.  I  cries,  faying,  Illuflrious  pro- 

8  Inftead  of  fuch  language.  I  phet !  pity  our  wretched  con* 
doth  he  not  fay  to  him,  Haf-  dition ! 

ten  fupper  and  wait  at  table  I  14  Jefus  faid  to  them.  Go 

—  you  may  afterwards  get  |  Sftd  prefenc  yourfelves  to  the! 

yourfclf  fome  refrdhment  I  prides  according  to  the  pre- 
after  your  fatigue.  |  feription  of  the  law  —They 

9  1$  he  under  any  pbliga-  i  had  not  advanced  .but  a  few 

rion  to  his  fervant  for  obey-  |  paces,  before  they'  found 
ing  his  orders  and  perform-  j.themfeives  campleatly  cured.; 
ing  the  incumbent  offices  of,!  1 5  Otle  of  them,  touched 
his  ftation  ?  —  moft  certainly  1  with  gratitude  at  his  miracu- 
none  at  all.  I  lous  reiteration,  turned  back, 

10  In  like  manner  after  j  celebrating  the  goodnefc  of 
you  have  regularly  and  con-  [God  to  him  ib  loud andrap- 
icientioufiy  difeharged  all  the  I  turous  accents. 

duties  that  have  been  enjoin-  [  1 6  And  in  this  flow  of  joy. 
etl  you  —  fay  with  pious  and  I  advancing  up  to  Jefus, .  he 
undiflembied  humility,  We  I  threw  himfelflat  his  fetx — — 
are  (unprofitable  creatures !  I  thanking  him  fin-  the  moft  fer- 
WeTiave  done  no  more  than  rventeffafions  bf  gratitude  for 
what  our  duty  abfolutely  re-  I  the  mercy  he  had  bellowed 
quired  from  us !  Ion  him — This  grateful  crea- 

§ — 1 1  Ik  his  journey  to  j  cure  was  a  Samaritan. 
Jerufalem  he  travelled  thro*  I  17  Jefus  Ihid,  Were  not 
the  confines  of  Samaria  and  ten  miraculously  healed  — 
Galilee.  I  ^Vhere  are  the  other  nine  ? 

12  On  his  entrance  into  a  I  ;  18  Had  none  of  them  the 
village  he  whs  met  by  ten  ingenuity  and  goodnefs  of 
perlons  affe&ed  with  leprofy  I  heart  to.  return,  and  pay 

—  who  approached  not  his  I  their  public  acknowledg- 

perfon,  but  ftood  in  a  body  j  inents  to  God,  but  this  de¬ 
ar  fome  diftance  from  the  J  fpifed  and  detefted  heretic  *  f 
multitude.  19  Jefus  then  turned  to 

a 

u  The  called  the  Samaritans  alkoymi  (1  rangers,  tho’  Samaria 
was  but  a  few  miles  from  JenJaltm.  Brit  they  fhunned  all  intercourfe  with 
them,  as  if  they  had  been  at  the  xemoteft  diftance,  and  treated  them  as  the 
moft  abandoned  and  defpicable  btruits .  ■  I  have  therefore  chofen  to  tender 
it  by  this  lift  word,  as  conveying  the  trut  fenfe  of  our  Saviour— who  here 
cenfurcs  the  Jews  for  their  ingratitude,' and  applauds  ingenuity  and  good¬ 
nefs  of  heart  in  one  whofe  feu  and  very  name  they  implacably  hated  and 
abhorred. 

R  j  the 
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the  Samaritan  add  faid  to  him,  I  the  ion  of  man  come  to  de- 
Rife  and  go  home — The  faith  ftroy  the  Jewifli  nation, 
you  have  repofed  in  my  di-  2 5  But  he  muft  firft  fuffer 

vine  power  hath  obtained  the  j  a  thoufand  indignities — and 
cure  of  your  diieafe.  I  be  publickly  rejected  and 

§—2 o  Being  afked  by  the  I  condemned  by  the  prefent  ge- 
Pharifees,  when  the  kingdom  |  neration. 
of  the  Mefiiahi  -  would  com- I  26  The  features  of  the 

I  |‘ 

mence— he  anfwered.  That  I  time,  in  which  thcfe  dread- 
kingdom  is  not  to  be  ereifeed  I  ful  calamities  lhall  overwhelm 
with  any  external  difplay  of  I  them,  Jhall  exadtly  refemble 
pomp  and  fplendour.  I  thofe'  of  the  times  in  which 

21  Nor  will  it  be  faid.  Be- 1  Noah  lived. 

hold!  it  is  gloriou  (ly  eftablifh  -  j  ,  27  The  men  of  that  age 
ing  itfelf  in  fdch  or  fuch  a  I  were  then  immeried  in  the 
particular'  place  — *  for  be  af- 1  exceifcs  of  all  fenfual  indul- 
fured  that  it  is  now  filently  j  gence— and  continued  in  a 
and  infenfibly  forming  itfelf  I  courfe  of  luxury,  intemper- 
amongyou.  lance,  and  every  foft  amufe-r 

22  He  then  laid  to  his  dif- 1  ment  and  pleafure  ’till  the 
ciples,  The  diftrefling  times  I  very  day  that  Noah  entered 
will  foon  come,  when  you  J  into  the  ark— and  never  once 
will  look  back  with  regret  |  fufpe&ed  the  impending  in- 
on  the  happinefs  you  enjoyed  !  undation,  ’till  it  fuddenly 
in  my  former  (ionverfe,  and  I  rufhed  down  upon  them  and 
will  paOionately.  wiih  for  my  I  fwept  them  all  away, 
prefence  to  comfort  and  con-  I  28  It  was  thus  alfo  in  the 
foie  you — -but  with  in  vain, ;  |  days  of  Lot*?— The  inhabi- 

23  In  thofe  days  they  will  I  tants  of  Sodom  and  Gomor- 

fay  to  you.  Behold!  the  long  Ira  were  then  eating,  drink- 
expefted  Meffiah  hath  now  1  ing,  buying,  felling,  plant- 
made  his  public  appearance  I  ing,  building — and  continu- 
in  fuch  a  town— Haflen  ndt  I  ed  in  the  boundlefs  purfuit  of 
thither  with  iwift  and  eager  I  all  fenfuality  and  voluptuoui- 
fteps.  I  nefe, 

24  For  as  lightening  darts  |  29  ‘till  the  very  hour  that 

at  one  fweep  in  a  moment  {Lot  quitted  Sodom  under 
from  one  extremity  of  the  [  the  conduit  of  an  angel— 
pole  to  the  other-— with  fuch  j  when  they,  funk  in  fecurity 
rapidity  and  fwiftnefs  lhaH  land  peace,  were  at  once  over¬ 
whelmed 

1  - 
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whelmed  in  a  torrent  of  fire  J  35  Two  Women  ihall  be 
and  brimftone  pouring  upon  j  grinding  at  the  liune  mill-* 
them  from  heaven,  and  were  |  one  fhall  be  taken  captive, 
plunged  in  moft  dreadful  and  I  the  other  providentially  make 
univerlal  perdition.  j  her  efcape. 

30  Juft  fuch  will  be  the  I  3 6  There  (hall  be  twoper- 

ftate  of  things,  when  the  fon  j.  fons  in  the  fame  field— the 
of  man  fuddenly  comes,  and  1  one  fhall  be  fur  prized,  the  o- 
difplays  his  power  in  the  de- j  ther  make  his  efcape.  ' 
ftruAion  of  this  impenitent  !  37  They  faid  to  him.  In 

nation.  j  what  place  will  thefe  dread* 

31  He  who  then  happens  j  ful  calamities  break  out?  — 1 
to  be  on  the  top  of  his  houle,  I  He  anfwered,  In  every  place, 
and  fees  the  deftruAive  army  ]  where  the  putrid  carcafe  lies, 
approach  —let  him  not  ftay  j  thither  will  the  eagles  collect 
a  moment  to  take  any  of  his  I  to  glut  theirj  raging  hunger, 
furniture.— He  who  is  then  j  . 

in  the  fields,  let  him  not  turn  ]  Chap,  xviii.  1  He.  fpoke 
back  to  his  houie.  1  the  following  parable  to  hid 

3  2  In  that  emergency  let  I  difciples,  in  order  to  repre- 
the  remembrance  of  the  fate  J  lent  to  them!  the  neccffity  of 
that  befell  the  wife  of  Lot  I  fervent  and  conftant  prayer 
urge  you  to  the  moft  preci-  j  to  God  thaii  they  might  be 
pitate  flight.  I  delivered  frohi  thefe  impend- 

33  He  who  ihall  then  j  Ing  calamities. 

hope  to  fave  his  life  by  flying  1  2  Ther  £  lived  in  a  certain  ci- 
into  the  ftrong  and  fortified  1  tyajudge  of  a  moft  abandoned 

Metropolis,  fhall  lofe  it - j  and  -profligate  character — in- 

But  he  who  ihall  feem  to  j  dated  with  fujeh  inference  and 

throw  away  his  life  by  flying  j  impiety,  that  he  profefled  i 
to  the  open  and  defenceleis  J  fovereign  contempt  both  for 
towns,  (hall  efcape  deftruc-  { God  and  man. 
tion.  J  3  In  the  fame  city  Jived  a 

34  At  the  time  of  this  fud- 1  forlorn  and  opprefled  widow 

den  irruption  there  (hall  be  j  —who  came  to  him  and  fup- 
two  perlons  in  one  bed,  a  j  plicated  him  in  the  moft  im- 
good  chriftian,  and  an  unbe-  j  portunate .  terms,  that  he 
lievingjew — the  one  of  whom  I  would  vindicate  her  caufe, 
fhall  be  i  nvolved  in  the  gene-  I  and  deliver  her  from  the  pow- 
ral  deft  ru£t  ion,  the  other  iave  jer  and  inhumanity  of  a  cruel 
himfelf  by  flight.  I  and  unfeeling  wretch. 

i  R4  4  She 


248  *The  Hiftory  of  Jesus  Chap,  xviii. 

4  She  teized  him  with] 


thefe  moving  i'olicitations  for  1 
a  confiderable  tin>e  to  no  pur- 
pole — ftill  repulljbd,  and  ftill 
returning  to  recount  her  af- 
fefting  tale,  and  to  implore 

redreis - At  laft  he  laid  to 

himfelf,  Tho*  I  i  confefs  my  j 
principles  are  atheiftical,-  and  j 
that  I  have  fuch  •  a  fovereign  1 
contempt  for  mankind,  as; 
not  to  regard  what  they  fay  1 
or  think  of  my  conduft, 

5  yet,  becaufe  this  widow 
incelfantly  Huns  me  with  her 
complaints,  and  difturbs  the 
peace  and  tranquility  of  my 
mind — I  am  determined  to 
abet  her  caufe,  'and  vindi- : 
cate  her  from,  oppreffion—  [ 
merely  to  rid  myielf  for  the  'J 
future  of  her  affedting  and  | 
importunate  clangours. 

6  Oblerve,  laid  Jelus,  the  ; 
fentiments  and  motives  of  this 
iniquitous  judge  5«— and  how 
he  fuffers  himlelf  at  laft  to  be 
teized  into  a  compliance. 

7  And  will  not  the  fu- 
premely  merciful  and  com¬ 
panionate  parent,  tho*  his 
juftice  and  goodnefs  feem  to 


flumber  for  a  confiderable 
time,  vindicate  at  laft  the  op- 
prelfiid  caufc  of  his  faithful  and 
perfected  children — and  in 
anfwer  to  their  importunate 
and  repeated  cries  and  pray¬ 
ers  refeue  them  from  the  cru¬ 
elty  and  inhumanity  of  their 
implacable  perfecutors  * ! 

8  I  folemnly  allure  you  he 
will  in  no  long  time  appear 
in  their  complcat  vindication, 
and  wreak  his  dreadful  ven¬ 
geance  on  their  inveterate  op- 
prefiors — But  alas !  when  the 
Ion  of  man  comes  to  inflidl 
this  punifhment  on  an  incor¬ 
rigible  people,  tho’  he  hath 
fo  frequently  and  plainly  af- 
ferted  it,  how  inconfiderable 
j  will  the  number  of  thofe  be, 
who  will  at  that  time  be 
found  the  believers  and  ex¬ 
pectants  of  this  great  event'  ? 

§ — 9  To  fome,  whom  he 
knew  valued  themlelves  up¬ 
on  their  fuperior  fanftity,  and 
entertained  a  fovereign  con¬ 
tempt  for  the  reft  of  man¬ 
kind,  he  addreffed  this  para¬ 
ble: 

10  Two  men  went  to  the 


w  Satb  undoubtedly  the  Jew  ever  were  to  the  Cbq/Netti  ’ till  the  de- 
fhreiion  of  Jerufalem—— -  Then  they  were  vindicated  into  freedom  and 
liberty.  They  futfered  ten  thouiand  indignities  and  miferies  from  that 
bigoted  nation — but  God  at  tall  delivered  the  opprefled  caufe  of  Chriftia- 
nity. 

T  This  was  really  the  cafe,  notwithilandlng  our  Saviour’s  plain  pre¬ 
diction  of  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem — yet  there  were  numbers  of  care- 
Jcfs  and  profligate  Chrifttans,  who,  as  St.  Peter  allures  us,  were  faying, 
TVbtrt  if  the  fromife  of  bit  coming  f 

temple 

\ 
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temple  to  offer  up  their  de- 1  morfe  cried.  Merciful  God ! 
votions  to  God — one  was  a  be  propitious  to  me  a  (in- 
Pharifee,  the  other  a  tax-ga- 1  ner ! 

therer.  _  I  14  I  aflure  you  that  this 

1 1  The  Pharifee  Hood  by  1  latter,  in  confequence  of  this 
himfclf,  difdaining  to  mix  |  fincere  and  devout  ejaculation, 
with  the  profane  and  irreligi-  j  was  a  greater  objeft  of  the 
ou$  multitude,  and  with  an  i  divine  favour. and  complacen- 
haughty  and  fuperciiious  look  I  cy  than  the  former — for  fu- 
uttered  this  prayer— I  thank.  I  percilious  arrogance  lhall  be 
thee,  O  God !  that  1  am  not  j  abafed,  but  vircuous  humili- 
like  the  reft  of  mankind,  mon- 1  ty  and  modefty  (hall  be  ex* 
fters  of  rapacity',  injustice,  1  alted, 

and  debauchery ! — andlblefsj  § — 15  Some  Jewifh  pa¬ 
th  ee,  in  particular,  that  1 1  rents  at  that  time  brought  in- 
have  infinitely  more  virtue  1  fants  to  him,  that  he  might 
and  goodnefs  than  the  tax-ga- 1  lay  his  hands  upon  them,  and 
therer  here  prefent !  .  I  recommend  {them  to  the  blef- 

12  For  thou  knoweft  that  1  fmg  of  Godi — But  the  difet- 
twice  every  week  I  keep  a  I  pies  perceiving  their  intenti- 
l'olemn  religious  faft,  and  on,  prevented  their  approach^ 
that  I  moil  chearfully  and  I  and  reproved  thofe  who 
confcientioufly  confecrate  to  I  brought  diem. 

pious  ufes  the  tenth  of  every  I  16  Upon  this  Jefus  called 
thing  I  poffefs.  |  to  his  difcipjles  and  faid,  for- 

13  The  tax-gatherer  over- 1  bid  not  the  accefs  of  little 
whelmed  with  a  painful  con- 1  children  to  the — for  thofe  per- 
lcioufnefs  of  his  heinous  I  Tons  only,  who  are  pofleifed 
crimes,  deemed  himfelf  un- 1  of  their  native  innocence  and 
worthy  to  enter  within  the  I  their  inoffehfive  difpofltions, 
temple  of  ib  pure  and  ho-  j  are  the  worthy  fubje&s  of  the 
ly  a  Being — He  flood  in  the  I  gofpel  kingdom. 

court  of  the  gentiles  in  the  1  1 7  I  declare  to  you  in  the 

moft  humble  and  reverential  I  mofl  folemn  manner.  That 
pofture— not  daring  even  to  j  he  who  doth  not  receive  the 
lift  his  eyes  towards  that  holy  I  gofpel  dilpenfation  with  the 
Being,  whom  he  had  offend- 1  temper  anddifpoficion  of  little 
t*d — All  his  paft  guilt  here  j  children,  will  never  be  deem- 

rufhed  into  his  mind - he  I  ed  a  true  aind  worthy  mem- 

finote  his  breafl—  and  in  a  I  ber  of  it. 

flood  of  contrition  and  re- 1  §— 18 

3 


250  SfiSe  Hiftory  of  Jesus  Chap,  xviii. 

§~— 18  A  person  of  dif*  I  pronounced  thefe  words,  but 
tinftion  now  approached  and  I  hewas  apparently  overwhelm- 
accofted  him  in  the  following  I  ed  with  grief  and  melancholy 
manner— Condyfcend,  good  I  —for  he  was  immeni'dy  rich. 

inftruftor,  to  acquaint  me  I  24  Jefus  perceiving  the 
what  courfe  of  pfa&ice  I  mult  I  gloom  and  forrow  in  which 
purfue  in  order1  to  enfure  e-  I  he  was  initantly  immerfed, 
ternal  happinefs.  j  faid,  How  difSculc  2  thing  is 

1 9  Jti'us  laid  to  him,  I  it  for  thofe  who  are  pofiefled 
What  induces  you  to  call  me  J  of  opulent  fortunes  to  enter  in  * 
good—— —that  venerable  title  j  to  the  kingdom  of  the  Mcf~ 
can  eflentially  belong  only  to  I  fiah ! 

the  one  fopreme  :God.  J  25  It  is  as  impoflible  for 

20  You  knowjthe  precepts  |  a  rich  man  to  enter  into  the 
which  God  hatli  preferioed  J  gofpel  kingdom,  as  it  is  for  a 
as  the  rules  of  duty— for  ex- 1  cable  to  be  forced  thro*  the 
ample.  Thou  lhalt  not  be  I  eye  of  a  needle. 

guilty  of  adultery,  of  mur- j  26  They  who  heard  this 
der,  of  theft,  of  ralle  accufa-  I  aflertion  replied  —  How  can 
cion — thou  lhalt  honour  thy  [  any  rich  man  then  ever  ob- 
father  and  thy  mother.  J  tain  eternal  falvation. 

»  He  anfwertjd — I  have,  I  27  He  anfwered,  Human- 
Sir,  from  my  childhood  con- 1  ly  fpeaking  this  is  morally  im- 
fcientiouflymade  thefe  im- 1  poflible — but  by  God's  all- 
portant  commands  the  con-  J  powerful  affiftance  the  very 
ftant  rules  of  my  iconduft.  J  greateft  impediments  that 

22  Jefus  faid  to  him,  You  I  riches  lay  in  men’s  road  to 
are  ftill  defective  in  one  thing  j  ehriftianity  may  be  furmount- 
— If  you  are  defirous  to  at-  j  ed.’ 

tain  the  higheft  patch  of  ex- 1  28  Peter  then  faid  to  him, 

cellenceand  virtue,  go  home,  J  We  thy  difciples  have  relin- 
fell  all  your  pofteffions,  dif-  J  quilhed  our  all,  and  become 
penfis  the  money  airi&ng  from  I  thy  faithful  followers, 
the  £Ue  among  the  poor,  and  j  29  Jefus  faid  to  them, 
becomemy  injfeparable  com-  J  There  is  no  one,  who  out  of 
panion— by  this  illuftrious  |  a  fincere  attachment  to  me 
conduct  you  willfecure  a  mdft  I  and  to  the  gofpel  hath  either 
tranfeendent  and  diftinguifo-  I  left  his  home,  his  parents, 
ed  degree  of  cdeftial  bleffed- 1  his  brothers,  his  ’  wife,  his 
flds.  I  Children: 

.23 .  No  fooner  had  Jefus  I  30  but  who  fhall,  even  in 

1  the 
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the  mtdft  of  the  fevered  perfe- 1  fus  of  Nazareth  was  travelling 
cutions  to  which  he  (hall  be  |  that  way, 
cxpofed  in  ibis  life,  enjoy  that!  3  8  he  inftantly  railed  a  ve- 
ferene  fatlsfa&ion  and  pure  I  hement  cry— O  Jefus  Ion  of 
tranfporting  felicity  in  his  I  David !  pity  my  condition ! 
own  mind,  as  fhall  infinitely  1  39  Thole  whp  were  ad-* 

compenfate  for  all  the  lodes  I  vancing  before  the  body  of 
he  hath  fuftained  — and  who  I  the  multitude  reproved  him, 
lliall  in  a  future  ftate  be  railed  I  and  ordered  him  to  be  fiknt 
to  confpicuous  and  diftin-  J  —  but  thefe  rebukes  fcrved 
gui ftied  happinefs.  _  1  only  to  increafe  his  vocifcra- 

$ — 31  After  this,  taking  I  tion^he  ftUl  repealing.  Soil 
the  twelve  apoftles  afide,  he  I  of  David'!  pity  me ! 
thus  fpoke  to  them— We  are  I  40  Jefus:  then  Hopped  and 

now  travelling  up  to  Jeruia- 1  commanded  him  to  be  brought 
iem,  where  all  the  predifti- 1  to  him -—Upon  his  approach^ 
ons  of  the  ancient  prophets  I  ing  him  he  alked  him, 
concerning  the  Ion  of  man  I  41  What  favour  he  lollici- 
ihall  be  accomplilhed.  I  ted  with  fuch  earned nefs — O 

32  For  he  will  be  deliver*  I  Sir,  he  replied,  to  be  reftor- 
ed  into  the  power  of  the  Ro- 1  ed  to  my  lijgbt ! 

mans,  be  treated  with  every  !  42  Jefus  laid  to  him,  re- 

indignity,  mocked,  intuited,  j  ceive  thy  light — thy  confi- 
fpit  upon,  I  dence  in  my  power  hath .  ef- 

33  torn  with  fcourges,  and  I  feftedthy  cure ! 

publickly  executed  —  but  on  I  43  He :  immediately  (aw 
the  third  day  he.  will  be  raif-  j  every  thing  diftin<Stty,  and 
cd  from  the  grave.  J  joined  the  crowd  that  followed 

34  But  they  chofe  not  to  j  Jefus,  pouring  out  his  grate- 
underftand  him  —  their  pre< I  ful  acknowledgments  to  hea- 
judiccs  prevented  them  from:!  ven  Every  lpe<ftator alfo  of 
comprehending  what. he  laid.  !  this  miracle  adored  God  with 

§ — 35  When  he  was  near!  pious  and  profound  rover- 
Jericho,  a  blind  man  who  (at I  ence. 
begging  on  the  fide  of  the!  CHAP.  XIX. 

road,  |x  TESUS  had  juft  pafied 

36  hearing  the  found  of  a  I  J  thro*  Jericho, 

prodigious  multitude  paffing  j  2  when  i  man,  named 

by,  alked  the  occafion  of  fuch  j  Zacchcus,  one  of  the  prind- 
a  vaft  concourle  of  people,  I  pal  of  the  tax*  gatherers,  pof- 

37  and  being  told  that  Je- 1  fefied  of  great  opulence,' 

3  being 
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3  being  very  defirous  to  j  the  houfe,  flood  up  before 

fee  Jclus,  but  the  irr.menfe  [  the  company,  and  faid  to  Je- 
furrounding  crowds,  and  his  |  fus,  Notwithftanding  the  gc- 
diminutive  Cize  rendering  his  I  neral  odium  of  my  occupaii- 
ardent  curiofity  impofiible  to  I  on, I  confcientioufly  diilribuic 
be  gratified,  |  half  of  my  fortunes  among  the. 

4  ran  before  On  the  public  I  indigentand  necefiitous — and 
road,  where  he  was  to  pals—  I  if  I  afterwards  find  that  any 
and  climbed  afyeomoretree  to  |  taxes  have  been  unjuftly  ex- 
have  a  full  view  of  his  perion.  j  a&ed  from  any  perfon,  I 

5  When  Jcfus  came  over-  |  make  him  fourfold  reftituti- 
againft  the  plac$  where  he  |  on  K 

was — he  looked  up——  -cal- 1  g  Jefus  then  uawd  to  the 
led  him  by  his  same  —  and  l  company,  and  .‘peaking  of* 
bad  him  aefeendt — for  he  in- 1  his'  amiable  and  exemplary 
tended  to  fpend  that  day  with  I  chara&er,  applauded  it  in 
him  at  his  houfe.  1  Thefe  terms.  This  i  a  ’true 

6  The  heart  of  Zaccheus  I  defeendaneof  Abraham — and 
bounded  when  he  heard  thefe  |  fince  he  inherits  that  Patri- 
words — he  inftantly  defcend- 1  arch’s  virtues,  he  allured  that 
cd— and  entertained  him —  I  falvarioh  this  day  hath  vifited 
penetrated  with  the  dccpell  I  his  houfe. 

fcnfe  of  the  great  honour  he  j  io  For  to  relcue  and  fave 
had  eondefeended  to  fhow  [men  from  deftruftion  was  the 
him.  I  great  defign  of  the  Ion  of 

7  But  the  condbft  of  Jefus  I  man's  coming  into  the  world, 

upon  this  occalion  gave  very  I  §< — 1 1  Being  now  advanc- 
he  incus  offence  to  all  who  were  l  ed  within  a  little  di  fiance  from 
prefent — who  laid  one  to  an- 1  the  capital,  and  obferving 
other.  He  is  gone  to  dine  I  that  all  his  attendants  were 
with  a  perfon  or  a  moft  infa- 1  now  inflamed  with  the  molt 
mous  profeflion.  I  fenguine  hopes  that  the  king- 

8  Zaccheus  hearing  thefe  1  dom  of  the  Mefliah,  immedi- 
cenfures,  when  they  were  in  [  acely  upon  his  arrival  in  the 

i  ■ 

r  An  extraordinary  chamber  this  df  a  publican !  who  were  a  fet  of  men 
infamoos  for  their  cruelty  arid  opprej$on:  .  Anther  eminent  example  of  a 
worthy  publican  we  have  in  die  Emperor  Vtftafia*'*  father, .  to  whom  Sut- 
iomkt  informs  in  that  the  cities  of  Afia  dedicated  fiataes  with  this  in- 
feripdon  7U«iwsm  Td  the  boneft  publican.  Sutton.  Vefpaf. 

Var.  730. 

*  n  foi  aut  or  with  regard  to  him.  $ec  Macknight* 
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metropolis,  would  be  ere&-  j  he  had  committed  the  mo- 
ed  with  the  moft  magnifi- 1  ney,  to  come  before  him— 
cent  fecular  pomp  and  fplen- 1  denrous  to  know  what  foc- 
dour  —  he  addrefled  to  them  I.  cefs  they  had  met  with  in 
the  following  parable.  1  commerce. 

1 2  A  nobleman,  intending  I  i  6  One  of  them  -  then  ad-' 

to  take  a  journey  into  a  dil- 1  van ced  forward  and  faid — By 
tant  country  to  folicit  the  I  the  pound.  Sir !  you  entruft- 
Emperor  to  inveft  him  with  1  ed  me  with,  at  your  depar- 
regal  authority  over  one  of  his  1  ture,  by  my  induftry  in  bu- 
pro  vinces :  finefs  I  have  accumulated  ten . 

1 3  Before  he  let  out  upon  1  iy  His  lord,  elated  with 
his  travels,  he  called  his  ten  J  joy,  cried  out— Amiable  con- 
iervants  before  him — and  di-  jduft!  Worthy  fervant.l  Thou 
vided  ten  pounds  equally  a-  j  haft  abundantly  Ihowed  thy 
mong  them — bidding  them,  I  fidelity  in  thus  diligently  im- 
during  his  abfence,  diligent-  j  proving  the  little  ftocklcom- 
!y  to  improve  the  little  capi-  I  mitted  to  the©  —  from  this 
tal  he  entruited  them  with,  I  moment  I  cqnftitute  thee  go¬ 
by  their  induftry  in  trade.  .  I  vernor  of  ten  cities. 

14  No  fooner  had  he  quit- 1  18  A  fecund  then  came  up 

ted  his  native  foil,  and  the  j  and  laid.  From  the  pound 
defign  of  his  journey  was  I  you  delivered  to  me,  my  care 
publickly  known ;  but  his  |  and  .  diligence  in  commerce 
fellow  citizens,  who  held  him  j  hath  enabled  me  to  acquire 
in  univerfal  and  implacable \five. 

deteftation,  immediately  dif-  I  1 9  His  lord  highly  de- 
patclied  .  an  emhaffy  to  the  j  lighted  withi  his  conduct  faid. 
Emperor— leering  him  know  I  As  a  reward  of  fuch  eminent 
how  much  they  abhorred  him,  j  worth,  1  will  inveft  thee  with 
and  how  unwilling  the  whole  |  the  government  of five  cities, 
nation  was  to  have  him  for  I  20  A  third  approached 
their  lovereign.  phis  lord  and  thus  fpake  —  1 

1 5  But  notwithstanding  J  have  brought  you  the  money 
thde  malicious  calumnies  and  j  you  gave  me  at  your  depar- 
invedlives,  he  was  confirmed  j  ture — Here  it  is^ — I  wrapped 
in  the  kingdom— and  return- 1  ic  up,  and  depofited  it  in  a 
ed  to  his  family,  vefted  with  I  fafe  place  againft  your  rc- 
full  regal  powers — Immedi-  j  turn : 

ately  upon  his  arrival  he  or-  I  21  For  I  dreaded  your  fe- 
dcred  the  fervants,  to  whom  1  verity— knowing  you  to  be  a 

1  man 


254  <tbe  Hiftory  of  Jesus  Chap.  xiw 

man  of  fuch  a  ftern  and  inex-  |  perfon  who  by  his  fedulous 
orabte  temper— —expecting  1  application  acquired  ten. 
great  emoluments  from  thole  I  25  The  officers  of  juftice 

whom  you  never  fixed  in  any.  I  who  were  in  waiting  faid  — 

capacity  to  procure  you  any  I  Why  do  you.  Sir !  adjudge 
-“-and  unreasonably  demand*  1  the  additional  pound  to  him 
ing  copious  harvefts  from  j  who  was  already  pofTefled  of 
fields  you  never  lowed.  j  ten  ? 

.  2 2  His  lord,  inflamed  with  j  26  The  king  anfwered, 
indignation  at  fo  bafe  a  con*  I  Becauie  every  one  who  hath 
duft,  laid  to  him— Thou  I  carefully  improved  what  hath 
wicked  flothful  fervant !  1 1  been  committed  to  him  fhall 
will  refute  and  confound  |  be  rewarded  with  a  more  am- 
thee  upon  thine  own  prin- 1  pic  and  copious  affluence— 
ciples — If  you,,  really  knew  I  but  he  who  hath  mifimproved 
roe,  as  you  lay  you  did,  to  |  what  was  intruded  to  him, 
be  a  perfon  of  fuch  a  ftern  [  fhall  be  fatally  deprived  even 
and  auftere  temper ;  to  be  I  of  what  he  originally  had. 
fo  unreafonable  in  my  de-  j  2y  And  thofe  malicious 
rnands,  and  fo  inexorable  in  I  and  inveterate  rebels  againft 
infilling  on  the  performance  j  my  perfon  and  government, 
of  them ;  I  who  oppofed  my  advance- 

23  Why  didft  thou  notlment  to  the  kingdom  with 
then  take  care  dot  to  incur  j  fuch  violence  and  malignity 
my  refentment,  by  carefully  I  —  drag  them  inftantly  be- 
improving  in  traqle  the  ftock  I  fore  me,  and  butcher  them 
J  committed  to  thee — that  at  I  in  my  prefence  *. 
my  return  I  might  have  re- 1  §—28  Having  recited  this 

caved  the  capital  with  feme  I  parable  he  proceeded  on  his 
additional  profits,  and  have  j  journey  towards  Jerufalem. 
applauded  and  rewarded  thy  |  29  When  he  was  now  ad- 

diligence  ?  j  vanced  as  far  as  Bethphage 

2A  The  prince  then  faid  I  and  Bethany  fituated  near  a 
to  thofe  who  were  prcfenc,  f  mountain  called  the  mount 
Take  that  pound  from  him  |  of  Olives — Jefus  called  two 
directly— and  give  it  to  the  I  of  his  difciples. 


*  The  perfon,  who  went  into  a  foreign  country  to  receive  a  kingdom, 
tt  pre  firms  Chrift,  who  was  invefted  with  univerfai  dominion  after  his  refur* 
lection.  By  the  citizens,  who  hated  him,  are  meant  the  j*vm — and  the 
puhifti meats  he  infli&cd  upon  them,  after  he  was  advanced  to  the  king¬ 
dom',  denote  the  deftruQion  of  jerufhlem. 

4  30  and 
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30  and  gave  them  this  or-  |  with  loud  acclamations,  and 

tier- - go  into  that  village,  J  uttcred  the  moft  rapturous 

which  you  lee  directly  oppo-  J  drains  of  gratitude  and  praife 
fite,  and  you  will  immediate*  I  to  God  for  all  the  aftonifh- 
ly  upon  your  enterance  find  a  I  kg  miracles  which  they  had 
young  afs  tied — unloofe  the  I  foen  performed. 

rein  and  bring  it  to  the  i  t  38  Shouting  and  repeating 

31  and  (hould  any  perfon,  | — Blefled  is  the  great  illuftri- 
iceing  this  aft  ion,  afk  you  the  |ous  king,  who  now  comes 
reafon  of  your  taking  fuch  li- §  invefted  with  the  authority 
berties,  tell  him,  that  your  I  of  the  fupreme  Jehovah !  — 
mailer  hath  occafion  for  it.  I  Hail  him,  O  ye  celeftial 

32  Having  received  this | powers!  Let  the  highefi  an- 
command,  they  halted  to  the  |  gelic  orders  celebrate  his 

village,  and  found  every  cir-  j  praife ! 

cumftance  as  Jefus  had  men- 1  .  39  Some  of  the  Pharifees, 

tioned.  j  who  were  among  the  crowd, 

33  The  owner  feeing  two  |  difgulled  with  thist  language, 
ft  rangers  unloofing  it  faid  to  Jfaidto  him.  Great  prophet! 
them,  W hat  buunels  have  I  why  do  you  not  reprove  your 
you  to  take  away  the  colt  ?  I  difciples  for  paying  you  fuch 

34  They  made  the  reply  |  extravagant  homage  and  ho* 
which  Jefus  had  dictated  —  I  nours  ? 

and  were  fufFered  to  depart  I  40  Jefus  replied-  -Were 
without  any  farther  molefta-  j  they  to  be  Client — the  inani¬ 
tion.  j  mate  creation  would  be  mi- 

35  They  then  brought  it  I  raculoufly  endowed  with 

to  Jefus - fpread  on  it  their  fpeech,  and  utter  triumphant 

upper  garments,  and  fet  him  1  praifes  in  hpnour  of  him, 
upon  it.  I  whom  God  hath  dignified 

36  Immediately  upon  his  I  with  fuch  dtffcinguifhcd  pro- 
mounting  it  and  advancing  J  phecic  powers. 

towards  the  city — his  atten-  J  41  When  he  faw  from  the 
dants  fpread  the  public  roads  J  mountain  the  city  lying  in 
with  their  mantles.  J  wide  extended  profpedt  before 

37  When  they  were  now  I  him— —  the  gulhing  tears 
within  a  very  little  diftance  of  j  ftreamed  down  his  cheeks, 
the  city,  and  were  going  to!  42  He  then  broke  out  into 
defeend  the  declivity  of  the  i  the  followingexclamarion — O 
mount  of  Olives — the  whole  I  thou  wretched  and  impeni- 
vaft  multitude  of  his  difciples  1  tent  city  !  How  diftinguilhed 
a.:d  followers  pierced  the  air  1  would  be  thy  felicity  for  ma- 

ny 


St  56  The  Hiftoiy 

ay  future  years,  if  thou  hadft 
improved  thofe  fignal  advan¬ 
tages,  with  which  thou  haft: 
sow  been  favoured But 
thou  haft  fhowri  thyfelf  to  be 
abiolutely  incorrigible  and  ir¬ 
reclaimable — and  thy  doom 

is  now  irreverfibly  fixed ! 

43  For  the -titne  will  (best 
come,  when  a  moft  numer¬ 
ous  and  invincible  hoft  of 
thine  enemies*  fhall  inveft 
thee,— draw  litres  of  circum- 
vallation  around  thee—  and 

prefs  thee  with  the  moft 

dreadful  and  terrible  fiege. 

44  The  time  will  loon  ar¬ 
rive,  when  thy  citizens  fhall 
be  deftroyed  by  famine — be 
butchered  with  the  lword— ^ 
and  thy  very  foundations  fo 
totally  razed,  as  not  one 
ftone  to  be  left  Handing  up¬ 
on  another— oecaufe  thou 
haft  wilfully  mifimproved 
the  gracious  opportunity 
which  the  gootineis  of  God 
hath  indulged  to  thee,  and 
haft  with  infuperable  preju¬ 
dice  rejected  all  the  evidences 
of  my  miflion,  that  have 
been  exhibited  before  thee !  1 

§ — 45  When  he  entered 
the-  temple,  He  immediately 
expelled  all  whom  he  found 
buying  and  felling  in  the 
coart  of  the  Gentiles ; 
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•  4 6  telling  them  at  the  time 
he  ejected  them,  that  God 
defigned  the  temple  ihould 
be  appropriated  to  devotion , 
but  that  they  had  converted  it 
into  a  receptacle  of  the  moft 
mercenary  and  lelf-interefted 
wretches. 

47  He  continued  every 
day  to  inftrud  the  people  in 
the  temple- — but  the  high 
priefts,  the  inferior  clergy, 
and  the  principal  magiftrates, 
exafperated  againft  him  for 
his  late  conduct,  unanimouf- 
ly  refolved  to  fhed  his  blood. 

48  But  were  difficulted 
when  they  came  to  deliberate 
in  what  method  they  fhould 
execute  their  fanguinary  pur- 
pofes— becaufe  the  populace 
adored  him,  and  imbibed  his 
difeourfes  with  the  greateft 
eagemeis  and  avidity b. 

■ 

CHAP.  XX. 

1  C}  ^  ®  <%  ^  was  ^n" 

ftrufting  the  people  in 
the  temple,  and  proclaiming 
the  joyful  news  of  the  fpeedy 
predion  of  the  Meffiah*s  King¬ 
dom,  the  high  priefts,  the  in¬ 
ferior  clergy,  and  the  magi¬ 
ftrates  came  in  a  body  to 
him, 

2  and  demanded  of  him 


b  The  original  is  very  expreflive  end  beautiful  they  hong 

on  his  lips.  There  is  the  fame  beautiful  image  in  Ovid.  When  the  Grt- 
tian  generals  returned  from.  ‘Troy  and  recited  their  adventures,  the  poet 
fays — Narraatis  conjox  pendet  ao  ore  viri.  <  Epift,  i,  30. 

by 
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by  what  authority  he  a£ted 
in  this  manner,  and  who  it 
was  that  had  inverted  him 
with  it  ? 

3  He  (aid  to  them— I  will 
firil  propofe  to  you  a  quefti- 
pn,  to  which  I  defire  you 
would  return  an  explicit  an* 
Twer— — 

4— Was  the  late  baptifm 
of  John  a  divine  appoint* 
•ment,  or  was  it  merely  an 
human  inftitution  ?  • 

5  Having  deliberated  up¬ 
on  this  queftion,  they*  laid 
one  to  another— —If  we.  tell 
him,  it  was  a  divine  inftitu¬ 
tion,  he  will  immediately  re¬ 
ply,  Why  did  you  not  then 
embrace  it  as  fuch  ? 

.  6  And  if  we  tell  him;  it 
was  folely  an  human  contri¬ 
vance — we  (hall  certainly  ex- 
pole  ourfelves  to  the  fury  of 
the  populace — for  they, are, 
UniverfaUy  perfuaded  that; 
John  was  an  illuftrious  pro¬ 
phet. 

7  After  having  thus  cau- 

tioufiy  debated  the  matter, 

■fchey  faid  to  him - -We  are 

noc  able  to  determine  whether 
His  baptifm  was  a  divine  or 

Human  lchcme. 

* 

8  Neither  will  I,  replied 
Jefus,  fatisfy  you  by  what 
authority  I  have  alfumed  my 
public  character. 

§ — 9  He  then  recited  to; 
the  aliemblcd  multitude  the 
■following  parable— A  cen- 

VOL.  I. 


tl'eman  planted  a  vineyard 
and  employed  .a  number  ,of 
hufbaridmen .  to  cultivate  and 
drels  it — and  afterwards  let 

out  upon  his  travels  into  a  fo- 

reign  country. 

i  o  When  the  vintage  ap- 
prpached,  he  diipatched  One 
of; his  fervants  to  the  huC- 
bandmen,  to  receive  from 
them  the  produce  of  his  new 

plantation - But  he  had :  no 

loaner  delivered  his.  mafter*s 

a 

orders,  but  they  beat  him  in 
a  moft  unmerciful .  manner, 
and  fent  him  away  empty.  , 

1 1  He  fent  to  them  ano¬ 
ther  fervant— wtfiom  they  alio 
cruelly  beat,  and  abufed  with 
the, moft  outrageous  inference 
and  inhumanity. 

12  He  fent  a  third— whom 
they  mangled  with  wounds 
and  bruifes — and  then  turn¬ 
ed  out  of  the  vineyard. 

^  13  The  proprietor  of.  the  . 
vineyard  receiving  thefe  re¬ 
peated  infults,  after  deliber¬ 
ating  for  feme  time  what  me¬ 
thods  he  fhould  purfufe;  at 
laft  faid— -I  will;  now  depute 
mine  only  fon,  the.  objedk  of 
all  my  fond  affeftions— -Moft 
certainly  they  will  not  dare 
to  offer  any  indignities  to  my 
fon— Surely  they  will  rever¬ 
ence  his  character. 

14  But  on  the  firft  light  of 
him  the  hulbaftdmen:.:  cried 

▼  I 

out  with  one  voice — This  is 
the1  heir !— Letf  us  this  mo- 

S  nient 
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merit  sfiaffiriate  him,  and  feize  I  levelled  this  fable  at  them, 
an  Ids  inheritance  1  I  that  they  formed  a  refolution 

15  Accordingly  they  all  [that  inftant  to  apprehend, 
ntfliCd  upon  him— dragged  l  and  by  open  force  get  him 
him  oat  of  the  vineyard,  and  I  into  their  power— but  their 
murdered  him— What  pu-  I  dread  of  the  people’s  fury  re* 
nifhment  do  you  think  will  I  drained  them  from  carrying 
the  proprietor  1  inflift  upon  I  it  into  immediate  execution, 
fuck  inhuman  and  bloody  I  20  Difcarding  therefore  all 
ruffians  l  I  thoughts  of  open  violence, 

x  6  When  he  cocues,  he  I  they  contrived  to  circumvent 
will  undoubtedly  put  thefe  I  him  by  clandeftine  and  infkii- 
Wretches  to  the  mod  dread- 1  ous  arts  —  Accordingly  they 
ful  and  excruciating  deaths  1  employed  and  fent  iecret  e- 
—  and  lett  his  vineyard  to  I  miuanes  to  enfnare  him— di- 
others,  who  w^U  ferve  him  l  retting  them  cocover  theirde- 
with  greater  fidelity-^— Upon  |  figns  upon  him  under  an  out- 
this  the  audience  laid,  God  |  ward  femblance  of  extraordi- 
avert  this  dreadful  fefttence  I  naiy  piety  andfenttity— hop- 
from  ever  being  executed  i  I  ing  by  this  method  they  could 

17  He  then  fixed  hb  eyes  I  betray  him  to  fay  fomething 
updo  them  and  faid— -Do  you  |  obnoxious  to  tbeir  prefent  go* 
not  recoiled  this  remarkable  I  vernment  —  for  which  they 
paflage  of  (cripture  ?— ■**  The  might  accufe  him  as  a  traitor 
none  which  the  workmen  re-  to  the  Rate,  and  deliver  him 
jetted,  is  become  the  great  into  the  power  of  the  Roman 
corner-  ftone,  and  hath  unit-  procurator. 

ed  and  confolidarcd  the  two  21  The  perfons,  thus  fu* 
fides  of  the  edifice.  borned,  approached  him  and 

1 8  He  Who  ftumble&  up-  thus  Ipokc — Illuftrious  pro- 

on  this  {bone  fhail  be  terribly  pbet  I  we  arc  perfuaded  that 
bruifedr— bat  he  on  whom  hs  you  have  a  confcientious  re- 
.  Cnohnous  weight  (hall  turn-  gard  for  truth— that  no  par- 
ble  will  be  enuhed  in  a  mo-  tiality  or  fear  of  man  can  ever, 
meat  and  crumbled  to  -a*  induce  you  to  facrifice  duty 
toms e.  .  _  —and  that  in  fincerity  and 

19  The  high  priefts  and  plamnefe  you  communicate 
the  othfcr  Clergy  were  fb  ex**  to  men  the  dittates  of  infalli- 
asperated  at  him,  knowing  he  ble  wifdom. 

*  Referring  to  A*  ddtrafikn  of  Jeru&lem. 

22  The 
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22  The  veneration  we|  ahd  family  of  the  deceafcd 

have  for  this  your  charader  I  may  not  be  extindt. 
hath  induced  us  to  rcqUeftl  29  Now  there  happened 
your  fentiments  concerning  |  once  among!!:  us  this  ungular 
this  queftion— it  lawful  I  inftance— There  were  feveh 
for  the  Jews  to  pay  tribute  to  I  brothers— the  cldeft  of  whoa 
the  Romans,  or  not  f  I  married,  and  died  without 

23  Jefus  confeious  of  their  I  children. 

wicked  fubtilty  and  dUfimu-  |  30  The  fecond  brother  cf- 

iation  faid  to  them— Why  do  I  poufed  his  widow,  arid  he 
you  pradtile  fuch  inlidious  |  too  died  childlefs. 
arts  to  feduce  me  into  dan- 1  31  The  thiiid  alfb — and  aR 

ger?  Idle  feven  by  a  premature 

24  Show  me  the  coin  that  |  death. 

is  collected - W hole  head  |  32  So  that  the  woman  fur* 

and  legend  is  this  ?— They }  vhred  them  alt 

(aid,  Carfar’s.  I  33  What  we  therefore  de~ 

25  He  anfwered— Pay  to  I  fire  you  to  fbfve  is  this  — * 

the  Emperor  what  he  lawful*  1  Which  of  the  feven  brothers 
ly  claims,  and  to  God  thelfhall  have  this  woman  in  a 
duties  he  requires.  J  future  ftate  ? 

26  This  reply  entirely  dif-  j  :  34  Jefus  anfwered— In  the 

concerted  and  covered  them  j  prefent  life  God  ordained 
with  confufion— it  excited  I  marriage  to  perpetuate  the 
their  amazement  at  his  faga-  j  human  race,  and  10  fupplr 
city  and  penetration,  and  I  the  devaftatiotos  that  death 
awed  them  into  a  profound  j  makes  among  mankind, 
filence— Nor  were  they  able  to  1  35  But  the  race  of  thole 

fallen  on  any  exprefiion  what*  J  who  are  decoded  worthy  to 
ever  that  he  occalionally  drop-  j  be  introduced  :  into  the  con* 
ped  in  his  public  difeourfes.  1  fummate  blelTednefs  of  a  fu- 

§—27  After  this  fomeof  I  ture  ftate,  is  no  longer  pro 
the  Sadducees,  a  Jewilh  left  I  pagated. 
who  deny  a  future  ftate,  came  I  3 6  The  necelfity  of  marri-. 

Snd  propofed  this  queftion.  I  age  is  precluded — for  death 
28  Great  teacher !  our  il- 1  makes  no  ravages  in  thofe 
luftrious  legifiator  hath  enadfc-  J  happy  abodes— -all  the  inha- 
ed  this  law — If  a  man  marry,  I  bitants  are  endowed  with  im- 
die,  and  leave  no  children,  his  I  mortality— and  the  (pints  of 
brother  (hall  efpoufe  his  wi-  I  good  men,  who  are  blelled 
dow,  in  order  tnac  the  name  |  with  a  glorious  refurredtion, 

I  S  2  arc 
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are  pure  and  [refined  intelli¬ 
gences,  of  a  riature  congeni¬ 
al  with  the  heavenly  angels. 

37  And  moreover  that  a 
future  ftate  is  no  fiction  is 
apparent  froth  thofe  words 
Mofes  heard  pronounced 
from  the  bufhi — I  am  the  God 
of  Abraham,  the  God  of  1- 
faac,  and.  the  (God  of  Jacob. 

38  God  isinot  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  dead  iofenfible  matter, 
but  of  living  and  conlcious 
intelligence. 

39  When!  fome  of  the 
Scribes  heard  thefe  replies,; 
they  faid— W ife  teacher !  the- 

•anfwers  you  have  returned, 
are  fatisfadtory  and  juft. 

40 -From  this  time,  they 
thro’  fear  entirely  defifted- 
from  propofing  any  more 
queries  of  thits  nature  to  luini. 

§ — 41.  After  this  Jelus. 
in  his  turn  propofed  to  them 
the  following  queftion — On 
what  foundation  are  their 
fentiments  fupported,  who. 
maintain  that  the  Mdiiah 
muft  be  the  fon  of  David,  | 

42  when  David  himfelf  in ; 
tire  Pl'alms  exprefsly  fays, 
“  The  fupreme  Jehovah  faid 
to*  my  lord.  Sit  thou  at  'my 
right  hand, 

43  'till  I  have  totally  fub- 

jedted  all  thy  foes  to  thy  .do- ! 
minion.”  j 

44  David  himfelf,  you  lee,  ] 
in  this  palTage  calls  the  Mef- 


fiah  his  lord— in  what  fenfe 
therefore  is  he  his  fon  ? 

§—45  After  this  in  the 
audience  of  the  whole  mul¬ 
titude  he  faid  to  his  difciplcs, 

4 6  Be  cautious  of  imitat¬ 
ing  the  manners  and  morals 
orthe  Scribes — who  affect  to 
ftrut  about  in  public  in  long 

flowing  gowns — who  are  lo 
intoxicated  with  the  iervile 
homage  that  is  paid  them  by 
fupcrfticious  crowds  ■  and 
whole  vanity  is  effectually  gra¬ 
tified  when  they  can  fecure  the 
belt  feats  in  places  of  religious 
worfhip,  and  the  moft  ho¬ 
nourable  places  at  all  public 
en  ter  t.ai  n  men  t  s. 

47  Who  with  unfeeling 
cruelty  deprive  the  widow 
and  orphan  of  their  juft  pro¬ 
perty— and  yet  cover  this 
mercilcls  opprdTion  and  wick  - 

edncli  with  a  trafk  of  tnoib 
rapturous  and  extraordinary 
devotion — Upon  thefe  hypo¬ 
crites  God  will  inflidt  the  moil 
dreadful  punifhments. 

CHAP.  XXL 

1  XX7  H I L  E  he  was  in  the 
* *  temple,  he  obierv- 
ed  how  the  rich  came  and 
threw  their  charitable  contri¬ 
butions  into  the  public  trea- 
iiiry,  that  was  kept  there. 

2  Among  others  he  faw  a 

poor  widow  come  and  put  in 

two 
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two  fmall  pieces  of  money,  be  left  one  ftone  Handing  up- 

amounting  m  value  only  to  a  on  another. 

farthing.  7  They  afked  him,  when 

3  U  pon  obferving  this,  he  this  dreadful  calamity  would 
i'.iid  to  thole  who  were  pre-  happen— and  from  what  cir- 
lent — I  a fiure  you  that  poor  cumftances  they  might  be  a- 
wonian  hath  done  a  greater  ble  to  prognofticate  its  ap- 
a&  of  charity,  than  all  who  I  proach. 

have  hitherto  contributed.  j  8  Jefus  fa  id  to  them— • 

4  For  all  the  others  have! Take  care  of  being  feduced 
<*iven  but  a  very  inconfider- 1  into  fatal  errors— -for  great 
able  proportion  ouc  of  their  j  numbers  of  impoftors  will 
large  fortunes — but  this  in- 1  pubtickly  appear  and  affume 
digen  c  charitable  creature  I  my  chara&er,  making  the 
hath  chearfully  thrown  in  all  I  moll:  folemn  declarations, 
that  Ihe  had  in  the  world.  J  that  they  are  the  Mefliah  — 

§ — 5  Some  perlons  hap- 1  But  the  time  of  the  irruptt- 
pening  to  fpeak  of  the  gran- 1  on  of  thele  dire  mileries  is 
dcur  of  the  temple,  and  ex- 1  not  far  diftanc  ■■  —  Pay  not 
preffmg  their  admiration  of  I  therefore  their  impudent  pre- 
the  large  and  magnificent  I  tendons  the  lead:  credit,  nor 
ftohes  with  which  it  had  been  fuffer  yourfelvcs  to  be  impofc 
e  retted,  and  the  many  pious  edupor>  by  anyof their  frauds, 
dedicated  "  offerings  with  9  And  when  you  hear  of 
which  it  was  adorned  and  cm-  bloody  wars  and  public  cala- 
hellifhed— he  replied,  mitics,  let  not  chefe .  reports 

6  The  time  is  coming  when  ftrike  you  with  terrour — For 
all  this  fuperh  and  ftately  mankind  will!  be  harraffed 
ibuttune  fiiall  be  lo  entirely  with  thefe  dreadful  evils  be- 
demoliflied,  and  he  convert-  tore  the  deftruttion  of  this 
ed  into  luch  a  confufed  heap  city  and  temple  enfue. 

of  ruins,  that  there  lhall  not)  10  One  country,  he  pro- 

♦  - 

•  *  the  word  here  ufed  by  St.  Luke  is  univerfally  ufed  to  fignify 

wi-ve  cjftringi  dedicated  by  religious  votaries,  and  placed,  (generally 
I'Mg  up)  in  temples  as  tcilj  monies  of  their  gratitude,  ytvcvt  xtu 
-/Vy yt  dritliiuitT0'.  Xtnopb.  HelLn.  Lib.  6.  p.  308,  EAt.  Bajtl.  Gk . 

They  onanimoufly  refolved  to  lend  a  golden  cup  to  Deipbi—but  there 
was  a  great  fcarcity  of  golJ  in  the  city— the  ladies  therefore  contributed 
all  the  gold  they  had  about  their  perfons  -u  tv  a va&nu*."  Plataircb  Ca- 
rail.  241.  'Z.  j'yKA$n  a&w*  75  ctyxdnu*.  ibid.  p.  242.  Ed.  Gr •  Stepb.  He 
came  to  burn  the  temples  and  the  votive  offerings,  Naas  TUfa<r«*9  ttxOi 
aat;«c5»u«/rt.  Sepbto.  Antig.  297 . 

S  3  ceeded, 
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ceeded,  (hall  commence  hofti- 1  foeak  with  fuch  undaunted 
titles  againft  another — one  I  freedom,  and  irvfpirc  you  with 
kingdom  invade  and  depop  u-  I  fuch  eloquence  and  wifdoiru 

late  another.  I  as  ihall  refute  all  the  fubril- 

i  x  Several  regions  aHo  I  ties  of  your  opponents,  and 
will  be  (hook  by  terrible  I  awe  them  into  confufion  and 
earthquakes,  be  infefted  with  |  fileoce. 
famine  and  peftilence,  or  in-  j  1 6  Such  an  implacable 
timidated  by  tnany  frightful  I  enmity  will  be  conceived  a- 
and  horrible  phenomena  ini  gainft  your  profeflipn,  that 
the  fky.  I  parents,  brothers,  relations, 

12  But  before  theft  dire  ca*  I  friends  (hall  betray  one  an- 

lamities  happed,  the  world  will  I  other  with  bafc  ana  unfeeling 

purfuc  you  with  implacable  I  perfidy,  and  embrue  their 
hatred,  and  harrafs  you  with  I  hands  in  one  anothers  blood, 
the  moft  cruel  perfections-— I  iy  For  on  account  of  your 
you  will  be  feoursed  with  un- 1  principles  you  will  be  held 
relenting  and  unreeling  rage  j  in  altuoft  univerfal  abhor- 
in  their  public  aftemblies—  I  rence. 
you  will  be  confined  in  dun- j  18  But  all  their  virulent 
scons,  and  be  dragged  be- 1  malice  (hall  not  be  able  to 
fore  governouts  ana  princes.  I  hurt  an  hair  of  your  head. 

In  all  their  evils  you  will  I  19  Let  not  the  moft  im* 
be  involved  fqr  your  in  viol-  I  minenc  dangers  therefore  dif¬ 
able  attachment  to.  my  reli-  I  turb  your  mental  tranquillity 
gion.  I  and  peace-— for  God  will  in- 

13  But  your  being  brought  I  terpofe  and  refeue  you  from 
before  thefe  aiiguft  and  dig- 1  them, 

(lifted  perfonages  will  afford  I  20  When  you  fee  a  nu- 

you  an  opportunity  of  pub- 1  mcrous  encamped  hbft  in- 

lickly  vindicating  and  de-  j  veft  the  metropolis— then 
fend  mg  your  principles  and  I  conclude  that  its  final  deftruc- 
profefilon.  j  tion  will  fpeedily  enfue. 

*4  And  remember  in  fuch  1  zi  Then  let  the  Chriftians 
tn  exigency  not  to.  bo  preVi- 1  who  are  in  the  adjacent  plains 
oufly  diftrefled  with'  anxious  f  flee  for  fafety  to  the  moun- 
and  gloomy  thoughts,  Whlat  |  tuns  —  Let  thofe  who  are  in 
apology  you  (hallofifer,  J  the  city  make  their  efcape 
15  For  1  will  in  the  crifis  I  out  of  it  and  let  not  thofe. 
of  your  danger  enable  you  to  I  who.  are  then,  in  the  country 

I  fak 
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Ikk  a  refuge  from  the  ene¬ 
my  within  its  wails. 

22  For  then  will  the  bolts 

of  divine  vengeance  be  hurl¬ 
ed  upon  this  devoted  city— 
and  ail  the  predictions  of  the 
ancient  prophets  concerning 
its  deftru&ion  be  amply  ful¬ 
filled.  ; 

23  Deplorable  will  be  the 
fate  of  thole  women,  whofe 
flight  will  then  be  prevented  by 
advanced  pregnancy,  or  the 
fuckling  of  infants— for  the 
whole  land  of  Judaea  will  then 
be  opprefled  by  the  moll 
dreadful  and  Ihocking  cala¬ 
mities. 

24  Its  inhabitants  Ihall  be 
miferably  maflacred,  or  fold 
for  (laves  and  difperfed  into 
every  province  of  the  Roman 
empire— and  heathens  Ihall 
trample  and  infult  over  the 
ruins  of  Jerufalem,  ’till  their 
period,  fixed  in  the  divine 
decree,  is  completed. 

25  In  the  heavens  will  then 
appear  dreadful  prodigies, 
which  will  affeCt  the  fiin, 
moon,  and  ftars  in  an  amaz¬ 
ing  manner— on  the  earth 
various  countries  will  be  feiz- 
ed  with  dreadful  alarms  and 

*  •  •  *  1 

pannic  terrors — rand  in  the 
fea ,  the  waves  d  will  be  un- 
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,  commonly  agitated,  roar  with 
unufual  vehemence  and  Joud- 
ne(s,*nd  la(h  the  fhores  with 
horrid  rage  and  violence. 

26  Fright,  terrour,  and 

amazement  will  freeze  die 
hearts  of  thole  who  are  fpec- 
tators  of  thefe  phaenomena— 
and  every  one  will  fhudder 
with  fear  and  honour,  when 
they  brood  over  die  fad  pro- 
(pefr  of  tfiofq  impending  ca¬ 
lamities  which' thefe  dire  prp- 

!  digies  indite  fpr  aU  the 
powers  of  heaven  will  then  be 

fliajcen  with  die  moft  violent 
convulfions.  ■ 

2  7  Then  (hall  the  Mcftiah 
be  feen  fitting  on  a  cloud, 
arrayed  in  matchkfs  glory, 

and  triumphing  in  the  mpfi; 
magnificent  pomp, 

2  8  When  yoy  fee  all  thefe 
circumftances  concur,  which 

I  have  now  particulanzed  — * 
then  let  your  hearts  be  dilat¬ 
ed  with  facred  rapture  and 
exultation,  for  your  complete 

deliverance  from  the  Jewish 
periecutions  {will  then  (peedi- 

jy  enfue. 

29  He  (hawed  them  in  the 
following  figurative  repre- 
fentation,  with  what  certain- 
tv,  frpm  thefe  previous  figns, 
they  might  infer  the  fubfe- 
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a 

4  The  word  is  00  where  pfed  in  the  Ttftamtnf  but  here.  It  often 
occurs  in  die  grttk  poets.  It  fignifies  a  fwollen  wave. 

% 

■  ■■  1  —  KtfTMXptVcU  K*f* 

4t  m«  74  qtitu  Otd.  9jr.  14. 

S  4 


quent 


264 

qucnt  cataftrophe - Every 

tree,  the  fig-tree  in  particu¬ 
lar,  reads  you  ufeful  inftruc- 
tion  with  regard  to  this  great 
event. 

30  For  when  it  puts  out 
tender  (hoots  and  opening 
leaves,  you  with  rifing  plea* 
fure  conclude  the  approach 
of  Cummer. 

3 1  1  n  like  manner,  when 
you  remark  thefe  fevcral  phe¬ 
nomena  which  I'havediftindt* 
ly  men  tioneth— infer  that  the 
kingdom  of  the  Mefiiah  will 
fpeedily  be  fertdted  on  the 
ruins  of  this  impenitent  na¬ 
tion. 

32  I.et  me  a(Furc  you,  that 
the  prefent  raccfof  men  will 
not  be  defunft,  before  all 
thefe  my  predictions  be  fully 
accomplifhed. 

33  Sooner  (hall  heaven  and 
earth  be  annihilated,  than  my 
words  not  be  verified. 

•  34  Exercife  thereforea  cau¬ 
tious  and  con  flam  vigilance 
Over  your  hearts^  left  the  hid¬ 
den  and  dreadful  irruption  of 
thefe  calamities  furprife  you 
buried  in  fenfuality  and  de¬ 
bauchery,  and  funk  in  ava¬ 
rice  and  worldly-mindednefs. 

3  5  For,  like  an  unfufpeCt- 
ed '  ambufh,  it  will  fuddenly 
ru(h  upon  all  the  land  of  Ju¬ 
daea,  and  overwhelm  its  inha- 
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bitants  in  one  fatal  and  gene¬ 
ral  deftru&ion  *. 

36  Be  ye  therefore  ever 

fortified  with  caution  and 
watchfulnefs  —  and  intercede 
with  God  by  fervent  pray¬ 
er,  that  he  would  not  1‘ufFcr 
you  to  be  involved  in  thefe 

dreadful  lcenes  of  impending 

mifery  —  but  of  his  mercy 
deign  to  vindicate  you  into 

fafety  and  happinefs. 

§—37  In  the  day-time 
Jefus  publickly  inftrutied 
the  people  in  the  temple 
— in  the  evening  he  retired 
to  the  mount  of  Olives. 

38  The  people  therefore 
early  every  morning  referred 
to  the  temple  to  hear  his  dif- 
courfes. 

chap.  xxrr. 

1  HT'HF.  grand  fblemn 

feftival  of  the  Jews, 
called  the  pafiover,  was- now 
very  near. 

2  And  at  this  time  there 
:  was  a  general  council  conven¬ 
ed— -in  which  the  high  priefts 
and  the  body  of  the  clergy 
concerted  various  meafures 
how  they  might  murder  him 

—but  they  dreaded  the  fury 

of  the  populace. 

‘  3  It  was  now  that  Judas 
Ifcariot,  one  of  the  twelve  a- 
poftles,  was  infligated  by  the 
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•  Alluding  to  the  manner  in  which  Jtrufalem  was  furprized  by  the 
marts — it  being  die  time  of  the  pajfrvtr,  when  prodigious  numbers  from 
ail  parts  0 {Judea  were  cooped  in  die  city,  and  mod  nxifcrably  periled. 

diabolical 
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diabolical  wiekcdnefs  and  carry] ng  a  pitcher  of  water— 
malignity  of  his  heart  to  be-  follow  him  into  the  houfei 
tray  hi  m  by  an  ad  of  the  baf*  where  you  fee  him  enter, 
eft  perfidy.  n  and  tell  the  perfon  that 

4  Having  formed  this  your  m after  defires  he  would 
black  defign  he  ftole  in  a  accommodate  him  with  a  room 
clandetline  manner  from  the  in  -which  to  eat  the  pafchai 
body  of  the  difciples  — —  and  lanib  with  his  difciples. 

had  an  interview  with  the  12  And  he  will  imrnedi- 
high  priefts  and  the  officers  ately  (how  you  into  a  large 
of  their  guards,  in  which  he  apartment,  fpread  with  a  car- 
promiled  to  deliver  him  into  pet— Here  make  the  necef&r 
their  power.  ry  preparations. 

5  An  offer  fo  unexpected  13  The  two  difciples  hav- 

tranfported  them  with  joy—  ing  received  thefe  orders  went 
and  they  agreed  to  give  him  into  the  city*  and  found  eve- 
a  fum  of  money  to  reward  ry  circumftance  exactly  cor- 
his  fervices.  .  refpond  to;  what  Jefus  had 

6  To  this  propofal  he  told  them —  They  therefore 
chearfully  aflented — and  from  made  every  thing  ready,  a- 
that  moment  anxioufty  ftudi-  gainlt  his  coming. 

ed  to  feize  the  moft  favour-  14  At  the  ufual  time  Je- 
able  opportunity,  when  the  fus  and  his  twelve  difciples  fat 
crowds  were  difperfed,ofput-  I  down  to  eat  the  pafchai  l'up- 
ting  him  into  their  hands.  |  per. 

§ — 7  The  day  being  now  I  15  As  they  were  at  table 
arrived  on  which  it  was  cuf- 1  Jefus  faid  to  them— I  have 
tomary  to  flay  the  pafchai  I  been  extremely  defirous  to 
lamb,  j  eat  this  pafibver  along  with 

8  he  called  Peter  and  John  1  you,  before  I  fuffer : 

and  faid  to  them.  Go  iijtol  16  For  I  alTure  you  this 
the  city  and  make  prepara- 1  is  the  lalt  paflover  I  (hall  ever 
tions  for  our  celebrating  the  |  celebrate  with  you  before  the 
prefcnt  folemnity  and  eating  I  Mefiiah’s  kingdom  be  efta- 
the  pafchai  fupper.  |  blilhed. 

9  They  faid  to  him.  In  I  17  He  then  took  the  cup, 
what  houfe  would  you  have  and  after  folemnly  offering  up 
11s  make  thefe  preparations  ?  his  gratitude  to  God,  he  (aid, 

10  He  anfwcred — Imme-  Take  and  hand  this  one  to 
diately  on  your  entrance  into  another.  , 

the  city  you  will  meet  a  man  1 8  For  I  make  this  (blemn 

1  declaration 


* 
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declaration  to  you  all,  That  |  93  Alarmed  at  this  decla- 

I  (hall  not  tafte  any  more  wine  I  ration,  they  began  with  the 
’till  the '  time  of  the  ereftion  I  moft  painful  anxiety  to  a  it 
of  die  Meffiah's  kingdom,  lone  another,  Who  it  was  a- 

19  He  then  took  bread,  I  mong  them  that  could  be  ca* 
and  after  devoutly  bleffing  I  pable  of  fuch  atrocious  and 
God,  he  broke  and  diftri- 1  execrable  bafend's. 

buted  it  among  them  all,  fay- 1  f— 24  There  was  alfo  a 
ing— This  figuratively  rcpre-  j  warm  debate  and  contention 
fcnts  my  body,  which  is  vo- 1  agitated  among  them,  Which 
luntarily  funendered  to  be  I  of  them  fhould  be  advanced 
broken  on  the  orofs  to  pro- 1  to  the  higheft  honours  in  that 
mote  the  interefts  of  mankind  I  magnificent  kingdom  they 
-—For  the  future  celebrate  I  judged  he  was  going  to  erect, 
this  inftitution  in  commemo- 1  25  Jefus  perceiving  their 

ration  of  my  death.  I  ambitious  views  laid  to  them 

20  After  they  had  eat  the  I  —Powerful  monarchs  among 

paibhal  lamb  he  took  the  |  the  Heathens  rule  their  fub- 
cup,  and  after  having  paid  I  jefts '  with  an  abfolute  fway, 
the  fame  devout  ackoow- 1  and  their  fovereign  princes 
ledgements  to  God,  faid  —  j  are  by  crowds  of  iervile  fyco- 
This  wine  reprefcnts  the  I  phants  and  flatterers  honours 
fbedding  of  my  blood— by  I  ed  with  the  moft  vain,  excra- 
the  eSufion  .of  which  the  new  I  vagant  and  unmerited  titles, 
covenant  will  be  fealed  and  I  26  Butfuchaluft  of  do- 
ratified,  and  the  benefit  ofjmination  and  fondnefc.  of 
mankind  be  fubffrvedL  I  power fljall  never  pofiefs  your 

21  But  behokj  1  that  very  I  bpfoms— for  among  you  he 
perfon,  who  intends  by  the  j  who  is  the  bumbkft  fha.ll  be  the 

blackeft  perfidy  to  furrender  I  gnattfo  and  the  moft  conde¬ 
mn  into  the  power  of  my  e-  j  fhall  be  the  moft  ex* 

nemics,  is  now  fitting  with  me  j  s/W. 

at  table.  I  27  For  which  is  greateft 

22  The  ion  of  man  indeed  1  —the  perfon  who  reclines  in 
will  make  that  exit,  which  I  eale  on  his  couch,  or  he  who 
hath  been  fixed  in  the  divine  I  waits  obfervant  on  bis  nod  ? 
decree  —  -  but  woe  to  that  I  — J*  not  the  farmery  and  yet  1 
wretch  who  is  treacherously  I  have  converted  among  you  in 
acceflary  to  his  murder.  |  the  edacity  of  the  latttr. 


*  Meaning — oot  till  after  bis  rtJurrtSion,  vtben  bia  kingdom  properly 

commenced. 
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28  You  have  been  tny  I  chearfulncfs  to  attend  thee  to 

faithful  and  inseparable  com**  1  prifon  or  to  death, 
panions  in  aU  the  fpr rows  and  !  34  Jefus  replied,  I  allure 

trials  with  which  I  have  con- 1  thee  this  very  night  before 
hided.  I  the  cock  crow  thoii  wilt  three 

29  In  recompenfe  there- 1  feveral  times  folemnly  deny 

fore  qf  your  diftinguilhed  fi- 1  that  thou  ever  knew  me. 
delity,  fmce  my  heavenly  j  §—*35  Hz  then  laid  to  his 
father  hath  by  Solemn  com-  j  difciples  ■  When  I  commif- 
pad  awarded  to  me  a  king-  I  honed  you  to  preach  in  the 
dom,  I  towns  of  Judaea,  and  fent  you 

30  In  like  manner  do  1 J  onthisexpeditionwithautrao- 
by  an  irreverfible  covenant  I  ney  and  without  provifionw- 
ratify  and  confirm  to  you  the  J  were  you  ever  deicitute  of  the 
moft  exalted  and  confpicuous  j  common  neceflaries  of  life  ? 
honours  in  this  kingdom*—  J  —  They  laid  they  had  never 
and  magnificent  thrones  ihall  l  wanted  any  thing. 

be  ereded  for  you  on  which  1  36  But  for  the  future*  Je» 

you  fhall  pafs  fentence  on  the  I  fus  faid  to  them,  fuch  are  the 
twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael.  diftreffes  and  perfecutian  in 

3 1  Jefus  then  faid  to  Pe-  j  which  you  will  be  involved, 

ter,  Simon !  Simon  S  a  great  j  that  he  that  hath  money,  let 
trial  is  approaching  in  which  j  him  take  it  with  him — he 
the  fidelity  of  you  my  Ap6f-j  that  hath  none,  let,  him  fell 
ties  will  be  brought  to  a  fe-|  his  clothes  and  buy  a  fword. 
vere  tell;.  I  37  For  be  allured  that  with 

32  But  I  have  prayed  fori  regard  to  mylelf  that  predio 
thee  in  particular,  that  thy  I  turn  of  the  prophet  is  imme* 
fmcerity  may  be  maintained  I  diately  going  to  be  accomp- 
inviolate.  —  When  thou  art!  lifhed,  “He  made  his  exit  con- 
returned  to  thy  duty  remera-j  founded  with  the  wicked”—* 
ber  to  encourage  and  animate  1  For  the  period  of  my  life  is 
thy  brethren  by  a  fuperiour  j  now  completed. 

fortitude  and  zeal  tn  my]  38  They  underftanding the 
caufe.  •  1  above  figurative  difcourfe  Ute- 

33  Peter  faid  to  him,  Dif*  j  ralfy,  faid  to  him— ** We  have 
truft  not  my  fidelity**— I  am  J  twq  fword s  among  us— He 
this  moment  prepared  with  j  faid.  They  are  fufficient*. 

t  In  the  above  figuration  difcourfe  Jt/us  intimatdd  to  them  the  miferiq* 
and  perfecutiom  they  were  for  the  fuxurt  to  ilrugfle  with— But  they  u a* 
derfiood  him  literally ,  by  the  fuefiim  they  progofea  to  him* 

♦  §— 
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.§"—39  After  this  he  left  Jed  by  the  mileries  they  law 
the  city  and  retired,  as  ufual,j|  him  indure. 
to  the  moufttof  Olives,  ac-jl  4 6  He  awoke  them  and 
-companied  by  his  difciplcs.  I  faid— —Why  do  you  futfer 

40  Arriving  at  the  place  j  yourfelves  to  be  overwhelm- 
he  fakl .  to  them — Earneftly  l  ed  with  Deep  in  ftich  a  crifis 
beg. of  God  that  in  the  great  j— Earneftly  implore  the  AI- 
. approaching  trial  you  may  I  mighty  that  you  may  not  in 
not  be  deduced  into  fin.  I  the  enfuing  trial  be  feduced 

41  He  then  i’eparated  from  J  into  fin. 

them  about  the  difiance  of  a  I  47  While  he  was  (peaking 
ftone’scaft,  fell  on  his  knees,  .!  a  great  mob  appeared — br¬ 
and  with  devout  fervency  ut-  I  fore  whom  Judas,  advanced 
teted  this  prayer-*—  I  forward  and  approached  Je- 

.42  Merciful  father  !  O  j  fus  to  falutc  him — that  being 
that  thou  wouldejft  not  fuffer  [  the  fignal  he  had  agreed  up- 
the  dreadful  ftorm  to  break  I  on  to  give  them, 
oyer  my  head !— But  I  check  I  48  Jcfus  faid  to  him —  Ju- 
■myfelf— — Not  my  will,  but  I  das,  doft  thou  cover  thy  trea- 
thine  be  done !  |  cherous  defigns  againft  my 

43  Immediately  his  attend-  j  life  under  the  hypocritical 
ahtsfawan  angel defeend  from  j  fcmblance  of  affection  and 
heaven  to  animate  and  con-  I  dove? 

dole  him,  :  .  1  49  When  his  attendants 

44  for  he  prayed  with  ar- I  faw. the  violence  that  would 
dent  and  intenfe  fervour,  be-  t  enfue,  they  faid  to  him  — - 
ing  overwhelmed  in  an  agp-  [  Sir !  (hall  we  repel  them  with 
oy  ofdiftrefs*— -ihe  inward  I  the  fword  ? 

fenfkcions  he  now!  felt  being  I  50  One  of  them  drew  his 
fo  dreadfully  acutd  and  pain-  I  fword — (truck  a  flave  belong- 
ful  that  drops  of  fweat  trick-  J  ing  to  the  high  priefi,  and  cut 
led  down  his  face  and  fell  up-  j  off  his  right  ear. 
on  the  ground,  like  b  large  j  51  Jcfus  faid  to  the  mob  that 
globules  of  Hood.  I  furrounded  him — Suffer  me 

45  He  then  iofe.  from  his  j  to  go  to  the  perfon  that  is 

knees  and  came  to  his  difei-  1  wounded — He  went,  touch- 
pies—  whom  he  found  in  a  I  ed  and  healed  him. 
profound  (Jeep— over-power-  *  52  After  this  Jefus  faid  to 

*  The  evangel  only  nfe$  this  as  a  Jtmlt  to  represent  to  his  reader 
the  profufentfs  of  his  fweat— not  that  it  was  real  blood,  or  that  there  was 
atf  iked  at  all  vifibly  mingled  with  it. 

2  the 
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the  high  priefts,  to  the  offi-  f  58  A  little  after,  another 
cers  who  guarded  the  tero  *  I  perlon  looking  earneftly  at 
pie 1 ,  and  to  the  magiftrates,  I  him,  laid.  Thou  art  one  o £ 
who  had  now  joined  the  mob!  his difdples — He peremptori- 
who  had  feized  him  —  Why  i  ly  denial  that  he  ever  was. 
did  you  come  armed  withl  59  About  an  hour  after, 
clubs  and  (words  to  appre- 1  another  faw  him  and  aflerted 
hend  me,  like  a  thief,  in  this  f  in  the  moft  pofitive  terms, 
clandelline  manner?  I  that  he  certainly  was  one  of 

53  You  know  that  I  was  I  his  followers— for  he  was  un- 
ftvery  day  publickly  inftruftr  It  doubted  ly  a  Galilaean. 
ingthe  people  in  the  temple  j*  •  60  Peter  faid— —I  never 
——yet  you  laid  no  violent!' had  any  connections  with  hint 
hands  upon  me — But  you  will  I  — nor  do  1  know  what  you* 
now  be  fuffered  to  prevail,!; mean——  That  moment  the 
and  to  txccute  your  infernal  !i  cock  crowejd. 
defigns  againft  my  lift.  j  61  Jefus  turned  and  fixed 

§ — 5+  Those  whoappre* t  his  eyes; upon  Peter—' That 
hended  Jefus  dragged  him  I. look  pierced  him  and  inftant- 
before  the  high  pr  ieft— Peter  j  ly  brought  to  his  remembrance 
followed  the  company  at  a  r  what  Jefus  had  lately  told  him 
diftance,  and  went  after  them;! — That  before  the  cock  crow-. 
into  the  houfe,  l  ed,  he  (hould  have  denied 

55  and  the  highpriefts  fer.J  three  times  in  the  moft  fo- 
vanes  lighting  a  fire  in  the  1  lemn  terms  that  he  ever  had 
hall,  he  fat  down  among  r  known  hitp. 

them.  |i  62  This  thought  fhmg 

56  Here  one  of  the  fervant  I  him  with  remorfe— and  going 
maids  fixed  her  eyes  upon  l  out,  he  burft  into  a  flood  of 
him  as  he  was  wanning  him-  j  bitter  tears. 

felf,  and  faid  to  thole  who!  § — 63  In  the  mean  time 
were  prefent — This  man  was  J  the  perlons  who  flood  about 
one  of  the  companions  of  J  e-  j  Jelus  offered  him  every  in- 
fus.  I  fult  and  indignity. 

57  Ke  declared  in  the  |  64They  firft  hoodwinkedhim 

moil  folemn  manner,  that  he  |: — and  then  ftruck  him  on  the 
did  not  (o  much  as  perlon-  j.face,  faying  at  the  fame  time: 
ally  know  him.  |  O  thou  who  art  lb  emi- 

* 

*  What  we  tranflate,  in  Kings  and  Chronicles,  porters  of  the  temple,  (hould  ’ 
have  been  rendered  guards  of  the  temple.  Of  the  officers  of.  tnefe  the  c- 
vangdilt  here  fpcaki. 

nently 
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nently  endowed  with  pro- 1 God?— Jefus  faid,  Moft  af- 
phetic  gifts,  tell  the  perion’s  I  furedly  I  am* 
name  who  (truck  you !  I  j  t  The  aflembly  then  faid 

f>5  With  many  other  cm*  j  -—What  occafion  have  we  for 
cities  of  this  nature  they  a-  |  evidence  againft  him  —  You 
bufed  him  —  branding  him  I  have  ail  heard  the  horrid  biaf- 
with  the  moft  odious  names,  I  phemies  he  hath  juft  uttered, 
and  pouring  upon  him  all  I 

the  contumely,  infulc  and  ri- 1  CHAP.  XXIII. 
dicule,  they  could  invent.  I  _ 

§-—66  Vt*y  early  in  the!  *  HPH E  whole  aflembly, 

morning,  the  high  priefts,  the  1  being  unanimously  re- 

inftriour clergy,  and  the  ma- 1  folved  upon  his  condemna- 

giftrates  met  in  council—**'-*  I  tion,  conduced  him  to  Pilate 

and  Jefus  was  Ordered  to  be  I  the  procurator  of  Judaea. 

brought  before  diem.  I  2  Soon  as  they  were  ad- 

67  The  aflembjly  then  (aid  I  mitted,  they  began  to  alledge 

to  him,  Tell  us  explicitly  —  I  many  heavy  crimes  againft 

Ait  thou  the  Meflkh  ?— Je- 1  him— This  perfon,  they  laid, 

fus  replied^ — If  I  (hould  an- 1  hath  been  for  a  number  of 

fwer  in  the  affirmative,  you  { years  feducing  the  province 

would  not  credit  (tie.  I  j  from  their  allegiance — ufing 

^  €8  And  if  I  (hould  exhi- 1  jail  his  influence  to  prohibit 

bit  before  you  the  ftrongeft  j  the  payment  of  tribute  to  the 

proofs  and  deotonftrations  I  Emperor,  and  arrogantly  ftil- 

that  I  was  that  -perfonage,  j  ing  nimfelf  Mefliah  the  King. 

you  Would  neither  be  con- 1  3  Pilate  then  faid  to  him, 

uinced  k,  nor  acquit  me.  I Doft  thou  alTume  the  title  of 

69  You  will  however  foon  j  the  (bvereign  of  the  Jews  ? 
lee  a  ftriking  proof  of  my  j  -—Jefus  anlwered  in  the  af- 
dignity— for  you  (hall  lee  me,  I  firnfetrve. 

the  fon  Of  man,  invefted  with  J  4  Pilate  after  examining 
the  higbeft  authority  and  I  him,  turned  to  the  high 
power 1  at  the  right  hand  of  I  priefts  and  to  the  populace 
God.  j  and  faid  —  I  do  not  And  this 

70  Upon  this  they  aU  da*  j  min  guilty  of  any  capital 

mowed— • Art  thou  the  fon  of  I  crime. 

*  ♦ 

9  * 

k  In  the  original  it  and  anfwtr,  denoting  free  debate,  by  which 

tfttth  It  i&vc&gtted  and  explored. 

1  Referring  to  the  deftroetton  of  JrraJkUm~*a  which  his  prwtr  would 
be  difplayed. 

5  At 


Chap,  xxiil*  fy  L  u  ft  E.  271 

5  Ac  this  declaration  Of  I  portunate  entreaties  Jefus  an- 
the  governor  they  raifed  loud  I  iwerednota  word. 

and  vehement  clamours——  |  iq  The  high  priefts  and 
This  importer,  they  laid,  I  Jcwifh  clergy  flood  by  all  the 
hath  been  raifing  difturban-  I  time,  with  extreme  virulence 
ces  in  every  part  of  J  udsca — ■  I  and  incefiant  clamour  qharg- 
haranguing  the  mob  every  I  mg  him  with  the  moft  atroci- 
where— and  the  tumults  he  |  ous  crimes— >-and  vehemently 
firft  excited  in  Galilee  have  j  urging  hie  condemnation, 
reached  the  capital  and  pto-  I  1  1.  Herod  finding  his 
duced  univerial  confufion  in  j  hopes  difappointed,  looked 
the  nation.  I  upon  him  as  an  objett  of  the 

6  Upon  the  mention  of  I  vileft  contempt— and  hjmfelf 

Galilee,  the  procurator  afked,  J  and  his  offieprs  joined  in  in- 
if  the  prilbner  Was  a  Gali-  I  fulting  and  treating  him  with 
lasan.  [  the  k>weft  banter  and  deri- 

7  And  when  he  under-  J  lion  —After  having  been  the 
ftood  that  die  fee  tie  of  thefe  |  fport  of  theijr  inhumanity  and 
public  tran faftions  had  been  L  cruelty  theyt  arrayed  him  in  a 
chiefly  laid  in  Herod*s  do-  j  robe  of  mock  royalty — and 
minions— he  ordered  him  to  j  lent  him  bapk  to  Pilate, 

be  conducted  to  that  mo- 1  § — 1 2  That  day  friend* 
narch— whom  the  prefent  fef- 1  fhip  and  hprmony  were  re- 
tival  had  brought  to  the  city.  I  ftored  between  Pilate  and  He- 

§ — 8  At  the  fight  of  jefus  I  rod — and  all  the  former  dif- 
Herod  was  in  raptures  He  1  fcrences  thajt  had  before  fub- 
had  been  extremely  defirous  I  fitted  between  them,  were 
a  long  time  to  fee  one,  of  |  now  cotnpOfed  by  a  mutual 
whom  he  had  heard  lb  many  reconciliation, 
amazing  accounts — He  there-  J  §—13  When  Jefus  was 

fore  now  flattered  himfelf  that  I  lent  back  without  any  fez*- 
his  curiofity  would  be  grati-  I  tence  being  pronounced  up- 
fled  by  feeing  him  perform  I  on  him  by  Herod,  the  pro- 
fome  fignal  and  attoniflung  I  curator  convoked  the  nigh 
miracle.  priefts,  the!  magittrates,  and 

9  He  therefore  begged  the  people,, 
and  importuned  him  witn  re-  14  and  thus  f poke— You 
peated  and  urgent  folicitati-  have  brought  before  me  a 
ons  to  favour  him  with  the  perfon,  as  a  difturber  of  go- 
exhibition  of  his  miraculous  j  vemment,  and  I  have  taken 

power — But  to  all  thefe  im- 1  an  examination  of  him  before 
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you  all,  but  have  found  I  violent  fury — endeavouring 
him  guilty  of  none  of  thofc  I  to  convince  them  of  their  in- 
crimes  with  which  you  have  I  juftice — VV  hat  capital  crime, 
charged  him.  j  he  afked  them,  do  you  charge 

15  Neither  doth  Herod  I  him  with  —  I  have  examined 
think,  tho*  he  hath  heard  all  I  him  and  found  nothing  in  his 
that  you  have  1  alledged  a- 1  conduft  that  deferves  death 
gainft  him,  that  he  hath  done  I  —  I  will  give  orders  for  his 
any  thing  that  merits  capital!  being  pubhckly  whipped,  and 
puniihment.  |  difmifs  him. 

16 1  will  therefore  fentence  I  23  At  this  they  again  pier- 
him  to  be  whipped-  ■■—  and  |  ced  the  air  with  their  cries — 
then  releafe  him.  I  and  with  more  determined  ve- 

17 — For  the  procurator  had  I  hemence  and  fury  than  ever 
eftablifhed  a  cuftdm  of gratify- 1  demanded  his  crucifixion  — 
ing  them  every  pafTover  with  j  The  violence  of  the  popu- 
the  acquittal  of  arty  one  prifon*  I  lace  and  the  urgent  folicitati- 
er  they  Ihould  defire—  I  ons  of  the  high  priefts  at  lalt 

1 8  The  whole  afiembly  I  prevailed  upon  the  procurator 
hearing  this— with  a  loud  and  I  to  comply. 

violent  vociferation  cried  —  I  24  Pilate  then  gave  orders 
Drag  him  away.  Drag  him  I  that  he  ihould  be  executed 
away  “ !  and  oblige  us  with  I  according  to  their  requeft:. 
the  releafeofBarabbas.  j  25  At  their  united  impor- 

1 9  This  Barabbas  was  a  j  tunity  he  releafed  out  of  pri- 
notorious  ruffian,  who  had  |  ion  one  who  had  perpetrat- 
been  imprifoned  for  railing  I  ed  murder  and  caufed  a  riot 
an  infurredtion  in  the  city, J— but  furrendered  up  Jefns 
and  committing  murder,  |  to  their  implacable  and  bloody 

20  Pilate  defirous  to  ac- 1  refen tinents. 

quit  Jefus  made  a  fecond  ef*  J  26  As  they  were  dragging 
fort  to  appeafe  the  enraged  J  him  -to  the  place  of  cru- 
niultitude.  j  cifixion  they  feized  one  Si- 

21  But  his  voice  was  drown*  j  mon  a  citizen  of  Cyrene, 
ed  in  one  vehement  and  uni-  J  whom  they  happened  to  meet 
verfal  clamour,  that  repeated,  j  as  he  was  coming  to  the  city. 
Crucify  him !  Crucify  him !  I  — and  compelled  him  to  take 

22  He  perfifted  to  make  I  the  crofs  and  carry  it  after 
a  third  attempt  to  placate  their )  him. 

* 

■  The  words  are  repeated  in  the  CaM&ridgt  MS; 

§- 


Chap,  xxiii* 

§—*27  There  followed 
him  to.  the  place  of  execution 
a  prodigious  crowd  of  peo¬ 
ple — the  women  beating  their 
breads  and  deploring  hi*  un¬ 
happy  fate  with  the  moft 
piercing  lamentations. 

28  To  thefe  he  turned  and 
thus  fpoke — Ye  daughters  of 
Jcrufalem  1  let  not  my  mifer- . 
able  end  provoke  your  tears, 
but  let  them  flow  for  the 
dreadful  deftiny  in  which 
yourfelves  and  your  children 
will  fhortly  be  involved*. 

29  For  the  time  will  loon 
come,  when  the  diffracted 
mother  fhall  exclaim— Hap¬ 
py,  Happy  is  the  barren  wo¬ 
man  1  Thrice  happy  the  bo- 
fom  that  never  felt  maternal 
tendernefs ! 

30  Such  dire  mifery  and: 
horror  will  then  reign,  that 
men  fhall  paflionately  wifh 
the  mountains  and  hills  to 
overwhelm  them,  and  to 
hide  them  from  the  dreadful 
fpedtacle \ 

3 1  For  if  the  green  bough 

burns  with  fuch  violence,  with 
what  horrid  fury  will  the  dry 
tree  blaze ! 

§  —  32  Two  malefactors 
were  alio  conducted  along 
with  him  to  the  place  of  cru¬ 
cifixion. 

33  Being  arrived  at  Calya- 
ry,  the  place  of  execution,  they 


m 

crucified,  him  between  two 
criminals. 

34  When  J^fus  was  ex¬ 
tended  on  the  crofs  he  de¬ 
voutly  uttered  this  petition  to 
God — Merciful  father!  grant 
them  thy  forgive nefs,  for 
they  know  not  what  they  do ! 
— The  foldiers  parted  his 
cloaths  and  caft  lots  for  them. 

.  35  The  common  people 
flood  fpeClators  of  this  whole 
tranfaCtiori— rf— wamong  whom 
were  alfo  the  principal  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Sanhedrim-^-who 
all  united  in  offcring.him  the 
moll  contemptuous  infult  and 
abufe- — crying  out— fSince  he 
is  the  great  Mefliah,  the  di£- 
tinguimed  favourite  of  hea¬ 
ven,  let  him  who  hath  fayed 
lUch  numbers  from  death, 
now  fave  himfelf  1 

36  The  Roman  guards  al- 
fo  conjoined  i  in  making  him 
the  objeCl  of  their .  fport  and 
derifion-^-adVancing  up  to  his 
crofs,  and  offering  him  vine¬ 
gar, 

37  and  infolently  faying  to 
him— Since  thou  art  the  great 
fovereign  of  Judsea,  let  us 
fee  thee  refeue  thylelf  from 
thy  prefent  mifery. 

3  8  Over  his  head  they  fix¬ 
ed  up  this  inscription  in 
Greek,  Latin  and  Hebrew: 

This  is  the  kino  of  the 

‘  •  «  » 

J  EWS. 


by  Luke. 


11  Referring  to  their  caring  human  flefli  in  the  fiege.  See  Jo/tpbas. 

Voi.I.  T  §— 
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§—•39  Ohe  of  the  crimi¬ 
nals  too  from  his  crofs  ca¬ 
lumniated  him  and  faid  — 
Since  thou  art  the  illuftrious 
Mefiiah,  why  doll;  not  thou 
extricate  both  thyfelf  and  us 
from  our  prefect  tortures ! 

40  But  the  <i>ther  reproved 
him  for  his  profane  infolence, 

and  laid  to  him— How  can  ft 
thou,  who  art  in  the  fame 
condemned  and  wretched  cir- 
cumftances,  allow  thyfelf  to 
be  guilty  of  fuch  impiety  a- 
gain  ft  God ! 

41  We  indetd  juftly- fuffer 
that  punifhment  which  our 
crimes  have  merited  —  but 
this  perfbn  hath  been  guilty 
of  no  irregularity 

42  He  then  faid  to  Jefus 
—•Do  remember  me  when 
thou  arrived  in  thy  happy 
•fuuire  kingdom  1 

43  Jefus  faid  to  him  — 
Wretchpd  as  1  this  day  am, 
yet  I  can  aflure  thee  that 
thuu  fhalt  fhar{  with  me  the 
happinefs  of  4  blefifed  •  im¬ 
mortality. 

§—44  At  twelve- o’clock 
the  whole  land  of  Judasa  was 
enveloped  in  universal  dark - 
nefs — which  continued  in  all 
its  horrors  till  three  in  the 

s 

afternoon. 


45  The  fun  was  a  greac 
blank  in  the  midft  of  heaven 
— the  veil  that  feparated  the 

fanfluary  and  the  holy  of  ho¬ 
lies  was  rent  in  two. 

4 6  Jefus  then  with  a  ftrong 
and  vehement  voice  cried  out 
—  O  Father !  into  thy  mer¬ 
ciful  hands  1  will  refign  my 
fpirit !— Having  uttered  theie 
words  he  expired. 

47.  When  the  Roman  of¬ 
ficer  faw  the  uncommon  cir- 
cumftance  that  attended  his 
laft  moments  p,  he  was  ftruck 
with  religious  awe  arid  reve¬ 
rence,  and  laid  —  U  ndou  bt- 
edly  this  was  a  good  man ! 

48  And  all  the  people  who 
were  prefent  feeing  the  a- 

mazing-  phenomena  with 
which  his  death  was  attend- 

Ied,  in  an  eeftafy  of  aftonifh- 
ment  and  horror  ftruck  their 
breafts,  and  returned  to  their 
refpeftive  homes. 

49  All  his  friends  too,  and 
the  women  who  had  attended 
him  in  his  late  journey  from 
Galilee  to  the  city,  flood  at 
fome  diftancc,  and  were  fpec- 
tators  of  thofe  wonderful  c- 
vents. 

§— 50  There  was  at  that 
time  a  member  of  the  San¬ 
hedrim,  whofename  was  Jo- 


“'dTo-frcr  is  literally ,  eat  ef  the  lyay.  &  fignifies  any,  thing  qbfuri*~r- 
any  thing  ixconfifftnt  with  a  perfonS  general  charafler. 

p  Meaning— his  crying  out  with  a  loud  voice  the  moment  before  he  ex 
pired. 


Chap,  xxiv. 

feph  —  a  perfon  of  a  virtuous 
and  moil  amiable  character. 

5 1  He  was  a  native  of  Ari- 
mathea  —  one  who  lived  in 
expe&arion  of  the  ipeedy  e- 
ftablifliment  of  the  Meffiah’s 
kingdom  —  and  who  had  dif- 
covered  the  grcated  avcrfion 
and  abhorrence  of  the  pro¬ 
cedures  of  the  Jews  in  this 
whole  tranla&ion. 

52  This  perfon  came  to 
Pilate,  and  begged  he  would 
give  him  the  body  of  Jefus. 

53  Having  obtained  his 
requeft,  he  took  down  the 
corpfe  —  fwathed  it  in  fine 
linen,  according  to  the  Jew- 
ifh  cuftom — and  repofited  it 
in  a  tomb,  which  he  had  very 
lately  hollowed  for  himfelf 

in  the  folid  rock,  and  in  which 
nobody  had  ever  been  inter¬ 
red. 

54  The  next  day  was  cal¬ 
led  the  Preparation  —  being 
the  day  that  preceded  the 
Jewilh  fabbath. 

55  The  women,  who  had 
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accompanied  him  from  Ga¬ 
lilee,  followed  the  body — • 
faw  him  perform  thele  pious 

I  offices,  and  remarked  the 
tomb,,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  corpfe  was  depo¬ 
sed. 

•  56  After  they  had  feen 
thefe  funeral  obiequies  per¬ 
formed  —  they  returned  into 
the  city,  and  purchaied  a 
great  quantity  of  rich  aro¬ 
matic  Ipices,  intending  to 
embalm  him  —  but  deferred 
it  till  the  fabbath  was  pad— 
which  they  kept  according  to 
the  prefen prion  of  the  law* 

CHAP.  XXIV. 

i  N  the  fird  day  of  the 

week,  foon  as  the 
morning  dawned  the  wo¬ 
men  above-mentioned  and 
fome  of  their  companions 
along  with  them  haded  to 
the  tomb  —  carrying  the  a- 
romatic  fpices  %  which  they 
had  purchafed. 

a  But 


by  Luke. 


*  This  phrafe  op9p&  CaQvt  often  occurs  in  the  Greet  writers — and 
there  is  a  paffage  in  Ariftepbanti  which  greatly  illuftrates  this,  and  de¬ 
fines  the  time  at  which  this  vifit  was  paid— a aa*  ryr  spflpSh 

BA.  Nh  toy  Ai*  <4i  ya f  xttrix.*trt  vw. 

Or  atro  fturov  rvxr&r  ra.eamtf.w7 tt  /**  at l, 

Avyvn  tyovTif  -  •  1  1  It  follows*— «  A  a  <t  yaf 

2>tv/«p*w— -rpif  ttfitpav  Jrifleph.  Vcfp.  p.436.  Yah. 

Tt't* oa  Capita  is  alfo  very  late  in  the  evening.  The  fervants  met  them 
with  lights  returning  from  the  purfuit,  it  being  now  tfrspaf  CaQuat. 

Plutarch  -/Emil.  486. 

•  The  fame  funeral  honoors  were  alfo  paid  to  the  remains  of  SjUa  by 
the  ladies  of  P.uw.  “  The  ladies  arc  faid  to  have  brought  ta  his  corpfe 

T  2  fuch 
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z  But  when  they  were  ar-  j  7  “  That  the  fon  of  man 
rived  at  the  place  they  found  1  would  by  the  vileft  perfidy 
the  large  ftone  that  blocked  I  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
lip  its  entrance  rolled  away,  j  of  his  bloody  pcrfecutors  — 

3  Upon  this  they  entered  I  that  he  would  be  crucified, 
the  monument,  but  were  a- 1  but  on  the  third  day  would 
ftonifhed  to  find  the  body  of  1  rife  from  the  grave.’' 

Jefus  conveyed  away.  I  8  They  then  recollected 

4  Bitt  while  they  were  in  J  that  they  had  heard  him  make 

the  molt  cruel  perplexity,  mu*  I  ule  of  thde  very  exprefltons. 
tually  exprefling  their  amaze- 1  0  They  quitted  the  lepul- 

ment  at  fuch  an  unexpected  I  chre  immediately  —  and  re- 
event —  two  celeftial  beings,  j  turning  to  the  city  reported 
in  an  human  form,  fuddenly  I  all  thde  circumftances  to  the 
•  prefented  themfelves— clad  I  eleven  Apoftles  and  others 
in  robes  that  darted  the  moil  I  who  were  along  with  them, 
dazzling  Jplendor  and  dTul-j  10  The  perions  who  had 
gencc  *.  j  vifited  the  fepulchre,  and  now 

5  At  fo  fudden  and  awful  |  brought  this  relation  to  the 

a  IpeClacle  they  were  chil-  j  apoftles,  were  Mary  Magda- 
led  with  terror,  .and  funkllene,  Joanna,  Mary  the  mo- 
proftrate  on  the  ground  —  j  ther  of  James,  and  their  at- 
The  angels  then  faid  to  them,  j  tendants  on  this  occafion. 
What  hath  induced  you  to  j  1 1  But  they  paid  them  not 
feek  for  the  living  in  thefe  J  the  Ieaft  credit — looking  up- 
dreary  feceffes  where  death  j  on  the  whole  account  as  :s;i 
and  horror  reign  ?  j  abfurd  and  vifionary  tale. 

6  The  object  ofyouren-j  12  Peter  however  got  up, 

quiries is'  not  here  —  he  hath  J  and  ran  with  anxious  and 
quitted  the  manfions  of  the  J  precipitate  fteps  to  the  tomb 
dead-— Do  you  noc  remember  I  —  but  when  he  ftooped  and 
what  heexprefily  told  you  in  I  looked  into  the  monument, 
Galilee  ?  *  he  law  only  the  linnen  rollers 


fuch  a  prodigious  quantity  of  aromatic  fpket,  apap*7*>r,  that  of  the 
frankineenje  and  cinnamon  there  was  formed  a  figure  of  Sylla  as  large  ns 
life.  This  paffage  (hews  what  thefe  aei>ju«tTct  were,  that  they  were 
trices,  and  not  wet  as  Grotiu.*  fnppofes. 

*  *  h.Ttfitfetv  fhould  ’have  been  rendered,  fuddenly  appeared.  Conuilt 
H.  K.  174.  -4*  *01.  Pint.  p.  1O30.  Edit.  St-J.  Gr.  Sttpb.  Luke, 

ii.  o.  .Acb,  xxiii.  57.  See  Note  on  Acts  xxiii.  *7. 

t*Tke  original  is  very  expicluve— robes  (hat  (hot  lightening. 


Chap,  xxiv.  by 

lying  along — Being  convin¬ 
ced  that  the  body  was  gone, 
he  went  back  towards  the 
city,  loft  in  alhonilhment  and 
wonder  at  fp  ft  range  an  e- 
vent. 

§—13  After  this*  on  the 
fame  day,  as  two  of  the  dif- 
ciples  were  going  to  Em- 
maus,  a  village  fixty  furlongs 
diftant  from  Jerufalem, 

14  and  converfi  ng  on  the 
road  011  all  the  late  remark¬ 
able  events : 

15  While  they  were  ea¬ 
gerly  dilculfing  the  fobjeft, 
and  were  now  mutually  en¬ 
gaged  in  warm  debate — they 
were  joined  by  Jefus. 

16  But  their  faculties  were 
fo  entirely  fufpended  and  en¬ 
grafted  in  the  conference,  that 
they  did  not  narrowly  obferve 
and  recognife  his  perfon. 

1 7  Jefus  faid  to  them 
What  is  the  fubjeft  that  hath 
fo  warmly  interefted  you  on 
the  road,  and  which  appears 
to  have  funk  you  in  fo  much 
gloom  and  dejection  ? 

18  One  of  them  whole 
name  was  Cleopas  faid  to 

him  —  Art  thou  the  only  fo¬ 
reigner  in  Jerufalem,  that  are 
nor  acquainted  with  the  fig- 
mi  events  that  have  lately 
happened  ? 

1 9  What  events  ?  he  faid 
—  The  diftinguifhed  trani- 

■  w 

actions,  they  replied,  of  one 
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Jefus,  a  native  of  Nazareth, 
a  moft  illuftrious  prophet, 
who  exhibited  to  the  world 
the  moft  amazing  miracles, 
and  delivered  tlie  moft  fub- 
lime  and  heavenly  doctrines 
to  all  the  people  of  J ud«ea. 

20  Haft  thou  nor  heard 
how  this  eminent  perlonage 
was  by  the  high  priefts  and 
our  Sanhedrim  publickly  con¬ 
demned  and  crucified  ? 

21  We  indeed  flattered 
ourfclvcs  with  the  fond  fan- 
guine  hope,  that  this  was 
the  very  perfon  who  was  to 
have  procured  Tfrael  com¬ 
plete  deliverance  and  felicity 
—  Know,  however,  that  this 
is  the  third  day  fince  his  exe¬ 
cution. 

22  We  have  alfo  been 
greatly  alarmed  by  fame  wo¬ 
men  who  were  our  friends, 
who  went  very  early  to  vifit 
the  tomb-, 

23  for  on  their  return  to 
us  they  reported  that  the  bo¬ 
dy  was  gone,  and  that  they 
had  leen  an  apparition  of  an¬ 
gels,  who  a  flu  red  them  that 
he  was  reftored  to  life. 

•  24  Some  too  of  our  com¬ 
panions  went  to  the  tomb, 
and  found  every  circumftance 
true  which  the  woman  had 
related  -r^They  were  convin¬ 
ced  by  ocular  demonftration 
that  the  body  was  not  there. 

25  He  then  laid  to  them 

T  3  — 1 0 


Luke. 


*The  Hiftory  of  Jesus  Chap.  xxiv. 


*—  O  how  inattentive  and  in-  1  God,  he  broke  and  diftribut- 
confiderate  you  are  !  How  ed  it  among  them. 

'Unwilling  to  believe  all  the  3 1  This  action  at  once 
mod  plain  and  exprefs  pre-  drew  their  eyes  and  attention 
di&ions  Of  the  -prophets !  upon  him— They  knew  him 

26  Was  not  the  Melfiah  —  but  he  *  inftantly  quitted 
to  fubmit  to  all  this  feries  them. 

of  forrows,  before  he  Ihould  32  Then  they  turned  in  a- 
be  invefted  with  the  illuftri-  mazement  to  one  another  and 
ous  dignity  and  honours  of  faid — What  ftupidity  not  to 
his  glorious  kingdom  ?  know  his  perfon  before — for 

27  He  then  adduced  and  were  not  our  hearts  inflamed 
explained  to  them  all  the  pro-  with  lacred  ardor,  while  he 
phecies  refpefting  himfelf  in  was  difeourfing  with  us  on  the 
a  regular  order  from  Mofes  road  and  interpreting  to  us 
down  to  the  latefl  prophets,  the  holy  feriptures ! 

28  When  they  were  £ot  33  They  got  up  that  mo- 

to  the  village,  whither  they  ment  and  went  back  to  the 
intended  at  fitft  to  go,  he  city  to  impart  the  happy  news 
feemed  defirouh  to  have  pro-  to  the  reft  of  the  difciples  and 
ceeded  farther  5  their  attendants — whom  they 

29  But  they  foli cited  him  found  all  aflembled  together, 

in  the  mofl  importunate  terms  34  But  the  moment  they 
to  lodge  with  them  that  night,  entered,  the  company  in  an 
as  the  day  was  tar  declined —  eeftafy  of  joy  cried  out  — — 
They  at  laft  prevailed  upon  Jefus  is  mod  certainly  rifen  ! 
him,  and  he  went  along  with '  Simon  Peter  hath  feen  him ! 
them.  3  5  Then  they  two  recount- 

.  30  When  heifat  down  with  ed  all  the  circumftances  that 
them  to  fupper,  he  took  bread,  ;  had  occurred  in  the  road  to 
and  after,  offering  up  bis  de-  |  Emmaus,  and  how  they  were 

vout  acknowledgments  to  [  convinced  of  the  identity  of 

■ 


■  Thus  is  ufed  —  and  not  that  our  Lord  v mujbtdy  as  if  he 

had  no  rtel  body.  AwS-J11  tt  Tty'  «t ^rr©-  a  «r  ; 

Into  what  country  hath  the  herdftuan  fuddtalj  Jit 4  ?  Thtocrit*  Eii  iv.  5. 
Jnatrtt*  fays  of  the  fwalW, 

XltftVft  4*  Ilf  *9*97  &■ 

H  Nsiaw  »  *9t  Mtfittr*  Ode  xxxiit,  4, 

Off*  ftn  jinn  k,<u 

4*n  — —  JL  T .  303  ♦ 

his 
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his  perfon,  when  his  peculiar  I  being  ftHl  iufpended  by  aa 
manner  before  flipper  nad  fix- 1  excels  of  rapture  sod  stamp¬ 
ed  their  attention  to  it.  .  [  mcnt,  to  give  them  farther 

36  W  hi!e  they  were  relat-  [  proofs  of  the  realityofhis  per- 

ing  thefe  circumftances,  and  I  Ion,  he  defired  they  Would 
every  one's  attention  was  to*  [  give  him  feme  visuals, 
taiiy  engrofied  by  the  account  1  42  They  brought  to  him- 

— Jefus  came  unperceived,  t  part  of  a  broiled  filh  and  feme 
and  Handing  in  the  midft  oft  honey  comb. 

them  accofted  them  with  the  I  43  Then  he  took  and  cat 
ufual  falutation— May  uni*  [before  all  the  company, 
verfal  happinefs  attend  you !  I  44  He  then  find  to  them 

37  They  were  inttaiitty  |  — *-I  told  you  in  the  moft  ex- 
fcized  with  the  laH  terrour  I  plicit  manner:  in  many  for- 
and  confternation — for  they  [  mer  conversions  that  all  the 
believed  they  faw  a  fpe&re.  I  predictions  rotating  to  myfelf 

3  8  J efus  then  faid  to  them  1  in  the  law  of  Mofes,  in  the 
——Why  are  ye  thus  intimi- 1 fubfcquent  prophets,  and- in 

dated  ? - Why  do  ye  fuller  [the  pul  mi,  wem  to  rteeiVe 

fuch  frightful  images  to  |  ah  e*a&  accomplifhment. 
fei/.e  your  minds  and  to  fill]  45  He  then  difpelled  the 
you  with  fuch  perturbation  |  prejudices  that  before  cloud- 
anil  horror  ?  cd  their  mtfidf — —  and  made 

39  View  attentively  my  them  fee  the  original  interiti- 
hands  and  my  feet  — —  Con-  on  and  defign  or  the  prophe- 
vince  yourielves  of  the  iden-  cies  in  the  moft  clear  and  per- 
tity  of  my  perfon — contemp-  fpicuous  lights 

late  and  handle  me — A  fpec-  46  He  concluded  with  fay- 
tie  hath  not  flefh  and  bones w,  ing— -Thefe  are  the  exprefs 
as  you  have  ocular  and  fenft-  predictions  of  feripture— the 
ble  proof  that  I  have.  plain  tenor  of  which  is.  That 

40  Having  faid  this  he  the  Meffiah  was  to  fuffer  and 

fhowed  to  every  one  of  them  die — that  on  the  third  day  he 
his  hands  and  his  feet — and  was  to  rife  from  the  grave- 
bad  them  remark  the  fears  47  —  that  repentance  and 
with  which  they  were  impref-  remifllon  of  fins  were  to  be 
fed.  proclaimed  in  his  name,  to 

41  But  the  belief  of  feme  every  nation  in  the  univerfe 

w  AAA*  ecuTti  J'u*  tri  Cforvr,  ort  x:r  Ti$<tyvn, 

Ou  yxf  iTt  cxfMt  Tt  *«t $  ec«<*  mt  Otiff.  A.  ai7>  *18. 

T  4  —that 
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that  the  firft  preachers  I  out  of  the  city  as  far  as  Beth- 
were  to  open  their  comm  if*  I  any— -there  he  lifted  up  his 
fion  in  Jerufalem  —  'and  from  I  hands  and  pronounced  his 
this  etty,  as  a  center,  to  dif- 1  bleffing  upon  them, 
fufe  the  joyful  tidings  of  this  |  51  While  he  was  engaged 

difpenfation  to  the  extremities  l  in  this  pious  office  —  he  was 
of  the  globe.  j  taken  up  from  them,  and 

4.8.  And  do  you  be  the  pub-  I  conveyed  to  heaven, 
lie  witnefies  of  thefe .fads  in  I  52  Struck  with  this  amaz- 
the  world.  Ling  fpeflacle  they,  proft rated 

•49  .Be  afiured  that  you  [  themfelves — and  after  paying 
fhall  receive  flhofe  fpiritual  I  him  divine  honours  *,  return- 
endowments  which  my  hea- 1  ed  to  Jerufalem,  plated  with 
venly  father  hath  prom  1  fed  to  I  the  moft  rapturous  joy. 
impart  to  you-^r-But  continue  j  53  And  conftantly  every 

at  Jerufalem  ’till  you  are  in-  |  day  they  reforted  to  the  tern- 
vetted  with  thefe:  divine  pow- 1  pie— with  the  devouteft  fer- 
ers.  I  vour  praifing  and  celebrating 

§—50  Having  given  them  [  God  for  all  thefe  great  and 
thefe  inftruftionp,  he  fed  them  I  diftinguifhed  events. 

■  4  m 

*  4 

4 

4  » 

*  Bccaufe  he  w»  now  consulted,  by  the  fupremp  Being,  the  univerfai 
governor  of  all  things. 
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i  T)  EFORF,  the  origin 

£>  of  this  world  exifted 
the  LOGOS 1 — who  was  then 
with  the  Supreme  God — and 
was  himfelf  a  divine  perfon. 

2  He  exifted  with  the  Su¬ 
preme  Being,  before  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  earth  was  laid : 

3  For  this  moft  eminent 
perfonage  did  the  Deity  fole- 
ly  employ  in  the  formation  of 
this  world,  and  of  every  thing 
it  con  tains. 

4  This  exalted  fpirit  af- 
fumed  human  life — and  from 


conquered  and  difpelled  that 
gloomy  darknefs,  in  which  it 
was  inveloped  *. 

6  To  uflier  this  divine  per¬ 
fonage  into  the  world,  and  to 
prepare  men  for  his  recepti¬ 
on,  God  previoufly  commif- 
honed  and  font  J ohn  the  Bap- 

tilt 

7  This  prophet  came  to 
give  public  notice  that  a  glo¬ 
rious  light  Would  Ihortly  ap¬ 
pear — to  excite  all  the  Jews 
to  credit  and  receive  this 
great  roeflenger  of  God. 

8  John  himfelf  openly  dis¬ 
avowed  all  pretenfions  to  this 
exalted  c  ha  rafter— de  clar  i  n  2 , 


his  incarnation  the  moft  pure 

and  lacred  emanations  of  I  that  be  was  only  appointed  of 

^  J - Republic  informa- 

» illullrious  perfon- 


light  were  derived  to  illumi¬ 
nate  mankind : 

5  This  light  (hot  its  beams 
into  a  benighted  world— and 


& 


agre. 

u 


9  That  divine  perfon  was 


y  The  Platonifisx  whofe  Philofophy  obtained  among  the  Jews  at  this 
time,  and  particularly  Phil*,  fjpeaSc  of  Reason  as  a Being  inferior  and 
fubordinate  to  the  Supreme  God.  “  The  material  World  was  made 
after  the  iikenefs  of  the  ftamd  God,  who  is  the  Reason  of  the  fapreme 
God,  Or  inv  sjts/nr  AorOS.  Philo  apud  Eufeb.  Prep.  vii.  iyn  In 
his  book  of  Hvfauutrjf  he  alfo  calls  Reason  God's  firjl  bom  fon,  'zpu- 

To>or©*  u/©*»  p.  152." 

*  Alluding  to  that  pure  and  perfect  Difpeniation  of  Religion  which' 
be  introduced  among  mankind, 

the 


2%2 
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the  true  light  —  which  with 
its  facred  rays  illuminates  e- 
very  rational  being. 

to  This  exalted  Being 
formed  the  world — did  after¬ 
wards  make  his  public  ap¬ 
pearance  in  it — but  it  reject¬ 
ed  him. 

u  He  made  his  public 
appearance  among  his  own 
favourite  nation  the  Jews  — 
but  his  own  favourite  nation 
repulfed  him. 

12  But  thofeof  the  Gen¬ 
tiles,  who  embraced  his  doc¬ 
trines,  and  were  firmly  per- 
fuaded  of  the  truth  and  au¬ 
thority  of  his  religion,  he  in- 
vefted  with  the  diftinguifhed 
privilege  of  the  Tons  of  God. 

13  This  fingular  and  fa- 
cred  privilege  thefe  Heathen 
countries  did  not  derive  from 
any  lineal  delcent,  from  any 
eminent  piety  and  virtue  of 
their  progenitors,  or  from  a- 
ny  efforts  of  human  wifdom 
and  philofophy — the  benig¬ 
nity  of  Goa  folely  conferred  it 
upon  them. 

14  The  LOGOS  aflumed 

human-  nature,  and  refided  a- 
mong  us — communicating  to 
mankind  the  moil  facred  and 


heavenly  truths  . and  we 

were  fpcctators  of  all  the  3- 
ftonifbing  tranfaftions  of  ills 

life - by  which  he  demon 

ft  rated  himfelf  to  us  to  be  the 
diftinguilhed  favourite  of  hea¬ 
ven  *. 

§ — *5  John  the  Baptift 
gave  the  moft  explicit  tefti- 
mony  of  his  perlbn  and  cha- 
r after,  by  making  the  follow¬ 
ing  public  proclamation  — 
44  This,  this  is  the  very  per- 
fon  I  referred  to,  when  I  told 
you.  That  my  fuccefibr 
would  be  a  perfon  of  greate  r 
dignity  and  eminence  than 
myfelf. 

16  “  This  is  the  perfon, 
from  the  immenle  plenitude, 
of  whofe  love  and  benignity 
it  is  that  we  b  have  received 
a  glorious  and  perfeft  dilpcn- 
fation  to  fuperfede  and  vacate 
the  former, 

1 7  44  for  the  law  was  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  Moles  —  but  a 
nobler  fcheme,  replete  with 
benignity  and  the  moft  im¬ 
portant  truths,  is  now  pub- 
liihed  by  Jcfus  the  Meftiah. 

1 8  44  None  of  the  former 
law-givers  had  any  perfonal 
intercouries  with  the  Deity 


*  Only  Straiten  means  the  objeft  of  one’s  for  deft  affections :  fuch  as 
an  attly  child  is.  This  term  is  applied  to  Chrifi,  to  fttow  us,  how  ele¬ 
vated  and  diftinguilhed  his  ftation  was  amongft  the  orders  of  ccleftial 
fpirits. 

b  As  this  is  a  Prophecy,  John  {peaks  here,  as  other  Prophets  do,  of 
thin vi  future  as  f  rtf  tat.  'xjtpiv  wnt  means,  the  Cbrtflion  Dif- 

peniation  inf  tad  of  the  Jevjifb. 

but 
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—  but  this  ttioft  illuftrious  “  I  am  the  voice  of  an  her- 
favourite  of  heaven  hath  been  aid  making  public  proclama- 
admitted  into  the  bofom  of  tion  in  the  folitude,  O  pre- 
thc  Father,  and  is  enabled  to  pare  for  the  fpeedy  advent  of 
communicate  to  mankind  the  the  Mefliah  !  —  Make  a  foft 
cleareft  difeoveries  of  his  per-  and  eafy  path  for  his  (acred 
fe&ions  and  counfels.”  fteps. 

§ — 19  This  alfo  is  another  24  (The  perions  who  were 
teftimony  that  John  the  Bap-  fent  from  Jerufelem  to  pro- 
tift  gave  publickly  to  Jefus,  pofe  thefe  queftions  were, 
when  the  Sanhedrim  deputed  Pharifees) 
a  number  of  priefts  and  lc-  25  What  hath  then  induc- 
vites  to  interrogate  him  con*  ed  you,  they  continued,  to 
cerning  his  pretentions,  and  baptize  in  tpis  public  man- 
to  receive  a  categorical  an-  ner,  if  you .  are  neither  the 
fwer  from  him,  who  he  was.  Mefliah,  nor  Elias,  nor  any 

20  The  anfwer  he  gave  to  other  of  the  antient  prophets? 
this  folemn  meflage  was  not  26  He  replied— I  admini- 
evafive— it  was  plain  and  ex-  fler  only  w$ter 4  baptifm  — — 
plicit  —  I  really  am  not  the  But  there  is  a  perfon  now  a* 

Mefliah.  mong  you,  who  is  appointed 

21  They  then  afleed  him,  to  be  myfucceflor — but  with 
Are  you  Elias  ?  —He  faid  he  whofe  character  you  are  not 
was  not-— Are  you  any  of  the  as  yet  acquainted — 

old  prophets  reftored  to  life  *  ?  27  he  is  pofiefied  of  inti- 

— He  replied,  I  am  not.  nitely  fuperiour  eminence  and 

22  They  faid  to  him— Sa-  dignity  than.l  am— for  whom 
tisfy  us  then  who  you  are—  l  deem  not  myfelf  worthy  to 
for  we  were  publickly  com-  (loop  and  do  die  meaneft  of- 
miflioned  to  make  thefe  en-  fice. 

quiries  of  you,  and  muft  re-  28  The  above  tranfaiflions 
port  your  anfwer  —  What  is  happened  at  e  Bethabara, 
the  character  you  aflu me  ?  the  great  paflage  over  J or- 

23TothisJohnanfweredin  dan,  where  John  was  then 
the  wordsof  the  prophet  Ifaiah  baptizing. 

c  This  is  a  proof  that  the  Jews  had  now  adopted  the  Platonic  Philofophy 
- - one  dodrine  of  which  was,  the  Tranjmigration  of  Souls,  here  men¬ 
tioned. 

d  Meaning,  that  the  Meffab'i  would  be  of  a  different  nature.  See  Ads 

‘  Pet  hub  or  a  flgnihes,  the  bovft  of faffa^c* 


§—29 
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§-—29  The  day  after  this  iee  the  fpirit  defeend  and  reft, 
John  the  Baptift  defcried  Je-  was  the  very  perfon,  who 
lus  at  feme  diftance  as  he  was  fliould  baptize  with  the  holy 
advancing  towards  him — and  fpirit. 
inftarttiy  cried  out,  in  rap-  34  #*  This  *  amazing  phre- 
ture,  to  the  ifurrounding  nomenon  I  faw— — and  I  tie- 
multitude — u  Behold  yonder  dare  to  you  in  the  molt  fo- 
is  the  amiable  object  of  the  lemn  manner.  That  this  per- 
divine  love,  who  is  appoint-  fon  is  the  fon  of  God  V* 
ed  to  reform  mankind !  § — 35  The  ‘next  day  as 

30  ‘‘  This  is  the  very  per-  John  was  Handing  along 

fon  1  referred  to  when  1  told  with  two  of  his  difciples, 
you.  That  my  fucpeflbr  would  36  he  dilcovercd  Jefus,  at 
be  a  perfonage  bf  infinitely  fomc  diftance,  walking — and 
greater  dignity  and  eminence  faid.  Behold  the  amiable  fa- 
than  niyfelf.  vourite  of  heaven  ! 

31  “I  did  not  know  that  37  His  two  difciples,  hear- 
this  was  the  per  fin,  before  I  ing  thefe  expreffions,  imme- 
baptized  him  —  1  only  knew  diately  went  after  Jefus. 

my felf  to  have,  a  divine  com-  I  38  He  turning,  and  fee- 
million  to  ad  mini  Her  baptifm,  ing  them  follow  him,  laid  to 
in  order  that  by  this  means  I  them, 
ms  character  might  be  pub-  j  39  "What  induces  you  to 
lickly  known  and  difeovered  I  follow  me?— ‘They  afkcd 
by  the  Jews.**  I  him,  in  the  mod  refpedtful 

32  John  gave  this  exprefs  |  manner,  where  he  lodged, 
teftimony  of  him  —  **  I  few  I  40  He  faid  to  them,  if  you 
the  fpirit  defeend  from  the  [will  attend  me  1  will  Ihow 
iky  with  the  rapidity  of  a  I  you  —  They  accompanied 
dove,  and  light  upon  him.  [  him,  it  being  now  about  ten 

.  33  “  Before  this,  I  did  not  I  o’clock — and  fpent  that  day 
know  that  he  was  this  great  [  with  him. 
and  illuftrious  prophet  — •  j  41  One  of  thefe  two  who 
When  I  faw  this  circum-  j  heard  John  utter  thefe  ex- 
ftance,  1  was  immediately  j  preifions,  and  whofe  curiofity 
convinced  of  the  identity  of  [  was  excited  to  follow  Jefus, 
his  perfon — becaufe  that  Be-  [was  Andrew,  Simon  Peter’s 
ing,  from  whom  I  received  j  brother, 
my  com to  ..baptize,  I  42  He,  after  this  interview 
fuggefted  to  my  mind.  That  j  and  converfetion  with  Jefus, 
the  man  on  whom  I  ihould  inftantly  went  to  find  his  bro- 

3  ther 


£y  }  o  h  w. 


ther  Peter — and  the  moment  I  Follow  me,  and  converfc  with 
he  met  With  him  cried  out,  in  I  him. 
the  higheft  tranfport  <— -  We  j  48  As  Nathanael  was  ad- 

have  found  the  great  Mefliah!]  vancing  towards  him,  Jefus 
43  He  then  brought  him  |  laid  to  thofe  who  flood  by 
directly  to  Jefus — The  inilant  — Behold  a  true  and  genuine 
Peter  came  in,  Jefus  fixed  I  Ifraelite !  a  rtan  who  pofTefies 
his  eyes  upon  him,  and  faid  I  an  heart  .entirely  free  from  all 

—  You  are  the  fon  of  Jonas  J  infincerity ! 

—and  your  name  is  SimOn '  49  .Nathanael  faid  to  him 

—  but  your  fumajne  (ball  be  —  How  is  it  poffible  for  you 

Peter  *.  to  know  any  thing  of  my  real 

§ — 44  The  day  following  character  ?  —  Jefus  replied, 
Jefus  ptirpoled  to  go  into  Ga- 1  Before  Philip  (poke  to  you, 
lilee— -and  happening  to  meet  J I  was  a  witrjefs  of  your  pri- 
with  Philip,  laid  to  him,  Fol- 1  vate k  tranfadiion,  when  you 
low  me.  j  was  under  the  fig-tree. 

45  Philip  was  an  inhabi-j.  50  Upon  this  Nathanael 

tant  of  Bethfaida  —  the  fame  I  in  aftomflintcnc  cried  out, 
town  in  which  Andrew  and  Divine  inftru&or!  Thou  art 
Peter  lived.  the  fon  of  God  !  Thou  art 

46  Philip  meets  with  Na-  the  great  Meffiah  and  Law- 
thanacl,  and  in  an  extafy  of  |  givct  oF  Ifrael ! 

joy  cried  out — We  have  cer-  51  Jefus  faid  to  him — Doll 
tainly  found  that  divine  per-  thou  acknowledge  me  to  be 
fon  whom  Mofes  and  all  the  the  Mefiiah,  becaufe  I  di£ 
fubfequent  prophets  have  fo  j  covered  that  I  was  conlcious 

diftindlly  deferibed - -His  I  of  what  thoU  didll  in  filence 

name  is  Jefus,  the  fon  of  Jo-  land  fecrecy  under  the  fig- 
leph  of  Nazareth.  I  tree  ?  —  Be  allured  that  thy 

47  Is  it  poffible,  replied  I  faith  in  me  lhall  be  confirm- 
Nathanacl,  that  any  thing  led  by  more  ftriking  and  il* 
that  is  good  can  come  from  J  luftrious  proofs : 

fo  obfeure  and  wicked  a  place  j  52  For  you  lhall,  for  the 
as  Nazareth  —  Philip  faid,  J  future,  behold  the  moft  fig- 


1  Tho’  he  had  never  feen  him  before,  he  faluted  him,  immediately, 
by  his  name  and  his  fat  far's  name. 

t  Which  fignifie*  a  prophetically  referring  to  his  laying  the  firft 
fu:  >  Jatkn  of  the  ChriRian  church.  See  AfU. 

’•  Probably,  he  had  been  praying. 


nal 


♦ 
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nal  interpofitions  of  heaven, 
in  my  favour — you  fiiall  fee 
the  Iky  fever,  and  the  Wef- 
fed  angels  defcend  to  efeort 
the  fon  of  man  bp  to  the  ce- 
leftial  regions '* 

CHAP.  II. 


iriage  celebrated  in  Cana  of j 
Galilee — and  thje  mother  of 
Jefus  was  one  of  the  compa¬ 
ny. 

2  Jefus  and  the  four  difei- 
ples  above-mentioned  were 
alfe  invited  to  the  nuptial  en¬ 
tertainment. 

3  Thctr  wine  proving  de¬ 
ficient,  his  mother  faid  to 
him-^-SoA  l  the  wine  is  quite 
exhautted ! 

4  Jefus  laid  to  her —  Mo¬ 
ther!  it  is  not  for  youk  to 
dictate  to  me  When  I  am  to 
exert  my  miraculous  power 
-—The  time  of  my  public 

mini  (try  in  this  country  is  not 
yet  arrived. 

5  His  mother  calls  the 

Waiters,  and  fays— Whatever 

> 

<r 


my  (on  bids  you  do,  be  fure 
you  obey  him. 

6  There  were  in  the  houfe 
fix  ftone  water-  vefiels,  placed 
according  to  the  Jewifh  rite 
of  purification,  which  con¬ 
tained  each  about  two  or 
three  firkins. 

7  Jefus  faid  to  the  fer- 
vants — Fill  thefe  vefiels  with 
water— They  filled  them  all 

up  to  the  top. 

8  Jefus  then  laid  —  Draw 
out  fomc  of  the  liquor,  and 
cany  it  to  the  governour  of 
the  read;. 

.  9  When  the  matter  of  the 
ceremonies  tatted  the  water, 
now  converted  into  moft  ex¬ 
cellent  wine — he  was  attonilh- 
ed  —  he  could  not  imagine 
how  they  obtained  it  —  The 
fervants  only, w  ho  had  brought 
him  the  liquor  knew  this  — 
He  inttantly  calls  the  bride¬ 
groom  to  him, 

10  and  lays — It  is  always 
cuftomary  at  an  entertain¬ 
ment  to  bring  out  the  beft 
wine  when  the  tafte 

of  the  company  is  blunted 
with  drinking  it  is  ufual  to 


5  Referring  to  hit  Afctajitn, 

k  The  phrafe  nt  *  j uti  *<t  t  9ot  pnght  rather  to  have  been  tranflated. 
What  have  you  to  do  with  me.  Thus  Anacnm: 


Mtdff  **  /it,  (tforn  dtan, 

OuS'tr  tet  991  rt  xf/xn-  Ode  24.  356. 

Corroding  caret !  let  me  be  free : 

What  have  you  to  do  with  me. 

2 


Chap.  ii. 


s 

^  John 


bring  them  wine  of  aninferi- 1  out  of  the  temple  all  the  fel- 
our  lore — You  have,  itfcems,  1  lers,  and  the  oxen  and  flieep 
reverfed  this  cuftom — for  you  j  they  expofed  to  fale,  over- 
have  referved  your  belt  wine  1  turned  che  tables  of  the 
to  the  lajt.  I  bankers,  and  fcattercd  their 

1 1  This  miracle,  which  I  money  upon  the  pavement : 
Jefus  now  performed  in  Cana,  I  16  Saying  to  thofe  who 
was  the  firft  that  he 1  publick-  I  fold  doves.  Take  away  thefe 

iy  wrought - Here  it  was  j  (lands  inftantly  out  of  the 

that  he  firft  openly  difplayed  I  temple,  and  convert  not  my 
that  tranfcendent  power  with,  j  father’s  houie  into  a  conveni- 
which  he  was  endowed — by  j  ent  place  for  you  to  tranfaft 
which  his  four  difciples  were  Ifuch  fordid  and  mercenary 
convinced  that  he  was  the  [  commerce. 

Mefliah.  J  17  Thefe  tranfadtions 

§ — 1 2  After  this  he  went  I  brought  to  the  difciples  re¬ 
down  to  Capernaum,  accom-  j-  mcmbrance  the  following  ap- 
panied  with  hb  mother,  his  polite  paflage  of  fcripture  — 
brothers,  and  hb  difciples  j  “  The  flame  of  thy  zeal  for 
—  butfpent  only  a  few  days  [the  honour1  of  the  temple 
in  that  town,  j  hath  devoured  thee.” 

13  For  the  Jewilh  paflover  I  18  After  this  the  Jews 

was  near,  and  he  went  up  to  I  came  about  him  and  faid  — 
Jerufalem  to  celebrate  that]  What  proof  do  you  produce 
lblemn  feftival.  I  of  your  being  authorized  to 

14  Upon  his  entering  the  J  adt  in  this  public  manner  ? 
temple  he  found  great  num-  j  19  Jefus  replied — Demo- 
bers  of  men  induftrioufly  em- 1  lilh  this  temple — and  in  three 
ployed  in  felling  oxen,  (beep  j  days  time  1  will  eredfc  it  in 
and  doves  for  the  facrifice,  j  all  its  former  perfection  and 
and  the  bankers  fltting  in  glory. 

their  offices,  and  engaged  in  20  The  Jews  anfwered— • 
giving  Jewilh  coin  in  ex*  ;Thb  temple  was  the  labour 
change  for  foreign.  of  fix  and  forty  years  —  and 

j  5  When  he  law  this  bufy  art  thou  able  to  rear  fuch  'a 
feene,  he  made  a  fcourge  —  vaft  and  ftately  ftrudture  in 
and  with  an  authority,  which  three  days ! 
none  could  refill,  expelled  | 


1  Bccau/e  it  appears  that  he  had  before  wrought  frivete  miracles,  by 
a i-  mother  kidding  the  waiters  obey  bun. 


21  Jefus 
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21  Jefus  only  meant  the 
temple  of  his  body. 

22  This  incident  of  his 
life  the  difciples  ^ecollefted 
after  his  refurredtion — and  it 
ferved  to  eftablifh  their  belief 
in  thofe  prophecies  which  pre¬ 
dicted  his  death,  and  to  con¬ 
firm  the  truth  of  thofe  dif- 
courfes,  in  which  he  had 
foretold  his  crucifixion  and 
reftoration  to  life. 

23  During  this  feftival, 
which  he  celebrated  in  Jeru- 
falem,  many.w^re  convinced 
that  he  was  the  Meffiah  by  I 
the  amazing  miracles,  which 
they  faw  him  perform. 

24  Jefus  however  did  not 
repofe  any  fanguine  confi¬ 
dence  m  their  fideliry  to 
him  m  —  for  •  he  perfectly 
knew  the  principles  and  dif- 
pofitions,  by  which  all  men 
were  actuated. 

25  Nor  had  he  occafion 
for  any  man  to  atteft  the' 


character  of  another — for  he 
infallibly  knew  by  what  in¬ 
ternal  lprings  and  motives 
every  perfon  was  governed. 

CHAP.  III. 

1  nPHERE  was  a  Phari- 
*  fee  called  "  Nicode- 
mus,  a  member  of  the  San¬ 
hedrim. 

■  • 

2  This  gentleman  private¬ 
ly  ftole  to  jefus  in  the  filence 
of  the  night  to  have  an  inter¬ 
view  with  him— and  thus  ac- 

* 

corted  him — Illullrious  teach¬ 
er  !  wc  conclude  that  you  are 

inverted  with  a  divine  com- 

■ 

million  to  inftruft  mankind, 
from  the  ftupendous  miracles 
you  perform*——  fuch  as  it  is 

impofiible  for  any  perfon  to 
exhibit,  if  not  delegated  and 
authorized  by  the  Deity. 

3  Jefus  laid  to  him — Let 
me  lolemnly  afiure  you  that 
if  any  man’s  notions  be  not 
rectified  \  and  he  be  born 


m  Becaufe  lie  ki?ew  that  the  great  and  leading  men  would  prevail 
with  them  to  abjure  his  canfe,  and  renounce  their  attachment  to  him. 
It  appear  from  Jofephuty  as  well  9s  the  New  Ttflamtnt,  that  the  Popu¬ 
lace  was  entirely  ac  the  devotion  of  the  Pharifttu  Tbo-ccvt nr  /«  ft 
iny  ivyy*  74*  TAs^i/,  tet  **t  nor a  71  Xiynrtcy 

Kara,  atyjitfut,  iwfiep  ir/rintc&j.  •**  They  had  fuch  prodigious  influence 
on  the  populace,  that  whatever  they  {poke  even  againft  an  Emperor  or 
an  Highprieft  was  inflandy  credited, by  them.”  J»j.  Ant .  Lib.  1 3.  C.  10. 
\  5.  Hudf.  This  paffage  excellently  explains,  what  would  be.  other- 
wile  abfolutely  unaccountable,  that  the  famt  people  were  capable  of  cry- 
\ng  ffofantta  /  and  trucifyl  almoft  with  the  famt  breath. 

n  Nicodcmus  is  a  Greet  proper  name,  and  occurs  in  Plutarch's  I.ife  of 
FilofiJai .  NecdTary  indeed  tor  that  poor  wretch  Nuodtmiu.  Edit.  Sicph. 
8vo.  p.  509.  1  ' 

*  The.delign  of  Nicodemus’  vifit  to  our  l.or.d  was  to  foynd  him  about 
crofting  a  feeular  kingdom.  Jefus  knew  his  defign  —  and  expofea  tho 
folly  and  abfurdity  of  his  expectation  of  temporal  grandeur. 

from 
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from  above  p,  he  will  not  cm*  |  jhall  be  the  progrefe  of  the 
brace  the  gofpel.  I  gofpel,  and  converts  to  it  be 

4  To  this  Nicodcmus  •  re- 1  collected  in  every  climate, 

plied— -How  is  it  poflible  for  i  9  Nicodemus  anfwered— 

a  man  advanced  in  years  to  j  How  is  it  poflible  that  thefe 
receive  a  fecond  birth  ?  j  events  fhould  ever  happen  ! 

5  Jelus  anfwered — fuffer  j  10  J eftis  replied— Cart  fo 

me  in  the  moft  folemnman- j  learned  and  celebrated  a  Rab- : 
ner  to  declare.  If  any  one  is-J  bibeignorantf  of  thefe  truths ! 
not  morally  regenerated,  and  I  .  1 1  I  can  iblemnly  afliire 
is  not  what  the  wafhing  with  I  you  that  I  fjbeak  from  cer- 
water  figuratively  imports,  |  tain  knowledge;  and  afteft 
he  will  not  be  difpofed  to  j  only  fads,  for  the  veracity  of 
embrace  the  gofpeL  |  of  which  I  have  had  the  moft 

6  There  is  a  q  literal,  and  I  undoubted  evidence — and  yet 
there  is  a  figurative*  birth.  [  you  are  not  difpofed  to  credit 

7  You  need  not  exprefs  I  my  teftimony^ 

furprife  at  my  averting  that  I  12  If  I  tell  you  thefe  plain 
the  notions  of  you  Jews  muft  i  and  Ample  tHiths  and  you 
be  rectified,  and  yourfelves  be  I  will .  not  credit  them— how 
born  from  above.  j  cOuld  you  relifh  and  embrace 

8  As  the  wind  blows  In  all]  ihore  foblime  and  myfterious 

di  regions  from  every  point  j  difeoveries  I 
—and  the*  the  found  of  it  1  13  None  -  of  the  former 

ftrike  the  ear,  yet  none  can  j  prophets  was  ever  admitted 
tell  from  what  repofitory  it  I  into  the  feats!  of  celeftial  joy 
comes,  or  what  regions  it  vi*  rift  order  to  atteft  to  men  the 
fits,  after  it  hathpafied  him— lb  J  reality  and  happinefs  of  this 
imperceptible  and  extenfive  J  ftatc— the  fon  of  man,  who  is 


p  AvvQei’  never  fignifies  again,  but  always  above.  ArotQiv  xar aCamr, 
a  deicent  from  above.  Plat.  Noma.  12a.  AyvBtv  jtjf  from  above 
the  ihip.  id.  Tbemfi.  p.  2 14.  Are  anf'n  tftTftttv  rev  that  no* 

thing  might  fall  from  above,  id.  Ptricl.  p.  303.  KctvjJW  ewmQw,  look¬ 
ing  from  above,  id.  Marcel,  p.  561.  An  afp  was  brought  among  ionic 
figs,  which  was  covered  over  with  leaves,  avtodtr  tort  KaA.v&du<ray.  id.' 
Antm.  1747.  Obfcrve  alfo  the  opposition  in  the  following  Paflage.  Qerr  a 
rt.Kha.)  t a.  f*fv  a onaBit  b/i*,  t<*  «P t  ajtvQtv.  Many  lights,  fome  from 
lilfiv,  fome  from  above .  Plutarch  Aratus,  p.  1 895 .  ifd.  Gr.  Steplt.  8vo. 
livery  good  gift  defeends  from  above,  xar aG  tutor  aruBtr.  James  i.  17. 
The  wifdom  that  cometh  from  above,  &n>Biv  raTtpy^utv*,  Ch.  iii.  15. 

1  The  words  trip!*  and  o(twi>tt  are  often  uled  to  ngnify  the  literal  and 
f,-; truth iv  fenfe.  See  Chap.  vi.  63. 
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defcended  on  earth,  was  the  |  the  greateft  authority  and 

only  perfon  that  ever  redded  I  power, 

in  t hole  blefled  abodes.  I  19  And  what  will  qfipofe 

14  But  as  Mofes  fixed  the  I  fuch  to  this  future  condem- 

brazen  ferpent  oh  a  pole  in  1  nation  is,  that  God  hath  been 
the  wildernefs  — in  the  fame  I  pleafed  to  diffufe  among  men 
manner  will  the  Ton  of  man  I  a  light  fo  tranfcendently  glo¬ 
be  elevated r,  I  rious  and  divine,  but  their 

15  in  order  that  all  thofe  I  judgments,  wilfully  deprav- 
who  embrace  his  religion  may  I  ed,  preferred  gloomy  dark- 
not  incut*  everlallling  deftruc- 1  nets  to  its  cheanng  and  fecrcd 
tion — ‘•but  obtain  a  blefled  I  beams. 

immortality  j  20  For  he  that  is  inflaved 

16  for  the  fupreme  God]  to  his  vices  abhors  the  light 

was  affefted  with,  fuch  im-l  of  troth  and  virtue,  and 
menfe  compafliqn  and  lovel  dreads  to  approach  it,  left  the 
for  the  hu  man  «aee,  that  he  j  deformity  of  his  conduct 
deputed  his  Ion  from  heaven]  Ihould  be  publickly  expofed : 
to  inftru&  tbem-«~in  order]  21  But  he  who  hath  a  fa- 
that  every  one  who  embraces  I  cred  regard  for  moral  good- 
and  obeys  his  religion  might]  nels  and  truth  advances  to 
not  finally  peri  (hi.  but  fecure  j  the  light  with  confcious  bold- 
everlafting  happinels.  I  nels — that  his  actions,  in  the 

.  1 7  For  the  benevolent  fa- 1  moft  confpicuous  manner, 
ther  of  the  univerfe  did  not]  may  appear  to  have  proceed- 
lend  his  Ion  to  condemn  and]  ed  from  religious  principles, 
pun ilh  mankind,  but  to  ret  ]  § — 22  After  this  inter¬ 

cue  and  fave  them  from  mife-  view  with  Nicodemus  Jefus 
ry  and  ruin.  j  and  his  difciples  retired  into 

1 8  He,  who  5s  convinced]  the  remote  parts  of  Judxa — 
of  the  truth  of  his  religion  j  where  he  continued  for  lome 
by  its  evidences,  (hall  not;]  time  aiid  baptized, 
be  finally  condemned  *— — I  23  John  too  at  die  fame 
but  he,  who  rejects  thefe  I  time  was  baptizing  at  a  place 
proofs,  is  already  condemn- ]  called  Enon  near  Salim, 
ed  —  hecaule  he  wilfully  re-  |  where  there  was  plcn  ty  0  i 
fufes  his  afient  to  the  eviden-  water  —  Hither  great  n uni¬ 
ces  of  a  •  perfon’a  million,  j  bers  reforted  and  were  bap- 

whoin  God  hath  invefted  with  tized  by  him. 


24  For 


1  Alluding,  to  bis  CrucifixUn* 
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24  For  the  events  hither¬ 
to  related  of  Jefus  happened 
before  John’s  impriforiment 
by  Herod. 

25  There  role  about  this 
time  a  warm  debate  between 
the  Jews  and  John’s  difciples 
concerning  the  efficacy  of 
their  matter’s  baptifm  for  the 
purpofes  of  purification. 

26  The  difciples  of  John 
therefore  came  to  him  and 
laid— —Sir!  the  perfon  you 
baptized  on  the  other  fide  of 
Jordan,  and  to  the  divinity 
of  whofe  charafter  you  gave 
fo  fignal  a  teftimony,  is  now 
baptizing— and  prodigious 
crowds  from  ail  parts  are 
flocking  to  him. 

27  John  replied-— —  “  A 
man  cannot  aft  above  that 
particular  com  million  and  of¬ 
fice,  which  have  beep  affign- 
cd  him  by  heaven. 

28  “  You  are  witnefies, 
that  I  afierted  in  the  moft  ex- 
prefs  terms  that  I  was  not 
the  Mefiiah  —  but  was  only 
lent  on  purpofe  to  ulher  and 
introduce  him  into  the  world, 
and  to  give  public  notice  of 
his  coming. 

29  “  As  the  bridegroom^ 

friend  fincerely  rejoices  to  hear 
him  exprefs  his  felicity,  and 
moll  cordially  fympathizes 
with  him  in  his  confcious  hap- 
pincls — fo  the  report  of  Jefus* 
increafing  fame  fills  my  bread 
with  the  higheft  tranfports : 
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30  “  For  tty  fame  will  di" 
•minilh,  bis  be  augmented. 

31  “  He  who  defeended 
on  earth  from  the  celeftlal  re¬ 
gions  hath  a  dignity  infinice- 
i  }y  fuperiour  to  all  others  — 

,  mine  original  is  purely  terref- 
’  trial,  and  my  knowlcge  is 
folely  confined  to  terrcilrial 
i  things — but  that  divine  per¬ 
fon  who  left  the  regions  of  im¬ 
mortality  is  a  moftlacred  and 
illuttrious  character. 

32  “  Bu«j  tho’  this  exalted 
perifonage  freely  publifhes 
and  folemnly  att efts  thofe 
heavenly  dodtrines,  which  he 
hath  received  from  the  moft 
intimate  and  endearing  con- 
verfe  with  the  Supreme  Fa¬ 
ther  in  the  manfions  of  eter¬ 
nal  happinefs— -yet  the  gene¬ 
rality  of  men  rejeft  his  tefti¬ 
mony. 

33  **  But  every  one,  who 
hath  admitted  his  facrcd  and 
infallible  tcjftimony,  fets  his 
fcal  to  God’k  veracity  in  amp¬ 
ly  fulfilling  his  prediftiens. 

3.4  “  For  this  illuttrious 
mefienger,  whom  God  hath 
now  delegated  on  this  impor¬ 
tant  errand^  is  commiflioned 
to  reveal  to  {mankind  the  gra¬ 
cious  defigfts  and  couniels  of 
God — for  God  doth  not  en¬ 
dow  him  with  fpiricual  gifts 
and  powers  in  a  partial  and 

limited  manner. 

35  “  The  fupreme  Father 
lovtth  his  fon  and  hath  in¬ 
ti  2  veiled 
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vetted  him  with  full  authori¬ 
ty  and  univerfal  dominion. 

36  “  He  therefore  that 
embraces  and  obeys  his  doc¬ 
trines  will  fecure  eternal  life 
—but  on  him  who  wilfully 
difobeys  and  reje&s  them,  the 
wrath  of  the  Almighty  fhall 
be  infli&ed,  and  his  life  (hall 
be  extinguilhed  to  all  eterni- 

ty* 

CHAP.  IV. 

1  tX7HEN  Jefus  undcr- 
VV  flood  that  the  Pha- 

rifecs  had  received  informa¬ 
tion  of  his  colle&ing  and  bap¬ 
tizing  greater  nufnbers  of  dif- 
ciples  than  John, 

2  —  tho’  it  was  not  Jefus 
that  baptized  but  his  dif- 
ciplcs — 

3  to  avoid  their  rcfentment, 
he  quitted  Judaea,  dettgning 
to  retire  into  Galilee. 

4  The  road  he  was  to  tra¬ 
vel  lay  through  Samaria. 

'  5  In  his  journey  therefore 
he  arrives  at  a  town  belong¬ 
ing  to  the  Samaritans,  called 
Sichar  —  contiguous  to  that 
eftace,  which  the  patriarch 
Jacob  bequeathed  as  an  inhe¬ 
ritance  to  his  fbn  Jofeph. 

6  Near  this  town  was  Ja¬ 
cob’s  well  —  Jefus  arriving 
here  about  fix  o’clock  in  the 
evening  fat  down  on  the  fide 
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of  the  well,  faint  and  fatigued 

with  travelling. 

7  But  as  he  was  here  re- 
poling  his  wearied  limbs,  a 
Samaritan  woman  came  to 
draw  water  —  Jefus  begged 
Ihe  would  let  him  drink. 

8  —  for  .his  difciples  were 
gone  into  the  town  to  buy 
provifions — 

9  The  woman  replied  — 
I  am  aftonilhed  how  You, 
who  are  a  Jew,  can  aik  wa¬ 
ter  of  a  Samaritan  —  for  the 
Jews  have  not  the  leatt  friend¬ 
ly  intercourfe  with  the  Sama¬ 
ritans. 

1  o  Jefus  faid  to  her  —  If 
you  knew  the  illuttrious  *  gift 
of  God  to  mankind,  and  the 

dignity  of  that  perlbn  who 

folicits  this  fmall  favour  from 
you,  inttead  of  bis  requefting, 
you  would  have  importuned 
him  to  confer  fome  rich  blef- 
fing  upon  you,  and  he  would 
have  freely  refrelhed  you 
with  water  from  the  mo  ft 
pure  and  perennial  fpring. 

xi  Sir!  Ihe  continued.  How 
is  it  poflible  you  could  give 
me  the.  water  you  boaft — as 
you  have  no  bucket,  and  the 
well  is  immenfely  deep ! 

12  Are  you  a  perfon  of 
greater  eminence  than  our 
illuttrious  anceftor  J  acob, 
who  dug  this  well  to  fupply 


*  Thus  Socrates  calls  himfclf  the  Gift  of  God  to  the  jStbeniamt  mv  7* 
@Str  foot*  1 t/jut,  PUuot  Apolog,  Socrat,  p.  93.  Fo/ler.  Oxon .  1752. 

5  himfelf. 
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himfelf,  his  family  and  his  |  your  hufband  as  you  very 
flocks  with  water!  I juftly  declare. 

13  Jefus  aniwered — The  I  19  The  woman  in  amaze- 
water  of  this  fountain  canjment  cried — -Sir!  this  con- 
only  allay  a  momentary  thirft,  j  vinces  me  that  you  are  a  pro- 
which  is  fure  to  return,  and  I  phet ! 

rage  with  the  iame  violence  |  20  As  l  am  therefore  now 

as  before :  I  perfuaded  that  you  are  invert- 

14  But  he,  that  is  reftefh-  l  ed  with  a  prophetic  charac- 
ed  with  that  codling  and  fa-  J  ter,  be  pleaied  to  iblve  the 
lutary  water  that  I  impart,  I  difficulty  I  propofe — Our  pi- 
fhall  never  feel  the  unea-  ]  ous  anceftors  pud  their  reli- 
fy  fenfations  of  thirft  any  1  gious  adorations  on  this  very 
more  for  ever  —  but  the  wa-  j  mountain— You  Jews,  on  the 
ter  he  receives  from  mine  |  contrary,  aflert  that  Jerufa- 
hand  (hall  prove  in  him  an  |  iem  is  the  place,  in  which 
indefectible  fburce  of  a  pure  |  the  Deity,  hath  appointed  that 
and  tranfparent  ftream,  that  I  his  worlhip  fhall  be  celebrat- 
will  How  through  all  the  ages  I  ed. 

of  eternity.  J  21  Jcfusj  faid  to  her— You 

1 5  The  woman  replied  —  j  may  depenid  on  the  truth  of 

Do,  Sir!  then  give  me'fome  I  what  I  now  folemnly  declare 
of  this  excellent  water  which  I  —  The  tinpe  will  foon  arrive 
you  fay  is  fuch  a  fbvereign  |  when  all  feligious  worlhip 
remedy  to  expel  thirft,  that  J  that  is  offered  both  in  Jerula- 
I  may  not  for  the  future  have  I  lem  and  op  this  mountain, 
the  trouble  of  coming  to  this  ]  fhall  be  fatally  interrupted 
fountain  any  more.  j  and  ceafe  *.  \ 

16  Jefus  then  Hud  to  hfr  22  You  pay  your  religious 
—Go  into  the  town,  and  bid  homage  to  the  creature  of 
your  hufband  come  hither.  your  wild  and  abfurd  ima£gi- 

1 7  I  have  no  hufband,  (he  nation — we  Jews  are  not  mik 

replied  —  You  fay  very  true,  taken  in  the  objedt  of  our 
faid  Jefus  that  you  have  no ;  worihip — rt>  the  Jews  was  re- 
hufband :  :  vealed,  anld  the  Jews  now 

18  You  have  had  indeed,  worihip,  throne  only  fupreme 
five  * — —  but  the  perfon  with ;  Divinity. 

whom  you  now  cohabit  is  not  23  But  a  new  difpenfatidn  . 

P 

<  Referring  to  the  deftru&ion  of  Jerufalem. 

U  3  will 


294  72*  Iliftory  of  Jesus  Chap,  ir, 

•will  be  efhbliflied — which  is  j  ed  him  the  reafon  of  his  con- 
indeed  already  commenced  —  j  verfing  with  her. 
under  which  the  oinly  true  and  I  a8  But  the  woman  the 
acceptable'  worfhiippers  of  the  I  moment  Ihe  heard  the  above 
Deity  will  be  thole  who  wor- 1  mentioned  declaration,  left 
fhip  him  with  genuine  purity  j  her  pitcher,  and  run  with  the 
and  integrity  of  mind — For  I  utmoft  precipitation  into  the 
thefe  are  indifpenfable  quali- 1  town  —  faying  to  every  one 
ties  which  the  Deity  foiely  re-  [  (he  met, 
gards  in  his  votaries ",  |  29  Come  1  lee  a  man,  who 

24  God  is  a  pure  and  per-  j  hath  told  me  all  the  moft  le- 
fedl:  mind  —  and  thofe,  who  |  cret  incidents  of  my  pall  life ! 
offer  him  their  religious  ho-  -*»  He  can  be  no  other  than 
mage,  ought  to  add  refs  him  the  Mcfliah. 

with  virtuous  fipccrity  and  30  They  all  flocked,  ac- 
reftitude  of  heart.  cordingly,  out  of  the  town, 

25  I  know,  rfcfomed  the  and  halted  to  fee  this  remark- 
woman,  when  thej  great  Mef-  able  perfon. 

fiah  comes,  he  will  folvc  all  .  .31*  During  this  tranfadlion 
Our  difficulties.  the  difciples  begged  he  would 

•  26  Jefus  faid  to  her the  partake  of  that  rcfrefhment 
perfon,  with  whom  you  have  they.had  juft  purchafed. 
been  converting,  is  the  Mef-  .  32  To  thefe  entreaties  he 
'fiah;  ianiwered— -I  am  furnifhed 

.  27  Here  the  difciples  came  !  with  rcfrefhment,  to  which 
up  and  were  amazed  to  And  •  you  are  ftrangers. 
him  engaged  in  conference  33  The  difciples  hearing 
with  a  Samaritan  .woman  this,  faid  one  to  another  — - 

hi  one  of  them  hbwever  afk-  Hath  any  perfon  brought 

*  • 

*  The  op!y  acceptable  manner  of  worshipping  the  Deity  h  to  be  like 
him  in  the  temper  and  difpofition  of  the  mind,  HieroJcs,  “  Pythagoras 
conceived  of  the  firft  fopreme  Caufe,  not  as  a  Being  liable  to  paiGons 
and  affections,  but  as  a  pure,  iuvifihlt,  confcious  Intelligence/  Eiuma  too 
prohibited  the  Roman*  Irom  rcprefeiuing  the  Divinity  under  any  human 
ihape,  or  in  t}ie  figure  of  any  animal.  In  confiequence  of  which  ftriwt 
prohibition  the  frjf  Romans  had  hot  in  their  temples,  for  170  years, 
either  pitturebr  Itatiie  to  reprefen't*  thV Deity.  They  eredled,  indeed, 
during  this  period,  feveral  temples  and  fanes,  but  they  were  wholly 
destitute  of  any  external  exhibitions  of  the  Supreme.  It  being  ac¬ 
counted  the  higheft  irreverence  to  affimilate  the  Grcatcft  and  Heft  to 
the  vileft  and  worft :  lincc  the  Deity  can  be  apprehended  no  ctherwife 

than  by  the  mind/1  Plutarch  Nu'ma,  p.  i  t  J.  Edit.  Or .  8vo. 

■  .  •  %  ■ 
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him  provifions,  while  we 
have  been  abfent  ? 

34  Jelus  laid  to  them 
Mine  only  refreihment  and 
happinefs  is,  to  obey  the  will, 
and  accomplilh  the  tfefigns 
of  him  who  lent  me. 

3 5  There  are  you  know  four 
months  yet  to  the  harveft — 
But  look  over  yonder*  field 
What  a  glorious  harveft  they 
contain !  — already  ripe,  and 
fit  to  be  gathered  in ! 

P 

36  Arid  he  who  i$  induf- 
trioufly  employed  in  reaping 
and  colicfling  this  invaluable 
harveft  into  the  repofitory  of 
eternallife,fhall  be  abundant¬ 
ly  recompenfed  for  his  faith¬ 
ful  and  diligent  labours  — 
and  both  the  fov/er  and  reaper 
ihall  mutually  fhare  the  moft 
exalted  joys. 

37  But  the  prefent occafion 
verifies  the  old  adage—**  One 
fows  the  feed,  but  another 
reaps  the  harveft.” 

38  For  I  fend  you  to  reap 
a  rich  and  plentiful  crop, 
whole  culture  never  coft  you 
any  labour — Your  *predecef- 
tbrs  with  great  fatigue  pre¬ 
pared  the  foil  —  but  you  will 
leap  all 

their  afliduous  pains. 

39  Grca:  numbers  accord¬ 
ingly  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 


the  advantages  of 


town  believed  him  fQ  be  the 
Mefliah  —  convinced  by  the 
teftimony  of  the  woman,  who 
declared  that  he  had  recount- 

*  1 

ed  to  her  all  the  principal  cir- 
cumftances  of  her  paft  life. 

40  The  Samaritans,  there¬ 
fore,  begged  he  would  fix  his 
refidence  among  them  —  But 
he  ftayed  only  in  the  town 
two  days. 

41  During  which  time 
much  greater  numbers  were 
convinced  by  his  difeourfes 
that  he  was  the  Mefliah. 

42  And  they  laid  to  the 

woman— We  are  not  induced 

•  * 

folely  by  your  foletnn  decla¬ 
rations  to  Credit  his  preten- 
fions  —  but  we  have  heard 
his  divine  doftrmes,  and  are 
upon  the  beft  evidence  per- 
fuaded  that  this  moft  illuf- 
trious  perfbin  is  the  real  Mcf- 
fiah  and  Saviour  of  the  world, 

§—.43  Afjter  thefe  two  days 
wereelapfed,  he  left  the  town 

and  travelled  into  Galilee. 

« 

44  But  did  not  choofe  to 
take  Nazareth  in  his  road— 
for  it  was  a!  maxim  with  him. 
That  no  public  inftruftor 
meets  with  fefpeft  in  his  own 
country. 

45  Upon  his  arrival  in  Ga¬ 
lilee,  the  men  of  that  country 
cordially  received  him,  and 


A 

w  Which  were  then  covered  with  SamarUan^ 
trrfe  with  him* 

*  John  ihe  Siptid,  and  himfelf. 

.  u  4 


■ 

flocking  to  fee  anJ  cnt:~ 


Were 
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•  • 

were  convinced  of  his  pro¬ 
phetic  character  — -  haying 
lately  been  fpedtators  of  die 
miracles  he  had  performed  in 
Jerufalem  at  the  pafch^l  ft* 
Icmnity. 

4  6  Jefus  meeting  with  this 
lcirul  and  candid  reception,' 
went  again  to  Cana,  where 

he  had  converted  the  water 

■  ♦ 

into  wine — While  he  was  im 
this  town  a  nohljeman,  whole 
fon  was  dangertufly  fick  ac 

Capernaum,  . 

47  being  informed  that 
Jefus  had  removed  from  Ju¬ 
daea  into  Galilee,  travelled 
to  Cana  and  waiting  upon 
him  requeued  him  to  go 
down  with  him,  and  mira? 
culoufly  heal  his  fon,  ofwhofe 
recovery  there  Were  now  no 
hopes. 

48  Jefus'  laid  to  him  ——if 
I  do  not  exhibit  before  you 
amazing  miracles  and  prodi¬ 
gies,  you  will  not  credit  my 
pretentions. 

49  The  nobleman  anxi- 
oufly  repeated  his  requeft, 
begging  he  would  haften, 
before  his.  dear  child  de¬ 
parted. 

5P  Jefus  laid  to  him 
Return  'home— -Your  child 
fs  jnpeifeft  heaj  th-— The  gpp- 
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tleman  believed  the  words  of 
Jefus,  and  left  him  chearful 
and  fatisfied. 

.  51  On  his  return  he  was 
met  by  hb  fervants  —  who 
aQured  him  that  his  ion  was 
perfectly  recovered. 

52  The  nobleman  afked 
them,  at  what  hour  they  had 
oblerved  him  to  grow  better  ? 
—  Y efterday,  they  replied, 
about  feven  o’clock  every 
feveiifh  fymptom  inftantly 
vanished,  and  he  was  rcin- 
ftated  in  perfeft  health  in  a 
moment. 

53  The  nobleman  then 
knew,  that  it  was  that  very 
hour  that  Jefus  had  pronoun¬ 
ced  the  words,  and  afiured 
him  of  his  recovery-: — By  this 
fignal  miracle  he  and  his 
wnole  family  were  convinced 
that  Jefus  was  the  Melliah. 

to.  This  was  the  feccnd 


of  Judaea. 
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♦ 

1  ^T^HE  Paflover  of  the 
A  Jews  now  apptoach- 
ingrjcflis  wept  up  to  Jeru¬ 
salem. 

2  There  is.  in  the  city,  at 
the.  Sheep-gate,  a  public y 


f  KeXuftOfo*.  fignifiet  a  bath.  X*t«* •rrt  rnt  myaxvr  tt- 

>  Plutarch,' Alex.  p.  129J.  Edit.  Gr.  H.  Steph.  Kv-.t  t« 

i((  fj.tx.par  tlJ-TTlfr,  41' T*  Tt<  H(  70  piyi'  OV  rr^Kty&' 

f/iror.  _  Should  any  One  All  into  a  little  hath,  or  into  the  mid  ft  of  an 


immcnfc  ocean.  Plate  kepub.  Lib.  v.  332.  Yol.  1.  Edit.  M*Jy. 


bath. 
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bath,  called  in  Hebrew  Be- 
thefda,  or  the  boufe  of  mercy, 
embelliihed  with  five  Piazzas. 

3  In  theft;  Piazzas  lay  a 
great  number  of  unhappy 
obje&s,  blind,  lame,  or  tnofe 
who  had  withered  limbs-* 
anxioufly  waiting  the  fenfible 
and  preternatural  movement 
of  the  water : 

4  For  an  Angel,  at  that 
particular  folemnity,  defeat¬ 
ed  into  the  bath,  and  vifibly 
put  the  water  into  a  violent 

r 

agitation — The  very  nrft  that 
went  into  the  bath,  after  this 
commotion  of  the  water,  was 
perfectly  cured  of  any  diftem- 
per  he  laboured  under,  how 

inveterate  and  obftinate  fo- 

« 

ever. 

5  There  was  now  lying  in 
the  porticoes  of  this  bam  a 
ini  fer  able  object,  who  had 

been  in  a  wretched  condition 
eight  and  thirty  years. 

6  Jelus  fixing  his  eyes  up¬ 
on  this  wretched  creature, 
and  knowing  that  he  had 
been  a  long  time  affli&ed, 
alked  him.  If  he  was  defirous 
to  be  cured  of  his  diftemper. 

7  The  unhappy  wretch  re¬ 
plied— —I  have  no  friendly 
hand,  Sir!  to  help  me  into 
the  bath,  after  its  waters  .are 
put  into  motion — but  all  my 
endeavours  to  obtain  relief 
from  the  falutary  qualities 
then  imparted  to  it  are  always 
lure  to  be  rendered  jneffedu- 
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al  by  fome  one  or  other  get¬ 
ting  in  before  me. 

8  Jefus  faid  to  him — Rife 
— take  up  thy  bed  and  walk 
home. 

9  The  words  were  no 
fooner  pronounced,  but  the 
man  was  inftantaneoufly  re- 
ftored  to  perfect  health — He 
got  up  in  perfect  vigour  — 
threw  his  bed  on  his  Ihoulder, 
and  walked  iout  of  the  bath 
—  This  miraculous  cure  w^s 
performed  on  the  labbath. 

10  The  Jews,  therefore, 
feeing  the  man  walking  along 
in  this  manner,  in  great  indig¬ 
nation  rebuked  him,  faying; 
~ — -  Do  not  you  know  it  is 
the  fabbath  day?  How  can 
you  profane  its  facred  reft  by 
carrying  fuch  a  burden ! 

1 1  He  anfwered - The 

r 

perfon,  who  miraculoufiy  re¬ 
moved  my  diforder,  bad  me 
cake  up  my  bed,  and  walk 
home. 

12  They  ifkcd  him,  .Who 
it  was  that  had  prefumed  to 
make  him  violate  the  fabbath 
in  this  flagrant  manner.  ‘ 

13  The  man  knew  not, 
who  it  was,  from  whom  he  had 
received  his  pure  —  for  there 
being  a  great  crowd  in  the 
place  at  the  time  that  Jefus 
had  performed  this  miracle, 
he  conveyed  ■  himfelf  private¬ 
ly  and  imperceptibly  away. 

14  Some  time  after  this 
Jefus  happened  to  meet  with 

this 
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this  min  in  the  temple,  and  i  arrogance  to  call  the  Supreme 
laid  to  him— -Thou  art  now  I  Being  his  father,  and  to  place 
retaliated  in  thy  former  health  I  himlelf  upon  a  level  with  the 
and  eafe  *—  be  cautious,  fof  I  Deity, ' 
the  future,  of  nelapfing  into  I  19  Jefus  faid  to  them — I 
any  wilful  fins,  left  a  more  I  more  folemnly  allure  you, 
dreadful  calamity  be  infiided  j  That  the  fon  doth  not  aft  in 
upon  thee,  j  this  manner  by  his  own  pro* 

1 5  The  man  tranlported  I  per  authority  and  power - 

with  gratitude  for  the  blef- 1  this  authority  be  folely  derives 
fing .  he  had  received,  went  I  from  the  father — to  whole  o- 
to  me*  Jews,  and  in  a  flood  I  riginal  commifiion  and  ap- 
of  joy  told  them—  That  the  j  pointment  he  conforms  his 
name  of  his  benefador,  t<j  I  actions  and  conduit, 
whom-  he  was  indebted  for  j  20  For  the  father  hath 
his  miraculous  cure,  was  Je-  J  been  pleated  to  make  the  ton 
fosr  j  the  objed  of  his  moft  affedi- 

16  This  information  vio->  I  onate  regards,  and  hath  en- 
lently  inflamed  their  refen tj  I  dowed  him  with  the  miracu- 
roents  againft  Tefiig  —  and  lous  power  you  have  teen  ex- 

they,  immediately  formed  ^  erted - and  he  will  enable 

refolutkm  to  murder  him,  for  him  to  perform  operations  for 
his  prefuming  to  violate  the  more  fnipendous  than  thele, 

duties  of  the  fabbath  in  thuj  that  will  excite  your  higheft 

egregious  manner.  1  aftonilhment. 

17  Jefos  (aid.  to  them  —4  21  For  example — As  the 

My  father  from  the  creation!  Deity,  by  the  irrefiftible  exer- 
of  the  world  hath  jnceflandyj  tion  of  his  omnipotent  power 
worked  every  fay  in  fopport-i  can  reanimate  the  afhes  of  the 
ing  the  frame  of  nature  by  -  dead,  and  infpire  them  with 
his  providence^- and  it  is  in  new  life  and  vigour — foisthe 
imitation  of  him  :that  I  work,:  fon  empowered  to  recall  into 
and  perform  benevolent  ac4  exiftence  the  deccaicd  objeds 
tions  every  day  indifcrimi-  of  his  affedion. 

cately.  22  Neither  will  the  fu- 

j8  This  greatly  exafperat-j  preme  Father,  at  the  general 
ed  the  Jews,  and  inftigated  refurredion,  prefide  irj  judg- 
them  to  concert  meafures  ment  over  the  human  race- 
how  to  fhed  his  blood-*— be-  This  moft  iHuftrious  dignity 

caufe  he  not  only  infringed  of  judging  the  world  he  hath 
the  facred  duties  of  the  fab-  j  conferred  upon  his  fon. 
bath,  but  had  the  impious).  23  And 
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23  And  tlic  Deity  hath  j  appointed  the  Son  to  be  the  fi- 
exalted  His  fon  to  this  diftin-  J  nal  Judge  of  mankind — '  be- 
guilhed  eminence,  in  order  1  caufe  he  affijmed  human  na- 
that  the  dignity  of  his  ftation  I  ture. 

and  office  might  engage  man- 1  28  Let  not  thefe  affiirtions 

kind  to  honour  the  Ion  in  l  excite  your  wonder  and  hfto- 

like  manner  as  they  honour  r  nifhraent' - Be  allured  a  fo- 

the  fupreme  Father  of  ail  - —  |  ifctnn  day  is  approaching,  in 
he,  who  treats  the  fon  with  |  which  every  individual  of  the 
difrefpeftand  contempt,  treats  |  Human  race  (half,  in  their 
with  difrefpe&  and  contempt  1  combs,  hear  pile  voice  of  the 
the  blefled  God,  who  com-  j  fon  of  God, 

miflioned  and  fent  him  to  in-  J  29  be  all  reanimated  in  a 
ftru&  the  world.  j  moment— come  out  of  their 

24  In  the  molt  folemn  j  graves — ahd  compole  one 
manner  I  publickly  declare  j  vaft  affcmbly  ■■■■Thofe  who 
to  you.  That  he,  who  cordi-  j  i^ve  lived  virtuous  lives  (hall 
ally  embraces  my  do&rines,  I  be  pronounced  into  everiaft- 
and  is  perfuaded  that  I  ad  by  [  ing  happinefe  —  thofe  who 
a  divine  commiffion,  is  enti- 1  have  lived  wicked  lives  (hall 
tied  to  ever  Jailing  life— r-he  I  fee  doomed  to  everlafting  de- 
ihall  not  be  involved  in  the  r  ftnidion. 

final  condemnation  and  de- 1  go  The  mkraculous  opera- 
ftrudion  of  the  wicked.  j  tions  I  perfbtlm  are  not  ow- 

2  5  Be  affined  of  this  fo- 1  ing  to  any  efiential  power  I 

lemn  truth - -The  time  is  j  tayfelfpofifeft  — —  J  derive  it 

coming,  and  hath  8  already  I  folely  from  0od— his  didate? 
commenced,  when  the  dead  1  are  the  mealUre  of  my  obedi- 
fhall  hear  the  voice  of  the  fon  I  ince  —  and  my  obedience  is 
of  God,  and  be  informed  I  founded  in  immutable  juftice 
with  new  life.  I  — I  arrogate  no  honours  to 

26  For  that  power  and  I  myielf—  I  ftfidy  only  to  pro- 
principle  of  communicating  I  mote  the  honour  and  fulfil 
life,  which  the  Deity  origi-  the  appointment  of  the  Dei- 
nally  and  eficntially  poflei-  ty,  who  invefted  me  with  this 
icth,  he  hath  been  plcafed  to  commiffion. 

confer  upon  the  fon.  I  3 1  If  I  fhould  require  you 

27  And  he  hath  moreover*  to  credit  my  pretenfions  up- 

=  Jiccaufe  Jcfas  railed  feveral  from  the  dead  in  lits  lift-time. 

*  And  confaiucntlv  having  once  $een  doathed  with  the  fame  nature 
v.-;ih  thofe  he  judges,  he  is  thereby  qualified  to  be  in  equal  and  candid 
judge  of  its  infirmities  and  frailties. 
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on  the  foie  authority  of  my  <  hath  enabled  me  to  perform, 
own  teftimony,  I  fhould  ad  I  carry  the  fulleft  convidion  in 
as  an  impoftor,  and  render  I  them,  and  arc  an  irrefragable 
the  truth  of  my  million  juftly  I  appeal  and  teftimony  to  the 

fufpeded.  I  world,  that  the  Deity  hath 

32  An  illuf^rious  perfon  I  fent  me. 

publlckly  atteftejd  my  charac- 1  27  Thefe  are  public  proofs 

ter,  and  bore  a  true  and  ho- 1  that  die  Deity,  who  fent  me, 
nourable  teftimony  to  it.  I  hath  invefted  me  with  a  di- 

33  This  perfon  was  John  1  vine  commiflion  —  But  you 
the  Baptift,  to  whom  you  fo-  I  are  fo  incorrigibly  depraved 
lemnly  deputed  lpecial  mef-  and  prejudiced,  that  you  nei- 
fengers — who  heard  and  deli*  I  thcr  liften  to  the  voice  of  the 
vered  the  clear  |  and  explicit  j  Deity  {peaking  by  me,  nor 
teftimony  he  gave  to  the  truth  I  difeern  the  plain  and  evident 
of  my  million  and  charader.  [  impreffions  of  liis  fupreme 

34  But  I  couyt  not  human  I  wiJdom  and  power  on  my 
teftimony,  or  ftfive  to  fecure  I  perion  and  charader. 

it  in  my  favour — I  only  men- 1  38  And  you  have  not  that 
tion  this  to  excite  you  impar- 1  reafon,  which  he  originally 
dally  to  weigh  the  evidence  I  gave  you,  in  its  genuine  un- 
of  my  religion,  and  to  in- 1  corrupted  ftate — for  you  dii* 
duce  you  to  embrace  it  and  |  believe  and  rejed  him  whom 
be  happy.  .  I  the  Deity  hath  fent  among 

35  John  the  jBaptift,  who  |  you  with  fo  many  linking 

gave  lo  full  an  acteftation  to  I  proofs  of  divine  authority, 
my  charader,  was  a  glorious  {  39  You  diligently  iearch 

lamp,  that  emitted  the  moft  I  and  critically  examine  die 
pure  and  effulgent  fplendours  j  leriptujres,  becaufe  you  ima- 
around — but  tno*  thefe  ufeful  j  gine  the  promile  of  eternal 
beams,  at  firft,  appeared  grate*  f  life  is  contained  in  them  — : — 
ful  to  you,  after  lo.  long  an  ex- 1  Thefe  facred  books,  which 
tindion  ofthc  prophetic  light,  j  you  fo  carefully  and  fcdulouf- 
you  very  foon  grew  tired  of  j  ly  explore,  give  the  moft 
them,  and  wilfully  refuled  to  I  plain  and  explicit  tefti  monies 
enjoy  their  falutary  influence.  I  of  my  charader. 

36  But  I  can  produce  a  J  40  And  yet  you  obftinate- 
teftimony  infinitely  more  ly  refulc  to  be  convinced  of 
ftrong  and  ftrjking  than  this  the  truth  of  my  million,  and 
of  John  —  The  miraculous  will  not  embrace  my  doc- 
opefations,  which  my  father  trines,  tho’  eternal  life  is  of¬ 
fered 
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fered  you,  if  you  will  admit 
and  obey  them. 

41  1  court  not  popular  ap- 
plaufe,  nor  drive  to  fecure 
from  any  man  glory  and  re¬ 
putation  to ‘my  character. 

42  But  1  know  your  prin¬ 
ciples'— I  know  you  to  be 
deftitute  of  the  love  of  God 
and  religion, 

43  for  1  am  come  among 
you  veiled  with  the  full  autho¬ 
rity  of  my  father — and  yet 
you  reject  me-*- An  impoftor, 
who  hath  no  miraculous  pow¬ 
ers  to  boaft,  and  nothing  but 
his  arrogance  to  recommend 
him,  finds  no  difficulty  to  in¬ 
gratiate  himfelf  with  you,  and 
procure  a  favourable  recep¬ 
tion. 

44  But  how  is  it  poflible  you 
ihould  believe  and  embrace 
my  religion,  who  are  folely 
pofleflied  with  the  love  of  po- 

i)ular  glory,  and  infpired  on- 
y  with  views  of  pride  and 
ambition  —  treating  with  the 
loweft  contempt  tne  honour 
of  God,  and  the  dignity  of  re¬ 
ligion. 

45  Do  not  think  that  1 
(hall  be  the  only  one  who 
will  accufe  you  to  the  father 
for  your  infidelity  —  Mofes, 
your  great  lawgiver,  whofe 
character  you  elleem  fo  fa- 
cred,  will  accufe  and  con¬ 
demn  your  prefent  conduct 


46  For  did  you  pay  any 
ferious  regard  to  Moles,  you 
would  have  -  acknowledged 
my  prophetic  charafter — for 
this  legiflator  hath  charac¬ 
terized  me  In  the.  moft  plain 

[  and  exprefs  terms. 

47  But  if  you  treat  his 
writings  with  contempt 
what  reafon  can  I  have  to 

|  expeft  that  you  will  treat  the 
evidences  of  my  million  with 
refpett ! 

CHAP.  VI. 

1  AFTER  this  Jefus  re- 

tired  i  into  Galilee  — 
and  croffing  i  the  lake,  tra¬ 
velled  into,  that  .part  of  the 
country  that  lay  contiguous 
co  the  city  Tiberias 

2  Hither  he  was  accompa¬ 
nied  by  a  prodigious  crowd, 
whole  curiofity  was  excited 
by  the  aftonilhlng  miraculous 
cures  they  had  leen  him  per¬ 
form. 

3  From  this  multitude  Je¬ 
fus  privately; retired  with  his 
difciples  to  a  neighbouring 
mountain  —  where  they  fat 
down  to  rejjofe  and  refrefli 

themfelves. 

4  It  was  fiow  but  a  few 
days  to  the  Jcwifli  Paflover 
—  which  is  their  grand  reli¬ 
gious  feftival. 

•  5  Jefus,  ais  he  reclined  on 
the  mountain,  keeping  his 


*  See  the  Cambridge  MS. 
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eyes  fixed  oh  the  vaft  crowds 
that  were  advaheing  to  him, 
laid  to  Philip  -‘-Where  (hall 
we  buy  provifions  to  refrelh 
this  immenfe  multitude  ? 

6  This  he  laid  merely  to 
try  what  confidence  Philip 
repofed  in  his  miraculous 

power,  for  he  had  already 

determined  wh$t  to  do. 

7  Philip  replied  Were 
we  to  expend  two  hundred 
denarii  in  provifions,  it  would 
be  far  from  furnilhing  a  fuf- 
ficient  repaft  fbrfucn  an  in¬ 
finite  number  of  people. 

8  Andrew,  Simon  Peter's 
brother,  who  was  one  of  his 
difciples,  then  laid  to  him, 

9  There  is  a  fervant  here, 

who  has  five  jbarley  loaves 
and  two  fmallj  fifhes  ~  but 
what  is  fuch  a  pittance  as  this 
among  fb  many  thoufands ! : 

i  o  Jefus  then  ordered  his 
difciples  to  mike  the  multi¬ 
tude  fit  down  on  the  graft  *— 
which  was  very  deep  in  the 
place  in  which  this  was  tranf- 
atted—— The  crowd  accord¬ 
ingly  fat  down,  being  in  num¬ 
ber  about  five  thoufand. 

li  Jefus  then  took  the 
loaves,  and  after  paying  his 
fervent  acknowledgements  to 

God,  diftributed  them  to  his 
difciples,  and  they  to  the 
multitude,  who  fat  in  uni¬ 
form  and  regular  companies 


of  Jesus  Chap.  vi. 

—  they  likewife  dilpenfed  as 

much  of  the  fifh  as  any  per- 
lon  demanded. 

1 2  After  they  had  partook 
of  a  plentiful  entertainment 
and  were  all  fans fied,  Jefus  faid 
to  his  difciples — See  that  you 
carefully  collect  the  frag¬ 
ments,  that  nothing  may  be 
wafted. 

1 3  They  carefully  col  lett¬ 
ed  the  fragments  of  the  loaves 
and  fifhes  — —  which  filled 
twelve  bafkets. 

14  The  multitudes,  who 

were  preient  on  this  occafion, 
and  were  fpettators  of  this 
aftonifhing  miracle,  all  una- 
nimoufly  declared,  That  Jc- 
fus  was  undoubtedly  that 
great  and  illuftrious  prophet, 

whom  their  facred  books  fo 

■ 

exprefsly  taught  them  to  ex¬ 
pect. 

15  Wherefore  Jefus,  con- 
feious  of  the  difpofitions, 
which  now  attuated  them,  and 
knowing  the  refolution  they 
had  formed  to  carry  him  a- 
way  by  violence  and  proclaim 
him  the  Sovereign  of  Judsa, 
took  care  to  elude  their  fan- 
guine  defigns  by  e  privately 
withdrawing  from  them,  a- 
lone,  to  a  folitary  mountain. 

16  In  the  evening  the  dif¬ 
ciples  went  down  to  the  fide 
or  the  lake, 

'  1 7  2nd  embarked  on  board 


*  Undoubtedly  by  rendering  hiotfelf  invisible. 
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a  veflel,  intending  to  crofs  to  Jefus  was  abfent  as  well 
Capernaum  —  Darkncls  had  his  difciples,  they  went  a-* 
now  enveloped  the  earth,  board  thefe  veflels  belonging 

and  their  matter  was  not  ar-  to  Tiberias,  and  crofled  over 

rived.  the  lake  to  Capernaum,  in 

1 8  It  now  blew  a  ftorm,  fearch  of  Jefus. 

and  the  lake  was  greatly  agi-  25  When  they  had  found 
uted.  him,  they,  in  amazement, 

19  When  they  were  about  raid  to  him*— Divine  inftruo 
five  and  twenty  or  thirty  fta-  tor  t  in  what  manner  did  you 
ilia  from  ftiore,  they  deicried  I  pafs  the  lake  1 

Jefus  walking  over  the  fur-  I  2  6  Jefus-  faid  to  them— 
face  of  the  deep,  and  advanc- 1  Allure  yourfelves  that  I  am 
ing  towards  the  veflel — The  I  confcious  that  you  make  thefe 
fight  filled  them  with  the  laft  I  anxious  enquiries  after  me 
conftemation.  I  not  from  anyconvi&ion  which 

20  But  Jefus  foon  diflipated  I  my  miracles  have  produced 

their  terrors  by  difeovering  Lin  your  minds,  but  from  the 
himfelf  to  them.  I  hope  1  (hall  continue  to  fup- 

2 1  They  then  in  a  flood  I  ply  you  with  food  in  tire  man- 
of  rranfport  took  him  into  J  ner  I  have  lptcly  done. 

the  veifel— and  foon  arrived  I  27  Be  not  fo  felicitous  in 
at  the  place,  which  they  firft  j  procuring  .that  food  that 
intended  to  make.  I  ferves  only  to  nourifh  a  frail 

22  Tire  next  day  the  mul-  1  and  perifeinjg  body —  but  let 

titude,  who  were  yet  on  the  I  it  be  your  principal  concern  to 
oppofite  fhore,  finding  that  I  acquire  that- food,  which  will 
there  was  no  other  veflel,  but  1  render  the  foul  immortal 
that  on  which  the  difciples  through  all  the  ages  of  cter- 
had  gone  on  board,  and  I  nity — This  food  che  fen  of 
knowing  that  Jefus  was  not  I  man  is  corpmilTioned  to  dti- 
iu  their  company—  I  penfe,  and  his  commiflion 

23  —  There  were  indeed  I  hath  the  fupreme  Father  been 
lying,  not  far  from  the  place  I  pleafed  to  ratify  and  feal  by 
where  Jefus  had  fumilhed  I  the  ftrongefjt  evidences. 

this  miraculous  entertain- I  28  They!  laid  to  him— - 
ment,  feverd  veflels  that  be-  j  What  Xlialli  we  do  in  order 
longed  to  Tiberias —  that  we  may  comply  with  the 

2 if.  When  the  multitude,  I  purpofes  and  defigns  of  God ! 
as  1  laid  before,  found  that!  29  It  is  the  great  dafign  of 

(  God, 
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God,  replied  Jefus,  that  you  1  36  But  tho*  you  have  ieen 

Ihould  be  convinced  that  1 1  me  exert  fuch  miraculous 
am  a  divine  meflenger.  i  I  powers,  you  are  determined 

30  What  public  demon!- 1  not  to  be  convinced  that  I 

ftration,  faid  they,  will  you  I  am  a  meflenger  from  God. 
give  us. that  you  are  inverted  I  37  But  notwithftanding 
with  a  divine  .  authority  ?  I  your  incredulity,  every  one, 
What  miraculous  operation  I  whole  mind  hath  been  previ- 
will  you  exhibiE  to  convince  1  oufly  influenced  with  aiacred 
us  ?  I  fenfe  of  religion  and  virtue, 

3 1  Our  anceftors,  conti- 1  will  chearfully  embrace  my 
nued  they,  wert  miraculouf- 1  do&rines,  and  he  who  thus 
ly  fupplied  with  food  froth  I  embraces  them,  lhall  for  ever 
heaven,  during  their  conti-  J  be  ‘the  objett  of  my  molt  af- 
nuance  in  the  Wildernels,  as  I  fettionate  love. 

our  facred  books  teftify.  I  38  For  I  defcended  from 

32  That  food,  anfwered  I  heaven  not  to  execute  a 
Jefus,  by  which  your  progc*  j  fcheme  of  mine  own  con- 
nitors  were  then;  miraculoufly  I  trivance,  but  to  accomplilh 
fupported,  merits  hot  to  be  I  the  designs  of  him  who  Tent 
compared  with  that  true  and  I  me : 

vital  food,  whicji  my  heaven-  j  39  And  this  is  the  defign 
ly  father  now  diipenfes  to  the!  of  him  who  lent  me.  That  l 
world  by  roe.  I  Ihould  finally  lofe  none  of  the 

33  For  that  divine  food,!  pious  and  virtuous,  whom  the 

which  is  now  defcended  from  j  love  of  religion  hath  previ- 
heaven,  imparts' immortal  lift  I  oully  dilpofed  to  embrace  my 
to  the  world.  I  dodrines— and  that  I  Ihould 

34  When  he  had  laid  thisJ  raife  them,  at  the  laft  day, 
they  cried*  out -*-d  Be  pleafodj  j  to  the  pofieflion  of  eternal 
Sir !  ever  to  fupply  us  with  j  life. 

this  celeftial  food  1  j  40  It  is  the  gracious  de- 

35  Jefus  faid  to  them  — J  fign  of  him  who  delegated 

*  I  am  that  true  vital  food  l|  me  40  inftruft  mankind, 
mentioned —  He  that  admits!  That  every  one  who  is  per- 
and  digells  it,  lhall  be  forjfuaded  that  I  am  a  divine 
ever  free  from  the  painful  j  meflenger,  and  who  cordi- 
lenfations  both  of  hunger  and  |  ally  embraces  and  obeys  my 
of  thirft.  |  religion,  Ihould  be  entitled 


-  Ironically. 
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to  cverlnfting  life  —  and  that  I  hath  been  thus  inftru&ed. 
I  fbould  reward  him,  at  the  and  hath  made  conference  of 
general  refurre&ioii,  with  a  performing  the  duties  which 
biefled  immortality.  the  Deity  requires,  will  cor- 

41  This  dilcourfc  excited  dially  embrace  my  religion, 

the  difguft  and  indignation  46  None  of  the  preceding 
of  the  Jews,  becaule  he  af-  prophets  was  ever  admitted 
ferted  that  he  defeended  from  to  any  perfonal  communica* 
heaven  *,  j  tions  with  the  Deity  —  the 

42  and  they  contemptu-  I  fon  of  man  is  the  only  one, 
oufly  faid,  one  to  another  —  who  ever  enjoyed  this  molt 
Is  not  this  peribn,  who  arro-  j  diftir.guilhecl  honour. 

gates  to  himlclf  lb  high  an  47  Be  yc,  therefore,  lb- 
original,  the  Ion  of  Jofeph  I  Iemnly  allured,  That  every 
the  carpenter  ?  — Do  not  we  lone  who  believes  and  obeys 
know  the  meannefs  and  ob-  I  my  religion,  lhall  be  entitled 
leurity  of  his  family  ?—  How  j  to  eternal  life, 
can  he  have  the  impious  ef-  48  I  am  the  food  that  im* 
frontery  and  confidence  to  Iparceth  true  vital  nutriment 
tell  us,  that  he  defeended  I  to  every  one  who  receivcth 
from  heaven !  1  and  digelleth  f  me. 

43  Jefus  laid  to  them  — —  I  49  The  manna,  your  an- 
Let  not  the  meannefs  of  mine  J  cellors  cat  in  the  wildernefs, 
appearance  excite  your  aver-  j  could  not  preferve  them  from 
fion  and  contempt  of  me.  I  death,  or  protraft  the  period 

44  For  notwithstanding  the  j  of  their  lives. 

obfeurity  of  my  birth,  evety  J  50  But  the  bread,  that  is 
one,  who  hath  been  attracted  new  defeended  from  heaven, 
by  the  love  of  God  and  good-  informeth  him  who  receivcth 
nd's  will  come  and  embrace  it  with  immortality, 
my  religion— and  fvtch  a  fin-  5*1  ami  this  true  vital 
cere  and  virtuous  believer  I  bread,  which  is  now  defeend- 
will  raife,  at  the  laft  day,  to  j  ed  from  heaven  to  refrefh 
rhe  inheritance  of  an  happy  mankind  —  he  that  eateth  it 
immortality.  lhall  live  to  all  eternity  — — 

45  There  is  the  following  The  food  I  *aiUninifter  is  my 
paflage  in  the  prophetic  flelh,  which.  I  freely  difpenfc 
books,  “  They  lhall  all  be  to  furnilh  an  immortal  repafi: 
ur.<rht  of  God” — and  he  who  to  the  world. 

sJ 
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52  Thefe  laft  words  occa-  l  anceftors  eat,  which  could 

iioned  a  vehement  clamour  I  only  allay  the  momentary 
and  uproar  among  the  Jews  j  pain  of  hunger,  which  would 
—They  faid,  one  to  another,  1  foon  return,  and  of  which  all 
How  can  this  man’s  flelh  I  who  participated,  died — But 
ferve  for  food  !  |  the  food  I  difpenfe,  will 

53  Jefus  faid  to  them  —  I  j  nourifh  and  for  ever  maintain 

in  the  molV  fokmn  manner  |  the  foul  in  immortal  vigour, 
allure  you.  That  unlefs  you  |  59  This  dilcourfe  was  de- 

digeft  the  flelh'  and  imbibe  |  Uvered  in  the  place  of  religi- 
the  blood  of  the  ion  of  man,  j  ous  worlhip  in  Capernaum, 
you  have  no  claim  to  a  blcff- 1  as  he  was  there  publickly  in- 
ed  immortality.  j  ftrufting  the  people. 

54  For  he  only  that  eateth  I  60  Great  numbers  of  his 

my  flelh  and  drinketh  my  1  followers,  who  were  now  his 
blood  hath  a  title  to  eternal  1  auditors,  faid— How  abfurd 
life — - — to  the  poflelflon  of  land  itnpoftible  is  this  doc- 
which  I  will  raile  him  at  the  l  trine  l  Who  is  there,  but 
general  refurre&ion.  I  muft  be  difgufted  with  it ! 

55  For  my  *  flelh  and  my  I  6 1  Jefus,  being  conlcious 
blood  fupply  the  only  true  1  that  this  difeourfe  had  very 
vital  and  falutary  nutriment,  j  highly  offended  them,  faid  to 

56  He,  who  is  refrelhed  J  them — Doth  this  declaration 
with  thefe,  is  united  to  me  l  of  mine  high  original  lliock 
by  the  ftrongeft  and  molten-  [you,  and  determine  you  to 
dearing  bonds  of  afle&ion  I  apoftatize  ? 

and  love.  I  62  What  if  you  fhould  fee 

57  As  the  great  Source  me  afcernl  to  tliofe  celeitial 
of  life,  by  whom  I  was  fent,  regions,  in  which  1  once  re- 
liath  communicated  to  me  Tided ! 

•exiftence,  lo  will  I  communi-  (>3  The  preceding  difeourfe 
cate  an  immortal  exiftence  to  you  have  heard,  is  entirely 
every  one  who  recciveth  and  figurative — for  you  to  under- 
digefteth  this  food.  ftand  it  literally,  would  be  the 

58  This  is  the  only  vital  nigheft  abfurdity !l. 

and  fubftantial  food,  which  64  But  there  are  fome  of 
is  now  defeended  from  hea-  you,  who  are  determined  not 
ven — Not  like  the  food  your  to  be  convinced— For  Jefus, 

%  His  do&rines, 

h  In  this  fenfe  the  Jews  frequently  ufed  Flc/b  and  Spirit.  See  the  note  on 
Chap.  iii.  6. 
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from  the  very  firft  beginning 

of  his  miniftry,  perfectly  knew 

thofe,  who  were  deliberately 
refolved  not  to  be  convinced 
by  all  the  evidences  he  foould 
exhibit  — and  he  knew  alio 
the  perfon,  by  whofe  treache¬ 
ry  he  was  to  be  delivered  into 
tne  hands  of  his  enemies. 

65  It  is  tor  this  reafon,  he 
continued,  that  being  infal¬ 
libly  acquainted  with  your 
difpofmons,  I  told  you  above. 
That  none  would  embrace  my 
religion,  but  thofe,  who  were 
previouily  influenced  and  at¬ 
tracted  by  the  love  of  God 

and  virtue. 

66  From  this  time  many 
of  his  former  followers  de- 
ferted  him,  and  never  had 
the  leaft  fociety  and  connec¬ 
tion  with  him  afterwards. 

67  Jefus  faid  to  his  twelve 
difciples  —  Will  you  alio  a- 
bandon  me? 

68  Simon  Peter  replied 
For  whom  ihould  we  aban¬ 
don  thee !  —  What  other  in- 
ftrudtor  is  there  who  hath  im¬ 
mortality  to  bellow,  but  thy- 
felf ! 


companions— and  yeti  know 
one  of  you  is  a  falfe  accufer. 

71  He  meant  Judas  Hca- 
riot,  the  fon  of  Simon,  who 
afterwards,  by  an  aft  of  the 
baieft  perfidy,  delivered  him 
into  the  hands  of  his  ene¬ 


mies. 


CHAP.  VII. 


69  For  we  are  perfuaded 
that  thou  art  the  Meffiah, 
the  fon  of  the  ever  blefied 
God! 

70  Jefus  faid  to  them  —  I 
have  felefted  you  my  twelve 
a  potties  from  among  my  fol¬ 
lowers  to  be  my  conftant 


1  AFTER  this,  Jefus 

confined  his  mini¬ 
ftry  within  the  limits  of  Ga¬ 
lilee— for  he  would  not  any 
longer  travel  in  Judaea,  being 
confcious  that  the  Jews  thirft- 
ed  for  his  blood. 

2  The  feaft  of  Tabernacles, 
a  celebrated  Jewilh  folemnity, 
was  now  very  nean 

3  Upon  this,  his  relations 
faid  to  him  — Why  do  not 
you  leave  this  country  where 
you  have  refided  fo  long,  and 
remove  into  J  udaea,  that  your 
former  converts  may  have  an 
opportunity  of  feeing  the  mi¬ 
raculous  operations  you  per¬ 
form,  and  be  confirmed  in 
their  belief  of  your  divine 
million  ? 


4  For  no  one  who  is  de- 
t  firous  to  have  his  fame  cele- 

brated  and  tb  gain  followers, 
would  bury  Himfelf  in  this  ob- 
feurity — Sintje  you  exert  fuch 
amazing  powers,  exhibit  them 
upon  the  open  theatre  of  the 
world. 

5  For  his  relations  did  not 

X  2  believe 
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believe  him  to  be  a  divine  a  12  Theft  enquiries  occafi- 
meficnger  1  oned  a  great  dilpute  concern  - 

6  Jeliisfaid  to  them — The  ling  his  charader  among  the 

time  of  my  going  up  to  the  j  afiem  bled  multitudes — lome 
approaching  leftiival  is  not  yet  I  aflerting,  that  he  was  only 
come  —  You,  who  have  not  an  artful  impoftor,  and  de- 
incurred  the  rejfentment  of  1  ceived  an  ignorant  mob  — 
the  Jews,  may  take  this  jour-  I  otherscontending,  that  hewas 
ney  to  the  Capital,  whenever  1  a  peri'on  of  a  good  charader. 
you  judge  it  convenient  for  I  13  For  no  one  durft  pub- 
you.  jlickly  declare  that  he  was 

7  You  have  not  drawn  up- 1  a  prophet,  and  openly  de~ 
on  you  the  implacable  malice  I  fend  his  condud,  tor  fear  of 
and  hatred  of  the  world  —  It  exafperating  the  Jews. 

is  me  the  world  Ipurfues  with  I  14  At  length,  in  the 
relentl  efs  fury,  merely  be- 1  heighth  of  the  folemnicy,  Je- 
caufe  I  freely  and  unreferved- 1  fu6  appeared — and  going  di- 
Jy  fatirize  its  vices  and  im>  I  redly  to  the  temple,  inftrucl- 
xnoralities.  |  ed  the  people. 

8  You  may  go  up  at  the1 1  15  The  dodrines  he  now 

ufual  time-— I  will  not  as  yet  1  delivered,  and  the  manner 
begin  my  journey  to  cele- 1  in  which  he  delivered  them, 
brate  this  foiemnity— for  the  j  (truck  the  Jews  with  aftonifh- 
period  of  my  miniftry  is  not  ]  ment —  and  they  faid,  one  to 
completed,  I  another.  How  could  this  per- 

9  Jefus  accordingly  conti- 1  fon  acquire  all  this  profound 

nued  in  Galilee,  I  erudition  and  knowledge, 

10  'till  his  relations  were!  having  been  deftituce  of  a  ii- 
fet  out — After  they  were  de-  beral  education  ! 

parted,  he  went  up  .  to  the  1 6  Jefus,  ccnicious  of  their 
city  in  a  filent  and  feerct  thoughts,  turned  to  them  and 
manner,  without  any  crowds  faid — The  inftrudions  I  com¬ 
attending  him,  miinicate  to  men  are  not  the 

1 1  During  the  firft  days  refult  of  my  own  wifdom,  but 
of  the  feftival,  the  .  Jews,  the  dictates  of  His  infallible 
who  expeded  him,  made  underftanding,  who  lent  me 
anxious  enquiries  after  him.  1  into  the  world. 

t 

1  For  if  Jefus  had  gone  up  at  the  ufual  time,  he  would  hove  gathered  a 
concourfc  of  people  around  him,  and  given  umbrage  to  the  Jcwt* 

j  7  Aik* 
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17  And  every  virtuous 
perfon,  who  is  defirous  to 
know  and  obey  the  will  of 
God,  will  clearly  difee  rn  whe¬ 
ther  the  doflrines  I  deliver 
are  of  divine  original,  or 
merely  the  offspring  of  hu¬ 
man  contrivance. 

18  The  impoftor  drives 
only  to  acquire  popular  ap- 
plaufe,  and  to  fecure  to  himfelf 
a  great  name  among  the  de¬ 
luded  multitude — -But  he, 
who  diiclaims  thele  vain 

■ 

honours,  and  labours  iblefy  to 
reform  mankind  and  to  ad¬ 
vance  the  glory  of  that  Be¬ 
ing,  by  whom  he  was  deput¬ 
ed,  hath  all  the  marks  of  a 
true  prophet,  being  totally 
free  from  all  fraud  and  infin- 
cerity. 

19  Did  not  Mofes  give 
you  the  law  to  be  the  rule  and 
meafure  of  your  moral  con¬ 
duit,  and  hath  none  ofyou  any 
regard  and  reverence  for  its 
facred  injunctions  ?  —  Will 
not  thefe  deter  you  from  the 
deliberate  defigns  you  have 
formed  to  murder  me  ? 

20  The  people  anfwered* — 
Surely  you  are  mad — Whom 
do  you  think  hath  formed 
any  defign  to  murder  you ! 

21  Jefus  faid  to  them— — 
Ikcauie  I  happened  to  work 
a  miracle  on  the  fabbath  day, 
it  produced  an  univerfal  cla¬ 
mour  and  amazement  at  my 

impiety : 


2  2  Whereas  with  regard  to 
circumcifion,  which  Mofes  ap¬ 
pointed — t-ho’this  rite  was  not 
jirjt  inftituted  by  him,  it  had 
been  long  before  p radii  fed  by 
the  patriarchs  —  you  your- 
felves  make  not  the  leaft 
fcruplc  of  circumcifing  a 
male  child  on  the  fabbath. 

23  Since,  therefore,  you 

hefitate  not  to  circumciie  on 
the  fabhath  day,  and  judge 
the  law  of  Moles  not  to  be 
violated  by  it— -can  you  con¬ 
fidently  be  enraged  at  me  for 
reftoring  to  perteCl  health  on 
the  fabbath  day  the  whole  bo¬ 
dy  of  a  mifmble  objeCl  ?  - 

2  4  Suffer  not  your  j  udg- 
ments  to  be  warped  by  your 
preconceived  prejudices,  but 
let  them  be!  impartially  guid¬ 
ed  and  direited  by  the  truth 
and  realbn  of  things. 

25  Here  fomeof  the  inha¬ 
bitants  of  Jerufalem,  who 
were  prelent,  faid— *  Is  nor 
this  the  perion,  whole  blood 
they  are  fo  defirous  to  (hed  ? 

2  6  and  yet  with  what  open 
and  undaunted  freedom  doth 
he  deliver;  his  difccurfes, 
without  any  one  molefting 
him-i— One  1  would  really  be 
induced  toi  think,  from  the 
uncon trouled  liberty  he  en¬ 
joys,  that  our  Sanhedrim  ve¬ 
rily  believed  he  was  the  true 

Mcffiah.  1 

■ 

27  And  yet  it  is  importable 
he  ihoeld  — —  For  we 'know 

X  3  this 
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this  pcrfon's  parents  and  fa¬ 
mily— but  when  the  Meffiah 
makes  his  appearance  a- 
mongft  us,  bis  parentage  and 
extraction  will  be  entirely  un¬ 
known. 

28  Jefus,  confcious  of 
what  they  were  fecretly  dif- 
culfing,  railed  iliis  voice,  as 
he  was  teaching  the  people 
in  the  temple,  and  faid — k  Do 
you  know  me,  and  are  you 
acquainted  with  my  defeent  ? 
— yet  be  allured  that  the  au¬ 
thority  I  have  aflumed  is  not 
human,  but.  derived  from 
that  Being,  who  hath  verifi¬ 
ed  his  predictions— but  with 
whofe  nature  and  perfections 
you  arc  utterly  unacquainted. 

29  But  of  thde  1  have  the 
molt  perfcCt  and  intimate 
knowledge— for  from  him  I 
defeended  on  earth— by  him 
I  Was  deputed  to  mankind. 

30  At  this  declaration  they 
were  lb  highly  exafperatea 
that  they  determined  to  ap¬ 
prehend  him  immediately — 
but  they  were  providential¬ 
ly  reftrained  from  executing 
their  deftgns,  becaufe  the 
time  of  his  fufferings  and 
death  was  not  yet  come. 

31  Great  numbers  how¬ 
ever  of  the  common  people 


were  convinced  that  he  was  a 
true  prophet  and  faid — -When 
the  great  Mefliah  himfelf  ap¬ 
pears,  will  he  exert  more  a- 
mazing  powers  than  this  per- 
fon  hath  exerted  S 

32  The  Pharilees  heard 
the  afiembled  multitude  freely 

and  openly  declaring,  one  to 
another,  thefe  their  fenti- 
ments  concerning  his  charac¬ 
ter — and  they  and  the  high 
priefts  difpatched  officers  im¬ 
mediately  to  apprehend  him. 

33  In  the  mean  time  Jefus 
faid  to  the  people— The  time 
I  have  to  ftay  among  you  is 
but  Ihort — 1  lhall  foon  return 
to  that  Being,  by  whom  I 
was  originally  lent. 

34  lYou  will  make  anxi¬ 
ous  enquiries  for  me,  but 
your  enquiries  will  be  fruit- 
lefs— It  will  be  impolfible  for 
you  to  vifit  thofe  regions,  in 
which  I  (hall  Toon  re  fide. 

35  Here  the  Jews  faid, 
one  to  another — To  what  un¬ 
known  countries  does  he  in¬ 
tend  to  travel,  where  we  lhall 
never  find  him  —  Will  he 
go  to  our  brethren  who  arc 
difperfed  among  the  Hea¬ 
thens,  and  inftruct  them. 

36  What  can  this  myfteri- 
ous  language  mean— •  You 


*  This  fliould  be  read  interrogatively . 

1  Paring  the  troubles  of  Judaa  the  Jews  expe&cd  the  appearance  of 
the  MeJJteb  with  the  molt  ardent  -and  felicitous  anxiety.  See  Jo/epbus 

paffim. 
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fhall  make  anxious  enquiries  J  fully  afked,  If  (the  Mefiiah 
after  me,  but  your  enquiries  |  was  to  be  a  native  of  Gali- 
fliall  be  fruitlefs  —  It  will  be  j  lee  ? 

impoflible  for  you  to  vifit  J  42  For  do  not,  they  con- 
thofe  regions,  of  which  I  fhall  j  tinued,  the  feriptures  ex- 
foon  be  an  inhabitant.  I  prefsly  aflert  that  the  Mefiiah 

§  —  37  On  the  laft  day  of  I  is  to  be  a  defeendant  from 
the  feftival,  which  was  al-  j  David,  and  to  receive  his 
waysobferved  wich  the  great- j  birth  in  Bethlehem,  where  that 
eft  folemnity,  Jefus  ftood  up,  I  illuftripus  monarch  was  born? 
and  raifmg  his  voice,  thus  j  43  Thefe  different  fenti- 
fpoke  to  the  vaft  concourfe  I  ments,  which  were  warmly 
of  people  now  aflembled  —  I  efpoufed,  excited  violent  de- 
If  any  man  thirft  after  truth  j  bates  among  the  feveral  con- 
and  virtue,  let  him  come  to  I  tending  parties, 
me  and  allay  his  thirft.  .  j  44  During  this  ianguine 

3 3  He  that  bclieveth  on.jdifpute  and  confufion,  fome 
me,  as  the  feripture  hath  fo-jl  were  very  defirous  to  have 
lemnly  commanded  my  con-  ,  j  apprehended  him— but  none 
temporaries  to  do,  fhall  be :  j  had  the  power  to  effeft  his 
enabled,  from  the  indefee-  jdefigns. 
tible  fountain  of  a  good  heart,  I  45  The  officers  therefore 
to  dilpenfe  the  molt  grateful  J  returned  to  the  high  priefts 
and  lalutary  ftreams  to  rc-  J  and  Pharifixs  without  exe- 
frefh  mankind.  J  cuting  thqir  commiffion  — 

39  Jefus  in  thefe  words,  al-  j  Soon  as  they  appeared  with- 

luded  to  thofe  fpiritual  gifts,  1  out  him,  they  laid  to  them 
with  which  the  believers  of- 1 —Why  have  you  not  obey- 
thc  gofpe!  were  afterwards  ed  our  exprefs  orders,  and 
endowed — for  thefe  fpiritual  j  brought  him  before  us  ? 
gifts  were  not  conferred  be-  j  46  The  officers  replied — - 
fore  the  glorious  afeeafion  of  J  There  never  was  any  man, 
Jefus.  ’  j  that  difeourfed  with  that  au- 

40  Great  numbers  of  the  j  thority  and  power  as  this  per- 
people,  who  heard  this  dif-  I  fbn  doth ! 

courfe,  laid  —  Undoubtedly  |  47  The’  Pharisees  fald  to 

this  is  an  illuftrious  prophet!  j  them — Arc  you  too  feduced 

41  Others  freely  afierted,  I  into  the  common  delufion  ? 
that  he  muft  be  the  Meffiah  j  48  Can,  you  name  one  of 
— while  a  third  party  difdain-  I  the  Sanhedrim,  or  one  of  the 

X  4  4'ha- 

1  *  * 
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Pharifees,  who  believes  him  i 

invelted  with  a  divine  coni- 1  Chap.  viii.  r  bur  Jefus  pri- 
milEon  ?  J  vately  retired  to  the  mount 

49  But  an  unlettered  exe- 1  of  Olives! 

rrabic  rabble  arc  difpofed  to  I  §  — 2  The  next  morning 
1  wallow  nny  impofhire.  early  he  returned  to  the  city 

50  Upon  this,  Nicodemus  I  —and  going  into  the  temple, 
—  the  perfon  who  h:id  a  I  a  prodigious  concourfe  of  peo- 
private  interview  with  Jefus  I  pie  flocked  to  him,  to  hear 
in  the  night,  and  who  was  a  1  his  inftrudtions. 

member  of  tjte  council- - ’[  3  But  while  he  was  cm- 

ftood  up,  and  fpbke  thus,  J  ployed  in  teaching  the  peo- 

5 1  Doth  our  law  authorize  J  pie,  the  Scribes  and  Phari- 

tis  to  condemn  any  perfon  I  fees  brought  before  him  a 
to  capital  punifliment,  be-  j  woman  convicted  of  adultery 
Tore  the  judges .  have  heard  1  - — 7  and  placing  her  in  the 
what  he  hath  to  allcdge  in  I  midfl  of  the  circle, 
defence  of  himfelf,  and  have!  4  thus  addrefled  him — 
itrictly  enquired  into  hisprin-  j  Illuftrious  teacher !  this  wo- 
dples  and  action^  ?  j  man  was  caught  in  an  adul- 

£2  Greatly  incenfed  at  this  J  terous  commerce,  and  tic- 
ipe’ech  they  faid  —  Art  thou  j  tedled  in  the  very  fadt ", 

too  a  convert  of  this  Gali-|  5  Now  Mofes  hath  ex- 
Iaean  prophet  ?  —  Search  the  J  prefsly  enjoined  that  women 

annals  of  rime,  and  fee  if  this  j  guilty  of  this  atrocious 
clefpicable  country  had  ever  crime  fhould  be  ftoned  to 
the  honour  of  giving  birth  to  death — but  what  penalty  do 
a  prophet”.  you  think  ought  to  be  in- 

53  After  this,  t|ie  council  fl  idled  ?  ~ 

broke  up  and  the  members  6  They  applied  to  him  for 
Separated  tp  their  refpedtive  his  decifion  in  this  calc,  merely 

homes,  with  an  infldious  defign,  that 

* 

*  The  prophet  J^nnbi  however,  was  born  in  Galilee,  a  King*,  xiv. 
25.  Sec  alfo  Univerful  Hijicry ,  Vol.  x.  p.  8vo. 

*  E'ravT This  word  tho’  condemned  in  St,  is  ufed  by 

very  rcfpcflable  writers,  fc'rr'  et vrottipp  T^p*/*;*'*  r*v  f/.or/9i\  iU~ 
liodori  JEtbiop.  p.  21.  Edir.  Commelin.  E Tavritvp*  N may  UK itm- 

Eupclis  apud  Plutarch-  Nicias,  p.  960.  Edit.  8vo.  Sreph.  A t- 

ITT*  t£UTQ$Vtq>  'XluPtiUWQTi  id.  EiilDCftCS,  t).  Io6^.  JvTCtW 

top  id.  Alex.  p.  1244.  Sccph.  Edit.  Gt.  Svo. 

v  '  *  ‘  V .  **  r 

they 
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they  nnight  have  fomething  the  acuteft  compu nations  of 
criminal  to  charge  him  with  confcience,  and  began  to  fteal 
—  But  Jefus,  conicio u s  of  away,  one  by  one,  the  eldeft 
their  intention,  ftooped  down,  withdrawing  firft  t  .t  -  ’till  at 
and  with  an  apparent  difre-  laft  they  had  all  quitted  the 
gard  of  the  queftion  they  woman  and  deft  her  alone  in 
propofed,  wrote  with  his  fin-  the  midft  of  the  audience, 
ger  on  the  floor.  jq  Jefus  then  railing  bim- 

7  But  when  they  conti-  felf  up  and  perceiving  they 
nued  to  urg^  him  with  re*  had  all  deferted  the  woman, 
peated  importunity,  at  laft  he  faid  to  her  — r  Where  are  the 
raifed  himfclf  up,  and  faid  to  :  perfons  who  accufed  you 
them — — Let  that  perfon  a-  Hath  any  one  .  condemned 
mong  you  who  is  free  from  you  to  fuffer  capital  punifti- 
f  this  vice,  throw  the  firft  ment? 
ftone  at  her.  1 1  She  anfwered  in  the  ne- 

8  Having  faid  this  he  gative — Neither  do  I,  repli- 
ftooped  down  again,  and,  ed  Jefus,  condemn  you  to 
with  the  fame  inattention  as  .  die  Go,  and  I  charge  you 
before,  traced  letters  with  for  the  future  never  to  repeat 
his  finger  on  the  floor.  this  enormous  crime. 

9  He  had  no  fooner  pro-  §-—12  After  this  inci- 
nounced  thefe  words,  but  the  dent  Jefus  refumed  his  public 
perfons,  who  had  conduced  difeourfes  to  the  afiembled 
the  woman  before  him,  were  :  multitude,  find  faid  — ■  I  am 

ftung  with  fhame  and  with  the  1  light,  that  difpels  the 

* 

■ 

r 

p  This  paflage  holds  up  to  us  a  faithful  but  moll  (hocking  pi&ure  gf 
the  horrid  corruption  and  debauchery  of  the  Je*wi  at  that  time!  Their 
Rabbit)  permitted  them,  fays  Juftin  Martyr  even  in  his  time  to  have  foqr 
or  Jive  wives:  O nine  xeu  uv/ji  vw  x«/  *wt4  iyav 

v/ftt  yvy a ix.ai  ikxrtr  <rvy%Q>p9trt<  Dial.  Par#  z*  p* 363  •  but  their  abo¬ 
minable  luft  was  bnundlefs  and  infatiable,  Well  .might  Jo/tphus  fay  of 
this  wry  generation,  That  there  never  was  any  agq  from  the  foundation 
of  the  world  lo  profligate  and  abandoned*  Mart  ytiti&v  c umGr 
ytyow&i  yo*  tn&T*w*  Jofepb.  B,  J*  Lib.  v.  c.  x.  §  v.  Edit. 

Hud/trn  :  and  again  he  fays— The  whole  jewilh  community,. both  in  public 
and  private,  was  univerfally  corrupt,  as  if  their  contention  had  been.  Who 
could  commit  the  greateft  impieties  again  ft  God,  Who  could  perpetrate 
the  molt  atrocious  crimes  again  ft  one  another,  Qjt«  tftq*  7t  xat/  xc/*» 

<!9g.  B.  J.  Lib.  vii.  c.  viii.  §  i. 

m  Probably  the  fun  was  now  rifing,  and  diffiifitig  its  rays  open  the 
temple  and  people ;  as  he  had  come  to  the  temple  very  early  in  the 
morn  tag-. 


darknefs 


darknds  of  the  world — He  ,T  thorized  by  that  great  Being, 
whofe  fteps  are;  conduced  by  |  whofe  meffenger  I  am. 
its  beams,  fhall  never  be  be-  I  17  It  is  decreed  in  your 
wilderedin  the  gloom  of  dark- 1  law,  That  the  concurring  tef- 
Yiefs— -for  his  path  (hall  ever  1  timony  of  two  peri'ons  (hall 
be  illuminated  by  the  molt  j  be  elteemed  valid, 
permanent  andifalutary  light.  I  18  Agreeable  to  this  I  at- 

13  Here  fofac  of  the  in- 1  left  mine  original  and  my  tnif- 
credulous  Pharjfees  interrupt- 1  lion,  and  my  father  ratifies  and 
ed  him  and  laid — Y ou  ede-  j  ftamps  my  te^jmony  with  his 
brate  your  own  praifes — fuch  I  lanftion 

lelf-applaufe  leads  us  juftly  to  I  19  They  laid  to  him — 

fulpe£t  him  who  lb  liberally  !  Who  is  your  father  Jefus 

beftows  it  upon  himfeif  ;  j  replied  — —  You  are  perfect 

14  Jefus  laid  to  them—-  -  ftrangere  both  to  me  and  my 
Tho*  I  freely  Ipublifh  mine  father — Were  you  acquaint- 
exaked  original  and  dignity,  ed  with  my  million  and  cha- 
yet  mine  own  teftimony  of  it  rafter,  you  would  know  who 
may  be  confided  in — for  i  am  is  my  father. 

confcious  whence  I  came,  20  Jefus  delivered  the  pre- 
and  know  whither  I  fhall  ceding  difcourle  in  the  trea- 
return  — but  you  neither  I  fury-— But  no  one  attempted 
know  my  former  original,  nor  j  to  apprehend  him,  for  the 
my  future  dignity.  j  time  of  his  fufterings  was  not 

15  You  condemn  peribns  jyet  come, 

merely  for  the  meannels  oft  21  Jefus  refuming  his  dif- 
their  appearance — I  condemn  I  courle  faid  to  them— 1  fhall 
no  one.  I  foon  leave  you,  and  you  will 

1 6  Tho*  Ihould  I  pals  fen-  j  make  many  felicitous  enqui- 
tence  on  men,  the  fentence  j  ries  after  me,  but  in  vain— 
I  ihould  pronounce  would  j  for  you  fhall  be  devoted  to 
be  perfe&ly  conformable  to  I  *  deftruftion  on  account  of 
equity  and  truth — for!  am  not  I  your  vices  *  —  Into  the  place 
a  lole  unconnected  individual,  j  whither  1  am  going,  you  will 
but  I  am  fupported  and  au-  j  never  be  admitted. 

22  The 


r  Miracles. 

*  Referring  to  the  definition  of  Jerafalem  by  the  Romans. 

*  How  umverialiy  depraved,  the  jewilh  people  new  were,  appears  from 
the  following  celebrated  paflage  in  Jqfipbui.  Owt  <v>  vrorttiouuHv 
timtr.  a.  t.  A.  I  cannot  forbear  declaring  my  fentiments,  tho’  it  fills 
me  with  great  regret  to  declare  them,  That  had  the  Romms  delayed 

their 
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22  The  Jews  upon  this  |  ly  communicate  to  the  world 
faid — Doth  he  mean  that  he  f  the  doftrinfcs  and  inftruftions 
intends  to  be  guilty  of  fui- 1 1  originally  received  from 
cide,  in  faying.  That  from  j  him. 

the  place  where  he  is  going,  I  27  But  fuch  was  their 
wc  fha.ll  be  excluded  ?  I  ftupidity  that  they  knew  not 

23  Jefus  replied — Your  0- 1  that  he  was  fpeakingof  the 
riginal  is  low  and  fordid,!  Supreme  Being. 

mine  is  Uluftrious  and  divine  !  28  Jefusfartheradded — -Af- 
— You  are  of  a  terreftrial,  1  j  cer  you  have  *  elevated  the  foh 
am  of  ccleftial,  extraction.  I  of  man,  you  will  then  have 

24  I  have  plainly  and  I  the  tnoft  fignal  proofs  of  my 

faithfully  told  you  that  your  1  million,  and  character  — •  It 
vices  will  certainly  doom  you  j  will  then  be  demon ftrated  to 
to  deftruftion — and  be  afliir-  j  you  that  I  aft  not  by  mine 
ed,  if  you  are  determined  to  I  own  authority,  but  was  com-' 
reject  my  pretentions,  and  I  miflioned  and  delegated  by 
are  obftinately  refolved  not!  the  Deity  tq  publifh  the  doc- 
to  receive  me  as  a  divine  mef-  j  trines  I  novf  deliver, 
fenger,  your  atrocious  impe- 1  2  9  For  hie,  who  deputed 

nicence  and  guilt  will  -devote  |  me  on  this  important  meffage, 
you  to  tlie  molt  dreadful  |  is  continually  aiding  and  fup- 
ruin.  I  porting  me— and  the  con- 

25  They  faid  to  him  —  I  feionfnefs  that  I  aft  agreeably 
Whom  do  you  then  affert  J  to  his  will  allures  me  that  he 
yourfeif  to  be  ?  —  I  have  re-  j  will  never  delert  me. 
peatedly  told  you,  faid  Jefus,  I  30  This  difeourfe  convin- 
from  the  beginning  of  my  I  ced  great  numbers  that  he 
public  miniftry  who  I  am.  j  was  the  Mefliah. 

26  I  have  great  cauie  to  I  31  To  thole  Jews  there- 
condemn  you  for  your  wilful  I  fore  who  were  convinced  of 
and  determined  ignorance—  J  his  divine  million  Jefus  thus 
Allure  yourielves  that  he  who  I  addrelled  lismfelf- — I  will  ac- 
fent  me  will  not  give  his  fane-  j  knowledge  you  for  my  true 
tion  to  an  impoftor— — I  on-  •  and  genuine  difciples,  if  you 

their  hoftilitics  again  ft  thefe  abandoned  wretches,  the  whole  city  would 
either  have  been  ingulfed  by  an  earthquake,  overwhelmed  by  a  deluge, 
or  have  been  confumed  with  a  fiery  ftorm  from  heaven,  as  Sodom  was. 
For  its  inhabitants  were  more  profligate  and  wicket]  than  any  who  ever 
experienced  fuch  calamities.  B.  Jud.  Lib.  v,  c.  xiii.  §  vi.  Edit.  Hudfon. 

-  Meaning  his  crucifixion. 

2 
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continue 
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continue  in  the  fteady  and  i  tions  fuit  not  your  depraved 
uniform  obedience  of  mine  |  and  prejudiced  minds ! 
inllru&ions.  '  I  38  I  faithfully  deliver  what 

3  2  If  you  thus  faithfully  j  I  received  from  my  Father 

adhere  to  my  eaufe,  you  will  I - you  practilc  what  you 

be  acquainted  with  the  fu- 1  learned  from  yours, 
preme  excellency  and  worth!  39  They  faid — Abraham 
of  true  Religion,  and  you  I  is  our  foie  progenitor*— Were 
will  be  vindicated  into  per-J  you,  replied  Jefus,  his  true 
fc&  freedom  and  liberty.  I  and  genuine  progeny,  you 

33  They  fajd  to  him  ^-  |  would  inherit  his  illuftrious 
We  are  the  defeendents  of  I  virtues. 

Abraham  —  we  never  were  j  40  But  now  you  concert 
(laves  and  vafials  to  any  one  j  meafures  to  (hed  my  blood 
— What  induces  you  then  to  I  —  to  (hed  the  blood  of  one 
fay.  That  we  (hall  be  vindi-  j  who  delivers  to  you  that  plain 
cated  into  freedom  and  li-  j  and  undifguiied  truth,  which 
berty  ?  |  God  communicated  to  him 

34  Jefus  replied— He,  that  I  — Did  Abraham’s  bofomever 
is  a  (lave  to  his  vices,  is  the  j  harbour  fuch  principles  as 
greateft  and  vileft  of  all  (laves.  I  thefe ! 

35  The  (lave  holds  his  I  41  You  indeed  inheritycar 

continuance  in  a  family  upon  I  father’s  principles — They  re¬ 
ft  very  precarious  and  uncer-j  plied  — Our  birth  is  not  dif- 
tain  tenure  *  —  but  the  con-  j  honourable  and  bafe  x  —  Wc 
tinuance  of  the  fon  is  for  j  only  own  one  great  original 
ever  unchangeable  and  per- j  — <and  that  original  is  God. 
majient.  j  42  Jefus  faid  to  them  — 

3 6  If  the  fon,  therefore,  I  Were  you  the  genuine  chil- 
vindicate  you  into  liberty,  I  dren  of  God,  I  fhould  be  the 
you  will  poflfels  the  moft  ex-  j  objett  of  your  love— for  from 
cellent  and  perfect  liberty.  j  him  I  folely  derive  my  au- 

37  I  know  you  are  Abra- 1  thority,  and  it  was  in  corn- 
ham’s  defeendents— Yet,  tho’  J  pliance  with  his  will  that  I 
you  are  the  race  of  this  pious  j  defeended  on  earth. 

and  holy  patriarch,  you  form!  43  What  is  the  reafon  you 
defigns  to  murder  me  —  j  do  not  iinderfbmd  the  lan- 
merely  becaufe  mine  inftruc- )  guage  I  ufe  ?  —  1$  it  becuile 


v  His  matter’s  will. 

*  This  was  a  fatyrical  fling  at  bit  birib , 

you 
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you  are  averfe  to  the  doctrines  1  fay.  That  you  are  a  Sarria- 
1  inculcate?  1  ritan,  and  a  mad  enthufiaft ! 

44  Your  fanguinary  pur-j  49  Jefus  anlwered— I  am 
poles,  your  blood-thirfty,  l  not  diftra&ed  with  madnefs— 
murderous  intentions,  rather!  I  faithfully  diicharge  the  com- 
prove  you  to  be  the  children  I  miflion  of  him  who  fent  me— 
of  the  devil  * — he  was  ever  a  1  but  you  treat  his  meffenger 
murderer,  was  ever  inftigated  [  with  the  laft  indignity  and 
by  the  molt  wicked  and  de-  J  contempt, 
teftablc  principles,  and  was  50  It  is  not  popular  ap- 
evcr  the  patron  and  author  of  plaufe  and  honour  I  court— 
falfehood  and  lies.  There  is  one  who  will  vindi- 

45  Deriving,  therefore,  cate  his  honour,  and  punilh 

fuch  principles  from  fuch  an  thofe  who  violate  it. 
impure  fountain,  no  wonder  51  Suffer!  me  in  the  moft 
you  (kould  contra#  fuch  an  folemn  manner  to  allure  you, 
averfion  to  me  for  propagat-  That  he  who  fteadily  obeys 
ing  the  caufe  of  truth  and  my  precept*  lhall  never  be 
virtue.  I  fubjedled  to  deach. 

46  Can  any  of  you  con- 1  j  52  Upon  hearing  thisaf- 
vi#  me  of  any  vice  ?  —Since  Ifertion  they  cried  out  —  We 
then  my  life  is  conformable  Jjhave now afufficientproofthat 

to  my  doftrines,  why  do  your  your  intellects  are  moft  cer- 
refufe  your  aflentto  the  truths  jitainly  difordjered — Our  great 
Ipublilh?  [[progenitor  Abraham  and  all 

47  He.  that  hath  a  con*  the  holy  prophets  have  long 
fcientious  and  u nccre  regard  I  fince  paid  the  debt  to  nature 
for  religion,  chearfully  obeys  I; — and  you  have  the  madnefs 
the  will  of  God  when  made  |;toafiert.  That  he  who  obeys 
known  to  him  —  and  your  I  j  your  doftriiies  lhall  live  for 
wilful  rejection  of  me  and  my  lever ! 

doftrines  flows  from  your  dif- 1  53  Have  you  the  afro- 
regard  and  total  indifference  J  gance  to  cl^im  to  yourlelf  a 
for  religion.  !  dignity  fuperiour  to  Abra- 

48  With  this  declaration  I  ham,  and  to  all  the  illuftrious 
they  were  greatly  exafperat- 1  prophets,  ndne  of  whom  were 
ed,  anti  fa  id  to  him  —  Have  I  ever  privileged  from  death  ? 
v/e  not  abundant  reafon  to  j  What .  great  and  dignified 

1 

I 

v  By  A the  Jews  meant  Moloch,  or  Saturn^  to  whom  their 
neighbouring  nations  fac rificed  human  viftims. 

perfonage 
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perfonage  do  you  make  your- 

fclf? 

54  Jefus  angered  —  It  is 
of  no  avail  foil  me  to  cele¬ 
brate  mine  ow 4  dignity  —  it 
is  abundantly i  attefted  and 

lorioufly  confirmed  by  my 
ather  —  that  Being,  whom 
you  Jews  profefs'to  acknow¬ 
ledge  and  adore  as  your  God. 

55  To  this  Being,  how¬ 
ever,  you  are  Grangers— -but 
I  am  perfectly  acquainted  with 

his  perfections] and  counfels 
— fhou Id  I  declare  my  total 
ignorance  of  this  Being,  I 
mould  be  like  you  —  a  noto¬ 
rious  violator  of  the  moft  fa- 
cred  truth — But  the  Deity  I 
know,  and  with  his  defign  I 
comply. 

56  Abrahamj  your  great 
anceftor,  was  tranfported  with 
the  moft  vehement  and  facred 


paffion  to  fee  my  day 
was  indulged  with  a  fight  of 
it  —  and  the  fight  filled  him 
with  the  moft  rapturous  ex¬ 
ultation. 

57  The  Jews  faid  to  hitn: 
—You  are  not  yet  fifty,  and 
have  you  feen  Abraham  ? 

58  Jefus  replied— In  the 
moft  folemn  manner  I  allure 
you  that  I  exifted  before  •  A- 
braham  drew  the  breath  of 

life. 

59  .This  declaration  incenf- 
ed  the  jews  beyond  all  bounds 

they  took  up  ftones,  defign- 


ing  in  their  rage  to  rulh  upon 
him,  and  murder  him  in* 
ftantly*— but  he  rendered 
himfelf  invifibie,  and  paffin 
through  the  crowd  elude 
their  fury. 


CHAP.  IX. 

1  AFTER  this,  as  Jefus 

was  palling  along  the 
road,  there  happened  to  be  a 
man  begging  who  was-  born 
blind. 

2  The  difciples,  feeing 
this  unhappy  objeCfc,  laid  to 
Jefus — Divine  inftruftor ! 
pleafe  to  inform  us.  Whether 
it  was  the  fins  of  this  man  in 
his  prseexiftent-ftate,  or  the 
fins  of  his  parents,  that  caui- 
ed  God  to  inflict  upon  him 

this  punifhment  ? 

3*  To  this  enquiry  Jefus 
replied — neither  his  vices  in 
a  praeexiftent-ftate,  nor  the 
vices  of  his  parents,  were  the 
cauies  of  this  calamity—  but 
the  wifdom  of  God  hath 
thought  fit  he  fhould  fuffer  a 
temporary  deprivation  of 
fight,  in  order  that  his  power 
in  miraculoufiy  reftoring  it 
might  be  publickly  difplayed. 

4  It  is  incumbent  upon  me 
to  employ  every  hour  of  the 
fugitive  day  in  diligently 
difcbarging  my  duty  to  him 
who  lent  me  into  the  world 
■for  the  night  is  approach- 
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ing,  that  wifi  put  a  final  period  |  ingly  I  waft*  waflied,  and 

to  my  labours  and  public  I  faw.  1 

ufefulnels.  1  1 2  They  alkcd  him*  If  he 

5  During,  therefore,  my  I  knew  where  the  perfon  was, 

continuance  in  the  world,'  1  j  who  had  performed  this  cure? 
w  ill  difpenfe  light  and  joy  a*  I  —He  laid,  he  did  not. 
round  me.  ^  I  13  They  brought  the  man 

6  Having  laid  this,  he  I  before  the  Pharifees. 

fpit  on  the  ground,  and  hay- 1  14  It  happened  to  be  the 

ing  made  clay  with  the  fpit-  J  fabbath '  day,  when  Jefus 
tie,  he  anointed  the  eyes  of  j  made  the  day,  anef-miraeu- 
the  blind  man  with  it.  1  loufiy  reftoreq  this  perfon  to 

7  He  then  faid  to  him  —  I  His  %hr. 

Go  immediately  and  walh  in  1  15  The  Pharifees  examin- 

the  pool  of  $iloamt  which  tranf- 1  ed  him,  and  itlterrogated  him 
lated  fignifies  He  went,  |  concerning  his  cure'  -He 
waflied,  and  returned,  per-  j  told  them,  how  Jefus  had 
fc£tly  reftored  to  the  ufc  of  j  put  day  upon;  his  eyes,  had 
his  eyes.  |  wnt  him  to  wialh  them,  and 

8  The  neighbours,  and  j  that  he  inftantfy  received  his 
thofe  who  had  feen  him  be- 1  fight. 

fore,  when  he  was  dark,  were  I  1 6  Upon  this,  feme  of  the 
aftonilhed,  and  faid  one  to  I  Pharifees  faid j —  This  perfon 
another — Is  not  this  the  man  I  iriuft  undoubtedly  be  an  im- 
that  ufed  to  fit  on  the  fide  of  |  poftor,  or  he  would  not  vio- 
the  road,  and  beg  ?  j  late  the  feerejd  duties  of  the 

9  Others  faid —  it  cannot  I  fabbath  in  the!  profane  man- 
be  him  —  a  third  declared,  I  ner  he  does  -+■  Others  repli- 
That  he  was  extremely  like  l  ed— But  it  is  impoffible  a  de- 
him — The  blind  man  affirm-  j  ceiver  fhould  be  able  to  per- 
ed  that  he  was  the  peribn.  I  form  fuch  amazing  operati- 

10  They  afked  him,  by  I  ohs  as  thefe  ate — This  varie- 

what  means  he  was  reftored  J  ty  of  fentiments  produced  a 
to  the  ufe  of  his  fight !  j  great  altercation  and  violent 

1 1  He  anfwered — A  per-  j  debates  amongft  them.: 

fon,  whofe  name  is  Jefus, .  1  1 7  At  laft  jthey  afked  the 

made  clay,  and  befmeared  I  blind  man.  What  bis  opinion 
mine  eyes  wich  it,  then  bad  I  was  of  the  author  of  his  cure  ? 
me  go  to  the  pool  of  Siloatn  |  —  Undoubtedly  he  muft  be 
and  walh  myfelf  —  Accord-  j  a  prophet,  he  faid. 


1 8  The 
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iS  The  Jews  would  not  I  age,  and  Was  able  to  make 
believe  that  he  ever  had  been  1  fatisfaftory  anfwers  to  their 
blind,  and  received  the  ufe  j  enquiries, 
of  his  fight  by  a  miracle  —  1  24  After  this,  they  called 

‘till  they  fent  for  the  man’s !  tip  the  man  a  fecond  time  and 
parents.  I  faid  to  him — Pay  thy  fervent 

1 9  His  parents  being  brought  I  gratitude  to  God  tor  the  great 
before  the  council,  they  afk-  1  blefling  he  hath  bellowed  up- 
ed  them.  If  that  perfon  was  J  on  thee — for  as  to  the  perfon 
their  fon  —  if  he  was  born  |  to  whom  thou  aferibeft  it,  we 
blind  —  and  in  what  manner]  know  him  to  be  an  impoftor. 
he  had  received  his  fight.  j  25  The  man  replied,  Whe- 
20  To  thefe  enquiries  his  |  ther  he  is  an  impoftor  or  no, 
parents  replied — that  he  was  |  it  is  not  for  me  to  decide  — * 
undoubtedly  their  fon,  and  f  one  thing  I  am  not  deceived 
•declared  that  he  was  born  |  in.  That  I  who  was  blind  ail 
tftone  blind :  |  my  life-time  now  fee  every 

a  1  But,  added  they,  we  I  thing  perfeftly. 
can  give  you  no  information,  I  20  They  faid  to  him  again 
in  wnat  manner  he  hath  ob- 1  —  What  did  he  do  to  thee  ? 
tained  the  ufe  of  his  eyes,  or  ]  What  means  did  he  ufe  to 
what  perfon  it  was  that  ef-  j  open  thine  eyes  ? 
fefted  this  cure  —  Propole  |  2  7  He  replied  —  I  have 

what  queftions  you  pleafe  to  |  given  a  diftinft  and  true  ac- 
hirri— he  is  of  age  to  anfwer  |  count  of  every  circumftance, 
you,  and  to  give  a  fatisfac-  ]  and  you  feetn  not  difpofed  to 
tory  account  of  himlelf.  ]  admit  it  — What  induces  you 
22  This  cautious  prudence  j  to  repeat  your  queftion  ?  —  Is 
in  the  man’s  parents  proceed-  J  it  that  you  are  defirous  to  be- 
ed  from  their  fear  of  exciting  |  come  his  converts  and  fol- 
the  Jews  refentmenfr— For  by  lowers  ? 
an  aft  of  the  court  it  was  re-  28  This  greatly  exafperat- 
folved.  That  every  perfon,  ed  them,  and  they  faid  —  He 
whofhould  declare  that  Jefus  hath  indeed  made  a  convert 
was  the  Mefliah,  fhould  be  of  thee — but  we  acknowledge 
excommunicated.  no  divine  initrucLor  but  Mo- 

2  3  His  parents’  knowledge  fes. 
of  this  public  relblution  die-  29  We  are  perfuaded  upon 
tated  this  conduft,  and  the  belt  evidence  that  cur  ii- 
prompted  them  to  tell  the  luftrious  lawgiver  was  vefted 
courr,  That  their  Ion  was  of  with  a  divine  com  million — 

5  *  bu: 
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but  we  know  not  what  au-  me.  Sir !  who  is  the  Melfiati, 
thority  this  obfcure  perfon  that  I  may  acknowledge  and 
hath.  embrace  him  ? 

30  The  mail  anfwered  — -  37  Jefus  faid  to  him  — 
It  is  aftonilhing  to  me  that  He,  whom  you  have  formerly 
you  (hould  not  acknowledge  feen,  and  with  whom  you  are 
the  divine  miflion  of  a  perfon,  cow  converting,  is  the  per- 
who  hath  wrought  fo  amaz-  fon. 

ing  a  miracle  upon  me !  38  Upon  hearing  this,  the 

11  It  is  certain  that  God  man  cried  out - Iacknow- 

m  ^  * 

will  not  giye  his  aftiftance  and  ledge  your  divine  authority 

ianftion  to  an  impoftor -  —and  he  piioftrated  himfelf 

The  pious  and  devout  wor-  at  his  feet. 

fliippcr  only  enjoys  his  dif-  39  Jefus  then  faid  —  My 

tinguilhed  favours  \  ,  coming  into  the  world  is  the 

32  There  cannot  be  a  fingle  great  teft  to  try  and  difcri- 

inftance  produced,  from  the  minate  mankind  —  My  doc- 
foundation  of  the  world,  of  a  trines  i^ill  infufe  the  pureft 
bad  man  being  able  to  reftore  and  divineft  light  into  the 
one  who  was  born  blind  to  {hinds  of  the  unenlightened 
rhe  ufe  of  his  eyes.  - but  envelop  the  minds 

33  If  this  perfon  was' not  of  thofe  who  value  themfelvcs 

a  divine  meflengcr,  he  could  upon  their  fqperior  light,  in 
never  work  a  miracle,  gloom  and  darknefs. 

34  This  highly  inccnfed  40  The  Pharifees,  who  ftood 

them,  and  they  faid — Thou  by  and  heard  thefe  words,  faid 
art  a  vile  abandoned  finner,  — Do  you  judge  our  minds 
and  doft  thou  prefume  to  in- 1  to  be  covered  with  this  thick 
ftruft  us  ?  —  They  then  or-  ]  and  impenetrable  darknefs  ? 
dered  him  to  be  excommuni- 1  •  41  Jefus  faid — Were  you 
cated.  I  deprived  of  light  and  all  op- 

35  Jefus  heard  of  the  fen- 1  portunities  of  knowing  your 

tence  they  had  palled  upon  j  duty,  you  would  be  innocent 
him,  and  finding  him  fome  j  - — but  boaftiog  your  fuperior 
time  afterwards  in  the  tem-  J  light,  and  ydt  not  difeerning 
pie,  faid  to  him — Doft  thou  I  the  proofs  of  my  miflion, 
believe  on  the  Mefliah,  the  j  renders  your  guilt  to  the  laft 
fon  of  God  ?  I  degree  aggravated  andinex- 

36  He  anfwered — Inform  J  culable. 


1  OffKi  0e oft  ftiKd  J*’  1  x>sVor  II.  A.  *18. 

vol.  r.  y  chap. 
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21  Thcfc  flfangers  waited  1  ftate  recover  it  with  infinite 
upon  Philip,  who  came  from  \  advantage. 

Bethfaida  a  town  in  Galilee,  1  26  He  that  is  powerfully 

and  earneftly  begged  thdy  difpofed  to  ferve  me,  let  him 
might,  by  his  means,  have  ]  follow  me  with  a  ftcady  and 
an  interview  with  Jefus.  junfhaken  refolurion — for  to 

22  Philip  acquainted  Ah-  I  the  fame  blefied  feats,  to  w  hich 
drew  with  this  requeft— they  1 1  afeend,  (ball  he  be  admitted 
both  waited  upon  Jefus,  and  I  —  All  my  faithful  and  vimi- 
told'  him  what  favour  they  Jous  fervants  will  my  Father 
were  defired  to  folicit  of  him.  I  alfo  reward  with  diftinguilhed 

23  When  Jifus  heard  this  I  honours. 

petition  of- thd  Greeks,  he  I  27  My  mind  is  greatly  a- 
faid — Now  is  the  time  arriv-  larmed  and  Ihocked  at  the 
edy  when  the  f%n  of  man  (hall  j  view  of  my  impending  fnffer- 
be  diftinguilhed  with  the  moil  lings— — I  am  involved  in  the 
iltuftyious  honours k  |  moft  cruel  and  perplexing 

24  Be  allured,  That  if  a  I  difficulties  —  Merciful  God! 

gjram  of  wheat,  that  is  bu-  I  avert  from  me  the  approach  - 
ried  in  the  cultivated  (oil,  do  ling  horrors  of  death— but  I 
not  die,  it  is  impoffible  the  {  check  myfelf — for  to  “  fuftain 
principles  of  vegetifibn  fhould  I  this  Icame  into  the  world, 
take  place— but  if;  When  it  is  I  28  Almighty  Father !  1  re¬ 
admitted  into  the- ground;  :it  j fign  myfelf  to  thy  wilt!  Do 
-is  corrupted  and  diffolved,  it  jihOtt  confult  the  glorious  ends 
will  yield  an  ample  and  COpi-  iof  thy  moral  government ! — 
ous  produce1.  I  Soon  as  he  had  faid  this,  a 

25  He,  whd  is  defirous  by  I  voice  from  the  fky  articulac- 
mean  and  wicked  compliances  ed  thefc  words  —  I  have,  by 
•to  lave  his  life,  fhall  lofe  it  to' j  thee,  glorioufly  confulted,  and 
-all  eternity — but  he,  who  will  will  "continue  to  confult,  the 
-chearfully  lofe  life  rather  than  great  ends  of  my  government, 
violate  his  confcience  and  du-  29  The  crowds  who  fur- 
vf  to  me,  (hall' in  a  future  rounded  him,  hearing  this 

A 

*  By  the  converfion  of  the  BemtSnu. 

l.  Alla  ding  to  his  Math  end  rtfvrthSion,  end  the  fulftquent  converfion  of 
the  Gnu  ties. 

'  "  ■  *  m  j  ,  ^  4  ,  .  * 

"  For  had  not  Chrifi  died,  Chriftianity  would  have  been  crufhed  in 
its  infancy.  " 

*  By  hu  refurreftion,  afeeofion,  citation  of  the  fpirit. 


voice 


Chap*  x. 


« 

by  John. 


who  is  not  the  proprietor  of  I  bec^ufe  I  voluntarily  furren- 
the  flock,  and  who  interefts  I  der  up  my  life  for  mankind* 
noc  himlelf  in  its  prefervation,  I  which  t  know  I  ftiall  refume 
as  foon  as  he  fees  the  wolf]  with  infinite  advantage, 
rufh  upon  the  fheep  and  1  1 8  It  is  not  fuperior  force 

fpread  deftrudfion  around  1  that  wrefts  it  from  me  by 
him,  flies  with  the  moft  pre- 1  Compulfion — the  lacrifice  is 
cipitate  hafte  from  them,  and  1  freq  and  voluntary  —  I  have 
leaves  them  fcattered  and  de- 1  power  to  devote  myfelf  to 
fen c dels,  to  his  infatiablc  J  death  —  I  have  power  to  re¬ 
fury.  I  cover  myfelf  to  life—  This 

i  j  In  this  dreadful  fitua-j  power  hath  been,  freely  given 
tion  the  mercenary  delerts  j  me  by  the  Deity, 
the  Iheep  —  becaufe  he  hath  j  19  This  difcourfe  produced 
no  concern  for  the  fafety  of  I  great  and  violent  debates  a- 
the  flock  —  his  only  concern  j  mong  the  Jews, 
is  for  the  wages  he  receiveth.  J  20  For  lome  faid  —  Cer- 

14  I  am  the  good  fhepherdl  tiinly  the  man  is  diftradted ! 

—I  know  every  individual  I  How  can  yott  attend  to  the 
of  my  flock,  and  my  flock  I  wild  extravagancies  of  a  mad- 
knows  me,  |  man  ! 

15  juft  as  the  Father  inti-j  21  Others  faid — fuch  doc* 
mately  knows  me,  and  as  1 1  trines  and  dilbourfes  as  thefe 
know  the  Father — And  fiichl  are  not  the  effu  lions  of  difor- 

isthe  ardent  affection  I  bearldered  intellects - Can  dif- 

my  Iheep,  that  I  chearfully  I  ordered  intclliefks  enable  a 
Ihed  my  blood  to  lave  them  I  man  to  reftore  fight  to  the 
from  deftrudlion.  j  blind  I 

16  And  think  not  this  I  § — 22  The  Jews  now  ce- 
fold  contains  all  my  Iheep —  I  lebrated  the  Dedication  of  the 
i  have  other  flocks,  which  I  temple — This  grand  aniver* 
will  obey  my  call,  and  which  I  laiy  happened  in  the  depth  of 
I  will  colled!,  and  incorporate  I  winter. 

with  this — So  that  there  fhall  I  23  At  .this  fdftival,  as  Jelus 
be  one  common  fold,  and  one  I  was  walking  in  Solomon's 
common  Ihepherd.  I  portico, 

f  17  It  is  for  this  that  the!  24  the  Jew's  came  about 
Deity  condefcends  to  make  I  him,  and  faid  •—  How  long 
me  the  objed!  of  his  diftin-|  will  you  keep  m  in  this  cruel 
guilhed  aflfedtion  and  love  —  j  fufpenfe  ?  —  If  you  really  are 

Y  2  the 
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the  Mefliah,  aflert  it  in  plain  1  30  To  effetfi:  this  great  tic- 

and  explicit  terjns b.  I  fign  1  and  the  Deity  are  uni> 

25  Jefus  faicl  to  them—  1 1  ed  together  by  the  firmeft 
have  told  you  again  and  a*  I  mutual  ties, 
gain  who  1  am,  and  you  will  I  3 1  At  this  the  rage  of  the 

not  credit  me-*— I  appeal  to  I  Jews  knew  no  bounds — they 
my  miracles — The  operations  I  took  up  (tones,  being  deter- 
•  1  am  empowered  by  myy  fa-  I  mined  to  rufh  upon  him  and 
Ither  to  perform,  give  "the  I  murder  him. 
molt  folemn  fanliion  and  at-  j  32  Jefus  faid  to  them — To 
teftation  to  my  character.  I  confirm  to  you  my  million 

z  6  But  this  ftrong  and  re- 1  from  the  fupreme  Father  of  all 

peated  evidence  you  rejeft—  1 1  worked  many  beneficent 

becaufe,  as  I  fyave  often  af- 1  miracles  among  you -  for 

Aired  you,  you  are  not  pof- 1  which  of  thefe  is  it  that  you 
fefifed  of  that  ingenuous,  can- fare  determined  to  filed  my 
did,  and  finecrely  virtuous  1  blood  ? 
difpofition,  with  which  my  I  33  The  Jews  replied  —  It 
flock  is  endowed.  I  is  not  for  any  beneficent  mi- 

27  For  my  fheep  are  obe-  I  racle  that  you  have  perform- 

dient  to  my  call - 1  regard  I  ed,  that  we  intend  to  punilh 

them  with  tendernefs  as  my  ]  you  with  death — It  is  tor  the 
Beloved  property — —  They  j  horrid  blafphemy  you  have 
chearfully  follow  me  where- 1  uttered,  and  for  your  impi- 
ever  1  conduit  them.  .  I  ous  arrogance,  that  you  a 

28  i  will  refeue  them  from  I  vain  mortal  fiiould  alien 
eternal  deftru&ion,  and  be- 1  yourfelf  to  be  a  God. 

flow  upon  them  eternal  life  I  34  Jefus  faid  to  them - 

—nor  (nail  any  force  and  vio-  j  Are  not  magiftrates  in  your 
lence  ever  wreft  them  from  I  facrcd  books  called  Gods  ? 
my  protection.  j  35  Now  c  fince  eminent 

29  The  Deity,  who  origi-  perfons  highly  favoured  of 
nally  engaged  them  to  col-  the  Almighty  are  exprd'sly 
le&  and  com  pole  my  flock,  called  Gods  in  the  feriptures, 
is  poflefied  of  infinite  and  un-  which  are  deemed  the  oracles 
controulable  power— None  and  foie  ftandard  of  truth, 
can  oppofe  his  will,  and  tear  36  can  you  confidently  be 
them  out  of  his  hands.  j  exafperated  at  met  whom  the 

.  b  Their  real  defign  was  to  accufc  him  to  the  Rmaas,  if  he  aflerted  it. 

*  So  u  frequently  fighifies  with  an  Indicative. 

4  Deity 


Chap.  xi. 


by  J  o  h  H  . 


Deity  hath  honoured  with  |  CHAP.  XL 
Inch  an  exalted  and  diftin- 1 1  IX7HJLE  Jefus  conti- 
guifhed  dignity,  and  dele- 1  '  ’  nued  in  fhis  coun- 

natrd  to  be  the  meflenser  of  j,  try,  a  certain  friend  of  hii 
his  will  to  mankind,  for  af- 1  called  Lazarus,  an  inhabitant 
taming  the  title  of  the  Son  of  j  of  Bethany,  the  brother  of 
Cod  ?  I  Martha  and  Mary,  fell  fick. 

37  If  I  do  not  the  miracles  I  2— —This  Mary  was  the 
which  a  divine  meflenger  j  perfon,  who  anointed  our 
might  be  juftly  expe&ed  to  I  Lord  with .  that  coftly  per* 
perform,  do  not  credit  me.  j  fume,  and  who  wiped  away 

38  But  if  I  do — tho*  you  |  the  tears,  with  which  (he 
arc  not  difpofed  to  credit  me  I  bedewed  his 1  feet,  with  her 
on  my  own  authority,  yet  let  |  hair- 

the  operations  thcmfelves  con- 1  3  The  two  lifters,- there- 

vince  you,  what  a  clofe  and  I  fore,  difpatched  a  meflenger 
intimate  union  fubfifts  be- 1  to  Jefus,  to  inform  him, 
tween  the  Deity  and  me.  I  That  the  perfon,  for  whom 

39  At  this  their  rage  kind- 1  he  had  fo  tender  -a  regard, 
led  afrefh,  and  they  attempt- 1  Was  very  d^ngeroufly  mdif- 
cd  to  apprehend  him  by  force  |  poled. 

— but  Jefus  eluded  their  rage,  |  4  When  Jefus  received  the 

and  made  his  efcape  from  j  tneflage  he  faid—  This  lick- 
chem,  I  nefs,  under  which  he  la- 

40  and  palling  over  the  ri-  I  hours,  will  pot  terminate  in 

ver  Jordan  he  wait  to  the  J  death' — It  is  permitted  in  or- 
pfuce  where  John  formerly  I  der  that  the  omnipotence-  of 
baptized,  and  there  refided  j  God  may  be  glorioully  dif- 
l'otne  time.  I  played,  and  that  it  may  af- 

41  Hither  great  numbers  rfbrd  the  Ion  of  man  a  public 
reforted  to  hear  his  inftrufti-  I -opportunity  of  exerting  his 
ons,  and  faid — John  indeed  [  miraculous  power,  and  con- 
worked  no  miracles,  but  every  j  nrming  his  divine  million, 
circumftance,  which  *  John  j  5  Jefus  regarded  all  this 
related  concerning  this  per-  j  family  with  diftinguilhed  af- 
fon,  hath  proved  true.  j  fedho'n. 

42  Here  great  numbers  j  6  But  nojtwithftanding  his 

were  convinced  that  he  was  j  affectionate  efteem  and  love 
the  MelCah.  !  for  them,  he  ftayed  4  two  days 


*  In  order  that  there  might  be  no  (afpicion  of  a  colluGon  with  the 
Ciniiiy. 

X  3  longer 
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longer  in  the  place  where  the 
meflenger  found  him. 

7  After  this  fime  was  ex¬ 
pired  he  .faid  to  his  difciples 
-—Let  us  return  into  Judaea. 

8  The  dilciples  alarmed  at 
fo  unexpected  |  a  propofal, 
laid  —  Can  you  think,  Sir! 
of  returning  into  this  coun¬ 
try,  after  the  Jews  have 
made  fo  many  ■  attempts  to 
murder  you  ? 

9  Jefus  replied — Are  there 
not  twelve  hours  in  the  day, 
and  doth  not  the  fun  illumi¬ 
nate  the  path  of  him,  who 
feduloufly  hufbands  and  im¬ 
proves  them  ? 

10  But  he  who  defers  his 
labours  to  the  unfeafonable 
hours  of  night,  finds  himfeif 
deprived  of  the  ufeful  beams 
of  night,  and  furrounded 
with  uncomfortable  dark- 
nefs,  which  will  impede  and 
entirely  fVuftrate  the  in¬ 
tended  difeharge  of  his 
duty, 

11  After  he  had  fpoken 
thefe  words,  he  laid  to  them 
— — Lazarus,  our  common: 
friend,  is  now  funk  into  re-  j 
pofe-,  but  I  am  going  to  a- 
Wake  him. 

z  a  The  difciples  laid - 

Sir!  the  circumftance  you 
mention  of  his  being  thrown 
into  a  foft  and  profound  re-j 
j  pfe  is  an  happy  indication; 
of  his  Ipeedy  recovery. 

13  Jefus  by  refofe  meant 


the  repofe  of  death*— but  they 
did  not  interpret  his  words 
in  this  fenfe. 

14  When  Jefus  found  they 
mifunderftood  him,  he  told 
them  plainly  that  Lazarus 
had  breathed  his  laft. 

1 5  And  I  am  very  glad 
upon  your  account,  he  add¬ 
ed,  that  I  was  not  at  Betha¬ 
ny  at  the  time  of  his  illnefs — 
for  his  death  will  redound  to 
the  confirmation  of  your  faith 
in  me — Let  us,  however,  go 
to  him. 

16  Thomas  called  Didy- 
mus  then  turned  to  his  fellow 
difciples  and  faid — Let  us  ac¬ 
company  our  mailer  into  Ju¬ 
daea — As  he  rulhes  into  cer¬ 
tain  death  let  us  voluntarily 
lhare  it  with  him. 

1 7  Upon  his  arrival  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Bethany, 
he  was  informed  that  Lazar¬ 
us  had  been  interred  four 
days. 

§—18  Now  as  Bethany 
was  but  about  two  miles  from 
Jerufalem, 

19a  great  number  of  the 
citizens  were  come  to  pay  a 
mournful  vifit  to  the  two  dif- 
co nfolate  fillers,  and  to  con¬ 
dole  with  them  the  lois  of 

their  brother. 

« 

20  Soon  as  Martha  heard 
that  Jefus  was  on  the  road, 

Ihe  hailed  to  meet  him— but 

% 

her  filler  Hayed  in  the  houfe 
with  the  company. 

2 1  When 


Chap.  xl. 


■ 

by  J  o  h  to. 
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2 1  When  Martha  Taw  Je¬ 
fus  (he  fakl  to  him  -  Had 

you.  Sir !  come  looner  I 
Ihould  not  have  loft  my  dear 

brother ! 

2  2  But  even  yet,  tlio*  you 
have  delayed  lb  long,  what- 

favour  you  implore  the 
Almighty  to  beftow,  I  am 
peri'uadcd  he  will  not  deny 
you. 

23  Jefus  faid  to  her— Your 
brother  (hall  be  reftored  to 

life. 

24  I  believe,  replied  Mar¬ 
tha,  he  will  be  reftored  to 
life  at  the  general  refurrec- 
tion. 

25  Jefus  faid  to  her — I  am 
the  author  of  the  refurreftion, 
and  the  donor  of  immortality 
— He  who  is  convinced  that 
I  am  a  divine  mefienger,  and 

obeys  my  do&rines,  tho’  he 
die,  he  (hall  one  day  be  raif- 
ed  to  the  pofieffion  of  eternal 
life ; 

26  and  every  fincere  pro- 
fefior  of  my  religion,  who  is 
living  at  my  (econd  coming, 
(hall  never  feel  the  ftroke  of 

death  to  all  eternity e - Be¬ 

lieved  thou  thefe  truths  ? 

2  7  I  believe.  Sir !  lhe  re¬ 
plied,  that  you  are  the  great 
Mefliah,  the  illuftrious  fon 
of  God,  whofe  coming  the 
antient  prophets  predi&ed. 


28  After  (he  had  (aid  this, 
(he  1  went,  as  Jefus  had  defir* 
ed  tier,  to  her  filter,  and  in  a 
low  voice,  informed  her,-  that 
the  great  prophet  was  come, 
and  wanted  to  lee  her. 

29  When  (he  heard  this, 
(he  role  up  that  moment,  and 
halted  to  meet  him. 

30  Jefus  had  not  proceed¬ 
ed  further  towards  the  vil- 

k 

lage,  but  ltopped  in  ,the  place 
where  Martha  at  firft  met 
him. 

31  When  the  company, 

who  were  with  her  ana  had 
come  to  conlole  her  grief,  per¬ 
ceived  with  what  hafte  (he 
got  up  and  left  the  room 
they  all  concluded  that  (he 
was  gone  to  the  grave  to 
pour  a  flood  of  tears  over  her 
deceafed  brother - and  ac¬ 

cordingly  they  followed  her, 

32  When  Mary  was  come 
up  to,<Jefus,  (he  proftrated 
herfelf  at  fiis  feet  and  (aid  — - 
Had  you  been  pleafed,  Sir  I 
to  have  cojme  fooner  I  Ihould 
not  have  loft  my  dear  brother  I 

33  When  Jefus  faw  hey 
bathed  in  tears,  and  the  Jews, 
who  were  with  her  difiolved 
in  a  flood  of  grief,  the  mourn¬ 
ful  feene  affe&ed  him  with 

the  ftrongeft  fympathy'  and 
forrow. 

34  He  afked  where  they 


1,  by  a  foft  traofition,  be  made  immortal  without  dying, 
the  /me  dodrine,  t  Thef.  iv.  17. 

Y  4  had 


328  TJbe  Hiftory 

m 

had  laid  his  remains  —  They 
fa  id,  Pleafe,  Sir!  to  attend, 
us  to  the  place. 

35  Je  lus  burft  into  a  flood 
of  tears. 

36  The  Jews,,  feeing  the 
tears  {beam  from  his  eyes, 

faid  to  one  another - How 

tenderly  did  he  love  the  de- 
ceafed ! . 

37  But  others  among  them 
faid,  with  a  farcaftical  fneer 

ft 

-—Could  not  this  perfon,  who 
lately  performed  fuch  a  mi¬ 
racle  upon  the  blind  man, 
have  prevented  his  beloved 
friend  from  dying !  . 

38  This  their  incredu¬ 
lity  •  affe&ed  Jefus  and  filled 

him  with  great  emotion - 

Arriving  at  the  monument, 
which  was  dug  in  the  rock, 
and  had  its  entrance  blocked 
up  with  a  large  ftone, 

39  Jefus  faid  —  Remove 
the  ftone  —  Martha  the  lifter 
of  the  deceafed  faid— By  this 
time,  Sir!  his  corple  rauft 
be  very  offenfive,  for  it  is 
four  days  fince  his  inter¬ 
ment  f. 

40  Jefus  faid  to  her — Did 
not  i  aflure  you  that  if  you 
were  convinced  that  I  was  a 

4 
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divine  meflenger,  you  would 
fee  the  power  of  God  giori- 
oufly  exerted  ? 

41  They  then  removed  the 
ftone  from  the  mouth  of  the 
tomb  —  After  which  Jefus 
folemnly  lifted  up  his  eyes  to 
heaven  and  faid  — Almighty 

Father,  I  thank  thee  that 
thou  haft  heard  my  prayer, 
and  granted  my  requelt. 

42  I  am  confcious  that  thou 
art  ever  ready  to  beftow  the 
favours  I  implore— But  I  have 
preferred  this  public  and  fo- 
lemn  addrefs  to  thee,  in  or¬ 
der  that  the  furrounding  mul¬ 
titude  may  be  convinced  that 
this  miracle  is  worked  by  a 
divine  power,  and  that  1  am 
thy  mefienger. 

43  Having  offered  this 
prayer,  he  cried  out  with  a 
loud  and  ftrong  voice  —  La¬ 
zarus  !  come  forth  1 

44  That  moment  the  corpfe 
came  forth,  fwathed  as  it  was 
with  linen  rollers,  and  the 
face  muffled  up  in  a  napkin, 
according  to  the  Jewifh  rites  of 
fcpulpture— Jefus  faid  to  the 
ipe&ators  —  Difengage  him, 
and  give  him  free  liberty  to 
walk  *. 


f  Tvra#T*tQ-  fignifies  one,  who  has  continued  in  any  flaw  or  place 
four  days,  and  mutt  here  refer  not  to  his  death,  but  to  his  interment. 
T*t efidjoi  t*jri  t on  won  tytHtrrQ.  On  the  fourth  day  they  drrived 
at  the  confines.  Xen.  Gyr&p.  p.  266.  Huicbinfon,  8vo.  A 
7ST*rTrt'c/  x-rra,9Tvf$Y*  Died ’m  Siculus,  p,  167.  Edit.  Rlodcm. 

*  Fof  he  . could  not  walk  for  the  rollers.  Being  inftauiewecujfy  reftored 
to  his  former  health  and  ftreagth,  he  made  a  ftuft  to  throw  himielf  oui  of 
the  tomb.  Dr.  Benfoif*  Sermons.  Sermon  i.  p.  ic, 

45  By 
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45  By  this  miracle,  many  |  (hould  not  refled  that  it  is 

of  the  Jews,  who  were  come  I  highly  expedient  that  the  life 
to  con  foie  the  mourning  fif- 1  of  one  individual  (hould  be 
ters,  being  fpe&ators  of  the  |  (hcriflced  for  the  public  uti- 
divine  power  that  Jefus  now  J  lity,  rather  than  that  the  whole 
exerted,  were  convinced  that  |  community  Ihould  be  fatally 
he  was  the  Mefliah.  j  endangered. 

46  Some,  however,  who  I  '  5  j  Thefc  words,  which  the 

were  prefent  on  this  occafion,  j  high  prieft  now  pronounced; 

went  diredtly  to  the  Pharifees,  I  may  oe  interpreted  in  a  ©ro¬ 
und  gave  them  a  minute  de- 1  phctic  fenfc  •*-'  a  fenfe  indeed 
tail  of  the  whole  tranfa&ion,  I  which  he  hifofelf  never  in- 

47  The  high  priefts  and  j  tended — and  may  be  undear* 
Pharifees,  receiving  this  ac- 1  flood  as  a  declaration  from 
count,  convened  a  general  j  the  mouth  of  the  high  pried 
council  —  in  which  they  de-J  hfimfelf.  That  Jefus  was  to 
liberated  how  they  ihould  a£t  I  fill  a  facrifice  for  the  good  of 

in  the  prefent  conjun&ure, j  the  Jewiflt  community.  . 

end  what  meafuresthey  Ihould I  52  6  But  itr  was  not  meteif 
obll-rve  towards  a  man  who  j  for  the  benefit  of  the  Jtwilh 
performed  lb  many  aftonifb-  community  that  Jefus  Tub¬ 
ing  operations.  mined  to  death,  but  in  or^ 

48  If  we,  faid  they,  tamely  der  that  the  ipious  and.  vir- 
fuffer  him  to  go  on  in  this  tuous  difpcrled  in  every  na- 
jnanner,  unmolcfted,  the1  tion  might  be  colleded  to- 
whole  nation  will  become]  gethef,  arid  formed  into  one 
his  converts,  and  conftitutel  common  fociefty. 

him  their  leader  and  fove-1  i  53  From  that  day  they  en- 
reign — which  will  draw  upon  I  tered  into  a  rfcfolurion  to  put 
us  'the  refentment  of  the  Ko- 1  him  to  death, 
mans,  and  provoke  them  to  I  ;  54  Jefus,  therefore,  con- 
deprive  us  for  ever  of  all  ourij  fibious  of  their  fangumary  de¬ 
privileges  civil  and  facred.  I  figns  did  not  any  longer  pub- 

49  Then  Caiaphas,  who  was  !  lick ly  travel  aibout  foe  city, 
that  year  high  prieft,  flood  up  but  removed  to  the  borders 
and  {poke — You  all  appear  I  of  foe  wilderriefs*  .and  refid- 
■to  be  perfcdl  ftrangers  to  the;  I  ed,  along  with  his  difciples, 
true  interefts  of  your  country.  I  in  a  town  called  Ephraim. 

50  I  am  aitonifhed  you  |  §— -55  Th*  Jewifh  paflo- 

»  % 

k 

*  Thefc  arc  the  words  of  the  Evangelic* 

•  • 


ver 


33® 

ver  now  app  rose h ed — before 
the  a&ual  commencement  of 
which  folemnity  great  num¬ 
bers,  as  was  cuftoti)ary,  re¬ 
paired,  from- a]I  parts  of  Jd- 
dcea,  to  the  capital,  to  puri- 

fy  themfelves.  , 

56  This  great  concourfe 
of  people,  meeting '  together 
in  the  temple,  made  anxious 
enquiries  after  Jcfus,.  and 
alked  one  another.  If  they 
knew  he  intended  to  abfegt 
himfelf  from  the  approaching 

fcftival. 

,57  For  the  high  jpriefts 
and  Pharifees  affembfed  in 
council  had  iflued  out  a  pub¬ 
lic  proclamation; . That  if 

any.  perfon  knew  where  he 
sms,  he  ftouki  immediately 

jdifeover  him,  that  he  might 
be  apprehended. 
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x  G I X  days  before  the  paf- 
^  chal  folemnity  Jefus 
came  to  fiethany,  where  La¬ 
zarus,  whom  he  had  lately 
•raifed  to  life,  redded. 

a  The  family,  therefore, 
made  a  groat  entertainment 
for  him—  —at  which  Martha 
waked,  but  Lazarus  fat  flown 
with  die  reft  of  the  company. 

3  But  while  they  were  at 
tame,  Mary  took  a  pound  of 
extremely  rich  and  coftly  per-, 
fume,  which  ihe  diffused  o- 
ver  the  feet  of  Jefus,  as  he 


was  reclining  on  the  couch, 
and  then  ihe  wiped  them  with 
her  hair — With  the  odour  of 
this  valuable  and  fragrantper- 
fume  the  whole  houie  was 
filled. 

4  Judas  Ifcariot,  the  ion 
of  Simon,  who  afterwards 
betrayed  him,  feeing  this  ac¬ 
tion,  faid 

5  —  Ought  this  rich  per¬ 
fume  to  have  been  lavished 
in  this  manner  ?  —  Ought  it 
not  rather  to  have  been  fold 
for  three  hundred  denarii,  and 
the  money  distributed  among 
the  poor ! 

6  He  laid  this,  not  that 
he  had  any  concern  for  the 
poor— but  this  language  was 
the  di&atc  of  an  avaricious 
heart — for  being  appointed 

furie-bcarer  to  Jefus  and  his 
lifciples,  he  ufed  to  convert 
fome  of  the  money  unjuftly 
to  his  own  private  ufe. 

.  7  Jefus  laid— Let  not  her 
conduct  fill  you  with  indig¬ 
nation—  1  confider  this  per¬ 
fume  Ihe  hath  now  beftowed 
on  my  perfon  in  the  light  of 
funeral  honours  paid  to  me. 

8  For  poor  objo&s  you  will 
always  have  around  you 
but  1  Hull  continue  with  you 
but  a  very  Ihort  time. 

1  When  the  common 


people  received  information 
that  Jefus  was  at  Bethany 
they  Hocked  thither  in  prodi¬ 
gious  crowds— 'not  attracted 

only 


« 
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only  by  a  curiofity  to  fee  Je*  of  this  pomp  and  magnifi* 
fus,  but  to  fee  Lazarus,  whom  ceocc  with  which  Jefus  was 
he  had  raifed  to  life.  ulhered  into  the  city  — *•  but 

10  The  high  priefts,  there*  after  his  afcenfion  they  u&» 

fore,  formed  a  refolutiaa  to  derftood  that  thefe  cjrCum- 
murder  Lazarus  too,  I  (lances  had  been  exprrfsly 

1 1  becaute  fuch  numbers!!  foretold  by  the  prophets, 
were  convinced  that  Jefus!  The  people,  who  were 
was  a  divine  meffengcr  by  the  I  along  ••  with  him,  when  he 
miracle  he  had  performed  in  j  called  Lazarus  from  the  tomb, 
reanimating  his  dead  body.  I  and  in(buitd|ieoufty  reftored 

§ — 12  The  day  after  this,  !  him  to  life,  in  the  moft  pub- 
a  prodigious  multitude,  who; I  lie  manner  attefted  this  mi* 
bad  come  from  all  parts  toJracle: 
celebrate  the  feftival,  being  !  1 8  And  the  accounts,  which 
informed  that  Jefus  was  on  |  were  upiverially  propagated 
the  road  to  Jerufalem,  I  of  this  ftupendous  tranfa&jott 

13  took,  branches  of 1  palmi  prere  the  principal  reafon  that 
trees,  and  went  in  folsmn  I  induced  .the*  multitude  to 
proceffion  to  meet  him--*-- 1  flock  in  fuch  numbers  out  of 
piercing  the  air  with  joyful  I  the  city  to  meet  him*  and  to 
acclamations,  and  (hooting— ;!  efeort  him  tjbkher  with  fuch 
Hofannah,  Blefied  is  thegreat  l  magnificet$t  pomp  and  loud 
fovereign  of  Ifrael,  who  now’!  acclamations. : 

comes  in  veiled  with  the  full  | ,  19  But  the  Pharifees,  em¬ 
power  and  authority  of  Je-  l  raged  beyond  meaftKe  at  the 
hovah  !  |  honours  chad  were  paid  h««n 

14  Jefus  advanced  towards  j  do  thk  occaflon,  faid  one  to 

the  city,  riding  upon  a  young!  another — Dq  not  you  fee  that 
afs— by  which  circumftance  I  jail  our  nteafures  tocrufli  this 
the  following  antient  predic-j.impoftorafe  of  no  avail  ? — 
tion  was  verified:  I  Behold  (  the  whole  world  is 

15  “  Indulge,  O  daughter  J  pollened  about  him  I 

of  .Sion,  the  higheft  transports  I ,  $ —20  There  were  then 
of  joy  —  for  thy  king  is  ap-;|  in  the  city  feme  dewmt 
proaching  thy  gates,  fitting  |  Greeks,  who  had  travelled 
on  the  foal  of  an  als.”  I  up  to  folematee  the  fefldvai, 

1 6  The  difciplcs  did  not  j  and  .  to  pay  their  religious 
then  comprehend  the  reafon  f  adoration. 

1  Emblem  and  infignia  of.?i£toiy  and  triumph* 

21  Thcfe 
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CHAP.  X. 

I  AFTER  this  Jefus 

'**  add  reded  to  them 
the  following  difcourfe  —  I 
allure  you  in  the  moft  fo¬ 
ie  mn  manner,  That  he  who 

*  p 

doth  not  regularly  enter 
through  the  door  into  the 
fheep-fold,  but  climbs  over 
the  fence  in  an  indirect  and 
clandeftine  manner,  Ihews 
that  he  hath  an  evil  and  wick¬ 
ed  defign  againft  the  flock. 

2  For  the  tjue  Ihepherd, 
in  the  face  of  day,  direttly 
enters  through  the  door  into 
the  inclofure. 

3  For  him  the  door-keeper 
unlocks  the  gate  —  and  the 
Iheep,  pleafed  with  his  well 
known  voice,  flock  around 
him — Thefe  he  carefles  with 

•w 

affectionate  tendernefs,  fond¬ 
ly  calls  them'  by  their  reipec- 
tive  *  names,  and  leads  them 
to  verdant  paftures. 

4  And  while  he  is  conduc¬ 
ing  them  to  rich  and  fertile 
fields,  they  chearfully  follow 
him,  obedient  to  his  call,  and 
delighted  with  his  accuftom- 
ed  voice. 

$  But  the  guidance  of  a 
ftranger  they  refute,  and  a- 
bandon  him  by  the  moft 
precipitate  flight — for  they  are 


above  figurative 


frighted  and  alarmed  at  his 
unknown  voice. 

6  The 

difcourfe  Jefus  delivered  to 
them,  but  they  did  not  com¬ 
prehend  its  moral  and  defign. 

7  Jefus  then  refumed  the 
fubjeCt  and  faid—  Be  afliired 
that  I  am  the  door  of  God’s 
(heepfold. 

8  All  my  immediate  pre- 
deceffors,  who  fuperintended 
the  flock,  were  perfons  of  the 
moft  immoral  characters,  and 
the  fheep  refufed  their  direc¬ 
tion. 

9  I  am  the  door  of  God’s 
fheepfold — He,  who  through 
me  gains  admiflion  into  the 
inclofure  fhall  for  ever  enjoy 
undifturbed  tranquillity  and 
fafoty,  and  range  at  pleafure 
over  the  moft  extenfive  and 
delcCtable  paftures. 

10  The  thief  flculks  about 
the  fold  fblely  with  a  defign 
to  pillage,  butcher,  and  de- 
ftroy  the  flock — I  came  to 
confult  their  fafety  and  wel¬ 
fare,  and  for  ever  to  fave  them 
from  perdition. 

it  I  am  the  good  fhep- 
herd— A  good  fhepherd  hefi- 
tates  not  to  expofe  his  life  to 
the  moft  imminent  dangers 
to  refeue  and  fave  his  flocks. 

12  But  a  mercenary,  one 


*  In  allafion  to  the  cuflom  of  the  Jcwilh  fliepherds  who  had  names  fur 
their  iheep. 

4  who 
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voice  indlftindly,  feme  faid  I  beams,  while  they  are  indulg- 

—  It  Was  thunder — others,;  I  ed  to  you,  before  the  gloom 
who  heard  the  words  more  I  of  darknefs  feize  and  envelop 
plainly,  declared — It  was  and  you  —  For  he  who  h ath  fur- 
Angcl  that  fpoke  to  him.  1  fered  the  horrors  of  darknefc 

go  Jefus  laid  to  them  — —I  to  overtake  him,  knoweth 
This  heavenly  voice  was  not  j  not  the  path  he  treads,  or 
uttered  fo  much  on  my  ac*  j  whither  his  uncertain  fteps 
count  as  upon  yours  —  that  I  will  conduct  him. 
you  might  be  convinced, that  j  36  While,  therefore,  this 
I  am  a  divine  meflenger.  j  light  is  diffufed  around  yqu, 
g  1  Now  is  the  immorality  ]  be  perfuaded  that  it  is  de- 
of  the  world  going  to  be  con*  rivea  from  a  divine  and  hea- 
demned  and  deftroyed — Now  j  venly  fource,  and  it  will  il¬ 
ls  its  great 0  Sovereign  going  1  luminate  and  guide  you  to 
to  be  dethroned  !  Ihappinefs  —  When  he  had 

32  When  I  am  elevated  I  finimed  this  difeourfe  he  pri- 
above  the  earth,  I  will  at-  j  Tately  retired  from  them, 
trad  all  nations  to  me  by  my  j  ■  37  Bur  aotwithftanding  all 
powerful  influence.  the  demonftrations  of  divine 

gg  By  his  elevation  above  power  which  he  exhibited 
the  earth  he  alluded  to  the  before  them  in  the  moft  pub- 
/tomVff/d r  circumftanccs  of  his-  lie  manned,  they  obftinately 
death.  peril fted  ini  their  infidelity. 

g4  The  multitude  replied  38  So  that  the*  following 

—  Our  fa  cred  books  inform-  predidion  ;  of  Ifaias  was  ac- 
us  that  the  Mefliah  is  never  complifhed — “  O  Lord  1  how 
to  die,  but  to  continue  with  few  have  been  convinced  by 
us  for  ever  —  W  hat  induces  j  all  the  proofs  that  have  been 
you,  therefore,  to  fay  that  I  publickiy  difplayed  !  How 
the  Ion  of  man  mult  be  ele-  I  few  have  -acknowledged  the 

vated  from  the  earth  ?  — *  I  divine  hand  in  the  miraculous 

Who  is  this  fon  of  man  ?  j  power  that  hath  been  ex- 
35  Jefus  faid  to  them  —  I  erted !  " 

The  light  you  now  enjoy  will  I  29  Their  abandoned  vices 
continue  with  you  but  a  very  I  and  depraved  minds  rendered 
Jhort  time  —  Be  diligent  in  ]  it  morally  impoffible  they 
making  the  bdl  ufe  of  its  J  Ihould  receive  him  as  a  divine 

* 

9  Jupittr,  he  means  the  Pagan  mythplogy. 


teacher 
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teacher — for  their  profligate' 
diipofitions  are  again  juftly 
delcribed  by  Iftias. 

40  “  The  eyes  of  this  peo¬ 
ple  are  totally  ohfcured  by 
prejudice-—— their  realbning 
powers  are  entirely  blunted 
by  prepoffeflion^ — fo  that  they 
have  neither  the  faculties  of 
feeing,  hearing,  or  under- 
ftancung,  to  beftow  on  any 
feheme  that  hath  a  tendency 
to  produce  -a  general  refor¬ 
mation  and  amendment  of 
life  among  then!.” 

41  Thde  dear  exprefs  pre¬ 
dictions  Ifaias  uttered,  when 
he  had  the  future  feenes  of 
the  Mefliah’s  glory  ftrongly 
difplayed  before  his  mind. 

42  But  however p,  even  of 
the  moft  eminent  perfonages, 
notwithftanding  their  general 
reje&ion  of  him,  there  were 
many  who  were  convinced 

that  he  had  a  divine  corrrmif- 
Con — but  for  fear  of  the  ini- 
placable  Tefentment  of  the 
Pharifees,  they  durft  not 
openly  acknowledge  their: 
perfuafions,  left  they  (hould 
be  excommunicated. 

43  For  they  chofe  rather 
to  continue  in  the  reputation 
and  efteem  of  men,  than 
from  a  principle  of  truth  and 
conference  to  promote  the  ho¬ 
nour  of  God  and  the  caule  of 
true  religion. 


Ipofi 

lent 


§ — 44  After  this  Jefus 
railed  his  voice  and  laid — He* 
who  believes  me  to  have  a  di¬ 
vine  commiflion,  may  more 
properly  be  faid  to  believe  in 
that  Being,  from  whom  I  re¬ 
ceived  it. 

45  He  who  feth  the  di¬ 
vine  power  I  exert,  feeth  the 

operations  of  Him  who  fent 
me. 

4 6  I  defended  from  hea¬ 
ven  to  illuminate  the  world 
- that  every  one,  who  be¬ 
lieves  me  to  be  delegated  from 
God,  might  not  remain  for 

ever  in  gloomy  and  impene¬ 
trable  darknefs. 

47  But  if  any  one  difbe- 
lieve  my  doctrines;,  and  be 
determined  not  to  be  convin¬ 
ced — I  will  not  at  prefent  con¬ 
demn  and  punilh  him— for  I 
defended  on  earth  not  to 
condemn,  but  fave,  man¬ 
kind. 

48  He,  who  wilfully  re-. 
je6ts  me  and  mine  inftruft  ions, 
(hall  not  however  pafs  uncon¬ 
demned— —The  do&rines, 
which  I  have  delivered*  (hall 
at  the  general  refur  reft  ion  con¬ 
demn  him,  and  greatly  ag¬ 
gravate  his  guilt  and  his  pu- 
niihtnent, 

49  becaufe  the  inftru&ions, 
I  have  delivered,  were  not 
the  dictates  of  mine  own  wif- 
dom  or  inculcated  by  mine 
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own  authority  —  but  the  fu- 
preme  Father,  who  originally 
commifiioned  me  to  teach 

mankind,  gave  me  the  moft 
explicit  and  particular  injunc¬ 
tions,  what  I  ftiould  deliver, 
and  what  truths  I  fhould  re¬ 
veal: 

50  And  as  I  am  confcious 
that  the  doctrines  he  hath 
commiffiontd  me  to  teach  are 
the  conditions  of  eternal  life, 
fo  do  I  propole  to  mankind, 
with  the  greateft  fidelity,  thefe 
divine  precepts,  which  my 
Father  hath  appointed  me  to 
pubiilh. 

CHAP.  XIII. 

1  T5  E  FO  R E  they  cele- 

JO  brated  the  pafchal  fo* 
lemnity,  Jefus,  who  knew 
that  the  time  was  now  arriv¬ 
ed,  when  he  fiiould  quit  this 

world  and  return  to  the  Fa¬ 
ther,  thought  proper  to  ex- 
prefs  to  his  diiciples  that  ar¬ 
dent  and  affectionate  love, 
which  he  had  ever  maintain¬ 
ed  for  them  from  the  time  he 
elected  them  to  the  final  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  life. 
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2  For  Judas  Ifcariot,  the 
fon  of  Simon,  had  already 
been  mitigated  by  the  diabo- 
lical  wickednefe  of  his  heart 
to  form  a  defign  of  delivering 
him  into  the  hands  of  his 
enetpics. 

3'  Jefus  being  confoious 
that  the  Father  had  entrufted 
him  with  the  molt  extenfive 
power  and  authority,  that  he 
originally  defeendedfrom  him, 
and  was  now  very  lhortly  to 
return  to  him— 

4  rofe  abruptly  from  table, 

when  the  paichal  flipper  was 

now  ready,  (tripped  off  his 
upper  garment,  and  girded 
himfelf  with  a  towel,  like  a 

fervant. 

5  He  then  poured  water 
into  a  bafop,  and  began  to 
wafh  his  diiciples  1  feet,  and 
to  wipe  them  with  the  towel, 
which  he  hac{  tied  about  him. 

6  But  when,  proceeding  in 
a  regular  older,  he  came  to 
Simon  Peter 4 .  he  fatd  to  him 

Sir!  do  you  debafe your- 

felf  to  walh  my  feet ! 

7  Jefus  faid  to  him  —You 
do  not  as  yet  underltand  the 
intention  of  this  action— after 


1  An  office,  which  was  performed  by  the  mean  ell  Haves.  Eru  /« 
xciftCr  **  iNrrii.  <■  t.  a.  **  When  it  was  now  time  to  fap,  and  the 
mailer  of  theveflel  had  got  ready  what  accommodations  he  could  provide; 
i'haoniusy  feeing  Pcmpty,  for  want  of  attendants,  begin  to  wafh  himfelf, 
haP.ily  ran  to  him,  aim  performed  for  him  all  thole  menial  offices  which 
Haves  perform  to  their  mailers,  even  to  the  walking  of  his  feet :  ”  o<r* 
S-fvoiaf  /vAe t,  rr4**#  flWW.  Plutarch  P empty.  Edit.  Gr. 

i>;eph.  3 vo.  p.  1203. 


I  have 
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I  have  performed  it  upon  all  |  13  You  honour  me  with 

I  will  acquaint  you  with  its  I  the  titles  of  your  inftruftor 
defign.  I  and  maftcr — *and  the  appel- 

.  8  Peter  replied — You  ftiall  I  lation  is  juft  and  due  to  my 
never  perform  this  humble  I  cha  rafter, 
fervile  office  to  me—  Jefusi  14  If  I  then  your  exalted 
fatd — If  you  refufe  to  fubmit  I  inftruftor  have  demeaned 
to  it,  you  will  have  no  claim  I  myfelf  to  walh  your  feet  % 
to  the  charaftcr  of  my  dif- 1  you  ought  in  like  manner  to. 
ciple.  icondefcend  to  perform  the 

9  Simon  anfwered  —  Do  |  humbleft  offices,  one  to  an- 
not  then,  Sir  I  merely  walh  |  other. 

my  feet,  but  my  hands,  and  I  1 5  For  I  have  exhibited 
my  head.  I  this  before  you  as  a  pattern, 

10  Jefus  replied  —  As  he,  I  what  difpofitions  and  conduft 
who  comes  out  of  a  bath,  I  you  ought  to  obferve,  one 
hath  his  whole  perfon  clean,  I  towards  another. 

except  only  his  feet,  which!  16  Suffer  me  to  allure  you 
contrafts  filth  by  treading  on  that  a  iervant  ought  to  prac- 
the  ground  —  fo  are  you  my  cife  that  condefcenfion  which 
difciples  clean,  but  not  all  of  I  his  lord  deigned  to  praftiie 
you.  I— a  minifter,  that  humility, 

1 1  For  he  knew  the  perlon,  I  which  he  who  gave  him  his 
who  intended  to  betray  him  j  commiffion  himfelf  difplayed. 
—  It  was  from  his  perfeft  17  Since  you  know  your 
knowledge  of  his  wickednefs  j  duty  in  this  inftance,  happy 
that  he  now  faid— you  are  not  are  ye  if  you  praftife  it. 

all  clean.  I  1 8  Not  that  I  addrefs  thefe 

w  0 

12  After  he  had  walked  all  |  inftruftions  to  all  — — . for  1 

nis  difciples  feet,  he  put  on  know  the  difpofitions  of  every 
his  cloaths,  and  refumed  his  one  of  you  whom  1  have  cho- 
former  feat  at  table  —.then  1  fen  to  be  my  companions  — 
addrefling  himfelf  to  them,  1 1  know  that  to  one  of  you 
thus  fpoKe — Do  you  know  I  may  be  juftly  applied  that 
the  inftruftion  I  intended  to  I  paffage  of  feripture  —  “  He 
convey  to  you  by  this  aftion  ?  j'that  eats  with  me  at  one  com- 

T  41  ftUxandcr  fent  100  talents  to  Pbecitx*  On  the  arrival  of  the  mef* 

* 

fengers  P bid  on  fetched  water  from  a  well,  and  •wajktd  tbsir  fttt.  at«- 
tt*7tn  tm  voJ'af.  His  performance  of  io  fervile  an  office  gave  them 
great  pain.”  Plutarch  Phocion,  p.  1 376. 
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mon  table  hath  lift  up  his 
heel  againft  me.” 

19  I  thought  proper  to 
give  you  previous  informa¬ 
tion  of  this  treachery,  that 
when  it  is  executed,  it  may 
l'erve  to  corroborate  your  be¬ 
lief,  That  I  am  the  Meffiah. 

20  In  the  moft  folemn 
manner  I  allure  you,  that  c* 
very  one,  who  receiveth  you, 
in  effect  receiveth  me— and 
he  who  obeys  my  inftruftions, 
obeys  the  will  of  God  who  au¬ 
thorized  me  to  reveal  it  to 
mankind. 

21  When  Jefus  had  faid 
this,  he  funk  into  great  per¬ 
turbation  and  diftrefs  of  mind 
— and  after  fome  time  faid— 
Mod;  certainly  I  know  that 
one  of  you  will  treacheroufly 
deliver  me  into  the  hands  of 
my  enemies. 

22  At  this  declaration  they 
were  confounded  and  looked 
with  aftonilhment,  one  at  an¬ 
other,  not  knowing  whom  it 
was  he  intended. 

23  One  of  the  difciples, 
whom  Jefus  diftinguilhed 
with  his  love,  happened  then 
to  be  reclining  on  his  bofoni  *. 

24  To  this  perlbn  Simon 
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Peter  made  a  fign,  that  he 
would  alk  Jefus  who  the  per- 
fon  was  he  fixed  upon. 

25  This  difciple  then  whif- 
pered  Jefus  in  the  ear,,  and 
alked  him  whom  he  meant. 

26  Jefus  faid  in  a  low 
voice — He,  to  whom  I  fhall 
give  a  morfel  of  the  meat, 
after  I  have  dipped  it  in  the 
fauce,  is  the  man—  He  then 
dipped  a  morfel  in  the  fauce, 
and  gave  it  to  Judas  Hcariot. 

27  After  he  had  received 
this  he  was  fired  with  relent- 
ment  *,  and  indicated  to  the 
perpetration  of  his  diabolical 
defigns — Jefus  faid  v.  him— 
What  you  intend  to  do,  do  it 
immediately. 

2  8  But  none  of  the  reft  of 
the  company  knew  what  it 
was  he  ordered  Judas  to do. 

20  For  fome  thought,  be¬ 
cause  Judas  was  the  purfe- 
bearer,  that  Jefus  had  order¬ 
ed  him  to  purchafe  what  was 
neceflary  for  the  "  enfuing 
days  of  the  feftival — or,  that 
he  had  ordered  him  to  give ' 
fomething  to  the  poor. 

30  The  moment,  there-: 
fore,  after  he  had  received 
the  morfel  of  meat  that  Jefus 


*  He  lay  at  Tapper  on  the  fame  couch,  and  next  to  Jefus. 

1  Bccaufe  he  was  confdons  that  he  was  the  perl'on,  and  that  Jtfut  knew 
it.  This  trui (ported  him  with  rage,  and  hurried  him  into  the  itrMtdiaU 
execution  of  his  perfidy.  . 

”  The  Paflbvcr  was  celebrated  /even  days.  Exod.  xii.  19. 

# 

Vo I.  Z  gave 
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gave  him,  he  got  up  abrupt¬ 
ly,  and  left  the  room  —  The 
night  was  now  advancing. 

31  After  he  had  quitted 
the  company,  Jefus  faid  with 
great  emotion  —  Now  is  the 
Ion  of  man  going  to  be  dig¬ 
nified  with  the  molt  illuftri- 

ous  honours  —  and  God  hath 

■ 

been  eminently  honoured  by 
him* 

32  And  w  firice  God  hath 
been  confpicuouily  honoured 
by  his  life  and  actions,  God 
will,  in  return,  crown  him 
with  the  molt  diftinguilhed 
honours— and  thefe  he  Will 
very  *  Ipeedily  confer. 

:  33  F< or,  my  dear  compa¬ 
nions,  my  flay  with  you  will 
be  but  or  a  very  fhort  conti¬ 
nuance— You  will  anxioufly 
feek  me,  and  wifh  for  my 

F refence  among  you — but  as 
formerly  faid  to  the  Jews, 
fo  I  now  fay  to  you — y  **  In¬ 
to  the  regions  which  1  vific, 
you  fhall  not  at  this  time  be 
admitted. 

34  A  new  precept  I  ftriCt- 
ly  enjoin  upon  you — Love 
one  another —  Tnofe  kind  af¬ 
fections,  which  I  have  ever 
exprefied  towards  you,  do 
you  mutually  exprels  to  each 
other.  . 


chcrifh  that  mutual  love 
which  I  recommend  to  you, 
you  will  be  univcrfally  diftin- 
gui  filed  and  known  tor  my 
aifciples. 

30  Simon  Peter  faid  to  him 
•To  what  place.  Sir  l  do  you 
intend  to  remove? — To  che 
place  where  I  am  going,  faid 
Jefus,  you  cannot  follow  me 
at  this  time  -  — —  but  in  fub- 
fequent  life  you  fliall  be  en¬ 
abled  to  follow  me, 

37  But  why,  refumed  Pe¬ 
ter,  am  not  I  permitted  now 

to  accompany  you - 1  will 

moft  chearfulfy  lay  down  my 
life  for  you. 

38  Will  you,  replied  Je¬ 
fus  chearfully  lay  down  your 
life  for  me  ? — 1  afluredly  dc* 
dare  to  you,  that  before  the 
cock,  crows,  you  will  three 
times,  in  the  moft  folemn 
manner  afiert  that  you  never 
was  my  difciple. 


CHAP.  XIV. 

1  TJ  UT  be  not  alarmed 
■*-*  and  dejeCted  at  thefe 
approaching  feenes — Ye  be¬ 
lieve  in  the  Being  and  provi¬ 
dence  of  God,  and  ye  believe 
in  my  divine  million  and  cha¬ 
racter. 


35  If  you  cultivate  and I  2  In  my  Father’s  houfe 


*  F?  with  an  indicative, 
7  He  meant  the  grave* 


2  Alluding  to  his  re  function 
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are  many 1  apartments,  fitted  j  and  we  (hall  deem  this  con. 
for  the  reception  of  holinefs  j  vidion  enough, 
and  virtue  —  If  immortality  I  9  Jefus  faid  to  him— Have 

was  a  fidion,  I  would  ho-  j  I  been  fo  long  converfant 
neftly  allure  you  it  was — hut  j  among  you  without  your 
I  am  going  to  prepare  a  place  I  knowing  my  original  and  de-r 
for  you  in  thofe  happy  re-  I  fcent  ?  —  Philip,  be  allured, 
gions.  j  thqt  he,  who  hath  fecn  me, 

3  And  1  when  I  am  gone  I  hath  in  effed  ieen  the  Father 

V  r  I 

and  have  prepared  a  place,  J  — and  how  can  you  folicit  me 
I  will  return  and  receive  you  I  to  Ihow  you  the  ineffable  glory 
to  be  my  infeparable  compa-  j  pf  the  Father  ? 
nions  in  future  bleflednefs—  j  10  Are  you  not  convinced 
and  in  thole  happy  feats,  j  from  the  ‘whole  of  my  life, 
where  1  relide,  you  lhall  for  I  that  I  and  my  Father  are  in- 
ever  dwell.  j  timately  united  in  the  molt 

4  The  place  whither  I  am  j  endearing  and  indilToluble 
going  you  k now,  and  the  way  I  bonds  of  affection  and  con- 
that  conduits  to  it  you  know.  I  cprd  ?  —  For  the  dodrines  I 

5  Thomas  faith  to  him—  J  have  delivered  to  you  are 

We  know  not.  Sir!  the  place  j  .not  derived  from  mine  own 
to  which  you  arc  removing,  .1  perlonal  authority  and  wif- 
and  confequently  how  can. we  1  dom  —  All  my  precepts  and 
know  the  way  that  leads  to  I  all  my  miracles  have  God  for 
it  ?  I  their  author,  and  folely  flow 

6  Jefus  replied — I  am  the  I  from  the  efficacious  and  per- 
true  way  that  leads  to  eternal  j  manent  influence,  imparted 
life — none  can  gain  accefs  to  J  to  me  by  the  Deity. 

the  Father,  but  by  me.  j ;  1 1  If  you  refufe  to  credit 

7  Did  you  know  my  ori- 1  ;me  upon  my  cwn  affertion  that 

ginal,  you  would  have  known  I  the  Deity  and  mylelf  are  mu- 
iny  Father,  from  whom  I  de-||  tually  conneded  by  the  molt 
lived  it  —  buc  now  you  both  J.  intimate  ties  of  confent  and 
know  and  fee  him.  I  love  • —  yet  fufFer  the  opera- 

S  Philip  faid  to  him  I  dons  I  have  performed  to 
Favour  us  with  a  fight  of  the.j  work  this  convidion  in  you. 
ine fable  glory  of  the  Father,  j  1 2  Let  me  folemnly  de- 


*  Alluding  to  the  many  apartments  of  the  tempi*. 

A  i‘erb  is  in  the  fir  3  Aorijl.  .  See  Chap.  xvx.  7. 
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clare 


34^  7 he  Hiftofy  of  Jesus  Chap,  xiv; 

clarc  to  you.  That  every  dif- 1  ger  I  refer  to,  is  the  Holy 
ciple,  who  hath  an  undoubt-  J  Spirit,  the  teacher  of  truth 
ed  perfuafion  of  the  truth  of  j  — —  whofe  evidences  a  de¬ 
my  religion,  (hall  not  only  be  1  praved  world  will  not  ad- 
empowered  to  perform  the  I  mit,  having  no  virtuous  dil- 
fame  miracles  I  hive  perform-  I  portions  to  difeern,  and  to 
ed,  but  be  enabled,  after  my  Joe  convinced  by,  his  opera- 
departure,  to  ekert b  greater  |  rions  —  But  you  will  have  a 
powers  than  any  1  have  ever  j  grateful  and  confdous  per- 
exhibited.  jfuafion  of  his  powerful  in* 

•  13  And  whatever  miracle  J  flue  nee,  for  he  will  continue 
you  implore  the1  fupreme  Be- 1  with  you,  and  (bed  his  ener- 
ing  to  effeft  by  an  authority  J  gy  upon  your  minds, 
derived  from  him;  if  it  tend  j  18  I  will  not  leave  you  in 
to  the  glory  of  pod  and  the  j  a  deftitute  and  forlorn  con- 
confirmation  of  the  gofpel,  it  |  dition— I  will  foon  return  to 
(hall  be  effected.  |  confole  and  afTift  you. 

14  Whenever  you  folicir,  I  19  For  tho’  in  a  very  fhort 
that  any  operation  may  be  I  time  I  (hall  remove  from  this 

riformed  by  my  authority,  |  world,  yet  I  will  not  remove 
will  empower  you  to  per- 1  from  you — for  as  I  rife  to  im- 
fortn  it.  I  mortality,  you  (hall  alfo  be 

1 5  If  you  love  me,  (how  I  railed  to  the  fame  glorious 
the  genuinenefs  of  your  j  inheritance, 
love  by  a  confcientious  re-  I  20  After  my  refur  re  ft  i  on , 
gard  to  the  precepts  of  my  you  will  be  fully  convinced 
religion.  that  I  have  been  inverted  with 

16  If  you  maintain  this  the  authority  of  God,  that 
virtuous  fidelity  to  me,  I  will  you  are  endowed  with  a  pow- 
implore  the  Deity  to  befriend  er  derived  from  me,  and  that 
you— who  will  from  his  in-  I  am  the  author  of  thofe  ope- 
(intte  goodnefs  fend  you  an-  j  rations  which  you  will  be  an¬ 
other  comforter,  to  continue  I  abled  to  difplay, 
with  you  *  as  long  as  you  j  21  But  remember  thrt  the 
'live.  .  |  foie  left  anti  proof  of  the  ge- 

1 7  The  heavenly  meffen- 1  nuinenefs  of  any  perfon’s  love 

k  For  a  proof  of  this  prediction,  fee  Afls  v.  17.  Chap.  xix.  12.  The 
A  potties  converted  more  people  in  exe  day  than  all  Lhe  miracles  of  jefus 

had  done.  . 

■ 

*  This  was  add  refled  to  the  dilciples  only.  F,/t  rey  ejora.  therefore 
jnuft  neceflarily  have  this  fenfc, 

10 
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to  me,  is  a  conftant  obcdi-  f  26  But  the  Comforter,  the 
ence  to  my  inftructions — He  Holy  Spirit,  whom  my  Fa- 
who  thus  expreffes  his  love  ther  will  fend  to  you,  and  in¬ 
to  me,  will  fecure  the  favour  veft  with  my  authority,  will 
and  complacency  of  God  —  communicate  to  you.  the  molt 
and  fuch  a  virtuous  difciple  fublitne  and  important  truths* 
fhall  be  the  objedt  alfo  of  my  -and  enable  you  diftindlly  and 
love,  and  1  will  recompenle  clearly  to  underftand  all  the 
the  fincerity  of  his  affedtion  inftrudtions,  which  I  perfon* 
to  me  by  making  thecleareft  ally  taught  you.  . 
difcovery  of  myfelf  to  him.  [  27  I  bid  you  adieu,  wifh- 

22  Here  the  apoftle  Jude  I  ing  you  all  divine  and  hu- 
- a  different  pcrfon  from  [  man  happinefs,  not  in  the  * 

judas  Ifcariot—  faid  to  him  I  unmeaning,  ceremonial  man- 
—  What  induces  you,  Sir !  |  ner  the  world  repeats  this  fa- 
todifcover  yourfelf  to.  us,  but  |  lutation— — Be  not  d ejected, 
not  openly  to  the  public  ?  |  diipel  your  forrows,  let  not 

23  Jefus  faid  to  him  — If  |  the  fad  prpfpedt  overwhelm 
a  perfon  love  me,  he  will,  ex-  |you  in  defpair. 

prefs  the  fincerity  of  his  love  l|  28  For  I  have  faithfully 
by  an  obfervance  of  my  pre- 1  told  you,  that  tho*  I  leave 
cepts  —  and  fuch  a  virtuous  [  you,  I  will  foon  return  to  you 

perfon  will  my  Father  love,  I - Did  you  love  me,  you 

and  we  will  both  conftantly  I  would  be  tranfported  with 
aid  and  befriend  him  —  and  I  joy,  to  think  that  I  am  going 
with  fuch  a  mind  we  will  I  to  the  cver-blefied  God,  a 
ever  maintain  a  pleafing  in- 1  Being  fo  trajnlcendently  fupe? 
tercourfe.  I  riour  to  me  in  dignity  and 

24  He  who  hateth  me,  greatnefs. 

difregards  and  contemns  my  29  I  have,  at  this  time, 
dottrines — tho*  the  dodtrines  made  thcfe .  exprefs  declara* 
you  have  heard  me  deliver  tions  of  my-  fpeedy  removal 
are  not  mine,  but  God’s  who  from  you,  in  order  that, 
fent  me.  when  I  am  removed,  they 

25  Thefc  inftrudtions  have  may  ferve  as  an  additional 
1  freely  delivered  to  you,  dur-  confirmation  that  I  am  the 
ing  the  ihort  time  that  is  al-  Meffiah. 

lotted  me  to  be  perfonally  30  I  fhall  not  have  an  op- 
prefent  with  you.  portunity  of  a  long  converia- 

*  Becaufe  bU  bleffing  would  derive  upon  tliem  every  fubslantial  felicity. 

Z  3  cion 
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tiori  with  you— for  I  lhall 
loon  be  in  the  hands  of  my 
wicked  perfecutors,  who  yet 
will  not  be  able  to  find  any 
thing  criminal  ih  my  life  arid 

conduit. 

31  But  by  means  of  my 
dpprehenfioo,  my  innocence 
will  be  publickly  attefted, 
and  my  ftrift  conformity, 
throughout  the  whole  of  life, 
to  the  will  of  my  father,  will 
beopenly  known  and  acknowl¬ 
edged— -Conte,  let  us  imme¬ 
diately  remove  from  this 
place, 

% 

4 

CHAP.  XV. 

1 

i  ]\/r  Y  religion  repreferits 

J.TA  a  vine,  of  which  iiiy 
Father  is  the  proprietor. . 

2  Every  branch  of  this 
vine,  that  is  unfruitful,  he 
lops  off,  and  every  branch 
that  bears  grapes  he  careful¬ 
ly  prunes  and  drefles,  that  it 
may  produce  fruit  in  more 
copious  abundance. 

3'  And  you  have  already 
received  this  culture  by  means 
of  the  doctrines  in  which  1 
have  inftru&ed  you, 

4  Let  nothing,  therefore, 
feparate  that  union,,  by  which 
you  and  I  are  connected  to¬ 
gether  -  ■  -  for  as  the  branch 
cannot  bear,  but  mnft  necef- 
farily  wither  and  die,  when 
fevered  from  the  original  flock 
*-rih  like  manner  will  you  be 
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a 

deprived  of  all  vital  influen- 

■  ces  unlefs  you  continue  indif- 
folubly  united  to  me, 

5  For  I  am  the  vine,  you 
are  the  branches-^—  That 

■  branch  that  is  (irmly  connec- 
:  ted  to  me,  and  imbibes  that 

;  genial  nourifliment  which  1 
\  fopply,  will  produce  fruit  in 
the  richeft  abundance — for  if 

r 

all  communication  be  cut  off 
betwixt  us,  you  muft  lan¬ 
guid!  and  die. 

6  If  any  branch  doth  not 
^continue  united  to  me,  it 

f  * 

withers,  is  cut  down,  and 
i  thrown  out  of  the  vineyard, 
where  it  is  picked  up,  cad 
into  the  fire,  and  burnt, 

7  But  if  you  infeparably 
adhere  to  me,  and  imbibe  the 
inftru&ions  1  have  communi¬ 
cated  to  you,  you  fhaU  not 
meet  with  a  repulfe,  what¬ 
ever  miraculous  operation 
you  implore  me  to  effect  in 
confirmation  of  your  autho* 
rity. 

•  8  You  will  both  honour 
God,  and  approve  yourlelves 
my  genuine  difciples,  if,  be¬ 
ing  thus  cultivated,  you  pro¬ 
duce  fruit  in  rich  and  ample 
abundance. 

9  Since  God  hath  deigned 
to  make  you  the  objects  of 
his  love,  and  I  have  ever  en¬ 
tertained  the  tendered  affec¬ 
tion  for  you,'  do  you  in  re¬ 
turn  maintain  the  fame  invi¬ 
olate  fidelity  and  love  to  me. 

10  The 
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jp  The  only  way  to  fecure 
the  continuance  or  my  love 
to  you  is  the  eonftant  practice 
of  my  commandments — as  it 
is  folely  by  an  uniform  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  Divine  com¬ 
mands  that  1  have  been  dik 
tinguiihed  by  the  compla¬ 
cency  and  love  of  my  Father. 

ill  have  given  you  theft 
jnftrudtions,  with  the  pleaf- 
ing  hope,  that  I  ihall  reap 
the  tnoft  confummate  joy  in 
your  obedience,  and  that 
your  joy  might  allb  be  com- 
pleat,  and  perfedt. 

12  A11  my  advice  to  you 
is  virtually  comprifed  in  this 
one  capital  precept  —  Love 
one  another  with  the  fince- 

rity,  with  which  I  have  loved 
you. 

13  It  is  impoflible  there 
can  be  an  higher  demonftra- 
tion  of  love,  than  for  a  per- 
ion  chearfully  to  fubniit  to 
death  for  the  fake  of  his 

friends : 

14  yet  fucb  is  the  ardent 

and  exalted  friendfbip  I  have 
for  you — provided  you  faith¬ 
fully  difeharge  the  duties  I 
have  enjoined  upon  you. 

1 5  I  call  you  not  fervants 
— the  fervant  is  a  ft  ranger  to 
the  will  of  his  mafter— but  I 
dleem  and  honour  you  as 
my  friends ,  fince  to  you  I 
have  faithfully  imparted  all 
the  important  discoveries 


which  my  Father  Communi¬ 
cated  to  me. 

* 

16  It  was  not  you  who 
chofc  me  your  alfociate,  but 
I  fele&ed  you  to  be  my  com¬ 
panions,  and  have  commif- 
fioned  you  to  publifh  my  re¬ 
ligion  in  the  world,  and  col¬ 
lect  a  great  and  glorious  har- 

veft  of  converts  to  it  — —  m 

■ 

confirmation  of  which,  what¬ 
ever  miraculous  power  you 
earneftly  beg  the  Almighty 
may  be  exerted  by  my  au¬ 
thority,  you  (hall  be  enabled 
to  exert  it. 

1 7  Let  me  repeat  it — All 
the  rules  of  my  religion  are 
fummariiy  contained  in  this 
one  precept  Love  one  an¬ 
other. 

1 8  If  the  World  purfue  you 
with  implacable  hatred,  you 

know  that  I  your  mafter,  be¬ 
fore  you,  wlas  perfecuted  with 
the  lame  unrelenting  rage. 

19  Were  your  affections 
and  deft  res'  folely  affixed  to 
this  world,  the  world  would 
carefs  you  as  its  genuine 
children  — —  but  fince  yotlr 
principles  and  views  are  ele¬ 
vated  a  bote  this  vain  and 
perifhing  life,  and  I  have  fe- 
p  a  rated  you  from  fccular  af¬ 
fairs  to  be.  my  companions, 
knowing  the  virtuous  difpo- 
fitions  by  which  you  were 
actuated  j  no  wonder  that 
you  are  held  in  deteftation 
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by  that  deprived  world, led  an  averfion  againft  my 

whofe  purfuits  you  condemn  I  Father. 

and  abhor.  I  24  Had  not  I  openly  ex- 

20  Remember  the  obfer- 1  hibitecl  before  them  fucii  no¬ 
vation  I  have  fo  often  repeat*  I  raculous  operations  as  no 
ed  —  That  the  fervant  mud  I  other  perfon  ever  performed, 
expeft  no  bettier  treatment  I  their  vices,  comparatively, 
than  his  matter  hath  experi- 1  would  have  admitted  of  fome 
enced — For  if  they  have  per- 1  apology—  but  now  tho*  they 
fecuted  me,  they  will  perfe- 1  have  been  witneflea  of  aU 
elite  y  pu :  if  they  have '  watch- 1  thole  aftonilhing  powers 

ed  my  words  With  an  infidious  I  which  I  have  exerted,  yet 
defign  to  pick  out  fomething  I  they  have  conceived  the  mott 
obnoxious,  they .  will  al(o  j  bitter  and  violent  reientments 
watch,  your  words  with  the  I  againft  me,  and  have  ottered 
lame  captious  views-  I  the  moft  impious  affront  to 

'  2j  All  thefe  injuries  and  I  that  Being  who  enabled  me 
fufijerings  they  will  inflift  I  to  perform  them, 
upon  you  for  your  attach- 1  25  But  I  may  apply  to 

.  meiit  to  my  caufe— for  thefe  I  their  inveterate  prejudices 
perfecutions  will  be  excited!  I  and  rage  againft  me  the  fol- 
againft  -  you'by  thofe  who  are  1  lowing  expreffion  in  their 
entire  ft  rangers  and  enemies  I  facred  books  —  “  Their  ha- 
to  religion f,  1  tred  of  me  is  entirely  without 

22  Had  I  never  made  my  I  foundation.** 
appearance  among  them,  and  I  26  But  when  the  Com- 
.  never  published  the  great  I  forter  comes,  the  Holy  Spirit, 

truths  1  was  commiflioned  to  |  the  teacher  of  truth,  whole 
reveal  to  them,  they  might  j  powerful  effufion  the  Father 
hayc  pleaded  .  fomething  in  j  will  grant  you  at  my  folici- 
exten nation  of  their  guilt  -A  ration  >—r  he  will  ftamp  my 
but  now  their  vices  are  to  the  J  do&rines  with  the  moft  fa* 

laft  degree  aggravated  and  1  cred  and  incon tellable  fanc- 
Unjuftifiable.  Irion. 

23  ,  Every  one,  who  hateth,  I  27  And  you  alfo,  who  have 
me,  hath  pfevioufjy  conceiv--  !  been  my  conftant  companions 


*  Trip*  frequently  hath  this  fcnfe.  See  Knatcbiul  in  loe. 

*fbej  knew  nst  him  w£e  /tntm,  i.  e.  they  have  no  regard  for  natural 
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from  the  commencement  of  j  dire&  your  view  to  thele 
my  public  miniftry,  are  wit- :  forbidding  profpe&s. 
nefles,  what  I  have  taught,  5  But  now  1  faithfully  exp¬ 
and  how  I  have  lived.  .  hibit  them  before  your  eyes, 

fince  1  am  now  arrived  at  the 

CHAP.  XVI.  <  clofe  of  life,  and  am  lo  flior£- 
1  T  Have  faithfully  told  you  If  to  return  to  my  Father  -7- 

A  in  what  troubles  you  Yet  none  of  you  aflcs  me,  To 
will  be  involved,  that  you  what  manfions  I  am  return^ 
may  not  be  dilcouraged  by  ing? 
them,  and  be  induced  to  apo-  ^  6  Inftead  of  making  this 
ftatize  from  my  religion;  .  important  enquiry,  you  fufv 

2  You  will  be  excommu- ;  fer  your  hearts  to  be  over- 
nicatcd  and  excluded  from  an  j  whelmed  in  forrow  and  dejec- 
attendance  on  religious  wor-l  tion  at  the  gloomy  profpe&s 
Ihip— The  time  is  approach- j  I  have  opened  unto  you. 
ing,  when  you  will  be  held  in  j  7  But  let  me  declare  with 
luch  univerfal  abhorrence  and  I  the  greateft  fincerity  and 

decollation,  that  he,  who  im- 1  faithfulnefs—— That  my  re- 
brues  his  hands  in  your  blood,  j  moval  from  you  is  greatly  for 
will  really  believe  that  he  im-  j  your  advantage — for  unlefs  I 
molates  a  moft  acceptable  leave  you,  the  Comforter  wiH 
victim  to  God.  I  not  come  to  yoUf-but  *  when 

3  They  will  purfue  you  J I  am  gone,  I  will  afluredly 

with  this  implacable  rage  and  I  fend  him  to  fupply  my  ab- 
fury,  becaule  they  hold  in;|  fence.  • 

equal  contempt  the  truths  of  I  8  When  he  comes,  lie 
natural  religion  with  thofe  will  fhow  to  the  world,  in  the 
which  I  have  revealed.  j  ftrongeft  light,  the  aggrava- 

4  l  have  without  referve  J  tion  of  their  guilt— -the  ne- 
freely  delivered  to  you  this.j ceflity  of  holinefs — -and  the 
prediftion that  when  you '  fentence  tha;  God  hath  pa  (Ted 
are  involved  in  thefe  evils,  !  upon  them.) 

you  may  remember  my  j  9  He  will  (how  the  world 
words,  and  be  confirmed  in '  the  aggravation  of  their  guilt 
the  truth  of  my  religion  —  I  —  for  rejecting,  and  difbe- 
judgeditnotproperatthefirft  lieving  me;  to  be  a  divine 
beginning  of  my  miniftry  to  mefiengcr. 

•  a 

V  1  4 

I 

1  Not,  if  I  go,  implying  a  doubt  whether  he  would  go  at  all.  The 
yerb  is  in  the  frit  eurif  See  Chap.  xiv.  3. 
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ip  He  will  fhpw  the  world  j  fuggeft  to  him,  he  will  freely 
the  neceffity  Ofpolinels — -ber  ]  reveal  to  you. 

jcaufe  I  go  to  the  Father,  and]  15  The  reafon  of  my  fay* 

fhaB  be  appointed  by  him  I  ing,  That  1  fhall  fuggeft:  to 
the  governour.  and  judge  of  I  him  what  difcoveries  he  (hall 
*U  mankind*  a  impart  to  you  is,  becaufe  the 

11  He  will  Stow  men  the  I  Father  hath  veiled  me  with 
fentence  that  God  hath  palled  I  univerfal  dominion,  and  hath 
.upon  the.  wotld-rrbecaufe  that  I  oonftituted  me  the  governour 
idolatry,  which  hath  fo  long  J  of  fH  things. 

feigned  triumphant,  Ihall  be  1  16  In  a  very  little  time  you 

.dethroned.  J  will h  not  fee  me  —  in  a  very 

1  a  I  could  acquaint  you  1  yefy  little  time  you  will  fee 
with  many.  p«iiQq?lae*  relat-J  me  again  *  —  for  I  am  going 
jng  to  the  publication  of  niy  J  to  jbe  Father,  Ihortly  to  re¬ 
religion,  but. I  am  fenfible]  turn, 
you  fuw  could  not  bear  die]  17  Here  the  difdples  laid 
mention  of  then).  I  one  to  another  —What  can 

12  But,  when  the  ipirit  of]  he  mean  by  faying.  In  a  little 

•  truth  comes  j  he  will  initiate  j  rime  he  will  relmquilh  us, 

you  into  a  perfect  knowledge  j  and  then  in  .a  little  time  he 
of  the  whole  feheme  and  de-  will  reyifit  us  ? - and  what 

of  the  gofpeW- — for  the  doth  he  alfo  intend  by  faying, 

•  difcoveries  be  fhjall  reveal  to!  That  he  is  going  to  the  Fa* 

.you,  will  not.  npft  upon  his  ther  ? 

own  authority,  but  they  will,  18  We  cannot,  they  faid, 
-be  comm vi melted  to  him  by :  comprehend  the  meaning  of 
the  Supreme  Father  of  all  this,  very  obfeure  language, 
* — The  important; truths,  and.  or  affix  any  clear  ideas  to  his 
.predidions  of  future  events,  words.  . 

•  which  have  been  imparted  to;  .19  Jefus  being  confcious 
;him,  he  will  impart  to  you.  |  .that. they  were  yery  defirous 

14  This  divine,  pcribnwillj  he  Jhould  give  them  an  ex- 
give.  a  glorious  atteftation  to;  plication  of  the  terms  he 
the  truth  and  excellency,  of]  made  ufe  of,  faid  to  them — 
.my  religion* — for  all  the  die-  My  expreffions,  it  Items, 
tates  and  connfels  which  I  -have  ..excited  an  anxious  en* 


31  Namely,  be  wo  old  be  torn  from  them  by  death. 

1  After  his.  refmreftioxu 

* 

quiry 
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quiry  among  you,  -what  Ij  2  3  You  ‘  will  at -that  time 
meant  by  faying,  That  in  a!  have  no  occafion  to  require, 
very  Ihort  time  you  would  I  from  me  the  fokrtion  or  du<» 
lofe  me,  but  in  a  very  ihort  I  fcktos  and  difficult  queftkmS 
time  I  ihould  reappear  among  I  —For  .be-  allured,  that  what* 
you.  I  ever  affiftance 1  you  implore 

20  Let  me  folemnly  allure  I  thd  Supreme  Father  to  bellow 

you, That  tho*  at  the  time  when  I  for  the  confirmation  and  pro- 
I  am  violently  tom  from  you,  |  motion  of  my  gofpel,  he  will 
you  will  be  overwhelmed  in  I  freely  impart  it  to  you. 
extreme  forrow  and  deje<5tion,  I  24  Hitherto  you  have  te* 
while  the  world  is  elated  with  I  quelled  nothing  of  the  Deity, 
the  higheft  tranfport  and  ex*  |  as  being  my  difcipks  — *  But 
uitation — yet  your  grief  and  j  Mto  prefer  your  petitions  to 
defpair  fhall  Toon  be  convert-  I  God  in '  my  name,  and  you 
ed  into  ccftafies  of  joy.  I  (hall  not  be  reputed,  but’  be 

21  Asa  woman,  the  time  j  Sited  with  com  pleat  joy  add 
of  whofe  pregnancy  is  com-  I  felicity  of  mind. 

pleated,  is  in  her  difficult!  35  Many  of  the  dtfeourfes, 
hour  affii&ed  with  the  molt  1  which  I  -hdve  delivered  to 
excruciating  pain — yetirsme*- 1  you,  have  been  figurative 
diately  after  her  delivery,  be- 1  and  obfeure — but  the  time  is 
in <5  congratulated  on  the  birth  I  approaching,  when  I  fhall  no 
of  a  fon,  her  heart  bounds  J  longer  involve  my  inftrudions 
with  tranfport,  and  all  re*  lin  fiction  and  fable,  but  in 
membrance  of  her  late  an-  I  the  moft  plain  and  utrdifguif* 
guilh  is  totally  fwallowed  up  I  ed  manner  reveal  to  you  alt 
and  loft  in  a  flood  of  joy :  j  the  truths  of  that  fcheme  of 

22  juft  fo  will  you,  who  l  religion,  which  infinite  wif- 
are  now  funk  in  lorrow  and  |  dom  hath  planned, 
defpondency,  when  I k  revifit  J  <26  In  that  day  you  fhall  of- 
you,  indulge  the  warmeft  c-  j  fer  up  yout  Supplications  to 
motions  of  the  fublimeft  joy  I  the  Deity  in  my  namd — And 
—  and  the  pure  transports,  j  be  allured^  that  it  is  not 
with  which  your  hearts  will  I  needful  for1  me  to  lupplicate 
then  be  dilated,  all  the  power  j  the  Father;  to  bellow  upon 
and  rage  of  the  world  fhall  j  you  any  bluffing, 

never  be  able  to  violate  and  J  27  for  you  nave  rendered 

diminifli.  J  yourfelvcs  the  objects  of  my 


1  After  my  itfurreftioq. 
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Father’s  love,  becaufe  you 
have  ever  exptjefled  luch  .  a 
warm  and  fincene  affection  fot 
me,  .  and  are  convinced  that  1 
was'  commlffioned  by  him'  to 
inftru&  the  world. 

i  ■ 

-.  '28  By  him  was  I  originally 
delegated— -ih  compliance 

with  his  will  t  defccnoed  int 

>  .  *  *  ‘  ‘ 

to  the  world— and  now  agair} 
am  I  leaving  the  world  and 

returning  to  my  Father. 

29  .  His . .  difciples  faid  to 
him — You  now  deliver  your 
fentiments  plainly  and  undif- 
guifedly,  and  the  language, 

tn  which  you  convey  them, 

is  perfectly  intelligible. 

.  30  We  are  now  convinced 
that  you  are  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with .  every,  thing 
that  paired*  in  ,  the  human 
frqart — and  that  your  all-com- 
prehenfive  knowledge  antici¬ 
pates  any  ]  queftions  that 
inight  be  proposed  to  you  — 
This  knowledge  is  a  demon¬ 
stration  to  us,  that  you  are 
honoured  with  ,  a  divine  au¬ 
thority  and  com  million. 

31  Jefus  laid  to  them  — 
Are  you,  at  length,  convin¬ 
ced  that  I  am  a  divine  meP- 
fenger  ? 

.  32  Be  allured,  however, 

that  the  hour  will  very  fpeedi-  ■ 
ly  arrive,  when  every  one  of. 
you  will  defert  me  with  the  *„ 


greateft  precipitation,  and 
abandon  me  to  •  my  fate  —  - 
Yet  1  ihall  not  be  abandoned 
and  left  alone,  for  my  Fa¬ 
ther  will  be  prefent  with  me 
to  fupport  and  aid  me. 

33  I 'have  faithfully  told 
you  theXb  things,  that  you 
might  be  perte&Iy  fatisfied, 
acid  have  no  doubts  at  all  re¬ 
maining  concerning  my  mil¬ 
lion  and  character - -In  the 

world  you  will  conflid  with 
many  forrows  and  d  ill  relies  : 
but  let  not  the  profped  de- 
jeft  you— —Remember  that  I 
have  {vanquilhed  all  the  diffi¬ 
culties  the  world  oppofcd  to 
me. 

CHAP.  XVII. 

1  AFTER  Jefti9  had  ut- 

tered  thel'e  words,  he 
devoutly  raifed  his  eyes  to 
heaven,  and  faid  —  Merciful 
Father !  The  hour  is  now  ar¬ 
rived  !  —  Be  gracioufly  pleaf- 
ed  to  honour  thy  fon,  that 
thy  fon  may  honour  thee ! 

2  1  thank  thee  that  thou 
haft  vouchfafcd  to  put  into 
his  hands  the  reins  of  univer- 
fal  government,  and  haft  em- 

S>wered  him  to  beftow  a 
effed  and  happy  immorta¬ 
lity  upon  all  whom  the  love 
of  virtue  hath  engaged  to 
dtnbrace  his  religion. 

3  The  lole  condition  which 


1  He  had  anticipated  and  anfwercd  feveral  quellions  they  intended  to 
have  propofed  to  him.  See  Verfc  19. 


entitles 
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entities  the  virtuous  to  the  1  have  communicated  to  then* 
po Hellion  of  ' eternal  life  is  to  —  Thefe  have  they  freely- 
ac Knowledge  and  obey  thee,  embraced  and  obeyed,  and 
Hie  one  fupreme  God,  and  are  in  the  moft  indubitable 
Jefus  rite  Meffiah,  whom  thou  manner  perfuaded  that  I  camq 
hall  fent.  from  thee,,  and  was  commit 

4  1  have  anfwered  the  great  Coned  by  thee  to  inftruCb 

and  glorious  ends  of  thy  moi-  mankind.  f 

ral  government  on  earth — I  .  9  Thefe  my.  ieleft  and 
have  faithfully  difeharged  the  frithful  afiociates  I  devoutly 
arduous  province  which  thy  recommend  to  thy  favour-^nd 
wifdom  afligned  me !  •  bleffing !  — The  worjd  is  not 

5  Be  pleafed,  therefore,  O  fo  much  the  immediate  ob- 

God !  to  reinftate  me  in  that  jeft.  of  this  my  fervent  ad-i 
dignity  and  glory  which  1  en-  drefs  to  thee  but- 1  prefer 
joyed"  near  thy  perfon  be-  this  prayer  to  thee,  0  Father ! 
fore  this  world  was  called  into  humbly  imploring  thee  to  pro- 
exigence.  te&  and  befriend  .thofe  whom 

6  1  have  difeovtred  thy  a  fincere  love .  to  thee  and  to 
perfections  and  will  to  thofe,  virtue  excited  to  embrace  my 
whom  a  fincere  regard  to  thee  religion. 

and  to  virtue  powerfully  en-  10  For  all  my  followers  are 
gaged  to  forfake  the  example  thy  votaries  ——and  thy  vo  - 
of  a  depraved  world  and  ad-  taries  are  my  converts — and 
here  to  me — Previous  to  their  their  confpicuous  virtue  hath 
embracing  my  doctrines  they  greatly  redounded  to  my  ho* 
were  thy  votaries —Thou  nour. 
didit,  therefore,  give  them  to  1 1  And  now  I  am  going 
me,  and  they  have  faithfully  to  quit  the  world  and  return 
obeyed  my  inftruftions.  .  ;  to  thee— but  thefe  my  belov- 

7  And  they  are  now  con- ;  ed  followers  I  leave  in  the 

vinced,  upon  the  ftrongeft  ]  world,  exppfed  to  all  its  for- 
evidence,  that  all  the  powers  rows  and  vidffitudes  ? — Mer- 
and  authority,  which  thou  ciful  Father !  preferve  by 
had  enabled  me  to  exert  and  thine  almighty  power  and  in*, 
difplay,  are  originally  deriv-.  finite  goodnefs  thofe,  whom 
cd  from  thee !  :  a  facred  regard  to  thee  power- 

S  For  the  do&rines  thou  fully  induced  to  adhere  to 
commandedft  me  to  teach,  I  me— Grant  that  the  feme 

m  Udiftt  fliVTtf' 

union. 
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union,  which  fdbfifts  between  I  dples  befpeak  them  not  of 
us*  may  be  cenftentcd  among  I  this  world,  fince  they  regard 
them  !  I  its  prevailing  interefts,  as  I 

i  £  "When  f  was  perfonaliy  [  hare  done,  with  contempt, 
prefcht  wtth  them  1  kept!  17  Poffd’s  their  minds  with 
them -inviolably  attached  to  I  the  facred  influence  of  true  re- 
thy  caufe-— — Of  that  focicty,  |  figion— -the  dorirines,  which 
which  was  collefled  to  me  by  I  thou  appointed!!:  me  to  deli- 
thifte  appointment;  I  have  toft  I  ter  to  the  world,  are  the  on- 
orily  one  member-*-*  deprav-  I  ly  fyftem  of  true  religion, 
edand’ incorrigible  creature—**  I  18  As  thoudidft  originally 
by ;  meahs  -Oirwhofe !  perfidy  I  delegate  me  to  be  thy  mef- 
tne'  fcriprore,  which  predift*- 1  fenger  to  mankind ;  lb  have 
ed  my  fufFerings  and  death,  1 1  deputed  them  to  be  my 
will  be  accompiphed.  I  meflengers  to  mankind. 

13  1  am*  now,  O  Qod !  I  19  And  upon  their  ac* 
ftoftfy  to  returnj  to  thee— and  I  count  have  1  devoted  myfelf 
I  fay  this  in  their  pretence;  I  fully  to  execute  thy  wiU,< 
ki  order  that-  their  deje&ed  I  that  they  may  be  coofecrated 
f^rits  may  be  feinvigorated;  I  to  the  iervice  and  promotion 
and  their  breaftsi  be  filled  with  I  of  true  religion. 

Cofcfolation.  1-  so  But  it  is  not  for  them 

■I 

1 4  I  have  inftro&ed  them  I  only  that  I  intercede  with  thee 
In  the  truths  thou  didft  com*- 1  at  this  time—  I  implore  thee 
miffionmc  to  reveal  — . — -  but  j  gracioufly  to  fuccour  and  bids 
fbKembradng  thefe  truths  and  |  thole,  who  Ihali,  in  future 
aflociating  with  me  they,  have  |  cone  by  their  teftimony,  be 
dra*Wh '  upon  ‘  them  the  irre- 1  convinced  of  the  truth  of  my 
conrileable  hatred  of  the  I  religion. 

World— merely-  because  their  I  2  i  .I  entreat  thee,  that  all 
views  and  principles  are  hot  I  my  followers  may  be  formed 
fecukr,  but  infinitely  elevat*  I  imp  one  harmonious  fociety 
ed  above  this  vain  andtranfr  I  by  the  fame  endearing  and 
tOry  life,  |  intimate .  union  that  fubiifts 

15  I  do  not  beg  that  thou  I  betwixt  us )— that  from  their 
wool  deft  remove  them  out  of  I  ferial  uninterrupted  concord 

'die  world- - 1  only  implore  and  love  the  world  may  be 

thee,  that  thou  wouldeft,  of;  convinced  that  thou  haft  lent 
thine  infinite  mercy,  preferve  me. 

them  from  apoftafy  and  vice.  22  The  fame  glorious  de- 

16  Theur  governing  prin-  fign  which  thou  ordainedft 

I  .roe 
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me  to  promote  have  I  ap¬ 
pointed  them  to  execute?  "n* 
in  order  that  by  the  greatnefs 
of  this  arduous  province,  iii 
which  they  are  all  engaged* 
chcy  might  be  as  infeparably 
united  to  each  other  a s  we 
are. 

2  ?  Let  the  lame  union,  that 
fubfifteth  betwixt  us,  cement 

them  to  me  and  toeach  other 

» 

—  that  they  may  all  be  con¬ 
joined  in  one  petted  aha  una¬ 
nimous  lociecy-— in  order 
that  the  World  may  Ik  don--- 

vinced  that  thou  hail  inverted 
me  with  a  divine  authority, 
and  that  thou  indulged,  for 
them  the  fame  affection  and 
love  with  which  thou  wart 
pleafed  to  diltinguiih  me!  ..=• 

24.  O  merciful  Father!  I 
defire  and  implore  thee  that 
all  thole,  whole  virtuous  dii- 
politions  ihall  lead  them  to 
embrace  my .  gofpel  may  be 
introduced  into  thole  happy 
ieats  where  l  refi  de,  to  lhare 
my  felicity,  and  to  fee  that 
iiluftrious  dignity  and  honour 
to  which  thou  hart  exalted 
me  —  for  before  this  world 
was  called  into  exiftence,  I 
was  an  object  of  thy  love. 

25  O  God,  moft  holy !  the 
world  is  unacquainted  with 
thy  perfections  and  counfels 
—but  thou  halt  favoured  me 
with  the  cleared  knowledge 
and  perception  of  them — and 
thefe  my  beloved  companions 

4 


are'  convinced .  that  I  am  a 
meOenger  from  thee. 

2  6- To  them  have  I  reveal-' 
cd  thy  great  and  ^glorious  de- 

figns  —  and  will  continue  to 
make  to  them  farther  difeo- 
veries  of  thy  will.*, .  in  order 
that. the  love,  with  which. thou 
hart  diftmguifhed-  me,  may 
reign  amongft  them,  .and  that 
they  may  be  indiffolubiy  unit¬ 
ed  to  me ! 


CHAP.  XVIIL 


1  WHEN  Jefus  hadfi- 
.  *Y  nilhed  the  foregoing 
;  addrds  to  God^hc  crofled  the 
’•  brook  Cedron — and  entered 
!  into  a  garden  accompanied 
:  with  his  difaiples. 

2  The  ttattor  Judas,  was 
weU  acquainted  with .  this 


[  place,  as  Jefus  and  his  com¬ 
panions.  had  very,  often  re¬ 
ported  hither. 

3  Judas,  therefore,  taking 
with  him  an  armed  body  of 
Roman  foldiers,  and  fome  of¬ 
ficers  that  belonged  -  to  the 
guards  of  the  high  priefts  and 
Pharifees,  came  directly  to 
this  place,  sinth  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  lamps  and  flambeaus. 

4.  Jefus,  who  had  a  perfect 
knowledge  lof  all  the  fuffer- 
ings  in  whith  he  was  going 
to  be  involved,  went  out  of 
the  garden,  and  faid  to  them 
Who  is  it  you  are  in  fearch 
of? 

5  Jefus 
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5  Jefus  of  Nazareth,  they  'which  my  heavenly  Father 
replied— — Jeluls then  laid  10  > hath afligned  me! 

them-1— I  am  the  peribn— The  12  Immediately  then  the 
traitor  Judas  Was  at  the  head  Roman  officer  and  his  cohort, 

of  them.  t  attended  by  the  officers  of  the 

6  No  looneit  had  he  told  j  Jews,  turned  upon  Jefus, 
diem  that  he  wjis  the  perfon,  feized  and  bound  him. 

but  that  moment  they  wert  13  And  they  carried  him 

all  violently  ftrujck  back,  and  before  Annas - but  he  fent 

fell  proftrate  on(thc  ground.'  him  to  Cajaphas  his  fon-in- 

7.  Jefus  again  alked  theiii  daw,  who  was,  at  that  time, 
—Who  is  it  you  art  infsrcb  thigh  prieft. 
of?  — They  faid — Jefus  of|  14.  It  -was  this  Caiaphas 
Nazareth.  :  Fwho  told  the  Sanhedrim— 

8  I  am  then,  laid  he,  the  That  it  was  highly  expedi- 
objed  of  your  enquiries— But  |  ent  that  the  life  of  one  indi- 
£nce  your-  dcGgn  is  to  feize  iyidual  Jhould  be  facrificed  to 
m'e,.  JufFer  dieie  my  compak  jjpreferve  the  public  welfare, 

nions  to  depart  unmolefted.  |:  rather  than  that  the  whole 

9  Sp  that  his  words i  which  I:  community  (hould  be  fatally 

we  have  recited!  above,  were  J;  endangered.” 
accompliihed  “  Of  that  fe- 1.  Simon  Peter  and"an- 
k&  fociety,  which-  .was  col-T  other  difciple  followed  at 
le&ed  to  me  by  thine  ap- 1  feme  diftance  this  body  of 
pointment,  I  have  not  loft  men  that  had  apprehended 
one  member.”  Jefus— and  that  dilciple,  be- 

16  But  when  Simon  Peter  :ing  not  unknown  to  the  high 
now  law  the  violence  they:  it*  prieft,  went  in  with  Jefus  in¬ 
tended  againft  his  m  after,  hi  to  the  high  prieft’s  palace, 
inftontly' drew  bis  fword,  and  16  But  Peter,  not  daring 
aimed  a  blow  at  one  of  the  to  enter  in,  Hopped  at  the 
high  prielPs  fervants,  'and  cut  gate— this  difciple,  therefore, 
off  his  right  ear  —-The  feff  with  whom  the  high  prieft 
vant’s  name  was  Malchus.  •:  '  was  not  unacquainted,  Ifooke 

II  Jefus.  feeing  this  adion  to  the  maid  fervant,  who  kept 
ofPeter,:  faid  to  him— Sheath  the  door}  and  got  Peter  ad- 
tby  fword— Ought  nbt  I  with  mitted. 
chcarfuln els  and  compofure  17  This  fervant  faid  to 
to  fubmit  to  that  deft  in  y,  Peter,  after  his  admiflion  — 

n  St.  the  Writer  of  this  hiftoiy. 

Are 
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Acenot  you  oneof  ahis  man's  j  truth,  make  it  puWickty 
di  Triples  ?— He  anfwered  that  I  appear  that  I  have  lo— butif 
he  never  was.  1 1  have  faid  nothing  but  what 

1 8  The  guards  and  do-J  is  ftririly  true,  how  unjuft  is 
medics  of  the  high  prieft  had  |  k  in  you  to  (kike  me  1 
made  a  fire,  as  the  weather  I  $—24  Ann  £&,  as  I  have 
was  now  very  cold,  and  form- 1  mentioned  above,  had  feat 
ed  a  circle  roundii — In  this!  Jefus  bound  to  Caiphas  the 

company  -Petar  mixed,  and  I  high  prieft. 
ftood  along  with  them  at  the  |  45  in  whole  palace,  0$ 

fire.  I  Peter  was  at  5 he  jS re. warming 

§ — 19  When  Jefus  was  I  himfelf the. company  about 

brought  before  the  high  prieft  I  him  faid  to. him— Are  not  you 
he  interrogated  him  about  his  I  one  of  his  followers  — He 
difciples,  and  what  doctrines  j  declared  he  never  was. 

he  had  delivered.  j  26  After  this,  one  of  the 

20  Jefus  laid  to  him— My  j  high  .  prieft’s  fervants,  who 
doftrines  I  have  published  o-  j  was  a  near .  relation  -to  him, 
penlyto  the  world— J  have] whole  ear  Peter  had  (truck 
always  delivered  my  inftruc-]  off,  laid  tQhkn  —  Did  not  I 
tions  in  the  fynagogue  or  in  ]  fee  you  with  him  in  the  gar* 
the  temple,  in  places  of  the  I  den  ?  . 

greateft  concourfe — 1  never]  .27  Peter  averted  in  the 
courted  obfcuricy  and  foli- 1  moft  folemh  terms,  that  he 
tude,  in  which  to.fpread  and]  was  noc.aloQg  with  him  there 
propagate  my  do&rines.  ;l  — rno  fooner  had  he  pronoun- 

21  Why  do  you  interro-  j]  ccd  the  woijds,  bur  the  epek 
gate  me  concerning  the  n  a-j  crowed. 

ture  .of  my  ioftm&ions?—  [  §— z-8 .  Ea abs  the  palacepf 
Examine  thole  who  were  my  |  Caiphas  they  condu&ed  Je- 
auditors  what  do&iines  .Ii  ftis,  very  eatly  the. newt;  mom- 
publickly  taught— they  can  j  ing,  to  the  .Homan  pj^to- 
giveyou  a  true  .and  faithful  |  rium-— but  they  thetnielves 
account  of  what  I  delivered.  ]  cnteredmoc within  .the  presto- 

22  When  Jefus  had  laid  ]  rium,  for  fear  of sonjKafring 
this,  one  of  the  officers  who  j  pollution,  as  .they  -wen:  mow 
flood  by  fttuck  h;m,  j«»d.iSud :  celebrating  the  -geeat  pafehil 
— Is  this  the  manneriin  which  ]  fhkmnky. 

you  an  fwer  the  high  prieft”?  !  29  Pilate  bcibig  unformed 

23  Jefus  turns!  :and  laid  j  ahat  rise  Jmw  wwt  .waiting 
to  him— If  I  have  violated!  ,  in  a  body,  went  out  to  them, 

Vot.  I.  -1  A  a  and 
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and  faid— —What  are  the  i  done  to  merit  this  public  irn- 

crimes  you  alledge  againft  I  peachment  ? 

this  prifoner  ?  Jefus  faid  to  him — My 

30  They  faid  to  him - 1  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world 

Had  he  not  been,  a  mod  noto- 1  — it  my  kingdom  were  of  the 
rious  malefa&ott,  we  never  I  fame  nature  with  other  earth- 
would  have  brought  him  be- 1  ly  kingdoms,  my  fervants 
fore  your  tribunal.  I  would  have  taken  up  arms 

3 1  Pilate  laid  to  them —  I  and  fought  to  refeue  me  from 

Do  you  judge  him  yourielves,  I  the  hands  of  my  enemies - 

and  infiift  what  penalty  your  I  But  mine  is  not  a  fecular 
law  preferibes — The  Jews  re- 1  kingdom. 

plied — We  are  not  permitted!  37  Pilate  faid  to  him—— 
to  infiilt  capital  punilhment  I  Are  you  then  no  king  ?  — — 
upon  any  one.  j  Yes,  replied  Jefus,  I  am  a 

32  Herein  was  the  predic-i  king — for  to  ereft  a  kingdom 

tion  of  Jefus  exaftly  fulfilled,]  I  was  called  into  exiftence — 
who  exprefsly  tqld  his  di(ci-|  to  ereft  a  kingdom  I  defeend- 
ples,  To  what  kind  of  death  I  ed  into  this  world — For  I  was 
he  would  be  condemned  by  fenc  to  publilh  truth  among 
the.  Heathens.  I  mankind  — -  Every  friend  to 

33  Pilate  then  went  into  I  truth  is  my  willing  and  obe- 
the  prsetorium,  and  ordered  1  dient  fubjelt. 

Jefus  to  attend  him — When  J  38  Pilate  faid  to  him— 
alone,  the  procurator  faid  to  1  What  do  you  mean  by  truth  ? 
him— -Do  you  aifume  the  title  j  — Having  faid  this,  not  ftay- 
of-King  of  Judaea  ?  j  ing  for  an  anfwer,  he  went 

34  Jefus  faid  to  him — Do  j  out  to  the  Jews  who  flood 

you  alk  me  this  from  your  own  J  waiting,  and  faid  to  them — I 
judgment— or  have  you  re-  j  do  not  find  any  thing  crimi- 
ceived  information  from  0- 1  nal  in  this  perfon’s  conduit : 
tberSf  that  I  affedted  regal!  39  As  it  hath  therefore 
honours  ? .  I  been  cullomary  for  me  at  the 

35  Pilate  faid  to  him —  I J  paffover  to  releak*  any  one 
am  a  ftranger  to  the  religious  prifoner  whofe  pardon  you  fo- 
cuftoms  and  opinions  of  the  licit — are  you  willing  1  fiiould 
Jews-r-your  own  countrymen ,  now  acquit  this  pcrlon  whom 
and  the  high  priefts  have  pub-  you  call  the  king  of  the 
lickly  brought  you  before  my  Jews  ? 

tribunal  — r-What  haft  thou  40  At  this  they  all  railed 
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one  general  confufed  clamour, 
repeating*— Do  not  releaie 
him  — — Releafe  Barabbas  — 
This  Barabbas  was  a  notori¬ 
ous  robber. 


i 
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PILATE  then  ordered 
Jefus  to  be  fcourged. 

2  After  this  was  infiifted, 
the  Roman  fbldiers  compof- 
ing  a  wreath  of  thorns  fixed- 
it  on  his  head  for  a  crown,, 
and  invefted  him  with  a  pur¬ 
ple  robe. 

3  They  then  approached 

him  with  mock  homage,  cry¬ 
ing — Hail,  O  thou  illuftrious 

fovereign  of  the  Jews!— -at 
the  fame  time  Striking  -  him 
with  their  hands. 

4  After  the  foldiers  had 
offered  him  thefe  wanton. in- 
fults,  Pilate  went  out  a  fe- 
cond  time  to  the  Jews,  and 
faid  to  them  —  I  bring  this 
perfon  before  you,  and  pub- 
lickly  declare,  that  I  am  per- 
fuaded  of  his  innocence. 

5  Jefus  then  came  forward 
upon  the  pavement,  wearing 
the  thorny  crown,  and  array¬ 
ed  in  the  mock  purple  veil: 
—Pilate,  turning  to  the  af- 

fembly,  faid— Behold  the 
*  ^ 

man  I 

6  But  when  the  high 
priefts  and  their  creatures  law 
him,  they  pierced  the  air 
with  their  cries,  repeating 
with  the  moll  vehement  vo- 


Cruclfy  him! 
Pilate  faid  to 


ciferation 
Crucify  him ! 

them — If  you  are  determined 
he  fhall  fuffer  capital  punilh- 
ment,  take  him  and  crucify 
him  yourfelves — But  I  pub* 
lickly  proteft.  That  I  am  per- 
fuaded  he  is  innocent. 

7  The  Jews  then  faid  to 
him— Our  law  adjudges  him 

to  death  for  the  impious  blaf-. 
phemy  he  hath  been  guilty 
of,  in  afiuming  the  title  of  the 
fon  of  God. . 

8  When  Pilate  heard  this, 
he  was  more  embarralfed  than 
ever,  how  to  aft. 

9  He  therefore,  ordered 
Jems  to  follow  him  into  the 

prsetorium,  and  afked  him 
the  place  of  his  nativity— But 
Jefus  made  no  reply. 

10  The  procurator  then 
laid  to  him 1 —  Do  you  refufe 
to  anfwer  my  enquiries? 

Do  not  you'  know  that  the 
foie  power  either  of  con¬ 
demning  oe  acquitting  you  is 
lodged  in  me  ? 

1 1  The  power  and  autho¬ 
rity,  anfwered  Jefus,  which 
you  now  tfxercife  is,  I  aril 
lerifible,  wholly  derived  from 
the  Emperdur— for  which 
reafon  the  high  prleft  who  de¬ 
livered  me  into  your  hands^ 
and  exerts  every  effort  to  in- 
ftigate  you;  to  pafs  the  fen- 
tence  of  dekrh  upon  me,  is 
more  to  be  blamed  than  you 
are. 
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1 2  *  This  tmfwer  made 
juch  an  ini|>refl1on  upon  Pi¬ 
late,  that  it  determined  hinh 
to  endeavour  to  procure  his 
rdcafe — But  the  lews  on  the 
firft  mention  of  his  intentions, 
railed  the  moil  violent  and 
outrageous  clamours,  crying 
out— -If  yoti  acquit  this  man, 
you  for  ever  forfait  all  regard* 
and  obedience  to  the  Emper- 
our— He,  who  iflutnes  the 
title  of  fove reign,  is  a  rebel 
to  the  Emperour. 

13  When  the  procurator 
heard  theic  aflerrions,  he 
brought  Jcfufc  out  of  the  prer- 
torium,  and  fat  on  the  tribu¬ 
nal,  which  was  ert&ed,  on  a 
railed  fhtge,  paved  with  mar¬ 
ble— —Such  a  drufture  is  in 
Hebrew  called  GaHtfib*,  itk 
Greek  Litbofirottm ♦ 

14  The  day,  in  which  this 

transaction  happened,  was  the 
PreparMm r,  and  it  was  about 
nine  o’clock  in  thee  morning 
—Pilate,  being  feaced^  faid  tb 


the  Jew's— Behold  your  fo* 

vCreign  ! 

15  But  at  this  they  all  rail* 
ed  a  loud  and  vehement  cla¬ 
mour,  Ihouting — Drag  him  to 
the  crofs !  Drag  him  to  the 
crofs !  Wt  acknowledge  no 
foveitign  but  Caeiar ! 

16  To  their  urgent  impor¬ 
tunity  the  procurator  at  lad 
ytehdedv  and  palled  upon  him 
the  fcntmct  of  crucifixion — 
The  Roman  foklitrs  then  took 
him  away. 

1 7  Jefus  bore  the  crofs  to 
the  place  of  public  execution, 
called  in  Hebrew  Golgotha, 
which  tran (laced  fighifies,  The 

fdauofJkuUs, 

18  Here  they  crucified 
him  p  between  two  condem¬ 
ned  malefa&ors. 

19  Over  his  head  Pilate 
wrote  and  fixed  up  this  in- 

feription  —  Jesus  of  Naea- 

SEYH,  THE  KING  OF  T«E 

Jews. 

20  At  the  place  of  execu- 


.  °F.*  rent  defrh  hot  time,  ts  if  Pikte  Hid  made  nocJforts 

before  this,  to  fave  jeios.  Bat  it  fighlfccs,  On  this  account,  for  this  rtaft* t 
h  it  tkj »  fw  t 0?  Afu'm/'O*  ff»7<L :  fcjwa  M»V  he  aflts  the  Armenian.  Xenoph . 
VfTOp.  p.  142.  Eh  7hrt»  ttiro^rb  Vi  VAVru :  ~Uptn  this  they  all  followed, 
p.  t38.  Bk  rvr*  +4  4-Arct  .  Ifycti  ¥his  he  gives  chon  pledges, 

p.  195.  Ex  Tm  hrt/xhru  7tr  t^ipi.  Ufa*  ibit  Hfc  {ends  another,  p,  198. 
Hutch . 

f  F.fTtt/fl w  x*t  trrkvfttv.  St.  jfdhn  toth  been  blamed  for  this  phrafe  as  be¬ 
ing  not  pare  Greek.  Dr.  Beatty  %  life  propofols  for  psWilhin^  a  Greek 
Tertamcnt  hath  changed  it  into  ttTSt&v  teat  nti/fi-  ,  for  which  liberty 
he  is  juftiy  cenfured  by  Dr.  hlidJUm.  fo  fa  u*t  is  often  ufed  by 
the  politeft  writers.  See  Xenophon,  Cyrap.  p.  324.  347.  373.  375.  403. 
406.  420.  439.  Edit.  Hutch,  tivo. 
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tion  was  very,  near  the  city,  |  % 5  There  flood  by  the  crofs 
great  numbers  of  the  jews  (of  Jcfus  his  mother,  his  mon 
read  this  infcription  —  It  was  I  ther*&  fitter  Mary  the  wife  of 
written  in  Hebrew,  Greek,  j  Cleophas  and  Mary  Magda* 
and  Roman  characters.  I  lent. 

21  With  this  infcription  J  26  When  Jefus  faw  hit 
the  high  priefts  were  dvfauft-  I  mother,  and  ’  that  difciple, 
ed— -and  waiting  upon  Pilate,  I  whom  he  had  eyer  diftin- 
they  begged  he  would  alter  I  guifhed  wjth  Ml  love*  ttandU 
it  and  not  write  in  drreft  I  ing  by  him,  M  faid  to  his 
terms  that  he  was  the  king  i  mother-wRagard  that  pfiion 
of  the  Jews,  but  only  that  I  as  yopr  fon  I 

he  himJelf  njfumtd  this  title.  1  37  He  then  (aid  to  that 

22  But  Pilate  peremptorily  I  difcipl&-»And  do  yqy  regard 

refufed  —  telling  them  he  1  her  as  your  mother !  *—  This 
would  not  alter  a  Angle  letter  I  difeipk  accordingly  from  {hat 
of  the  infcription.  I  day  took  herto his  own r  houfe, 

23  The  four  foldiers,  who  I  and  treated  her  gs  a  parent, 
nailed  him  to  the  croft,  after  I  il  After  this  Jcfus  kn<?w- 
it  was  eredted,  divided  his  I  ing  that  all  the  circumftances 
cloaths  into  four  parts,  and  I  that  attended  his  fufferings, 
took  each  a  part — but  upon  |  had  exactly  correfpondad  tp 

examining  his  tunic,  it  Was  I  the  feripture  predictions,  faid, 
excepted  out  of  this  divifiop  I  That  he  was  thirfty. 

— for  it  was  found  to  be  knit.  I  29  Immediately  upon  this 
from  top  to  bottom  without  1  the  foldiers  on  duty  took  a 
a  Team.  I  faunge,  filled  it  with  vinegar 

24  Upon  their  perceiving  ]  from  a  vefiSfl  they  had  there 
this,  they  faid  one  to  another  1  with  them,  and  fixing  it  to 
— Let  us  by  no  means  tear  I  a  (talk  of  hyfibp,  put  it  to 
this,  but  let  us  ca(t  lots  for  I  his  mouth. 

it — A  circumftance  fimilar  to  I  30  Wheft  Jefiw  had  tolled 
one  which  the  Pfaltnift  men- 1  the  vinegary  he  laid  —  The 
tions  in  the  following  pottage  I  prophecies  are  all  accomplilh- 

— u  They  made  a  divifion  of  I  ed - His  head  then  funk 

my  apparel,  and  call  lots  for  1  upon  his  bofom,  and  be 
it.”  I  breathed  hit  latt. 

f  St.  John  the  writer  pf  this  hiflory. 
r  Her  huftand  Jofeph  vw  now  dead. 

A  »  2 


31  The 


s58  The  Hifterj 

3 1  The  day,  on.which  Je- 
fus  was  crucified^  was,  as  hath 
been  remarked  above,  the 
Preparation  —  and  the  next 
day  entiling  being  the  grand 
palchal  fabbath,  that  this  fa- 
cred  folemnity  ijnight  not  be 
violated  by  .  the  bodies  of  the . 
criminals  hanging  on  their 
crofles,  the  Jews  went  in  a 
body,  to  the  procurator,  and 
folicited  it  as  a!  favour, :  that  . 
he  would  give  orders,  that 
their  legs  might  be  broken,  ’ 
and  their  bodies  taken  down! 

32  Pilate  therefore  dif-i 
patched  his  orders  to  the  fol- 
diers  on  duty,:  ipho  broke  the 
legs  of  thole  two  malefactors, 
who  were  crucified  along  with • 
Jefus. 

,  33., But  when  they. came  to 
Jefiis,-  finding  him  .  already 
dead,  th.ey  thought  it  unne- 
ccflary  to  break  his  legs,  . 

.34  But  one  of  the  loldiers 
•pierced  hi?  fide  with  a  fpear, 
■and  inftantly  there  ifliied  from 
the  wound  a  mixture  of  bipod  J 

^nd  water. 

35  Of  this  fa 61  the  writer, 
pf  this  hiftofy  Was  an  eye-wit- 
nefs,  and'  publickly  attefts 
its  truth  —  And  being  con¬ 
vinced  himfelfof  the  veracity 
pf  what  he  afierts,  records  it 

■  ♦  M  M  m  # 

with  no  other  view  but  to  con¬ 
vince  others.  • 

36  Thefe  twq  circum- 
ftances,  the  piercing  his  fide, 
J>ut  not  breaking  his  le^s,. 


of  Jesus  Chap.  xix. 

were  fimilar  to  two  others, 

*  * 

recorded  in  the  following  paf- 
fages  of  feripture — “  A  bone 
of  it  fliall  not  be  broken.*' 

37  u  They  fliall  look  on 
him  whom  they  have  pierced 
with  a  lance.'* 

§—^-38  After  this  Jofeph 
of  Arimathaga,  a  perfon,  who 
was  convinced  that  Jefus  was 
the.Mefliah,  but  dared  not 
publickly  avow  his  fenriments 
for  fear  of  the  refentment  of 
■the  Jews,  waited  upon  Pilate, 
and  begged  he  would  give 
him  the  body  of  Jefus — The 
procurator  granting  his  re- 
queft,  he  went  and  took  it 
down  from  the  crofs. 

39  Nicodemus  alio,  the 
fame  perfon,  who  formerly 
:  had  a  private  interview  with 
Jefus  in  the  night,  came  to 
pay  his  pious  refpetl  to  the 
deceafed,  and  brought  with 
him  a  large  quantity  of  myrrh 
and  aloes  mixed,  of  immenfe 

value,  to  embalm  his  body. 

0  * 

40  Thefe  two  took  down 
the  body  of  Jefus,  and  after 
they  had  wrapped  it  in  the  a- 

romacip  fpices,  they  fwathed 
it  in  linen  rollers,  according 
to  the  Jewifli  rite  of  fepulture. 

41  Near  to  the  place,  where 
he  was  crucified,  there  was  a 
garden,  and  in  this  garden  a 
new  monument,  in  which  no 
corpfe  had  yet  been  depofleed. 

42  In  this  tomb,  as  it  lay 
convenient,  and  as  it  was  the 

*  w 

preparation. 


Chap.  xx. 


by  John. 


preparation,  they  interred  his  I  came  up,  and  going  within 
remains.  I  the  fipmb  faw  alio  the  rollers 

I  lying  along, 

C  H  A  P.  XX.  I  7  and  th<r  napkin,  which 

_ _ _  I  was  wrapped  round  his  head, 

i  np  H  E  firft  day  of  I  did  not  lye  adjoining  to  the 

*  the  week,  very  early  I  rollers,  but  lay  at  Ibrne  dif- 

in  the  morning,  before  the  I  tance  from  them,  folded  as 

ilarknels  of  the  night  was  j  it  was  at  firft. 
dilpelled,  Mary  Magdalene  I  8  After  Peter  had  vilited 
went  to  vifit  the  tomb — but  I  the  infide  of  the  tomb,  the 
upon  her  approaching  it,  (he  I  other  dtlciple  went  down— 
found  the  if  one,  that  covered  j  and  upon  viewing  every  thing, 
its  entrance,  removed.  I  really  believed  that  the  corple 

2  Struck  with  afionilh- 1.  was  Holcn  away. 

ment  at  this  unexpected  cir- 1  9  For  they  did  not  as -yet 

cumfiance,  Ihe  returned  in  I  underfiand  thole  prophecies. 

the  utmoft  precipitation  to  I  of  fcripture,  which  exprdsly 

inform  Simon  Peter  and '  an- 1  predict  his  refurreCtion  from 

other  difciple  whom  Jefus  dif- 1  the  dead. 

tinguilhed  with  his  love  — I  1  o  The  two  dilciples  being 

and  in  a  great  fright  told  them  j  convinced  that  the  body  was 

that  the  body  of  their  .mafter  j  gone,  returned  to  their  own 

was  raoft  certainly  ftolen  out  j  homes. 

of  the  tomb,  and  depolited  I  § — 1 1  But  Mary  Hill  con- 

wc  know. not  where.  I  tinued  at  the  tomb.  Handing 

3  Alarmed  at  this  account  I  on  the  outfide  bathed  in  tears 

Peter  and  the  other  difciples  1  —But  in  thip  excefs  of  grief, 
immediately  halted  to  the  mo-  j  Hooping  down  to  view  the  in- 
nument.  I  fide  of  the  monument, 

4  They  both  ran  with  all  |  12  Hie  faw  two  angels  in 

the  fpeed  they  could  exert  J  white  robes,  fitting  one  at  the 
—  but  the  other  difciple  out-  ]  head,  the  other  at  the  feet, 
(tripped  Peter,  and  arriving  I  where  the  body  of  Jefus  had 
firfl  at  the  fepulchre,  I  lately  been  depofited.  • 

5  did  not  enter  into  it,  but  j.  13  Thefe  heavenly  mefien- 

fiooping  down  faw  the  linen  j  gers  then  faid  to  her  —  Wo¬ 
rriers  lying  along.  1  man  l  why  do  you  weep  )  — 

6  After  fome  time  Peter  I  She  laid  to  them  — *  becaufe 


fome 


•  St.  John. 

A  a  4 
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fortne  persons  have  ftolcrt  the  Jj  18  Tranfported  with  joy 
body  of  my  dCeeafed  lord,  Mary  Magdalene  hafted  to 
and  I  know  not  whither  they  the  difciples,  and  in  an  ec- 
have  conveyed  it,  (tefy  of  rapture  told  them 

1 4  When  (he  had  made  that  lhe  had  feen  Jefus — and 
this  reply  lhe  turned  back  i  that  he  had  lent  her  to  deli- 
and  law  J t-fus  (tending  by  her  ;  ver  the  above  meflage. 

— -flje  did  not  however  know  ;  §—19  In  the  evening  of 

that  it  was  him,  the  lame  day,  which  was  the 

15  Jefaa  faid  to  her  — 1 —  ■  ftrlt  day  of  the  week,  the  dil- 
Weman !  what  is  the  catffe  cipfes  were  met  together  in  a 
of  your  tear®  ?  —  Who  is  it  private  apartment,  and  had 
yOd  ate  ifr  fearch  of  ?  — •  She  ftrwigty  Jccurvd  the  doors  for 
imagining  Mm  to  be  the  gar-  fear  of  the  Jews — Here  while 
dener,  faid — Dd,  Sir  1  if  it  was  they  were  engaged  in  anxious 
yoti  Who  Conveyed  the  corpfe  deliberation  Jelus  *  entered 

tell  me  whither  yOt>  the  room,  and  (landing  in 
have  removed  k,  that  I  may  the  audit  of  the  company  fa- 
pay  k  its  due?  honours.  luted  them  in  his  Ufual  friend- 

16 .Jefus  then  called  -her  ly  and  familiar  manner, 
by  her  flame— (he  turned,  20  He  then  (howed  them 
looked  at  him,  knew  him  —  his  hands,  that  had  been 
rfhd  in  a  tranfport  (aid  Rab-  pierced  by  the  nails,  and  his 
bant  !  —  which  tranllated  fig*  fide  that  had  been  wounded 
nlfies.  My  mafic? !  by  the  tprar  —  The  difciples, 

•  j  J  Jefus  faid  to  her— —  convinced  it  was  their  lord. 

Ton  need  not  embrace  me  were  filled  with  unutterable 

»  m 

with  that  excels  of  tender*  joy, 

rrtf fe;  as  if  I  fliotdd  imme-  a  1  Jefus  faluted  them  a- 
d lately  'C[tfit  you  —  My  con-  gam,  wifliing  them  all  divine 
tfrtuaftCe  with  you,  before  I  and  human  happinefs,  and 
dfeeiid  to  my  Father,  will  be  telling  them,  that  as  his  Fa- 
fo?  fortte  time  — -  But  do  you  ther  had  lent  him  to  inftruft 
jftftirrtfy  go  to  my  brethren,  the  world,  fb  he  in  like  man- 
and  tell  them  that  I  (hall  ner  now  commifiioned  and 
afeend  to  my  Father  and  their  j  appointed  them  to  reform  and 
Father,  to  my  God  and  theif  |  teach  mankind. 

Goct  I  22  After  he  had  faid  this, 

*  By  removing  the  bolts  by  hh  miraculous  power, 

he 
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he  breathed  upon  them,  aid  |  of  the  room  among  them, 
faid — -Receive  the  effiifion  of  |  aid  wifiied  them  ail  felicity, 
die  holy  fpirit.  I  ay  He  then  turned  and 

23  You  ihaQ  be  endowed  I  laid  to  Thomas— —View  my 
with  full  power  to  ptrialifH  L  hands — feel  with  thy  finger 
the  gol'pd,  and  be  qualified  !  thee  fear  of  the  wounds — han- 

to  declare  to  men  infalliblv  Idle  and  explore  my  fide^-Be 

on  what  terms  their  vices  will  I  not  incredulous,  be  difpofed 
be  pardoned  or  punched.  I  to  receive  convi&ian. 

$ — 24  But  Thomas  called  I  28  Thomas  then  cried  out 
Didymus,  one  of  the  twelve  jin  amazement — my  lord !  my 
difciples,  happened  not  to  be  I  God! 
one  of  the  company,  when  I  29  Jefus  faid  to  him—  -» 
Jefus  now  exhibited  himfelf  I  You  are  convinced,  Thomas, 
to  them.  '  I  of  the  identity  of  my  perion* 

2  5  When  the  other  dif- 1  merely  becaufe  you  have  had 
ciples,  therefore,  faw  Tho-  the  teftimony  of  your  fenfes — 
mas  afterwards,  they  told  be  allured  that  thole  difeover 
him  that  they  had  feen  their  a  better  difpofition,  who  tho* 
lord — but  he  faid  to  them—'  they  have  not  ocular  demon- 
1  will  never  believe  it,  tinleis  fixation,  yet  are  perfuaded  of 
I  fee  and  teel  in  his  hands  the  my  being  a  divine  meffenger 
mark  of  the  nails \  and  un-  from  the  evidences  I  have 
lei's  I  am  convinced  by  feel-  produced, 
ing  his  fide  that  was  pierced  $ — 30  And  many  other 

by  the  fpear.  proofs,  befide  thefc  I  have 

26  Eight  days  after  this,  recited,  did  Jefus  after  his 
the  diiciples  being  again  all  re  fur  region  exhibit  before  all 
aflembled  together,  and  Tho-  his  difeipks^  to  convince  them 
mas  now  one  of  the  company,  of  the  reality  of  his  perion. 
Jefus  by  his  miraculous  pow-  31  But  thele  I  have  re* 
er  °  removing  the  bolts  by  corded  are  abundantly  fuf. 
which  they  had  fattened  the  ficient  to  Convince  men  that 
doors,  came  into  the  midft  Jefus  is  the  great  Mefliah, 

i 

* 

**  Thus  Homer  defcribei  Mtraay  fltooting  the  belts  and  opening  the 
gates  by  an  exertion  of  his  divine  power. 

T<wj7  t$'  t/rwr  Afyt/fome 

Tldurir  apdf  <T  mvA tti  mm  mmmete  *xyeu» 

E t  J*  eyeyt  17 p/<x/«r.  Jluut.  Q  445, 44$. 

an^. 
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and,  in  a  mod;  diftinguifhed 
manner,  the  ion  of  God  — 
and  are  written  with.,  no  other 
view  but  to  convince  men  of 
the  truth  of  his  religion,  and 
that  bring  convinced,  they 
may  obtain  th^t  blefled  im¬ 
mortality  *  which  he  is  autho¬ 
rized  to  bellow. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

f  T  E  S  U  S  afterwards  dif- 
,  *  covered  himielf  at  the 

lea  of  Tiberias  to  his  difciples 
in  the  folio  wing,  manner. 

2  Simon-  Peter,  Thomas 
called  Didymus*  Nathanael 
of  Caha  in  Galilee,  the  two 
ions  of  Zebedee,  and  two 
more  of  his  difciples,  hap¬ 
pening  to  be  all  together, 

.  3 .  Peter  laid  to  them  —  J 
intend  to  follow  my  former 

and  fhall  now 

The 


occupation, 
dire&ly  go  a  fifhing 
reft  of  the  company  .faid  to 
him— -We  .  will  then  go  along 
with  you— Accordingly  they 
all  immediately  wenton  board 
a  fifhing  veflel  — ? —  but  that 
n  ight  had  no  fuccefs. 

4  The  next  morning  Jefus 
ftood  on.  the  Ihore*— -the  dif¬ 
ciples,  however,  did  not  know 
it  was  him. 

5  Jefus  called  to  them  and 
alked  them,  if  they  had  caught 
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any  thing  —  Nothing  at  all, 
they  replied. 

6  He  then  faid  to  them — 
Throw  in  the  net  to  the  right 
of  your  boat,  and  you  will 
meet  with  fuccefs— They  call 
the  net  where  he  had  diredt- 
ed,  but  were  not  able  to  draw 
it  to  land  by  reafon  of  the 

prodigious  number  of  fillies 
it  in  doled, 

7  The  dilciple,  whom 
Jefus  diftinguifhed  with  his 
love,  faid  to  Peter—  It  mull: 
be  our  m after !  —Peter  hear¬ 
ing  this  immediately  girded 
his  fifher’s  coat  about  him, 
and  with  eager  impatience  to 
lee  him  flung  himielf  into  the 
water  to  *  walk  to  Ihore. 

8  But  the  reft  of  the  dif¬ 
ciples,  who  were  but  about 
fixty  paces  from  Ihore,  ad¬ 
vanced  .  forward,  tho’  but 
flowly,  as  the  boat  heavily 
dragged  after  it  fuch  a  pro¬ 
digious  quantity  of  filh. 

9  Upon  their  landing,  they 
faw  a  fire  burning,  a  filh 
broiling  upon  it,  and  fome 
bread  laid. 

10  Jefus  faid  to  them  — 

Bring  fome  of  the  fifties  you 
have,  now  caught, 
u  1 1  Peter  went  and  dragged 
the  net  to  Ihore,  replete  with 
one  hundred  fifty  and  three 
large  fifties— Yet  tho’  there 


*  He  knew  it  twas  (hallow,  and  would  not  wait  the  flow  motion  of  the 
boat,  heavily  dragging  after  it  fuch  a  quantity  of  nth. 

4  wa* 
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was  fuch  a  prodigious  num¬ 
ber,  the  net  was  not  broken. 

12  Jefus  faid  to  them-— 
Come  and  take  fome  refrefh- 

ment - By  this  time  they 

were  all  fo  fully  convinced 
that  it  was  Jefus,  that  no  one 
now  afkcd  him  who  he  was. 

T  •  ^ 

13  Jefus  then  took  bread 
and  fijh,  and  diftributed  a - 
mong  his  difciples. 

14  This  was  the  third  time 
that  Jefus  difcovered  himfelf, 
after  his  rcfurreftion,  to  his 
difciples  in  a  body. 

1 5  After  they  had  finiihed 
their  rcpaft,  Jefus  turned  to 
Peter  and  faid  to  him— Si- 
mon  !  do  you  love  me  with  a 
more  ftrong  and  intenfe  affec¬ 
tion  than  any  of  this  com¬ 
pany  ? — Peter  replied — You 
are  confcious,  Sir!  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  my  love  to  you  ^— ' 
Jefus  faid  to  him,  Feed  bay 
lambs. 

1 6  Jefus  faid  to  him  a  •  fe- 
rond  time — -Sirnon  !  do  you 
love  me  with  an  affeftion  fu- 

■  «  •  *  *  *  r  ■ 

periour  to  any  of  thefe  ?«  »■  ■ 
You  know.  Sir  1  he  anfwered, 
the  fervency  of  my  love  for 
you— Jefys  faid  to  him.  Feed 
my  fheep. 

1 7  Jefus  faid  to  him  a  third 
time— Simon !  is  your  love 
for  me  more  fervent  than 
theirs  ? — Peter  by  his  repeat¬ 
ing  the  fame  queftion  three 

times,  thinking  he  queftion- 

*  ^ 


ed  the  fincerity  of  his  regards 
for  him,  was  greatly  affe&ed 
and  laid  —  I  can  appeal.  Sir ! 
to  your  confcioufnefs  of .  the 
human  heart  for  the  ardour 
of  my  love--— Jefus  faid  to 
him.  Feed  my  fheep. 

18  Be  allured,  added  he, 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  am  go¬ 
ing  to  declare  to  you— When 
you  was  young,  you  exulted 
in  your  aft iy icy  and  liberty, 
and  went  unmolefted  when¬ 
ever  your  inclination  led  you 
— But  when  you  are  old,  this 
your  liberty  will  be  abridged, 
your  hands  be  confined,  and 
you  be  conducted  at  chejdea- 
fure  of  another. 

19  in  thefe  words  Jefus 
exprefsly  predicted  and  de- 
fenbed  the  pardcular  circum- 
ftancesof  tnat  death,  which 
Peter  was  afterwards  to  fuffer 
for  the  gofpel— When  Jefus 
had  fpoken  this  he  ordered 
Peter  to  follow  him; 

20  Peter  turning  and  feeing 
that  difciple  following  him, 
whom  Jenis  loved  with  a  dif- 
tinguilhed  affection,  and  who, 
at  the  pafchal  fupper,  reclin¬ 
ed  on  his  bofom,  afked  him 
to  difeover  to  him  the  perfon 

who  was  tolbetray  him :  ' 

21  Peter  feeing  him,  faid 
to  Jefus — Pleafe,  Sir !  to  in¬ 
form  me  what  future  fortune 

4  fc 

awaits  this  perfon  ? 

2  2  Jefus  faid  to  him— Sup¬ 
pose 


3*4  The  Hiftory  of  J  *  s  u  s.  Chap,  xxi. 

pofe  it  is  my  defire  he  Ihould  j  of  this  hiftory — -  who  is  him- 
continue  in  life*till  the  time!  lelf  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  my  *  coming,  how  doth  it  I  and  veracity  of  what  he  h;’.th 
concern  you  ?— Do  you  fol- 1  recorded, 
low  me.  I  25  But  were  all  the  par- 

23  The  words  which  Jefus  I  eicuiar  miracles,  actions,  and 
nowfpoke  relative  to  thisdif-|  difeourfes  of  Jefus  to  be  n;i- 
iiple,  gave  rile  Ito  an  opinion,!  nutely  and  circumftantially 
which  the  other  apoftles  j  recorded,  for  there  were  a 
maintained  —  That  this  dif-  j  great  many  more  than  thofe 
ciple  would  never  die — Tho*  j  that  have  been  pubtilhed,  the 
•Jefus  never  afierted  any  fuch  1  confequence  would  be,  I  am 
thing — He  only  faid,  “  If  it  I  perfuaded,  that  the  world 
was  his  delire  that  this  apoftle  j  would  never*  receive  andem- 
fhould  continue  in  being  >till  j  brace  a  religion,  whofe  hiftory 
the  time  of  his  coming,  what  1  was  contained  in  fuch  a  vaft 
concern  was  it  to  Peter.”  j  number  of  large  volumes  as 
24.  The  difdiple  who  atr  I  the  life  of  Chrift  would  then 
tefts  thefe  fa<fts  is  the  writer  I  neceflarily  compofe. 


*  The  deltruAion  of  Jerufalein. 

*  Xu?im  fteqoemJy  fignihci  to  rutin* *  admit.  “  All  cannot  naive 
this  faying  v*pw/.  Matth.  xix.  it.  He  that  can  receive  it,  let  him 
receive  it.  QJ'vvojjluQ-  y*>ppiyr  jyupttTv.  Matth.  xix.  is.  Receive  u*. 

Afidt.  1  Cor,  vii.  a.  To  To/arer  ap/ror  s  X*p&  tr po/or/xv. 
Such  a  dinner  doth  not  admit  treachery.  Plutarch  Lycurg.  p.  86.  Edit. 
Steph.  8vo.  Chriltisni  a] one  have  received  the  troth*  Mww  /* 
etrevi-  T»r  tfAeO uttr  xf^*# UKtrat.  Jieofhilut  ad  Aaidyem,  p.  no. 
Par  if  1 63$.  As  man  could  receive  him.  ftr  apOrtiT©-  avrev 
■aPvrrn «.  Iratuut  Grate  379.  Able  to  receive  the  revelation  of  the  word. 
-YvpRrar*  Cl.  Akx.  p.  79.  Paris  1 6*9. 


THE 


{  3 6S  ) 


T  H  £ 


ACTS  of  the  APOSTLES. 


CHAP.  I. 

i  TN  the  firft  Volume  I 

X  gave  you,  O  Theo- 
philus,  a  minute  detail  of 
the  miracles  which  Jeius  per¬ 
formed,  and  of  the  doctrines 
which  he  taught. 

2  The  hiftory  of  theie 
tranfactions  was  brought 
down  to  the  day  of  his  af- 
fumption  into  heaven,  after 
he  had  ju-ft  delivered  ids  laft 
inftrudions  to  thofc  apofttes 
whom  be  had  cholen  by  the 
direction  of  the  holy  -fpirit. 

g  To  thefe  his  feleft  com¬ 
panions  he  frequently,  after 

his  crucifixion  *  exhibited  hi  ra¬ 
ft- If  alive — - giving  them,  for 
the  Ipace  of  forty  days  the 
ampleft  conviction  of  the 

identity  of  his  pertbn - 

repeatedly  converting  with 
them  in  an  open  and  undif- 
guifed  manner  - —  and  dif- 

courting  to  them  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  Mefliah^  king¬ 
dom. 

4  Being  all  collected  to¬ 


gether  he  charged  them  not 
to  feparate  from  Jerufalem, 
but  to  continue  there  m  a 
body,  and  wait  the  accom¬ 
pli  fhment  of  that  divine  pro- 
mife,  of  which  he  had  given 
them  the  ftrongeft  a (Tu  ranees, 

5  Telling  them,  that  John 
baptized  only  with  water,  but 
that  they  would,  in  a  few 
days,  be  baptized  with  the 
holy  fpirit. 

6  The  diiciples,  who  were 
now  all  prefer,  then  afked 
him — Sir!  do  you  intend  at 
this  time  to  break  off  the 
Roman  yoke,  and  to  -inveft 
Ifrael  withuniverfal  dominion? 

7  He  anfwered—  It  is  no 
part  of  your  duty  folici tootiy 
to  pry  into  thefe  periods  and 

difpenfationB,  the  -knowledge 
of  which  the  moft  High  hath 

folely  referved  to  liimfelfas 
his  great  prerogative. 

8  -Let  it  fulfice  you  to  -be 
atiirred.  That  you  fhall  .re¬ 
ceive  the  powerful  effufion  of 
the  holy  fpirit,  and  that  you 
Ihall  be  enabled  to  propagate 

the 


i 
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the  tranfa&ions  of  which  you  J  thew,  James  the  fon  of  Al- 
have  been  witoefies,  not  only  ]  pbaeus,  Simon  the  Zealot, 
in  Jerufalem,  and  in  all  Ju-jaiid  Judas  the  brother  of 

dasa  and  Samaria,  but  to  the  J  James- - Thefe,  upon  their 

remoteft  limits  of  the  world.  I  entrance  into  the  city,  imme- 

9  When  he  had  faid  this,  |  diately  repaired  to  that  apart- 

they  faw  him  elevated  from  I  ment,  in  which  they  had  be* 
the  earth — and  a  cloud  inter- 1  fore  ufed  to  afiemble. 
pofin»  conveyed  him  from  I  14  Here  this  fociety  con- 
their  fight.  j  tinued  in  fervent  prayer,  and 

10  Their  eyes  being  in-  j  in  the  devout  exercifes  of  re- 
tenfely  fixed  on  the  Iky  after  I  ligion — being  alfo  accompa* 
his  removal  from  their  vietf,  nied  by  feveral  pious  women, 
behold !  two  heavenly  mefien- 1  and  by  die  mother  and  rela¬ 
gers  in  an  human  form,  antn  tions  of  Jcfus. 

arrayed  in  dazzling  whitenefs,  [  15  The  number  of  perfons 

fuddenly  prefented  then!-  j  here  convened  might  amount 
fclves,  j  to  about  one  hundred  and 

1  z  and  thus  ac coiled  them  I  twenty — In  the  midft  of  theie 
— O  ye  Galileans !  why  do  j  Peter  flood  up,  and  thus  ad- 
you  (land  gazihg  on  heaven  I  drafted  himfelf  to  the  aflem- 
with  fuch  ardeht  and  eager  I  bly ; 

looks  ?  —  This  Jefus,  whom  J  16“  Brethren  !  Such 
you  have  feen  conveyed  from  j  dreadful  judgments,  as  Da- 
you  into  the  malnfions  of  the  1  vid  prophetically  denounced 
blefted,  fhall  one  day  defeend  j  againfl  his  enemies,  muft 
in  a  manner  limilar  to  this,  of  I  needs  at  laft  overtake  fuch  a 
which  you  have  juft  been  I  wretch  as  Judas — who  by  an 
ipedators.  J  aft  of  the  blackeft  perfidy 

12  When  they  heard  this,  j  betrayed  our  divine  mafter, 

they  quitted  the  mount  of  O- 1  and  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of 
lives,  which  is  very  near  the  I  thofe  who  apprehended  him. 
city,  diftant  only  a  fabbath  j  1 7  This  abandoned  crea- 

day*s  journey,  and  returned  j  ture,  you  know,  was  once  a 
to  jerufalem.  member  of  our  fociety,  and 

1 3  The  names  of  the  apof-  formerly  ‘obtained  a  (hare  in 
ties,  who  had  now  been  wit-  the  lacred  office  of  the  apof- 
neftes  of  the  afeeniion  of  Je-  tolate. 

fus,  are  thefe :  Peter,  James,  i  8  A  field  indeed  waspur- 
John,' Andrew,5  Philip,  Tho-  chafed  with  the  hire  of  his 
mas,  Bartholomew,  Mat*  iniquity— -but  this  field  was 

*  ftained 
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Ihined  with  the  traitor's  I  dzed  him,  to  the  day  of  his 
blood  —  for  in  this  field  he  1  alTumpdon  from  us  into  hea- 
hanged  himfelf,  but  falling  I  ven— one  who  is  able  to  join 
headlong  from  the  tree,  he  I  his  teftiraony,  to  ours,  of  the 

burft  afunder,  and  all  his  I  truth  ofChrift’s  refur  reft  ion.” 

*  1  # 

bowels  inftantly  gufhed  out.  23  Upon  this  propofal  two 

19  b  (This  dreadful  fate  of  I  perfons  were  nominated.  Jo- 
judas  was  univerfally  known]  feph  called  Barfabas,  furnam- 

inthe  city - fo  univerfally  I  ed  Juftus— and  Matthias. 

known,  that  from  this  cir-  I  24  Upon  thefe  two  being 
cumftance,  the  Held,  in  j  prefentea  to  the  apoftles,  they 
which  this  dire  event  happen- 1  devoutly  preferred  the  fol- 
ed,  was  afterwards  called  in  I  lowing  petition  to  God  — 
the  language  of  the  country,  I  “  O  thou,  who  haft  the  moft 
Akeldama  —  which  tranrtated  I  perfeft  knowledge  of  the  hu- 
fjgnifies  the  bloody  field. )  ]  man  heart,  be  pleafed  to  in- 

20  To  fuch  enormous  ]  dicate  which  of  thefe  two 
wickednefs  I  may  juftly  ap- J  perfons  thine  infinite  wifdom 
ply  the  following  paflages  in  |  judgeth  to  be  moft  fit 

the  book  of  Plalms  —  “Let!  25  to  difeharge  this  moft 
“  his  habitation  be  defolate,  j  arduous  offied,  and  to  fupply 
“  and  let  no  one,  for  ever,  I  that  *  facred  place  of  the  apo- 

“  fix  his  refidence  in  it” -  ftolate,  which  by  the  wicked- 

“  Let  that  office,  with  which  nefs  of  Judas  is  now  become 

he  was  inverted,  devolve  up- 1  vacant ! 

on  another.”  I  2  6  When  they  had  addref- 

2 1  It  is  highly  neceflary,  j  fed  to  heaven  this  prayer, 
therefore,  that  we  cleft  into  they  put  the  names  of  thefe 
his  place  feme  One  member  two  difciples  to  a  ballot  — 
of  this  fociety,  who  hath  been  I  which  being  drawn  out  the 
an  early  and  conrtant  com-  lot  fell  upon  Matthias— who 
panion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  was  accordingly,  by  the  una- 

22  from  the  time  that  his  I  nimous  content  of  all,  invert- 

I  •  “ 

public  miniftry  commenced,  ed  with  the  rank  and  dignity 
which  was  when  John  bap- 1  of  an  apoftle. 


s  Thefe  are  the  wr  rds,  not  of  Peter,  but  of  the  HMerian. 
c  the  reading,  which  the  Alexandrian  MS.  exhibits,  is  un¬ 

doubtedly  genuine.  K<«  is  the  copulative  between  a aCto  and  'zofivQnvcu 
—and  aver  caiu  is  put  in  couftruttba  with  resrer. 


CHAP. 
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ch^p.  n. 


i  'T'HIS  company,  ac- 

cording  to  mutual 
appointment,  were  ail  aflem- 
bfed  together  on  the  day  of 
JPentecoft,  which  was  now  ar¬ 
rived  : 


ij  to  the  place — But  when  di£* 
liferent  peribns  heard  them 
fluently  Ipeak  the  languages 

of  the  relpe&tvc  countries  ia 
which  they  refided. 


7  they  weFe  filled  with  the 
laft  aftonifbment  and  furprize, 
and  faid  in  amazement,  one 
z  When  Suddenly  there  I  to  another — Are  not  all  thefe 


i flued  from  .the  fky  a  vehe¬ 
ment  found  lake  the  loud 
fcbftcfa  violent  jufiiiagwind, 
which  broke  over,  and  occu¬ 
pied,  the  whole  houfli^  in 
which  they  were  convened. 

3  They  then  faw  a  flame 
bur (l  into  the  troom,  whole 
broken  and 'divided  particles 
flafhed  over  the  heads  «f  the 
apofiles  in  .the  fern*,  as  it 
were,  of  fiery  toques  K 

4  They  were  all  iaftaosa- 
neoofly  filled  wish  the  ha^ 

tirit,  nnd  .endowed  with  the 
culty  of  converting  in  dif¬ 
ferent  larggtiages  accord  ing  as 

the  $fr!tdlhfe&ed  them  »*>  ufe 

this  dqpesnatuual  fife. 

§ — 5  At  thjis  time  Jerula- 
iemwas  crowded  with  great 
uwmheis-  of  devour  Jewsirana 
every  motion  in  the  known 
world. 

€  When  the  repopt,  (there¬ 
fore,  of  this  aftondhkg  event 
was  diffufed  in  the  city,  vaft 
crowds  immediately  flocked 


perfoas,  who  converle  in  fuch 
a  vaft  variety  of  languages, 
illiterate  Galileans  *  1 

9  How  is  it  therefore  that 
they  have  acquired  fuch  a 
perfect  ikill  in  xhe  peculiar 
languages  of  the  feveral  coun¬ 
tries,  in  which  we  were 
horn! 

9  Thole  of  us  who  arc 

Parthians,  Medes,  and  Per- 

flans;  who  refide  in  Melb- 
potamia,,  in  Judxa,  in  Cap- 
padoria,  and  in  Pant  us,  or 
m  the  praconfular  Afia: 

10  Who  live  in  Phrygia 
or  Pamphy  lia,  in  -Egypt,  or 
io  die  country  of  Libya  about 
Gyrene,  Homans,  Jews  by 
birth,  or  .ptofelytes : 

i  i  Jnhabhantsof Crete  and 
Arabia — All  .of  us  hear  them 
convttrfe  in  -the  ditferent  lan¬ 
guages  of  thefe  ourrefpefbive 
countries,  and  celebrate  die 
wonderful  works  of  God. 

ft 

12  At  an  event  fo  fignal 
and  aftonifhing  they  were  in- 


4  This  k  Dr.  Middlstaa'i  tranflation. 

*  This  .gift  «f  tongue*  was^ndainedby  divine  providence  to  be  bellow¬ 
ed  at  this  tune,  to  con  vinceehelepeopte,  who-cstnc  from  various  countries, 
that  they  were  endowed  by  a  divint  com  mi  (Son. 

2  expreffibly 


Chap.  ii.  ¥he  Acts  of  the  ApostLes.  369 

exprefilbly  amazed  and  con-  f  17  “In  the  laft  period  of 
founded  faying,  one  to  an- 1  44  the  Jcwifli  difpenfation, 
ocher — How  is  this  to  be  a £- 1 44  faith  God,  .1  will  pour  the 
counted  for !  What  doth  it  I  “  gifts  of  my  divine  fpirit, 
portend  !  I  44  in  the  moft  copious,  abun- 

13  But  others  made  the]4*  dance,  upon  perfons  of  all 
prefent  feene'  the  object  of  I 44  nations  indiferiminately  — 
their  banter  and  ridicule,  and  I**  To  your  fons  and  to  your 
faid — This  is  nothing  at  alii 44  daughters  I  will  freely  com - 
but  the  fumes  of*  fweet  wine  1 1 44  municatefupernaturalpow- 

14  Peter  then  with  the  e- 1 44  ers — your  young  men  lhall 
leven  apoftles  flood  up,  and  1 44  be  favoured  with  prophe- 
raifing  his  voice,  thus  addref-|44  tic  vifions,  the  aged  with 
fed  the  collected  multitude— 1“  propetic  dreams. 

44  O  ye  inhabitants  of  Jfu-r  18  44  In  thofe  times  I  will 
daea !  and  ye  ftrangers,  who  1 4*  impartially  fhed  the  feledf- 
have  been  induced  by  princi- 1 14  eft  influences  of  my  fpiric 
pies  of  religion  to  reude  in  1 14  upon  perfons  of  both  fexes, 
this  metropolis !  Let  me  foli- 1 44  in  the  low'eft  ftations  and. 
licit  your  ierious  attention  tor4  conditions  of  life,  without 
the  foiemn  and  momentous  j 44  diftindtioq,  who  lhall  be, 
truths  I  lhall  now  deliver.  1 41  enabled  to.  exert  the  moft 

1 5  This  feene,  of  which  j 44  amazing  powers* 

you  have  been  witnefles,  a- j  19  44  In  thefe  times  I  will 
rifeth  not,  as  fome  of  your4  exhibit  prodigious  omens 
have  inlinuated,  from  intoxi- 1 44  in  the  Iky,  and  inaufp id¬ 
eation — for  confider,  it  is  yet  1 44  ous  prodigies  on  the  earth, 
but f  nine  o*clock  in  the  mor- 1 44  blood,,  and  fire,  and  dulky 
ning.  J 44  vapours. 

16  But  this  great  event,!  20  44  Pillars  of  fmoak  from 

which  you  now  fee,  hath  J 44  burhing  cities  lhall  (hroud 
been  exprefsiy  predicted  by  J 44  the  fun  in  ’darknels  and 
the  prophet  Joel  in  the  fol-  44  make  the  jnoon  appear  like 
lowi  ng  p adage  :  1“  blood— and  then  -lhall  thap. 

*  yMvwec*  Muftum.  rA4i/jt©"t  a 9 1 nr*  *?WX*T*i  ™ 

yxvjL'j  f  ittumi  nikt/v  Plutarch  Nat.  Quaeft.ip.  1694  Edit.  Steph* 

YK*t/K*v{  t  j  ottto  ftetp/gf*  Pofyani  Stratagem*  p.  Z72.  Edit.  Cafau * 

Uni  Lug*  1589. 

f  The  Jews  neither  eat  or  drink  ’till  after  9  o’clock  ia  the  morniap:, 
when  the  firft  public  prayers  wer eover*  See  Unhvtrfal  Hiitory  VoL  x, 

p.  6iS.  Svo. 
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ftru&ion  enfue. 
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25  This  grand  event  hath 
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21  4*  But  from  thefe  dir$ 

“  calamities  the  pious  and 
“  virtuous  fliall  providential¬ 
ly  efcape  V* 

22  I  entreat  you,  O  Israel¬ 
ites,  to  give  a  candid  atten¬ 
tion  to  what  I  am  going  to 
declare— The  late  Jefus  of 
Nazareth,  to  whofe  name  you 
are  no  grangers,  was  a  per- 
fon,  whom  the  molt  High  enT 

dowed  with  the  moft  diftin- 

■> 

_  owers — and  he  abun- 
antly  evinced  his  divine  coin¬ 
million  among  you  by  per¬ 
forming  thofe  amazing  ope¬ 
rations,  of  which  you  were 
Ipe  <5tators. 

23  This  illuftrious  pro¬ 
phet,  whom  the  Deity  in  the 
counters  of  his  infinite  wifdom 

0. 

gave  you  from  heaven  to  be 
your  inftru£lor?  you  perfe- 
Cuted,  you  apprehended  .as 
a  malefactor,  and,  by  an  aCt 
of  the  molt  atrocious  and 
complicated  guilt,  you  cru¬ 
cified  and  murdered. 

24  This  molt  eminent  per- 1  ** 
fonage  God  reftored  to  life— 
burning  by  his  if refiftible  om¬ 
nipotence.  the  ftrong  bonds 
of  death— for  it  was  impolfi- 
ble  that  death  could  have  any 
power  to  detain  him  as  its 
captive.  . 


David  pro 


Dphetically 

following  1 


deferib- 
bilowing  paflage — 
I  am  perfuaded  that  the 
Supreme  is  my  conftant 
guardian  and  protestor — 1 
“  am  at  all  rimes  furrounded 

”  by  his  pretence— No  human 

44  evil  therefore,  Ihall  ever 

“  lhake  the  folid  foundation 

“  of  my  happinefs. 

26  “  The  pleafing  confci- 
“  oufnefs  of  this  fills  my  heart 
w  with  grateful  tranfports 
and  my  mouth  with  Itrains 
of  pious  exultations— even 

44  my  body  I  commit  to  the 

Save  with  the  pleafing 
>pe  of  immortality, 

27  44  perfuaded  that  thou 
41  wilt  not  for  a  long  rime 
44  cqnfign  me  to  the  manfions 
44  of  the  grave,  or  fuller  the 


it 

it 


ire 


*4  tots  of  putrefaction. 

28  44  Tnou  haft  given  me 
44  the  tranfporring  afiurance 
44  .that  thou  wilt  raife  me  to 
44  the  polfelfion  of a  blefied  im¬ 
mortality,  and  wilt  advance 
44  me  to  the  moft  confummate 

44  and  exalted  felicity ” 

20  Brethren  !  permit  me 
freely  to  declare  to  you,  rhac 
thefe  words,  which  I  have  re¬ 
cited,  are  by  no  means  appli¬ 
cable  to  our  great.Patriarch, 


>  Of  Jervfalem  by  the  Romans. 

k  The  chriftiansy  mindful  of  our  Lord’*  words,  abandoned  the  city,  be¬ 
fore  it  was  iavefted. 

z  David 
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1  . 

David — for  he  paid  the  com-  j‘  did  not  alcend  into  the  celef- 
mon  debt  to  nature— his  bo- 1  tial  regions — he,  therefore, 
dy  was  interred,  and  hath  I  in  the  following  pa  Rage  un- 
long  been  reduced  to  corrup- 1  doubtedly  refersi  to  the  afcen- 
tion  and  dud,  and  his  motlu-  \fion  of  the  Mdfiah  - —  “  The 
ment  remains  to  this  day.  | u  fupretne  Jehovah  faid  to 

30  But  this  illuftrious  mo-  j  “  my.  Lord,  Sit  thou  at :  my 
narch  and  prophet  being  con-  I  “  right  hand, 

1'cious  of  the  important  pro- 1  35  “  *till  J  havecotally  fub- 

mife,  which  God  was  pleated  [  “  je&ed  all  thy  foes  to  thy 
to  confirm  to  him  by  the  moft  j  “  dominion.” 
folemn  fan&ion, '  That  the!  36  Let  therefore  the  whole 
Meffiah  fhould  defcend  from  j  race  of  Ifr^el  be.  confidently 
him ,  I  a  flared  of  this,  That  that  je- 

3 1  and  being  favoured  I  fus,  whom  you  lately  cruci- 
with  a  clear  view  of.  this  tied,  was  the  Mefliah,  and 
grand  future  event,  he  pro-1  that  Goo  hath  now  conftitut- 
phetically  fpoke  of  the  refur- 1  ed  him  univerfid  governour. 
reftion  of  the  Mefliah — ex-  J  37  Upon  hearing  this  they 
prefsly  declaring  in  the  words  |  were  pierced  with  the  moft 
I  have  cited.  That  God  I  cutting  anguilh  and  retnorfe 
would  hot  for  1  long  time  ]  of  confidence— and  in  great 
conftgn  the  Mefliah  to  the  diftrefs.  of  mind  coming  about 
manfions  of  the  grave,  or  I  Peter,  and  about  the  other 

permit  his  body  to  fuffer  cor-  j  apoftlcs,  they  cried  out - - 

ruption.  I.  Brethren !  yrhat  (hall  we  do4 

.32  Thisjefus,  whom  you  I  38  Repent,  Peter  faid  to 
have  murdered,  God  raificd  them,  repeat  with  unfeigned 
from  the  grave— Of  the  truth  I  contrition,  and  let  every  one 
of  this  fa£t  wc  are  all  witnefies.  I  of  you  be  baptized  into  the 

33  This  Jefus  being  exalt-  profeflion  that  Jefus  is  the 
ed  to  the  moft  diftinguilhed  I  true  Mefliah— If  you  do  this, 
dignity,  and  having  received  j  your  former  fins  will  be  ex- 
from  the  Deity  the  gifts  of  ]  punged,  arid  you  alfo  will  be 
the  holy  fpirit,  which  he  af- 1  favoured  with  the  gifts  of  the 
fured  us  he  would  communi-  I  holy  fpirit. 

cate  after  his  afcenfion,  hath!  39  For  this  fupsrnafural 
now  Hied  them  upon  us  in  j  donation,  which  you  now  fee  * 
that  copious  efiufion  of  which  j  conferred  upon  us,  is  alio  to 
you  are  witnefies.  (  extend  to  ycu  and  to  y<mrsy 

34  David  after  his  deccafe  j  and  to  all  pcrfons  in  the  re- 

B  b  2  moteft 
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moteft  parts  of  the  world, 
who  fhall  comply  with  this 
divine  invitation. 

40  Many  other  arguments 
betides  thefe  he  ftrenuoufly 
urged,  in  order  to  prevail 
with  them  to  embrace  the 

ofpel —  befeeching  them,  in 
the  moft  importunate  terms, 
to  lave  themfelves  from  the 
vices  and  infidelity  of  a  de¬ 
praved  and  profligate  age. 

41  The  aflembled  multi¬ 
tude,  with  great  willingnel's 
complied  with  his  admoni¬ 
tions,  and  were  baptized' 
That  day  there  were  made  a- 

bout  three  thouftnd  converts 
to  the  goipel. 

42  Thefe  all  firmly  adher¬ 
ed  to  the  do&rihe  of  the  A- 
poftles,  maintained  a  mutual 
friendly  intercourfe  with  each 
other,  and  unanimously  join¬ 
ed  in  the  focial  exercifes  of 
prayer  and  devotion. 

43  This  fignal  tranfaftion 
ft  ruck  every  -perfon  with  fo- 
temn  religious  awe  - —  The  a- 
poftles  alio  performed  many 


aftonilhing  miracles  as  proofs 
of  their  divine  com  million. 

§ — 44  All,  who  were  now 

convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
gofpel,  formed  themfelves  in¬ 
to  a  fociety,  and  agreed  to 
have  a  community  of  goods. 

45  So  that  thofe  who  had 

any  eftates,  or  pofleflions, 

Ibid  them,  and  put  the  mo¬ 
ney  in  one  common  fund,  for 
the  afliftance  of  fuch  as  were 
in  indigent  circumltancCs. 

46  Every  day  they  con- 
ftantly  attended  the  public 

worship  of  God  in  the  temple 
and1  to  their  apartment 
they  again  retired  to  partake 
of  one  common  meal,  where 
the  greateft  mutual  harmony, 
tranlport,  and  fincerity  reign¬ 
ed: 

47  with  pious  fervour  ce¬ 
lebrating  the  praifes  of  God, 
and  hitherto  happy  in  the  fa¬ 
vour  and  efteem  of  the  multi¬ 
tude— Not  a  day  now  pafled, 
but  the  gofpel  gained  fome 
new  converts. 


. 1  K«7*  ant#?  never  iignifies  Jfm  boufe  to  boufe,  bat  nniverfally,  in  tit 
betfe.  See  the  following  in  fiances  44  H  tot  attfet  onvstmeti  x«7<z 
nmn"  Iliad,  Z.  $6.’*  nA«r<«  t*  yap  xasr'  ouut,  et  £#vA«,  pay*- .  So~ 
pbocUty  Jntirtttt,  ver.  11 8a.  Up©-  t\  »  rt  ftt  ««t*  oiko*  tet  <rp«r- 

FbiuiUitt,  p.48  v  Aura.  J'i  Si&at  a  par  pa,  <3rontrxftfr&  x*rct 
vxtt.  Hefted,  Lib.  ii.  ver.  50.  F.r  roAf  hat*  otxot  ottpiTA T*4V.  -d»- 
fotriiu,  lib.  i.  7.  Ket*  oiks*  vxeptTait  %pvT <u  rrp@~  to  JetTow . 
Plutarebi  Lyturrut  p.  97.  Err uyyaj>te?  rotf  C<tpC <*(*/{  xat  tok  troupe/ 1 
jct’  o/xor.  Id.  Mtxentder,  p.  iz 66.  Edit.  Gr.  Sttpbani.  Meurc^m©- 
xtLTtL  ctxoi—Mqftbju.  IttyfL  iv.  1.6.  Ttytu  KaJ  K*7'  omor  irciTifp.  //<- 
Hodori  JEtbiopic.  p.  484.  Edit.  Commelin. 
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CHAP.  III. 

i  Q  N  E  day  after  this,  Per 

^  ter  and  John  went  to* 
getherto  the  temple  at k  three 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon— the 
hour  appointed  for  public 
prayer. 

2  Here  a  miferable  help* 
lefs  cripple,  lame  from  his 
birth,  was  every  day  carried, 
and  laid  down  at  one  of  the 
gates,  which  for  its  magnifi¬ 
cence  was  called  the  Beautiful , 
to  beg  an  alms  of  thole  who 
attended  divine  worlhip. 

3  This  unhappy  object, 
feeing  Peter  and  John  going 
to  enter  the  temple,  fuppli- 
cated  their  charity. 

4  Peter  upon  this  turned, 
and  fixing  his  eyes  inceniely 
upon  this  unfortunate  crea¬ 
ture,  laid  to  him  — —  Dp  you 
obferve  and  attend  to  us. 

5  This  greatly  engaged 
the  man’s  attention,  and  fill¬ 
ed  him  with  pleafing  hopes 
of  their  generality. 

C  Peter  then  faid  to  him 

- 1  have  neither  filver  nor 

.  » 

gold  to  bellow— but  the  blef* 
ling  1  have  to  contribute, 
that  I  freely  difpenie  —By  a 
power  communicated  to  me 
by  Jefus  of  Nazareth  the  Mef- 


liah,  I  command  you  to  rife 

and  walk  1 

7  He  then  took  hold  of 
his  right  hand,  .and  railed  him 
up— that  infant  his  legs .  and 
feet  were  nerved  with  Urength. 

8  He  fprung  up  with  ac¬ 
tivity  and  vigour  —  he  ftpod 
and  walked  with  firmnefs 
and  went  along  with  them  in.-, 
to  the  temple,  in  a  flood  of 
tumultuous  Joy,  bounding, 
leaping,  and  celebrating  the 
goodnefs  of  'Qod  in  ftnuns  of 
roe  moll  ardent  gratitude. 

9  His  rapturous  geftures 
ana  loud  accents  of  praife  to 
God  turned  upon  him  the  at¬ 
tention  of1  all  the  people, 
who  were  come  to  worlhip, 

jo  Theft  were  all  perfe&- 
ly  convinced  that  it  was  him, 
who  ufed  every  day  to  fit  and 
beg  at  the  Beautiful  gate  of 
the  temple— bu  t  how  this  a- 

ftonilhing  alteration  was  ef¬ 
fected,  was  what  filled  them 
with  the  lad  amazement, 

ii  The  cripple,  who  was 
now  reftpred  to  the  perfect  ufe 
of  his  limbs,  in  an  eeftafy  of  joy 
embracing  and  folding  his  be¬ 
nefactors  m  his  arms,  all  the 
people  collected  about  the 
apoitles  in  Solomon’s- portico 
(truck  with  inexprelfible 


k  A/f  rnc  nutpdi  wotu  t*  m/  *>Tip/  rm  k.  t.  a.  “  Twice 
every  day,  in  the  morning;  gnd  about  three. in  the  afternoon,  the  priefla 
efi!c;ate  at  the  altar,  ana abandon  not  the  facrificep,  whatever  di  lire  flea 
calamities  affa.il  them/*  .  Jeftfbi  Ant.  14.  C.  4.  5.  3*  Hudfon. 

m 

* 
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aftonifhment  at  fo  wonderful 

a  cure. 

♦ 

12  Peter  feeing  this  vaft 
concourfe  of  people,  that 
were  now  gathered  about 
him,  thus  addrtfled  them  — 
“  Oyelfraelitesl  Whyfliould 
this  miracle  attract  ft>  much 
of  your  admiration !  Why  do 
you  fix  your  eyes  fo  intenfely 
upon  us,  as  if  wie  had  reftored 
this  cripple  to  the  ufe  of'  his 
limbs  by  any  perfonal  power 
that  we  could  exert,  or  by 
any  fuperior  hotKnefs  that  we 
have  attained  1 

13  The  Qod  of  your  illuf- 
trious  progenitors  Abraham, 
Ilaac  and  Jacob,  hath  now  dig¬ 
nified  and  glorioufly  exalted 
hisfon  Jefus,  that  divine  pro¬ 
phet  whom  you  perfected 
with  implacable  rage,  whom 
you  publickly  difavowed  and 
abjured  before  Pilate’s  tribur 
nal,  tho*  be  was  convinced  of 
his  innocence  and  laboured 
to  acquit  him. 

’  This  eminent  prophet, 
whqfc  life  was  irreproachable, 
and  diiiinguifhcd  by  the  moll 
exalted  virtues,  you  pu  thick¬ 


ly  renounced,  and  importun¬ 
ed  the  governour  to  gratify 
you  with  rcleafing  even  a 
murderer,  rather  than  he 
fhould  efcape  with  life. 

15  In  the  blood  of  the1 
firft  author  and  original  donor 
of  immortality,  you  have  im-? 
brued  your  hands— —But  be 
allured  that  God  railed  this 
glorious  perfonage  from  the 
grave— Of  the  truth  of  this 
radt  we  arc  all  witnefies, 

1 6  It  is  foUly  owing  to  a 
power  derived  from  him  that 
this  helpleis  cripple,  whom 

vou  fee  before  vou,  and  whom 

*  * 

you  have  long  known,  is  now 
reftored  to  peifeft  vigour— It 
is/olely,  1  repeat  it,  a  firm  per- 
fuafion  that  he  is  the  great  Mef- 
fiah  that  hath  invigorated  his 
limbs  with  ftrength,  as  you 

arc  all  witnefies. 

♦ 

17  And  now.  Brethren,  I 
flatter  myfelf  that  you  and 
your  govemours  would  never 
have  wilfully  incurred  fuch 
guilt,  had  you  really  known 
the  dignity  of  this  perfon’s 

character  and  million. 

•  \  * 

18  The  great  God,  how- 


1  Signifies  the  firft  and  primacy  wither  of  any  thing.  .  “  The 

family  of  Jldhiadet  appears  to  be  derived  from  Preface  t  the  fon  of  Ajax, 
who  was  i tf  original  aether.  aoynyev,  Plutarch  Akibiad.  p.  tag.  Ed.  Gr. 
Sttpb.  Ina'&yity  and  idlenefs  are  the  primary  origin  and  foie  caufe  of  fe- 
(litran.  afynyer  tat  ptrw  an  toy.  Polybius,  p.  67.  T ai/rnr  upypyor 
tint  itiTitY.  k.  T.  k.  This  is  to-be  (regarded  as  the  ftrft  origin  and  caufe, 
p.  126.  Ardtus  is  to  be  looked  iipon  as  the  ftrft  author  and  conductor  of 
the  whole  fcheme.  apytiyor  tat  tucBnytftorarnc  oAns  soriCoMt,  p.  127. 
Ed.  ffaeov.  1619.  XW1  twit/r  afy eyii  Cto^doft,  rarTst  yaKimai'* 
fhocylides,  Yer.  ^o.  ' 


ever. 
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ever,  in  this  manner  hath  been  1  “  up  among  you  —Do  you 
plealed  to  accomplUh  thofe  I  w  diligently  hear  and  obey 
predictions  which  he  anoun- 1  **  all  tne  inftruCtions  he  fliail 
ced  to  the  world  by  all  the  I  **  deliver  unto  you. 
antient  prophets,  That  the  I  23  “  For  be  allured  that 
Mefliah  was  to  fuffer.  I  “  every  perlon  who  wilfully . 

29  Let  me,  therefore,  beg  j  “  difobeys  the  injunctions  of 
you  to  repent  with  unfeigned  I  “  that  iUufhious prophet  lhaU 
contrition,  and  to  acknow-  ]  “  be  involved  in  the  moft  fa- 
ledge  Jefus  to  be  the  Mefliah  *  I  “  tal  deftruCtion.” 
that  the  heinous  crimes  you  ]  24  And  not  only  Moles, 

have  perpetrated  may  forever  I  but  every  prophet  frotn.Sa* 
be  blotted  out,  and  that  you  1  muel,  in  every  fucceeding 
may  attain  that  eternal  felici- 1  age,  hath  eocprdsly  declared, 
ty,  which  God  will  bellow.  I  and  minutely  defcribed,  the 

20  For  this  illuftrious  per-  j  events  of  the  prelent  age. 

fon  hath  the  Deity  appointed  I  25  You,  Sirs !  *  are  that 
to  be  the  judge  of  the  world:  j  highly  diftinguilhed  nation, 
and  he  will  one  day  deicend  j  to  which  Goa  fent  his  pro? 
from  heaven  to  execute  this  j  phets  —  You  are  principally 
great  commifiion.  J  interefted  in  that  covenant 

21  But  'till  this  grand  e- j  which  God  folemnly  ratified 
vent,  'till  the  final  renovation  I  with  our  pious  anceftors  5  in 
of  all  things,  he  will  continue  I  which  he  allured  Abraham  in 
in  the  man  (ions  of  immortal  I  particular.  That  by  one  of  his 
glory— Tlie  interefting  tranf- 1  dependents  the  whole  hti- 
actions  of  the  period,  in  which  1  man  race  ihould  be  blefled 
you  now  live,  hath  God  clear-  j  with  the  moll  fignal  privi¬ 
ly  indicated  and  pre-Ggnified  leges. 

by  all  the  prophets  that  ever:  2 6  And,  finally,  it  is  to 
fiourilhed  from  the  firll  com-  You,  that  the  great  God,  who 
mencement  of  the  Jewilh  dif-  hath  railed  his  fon  from  thp 
penfetion.  dead,  now  vouchfafes  to  make 

22  For  example,  our  great  th zftrjl  offers  of  thcgofpel— 
Law-giver  gave  our  forefa-  moil  mercifully  defigning  to 
thers  this  prophetic .  admo-  reclaim .  you  all  from  your 
nition—-  “  A  prophet  fimilar  wicked  nefe,  and  to  confer 
w  to  me  fhall  the  Lord  your  upon  you  the  mod  ample 
41  God,  in  future  time,  mile  and  diftinguilhed  bleffings. 
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CHAP.  IV. 


i  XT J  H I L  E  they  were 

haranguing  the  col¬ 
lected  multitude,  the  priefts, 
the  Sadducecs  and  the  “  of¬ 
ficer  of  the  temple  guards 
fuddenly  appeared,  and  ad¬ 
vanced  up  to  them : 

2  being  fired  with  extreme 
rage  and  indignation  at  the 
apoftlcs  for  thi  liberty  they 
affu  fried  of  publickly  inftruCk- 
itig  the  people,  and  for  plead' 
irig  the  authority  of  Jefus  in 
propagating  foe  do&rine  qf  a 
future  (hue, 

3  they  immediately  foil¬ 
ed  them  —  dragged  them  a- 
way  —  and  confined  them  in 
the  public  prifon  ’till  the  next 
day,  it  being  nqw  evening. 

4  Many  nowever  qf  fob 
audience  were  convinced  that 
they  a&ed  by  a  divine  comr 
million,  and  embraced  the 
Chriftian  religion— — The 

number  of  thefc  converts  a- 

*  .  .■ 

mounted  to  abqve  five  thour 

iand. 

■ 

§  —  5  The  next  day  an 
pflembly  was  convoked — and 
the  members  of  the  Sanhe¬ 


drim,  the  principal  magis¬ 
trates,  the  feribes, 

6  The  high  priefls  Annas 
aqd  Caiaphas,  and  aifo  John 
and  Alexander,  and  all  the 
illuftrious  perfonages,  who 
were  relations  ’ of  the  ponti¬ 
fical  family,  met  in  public 
council. 

7  When  the  fopreme  court 
was  convened  and  *  feated, 
they  ordered  the  two  priib- 
ners  before  them,  and  thus 
interrogated  them  ■  Tell 
us  whence  you  derived  the 
miraculous  power  you  have 
lately  exerted— and  what  au¬ 
thority  you  have  for  a&ing  in 
foe  manner  you  have  done  ? 

8  To  thefe  queftions  Peter, 
being  inftantly  filled  with  the 
diyine  afflatus,  thus  replied 
— r  **  Ye  illuftrious  Senators 
and  magiftratps  of  Ifrael ! 

9  Since  we  are  now  thus 
publickly  called  upon  to  in¬ 
form  you,  from  what  lource 

foat  beneficial  power  was  de¬ 
rived,  which  was  yefterday 

exerted  on  the  helplefs  crip 
pie  \ 

10  be  it  known  to  this 
auguft  aflembly  and  to  the 


•  .  -  * 

•  Frpm  this  sod  Jemal  other  paiTages  of  icriptnre,  John  xviii.  12, 
JLfts  v.  24.  26.  it  appears  that  the  Jews  ha<f  a  body  of  foldiers  that 
guarded  ithe(  temple  to  prevent  any  disturbance  during  the  nuniftration 
of  fuch  an  imxnenfe  number  of  pirlefts  and  lerites.  Over  thefe  guards 
ont  perfon  had  the  fupreme  command.  mentions  fueh  an  of¬ 
ficer.  Ter  ffATvyv  Af«w.  Ant.  lab.  20.  4.  *•  t/s  Tsy 

EXse&spw  ctartiyurTir.  B.  T.  2.  C.  17.  4.  2.  HuJfm. 

'  *  They  fat  in  a  femi circle. 
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whole  community  of  Ifrael,  I  gour,  precluded  all  obje&ions. 
That  this  pcrfon,  who  now  |  and  effc&ually  filenced  them. 
Hands  before  you  all,  was!  15  The  two  prifoners,  af- 
miraculoufly  reftored  to  per-lterthis,  being  ordered  out  of 
left  vigour  by  a  power  de- 1  court,  the  members  of  the- 
rived  from  that  Jefus  of  Na- 1  council  mutually  conferred' 
zareth,  whom  you  lately  cru- 1  together, 
cified,  but  whom  God  railed  I  1 6  What  conduft,  they 
from  the  dead.  I  laid,  (hall  we  obferve  towards 

1 1  This  Jefus  is  the  ftone  I  theft  men  ?  —  It  is  abfolutely 
which  you  the  pretended  I  impoflible  for  us  either  to 
builders  of  the  cnurch  offftine,  or  to  deny,  the  fignal 
God  rejected  —  but  who  is !  miracle  they  have  performed 
now  become  the  grand  cor- 1  upon  this  man— The  whole 
ner  ftone  to  unite  and  con- !  city  is  full  of  it,  and  every 
folidate  the  divine  edifice.  I  one  is  convinced  of  its  truth. 

12  He  is  the  fok  author  of  I  17  Let  us,  in  order  to 

that  amazing  operation  thatjerum  this  caufe  in  its  infan- 
harh  been  now  difplayed  —  1  cy,  now  denounce  the  fe- 
To  him  alone  it  is  to  be  a-|  vereft  menaces  againft  thefc 
feribed  —  By  no  other  be-l  peHbns,  and  ftriftly  prohibit 
ing‘  in  the  whole  univerfe  of  I  them  from  ever  publickly 
nature  can  fuch  miraculous  I  propagating  theft  do&rines 
effects  be  produced.**  lifor  the  future. 

1 3  The  whole  Sanhedrim  I.  18  Accordingly  they  com- 

were  aftoniftied  at  the  un- 1  manded  them  to  be  called  in 
daunted  fortitude  of  theft  I  — and  laid  upon  them  the 
two  apoftles — knowing  them  I;  moft  lolemh  and  rigid  in¬ 
to  be  perfons,  who  had  been 1  jun&iofls  not  to  promulgate, 
deftitute  of  a  liberal  cduca- 1  any  more,  the  doctrines  of  Je- 
tion,  and  in  a  private  and  |  fus ;  or  ever  again  attempt  to 
oblcure  ftation  of  life — They  1  make  converts  to  them, 
knew,  however,  that  they  had  J  1 9  To  this  threatning,  Pe- 
becn  the  diftiplcs  and  com-  Iter  and  John  thus  replied  — 
panions  of  Jefus,  I  We  leave  it  to  the  decifion 

14  The  fight  of  the  man  *  I  of  your  confidences,  Whe- 
too,  who  was  now  before  I  ther  it  is  fit  we  .fhould  obey 
them  in  perfeft  health  and  vi- 1  you  or  Cod. 


*  See  the  Altxmuf'  MS. 


20  For 
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20  For  it  is  impoflible  for 
us  to  ftifle  thdfe  truths,  of 
which  we  are  perfuaded  upon 
the  ftrongeft  evidence. 

a  1  The  court*  after  adding 
farther  menaces  and  interdic¬ 
tions,  difmified  them — find¬ 
ing  it  a  thing  both  unjuftifiT 
able  and  unpopular  to  inflid 

any  p  uni  dime  nit  upon  th<*rn 

— for  all  the  people  acknow¬ 
ledged  the  hand  of  God  in 
this  miracle,  and  were  druck 
with  pious  gratitude  and  ad¬ 
miration: 

22  for  the  pcrlbn  on  whom 
it  was  performed  was  above 

forty  years  old,  and  ynivcr- 

faUy'  known. 

§ — 23  The  two  apoftfes, 

being  thus  di (miffed,  went 
immediately  to  their  fellow 

Chriftians,  and  gave  them  A 

minute  detail  of  the  whole 
tranft&idn. 

24  When  the  company 

had  heard  their  account,  they 
unanimoufly  offered  the  fol¬ 
lowing  fervent  prayer  to  God 
—u  O  Lord !  'Jfhou  art  the 
one.fupreme  God,  the  crea-  ; 
tor  and  govempur  Of  univerfal  j 

nature ! 

25  We  have  feen  theft 
words  accomplished,  which 
thy  fpirit  direded  Davids 
thine  anointed  fon,  to  deliver 
— K  What  is  it  hath  excited 
M  the  rage  of  the  Heathen ! 


What  is  it  hath  induced 
“  die  JewiJh  nation  to  pur- 
“  fue  fuch  iniquitous  mea- 
**.  fures ! 

26  “  The  governours  of 
“  the  earth,  and  the  mod  il- 

w  luftrious  perlonages,  are  all 
“  convened  and  confederated 

u  together  againd  God  and 

“  againd  the  M efiiah !  M 

27  This  prediftion  we 
have  feen  fulfilled — for  Herod 
with  the  yrtw— — and  Pifoie 
with  the  Heathens ,  confpired, 
'in  this  city,  .againd  thine 
holy  meffenger  Jefus — whom 

thou  did  ft  invedwith  a  di¬ 
vine  commiffon, 

28  in  order  to  execute  the 
deiigns  and  counfels  of  thine 
infinite  wifdotn : 

2p  be  pleafed,  O  God,  to 
avert  the  threatnings  that 
have  been  denounced  againd 
thy  fervants,.  and  fuffer  them 
not  to  be  intimidated  by 
them,  from  publishing  the 
truths  of  thy  gofpel  with  in¬ 
trepid  fortitude : 

30  grant,  that  the  doc¬ 
trines  they  teach  may  be  far¬ 
ther  fealed  and  confirmed  by 
thy  divine  fanftion — and  that 
by  the  authority  of  thy  holy 
mefienger  Jefus,  miraculous 
operations  may  dill  continue 
to  be  effected ! 

3 1  After  they  had  con¬ 
cluded  thefe  devout  requeds. 


'  See  tV  MSS, 
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the-  place  in  which  they 
were  aflembltrd  was  violent¬ 
ly  fhakem— upon  which  there 


ney  accruing  from  the  fair 
to  the  apoftles, 

.  «  that  beans  depoftted  h 


the  holy  fpirit  upon  all  the 
company  and  they  were 
enabled  to  preach  the  Chrif- 
tian  religion  with  undaunted 
freedom. 

§-“3?  Thb  body  o#thde 
Chriftian  profeflors  was  ac¬ 
tuated  by  one  mind,  was  in¬ 
formed  by  one  foul  -—  none 
of  them  had  any  private  pro¬ 
perty  diitinlt  from  the  reft — 
there  was  ap  equal  partition 
and  community  of  interefts 
among  them. 

3  3  The  apoftles  alio,  with 
firm  and  invincible  rcfolu- 
tion,  publicity  declared  their 
tcftimony  to  the  truth  of 
Chrift’s  refurredlion  — —  and 
were  all  endowed  with  ample 
and  diftinguilhcd  gifts. 

34  In  this  fociety.  there 
was  no  indigent  and  necef- 
fitous  perion — for  thofe,  who 
had  eftates,  or  houfes,  fold 
them,  and  brought  the  mo- 


effufion 

ght  be  made 


according  to  their  nelpedtive 
exigencies. 

$6 Among  others,  Jofes,  a 
levite,  a  native  of  Cyprus, 
whom  the  apoftles  firnamed 
'Barnabas  — -  which  tranflated 
fignifies  the  fin  of  exhortation* 

37  having  an  eftate,  fold 
it,  and  gave  the  apoftles  the 
money  to  augment  the  com- 
bon  rund. 


CHAP,  V. 

i  /lp  W  O  perfons  alfo  of 
A  this  fociety,  Ananias 
and  his  wife  Sapphira  fold  an 
eftate  they  had : 

2  but  they  mutually  a- 
grecd  tp’fecrete  fome  part  of 
the  money— and  accoraingly 
delivered  in  be  reft  of  it  to 
the  Apoftles  as  the  whole 
original  fum, 

3  Upon  tihis,  Peter  laid  to 


n  This  word  fignifie*  tp  fierttt ,  intercept .  dedaS  part  of 

a  thing  is  a  clandeftine  manner.  **  Arifiidet  beans  enoten  fuperintendent 
of  the  public  revenues,  iftewed  that  fhofe  who  h&ab^en  lately  in  die  fame 
office  had  prrvcichf  intercepted  a  great  dqd  of  the  money ;  tiUa  rsres- 
fir/xtm.  Plutarch.  Anilide^  p.  587.  He  perfoftded  the  populace  not  to 
grant  him  a  triumph,  as  having  faryatefy  intercept**  [much  of  the  public 
money:  <rox\*t  Zaeaf,  949.  Pomp*}  fhowed  the  magi- 

(hates  that  Alexander  one  ot  his  freedlnen  Kid  fumed’  the  money.  Pompeii 
Fita,  p.  1 134.  For  he  bong  defiroutj  to  Jecrtte  to  bimfdffat  greateft  part 
«f  the  money :  vhetfa  7«r  wrf rf fold,  p,  1213.  Edit. 

Gr » Stepbeod.  ' 

him 


380 


I’ke  Acts  of  the  Apostles. 


Chap. 


v. 


him — Ananias !  Howcouldeft 
thou  ever  harbour  fuch  dia¬ 
bolical  wickedneis  in  thine 
heart  as  to  imagine  thou  wert 
able  to  r  cheat  and  deceive 
the  holy  fpirit  by  a&ing  in 
this  fraudulent  manner ! 

4  When  the  eftate  was  un¬ 
fold,  was  not  the  difpolal  of 
it  in  ydur  own  power  ? — and 
after  you  had  fold  it*  was 
you  not  dill  at  your  liberty  ? 
— What  could  induce  you  to 

aft  lb  wicked  a  part!  You 

have  dared  to  iihpofe,  not  up¬ 
on  men,  but  upon  the  great 
God  himfelf. 

5  When  Ananias  heard 
thele  words,  hef  was  ihftantly 
ft  ruck  down  upon  the  ground 
by  a  divine  power,  and  ex¬ 
pired— -This  (hocking  cir- 
cumftance  fl lied'  ail  who  heard 
of  it  with  iblemn  and  religi¬ 
ous  awe. 

6  Some  young  perfons, 
then,  who  Were  prefent, 
fwathed  the  cofpfe  in  linen 
rollers,  according  to  the  Jew- 

ill*  cuftom,  and  carrying  it 

out  of  the  city  interred  it.  • 


7  About  three  hours  after, 
his  wife,  ignorant  of  her  hut- 
band’s  fate,  entered  the  room. 

8  Peter  direftly  turned  to 
her  and  faid— —  Tell  me  the 
truth  — —  Did  you  really  fell 
your  eftate  for  juft  the  mo¬ 
ney  you  delivered  in  to  us  ? — 
Sheanfwered  in  the  affirmative. 

9  What  could  lead  you  to 
confederate  together  in  con¬ 
triving  fuch  a  fraud  again  ft 
the  fpirit  of  God,  and  to  hope 
to  clcape  undece&ed  ?— I  hear 
the  found  of  their  feet  at  the 
door  Who  have  carried  your 
hufband  to  his  grave,  and  the 
fame  office  they  will  perform 
for  you : 

10  the  words  were  no 
fooner  pronounced,  but  (be 
inftantly  fell  dead  at  his  feet 

The  young  perfons  came 
in,  found  her  eyes  doled  in 
death,  carried  the  dead  body 
out  <of  the  city,  and  depofited 
it  in  the  lame  grave  with  her 

hulband. 

*  • 

1 1  This  awful  event  (truck 
the  whole  afiembly  with  fo- 
lemn  dread,  and  every  one. 


4  ^ 

^  9  fff  T*  TnujXflt  TO  tiryjv?  This  vert  with  an  accufaiiv*  fig- 

ftiixts  to  trite,  impefe  upon  :  44  O  Dercyllidas  l  this  perfon  imptfa  upon 
you  :  ^TiVtNror  cikt©-.  Xtnopboje  Hellen.  p.  8 6*  Edit.  8vo.  Gr,  Bafil. 
It  witnefleth  far  Greece »  that  flic  doth  not  belie  that  power  and  opulence 
fhe  is  once  laid  to  poSef* :  un  me  XvytpLiPw  Purajuie*  Pin- 

torch  Pericles,  *  p.  »8.  ArijHdu  did  not  belie  Jus  former  reputation  :  *  * 
f4*v**ro  r It  jfri/Hdes,  p.  $88.  He  deceived  Tirilaxvj  1  Tip/- 

C*£op  Plutarbh  Amxtnc.  p.  1874,  Edit#  Gr.  Steph.  8vo. 

with  a  datkn  iff  to  tel!  a  falfehood  to  a  perfon  ;  as  in  Ver.  4. 
Owe  i4 md  femes'  ohXo  ©ff» :  viz.  not  the  botyJpirit>  but  they»- 
preme  God»  * 

4  who 
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who  heard  of  their  tragic!  extreme  rage  and  indigna- 

tnd.  J  tibn. 

§ — 12  The  Chriftian  con- 1  1$  Accordingly  they  feiz- 

verts,  at  this  time,  ufed,  by  l  ed  the  apoftles,  dragged  them 
mutual  appointment,  to  meet  j  away,  and  confined  them  in 
in  Solomon’s  portico.  j  the  public  prifon. 

13  But  to  their  fociety  none  j  19  But  an  angel  of  the 

of  the  inlincere  dared  to  join  (  Lora,  in  the  night,  opened 
themfelves  —  The  Chriftian  {  the  prifon  dobrs — and  raring  * 
profeflors  were,  at  prefcnt,  J  ihg  them  out,  thus  accofted* 
happy  in  the  efteem  and  re- j  them: 
gards  of  the  common  people,  1  20  Go  you  inftantly  into 

1 4 .  a  great  many  perfons,  I  the  temple,  and  preach  to 
of  both  fexes,  being  convin-lthe  people  the  doctrine  of 
ccd  of  the  truth  of  the  gofpel,  I  immortality, 
and  the  number  of  the  Cnrif-j  21  Accordingly,  foon  as 
tians  every  day  augmenting :  J  the  morning  dawned,  they 

15  for  by  the  apoftks,ma-j  repaired  to  the  temple  and 

ny  Ggnal  and  aftonifhing  mi*  j  ctmght  the jpeople - In  the 

racks  were  publickly  per- 1  morning  the  high  prieft  and 
formed  before  ail  the  people!  his  friends  convoked  the  ge- 
—  for  inftance,  perfons  I  neral  aflenabby  and  Senate  of 
brought  out  their  fick  and  j  Ifrael— -and  djlpatchcd  an  or* 
difealed  on  beds  and  couches  |  der  to  the  keepers  of  the  jail 
into  the  open  ftreets,  and  if  |  to  bring  the  prifoners  before 
even  the  fhadow  of  Peter,  “as  rthe  court. 

he  walked  along,  did  but  on-  *  22  But  when  the  officers 

ly  pafs  over  them,  they  were  entered  the  prifon,  they 
inftantly  reftored  to  perfect  found  no  perfon  within  — 
health.  Accordingly  they  went  into 

16  Great  numbers  alfo  court,  and  reported  this  afto- 
from  the  adjacent  towns  flock*  nifhing  circumftance : 

td  to  Jerufalem,  bringing  .  23  The  doors  of  the  pri- 

rith  them  their  friends,  who  fon,  they  laid,  we  found  faft 
vere  either  disordered  in  locked  and  fecured,  and  th$ 
their  intellects,  or  labbured  keepers  on  duty — but  when 
under  other  difeafes— who  we  entered  the  jail  we  found 
were  all  miraculoufly  cured,  it  empty. 

1 7  Thefe  aftions  filled  the  24  This  account  alarmed 
high  prieft  and  his  friends,  the  high  prieft,  the  clergy, 
who  were  Sadducees,  with  and  the  officer  of  the  temple 

t  guards 


i8z 


guards— and  greatly  perplex¬ 
ed  arid  embafraffed  them  how 
to  account  for  it, 

25  tn  the  mean  time,  there 
came  a  perfon  into  the  court, 
and  informed  them,  'That 
the  men,  whom  they  had  the 
day  before  put  under  confine¬ 
ment,  were  m  the  tempie,  pub¬ 
licity  intruding  the  people, 

26  Upon  hearing  this  the 
officer  went  with  his  compa¬ 
ny  to  the  tempie,  and  brought 
them  away—  —but  durft  not 
ufe  violence,  for  fear  the 
people  fhould  overwhelm 
them  with  (topes. 

27  The  foldiers  immedi¬ 
ately  conducted  the  apoftles 
into  the  court,  and  placed. 

them  before  the  Sanhedrim— 

*  * 

Whom  the  high  pried  thus 
addrcffed : 

zZ  Did  not  we  finely 
charge  you  on  your  peril  nor 
to  propagate  your  codtrines 
—and  yet,  in  contempt  of 
our  au  tnority  you  have  filled 
the  whole  city  with  your  prin¬ 
ciples — and  have  the  effron¬ 
tery  to  charge  us  with  the 
murder  of  your  leader. 

29  Peter,  and  the  other 
apoftles  replied  — r  w  It  is 
pur  duty  to  obey  God  rather 
than  man. 

▼  ~  _  m 

30  The  great  God,  wham 
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► 

our  anceftors  Worfhipped, 

hath  raifed  that  Jefus  from 
the  dead,  whom  you  cruci¬ 
fied  and  murdered. 

1  ■  *  m  • 

31  This  illuftrious  per- 
fonage  hath  God  now  exalted 
to  the  mod  diftinguifhed  dig¬ 
nity,  ■  and  hath  condituted 
him  the  faviour  and  governour 
of  mankind  —  hereby  mod 
mercifully  confulting  the  re¬ 
formation,  the  forgivenefs, 
.and  the  eternal  falvation  of 
ffrael. 

32  Of  the  truth  of  thete 
important  dodrines  we  here 
are  witnefles— and  their  truth 
the  holy  spirit  alfo  of  God, 

which  is  Ihed  upon  the  obe¬ 
dient  and  well-difpo&d,  hath 
damped -with  his  fan&ion  ” 

33  Thcie  afiertions  inflam¬ 
ed  titeir  rage  and  indignation 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
immediately  coniuited  toge¬ 
ther  to  put  them  to  death. 

34.  In  the  midfl  of  thefe 
deliberations  role  up  an  illuf¬ 
trious  fenatpr,  Gamaliel,  a 
Pharifee,  an  eminent  doctor 
:  of  the  law,  and  a  perfon  held 
in  univerfal  veneration— He 
defired  that  the  apodles  might, 
for  a  few  minutes,  be  ordered 

out  of  court : 

♦  ,  » 

35  This  done,  he  thus  ad- 
drefled  himfelf  to  the  council 


•  O  Athenians! .  fays  the  exceflent5#o-«*«,  I  love  you  with  the  warmed 
afie&ion  ;  but  1  wit!  obey  God  rather  than  you ;  vtiwoptu  /e  70  in* 

*  i/urr.  Plate’ t  Apotbg.  p.90.  Edit.  ad.  Forlter,  O son. 
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—  “I  beg,  my  fellow-cm« 
zens,  you  would  be  cautious 
in  entering  into  any  violent 
nieafures  with  regard  to  thefe 
perfons. 

3  6  Suffer  me  to  remind 
you  of*  Theudas— You  know 
iome  time  ago  this  impoftor 
by  his  arrogant  pretentions  to 
be  fome  extraordinary  perfon, 
collefted  and  attached  to  Him 
a  number  of  men,  amounting 
to  about  four  hundred— You 
are  acquainted  with  his  tra¬ 
gic  face,  how  he  was  flain, 
how  his  men  were  difperfed, 
ami  his  whole  fyttem 
td  and  brought  to  nothing. 

37  After  him  role  *  Judas  the 
Galilxan  at  the  time  of  the  af- 
ieffment,  and  alienated  a  very 
confiderable  number  of  per¬ 
fons  from  their  allegiance  to 
the  Romans— I  need  not  tell 


you  of  his  miferabie  end  alfo, 
and  of  the.  .  difpertion.  of 
all  his  aflbeiates. 

3  8  When  I  refledt  on  th« 
fate  of  thefe  two  perfons,  it 
prompts  me  to  advife  you  by 
all  means  not  to  molefl  thele 
people,  but  to  let  them 
enjoy  their  principles  undif- 
turbed  —  For  be  a  Glared ,  If 
this  fcheme.be  a  mere  human 
contrivance,  it  will  dwindle 
and  come  to  nothing  j 

39  but  if  it  is  Supported 

on  a-  divine  authority,  all  the 
power  you  can  exert,  will 
never  be  able  to  Subvert  it — 
Be  cautious,  therefore,  left 
you  be  found  at  laft  to  have 
oppoied  the  lac  red  will  of 
heaven.*’ 

40  He  ended,  and  his  ad* 
vice  was  received  with  uni- 
verfal  approbation  — Accord- 


*  What  St.  Luh  here  mentions  concerning  Tbeudas  iscon  firmed  by  Jo~ 

ffpbus.  “  ■T't  TH(  I< uFeUtit  *TiTp**iWT& ,  rtf  «tmp  GijJ'sLC, 

Ac.  While  Pbadtu  was  procurator  of  Judaa,  one  7  be  u dot,  an  impoftor, 
perfuades  a  great  number  of  people  to  take  their  effefts  and.  attend  him 
to  the  river  Jordan  :  for  he  publicity  declared  himfelf  a  prophet,  faid  he 
could  divide  the  waters  of  the  river  by  his  aa^horitjauve  mandate,  and 
give  them  all  an  caiy  paftage  over.  By  thefe  aflerrions  he  led  many  into 
a  deception.  Faint  however  did  not  permit  them  to  proceed  in  their 
ftsdueis.  He  difpatchcd  a  troop  ofhorfe  after  them,  who  falling  unex¬ 
pectedly  upon  them,  killed  and  took  great  numbers.  Theudas  fell  into 
their  hands,  they  cut  off  his  head,  and  brought  it  to  Jerusalem.  This 
event  happened  at  the  time  tyhen  Culpius  Fadus  was  procurator  of  ju- 
dxa.”  Jofepbut  Antiq.  L.  so.  C.  4.  §  I.  Hudfon, 

1  Jofrpbu*  often  mentions  this  perlba’s  calling  him,  as  St.  Luke  hero 
doth,  Judas  ibt  Gtiilaaa>  p.  974. 3;  p.  1 060.  8.  and  in  one  place  Judas 
Gaulanites.  Antiq.  Lib.  18.  t.  1.  p.  792.  He  alfo  confirms  our  hifc 
torian’s  account  by  exprefsly  declaring  that  ho.  railed  an  tnfurre&ion  lit 
the  time  of  the  ejftflmnt  of  Judea.  “  I(/e  tv  stsjwwt©-  I  uPeum  onto 
f*n  t<«  etroyfitpis,  «r*  Kupnn&  7i(t,a7l{  7m?  Ivdsuo? 

m/if-h'.  B.  J.  Lib.  7.  p.  1313.  Hudfon. 
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ingly,  after  they  had  again 
ordered  them  into  court,  had 
fcourged  them,  and  repeat¬ 
edly  charged  them  for  the 
future  not  to  di  Semin  ate  the 
doctrines  of  Jefus,  they  dif- 
mifled  them. 

41  The  apoftles  went  .a- 

way  from  the  Sanhedrim  in 
great  tranfport.  That  they 
were  deemed  worthy  to  fuf- 
fer  thefe  indignities  for  their 
profeffion  or  the  Chriftian 
religion. 

42  And  every  day,  both 
in  the  temple*  and  in  their 
own  apartment,  they  inftruq- 
ted  the  people,  and  proclaim¬ 
ed  the  joyful  news  that  Jefus 
was  the  Meffiah. 


CHAP.  VI. 

r  TN  the  mean  time,  while 

A  the  number  of  converts 
to  Chriftianjty  was  greatly 
augmenting,  the  Hclknijhc 
Jews  complained  of  the  He¬ 
brews  for  negiefting  their  ne- 
ceflicous  widows  in  fhe  daily 
diftributions  of  the  charitable 
fund. 

2  The  twelve  apoftles  upon 
this  convening  the  whole  fo- 
cicty  of  the  ChrifHans,  thus 
add  reded  thefti^—  **  Brethren! 
It  is.  highly  improper  that  the 
important  office.  In  which  wf 
apoftles  arc .  engaged  of  pro¬ 
mulgating  the  golpet,  fhtxdd 
be  interrupted  by  an  attention 


t  to  the  management  of  this 

1  fund. 

3  We  therefore  advife  you 
to  the  election  of  feven  per- 
fons  of  unexceptionable  cha¬ 
racters,  of  known  abilities, 
and  who  have  been  favoured 
with  the  divine  afflatus,  to 
fuperintend  this  truft. 

4  We  apoftles  would  whol¬ 
ly  devote  ourfelves  to  the  ex- 
ercifes  of  devotion,  and  to 
the  publication  of  the  Chrif- 
tian  doctrines.** 

5  This  propofal  was  re¬ 
ceived  by  tne  aflembly  with 
univerfal  approbation  —  and 
they  immediately  elected  the 
following  perfons — Stephen, 
a  man  of  diftinguifhed  fideli¬ 
ty,  and  eminently  endowed 

with  the  gifts  of  the  holy 
fpirit,  Philip,  Prochorus,  Ni« 
chanor,  Timon,  Parmenas, 
and  Nicholas  a  native  of  An¬ 
tioch,  who  had  been  a  pro- 
felyte  to  the  Jewifh  religion. 

6  The  aflembly,  after 
having  made  choice  of  thefe 
perfons,  prefen  ted  them  to 
the.  apoftles  —  who  after  re- 

them  to  the 
bfeffing  of  God  by  their 
prayers,  laid  their  hands  up¬ 
on  them. 

7  Chriftianjty  now  made  a 
very  great  progrels,  and  its 
converts  in  Jerufalem  were 
bow  augmented  to  a  very 
cOnfiderable  body — A  great 
n timber  alfo  of  the  Jewifh 

clergy 


commending 

of  God 
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clergy  were  convinced  of  its  ged  him  away,  and  brought 
truth  and  embraced  it.  him  before  the. Sanhedrim. 

§ — $  Ik  the  mean  time,  \y  Here  the  fhlfe  witnef- 
Stephen  being  endowed  with  fes,  whom  they  had  procured, 
diftingui/hed  *  powers,  pub- )  ftood  up,  andfaid — Thisper- 
lickly  performed,  in  the  pre-  Ton  is  continually  uttering* 
fence  of vaft  multitudes,  ma-1  the  moft  reproachful  and  in- 

ny  great  and  aftoniihing  mi-  vidious  expreflions  both  a - 
racles.  gain  ft  this  w  facred  place,  and 

9  Upon  this,  feveral  foreign  iagainft  the  law  of  Mofe;. 

Jews  from  “  Libert um,  Cy-  •  14  We  have  heard  him  af- 

rene,  Alexandria,  Cilicia,  Terr,  That  this  Jefus  of  Na¬ 
an  d  Alia  minor,  entered  zareth  would  reduce  this 

4  9 

into  a  public  difpute  with  grand  and  facred  ftrudture  to 
him.  a  heap  of  ruins,  and  abrogate 

I  o  .  But '  thefe  adverlaries  all  thole  religious  inftitutions, 
were  baffled  and  confounded  which  our  illuftrious  lawgiver 
by  that  fuperior  wifdom  and  hath  tranfmittcd  to  us. 
thofe  diftinguilhed  foiritual  15  An  extraordinary  radi- 
gifts,  which  he  poflefifed.  ance,  which  was  pow  obfirrv- 

I I  Exafperated  at  his  vie-  ed  to  dare  from  Stephen's 
tory,  they  went  and  fuborned  countenance;  attracted  the 
perfons  to  fwear  that  they  eyes  of  the  whole  Sanhedrim 
had  heard  him  (peak  biafphe-  upon  him,  as  if  he  had  been 
my  againft  Moles  and  againft  ah  angel  deputed  from  God. 
God. 

12  They  alfo  inflamed  the  Chap.  vii.  1  The  high 
populace,  the  magiftrates,  prieft  then  turned  to  Him  and 
and  the  feribes  againft  him—  laid— What  have  you  to  of- 
They  then  feized  him,  drag-  fer  in  Vindication  of  yourielf 


■ 

1  XtfpiT®-,  and  not  »•/«*<,  is  the  true  reading.  See  Dr.  Mill. 

v  Liber  turn  was  a  city  and  diftridl  in  Cjre/te,  See  Dr.  Laruner’s 
Appendix  to  bis  account  of  demoniac. 

*  Both  Philo  and  Joftpbus  are  replete  with  in  (lances  of  the  prodigious 
veneration  the  Jews  had  for  their  temple .  The  following  paflfage  in  Philo 
is  remarkable.  **  Er  eoni  Tatrvt  euTtfjttia,  &c.  One  thing  inflead  of  all 
othsrs  we  deftre,  that  no  innovations  be  introduced  into  the  temple, 
but  that  it  may  be  preferred  fuch  as  we  received  it  from  our  progenitors. 
If  all  our  entreaties  cannot  obtain  this,  wc  freely  deliver  up  ourfclves  to 
rieftrufiion,  that  we  may  not  live  to  fee  a  calamity  more  dreadful  than 
death.”  Philo  de  leg.  p.  1035.  E. 

Vol.  I.  C  c  againft 
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VII. 


again  ft  the  crimes,  that  are 
now  alledged  agairift  you. 

2  Stephen  then  thu3  ad- 
dreffed  himfclf  to  the  affemb- 

lv — **  Brethren  and  fathers! 

• 

1  beg  you  would  hear  me 
with  attention  and  candour— 
While  our  great  progenitor 
Abraham  lived  in  Mesopota¬ 
mia,  before  his  refidence  in 

m 

Char  ran,  the  Supreme  and 
ever-bleflhd  Jehovah  appear* 

ed, 

3  and  thus  fpoke  to  him — 
Quit  thy  native  country,  and 
all  thy  relatives,-  and  remove 
to  a  region  that  1  will  point 
eut  to  thee. 

4  Immediately,  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  divine  com¬ 
mand,  he  relinquifhed  the 
country  of  the  Ch  aid  scans  and 
redded  in  Charran— — From 
this  place  too,  after  his  fa¬ 
ther’s  deceafe,  he  removed, 
in  obedience  to  the  divine  di¬ 
rection,  into  this  country, 
which  you  now  inhabit. 

5  God,  however,  did  not 
give  him  any  fJrefcnt  pofief- 
fion  in  it,  not  even  fo  much 
as  a  foot  of  land  —  he  only 
promifed  that  he  would  give 
it  to  his  dependents,  and 
this  at  a  time  when  Abraham 
had  no  profpeCt  of  ever  being 
bleiled  with  children. 

6  To  him  God  prefignifi- 
ed  the  future  fate  of  his  de¬ 
pendents— -—Thy  posterity 
(hall  fojourn  inaforeign  coun¬ 


try,  where  they  fhall  endure 
all  the  evils  of  Servitude,  and 
a  feries  of  the  moft  cruel  fuf- 
ferings  for  the  fpace  of  four 
hundred  years. 

7  But  upon  that  nation, 
which  fltall  opprefs  them  with 
this  infolence  and  inhumani¬ 
ty,  I  will  inflift  many  dire  ca¬ 
lamities — after  this  they  fhall 
be  removed  and  ferve  me  in 

the  country,  in  which  thou 
now  refideft. 

8  In  folemn  ratification  of 
the  truth  of  this  prediction 
God  enjoined  upon  him  the 
rite  of  circumcifion— Accor¬ 
dingly  Haac  was  circumcifed 
the  eighth  day  after  his  birth 
— and  from  Ilaac  it  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  Jacob— from  Ja¬ 
cob  to  the  twelve  patriarchs. 

9  But  the  patriarchs,  miti¬ 
gated  by  envy,  fold  Joleph 

into  Egypt - but  there  he 

was  eminently  diftinguilhed 
by  the  care  and  guardian/hip 
of  heaven : 

10  For  he  was  providen¬ 
tially  extricated  from  all  his 
difficulties  and  forrows — that 
wifdom,  with  which  he  was 
endowed,  conciliated  to  him 
the  favour  and  confidence  of 
Pharao  the  fovereign  of  K- 
gypt,  by  whom  he  was  cou- 
ftituted  not  only  the  gover¬ 
nor  of  his  domeftic  affairs, 
but  of  all  his  dominions. 

11  In  procefs  of  time  that 
dire  famine  he  predicted  in¬ 
vaded 
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vaded  Egypt,  and  involved  18  after  a  feries  of  years  a 
Canaan  too  in  the  laft  diftrefs  monarch  of  another  family  af- 
— for  our  anceftors  now  found  cendcd  the  throne  of  Egypt, 
their  (lores  totally  exhaufted,  who  knew  nothing  of  Jofeph's 

j 2  In  thefe  melancholy  fervices. 
circumftances  Jacob  receiving  1  10  This  fovereign  put  in 

information  what  an  immenle  Ipraaice  the  moft  inlidious  arts 
(lock  of  com  had  been  accu-  I  againft  our  race,  in  (lifting  e- 
niulated  in  Egypt,  immedi-  very  fpeeies  of  cruelty  and 
arely  difpatched  our  anceftors  oppreflion  upon  our  forc-fa- 
thither.  there,  and  obliging  them  e- 

13  Upon  their  fecond  com-  ven  to  expbfc  their  mate 
ing  to  buy  provifions  Jofeph  children — —defigning  to  de- 
diicovered  himfelf  to  his  bro-  ftroy  their  very  exiftcnce  as  a 
thcrs —and  made  Fharao  ac-  people. 

quainted  with  his  family.  20  In  this  unhappy  pe- 

1 4  Jofeph  then  lent  for  his  nod  Mofes  was  born  ■■■■ 

father  Jacob  and  all  his  near  an  infant  *  divinely  beau- 
relations— —amounting  to  fe-  tiful  ■—  whofe  uncommonly 
venty  five  perfons.  fair  and  engaging  form  dc* 

1 5  Jacob  accordingly  re-  termined  his  parents  to  edu- 

moved  into  Egypt—  where  cate  him  privately  at  home— 
he,  and  our  anceftors,  paid  where  they  concealed  him 
the  debt  to  nature.  three  months. 

j  6  But  their  remains  were  2 1  Being  however  at  laft 
removed  to  Sychem,  and  de-  j  obliged  to  expofe  him,  the 
pofited  in  that  monument  j  daughter  of  Pharao  faw  him 
which  Jacob  purchased  of  the  j  — was  moved  with  tendernefs 
fons  of  Emmor  the  father  of  I  — took  up  the  helplefs  infant 
Sychem.  I  — brought  him  home,  edu- 

17  When  the  time,  which  j  catcd  —  and  adopted  him  for 
God  had  fixed  for  the  accom-  j  her  fon. 

;  jrlifiwnent  of  his  prediction  22  By  this  means  Moles 
was  now  drawing  near,  and  j  obtained  a  liberal  education, 
the  race  of  Ifrael  had  now  cn-  J  and  was  carefully  inftrufted 
created  into  an immenfc  body :  I  in  all  the  erudition  of  the 

*  t6>  Of  God  is  the  Jcwifh  Superlative.  The  trump 

rf  Gid-,  1  Thefl'.  iv.  16.  Ota*  JVr*r*  <ry  0»«  divinely  potent,  2  Cor. 
x.  4.  Sec  note  on  Luke  it.  40.  The  fuperior  beauty  of  Mcl'cs  is  atcelled 
by  L.  36.  C.  z.  and  Jofepbut  Antkp  L. C.  5. 

C  c  2  Egyptians 
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/Egyptians  — —  in  which  he ! 
made  great  improvement, 
and  (bon  became  eminently 
diltineuilhed  for  his  genius 
and  his  atchievements. 

23  When  he  was  forty 
years  of  age,  he  formed  a  re¬ 
solution  to  infpeft  the  Hate 
of  his  differing  brethren  the 
Ifraelites. 

24  Faffing  therefore  among 
them,  he  happened  to  fee  one 
of  them  moft  injuriouffy  and 
cruelly  abufed  ■■■  Inftant- 
ly  he  rufhed  to  adift  and  pro- 
teft  him— bur,  in  vindicat¬ 
ing  the  caufe  of  the  diftreflfed, 
killed  the  Egyptian. 

25  He  by  this  aft  ion  flat¬ 
tered  himfelf  that  his  brethren 
would  be  confcious  that  by 
his  hand  God  would  re-eftab- 
Jilh  them  in  liberty  and  hap- 
pinefs  —  But  they  were  not 
excited  by  it  to  conflder  him 
as  their  future  deliverer. 

26  Upon  hits  viflting  them 
the  next  day,  he  found  two 
Ifraelites  fighting  with  each 
other— -The fe  he  tried  to  re¬ 
concile,  and  thus  expoftulat- 
ed  with  them — Sirs  1  confider 
you  arc  brothers  !  —  How 
can  you  abufe  one  another  in 
this  cruel  ihameful  manner ! 

27  He,  who  was .  the 
aggrcflor,  hearing  this  lan¬ 
guage,  pulhed  him  away, 
faying  at  the  fame  time  to 
him  —  How  came  you  to  be 

5 


conftitutcd  a  governor  and 
judge  over  us  ? 

28  Do  you  intend  to  mur¬ 
der  me,  in  the  manner  you 
murdered  the  Egyptian  yef- 
terday  ? 

29  Alarmed  at  this  unex¬ 
pected  reply.  Moles  inftandy 
quitted  Egypt,  and  fled  with 
the  utmoft  precipitation  into 
Midian  —  where  he  refided, 
married,  and  had  two  fons. 

30  Forty  years  after  his 
departure  hither,  as  he  was 
one  day  in  the  deferc  of 
mount  Sinai,  all  on  a  fud- 
den  he  faw  flames  of  fire  dart 
from  a  bulb— *which  fignified 
the  prefence  of  an  angel  of 

God. 

31  Moles  feeing  this 
wonderful  phaenomenon  ap¬ 
proached  to  explore  it  — 
when  he  heard  the  follow- 
ing  words  folemnly  articu¬ 
lated  : 

32  I  am  the  God  of  thy 
fathers,  the  God  of  Abra¬ 
ham,  the  God  of  llaac,  and 
the  God  of  Jacob  —  Moles 
now  (hook  with  horror,  and 
durft  not  lift  up  his  eyes  to¬ 
wards  the  place. 

33  The  heavenly  voice 
then  added — Loofe  thy  fan- 
dais— the  place  which  thou 
treaded  is  (acred  ground. 

34  I  have  feen  with  in¬ 
finite  concern  the  cruel  fuf* 
ferings  of  my  people  in 

F.gypt 
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Egypt  —  their  groans  have  |  ty  entrufted  to  interpret  an^ 
pierced  my  ears  —  I  am  now  ppblifh  them  to  us. 
defcended  to  vindicate  them  .  39  Yet  this  illuftrious  per- 
into  liberty — and  I  have  ap-  Ton,  with  all  the  illuftrious 
pointed  thee  their  deliverer,  evidences  he  exhibited,  our 

35  So  that  this  very  per-  I  progenitors  contemptuoufly 
Ion,  whom  they  .  rgeaed, .  j  repulfed  and  obftinately  dif- 
contemptuoufly  telling  him,  I  Obeyed,  and  preferred  the 
Who  made  you  our  governor  J  flavery  and  idolatry  of  Egypt 
and  judge !  —  even  this  very  J  to  his  guidance : 

perfon  the  fupreme  God  by  1  40  collecting  in  a  tumul- 

his  angel,  who  now  appear-  ]  tuous  manner  about  Aaron 

ed,  invented  with  a  divine  J  and  clamouring  — -  make  us 
authority  and  conftituted  1  Gods,  under  whole  aufpices 
their  leader  and  deliverer.  j  we  may  return  to  the  country 

36  Accordingly  he  was  I  we  have  relinquiihed  —  As 

their  conductor,  and  exhibit- 1  for  this  Moles,  at  whofe  per- 
ed  tetore  them  the  moft  a-  J  fuafion  we  all  marched  out  of 
ftonifhing  miracles  in  Egypt,  J  Egypt,  we  know  not  what 
in  the  Red  Sea,  and  in  the  I  is  now  become  of  him. 
deferts  of  Arabia,  during  a  1  41  They  then  made  an 

period  of  forty  years.  j  idol  in  the  figure  of  a  1  calf, 

37  This  illuftrious  per-  j  offered  facrifice  to  it,  and  the 

fonage  gave  this  admonition  ]  ftatue  they  had  formed  uni- 
to  the  Jiraelites — A  prophet,  ]  verfallytranfported  them  with 
fimilar  to  me,  (hall  the  Lord  I  the  moft  extravagant  joy. 
your  God  rail'e  up  among  I  42  This  their  propenfity 
you — Hear  and  obey  his  in-  j  to  idolatry  alienated  from 
ftruttions.  J  them  the  divine  regards,  and 

38  This  excellent  prophet  I  he  left  them  to  the  lead  of 
was  the  moft  diftinguiihed  j  their  depraved  imagination 
perfon  in  the  vaft  a  (Terribly  of  j  to  pay  their  religious  wor- 
Ifrael  —  with  him  on  mount  ]  (hip  to  the  heavenly  lumina- 
Sinai,  in  the  prefence  of  the  [ties,  as  one  of  the  prophets 
whole  collected  body  of  our  j  teftifies  in  the  following  paf- 

anccftors,  an  angel  deigned  J  fa<*e - “.O  ye  Ifraelites  i 

fcUly  to  converfe  with  him  J  when  you  were  in  the  wilder- 
were  the  oracles  of  truth  felt- 1  nefs  did  you  eyer,  with  ge- 

* 

1  The  Egypua#  God  4fit» 
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nuine  inviolable  fincerity,  of¬ 
fer  me  religious  iacrifices  and 
oblations  for  the  -  fpace  of 
forty  years  ? 

43  So  far  from  this,  thati 
you  even  then  carried  about 
with  you  the  flirine  of  Moloch, 
and  your  deity  Rcphan  in  the 
form  of  a  *  itar  -—You  car¬ 
ried  with  you  carved  images 
of  thefe  fiftitious  Gods,  to 
which  you  paid  your  adora¬ 
tion  —  But  for  this  flagrant 
idolatry  and  vvickednel's  you 
lhall  be  dragged  captives  into 
a  remote  country,  flouted 

beyond  Babyloh. 

44  In  the  wildernefs  tod 
the  fymbol  of  the  divine  pre-< 
fence  refided  vrith  our  fore¬ 
fathers  in  that  tabernacle, 
which  the  Being,  who  deign¬ 
ed  to  convert  with  Mofe$, 
commanded  «hi(n  to  rear,  and 
to  form  after  the a  mode) 
that  was  ibown  to  him. 

45  This  tabernacle  the  fub- 
fequenc  generation  brought 
with  them  into  Paleftihe, 
when  under  the  aufpiees  of 

Jofhua  they  entered  it  and 

extirpated  the  natives  —  If 
continued  to  the  time  of  king 
David. 

46  This  illuftrious  mo-. 


narch,  having  been  eminent¬ 
ly  diftinguifhod  by  divine  pro¬ 
vidence,  intended  to  nave 
built  a  magnificent  temple 
for  the  fervicc  and  worm  ip 
of  God. 

47  But  the  execution  of 
this  grand  defign  was  referv- 
ed  to  Solomon. 

48  Not  that  the  infinitely 
iupreme  and  ever  blefied  God 
refldeth  in  ftruftures  reared 
by  moFtal  hands,  as  the  pro¬ 
phet  hath  very  juftly  obferv- 
ed— 

40  w  Heaven  is  my  throne, 
earth  is  my  footftool  — —  can 
any  earthly  building  coniine 
my  prefence!  can  any  edifice 
circumfcribe  my  immenlicy ! 

50  Was  not  univerfal  na¬ 
ture  called  into  exiftence  by 
my  omnipotence !  ” 

51  O  ye  obftinate  and  in¬ 
corrigible  nation  1  your  hearts 
■are  totally  callous  and  infenT 
fible  — *  for  you  rejeft  all  the 
(hiking  and  repeated  evi¬ 
dences  which  the  fpirit  of 
God  exhibits  before  you  - — 
You  aft  over  the  vices  which 
yqur  anceftors  perpetrated  be¬ 
fore  you. 

52  For  which  of  the  an- 
tlent  prophets  did  they  not 


*  The  Egyptians  and  Phoenicians  oted  to  affign  to  their  Deities  par¬ 
ticular  Jiars.  '  See  \JroTstrfal  Hi  fiery,  Vol.avii.  p.  964.  Svo. 

•  Twor.  **  Hi  ofiered  great  rewards  to  thole  arufans  who  were  em¬ 

ployed  in  fabricating  arms,  and  he  gave  them  a  mo Jet  of  each  kind  of  ar¬ 
mour.”  A «/•>*«  (T<- xat  7*  ytfQ-  ***?«  7 wot  •  Died.  Si- 

c«!i  Yol.  i,  /p,  675,  WftUAg, 

perfecute. 


Chap,  viii,  The  Acts  tf  the  Apostles. 


pertecute,  did  they  not  af- 
faflinate,  who  predicted  the 
future  coming  of  that  moft 
excellent  and  righteous  per- 
fon,  whom  you  lately  betray¬ 
ed  and  murdered  2 

53  The  law  was  lolemnly 
promulgated  amidft  a  nume¬ 
rous  b  retinue  of  attending 
angels  —  yet  you  have  paid 
no  regard  to  its  lacred  injunc¬ 
tions.” 

§ — 54  These  words  dung 
the  audience  with  fury  and 
revenge,  and  tranlported 
them  with  rage  to  that  de¬ 
gree,  that  they  gnaihed  their 
teeth  upon  him. 

55  In  the  midft  of  this 
tumult  Stephen,  by  an  im- 
pulfe  of  the  holy  fpirit,  rail¬ 
ed  his  eyes  to  heaven,  and 
deferied  die  glorious  fymbol 
of  the  divine  prefence,  and 
Jefus  (landing  at  the  right 

hand  of  God. 

56  On  the  fight  of  this 
glorious  fpe&acle  he  cried 
out  in  tranfport  —  I  now  fee 
heaven  opened,  and  the  fon 
of  man  fitting  at  God's  right 
hand ! 

57  Upon  hearing  this  they 
all  raifed  a  confuted  clamour 
—  flopped  their  ears,  and 
nifiied  furioufiy  upon  him. 
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58  They  then  dragged  him 
out  of  the  city  to  (tone  him, 
and  the  witnefies  dripped  off 
their  upper  garments,  and 
committed  them  to  the  cuf- 

tody  of  a  young  perfon,  whole 
name  was  Saul. 

■  1 

59  While  they  were  over¬ 
whelming  him  with  ftones, 
Stephen  devoudy  uttered  this 
ejaculation— -Lord  Jefus !  re* 
ceivc  my  fpirit ! 

.  60  He  then  kneeled  down 
and  fervently  uttered  this 
prayer — ■ — Q  Lord  !  impute 
not  to  thpnn)  the  guilt  of  this 
murder! — —After  he  had 
fpoken  thefewords,  he  breath* 
ed  his  lad. 


CHAP.  VIII. 


To 


this  murder  Saul 
had  given  a  cbear- 
ful  fuffrage  —  Immediately 
Upon  this  there  was  raifed  a 
violent  pertecution  againd 
the  Chridians  who  were  in 

e 

Jerufalem  —  who  all,  except 
the  a  potties,  abandoned  it, 
and  difoerled  into  different 
parts  of  J  udaea  and  Samaria. 

2  The  body,  of  Stephen 
was  taken  up  and  interred 
by  feveral  aevout  perfons, 
who  deplored  his  death  with 


b  F.f*  /  t<rr.i%tt€  among  rani/*  Tbis  is  a  military  term*  Sec  Grot  I  us  in 
loc*  wiih  an  acenjative  frequently  ngnifics  among.  But  fir  ft  this 
S'-fpt!  mufi  it  preached  among  all  nations,  K/f  'xa.vja  7«t  t 0;u.  Mark  xm. 
jo.  They  ft  attend  all  wickedae/s  among  mm  :  Juft  in, 

p'*  jlfielvg *  2*  p«  12,  Gxqu ♦ 

Cc  4 


•  r  ' 

Marty.  sff 


great 
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great  and  unfeigned  lamen-  I  and  lame  were  perfectly  cur- 
tation.  I  ed. 

3  In  the  mean  time  Saul  I  8  His  doftrincs  and  his 
e  purfued  the  chriftians  with  I  beneficent  miracles  caufed 

implacable  fury - forcibly  I  univerfal  joy  in  that  town. 

entering  private  houfes,  and  J  9  There  had  been  in  rhs 
draggingperfonsofbothfexes,  I  fame  town,  for  fome  time,  a 
without  diftinfcion,  to  prifon.  j  man  whofe  name  was  Simon, 

§—4  The  chriftians,  who  who  publickly  pretended  to 
were  thus  difperfed  iji  van- 1  be  a  very  extraordinary  per- 
ous  parts,,  difieminated  their  1  fon,  and  who  had  amazed 
principles,  where  ever  they  I  the  whole  nation  of  the  Sa- 
came.  I  maritans  by  his  magic  arts. 

5  Philip,  particularly,  j  10  The  juggle  and  artifice 
came  to  a  town  belonging  to  I  <pf  this  impoitor  had  fecured 
the  Samaritans,  and  preach- 1  him  universal  veneration  from 
ed  to  its  inhabitants.  That  |  high  and  low  indilcriminacely 
the  late  Jefus  was  the  great  I  —  who  believed  him  inveft- 
Melfiah.  I  ed  with  extraordinary  divine 

6  His  dodrine  met  with  J  powers. 

univerfhT  reception  frpm  the  I  it  He  was  therefore  held 

people — hearing  and  feeing  I  in  prodigious  reverence - 

them  confirmed  by  many  a-  j  for  he  had  for  a  confiderable 
ftonifhing  operations,  which  I' time  aftoniftied  them  by  the 
he  publickly  performed :  I  delyfive  tricks  he  had  ex- 

7  for  many  perions,  who  [  hibited  among  them. 

were  greatly  aifordered  in  I  ia  But  when  the  people 
their  intellects,  were  inftanc- 1  were  now  convinced  of  the 
ly  reftored  by  him  to  the  ufe  I  truth  of  the  chriftian  religion, 
ofreafon — arid  great  numbers  I  and  chearfully  embracing  the 
of  thofey  who  were  paralytic » doftrines  that  Philip  taught 

M 

'  i 

c  T.XvfxtunTt.  This  word  U  txpreSivt  of  the  great efi  -violent;  and 
fpntii y,  ?*  Such  was  their  infatiablfc  defire  of  plunder,  that  they  ruflied 
forward,  committing  the  molt  dreadful  ravages  and  devaftations  in  their 
Conrftry :  x*xoTortH'T?f  etVTxe  >t*/  XpMOjroufpo/.'  Polybius,  p.  276.  To 
take  and  deftroy  our  enemies  cattles,  harbours,  towns,  men,  (hips,  crops, 
in.  order  to  .weaken  our  adverfaries,  and  ttrengthen  ourfelvcs,  is  jutti- 
ttable,  and  agreeable  to  the  laws  of  War :  but  wantonly  to  dettroy  things 
that  neither  iimimjb the  power  of  oar  enemy  nor  augment  our  own,  and 
to  expend  eur  rage  on  temples,  and  ftakues  —  ought  it  not 

to  be  pronounced  the  moft  abfu/f)  and  brutal  taadaris  ?  Polybius,  Lib.  v. 
p.  360.  Edit .Hantrv,  1619. 

concerning 
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concerning  the  gofpel  difpen- j  todk  them  afide,  and  offered 
Nation  and  the  Meffiah,  were  I  them  a  fum  of  money, 
all,  both  men  and  women,  j  19  Saying  at  the  fame  time 
baptized  by  him,  j  — -  Communicate,  I  befeech 

1 3  this  Simon  too  avowed  J  you,  the  power  you  pofiefs, 
his  belief  of  chrtftiattity  and  j  to  me  too,  and  enable  me  to 
was  baptized  From  which  |  confer  the  holy  fpirit  upon 
time  he  was  continually  along  j  whomfoever  1  lhaU  lay  my 
with  Philip,  certifying  the  ut-  J  hands. 

mod  aftonifhment  at  the  mi-  j  20  Peter  laid  to  him — May 
raculous  powers  he  faw  him  J  thy  money  perifli  with  thee ! 
exert.  J  for  being  capable  of  form- 

1 4  When  the  apoftles  at  |  ing  fo  bafe  and  groveling  a 
Jerufalem  were  informed  of  J  thought,  as  to  hope  to  be  able 
the  reception  that  Samaria  |  to  purchafe*  thefe  divine  gifts 
had  given  to  the  chriftian  re- 1  with  money  I 

vclation,  they  fent  Peter  and  |  a  1  By  fuch  a  propofal  thou 
John  to  them.  j  difeovereft  that  thou  haft  no 

15  The  two  apoftles,  on  |  real  cordial  intereft  in  this 
their  arrival,  fervently  beg- j  important  concern  —  The 
ged  of  God  that  the  Sama-  j  omnifeient  God  knoweth  that 

ritan  converts  might  receive  J  thy  heart  is  not  fincerc. 
the  effufion  of  the  holy  Ipirit.  I  22  Repent,  therefore,  of 

1 6  For  none  of  them  had  I  thy  wickednefs  with  unfeign- 
yet  been  endowed  with  fpiri- 1  ed  contrition  and  remorle,and 
tual  gifts — they  had  only  been  |  earneftly  implore  God  to  par- 
baptized  upon  their  protelling I  don  thy  confcious  infincerity 
their  fincerc  belief  in  the  I  and  diffimulation. 

truth  of  the  gofpel.  J  23  For  I  am  convinced 

1 7  After  they  had  prefer-  you  are  an  abandoned  crea- 
red  this  add  refs  to  heaven,  ture,  and  are  now  in  a  moft 
they  laid  their  hands  upon  dreadful  and  deplorable  con- 
theni — after  which  the  mi-  dicion. 

raculous  influences  of  the  ho-  24  Simon  replied  —  I  beg 
ly  fpirit  were  imparted  to  you  would  intercede  for  me  in 
them.  yo.ur  prayers  to  God,  that  the 

18  When  Simon  faw  that  dreadful  judgments,  you  have 
by  the  impofition  of  the  hands  mentioned,  may  be  averted 
of  the  apoftles  the  gifts  of  the  from  me. 

holy  fpirit  were  conferred,  he  25  After  this  the  apoftles 

returned 
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returned  to  Jerufaiem,  after  I  cinftly  the  words  of  the  pro¬ 
having  preached*  and  by  their  I  phec  Ifaiah — Upon  which  he 
teftimony  confirmed  the  chrif- 1  laid — Do  you  underftand  the 
tian  docirinc  not  only  in  that I  meaning  of  the  pafiage  you 
town,  but  in  feveral  other  [  are  reading  ? 
villages  of  the  Samaritans.  I  31  The  eunuch  replied — 

§ - 26  After  the  two  I  How  is  it  pofllble  for  me  to 

apoflles  had  left  Samaria,  an  j  underftand  fuch  obfeure  pro¬ 
angel  of  God  appeared  and  j  phccies,  unlds  1  had  fome 
•thus  fpoke  to  Philip  —  Go  I  intelligent  perfon  to  explain 
immediately  fouthward  to  the  [them  to  me  ? —  He  then  in¬ 
road  that  leads  from  Jerufa*  J  vited  Philip  into  the  chariot 
Jem  to  Gaza,  which  is  now  j  to  interpret  the  words, 
■uninhabited-  I  32  The  portion  of  ferip- 

27  Inftanrty  he  obeyed  the  Jture  which  he  had  been  read- 
heavenly  admohition  —  and  I  ing  was  this  —  “  He  was  led 
upon  his  arrival  behold  an  I  as  a  Iheep  to  the  (laughter, 
Ethiopian  eunluch,  one  off  and  as  a  lamb  before  its  fhear- 
the  moft  eminent  perionages  j  er  is  dumb,  lo  be  uttered  not 
-at  the  court  of  d  Candace  j  one  repining,  one  murmur* 
queen  of  the  Ethiopians,  I  ing  word. 

and  by  her  copftitutcd  the  j  33  In  the  ftate  of  his  hu- 
fupreme  governor  of  the  I  miliation  he  met  with  the 
tieafury,  had  boen  at  the  car! moft  unjuft  treatment,  with 
.jrital  to  pay  his  oeligious  ado- j  the  moft  injurious  indigni- 
rations,  I  ties— -No  words  can  fully  re- 

28  and  was  now  returning  I  prefent  the  abandoned  profli- 
in  his  chariot,  aid  reading?- J  gacy  of  the  age  in  which  he 

loud  as  he  travelled  the  pro*  J  lived - for  in  the  blood  of 

phecy  of  Haiah.  jthis.  divine  perfon  they  em- 

2  9  Philip  was  then  prompted  j  brued  their  hands.” 
by  a  divine  impuXlc  to  ad-j  34  The  eunuch  then  faid 
vance  up  to  the  chariot.  ^  j  to  Philip— I  (hall  be  greatly 

30  Running  to  the  fide  of]  obliged  to  you  if  you  can  e- 
it,  therefore,  he  heard  dif-l  lucidate  this  paflage— Doth 

4  Strabo  mentions  CaxJac),  who,  In  bit  time,  he  fays,  was  queen  of  the 
^Ethiopians,  and  a  lady  of  great  foirit :  K<tr  J'ttxm,  n  iu*t  iu£t 

Tw  A ititrrtty,  et'cT piK*  Tif  yv*K.  Strabo,  Lib.  xvii.  p.  8  JO.  Edit.  Paris, 
1620 ►  Hyxf* true  <r */<r/  KetrPaxiif  :  Dion.  p.  ca6.  Edit,  Hancv.  1606. 
Regnare  font  mam  Candacttt :  <jeod  notnen  muftis  jam  annis  ad  reginas 
Iran  flit.  Plinius,  Lib.  vi.  c.  29. 
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the  prophet  here  (peak  of 
bimfelf,  or  of  fome  other  per- . 
fon  ? 

35  Philip  then*  beginning 
with  the  explication  of  this 
pafiage,  proceeded  to  exhibit  ', 
before  him.  all  the  evidences 
of  the  chriftian  religion. 

36  The  eunuch  being  con-! 
vinced  of  its  truth  and  divi-; 
nity,  it  happened  as  they; 
were  travelling  on,  engaged; 
in  mutual  conference*  that  I 

they  came  to  fome  water - 

upon  which  the  eunuch  laid 
to  Philip— See !  here  is  wa¬ 
ter — have  you  any  objection; 
to  baptizing  me  ? 

37  If  you  are  a  Sincere  be¬ 
liever  in  the.  truth  of  chriftia- 
nity,  replied  Philip,  you  may 
—lie  anfwered  —  lam  upon 
the  bed  evidence  convinced 
that  Jefus  is  the  Meffiah  and 
the  fon  of  God. 

38  lie  then  ordered  the 
chariot  to  ftop — upon  which 
they  both  went  down  into  tire 
water*  and  Philip  baptized 
him. 

39  But  no  fooner  were 
they  come  up  out  of  the  wa¬ 
ter,  but  the  holy  fpirit*was 
flied  upon  the  eunuch— and 
an  angel  of  God  fuddenly  con¬ 
veyed  Philip  away  out  of  the 
funuch’s  fight  — This  digni¬ 
fied  perfonage  afterwards  pur- 
fued  his  journey  with  an  heart 


expanded  with  the  higheft 
tranfports. 

40  But  the  firlt  place  in 
which  Philip  was  feen  was  A- 
zotus  — *  through  which  he 
pafifed*  and  promulgated  the 
chriftian  dodrines  in  all  the 
towns  he  travelled  through* 
’till  he  arrived  at  Qefarea. 

CHAP.  IX. 

1  IN  the  mean  time  Saul, 

*  who  had  for  fome  time 
been  uttering  the  moft  furi¬ 
ous  menaces  againft  the  chrif- 
tians,  and  ftill  vowed  deduc¬ 
tion  to  the  whole  name*  wait¬ 
ed  upon  the  high  prieft, 

2  and  begged  he  would 
grant  him  letters  of  licence  to 
the  fynagogues  in  Damafcgs, 
to  impower  him  to  feize,  fet¬ 
ter,  and  cpnduft  to  Jerula- 
lem,  any  perfons,  of  either 
fex*  whom  he  found  infected 
with  thole  principles. 

3  With  this  commiffion  he 
left  the  city— But  when  he 
was  now  advanced  within  a 
little  diftance  from  Damafcus, 
all  on  a  fuddeo  a  flood  of  light 
from  the  Iky  poured  its  efful- 
gent  fplendors  around  him. 

4  By  its  immenfe  and  ir- 
refiftible  effufion  he  was  tn- 
llaotly  ftruck  to  the  ground 
—  where  as  he  lay  proftrate 
he  heard  the  following  words 


•  Sec  Dr*  Mill. 


folemnly 


396  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Chap.  ix. 

iblemnly  uttered - Saul !  I  was  Ananias.  This  per fon 

Saul !  why  doll:  thou  perle-  was  favoured  with  a  divine 
cute  me!  Jvifion,  in  which  our  Lord 

5  Lord  !  who  art  thou,  he  called  him  by  name — to  whom 

replied— I  am,  anfwered  the  I  he  a n fwered  —  Lord !  I  am 
heavenly  vifion,  that  Jefus,  I  ready  to  perform  whatever 
whom  thou  art  perfccuting  1  you  are  pleaied  to  enjoin  me. 
—  but  it  is  madnds  for  thee  I  1 1  Jefus  then  faid  to  him 
to  contend  with  a  fuperior  I  —  Go  immediately  into  the 
power !  I  ftreet  called  Eutheia,  and 

6  Saul  now  in  an  eeftafy  I  enquire  at  the  houfe  of  Jude 

of  terrour  and  ftupefaftion  I  for  a  perfon  called  Saul,  a 
faid  — Lord!  Whatwouldeft  I  native  of  Tarfus— for  behold 
thou  have  me  to  do  ?  —The  I  he  is  now  praying ! 
celeftial  form  then  laid — Kile  j  12  He  too  hath  had  a  vi¬ 

and  go  into  the  city  —  thou  I  fion,  in  which  there  was  re- 
ihalt  there  be  acquainted  with  I  prefented  a  man  called  Ana- 
the  province  I  have  aligned  I  nias,  approaching  him,  and 
thee.  I  by  the  impofition  of  his  hands 

7  During  this  amazing  j  inftantly  reftoring  him  to 
feene  the  other  perfbns,  who  I  the  ufe  of  his  fight. 

were  in  his  company,  ftood  |  13  Ananias  replied  — 

fixed  and  fpoechiefs  with  hor- 1  Lord !  I  have  been  informed 
ror  and  confternttion  —  they  I  by  many  perfons  of  the  va- 

diftindlyheardthe voice, but! rious  and  dreadful  miferies 
fa w  not  the  perfon  by  whom  j  that  this  very  perfon  hath  in- 
it  was  uttered.  j  Aided  upon  the  profeftors  of 

8  Saul  then  iterfe  from  the  J  thy  golpel  in  Jerutelem. 

earth— -^opened  his  eyes,  but  j  14  And  in  this  city  he  hath 

found  the  dazzling  iplendor  j  now  received  an  unlimited 
had  totally  deprived  him  of!  authority  from  the  high  priefts 
fight  —  His  .  feilow  travel-  I  to  apprehend  and  confine  all 
lers  led  him  by  the  hand,  and  ]  who  adhere  to  thy  caufe. 
conducted  him  info Damafcus,  - 15  The  Lord  then  faid  to 

9  Here  he  continued  dark  1  him — Hefitate  not  to  go  to 

for  three  days,  and  in  that j  him,  for  he  is  my  feleft  and 
time  neither  eat  or  drank  any ;  diftinguifhed  internment,  by 
thing.  means  of  whom  the  truth  of 

10  There  was  then  in  Da-  my  gofpel  fhall  be  diffufcd  a- 
mafeus  a  chriftian  whofe  name  mongr  the  Heathens  and  among 

0>  s? 

the 
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the  Jews,  and  publifhed  be- 1  a  1  A  conduct  and  decla- 
fore  the  moft  dignified  and  |  ration  fo  unexpected  filled  all 
augult  perfonages.  I  the  audience  with  the  laft  a- 

1 6  For  I  wiU  explicitly  re-  |  ftoniihtnent  — one  laid  to  an- 

veal  and  exhibit  before  him  1  other.  Is  not  this  the  very 
that  leries  of  labours  and  fuf-  I  perfon  who  fo  ftrenuoufly  at- 
fcrings  which  I  have  ap-  j  tempted  tq  exterminate  the 
pointed  him  to  fupport  for  |  chriftian  caufe  from  Jerufa- 
the  chriftian  caufe.  1 1cm  ?  — —  Did  he  not  come 

17  Immediately  Ananias  I  hither  veiled  with  full  powers 
complied  with  the  heavenly  I  from  the  high  priefts  to  ap- 
ad  monition,  and  went  into  j  prehend  thpfe  who  had  em- 
the  houfe  where  he  lodged  j  braced  this  religion  and  car- 
— he  then  laid  his  hands  upon  ]  ry  them  in  chains  to  Jeru- 
him  and  laid — Brother  Saul !  J  falem  ? 

that  Jefus,  who  appeared  to!  22  But  Saul  exerted  all  his 
you  on  your  road  hither  hath  1  powers  in  proving  the  truth 
deputed  me  to  you,  miracu- 1  of  the  principles  he  had  now 
loufly  to  reftore  you  to  your  I  dpoufcd,  and  refuted  the 
fight  —  after  which  you  (hall  j  Jews  of  Damafcus,  who  op- 
be  favoured  with  the  divine  I  pofed  him  j —  moft  ze  a  loufly 
afflatus.  demonftrating  by  many  ar- 

18  That  moment  there  fell  guments  that  Jefus  was  the 
from  his  eyes  fomething  like  true  Meffiah. 

the  feales  of  filh  j  and  he  in-  23  The  Jews  being  highly 
Ibmraneoufly  recovered  his  exalperaced  at  his  conduit, 
fight— -he  then  rofe  and  was  fome  time  after  confederated 
baptized.  together  to  murder  him. 

19  After  this  he  took  re- j  24  Accordingly  they  watch- 

frefhment,  and  being  foon  re-  j  ed  the  gates  of  the  city  clay 
inflated  in  his  former  health  j  and  night  to  afiafiinate  him 
and  vigour,  fpent  fome  days  |  — But  he  having  received  in- 
with  the  chriflians  in  Da- 1  formation  of  their  bloody  de- 
mafeus.  I  figns  againft  his  life,  • 

20  Immediately  after  he  I  25  the  chriftians  privately 
recovered,  he  went  into  the  [  took  him,  and  let  him  down 
iynagogues,  and  publickly  j  in  a  baiket  through  an  aper- 
declared  his  conviltion.  That  j  ture  in  the  city  wall. 

Jefus  was  the  Mefliah  and  J  2 6  Upon  his  arrival  in  Je- 
a  moft  illuftrious  mefllogcr  I  rufalem  he  immediately  of- 
lrum  God.  I  feredto  join  himfelf  as  a  mem- 

»  ber 
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her  to  the  fociety  .  of  chriftians 
there— 'but  they  ihunned  and 
feared  him,  being  diffident  of 
his  fincerity. 

2  7  But  Barnabas  took  him 
and  introduced  him,  to  the 
apoftles  —  giving  them,  at 
the  fame  time*  a  minute  de¬ 
tail  of  the  viiion  he  had  feen 
in  his  late  journey,  what  Je- 
fus  then  faia  to  him,  and  with 
what  an  undaunted  refblution 
he  had  publickly  advanced, 
and  defended  in  Damafcus 
the  truth  of  the  chrifti&n  doc-, 
trines.  «- 

28  Upon  this  he  was  un- 
animoufly  admitted  into  their 
community— and  all  the  time 
he  was  in  Jeruialem  he  pro¬ 
mulgated  the  principles  of 
the  gofjtel  with  the  moft  ge¬ 
nerous  freedom  and  intrepi¬ 
dity. 

29  He  addrefied  his  ar-i 
guments  to  the  Hdleniftic  i 
Jews,  and  laboulred  in  a  de¬ 
putation  he  had  with  them  to 
convince  them  of  their  truth 

They  were  iacenfed  and 
formed  a  dcfign  to  murder 
him. 

30  The  chriftians,  receiv¬ 
ing  information  of  their  con¬ 
federacy  againft  his ,  Hfe,  ef- 


corted  him  to  Csefarea,  and 

then  font  him  to  Tarfus. 

§ — 3 1 f  At  this  time  all  the 

focietiesof  chriftians  that  were 
formed  in  all  the  various  pans 

of  Judaea,  Galilee,  and  Sa¬ 
maria ,  enjoyed  an  happy  and 

undifturbed  tranquillity - 

and  the  number  of  thele  lo- 

t 

cieties,  whofe  condiment 
members  were  happy  in  the 
effufion  of  the  holy  fpirit,  and 
adorned  their  proreffion  by  a 
life  of  drift  piety  and  holi- 
nefs,  was  continually  aug¬ 
menting. 

32  Peter  taking  a  journey 
with  a  deflgn  to  vint  thefc  re- 
foeftive  focieries  in  their  or- 


others,  to 
chriftians 


aer,  came,  amon 
a  congregation  0 
at  Lydda. 

33  There  was  then  in  this 

town  a  man  whofe  name  was 

_  » 

jEneas,  who  had  been  con¬ 
fined  to  his  bed  eight  years 
by  the  palfy. 

34  To  this  perfon  Peter 
went  and  thus  fpoke  —  ti¬ 
neas  1  Jefus  the  Mefliah  freet  h 
you  from  yourdiforder— Rife, 
be  you  rcftored  to  your  for¬ 
mer  ftrength— that  moment 
he  got  up  in  perfeft  health 

‘  vigour. 


1  CalipJ*,  who  ora t  filled.the  imperial  throne,  gave  great  difturbance 
to  the  whole  Jewilh  community  by  Ordering  Pttmtiut  to  inarch  an  army 
to  Jernfalem,  and  ereft  his  ffatue*  ip  the  temple.  Themiferies,  that  mw 
threatened  the  ymn,  put  a  Hop  Yo  the  persecution*  of  Che  Chriftians , 

4*  J*  lib-  ii..  c.  6u 

35  The 


Chap.  x.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostxes. 


35  The  fight  of  this  per- 
ion,  reinftatea  in  his  former 
.health,  convinced  all  the  in¬ 
habitants  of  Lydda  and  Sha¬ 
ron,  who  unanimoufly  em¬ 
braced  the  chriftian  religion. 

§ — 36  At  Joppe  alfo  there 
was  a  woman  who  had  efpouf- 
ed  the  principles  of  the-  gof- 
pel,  whofe  name  was  Tabi- 
tha,  in  Greek  y  Dorcas — She 
was  a  perfon  of  a  truly  bene¬ 
ficent  and  liberal  difpofition. 

37  During  Peter's  flay  at 
Lydda  fhe  foil  fick  and  died 
—  Her  friends  after  having 
walhed  the  corpfe  laid  it  in 
an  upper  room. 

38  The  chriftians  in  Joppe, 

which  was  near  Lydda,  hav¬ 
ing  received  information  that 
Peter  was  there,  immediately 
ilifpatched  two  meflengers  to 

him - entreating  he  would 

come  to  them  without  delay. 

39  On  receiving  this  mef- 
fage  Peter  went  along  with 
them  —  On  his  arrival  in  the 
place  they  took  him  into  the 
upper  room  where  the  corpfe 
lay — round  which  all  the  in¬ 
digent  widows  flood  bathed 
in  tears,  and  deploring  the 
irreparable  lofs  they  had  fuf- 

tained - ihowing  Peter  a 

great  variety  of  *  garments 
that  Dorcas  had  made,  while 
ihe  was  living,  to  cloath  poor 
neediitous  objects. 


m 

40  Peter,  ordered  them  all 
to  quit  the  apartment— upon 
which  he  kneeled  down  and 
prayed— After  this  devout 
addrefs  to  God  he  turned  to 
the  dead  body,  and  faid  — 
Tabitha !  rile— That  moment 
ihe.  opened  her  eyes,  looked 
at  Peter,  and  fat  up. 

I  41  He  then  gave  her  his 
.  hand,  and  Helped  her  up  — 

!  Peter  called  the  chriftians  and 
the  mourning  widows,  and 
prefenred  her  to  them  in  per¬ 
fect  health. 

* 

42  The  fame  of  this  mira¬ 
cle  was  foon  diffufed  through 
all  Joppe,  and  induced  great 

numbers  to  embrace  the  chrif- 

•  « 

tian  revelation. 

43  Peter  after  this  con¬ 
tinued  a  confiderable  time  at 

Joppe,  and  lodged  with  one 
Simon  a  tanner. 

CHAP.  X. 

•  - 

1  HERE  was  at  that 
*  time  in  Caefarea  a 
Roman  officer,  whole  name 
was  Cornelius,  a  centurion  of 
the  Italian  cohort. 

2  This  gentleman  and  his 
whole  family  were  eminent 
for  religious  piety— he  was  al¬ 
fo  extemely  liberal  and  bene¬ 
ficent  to  the  poor,  and  con- 
flan  tly  regular  in  his  daily  de¬ 
votions. 


?  X/r&pd tf  x&r  voder  and  upper  garments. 


3  One 


4©o  ¥ke  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Chap.  x. 

3  One  day*  about  three  J  8  And  after  he  had  related 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  a s  I  to  them  the  particulars  of 
he  was  engaged  in  the  private  I  this  tranfa&ion,  he  difpatchcd 
exercifes  of  fervent  prayer  I  them  to  Joppe. 

to  God,  he  faw  a  ceteftial  I  9  The  next  day  as  the  mei- 
mefienger  enter  his  apart*  I  lengers  were  upon  the  road, 
ment*  and  call  him  by  his  j  and  had  now  advanced  with- 
name.  j  in  a  little  way  of  the  town, 

4  Cornelius  inftantly  fix-  I  Peter  retired  about  noon  to 
ing  his  eyes  upon  him*  and  I  the  top  of  the  houle,  to  offer 
Ihuddering  with  terror  laid  to  I  his  devotions  to  God. 

the  heavenly  form— *r  Lord !  I  10  At  the  time  he  afeend- 

What  means  thy  prefence !  I  ed  he  felt  the  keen  fen  fat  ions 
— The  angel  replied— Come-  I  of  hunger— but  while  the  fa- 
Jius !  thy  fervent  prayers  and  I  mily  Vras  preparing  refrelh- 
thy  charitable  aftions  have  af-  J  ment*  he  fell  into  a  trance, 
cended  to  the  Deity  as  the  I  x  1  And  in  a  divine  vifion 
molt  pleafing  and  grateful  ]  he  had  the  following  feene  ex¬ 
oblation.  j  hibited  to  him —He  faw  the 

5  God  hath,  therefore,  de-  I  fkyfuddenly  part,  and  from  the 
puted  me  to  bid  thee  imme-  j  aperture  he  beheld  a  kind  of 
diately  to  difpajch  a  mefien-  I  receptacle,  tike  a  large  fheeth, 
ger  to  Joppe,  and  fend  for  tied  at  the  four  corners,  de- 
one  Simon  nirnamed  Peter,  feend  towards  him — and  gra- 

6  He  lodges  with  one  Si-  dually  let  down  ’till  it  relied 
mon  a  tanner,  whofe  houfe  is  on  the  ground. 

fituated  by  the  fta  fide — This  12  This  contained  alt 

perfon  will  inftrpft  thee  in  thy  kinds  of  quadrupeds  on  rhe 
duty.  face  of  the  earth,  and  every 

7  The  celeftial  meflenger,  fpecies  of  wild  beafts,  rep- 

having  uttered  thefe  words,  tiles,  and  fowls, 
difappeared — Cornells  then  13  After  this  was  defeend- 
immediately  called  two  of  his  ed  and  placed  at  his  feet — he 
domeftics  and  a  religious  lol-  heard  the  following  words 
dier  who  waited  on  him.  pronounced — Peter  l  kill  and 

*  Otic****  This  word  fignific s  any  large  wrapper  of  cloath,  generally 
Knncn*  It  is  ofed  for  the  loofc  linnen  robe  the  refial  viigins  wore*  “  The 
high  prieft  puniQies  the  offender  fome  times  ftripped  rf  her  upper  garment 

tQovut  tr  Plutarch  p*  tzz* 

Edit*  Gr.  Stcph.  It  is  ufed  by  Bomcr .  T»r  J*  at  fttr  Ktrr*t 

59S* 

eat 
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eat  of  any  of  -theft  cteantfes  1 1  am  the  perfon  you  enquire 
indlfcri  minutely.  I  fop— What  caufe  hath  brought 

14  By  no  means  L6fd  l  re- 1  you  hither  ? 

plied  Peter,  I  have  ever  don- 1  22  We  were  difpatched  to 

Icientioufly  refrained  from  e- 1  you,  they  replied,  by  Corne* 
very  fpecies  of  food  which  is  |  lius,  a  centurion,  a  man  of 
unclean.  |  diftinguifhed  virtue,  a  de- 

1 5  The  heavenly  voice  J  vout  worfhipper  of  God,  and 

then  refumed- - What  God  J  univcrfally  efteemed  by  the 

hath  deemed  pure,  dare  not  I  Jews,  Who  hath  been  di- 
thou  to  pronounce  impure.  I  reded  by  an  angel  of  God 

1 6  This  was  repeated  three  I  to  fend  for  you  to  his  houfe 
times— after  which  the  whole  I  and  to  receive  inftrudtions 

apparatus  was  conveyed  up  I  from  you. 

into  heaven.  I  ‘  23  Peter  invited  the  mef» 

17  While  Peter  was  revoiv- 1  fengers  into  the  houfe — where 
ing  this  amazing  feene  in  his  I  they  lodged  that  night— *The 
mind,  and  anxioufly  rumi- 1  next  mornio'g  he  and  lome  of 
hating  what  it  could  import,  j  the'  chriftiahs  at  Joppe,  fet 
the  meflfengers  of  Cornelius  I  out  for  Qefrrea*, 

were  below,  j  2  4  where  they  arrived  the 

1 8  enquiring  if  one  Simon  I  day  after— ‘Cornelius  in  the 
firnamed  Peter  lodged  there.  I  mean  time,  had  convened  his 

1 9  While  Peter  was  folici- 1  relations  and  his  moft  inti- 

toufly  reflefting  on  the  parti-  ]  mate  friends  at  his  houfe,  and 
culars  of  this  vifion,  he  was  I  was  impatiently  waiting  their 
by  an  immediate  fuggeftion  I  return  — 1  When  Peter  was. 
of  the  fpirit  informed  that  1  npw  advanced  within  a  little 
there  were  three  men  enquir-  I  diftance  from  Gefarea,  one 
ing  for  him :  j  of  the  fervants  ran  before  to 

20  commanding  himtode- 1  acquaint  the  officer  of  his  ar- 
feend  immediately  and  go  I  rival . 

along  with  them  without  any  I  25  The  centurion  receiv- 
lcruple—— alluring  him  that  I  ing  this  information  i m me- 
they  were  fent  to  him  by  his  I  diately  hafted  to  meet  him, 
diredtion.  j  and  proflrated  himfelf  at  his 

2 1  Peter  then  went  down  I  feet. 

and  faid  to  the  melTengers — I  2 6  But  Peter  raifed  him, 

1  This  addition  is  in  the  bett  MSS.  and  is  the  genuine  reading,  as  ap- 
pear*  from  ven  27* 

Vol.  I.  D  d  laying 
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faying— -Pay  not  this  homage  |  ed,  and  the  benevolence  of 
to  me— ‘I  am  but  a  frail  mor- 1  thy  foul  is  grateful  to  God. 
tal  like  yourlelf.  I  32  The  Deity,  therefore, 

27  They  then  both  toge- 1  hath  deputed  me  to  bid  thee 

ther  entered  the  houle,  en- 1  immediately  to  difpatch  a 
gaged  in  mutual  conversation  I  meflenger  to  Joppe  and  fend 
—  where  Peter  found  a  large  I  for  one  Simon  who  is  firnam- 
company  aflembled,  I  ed  Peter,  who  lodges  with 

28  to  whom  he  then  ad- 1  one  Simon  a  tanner,  whole 
drefied  himfclf  —  “  I  need !  houfe  is  lituated  by  the  lea 
hot  acquaint  you  that  it  is  I  fide  —  This  perfon  will  in- 
deemed  unlawful  for  a  Jew  I  ftru&  thee  in  thy  future  dutv. 
to  form  connexions  and  con-  j  33  I  then  in  Handy  difpatch- 
traft  intimacies  with  foreign- 1  ed  a  meflage  to  you,  and 
crs — but  the  great  God  hath  1  am  greatly  indebted  to  you 
iatcly  admonilhed  me  to  think  I  for  your  ready  compliance 
no  rational  being  of  any  na- 1  with  my  invitation— •' We  all 
tion  polluted  or  defiled.  I  of  us  therefore,  who  are  now 

29  Accordingly  I  complied  I k  before  you,  are  aflembled 
with  this  invitation  without  I  to  . receive  the  inftruXions 
the  leaft  hefitadon  —  I  beg,  1  God  hath  commillioned  you 
therefore,  to  know  the  rea- 1  to  deliver  to  us. 

fon  that  induced  you  to  fend  j  34  Peter  then  with  great 
for  me.  I  folemnity  thus  addreffed  him- 

30  Cornelius  then  laid  —  fclf  to  the  company — “  I  am 
"  Four  days  ago  1  impofed  indeed  now  convinced  that 
upon  myfclf  a  religious  fall,  the  Deity  is  no  rdpeXer  of 
which  1  kept  'till  about  this  perfons : 

time  of  the  day — but  as  I  35  But  that  in  every  nation 

was  engaged  in  the  private  of  the  world  the  rfincerely  pi- 
-exercifcof] prayer  about  three  ous  and  virtuous  are  indifcri- 
o’ clock  in  the  afternoon,,  a  minately  the  objefts  of  his 
cdeftial-  meflenger  in  an  hu-  •  love* 
man  form  and  in  a  robe  of  36  You  milft  needs  have 
ineffable  .  fplenjdor  flood  be-;  heard  of  thole  doctrines  which 
fore  me,  God  lately  delegated  his  fon 

31  and  thus  fpoke — Cor-  Jefus  the  Mefliah  to  publilh 
nelius !  thy  prayer  is  accept-  among  the  Jews,  and  by  the 


*  See  MSS. 
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glorious  revelation  Of  which,  I  cri  him  from  the  grave,  sad 
he  graciouily  intended  their  I  permitted  him  to  exhibit  him* 
virtue  and  1  happinefs  — ,  I  (elf  alive 

This  illuftrious  meflenger  is  1  41  net  indeed  publickly 

now  conftituted  by  the  Deity  1  to  the  worlds  but  to  us  his 
the  universal  governor  of  |  conftant  adociates  and  the 
mankind.  I  companions  of  his  life 

37  You  know  that  thefe  1  whom  Goa  in  his  infinite  wif- 

daftrines,  which  after  John’s  [  dom  appointed  to  publifh  and 
public  baptifm  frji  began  to  I  acteft  the  fji&s,  on  which  the 
be  puhliihed  in  Galilee;  were'  j  truth  of  this-  difpenfarion  is 
from  thence;  as  from  accn-  Ifupported— -With  him,  after 
ter,  loon  diffufed  through  the  |  his  reiurrdtfon  from  the  dead, 
whole  extent  of  Judaea.  I  we  freely  and  familiarly  con- 

38  The  perfon  who  deli-  I  veried. 

vered  thefe  fublime  and  hea-  I  42  And  !he  commanded  us 
•  venly  truths  was  Jefua  of  Na- 1  to  proclaim  to  the  world,  and 
zareth— whom  God  in  veiled  I  in  the  raoft  folemn  manner  to 

UH 

with  the  moft  fignal  powers  I  allure  mankind,  That  he  is 

- - who  during  the  whole  1  conftituted  by  the  Deity  the 

courfe  of  his  public  miniftry  I  fuprcme  judge  both  of  the 
conftantly  went  about  doing  I  living  .and  or  the  dead, 
beneficent  ad  ions,  and  mi- 1  43  In  him  the  various  pre- 

raculoufly  freeing  mankind  I  didions  of  the  antient  pro- 
from  the  moft  dreadful  and  I  phets  all  ciriter— *ahd  atteft 
inveterate  diforders  —  exhi- 1  this  great  truth.  That  every 
biting  the  moft  ftrong  and  I  one  who .  believes  and  obeys 
ftriking  evidences  that  his  I  his  religion  fhall  thro*  his  me- 
miflion  was  from  God.  I  diation  obtain  a  total  remif- 

39  We  his  apoftles  were  I  fion  of  all  theirformcr  crimes.” 
fpedators  Of  the  a&ions  he  I  44  W  hile  he  was  yet  ipeak- 
performed  both  in  Judaea  and  I  ing,  -  the  holy  fpirit  fell  in  co¬ 
in  the  metropolis  —  You  can  I  pious  effufion  upon  all  the 
be  no  ftrangers  to  the  fate  of  I  audience. 

this  divine  perfon,  whom  the  I  45  At  this  circumftance 
Jews  crucified  and  murdered,  j  ^xtijewfk  converts,  who  had 

40  But  on  the  third .  day  j  attended  Peter  in  this  jour- 
after  his  crucifixion  God  rail-  j  ney,  were  loft  in  an  eeftafy  of 

:  F  jpsmir.  Pesct  in  the  Hebrew  idiom  denote)  hnppinffi,  and  very 

gently  occurs  in  this  fenfe  in  the  N. 

♦ 

D  d  2  aftomfhment 
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aftonifhment — That  the  holy 
fpiric .  fhould  be  equally  im-» 
parted  to  the  Heathens  1 

46  being  amazed  beyond 
defcription  to  hear  them 
fpeaking  a  variety  of  lan¬ 
guages  and  celebrating  the 
power  of  God  —  Peter  then 
laid  to  thofe  .who  thus  tefti- 
fied  their  l'ur prize, 

47  Can  any  perfon  be  lo 
forupulous  as  to  eXclude  thofe  j 
from  baptiftn,  who  have  been 
•favoured  with  ■  the  gifts  of 
the  holy  fpirit  equally  with 
ourfelves  ? 

48  He  then  ordered  them 
to  be  initiated  into  the  chrif- 
tian  faith  by  baptifm — After 
the  performance  of  this  rice 
they  begged  he  would  fpend 
a  few  days  with  them. 

I 

t 

1 

1 

CHAP.  XI. 

1  'T'  H  E  fame  of  this  event 

foon  reached  the  other 
apoftles  and  the'chriftians  who 
were  in-Judsea,  that  even  the  J 
Heathens  had-  embraced  the 
gofpel. 

2  Upon  Peter*s  arrival,: 
therefore,  in  Jerufalem,  the 
jfnvijh  chriftians  warmly  ex- 
poftulated  with  him, . 

3  Saying — You  have  been 
familiarly  converting  with  un- ' 
circumciied  Heavens  and  af- 
lociating  with  them. 

4  Pecer,  finding  them  of¬ 
fended  with  his  conduct,  re¬ 


counted  to  them  a  circum- 
ftantial  detail  Of  the  whole 
tranfa&ion— faying— - 

5  **  As  I  was  one  day  of¬ 
fering  up  my  private  devo¬ 
tions  in  Joppe,  fuddeniy  all 
my  faculties  were  ftffpended, 

and  I  funk  into  a  trance - 

in  which  the  following  fcene 
was  exhibited  before  me— 
I  faw  from  the  clouds,  that 
fuddeniy  fevered,  fomething 
tike  a  large  flfieet,  tied  at  the 
four  corners,  defcend  towards 
me’till  it  reclined  on  the  earth 
at  my  feet. 

6  This  attracting  all  my 
attention  as  I  imemely  view¬ 
ed  it,  I  found  its  contents 
were  all  kinds  of  quadrupeds 
on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and 
every  fpecies  of  wild  beads, 
reptiles,  and  fowls. 

7 1  then  heard  the  following 

words  articulated  —  Peter ! 
kill  and  eat  of  any  of  thefe 
creatures  before  thee  indifcri- 
minately. 

8  By  no  means.  Lord  !  I 
replied— for  I  have  ever  con - 
fcierttioufly  refrained  from  e- 
very  fpecies  of  food  which  is 
unclean. 

o  The  heavenly  voice  then 
refamed  —  What  God  hath 
deemed  pure,  dare  not  thou 
to  pronounce  impure. 

10  This  was  repeated  three 
times-— after  which  the  whole 
apparatus  was  conveyed  up 
into  heaven. 


n  Imme- 


Chap.  xi,  The  Acts  of 

1 1  Immediately  after  this 
vifionary  fcene  difappeared, 
three  peribns,  who  were  de¬ 
puted  to  me  from  Casfarea, 
were  making  enquiry  for  me 
at  the  houfe  where  1  lodged. 

12  That  inftant  I  was  di- 
refted  by  an  immediate  im- 
puife  of  the  fpirit  to  go  along 
with  them,  without  any  ifcru- 
ple — accordingly  I  was  attend¬ 
ed  by  thefe  fix  fellow  chriftians 
who  are  now  with  me,  and  we 
entered  the  officer's  houfe. 

13  He  then  informed  us 
how  an  angel  had  appeared  to 

him  in  his  own  houfe  and 

* 

directed  him  to  difpatch  a 
meffage  to  Jbppe,  and  fend 
for  a  perfbn  whofe  name  was 
Simon. 

1 4  Adding  —  this  perfon 
will  give  you  in  ftru<5t  ions,  by 
a  compliance  with  which  you 
and  your  famiiy  will  attain 
everlafting  felicity. 

1 5  Behold,  therefore,  in 
the  m'tdft  of  my  difeourie  to 
them  the  holy  fpirit  was  ihed 
upon  them  in  copious  effii- 
fion,  exactly  in  the  manner 
it  was  imparted  to  us  at  fir  ft. 

1 6  This  circumftance  made 
me  recolleft  the  following  ex- 
preffion  of  our  Lord — “  John 
baptized  only  with  water,  but 
you  (hall  be  baptized  with 
the  holy  fpirit.” 

17  Since,  therefore,  God 

hath  been  pleafed  to  impart 
to  the  fame  fpiritual 
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gifts  as  he  communicated  to 
us  who  believed  the  divine 
milTion  and  do&rines  of  his 
ion  Jefus  — -  was  it  for  me  to 
limit,  and  preferibe  to,  bis  in¬ 
fallible  wifdom.” 

18  This  account  entirely 
difpelled  all  their  inquietude, 

'■  and  they  unanimoufly  offered 
their  fervent  gratitude  to 
God,  laying  in  a  fioo.1  qf 
tranlport*— And  hath  God 
indeed,  of  bis  infinite  be¬ 
nignity,  extended  even  to  the 
Heathens  the  offer  of  a  blel- 
fed  immortality  upon  fifl- 
cere  repentance  and  refor¬ 
mation  of  life  f 

§—*© Tits  chriftians,  who 
were  difperfed  from  Jerufa- 
lem  by  'the  perfection  that 
was  railed  igainft  them  after 
Stephen's  martyrdom,  mi¬ 
grated  to  Phoenicia,  to  Cy¬ 
prus,  and  to  Antioch-— but 
they  preached  the  gofpel  to 
none,  except  Jews, 

20  but  there  were  feme  of 

t 

thefe  who  were  natives  of  Cy¬ 
prus  •  and  Cyrene,  who  com¬ 
ing  to  Antioch  attempted  to 
make  converts  among  the 
Greeks  by  preaching  to  them 
the  chriftian  doctrines. 

2 1  And  this  their  attempt 
God  was  pleafed  to  blefs  and 
fucceed  —  for  prodigious 
numbers  were  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  chriftianiry  and 
embraced  it. 

22  The  fame  of  thefe  nu- 

D  d  3  merou.s 
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mcrous  converfions  reaching  j  informed  that  Saul  was  at 
the  affembly  of  chriftians  at  I  Tarfus  he  purpolely  went 
Jerulalem,  they  deputed  Bar- 1  thither  in  fearch  of  him  — — 
uabas  to  go  to  Antioch.  1  when  he  had  met  with  him 

23  Upon  his  arrival,  when  I  he  brought  him  to  Antioch, 

he  faw  the  happy  date  of  I  .  2 ,6  In  this  city  they  comi.- 
things,  and  the  wonderful  I  nued  an  whole  year — forming 
fuccefs  the  gofpel  had  provi-  1  the  converts  into  a  fociety, 
dentially  met  with,  he  was  I  and  inftru&ing  a  very  confi- 
tranfported  witjh  joy,  and  im- 1  derable  body  in  the  do&rines 
portunately  exhorted  all  the  1  of  the  gofpel- — and  thele  two, 
converts  to  adhereimmove-  I  while  in  Antioch,  fir  ft  gave 
ably  to  the  chriftiap  prin- 1  the  profeftors  of  the  goipe!, 
ciples.  I  by  a  ■  divine  dire&ion,  the 

24  This  Barnabas  was  a  |  denomination  of  Chriftians. 

perfon  of  diftingutthed  good- 1  .  § — 2,7  In  the  mean  time 
pel's,  a  warmj  adyocate  for  while  Saul  and  Barnabas  were 
chriftianity,  and  eminently  1  thus  employed,  fome  perfons, 
favoured  with  fpjritual  gifts  |  whom  God  had  feen  fit  to  en- 
.  — "  His  amiable  character  1  daw  with  prophetic  gifts, 

and  endowments,  therefore,  came  down  to  Antioch, 
were  the  means  of .  very  con- 1  28  One  of  thefe,  whofe 

fiderable  numbers  adopting  |  name  was  Agabus,  role  up 
the  dodrines  of  the  gol- 1  in  the  affembly,  and  by  a  di- 
pel.  I  vine  impullc  predicted  a 

2$  Here  happening  to  be  |  dreadful  famine,  by  which 


■  Xpnu&Tifat.  This  word,  in  all  the  places  in  which  it  occurs  in 
the  N.  T.  fignifes  to  inform,  denominate,  declare,  by  a  divine  direSita. 
Ponfult  Mattn.  ii.  12.  21.  Luke  ii.  26 .  Ads  x.  21.  Rom.  vii.  3.  Heb. 
yiii.  5.  Chap.  xi.  7.  Chap.  xii.  25.  .  In  the  Greek  dailies  it  iigniiics  to 
deliver  tbt  orattdkr  re/penji ,  'and  very  frequently  to  /peak  authoritatively , 
as  princes,  generals,  magistrates,  to  private  perfons.  “  When  the  fen  ate 
Waited  Wpon  'Cifari  he  /poke  to  them  as  private  perfons,  ypnftt/7 
Plutarch  Co-far .  p.  1350,  Cleopatra  appeared  in  public  dad  in  the  itoic 
Of  Ifii,  and  Joltnudy  calltfl  herself  young  Iju,  ty  pn/cai Plutarch  Ar- 
tetty,  p.  1723*  Edit-  Gr .  Stephen.  8vo.  Anti  go  nut  delivering  his  frnli- 
znentt  concerning  What  rt»as  filture,  yjufocTtoa.c.  Polybius,  p.  1317. 
Annibal  /poke  with  the  ambaJTadors,  ih.  p.  2  r8.  King 

Philip  having  fpoke  with  the  At h teams,  p.  297.  He  blamc-i 

trim  for  aifuming  the  diadem  and  ea/toif  himfelf  king,  Oa-n\‘%  ytnuait- 
Zv' ,  p.  401.  He  aiTumed  the  crown  and  dared  to  file  himfelf  king- 
Polybius,  p.  401,  Edit.  Hodov-  1619. 
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the  whole  extent  of  *  Judaea 
would  be  miferably  harafied 
Accordingly,  this  famine 
invaded  Judaea  in  the  time  of 
the  emperor  Claudius. 

2.9  In  confequence  of  this 
prediction  chofc  of  the  chrifo 
tians  who  were  in  affluent 

circumftances  mutually  a- 
grecd  to  raiie  a  contribution 
for  the.  fupport  of  their  follow 
chriftians  in  Judaea. 

30  This  generous  fcheme 
they  carried  into  execution— 
and  fent  the  money,  that  was 
collected,  by  Barnabas  and 
Saul,  to  be  depofited  in  the 
hands  of  the  fenior  chriftians. 


CHAP.  XII. 

1  ABOUT  this  time  king 

Herod  Agrippa  rail- 
ed  a  perfecution  againft  the 
chriftians,  and  apprehended 
and  d iftrefied  feveral  of  their 
fociety. 

2  James  the  brother  of 
John  he  feized  and  beheaded. 

3  And  feeing  .that  thefe 
violent  meafurcs  againft.  the 
chriftians  rendered  him  ex-: 
trerriely  popular  among  the 
Jews,  he  cauled  Peter  alfo  to 
be  apprehended  during  the 
feftival  of  unleavened  bread. 

* 

4  This  apoftle,  therefore, 


was  by  his  order  confined  in 
the  public  prilbn,  and  ftriCtly. 

committed  to  the  cuftody  of 
no  left  than  lixteen  foldiers— 
intended,  after  the  paf- 
cnat  Solemnity  was  over,  to 
convene  %  general  alterably  of 
the  people,  to  bring  him  out 
before  them  and  publickly- 
executc  him. 

5  In  this  manner  Peter  lay. 
confined  and  guarded— — for 
whole  deliverance- and.  lafety 
the  chriftians  interceded,  with: 

God  by  unremitting  and.  molt 

fervent  fupplicatlons. 

6  But  when  the  time  ,  ap¬ 
proached  in  which  Herod  in-, 
tended,  to  gratify  the  Jews 

with  his  execution,  in  the 

night  'Which  preceded  the 
day  he  had  fixed  for  it,  as 
Peter  was  fieepirig  infoft  com- 
pofure  between  two  foldiers  to 
whom  he  was  refpeCtively 
chained  by  two  (hackles,  and; 
the  jail-keepers  were  on  duty 
at  the  prilbn  gate— 

7  lo!  an  angel  of  God. 
fuddenly  appeared  !  and  an 
immenfe  light  darted  its  fplen- 
dors  around,  his  cell— The 
heavenly  mefienger  then  a- 
woke  fom,  faying — Rife  this 

moment  !  —That  inftant  the 

,•  »  • 

(hackles  dropped  from  his 

hands. 


*  Outworn  is  twice  ufed  to  fignify  only  the  land  of  Judea ;  here,  and 
Luke  xxi.  26.  Joftpbut  mentions  the  famine  here  predicted,  as  oppref- 
iing  Judea  in  tlje  reign  of  Claudius.  Ant.  a.  c.  2.  $  £>.  and  c.  4  §  2. 
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8  The  angel  then  added —  I  went  to  the  door  to  enquire 
Gird  the  deaths,  in  which  I  the  perfon’s  name. 

you  lie,  about  you,,  and  tie  I  14  She  knowing  his  voice, 
on  your  fandals — This  done.  Kin  a  flood  of  tranfpoct  did  not 
he  laid,  Put  on  your  upper  I  flay  to  open  the  door,  but 
garment,  and  follow  me.  I  flew  to  the  company,  and 

9  He  followed  him'— but  I  told  them  that  Peter  was  ftand- 
■was  not  confcious  that  this  I  ing  at  the  gate. 

vras  a  reaj  tranfadion - he  I  >15  It  is  madnefs  to  afiert 

imagined  it  only  a  vifionary  I  any  fuch  thing,  they  faid — 
feene  exhibited  to  him  in  a  I  She  peremptorily  declared 

dream.  |  and  perfifted  in  it,  that  (he 

10  After  palling  the  firft  was  fore  it  was  him— . they 

and  fecond  watch  they  arriv-  then  faid  it  mull  be  a  meffen- 
ed  at  the  gFeat  iron  gate  ger  from  him. 

which  fronts  the  public  ftreet  16  Peter  in  the  mean  time 
- — this  fpontaneoufly  opened  continued  knocking— —  but 
to  receive  them— they  pafftd  when  they  opened  the  door, 
through,  and  went  together  and  ,faw  it  was  him,  they 
the  length  Of  owe  ftreet— af-  were  loft  in  an  eeftacy  of  a- 
ter  which  the  angel  fuddenly  ftonifhment. 
vanifhed.  ;  17  He  made  a  motion  to 

1 1  Peter,  being  now  con-  them  with  his  hand  to  be 

ftiolis  that  the  fcCne  was  Teal,  Stem—  and  after  informing 
faid  in  pious  aftCmilhnient —  r  them  how  an  angel  of  God 
Now  I  am  indeed  convinced  had  delivered  him  out  of  pri- 
that  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  fon,  ordered  them  to  acquaint 
depute  an  angel,  to  extricate  James  and  the  other  chriftians 
me  from  Herocl's  power,  and  with  this  miraculous  event— 
to  fruftrate  all  the  eager  ex- 1  Having  faid  this  he  went  a- 
poftation  and  feriguinary  de-j  way,  and  retired  to  another 
figns  of  the  Jews.  I  place. 

■  12  He  then  went  dtreStly  1  1 8  The  next  morning  there 

to  the  houfe  of  Mary  the  mo-  i  was  a  great  hubbub  and  con- 
ther  of  John  iimamed  Mark]  fufion  among  the  foldiers 
—where  a  confide  r  able  npm-  j  who  were  appointed  his 
ber  of  the  chriftians  had  ip- 1  guards,  what  was  become  of 
pointed  to  meet,  and  were  I  Peter, 
then  praying,^  I  19  Herod,  after  making 

1 3  Knocking  at  the  gati  a  I  a  diligent  but  fruitlefs  fearch 
fervant  maid,  called  ft  hex) a,  |  for  him,  called  up  the  keep- 

^  l  ers 
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ers  of  the  priibn,  and  order- 1  22'  T*hh  he  had  net  flsoner 

ed  (hem  all  to  be  executed—*  I  concluded,  hot  die  populace 
After  this  he  quitted  Judea  3  raifed  an  univerlal  acclam&tt- 
and  fixed  his  reucknce  at  Can- 1  on  —  repeating  — r  “  It  is  the 
larea.  1  voice  of  a  Goa  and  fiot  of  a 

20  The  reafon  of  his  re-  i  mortal.” 

f  ■ 

moval  to  this  city  was  the!  23  That  moment  die  an* 

violent  refentments  he  had  |  gel  of  God  linote  him  with  4 

now  conceived  apainft  the  J  dreadful  andincprable  difeafe 
Tyrians  and  SidonianS—^But  a  for  that  impious  arrogance 
theft  two  opulent  ftates,  hav- 1  and  pride  with  which  his 

ing  afterwards  procured  his]  heart  was  now  inflated - 

chamberlain  Blaftus  to  under- 1  He  was  devoured  alive  whft 
take  their  eaufe,  waited  up- 1 p  worms,  and' died  in  the  moft 
on  him  in  a  fupplicant  man-  j  excruciating  torments, 
ner  and  folicited  peace  be- 1  24  After  his  dcceafe  chri£ 

ing  induced  to  this  ftep  by  a  ■  danity  flourished— — and  the 
confcioufnefs  that  their  terri- '  number  of  Converts  Was  eon* 

tories  derived  the  fupports  of  tinually  augmenting. 

life  from  the  king’s  domi-  § — 25  Barnabas  and  Saul 

nions.  after  having  faithfully  dip* 

§ — 2 1  This  Herod  Agrip-  charged  the  truft  that  was  re- 
pa  on  oecafion  of  a  grand  u>-  pofea  in  them  with  regard  to 
lemn  feftival  arrayed  hiroielf  the  charitable  co!le£Hon  for 
in  a  royal  and  moft  magnifi-  the  fupport  of  the  chriftians 
cent  drels — and  mounting  a  in  Judaea— when  they  had 
throne  erefted  for  him  made  paid  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
a  fpeech  to  the  afiembled  fenior  chriftians,  quitted  Je- 
multitude.  rufalem— taking  with  them 

♦ 

♦  The  {hocking  death  of  thii  infolent  creature  is  minutely  deftribed  irt 
all  its  circumllances  hy  Jofiepbui.  Sec  Amiq.  L.  19.;  c.  8. $  8*  Edit.  Hvd- 
fcv.  His  arrogance  and  his  end  remind  one  of  the  uhhappy  exit  of  Crafus* 
“  Divine  vengeance,  faith  Herodotus,  overtook  Crasfiu,  becaufc  he  proudly 
imagined" himfelf  to  have  reached  the  higheft  fummit  of  human  gran^ 
deur  and  felicity :  For  the  pinnacle  of  mortal  glory,  which  many  pile  fo 
high,  God  fubverts  from  its  lowed  foundations,  Htrodtf,  Gr.  &  Lot* 
Vol.  i.  p.  70.  Edit.  Olafg. 

p  His  grandfather  Herod  died  in  the  lame  (hocking  manner.  Fie  was 
excruciated  with  dire  pains  in  his  bowel?  and  an  ulcer  which  bred  worms, 
jofeph  Ant.  L.  17.  c.  6.  $  5.  Hud  fin.  P'xeetima  alfo,  in  Htrodotus,  was 
devoured  alive  with  worms.  iv\iur  i'ifrfi.  Herod.  Vol.  iv.  p. 

yfi.  C Uajg. 
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Mark  to  be 
of  their  la- 


CflAP.  xiii.  1 1  In  the  fo 
cietv  of  Chriftians  chat  was 
eftablilhed  at  Antioch,  whi¬ 
ther  Saul  and  Barnabas  now 
retained,  there  were  fome 
perfons  who  were  endowed 
with  prophetic  gifts,  and  o- 
ihers,  who  were  qualified  to 
be  public  jnftruttors — Tbofe 
who  were  thus  eminently  dift 
tinguiibed  with  thefc  fpiritu- 
xtl  powers  were  Barnabas,  Si* 
meon  called  alfq  Niger,  Lu+ 
cig$  a  native  of  Cyrene,  Ma- 
nahen,  who  had  been  educat¬ 
ed  along  wkh  Herod  the  te- 
trarch,  and  Saul. 

i  As  thefe  one  day 

engaged  in  the  exerdfes  -  of 

devotion*  and  obferving  a  re* 
jigious  faft,  they  weredireft- 
fdbyan  immediate  impulfe 
pf  the  holy  fpirittofeled;  from 
among  them  Barnabas  and 
Saul,  and  Solemnly  dedicate 
them  to  that  important  fer- 
vice,  for  the  ducharge  of 
which  God  had  particuladv 
appoyityd  them. 

3  Immediately  they  obey¬ 
ed  the  divine  cal — and  after 
they  had  faded,  prayed,  and; 

laid  their  hand*  .upon  them,, 

they  difmifiad  them  to  preach 
the  gofpeL 

4  Thele  two,  who  were 
thus  exprefsly  fegregated  cut 

5 


of  the  fociety  and  deputed  by 

the  holy  fpirit  to  propagate 
chriftianity,  went  nrft  to  Se- 
leucia— — — and  from  this  city 
eroded  over  to  the  Me  of  Cy¬ 
prus. 

5  On  their  arrival  they 
preached  in  the  Jewifli  lyna- 
gogues  at  Salamis  the  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  gofpel. 

6  They  then,  attended  by 

their  afiociate  John,  travelled 

the  Me  as  far  as  Paphos  — 
where  they  met  with  a  Jewilh 
impoftor  called  Barjefus, 
who  boafted  his  fkill  in  magic 
arts. 

7;  This  impoftor  was  along 
with  Sergius  Paulus  the  pro- 
conful,  a  rational  and  intelli¬ 
gent  perlon,  who  fent  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  Barnabas  and  Saul, 
and  defired  they  would  favor 
him  with  an  account  of  their 

principles. 

8  But  Elymas,  whofc 
name  in  Greek  fignifies  Ma¬ 
gician,  publicity  oppofed 
tnem — ftudying  to  divert  the 
proconful  from  his  intention 
to  embrace  the  chriftian  reli¬ 
gion. 

9  But  Saul,  who  aflumed 
alfo  the  name  of  Paul,  fixing 
his  eyes  intenfely  upon  the 
impoftor,  and  being  inftantly 
feized  with  the  divine  afflatus, 

10  faid  to  him  —  O  thou 
profligate  and  abandoned 
creature !  whole  heart,  I  am 

confcious,  is  full  of  fraud, 

diffimu- 
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diflimulation,  and  the  moftigogue  lent  to  them  —  beg- 
diabolical  wicked  nefs — Doft  ging,  .  If  they  could  impart 
thou  ftifl  perfift  in  afperfing  any  thing  that  might  contii. 
and  counteracting  the  divine  bute  to  the  inftrudtion  and  e- 
fcheme  which  infinite  wifdem  dification  <jf  the  audience, 
hath  planned?  they  would  deliver  it. 

11  Behold!  the  hand  of  16  Upon  this  Paul  flood 
that  Being  whom  thou  infult-  up,  and  making  a  motion 
eft  fhail  this  moment  ftrike  with  his  hand,  thus  addref&d 

thee - and  thou  (halt  be  in-  the  aflembly — “  Ye  Ifraelites 

ftantly  punifhed  with  a  tern-  and  devout  worihippers  of 
porary  deprivation  of  thy  the  tnje  Gpd !  let  me  crave 
fight— He  had  no  fooner  pro- 1  your  candid  and  lctious  atten- 
nounced  the  words,  but  the  I  tion  to  the  truths  I  Xhali  now 
impoftor’s  eyes  were  clofed  in  |  deliver. 

total  darknefs,  and  he  grop- 1  17  The  fupreme  God,  the 

cd  about  on  all  fides  to  day  J  merciful  guardian  and  pro? 
hold  on  fbrae  thing  to  fupport  I  teflor  of  our  nation,  molt 
his  fttps.  I  highly  diftfoguilhed  our  illuf- 

1 2  The  proconful  feeing  J  trious  ancestors  with  his  fa* 

this  amazing  event  was  (truck  j  vour,  publickly  beftowed  up" 
with  the  laft  aftonifhment,  1  on  their  defeendents.  many 
and  embraced q  the  chriftian  j  fignal  blefifngs,  during  their 
dodtrine.  j  refidence  in  Sgypt,  and  from 

§— 1 3  Paul  and  his  com*  I  their  fervitude  here  vindicated 
panions  afterwards  embarked  I  them  into  liberty  by  a  feries 
on  board  a  veflel  at  Paphos  I  of  the  moft  aftonifhing  mi- 
and  landed  at  Perge  in  Pam- 1  racles. 
phylia — Here  John  left  them  I  18  God  alfo,  after  their  e- 
and  returned  to  Jerulalem.  I  migration,  miraculoufly '  fup- 

1 4  But  the  pthjer  travelled  j  plied  them  with  the  necef- 
from  Perge  to  Antioch  in  Pi-  J  faries  of  life  in  the-  dreary  de- 
fidia  —  where  they  went  into  J  feres  of  Arabia  during  a  pe* 
the  Jewifh  Synagogue  and  lat  I  riod  of forty  years, 

down.  j  19  After  this,  under  the 

1 5  Here  after  a  portion  of  I  fpecial  condudt  of  divine  pro- 
the  law  and  the  prophets  was  I  vidence,  they  overturned  fe^ 

read,  the  prefidents  of  the  fy- 1  ven  different  communities  in 

* 

i  Et/  79  is  governed  on  iwww,  not  on  iKT^*fr«ufr@’( 

*  ETp3?>^»f««i » which  the  bed  MSS.  exhibit,  it  the  genuine  ledion. 

the 
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the  land  of  Canaan,  and  diftri- 

huted,  by  lot,  their  territories 
among  their  reipedtjvc  tribes. 

20  They  were  then  for 
four  hundred  and  fifty  years 
’till  Samuel’s  time,  governed 
by  Judges*,  whom  God  railed 
and  empowered  to  fuperin^ 
tend  them. 

2 1  They  being  afterwards 
defirous  of  regal  government, 
he  placed  over  t$em  Saul  the 
fon  of  KUb,  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin,  who  was  forty 
years  old  at  his  election. 

22  After  his  removal,  Da¬ 
vid  was  providentially  ap¬ 
pointed  their  fovereign  —  to 
whole  chandler  God  bears 

this  testimony  ■  ■■  ■■  “  I  have 
icle&ed  David,  ■  the  ion  of 
jefle,  to  be  their  king- — -a 
perfon,  whole  conduct,  as  a: 
prince,  will  fecure  my  ap¬ 
probation,  and  who  will,  in 
his  political  capacity,  fully, 
execute  all  my  aeligns.” 

23  From  the  dependents 
of  this  illuftrious  monarch 
hath  God,  according  to  his 
promile,  been  mercifully 
pleafed  to  raife  up  to  Ifrael 

the  great  Redeemer — who  was 
the  late-Jefus  of  Nazareth. 

24  The  advent  of  this  divine 
perfon  John  the  Baptift  predic¬ 
ted,  and  publickly  proclaim¬ 
ed  to  the  whole  Jewifli  nation 

—declaring  himlelf  to  be  apr 


pointed  of  God  to  prepare 

men  for  the  reception  of  this 
great  prophet  by  the  baptifm 
of  repentance  he  publickly  ad- 
mmiftred. 

2 5  John,  *  while  he  was 
fulfilling  the  office  that  provi¬ 
dence  had  afligned  him,  uled 
conftantly  to  addrefs  himfelf 
to  the  people,  who  reforted 
to  him,  and  lay  to  them 
Whom  do  you  imagine  me  to 
be  } — I  affttre  you  I  am  not 
the  perfon  you  expe&—  but 
let  me  folemnly  declare  to 
you.  That  1  am  the  harbin¬ 
ger  of  a  moil  dignified  and 

exalted  perfon,- to  whom  lam 
not  worthy  to  Hoop  and  do 
the  meaneft  office. 

26  My  brethren !  my  fel¬ 
low  dependents  from  Abra¬ 
ham  I  and  ye  devout  wor- 
Ihippers  of  the  true  God  ! 
fuller  me  to  allure  you,  That 
this  prophet  was  lent,  and 
thefe  dodr  ines  poblilhcd  for 
jour  lalvation  and  happinefs : 

2  7  becaufe  the  Sanhedrim 
and  citizens  of  Jerufalem  be¬ 
ing  wilfully  ignorant  of  the 
dignity  of  his  perfon,  con¬ 
demned  him  to  fuffer  capital 
punilhment—  but  he  hereby 
fulfilled  the  expreis  predidli- 
ons  of  thofe  prophets  which 
are  every  fabbath  read  in 
their  religious  aflemblies. 

28  And  fo  implacably  in- 


*  Of  <ft  irAttpitf 


cenfed 
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cenfed  were  they  agaitift  his  |  day,  by  rafting  Jeftra  the 
perfon,  that  tho*  upon  the }  Mcffiah  from  the  dead, 
ftrifteft  examination  they]  33  The  prediction  in  the 
found  his  character  ir rep roach^  1  fecond  Pfalm  is  liow  fulfilled 
able,  and  perfectly  free  from  j  — *  w  Thou  art  my  fon !  this 
any  guilt t hat  deferved death — (day  have  1  informed  thee 
yet  by  their  inflexible  impor- 1  with  hew  life  and  immortal 
tunity  they,  at  laft*  prevailed  I  llty.” 
upon  Pilate  to  condemn  him  j  34  And  to  this  great  e* 
to  be  executed.  1  vent  of  his  refurre&ioft  from 

29  After  they  had  by  this  J  the  dead  and  hii  peculiar  ex¬ 

public  murder  accornpliflied  J  eruption  froth  the  general  law 
the  (cripture  prophecies,  they  j  of  mortality*  alludes  the  fob 
took  hihi  from  the  crofs,  and  1  lowing  paflageof  the  prophet 
interred  his  dead  body  in  a  j  Ifaiah  —  w  For  you  will  I  ac- 
romb  adjacenr.  j  complifh  all  the  conditions  of 

30  But  by  the  power  of  J  that  everiafting  covenant, 
God  he  was  raifed  from  the  (  which  I  have  made  with  the 

dead,  jhoufe  of  David.,r 

31  and  for  a  confiderable  J  35  This  is  alfo  clearly  pre¬ 
number  of  days  he  exhibited  I  dieted  in  another  paflage-*— * 
himfelf  alive  to  his  compa-  I w  Thou  wik  not  fuffer  the 
nions  and  friends,  who  had  I  dead  body  of  thy  beloved  loo 
attended  him  in  his  laft  jour-  j  to  fuffer  the  common  cor- 
ney  from  Galilee  to  the  capi- 1  ruption.*’ 

tal — -who  were  convinced  of  I  3  6  This  lift  paflage  cannot 
the  identity  of  his  perfon*  j  refer  to  David— for  after  this 
and  who  are  public  witnefTes  I  ilfuftrious  prince  had  *,  in  his 
to  the  world  of  the  truth  of  j  generation,  ferved  the  will  of 
his  refurreftion.  |  God,  he  paid  the  common 

32  We  therefore  proclaim  I  debt  to  nature— his  body  was 

among  you  the  joyful  news,  I  depofited  in  the  grave,  and 
That  the  fignal  promife,  which  I  reduced  to  its  primitive  do£ 
God  folemnly  made  and  rati- 1  37  The  exemption,  there- 

fied  with  our  anceftors,  he  I  fore,  from  the  putrefaClion 
hath  now  mod  illuftrioufly  j  of  the  grave  here  mentioned 
accomplilhed  in  the  prefent  |  can  foleiy  relate  to  that  perfon 

<  is  governed  on  the  prepoStlon  tp  uhdef flood,  and  pot 

*t>  its  proper  continuation  with  V'jrtytttHf 4$. 

r 

whoni 
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whom  God  thus  railed  from  j  will  produce  events  lo  inex- 
the  grave.  I  pfeflrbly  dire  and  dreadful, 

38  Be  ye  alfo  aflured;  my  1  that  Ihould  aperfbn  give  you 

brethren,  that  we  are  audio- 1  a  diftinft  detail  of  them,  he 
rized  to  proclaim  to  the  !  would  not  gain  your  credit  V* 
world  through  this  performs  I  42  He  ended — and  the 
mediation  a  free  and  uni- 1  Jews  going  out  of  the  iyna- 
verfal  remiffion  of  all  paftjgogue,  the  Heathens  who 
(ins  upon  fincdre  repentance  j  ttaid  behind,  came  to  him, 
and  reformation  of  life.  land  begged  he  would  dif- 

39  Every  ohe,  therefore,  I  courfe  to  them  on  the  fame 
who  is  convinced  of  the  troth  I  fubjeft  before  the  entiling 
of  his  doctrines,  and  refolves  J  fabbath. 

to  conform  to  it,  is  from  that  j  43  After  theaflembly  broke 
moment  “  acquitted  from  all  I  up  feveralof  the  Jews  andde- 
thofe  crimes,  ftotn  the  guilt  |  vout  profelytes  followed  Paul 
of  which  the  law  did  not  and  |  and  Barnabas  — to  thefe  they 
could  not  exempt  you.  I  propounded  and  explained 

40  Reject  not,  I  befeechjthe  chriftian  doctrines,  and 

you,  the '  gracious  propofals  I  induced  them  to  embrace  this 
that  are  now  importunately  I  divine  diipenfation. 
offered  to  you,  left  you  pro- 1  % — 44  *  The  fame  of  the 

voke  God  to  influft  upon  [  above  tranfadtion .  being  dif- 
you  thofe  terrible  calamities*  I  fufed  through  the  city,  al- 
which  he  hath  denounced  a-  j  rooft  the  whole  town  was  af- 
gainft  the  difobedient  in  the  j  fembled  together  on  the  en- 
following  paflage  of  fcrip- 1  fuing  fabbath  to  hear  the 

ture.—  I  dofmnes  of  chriftianity. 

41  “  Behold*  O  ye  con-J  45  The  Jews  feeing  this 
temptuous  defpifers  of  rcli- 1  immenfe  multitude  collected 
gion,  the  miferies  that  are  im-  j  together,  were  inftantly  fired 

Sending  over  your  heads !  I  with  :  rage  and  indignation 
riew  them  with  aftoniihment  j  —  ana  publickly  oppofed 

— for  in  thefe  you  fhall  be  in- 1  the  dodfrines  that  Paul  had 

volved —  For  in  your  days  I  I  advanced  —  proceeding,  at 

. .  *  The  Deity  was  pleafed,  at  the  firfi  propagation  of  the  gofpel,  to 
pnblilh  to  the  world  an  univerfal  pardon,  a  genera!  amnejiy,  of  all  pefi 
fins  to  all  fincere  tpn verts.  This  is  the  true  grand  fcriptuial  idea  intended 
to  be  conveyed  bv  jufiify  and  jvJHjkaiion* 
w  Meaning  the  deilnrilton  of  jemfaloa  by  the  Romans. 

;  *  See  the  various  leftions  iu  Dr.  Mill. 

lad. 


4 

Chap.  xiv.  The  Acts  of  the  Apostles'.  41  * 


laft,  to  the  moft  indecent  and 
opprobrious  calumnies. 

46  To  this  torrent  of  a- 
bufe  Paul  and  Barnabas  with 
undaunted  freedom  and  fpirit 
thus  replied  —  “  It  was  ne- 
ceffary  in  the  order  of  the 
divine  difpenfations--  that  to 
you  Jews  the  doctrines  of 
chriftianity  fhould  frft  be 
propofed — but  fince  you  re¬ 
ject  them,  and  by  your  con- 
duft  fliow  yourfelves  unwor¬ 
thy  of  that  eternal  life  which 
it  reveals  and  offers  to  you 
—  behold  I  we  fhall  for  the 
future  addrefs  ourfeives  to 
the  'Heathens. 

47  For  fo  hath  God  ex¬ 
pressly  enjoined  us  to  do  by 
the  prophet  -  “I  have  ap¬ 
pointed  thee  to  illuminate 
the  dark  and  benighted  Hea¬ 
thens  with  thy  beams,  and  to 
diffufe  faivation  and  happi- 
nefs  to  the  extremities  of  tne 
globe.” 

48  Hearing  theft  exprek 
fions  the  Heathens  were  trans¬ 
ported  with  joy  and  pious 

gratitude  to  God-, - and  as 

many  of  them,  as  y  were  dif- 

pofcd  for  eternal  life,  imme¬ 


diately  embraced  the  chriftian 
religion. 

49  So  that  chriftianity 
fpread  with  great  rapidity 
uiroughout  the  whole  ad¬ 
jacent  country. 

50  But  the  Jews  inftigated 
fome  ladies  Of  diftin&ion  and 
chara&cr  and  the  leading 
men  of  the  flown,  and  com¬ 
mencing  a  violent-  perfecu- 
tion  againft  Paul  and  Barna¬ 
bas,  forced  them  to  By  out 
of  their  country. 

5 1  Accordingly  theft  two, 
when  they  Ijeft  their  territo¬ 
ries,  (hook  off  the  duft  of 
their  feet  as  a  public  tefti- 
mony  to  thfm  of  their  ob- 
ftinacy  and  impenitence,  and 
travelled  to  Xconium. 

.  52  But  the  converts  they 
had  made  here,  during  their 
ftay,  were  trtfpired  with  the 

moft  pure  add  facred  joy,  and 
were  favoured  with  an  effu- 
(ion  of  the  holy  fpirit. 

CHAP.  XIV. 

1  TTPON  c^eir  arrival  at 

^  Iconium  they  went  in¬ 
to  the  Jewifhfynagogue,  and 


y  Ta.v<tu,  kmt da co.  cttTirae’rv,  « mira^ATa atru,  are  military 
terms,  and  denote  the  dlfpojing  and  marjballing  an  army.  In  this  lenfe 
is  ufed  in  almoft  every  page  in  Xmcpbon,  Diodorus  Siculus,  Polybius , 
Mliaa,  and  other  Greek  HmOrians:  7*,  orektuw.  TtTayfjLttuf.  Xtn. 
C/r.  In.  p.  39.  t  it  ay  uirojf  rfljf  ffttvrt  arauTvc  Kap-C\ U  Uf.  70.  u*  uayyw 
7iiayuts.se  148.  Hutcbitt,  to  ft  tv  orckoit  vis  7ti  ay  (/.ucv.  Plutarch. 
Aaifruy.  1690.  Edit.  Sityb,  Gr.  6vo.  See  alfp  Luke  vii.  8. 
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♦ 

preached  the  chrifHan  doc-  §  6  the  two  apoftles  receiv* 

trines  with  fuch  energy  as  to  [  ing  information  of  this  con- 
indnce  a  very  confiderable  j  fpiracy  again  ft  their  lives, 
number  both  of  Jews  and  (quitted  the  city,  and  fled  to 
Greeks  to  embrace  them.  I  JLyftra  and  Derbe,  towns  in 

2  But  that,  party  of  the  [  Lycaonia : 

Jews,  who  difbelievcd  thefe  I  7  In  which,  and  other  ad* 
do&rines,  .  praftifed  every  |  jacent  places,  they  publilhed 
method  to  inflame  and  exaf-  j  the  gofpel. 
pcrate .  the  heathens  again#  1 .  $-*-8  As  Paul  was  preach* 
the  chriiHans.  i  ing  at  JLyftra  there  lat  among 

3  But natWithflanding  their]  the  audience  an  helplefs  ob- 
implacable  animofity,  the  a-r  jed,  a  man  who  had  been 
poftles  refided  a  confiderabie  I  lame  from  his  birth. 

time  in  the  town,  delivering!  9  This  perfon  gave  great 
the  principles  of  the  chrifHan  I  attention  to  what  he  deliver* 
religion  with  invincible  free-  [  ed— : — which  Paul  at  length 
dom  and  intrepidity— — and  |  obferving,  he  fixed  his  eyes 

God  was  pleated  to-  confirm  |  intcnfely  upon  him,  and  be- 
the  do&rines  they  taught  by!  ingconfeious  he  was  poflefled 
enabling  them  to  perform  I  of  fuch  a  degree  or  faith  as 
mairy  fignal  and  aftcrailhing  I  qualified  him  to  receive  a  mi- 
operations.  I  raculous  cure, 

4  In  the  mean  time  a  warm  1  10  immediately  turned  to 

di&ntion  arofe  among  the  ei*  I  him, and  faid — Rife  and  Hand 
mens— one  party  efpoufing  I  eroCfc !  — — -  That  moment  he 
the  caufe  of  the  infidel  Jews,  j  Ip  rung  from  the  ground  in 
the  other  the  caufe  of  the  a-  j  perfect  vigour,  ana  walked, 
poftles.  I  3J  The  crowd,  that  was 

5  But  when  the  heathen  now  afiembled,  feeing  this 
magiftrates  and  the  Jews  of  amazing  fpeCtacle,  all  cried 
the  contrary  fide  carried  their  out,  in  extreme  aftoniflimenc, 
oppofition  and  refentqients  to  in  the  Lycaonian  language— 
fuch  violence  as  to  confede-  M  The  immortal  gods,  dif- 
rate  together  and  unanimouf*  gulfed  in  *  human  form,  have 
ly  form  a  determined  refolu*  J  deigned  to  vifit  us  !” 

trofi  to  iniblt  and  ftone  them,  j  1 2  Accordingly  they  re* 

»  This  was  agreeable  to  the  Heathen  Mjtbtlegy. 

— — •*-  Somrao  ddaber  ©Ijrrnpo, 

Et  deus  humana  luftro  fub  imagine  terras.  Ovid.  Met .  1.  212* 

cognifed 
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cognifed  *  Jupiter  irt  Barna¬ 
bas,  and  *  Mercury  in  Paul, 
bccauie  of  his  fuperiour  elo¬ 
quence. 

13  The  pried,  therefore, 
of  Jove,  whom  they  worfhip- 
ped  as  the  guardian  of  their 
city,  and  whofe  temple  flood 
a  little  way  out  of  the  town, 
immediately  brought  victims 
and  b  chaplets  of  flowers  to 
the  door  of  the  houfe  where 
they  lodged  —  attended  with 
a  vaft  crowd,  defigning  to  fa- 
crifice  to  them. 

14  Soon  as  the  apoftles 
were  acquainted  with  this  re¬ 
futation,  they  rent  their 
doaths,  rulhed  out  of  the 
houfe,  and  flung  themfelves 
among  the  colleded  multi¬ 
tude — vehemently  exclaim¬ 
ing  and  with  pathetic  earned- 
neis  thus  addrefling  them— 

1 5  “  Sirs !  What  hath  in¬ 
duced  you  to  this !  — We  are 
but  frail  mortals,  fubjed  to 
the  fame  human  forrows  and 
fufFerings  with  yourfelves— 
The  great  defign  of  the  glo¬ 
rious  difpenfation  we  preach 


!  among  you,  is,  to  engage 
you  to  renounce  thele  fictiti¬ 
ous  deities,  and  to  recover 
you  to  the  belief  of  the  one 
fupreme  God,  the  creator 
and  govemour  of  univerfal 
nature. 

16  This  infinite -Being, 
tho*  in  the  ages  that  are  pal- 
fed,  he  did  not  explicitly 
commiffion  any  divine  mef- 
fenger  to  remonftrate  againd 

thele  abfur dities  in  worfhip, 
in  which  all  the  heathen  na¬ 
tions  were  p hinged, 

17  yet,  notwithftanding 
he  did  not  immediately  inter- 
pofe  to  recover  them,  he  ne¬ 
ver  left  his  exidence  and  per- 
fedions  unaflteded — For  his 
being  and  perfections  are 
loudly  proclaimed  by  his  ne¬ 
ver  ceafing  beneficence,  by 
the  regular  and  falutary  re¬ 
volutions  of  the  fealons,  by 
fertilizing  foowers,  and  by 
his  condant  liberal  fupply  of 
food  and  happinefs  to  all  his 
rational  crearures. 

18  But  with  all  the  argu¬ 
ments  he  could  adduce,  the 


*  Thefc  /<j«j  gotft  the  Heatbttu  believed  did  fometunes  accompany  each 
ether  in  a  vilit  to  mortals. 

Jupiter  hue,  fpecie  mortalt,  cumque  parents 

Vcnit  Adantiaaes,  pofitis  caducjfer  alls.  Ovid  Met.  8.  626. 

w  To  crown  the  apoftles  agreeable  to  the  pagan  rites.  All  wore  gar¬ 
lands  at  a  heathen  Sacrifice — Daw  font  capiu  jjenialia  fertae.  Ovid 

%7f (aijuit'  V  ixsfsAs  AtJWwfr.  Hotter*  II.  1.  14* 

etotf  KkAf  ouno  Sopborl.  Otd .  7/r.  fub  itiit.  Or,  they  might 

be  to  crown  the  vifeims,  as  was  alfo  cuftomary. 

Vol.  I.  Ee  people 
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people  were  with  great  diffi- 1  nilhing  them  that  the  road  to 
culty  reftrained  from  facrific- 1  Chriftianity  was  infcfted  with 
ing  to  them.  1  forrows  and  fufierings. 

iq  During  their  ftay  at  I  23  In  every  fociety  that 
Lyftra*  their  implacable  ad- 1  was  formed  they  appointed 
verfaries  the  Jews  of  Antioch  J  the  fenior  Chriftians  to  fuper- 
and  Iconium,  followed  them  intend  and  inftrud  the  aflem- 

hither - and  inftigated  the  |  bly — for  thefe  they  prayed, 

populace  to  fuch  a  degree  of]  obferving  a  religious  fail, 
virulence  and  fury,  that  they] and  thele  they  folemnly  re- 
all  rulhed  upon  Paul  and  o-  commended  to  the  bJeffing  of 
verwhelmed  hiht  with  ftones  I  that  Being,  of  the  truth  of 
—  they  then  dragged  him  1  whofe  gofpel  they  had  upon 
out  of  the  city,  imagining  he  the  beft  evidence  been  con- 
was  dead.  .  I  vinced. 

20  But  while  the  Chriftians  I  24  After  palling  through 
were  Handing  in  a  circle  j  Pifidia,  they  came  to  Pam- 
round  his  body,  he  revived  j  phylia. 

■—  got  up  —  and  went  with  j  25  They  then  travelled  to 
them  into  the  town  —  The  |  Perge  and  Attaleia-— in  '  both 
next  day  he  and  Barnabas  |  which  towns  they  preached 
travelled  to  Perbe.  I  the  Chriftian  dodlrine. 

21  After  they  had  preach-  26  At  this  laft  place  they 

ed  in  this  town,  and  convin-  embarked  on  board  a  veffel, 
ced  a  confiderable  number,  of  and  lailed  to  Antioch — from 
the  truth  of  Chriftianity,  they  which  city  by  a  particular  di¬ 
mmed  back  and  revifited  vine  direction,  they  had  at 
Lyftra,  Iconium,  and  An-  firft  departed — being  expreff- 
tioch,  ly  deputed  to  that  office, 

22  eftablilhing  the  minds  which  they  had  now  fo  fully 
of  thole  they  had  converted,  and  faithfully  dilcharged. 

in  the  principles  of  the  gof-  27  Immediately  upon  their 
pel— exhorting  them  with  the  arrival  they  convened  the  af- 
moft  ear  neft  and  pathetic  im-  fern  bly  of  Chriftians,  and  gave 
portunity  to  adhere  to  the  them  a  circumftancial  account 
do&rincs,  of  whofe  truth  they  of  the  wonderful  fuccefs  with 
were  convinced  i  and  admo*  which  God  had  bleiled  them, 


and 


c  See  the  MSS. 
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and  what  an  harveftChriftiani- 
ty  had  begun  to  collet  among  ! 
the  Heathens. 

28  In. this  city  they  conti¬ 
nued  with  the  Chnftians  a 
con  Piderable  time. 


CHAP;  XV. 


1 


N  the  mean  time  fame 
.  perfons  that  came  from 
Jerufalem  told  the  Chnftians 
at  Antioch,  That  if  they  did 
not  fubmit  to  the  Mosaic  rite 
of  circumcifion  they  could 
not  obtain  future  happinefs. 

2  This  doctrine  bein, 
warmly  oppoied  by  Paul  an 
Barnabas,  and  occafioning 
great  debates  and  altercations, 
the  Chnftians  came  toa  deter¬ 
mination  to  difpatch  Paul  and 
Barnabas,  and  fome  others  of 
their  lociety,  to  the  apoftles 
and  fenior  Chnftians  at  Jeru¬ 
falem,  to  have  their  dedfion 
of  this  controverfy. 

3  Thefe,  therefore,  hav¬ 
ing  received  this  commilfton 
travelled  through  Phoenicia 
and  Samaria — in  all  the  places 
they  palled  acquainting  their 
-Chriftian  brethren  with  the 
converlion  of  the  Heathens 
—  an  event,  which  mlpired 
them  all  with  the  higheft 
tranlport.  . 

4  Upon  their  arrival  in  Je¬ 
rufalem  they  were  kindly  re¬ 
ceived  by  the  apoftles,  the  fe¬ 
mur  Chnftians,  and  the  whole 
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fociety  —  to  whom  they  mi¬ 
nutely  related  the  wonderful 
fuccefs,  with  which  God  had 
biefled  their  minifterial  la¬ 
bours  among  the  Heathens. 

5  Upon  this  fome  of  the 
fed!  of  the  Pharifecs,  who 
had  embraced  the  gofpel,  rofe 
up  in .  the  •  afiembly  and  de¬ 
clared  —  That  the  Heathen 
converts  ought  to  be  circum- 
cifed,  and  enjoined  a  ftrift 
obedience  to  the  laws  of 
Mofes. 

6  Hearing  this  variety  of 
fentiments,  the  apoftles  and 
ifenior  Chriftians  appointed  to 
meet  together,  in  order  to  dif- 
cu  Is-  this  tope. 

7  Here,  after  this  queftion 
had  been  long  agitated,  and 
had  mutually  excited  a  fan- 
guine  conteft,  Peter  flood  up, 
and  thus  addrelTed  the  af- 
fcmbly  — -  “  You  need  not 
be  informed,  mv  Chriftian 

w 

brethren  !  how  by  a  divine 
dire 61  ion  I  firjl  preached  the 
gofpel  to  the  Heathens,  and 
how  chearfuliy  they  embrac¬ 
ed  its  do&rines, 

8  and  how  worthy  they 
were  of  this  facrcd  privilege, 
the  great  God,  who  is  per- 
fedly  acquainted  with  the 
human  heart,  hath  abund¬ 
antly  evinced  by  imparting 
the  lamelpiritual  gifts  to  them 
as  to  ourfelves. 

9  By  the  communication 
of  the  blelfings  of  the  gofpel 

E  e  2  in 
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in  this  impartial  undiftin-  ner  in  which  God  was  pleaf- 
guilhing  manner,  he  hath  ed  to  exprefs  his  regards  for 
publickiy  manifefted  that  his  the  Heathens,  and  to  felect 
wiltlom  knows  no  diflinftion  from  among  them  the  vir- 
benvixt  them  and  us.  tuous,  as  objects  worthy  to 

10  Ought  you  then  to  op-  be  favoured  with  the  revela- 

pofc  the  divine  procedures,  tion  of  his  mind  and  will, 
and  limit  his  all-ciiffufive  be-  1 5  In  predidting  this  dif- 
nevolence  by  impofing  a  yoke  tinguiihed  event,  all  the  an¬ 
on  the  necks  of  thefe  Hea-  tient  prophecs  unanimoufiy 
then  converts,!  whofe  rigour  agree— -The  following  pro- 
and  feverity  bioth  your  an-  pnecy  is  clear  and  exprefs. 
ceftors  and  yourfelves  have  16  “In  the  laft  age  of 
judged  intolerable  ?  the  Jcwi/h  dilpenlation,  2  will 

1 1  Our  principles  are,  in-  naife  the  decayed  family  of 

deed,  the  fame  with  theirs  —  David  to  its  former  fplendor, 
for  we  believe  ithat  we  lhall  and  on  the  ruins  of  his  houle, 
attain  future  falvation  lolely  I  will  rear  a  moll  glorious 
through  the  gracious  difpen-  and  magnificent  ftructure : 
fation  of  our  Lord  JelusChrift  17  Into  this  grand  and  ca- 

*—  and  the  fame  fundamental  pacious  edifice,  men  of  all 
fentiments  they  all  enter-  ranks  and  orders,  without 
tain.**  diftindtion,  lhall  enter —  anti 

12  He  ended,  and  an  uni-  into  this,  alio,  lhall  all  the 
verfal  file  nee  enfued  —  Bar-  devout  and  virtuous  among 
nabas  and  Paulthen  gave  the  the  Heathens  be  admitted, 
aficmbly  a  circumftantial  re-  and  compote  together  one 
lation  of  their  amazing  fuc-  vail  and  harmonious  focietv 
cefs,  and  the  fignal  miracles  —This  revolution  I  will  ei- 
God  had  enabled  them  to  per-  fedl,  faith  the  creator  and 
form  among  the  Heathens.  govemour  of  univerfai  na- 

13  ‘When  they  had  con-  ture.** 

eluded  their  narration,  the  1 8  The  order  of  God*s  dif- 
apoltle  James  addrefled  him-  penlations,  from  the  begin- 
felf  to  the  alfembly  in  the  ning  to  the  end  of  time,  is  in- 
foliowing  manner— I  beg,  my  •  faU&bly  known  and  regularly 
Chriftian  brethren,  you  would  arranged  by  his  infinite  un¬ 
hear  my  fentiments  with  at-  derftanding. 
tention  and  candour.  1 9  Since,  therefore,  it  hath 

14  Peter  formerly  gave  us  pleafed  God  to  effect  this  a- 
a  minute  account  of  the  man-  mazing  event  among  the  Hea- 

*  thens, 
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thens,  we  ought  not,  in  my  t  ing  is  a  copy— The  apo tiles, 
judgment,  to  give  the  con-  I  the  fenior  Chriftians,  and  the 
verts  from  among  them  any  j  fociety  at  Jerufalem,  to  the 
farther  moleftation.  j  Chriftian  converts  among  the 

ao  It  is,  however,  neceifary  Heathens  in  Antioch,  Syria, 
to  charge  them  to  refrain  and  Cilicia, 
from  tatting  any  thing  that  24  Being  informed  that 
hath  been  devoted  to  an  idol,  fome  of  our  fociety  have  given 
and  to  admonith  them  againft  j  you  great  disturbance  by  cer- 

lewdnefs,  and  againft  eating  J  tain  principles  they  advanced 

any  animal  that  hath  been  j  among  you  5  ftrongly  aflert- 
ilrangled,  and  to  enjoin  abfti-  j  ing  the  abfolute  necefliry  of 
nence  from  blood.  j  circumcifion,  and  a  ftriift  con- 

2 1  And  in  order  that  thefe  |  formity  to  therites  of  the  Mo* 
injundtioDS  may  have  their!  foie  law— pofirions,  which 
proper  validity  and  force  up- 1  were  never  enjoined  by  any 
on  thefe  converts,  the  law  of  j  authority  from  us. 

Moles,  .  which  prefcribesl  25  we  judged  it  proper  to 
them,  is  read  every  fabbath  j  convene  a  gtsrerel  afiembly— 
in  ail  the  various d  fynagoguesj  in  which  we  came  to  an  una~ 
where  they  refpedtivdy  at- J  nimous  refolurion  to  delegate 
tend  ”  j  to  you  fome  fcleft  perfons  of 

22  This  propofol  met  with.l  this  fociety,  along  with  Paul 
univerfal  approbation — and  j  and  Barnabas,  our  dear  fel- 
the  apoftles,  the  fenior  Chrif-  j  low  Chriftians, 

rians,  and  the  whole  allemblyj  26  who  have  both,  as  you 
unanimoufly  agreed  to  de-j  know,  frequently  expofed 
pure  fome  kledl  perfons  outl  their  lives  to  the  moft  immi- 
of  the  fociety,  and  fend  them  j  nent  dangers,  for  their  in* 
along  with  Paul  and  Barna- 1  violable  and  zealous  attach- 
bas  to  Antioch— According-  J  menc  to  the  Chriftian  religion, 
ly  they  nominated  Judas  fir- J  2-7  We  have,  therefore, 
named  Barfabas,  and  Silas  j  deputed  Jude  and  Silas  to 
— perfons  of  the  firft  charac-j  you  with  this  letter— —who 
ter  among  the  Chriftians.  1  will,  in  perfon,  confirm  the 

23  They  then  drew  up  a  ]  fentiments  it  contains. 

letter  to  the  Heathen  con- !  28  For  both  .  the  di&ates 

verts  —  of  which  the  follpw-  -j  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  of  our 

d  The  Heathen  converts  had  not  at  yet  built  feparate  places  of  religions 
tforihip,  but  tvety  where  attended  divine  fervice  in  thejewilh  fynagoguc* . 

E  e  3  own 
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own  judgment,  have  harmo- 1  35  In  this  dty  Paul  and 

nioufly  united  to  impofe  no  I  Barnabas  re  fide  d  for  a  confi- 
other  burden  upon  you,  but  I  derablc  time — beingconftant- 
the  following  necefiary  in-  I  ly  engaged,  with  feveral  o- 
jundtions —  Jthers,  in  teaching  and  pro- 

29  To  abflain  from  anyjpagating  the  doctrines  of 
meat  that  hath  been  devoted  I  Chriftianity. 

to  an  idol — from  eating  any  I  36  It  happened,  fbmc  time 
animal  that  hath  been  ftrang- 1  after  this,  that  Paul  made  the 
led  —  to  refrain  from  blood  I  following  propofol  to  Barn  a. 

and  from  debauchery  —  1  bas-— Let  us,  laid  he,  take  a 
If  you  confcientjoufly  regard  I  journey  to  revifit  the  ftate  of 
thefc  prohibitions,  your  con- 1  the  Chriftians  in  every  one  of 
du£t  will  meet,  with  our  en-  J  thofe  towns  where  we  lately 
tire  approbation. — Farewel.”  1  preached  the  gofoel. 

30  The  melfengers  being  |  37  To  this  Barnabas  af- 

difmiffed  with  this  commit- 1  fented— and  propofed  taking 
Bon,  came  to  Antioch .  and  1  with  them  John,  furnamed 
convoking  the  aflembly,  do-  I  Mark. 

livered  to  them  the  letter.  I  -38  But  Paul  oppofed  this 

31  They  read  it — and  the  thinking  him  an  improper 
duties  it  prescribed  met  with  companion,  as  he  had  before 
Univerfol  approbation. :  [  abandoned  them  at  Pam- 
.  32  The  mefiengers,  Jude  |  phytia,  and  deforced  them  in 
and  Silas,  who  were,  eminent-  I  their  minifterial  labours. 

ly  endowed  with  fpiritual  |  39  Upon  this,  fuch  a  *  vjo- 

gifts,  pathetically  exhorted  1  lent  contention  arofe  as  ended 
them  in  many  public  dif-  J  in  a  mutual  reparation  - —  for 
courfes,  and  confirmed  their  |  Barnabas  took  Mark  and  fee 
minds  in  the  principles  and  |  fail  for  Cyprus, 
doctrines  of  Chriftianity.  I  .40  and  Paul,  taking  Silas 

33  After  they  had  ftaid  J  for  his  afiociate,  quitted  An- 
jfome  time  with  the  Chriftiahs  I  tioch— after  the  Chriftians  had 
in.  JVntioch,  they  returned,  I  recommended  them  both  to 
elated  with  joy,  to  the  apoftles  j  the  divine  blelfing. 

at  Jerufolem,  I  41  Paul  after  this  travelled 

34  but  Silasi  chofo  to  tarry  I  through  Syria,  and  Cilicia, 

longer  in  Antioch.  “  confirming  and  eftablifliing 


*■  is  a  very  ftrong  and  emphatical  expreffion,  and 

a  fliarp  altercation,  a  violent  quarrel. 


fl 
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the  feveral  congregations  of 
Chriftians  in  the  principles  of 
the  gofpel. 


CHAP.  XVI. 

i  TTE  then  travelled  to 
El  Derbe-! —  and  from 
thence  to  Lyftra,  where  he 
met  with  a  convert,  whole 
name  was  Timothy,  whole 
lather  was  a  Greek,  but  his 
mother  a  Jewefs  of  a  moft  a- 
miable  chara&er,  f  who  was 
now  a  widow. 

2  This  perfon  was  held  in 
univerfal  efteem  by  the  Chrif¬ 
tians  in  Lyftra  and  Iconium. 


the  gofpel,  and  their  numb- 
ers  augmented  every  day.  - 

6  After  they  had  travelled 
through  Phrygia  and  Galatia* 
they  intended  to  have  prole- 

cuted  their  journey  into  the 

proconfular  Alia,  but  were 
prohibited  by'  an  impul fe  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

7  Palling'  then  into  Myfia, 
they  defigned  to  go  into  fii* 
thynia*  But  again  their  de- 
ligns  were  annulled  by  the 
fuggeftions  of  the  Spirit, 

8  Traverfing  Myfia,  there* 
fore,  they  came  down  to 
Troas. 

q  In  this  town  Paul  had  the 


3  A  convert,  therefore,  of  fjfollovring  vjjfion  exhibited  to 

him 


io  diftinguiihed  a  charader 
Paul  was  defirous  of  taking 
along  with  him  for  his  com¬ 
panion — and  accordingly  cir- 
cumcifed  him  —  being  indu¬ 
ced  to  this  by  a  fear  of  incur¬ 
ring  the  relentment  of  the 
jews  in  that  country,  who  all 
knew  his  father  was  a  Greek. 

4  In  all  the  cities  which 

they  vifited,  they  gave  to  rhe 
Chriftian  aftemblies  a  copyof 
thofe  rules  which  the  apoftles 
and  fenior  Chriftians  at  Jerufa- 
lem  had  preferibed  for  the  di¬ 
rection  of  their  conduit. 

5  The  feveral  focieties  of 
Chriftians,  therefore,  were 
confi  rmed  in  the  principles  of 


A  perfon,  in  the  habit 
of  a  Macedonian,  ftood  be* 
fore  him,  and  in  the  moft 
fupplicant  terms  implored 
him  to  come  over  to  Mace* 
donia  and  a  (Tift  them. 

i  o  After  this  vifion  we  im¬ 
mediately  concluded  to  oofs 
over  to  Macedonia —  infer¬ 
ring  that  this  was  a  divine  ad¬ 
monition  to  us,  to  promulgate 
the  gofpel  in  that  country. 

j  i  Embarking,  therefore, 
from  Troas,  we  failed  with .  a 
[  favourable  g$Ic  to  Sa  mothrace 
—  and  ,the  next  day  arrived 
at  Neapolis. 

1 2  From  thence  we  came 
to  Philippi,  which  is  a  city 


f  See  Dr.  Mill  in  Ioc. 

E  e  4 


424  Vie  Acts  of  the  Apostles.  Chap.  xvi. 

in  the  firfi  partition  of  Mace-  |  Her  matters  had  employed 
donia,  and  a  Roman  colony  I  her  in  divination,  and  had 
— In  this  city  we  refided  forac  reaped  great  advantages  from 
time.  her  pretended  (kill  in  this 

1 3  On  the  fabbath  day  we  art. 

went  out  of  the  town  to  the  1 7  This  perfon  followed 
river  fide,  where  the  Jews  Paul  and  us,  crying  out  all 
had,  according;  to  cuftom,  the  way  with  a  moll;  vehe- 
ereded  an  *  Oratory — Here  ment  vociferation  —  Thefe, 
we  fat  down,  and  aadre  fifed  a  thefe  are  the  men,  who 
dilcourfe  on  the  Chriftian  re*  J  are  the  fervants  of  the  fu- 
ligion  to  the  women  who  preme  God !  Thefe  are  the 
were  there  aflembled.  perfons,  whom  the  Deity  hath 

14  Among  thefe  was  a  |  commifltoned  to  (how  men 

J>ious  and  devout  woman  cal- 1  the  road  to  everlafting  hap- 
ed  Lydia,  a  native  of  Thya- 1  pinefs ! 
tira,  a  dealer  in  purple— She  j  18  In  this  wild  and  extra- 

heard  the  do&rines  which  |  vagan t  manner  (he  continued 
Paul  advanced,  with  eager  atT  1  to  ad  for  a  very  confiderable 
tention — and:  thro*  the  good- 1  time  —  Paul,  at  laft,  being 
nc(s  of  God  was  convinced  of  j  greatly  diltre/fed  with  this 
their  truth.  I  unhappy  circumftance,  turn- 

1 5  After  we  had  baptized  j  ed  to  her,  and  faid  —  By  the 
her  and  her  family,  (he  with  J  authority  of  Jefus  the  Mcf* 
great  importunity  entreated  fiah,  I  charge  thy  diforder  this 
tiSj  as  ever  we  thought  fa*  moment  to  quit  thee  —  In- 
vourably  of  her  charter  as  ftantaneoufly  (he  was  reftored 
a  convert,  to  lodge  .  at  her  to  the  perfeft  ufe  of  her  rea- 
houfe — She  infixed  upon  our  foil  and  undemanding. 

compliance.  19  But  her  matters,  when 

§  — 16  It  happened  one  they  found  that  her  infani- 
day  as  We  were  going  to  ty  was  removed,  and  confe- 
the  Oratory,  a  maid  fervant,  quently  all  their  mercenary 
who  was  believed  to  be  poft  hopes  from  it  for  ever  ruin- 
fefibd  with  the  fpirit  of  the  ed,  were  inflamed  with  the 
Py thiati  Apollo*  met  us  -*-  mod  violent  rage  —  they 

t  tlfitt  I if&Mf  TK(  CxtofMttt  «•  T At  rr^KiVyjU 

Tf  $a\Ar tt ri  XtfTet  tb  TTATpisr  *8©-.  We  ordain  that  the  Jews 
oratories  by  the  fea  fide,  according  to  tie  cujlem  of  their  country. 

Lib.  c*  i a.  1  24 

Bdp  ubi  confiftps,  In  qua  te  quaere  fnfcucba,  Juv,  Sot.  3.  *15, 

feized 
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feized  Paul  and  Silas — drag- 1  the  doors  in  an  mftant  flew 
ged  them  into  the  forum  be- 1  open — and  the  (hackles  of  all 
tore  the  magiftrates,  I  the  ptiloners  dropped  to  the 

20  and  thus  addrefled  the  ground. 

prefzdcnts  of  that  court  — —  27  This  violent  concuflion 
“  Thefc  are  the  men,  who  awakening  the  keeper,  when 
have  excited  fuch  difturbance  .  he  faw  the  doors  of  the  pri- 
and  confuflon  in  the  town !  Ion  wide  open,-  be  drew  his 

21  They  are  Jews,  and  (word,  and  was  going  to 
have  been  moft  induftrioufly  plunge  it  in  his  bofom,  con- 
fprcadingj  fuch  religious  prin-  eluding  all  the  priioners  had 
ciples  and  ceremonies,  as  it  is  efcaped. 

unlawful  for  Romans  either  28  In  ttyat  crifis  Paul  cal- 
to  adopt  or  obferve.”  1  led  to  him  iwith  a  loud  voice 

22  This  ipeech  inftantly  1  —  entreating  him  not  to  lay 
kindled  the  rage  and  fury  of  1-  violent  hands  upon  himfelf— 
all  the  populace  againft  them T  aflitting  him  all  the  prifoners 
—and  the  magiftrates  imme- 1  were  fafe. 

diately  ordered  the  liftors  to|  2pTbe  jailor  then,  loon 

tear  off  their  upper  garments,  |  as  he  had  got  a  light,  rulhed 
and  beat  them  with  rods.  j  immediately,  into  the  dunge- 

23  After  they  had  in  Aided  on— his  whole  frame  convul- 
upon  them  this  pumfhment,  I  (ed  with  terrour  and  aftonilh- 
with  extreme  rigour  and  cru-  j  ment — and  proftrated  him- 
elty,  they  precipitated  them  j  felf  at  the  feet  of  Paul  and 
into  the  public  prifon— -giv- 1  Silas. 

ing  ftrift  orders  to  the  jailor  j.  30  After  he  had  brought 
to  fecure  them.  |  them  out,  he  laid  to  them— 

24  The  jail-keeper  upon  Sirs !  what;  muft  I  do  to  be 
receiving  fo  peremptory  an  laved! 

injunction,  confined  them  in  31  By  a  flneere  belief  in 
the  dungeon  and  fattened  the  truth  of  ChrifKanity,  they 
their  legs  in  the  flocks.  replied,  both  thou  and  thy 

25  But  about  midnight  as  I  family  will  attain  everlafling 
Paul  and  Silas  were  celebrate  I  falvation. 

ing  God  in  loud  and  fervent  I  .  32  They  then  gave  him 

flrains  of  devotion - which  I  and  his  family  an  account  of 

the  other  prifoners  overheard,  r  the  evidences  and  principles 

26  all  on  a  fudden  a  dread-  ]  of  the  Chriftian  religion. . 

fu)  earthquake  fhook  the  33  After  thi9,  the  jailor 
whole  prifon  to  its  bafis— all  I  warned  their  wounds—— and 

1  imme* 
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immediately  afterwards  he, 
and  ail  his  dorneifticks,  were 
baptized. 

34  He  then  brought  them 
ifcto  his  own  apartment 
fbread  a  table — and  both  him- 
telf  and  his  whole  family, 
who  had  now  prdfefled  their 
fiu  th  in  the  true  God,  were 
filled  with  facrea  and  cdlatic 
ttarcfport. 

35  Early  in  tfie  morning 
the  magiftrates  ftnt  the  lie- 
tors  to  the  prifon  with  an  or¬ 
der  to  the  keeper  for  the  two 
men  to  be  difmiflfed. 

3  6  Upon  this-  the  jailor  im¬ 
mediately  went  do  Paul  and 
feid — I  have  this  moment  re¬ 
ceived  an  order  from  Ourma- 

I  _ 

gi  fixates  to  releafc  you  — De¬ 
part  therefore,  and  may  uni- 
verfal  happiftefe  attend  you ! 

•  37  But  Paul  jfaid  to  the 
meflfengers— We  are  Roman 
citizens 


the  governours— who  were 
greatly  alarmed  and  terrified, 
when  they  underftood  they 
were  Roman  citizens. 

39  Accordingly  they  went 
in  perfon  to  the  jail  — — '  ad- 
drefied  them  with  great  civi¬ 
lity,  and  begged  them  in  the 
ffloft  refpemul  terms,  that 
they  would  quietly  leave  the 
town. 

40  Being  thus  efcorted 
out  of  pnfon  they  after¬ 
wards  went  to  Lydia’s  houfe, 
where  after  they  had  exhorted 
their  Chriftian  brethren  to  ad¬ 
here  to  their  profefiion,  they 
left  the  town. 


CHAP.  XVII. 


1  A  FTER  pafling  through 

Ampnipolis  and  A- 
pollonia  they  came  to  Theffa- 
I  ionica — in  which  city  there 
Your  magifixates  [  was  a  Jewilh  fynagogue. 

2  To  this  Paul  went,  as 


have  ordered  us  to  be  public-  f 


fy  fcourged  without  a  legal  [•  ufual,  and  for  three  fabbath 
trial*-— They  hjive  thrown 
us  into  a  dungeon  —  And 


would  they  now  have  us  foal 
away  in  a  fflent  and  cia ndef- 
tine  manner?  —  No !  —  Let  j| 
them  come  in  perfon,  -and 
conduit  us  out  chemfelves. 

38  The  lifto’ris  returned 
and  reported  this  anfwer  to 


days  together  interpreted,  in 
his  public  difcourics,  the  va- 

jrious  prophecies  of  the  Old 
i  Tcftament : 


3  giving  the  aflembly  an 
explication  of  the  various 
pafiages  that  exprefsly  indi¬ 
cated  the  fufonngs,  death > 
and  refurreltion  of  the  Mef- 


h  See  notc-en  Chap.  axil.  *$. 

1  There  is  a  rom^eraUe  addition  bat  in  die  Cambridge  MS.  which 
appears  to  me  the  genuine  reading* 

fiah, 


Ghap.xvii.  Vhe  Acts  of  the  Apostle'S. 


4*7 


fiah,  and  lowing  their  ac- 
compliftiment  in  Jefus  of  Na¬ 
zareth  —  whom  he  fokmriiy 
allured  them  was  that  Hhii- 
trious  perfon 

•r  it  /* 


who  have  (attire  whole  world 
lit  a  Same ! 

7  Thefe  beftaof  fociety  afO 
come  hither- — and  this  /alba 
hath .  given  them  a  friendly 


4  His  dHcourfes  convinced  l<and  hofpitabte  reception 


feme  of  the  Jews  of  the  ttnth 
ofChriftianity,  whoembr^ced 
and  adhered  to  the  do&rines 
that  Paul  and  Silas  advanced 
— a  very  confiderable  number 
alfo  of  the  devout  Greeks  and 
ladies  of  diflm&ion  became 

their  converts. 

5  But  thofe  of  the  Jews, 
who  remained  unconvinced, 
being  inftigated  by  rage  an& 
malice,  took  a  number  of 
profligate  and  abandoned 
wretches,  and  collecting  the 
mob,  foon  threw  the  whole 
town  into  the  laft  confufion 
— The  mob  immediately  be- 
fet  Jafon’s  houfe — broke  Into 
it — hoping  to  get  Paul  and 

his  companions  into  thefit 
power. 

6  After  they  had  fearched 
ft  through,  but  to  no  pur¬ 
pose,  they  dragged  Jafbn, 
and  fome  of  the  Chriftians 
before  the  governors  of  the 
city — vehemently  exclaiming 

“  Thefe,  thefe  are  the  men 


They  are  every  one  of  them, 
fwom  enemies  to  Caspar’s  go¬ 
vernment  > —  averting  ther£ 
is  another  *  emperor  befides 
him,  one  Jefus. 

S  The  city  and  the  ma- 
giftrates  Hearing  this  were 
gteady  alarmedand  diftreffed. 

9  Jafon,  however,  and  the 
other  Chriftians,  -giving  pro¬ 
per  Security  that  they  would 
behave  as  peaceable  fubje&s^ 
they  were  difiniffedx 

xo  But  the  ChrUtian  con¬ 
verts  in  die  town  haftened 
Paul  and  Silas  away,  and  con¬ 
duced  diem  by  night  to  Be- 
Upon  their  arrival  here 
they  went  into  the  Jewifh  fy- 
nagogue. 

1 1  The  Jews,  who  compo£ 

ed  this  allembly,  were  podelT 

ed  of  a  mare  nobk-anagener* 

ous  difpofition  than  thofe  who 
redded  in  Theffalonka — for 
they  embraced  the  Chriftian 
doctrines  with  chearfolnefe 
impartially  ■  examining 


-k  The  Greek  writers  very  often  call  the  Roquut  Emperors  Cavikm. 
Piatt  CaJJtut,  He rodi an,  Zt/auu,  are  fall  of  inftances.  HvfMtmuKAuj** 
7«  Ctt aiMw<,  The  Emperor’s  life-guards.  Htroman,  p.  ig.  Edit.  Oxon . 

1  See  the  Varioos  LefHons  in  Dr.  Mill. 

“  Avflxc ivavju.  This  word  is  a  fortnfic  term,  and  is  generally  tiled 
for  txamihing  witnefles  and  priiboers.  AMtfiropitM  ts  rpennyv.  Iking 
fxamined  by  the  Raman  general.  Polybius,  p.  115.  Edit,  Hvwv,  1619. 
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the  fcriptures  every  day,  that  J  and  returned — being  charged 
they  might  judge  for  them- 1  by  him  with  a  commiffion  to 
(elves  on  what  foundation  j  Silas  and  Timothy  to  come  to 
thefe  principles  were  fup-  ]  him  as  foon  as  poflible. 

ported.  1  §—16  During  the  time 

1 2  The  refult  of  which  di-  j  that  Paul  waited  at  Athens 

ligent  enquiry,  was,  the  con-  j  for  their  coming,  his  fpirit 
vi&ion  ot  great  numbers  oft  “glowed  with  indignation  to 
them — Several  Greek  ladies  I  fee  the  whole  city  entirely  de- 
alfo  of  diftinttion,  and  others  1  voted  to  the  worfhip  of  idols, 
of  the  Heathens  embraced  1  17  He  therefore  freely  de- 

Chriftianity.  j  iivered  his  fentiments  in  the 

13  But  no  (boner  did  the  i  fynagogue,  to  the  Jews  and  to 

Jews  in  Tbefialonica  receive  j  other  devout  per  Ions  —  and 
information  that  Paul  was  I  everyday  pubiickly  difeourf- 
propagadng  the  Chriftian  re- I  ed  in  the  forum,  to  the  peo- 
ugion  at  Beraea,  but  they  I  pie.  who  attended  there, 
hafted  thither —  and  Ipiritedi  2  3  Then  Tome  of  die  Epi- 

up  the  populace.  curean  and  Stoic  philofophers 

14.  Upon  this  the  Chrif-  entered  into  a  conference  with 
tlans  intently  fecir  Paul  out  of  him — during  which,  iorne  of 

the  town  towards  the  lea  fide  the  audience  laid  to  each  other 

•  — 

- - But  Silas  and  Timothy  —What  principles  would  this 

Rayed  behind  in  the  city.  0  idle  prater  eftablilh  ?  — He 
1 5  Thofe  who  now  efcortr  appears  to  us,  others  faid,  to 
ed  Paul,  conducted  him  to  be  defirous  to  introduce  fome 
Athens — where  they  left  him  new  and  foreign  divinities  a* 

*  n«p»£v»<r»  is  a  very  eapbatical  word,  and  fignifies  to  provoke, 

vtajpcrait.  Salon  beirjg  neither  willing  to  Hatter  him  nor  to  txa/penue 
him  any  farther,  orn&dfcwut,  flmareS  Salon,  p.  171.  Thefe  things  tx- 
njftraud  him  not  a  litUe,  Id.  6Sj.  Vexed  and  oxafperottd. , 

cpyiabut  rtAi  TeLpt£ot6u(-  Jd,  p.  6go.  The  Macedonians  were  dread, 
folly  txajptraied,  nro.t.  Id,  p.  1073.  He  exafftraud  the  fol- 

ditts,  'srapfirijupf*  Id*  p.  i  Edit*.  Gr -  8w,  Stefb*  Cains  was  Hill 

more .  axajftraitd  it  this,  •srapafym. rb*  Polybius  y  p.  262.  Being  exaf* 
perattd  at  all  theft  things,  TafvtvrB%vTti*  Polybius^  p«  276*  Edit* 
Hanm* 

•  STf figtAfies  a  wild,  incoherent  talker,  an  idle  rambling 

•prater*  Nat rnx»<  nrtpfj,oAoyuu9  The  ribaldry  of  failors*  Phttascb  Al- 
cibiadn  arhpmir&f  Dipmf*  Halt  car  y  PqL  i.  p.  710.  Hud/on, 

Oxon.  7 aiiast  tells  us  die  Pagans  Cfued  the  ChrUUansidlc  and  imper¬ 
tinent  praters :  tas  *«*fjju* xayxt  vfutf  rofurtTt*  Tatia# 

Oratio  contra  Grecos,  p,  146*  Paris  1630* 
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mong  os  —  They  were  led.  ing  a  lurvcy  of  the  religious 
into  this  notion  by  his  men- 1  honours  you  pay  to  the  varl- 
tion  of  Jesus  and  the  Rb-IJous  deities  you  worfhip,  l 
sur  rection.  :j  chanced  to  find  an  altar  with 

1 9  After  this  they  feized  him,  1  this  mfcription.  To  the  utr- 
and  carried  him  before  the  |  known  Gbo — This  Divinity 
court  of  Areopagus — When  :|  whom  you  veqerate  under  the 
he  flood  before,  this  tribunal.  1  title  of  unbwmy  I  now  pro- 
they  thus  interrogated  him*  !  claim  amojng  you. 

Will  you  give  us  a  diftinSj  24  For  this  Divinity  was 
account  of  the  principles  yoti  |  the  folc  creator  of  the  world 
have  advanced  amongft  us  i  rand  of  every  being  it  contains' 

20  For  you  have  been  pro- 1  —This  t)ivinity  is  the  uni- 
pagating  a  fet  of  notions,  to  I  verfal  govemour  of  heaven 
which  we  are  entire  ftrangers  and  of  earth — whole  immen- 
—  We  therefore  demand  of  I  (tty  cannoit  be  circumfcribed 
you  a  clear  explicarion  of  thefc I  in  templet  reared  by  mortal 
tenets  — *  and  what  induced  I  hands. 

you  to  adopt  them  ?  ■  1  25  Nor  is  this  glorious  Be- 

2 1  For  all  the  Athenians,  |  ing  to  be  Nvorlhipped  by  any 

and  the  foreigners  who  refid-  J  works  the  art  or  mortals  can 
ed  in  that  city,  employed  their  I  effed,  as  If  he  required  any 
hours  in  nothing  elle,  but  in  ]  additions  to  his  effential  hap- 
either  advancing,  or  hearing  I  pinefs — foir  he  is  the  lupreme 
advanced,  fomethingthat  was I  fource  of  exiftence,  the  great 
new  and  Angular.  I  fountain  of  life,  and  the  origi- 

22  Paul  then  ftanding  in  1  nat  donor  of  happinels  to  all 
the  midft  of  the  court,  thus  I  his  creatures. 

addrefied  thefe  venerable  |  2  6  From  one  Jingle  individu- 

judges  —  “  Your  facred  re- 1  al  did  this  Being  originally 
verence  for  p  religion,  O I  form  the  whole  race  of  man- 
Athenians,  appears  from  e- 1  kind,  that  have  exifted  in  e- 
very  feene  and  place  I  fee  I  very  paft  age  and  nation  in  the 
around  me.  I  world— -The  various  difpen- 

23  For  as  I  was  palling  I  fations  of  thele  his  rational 
through  your  city,  and  tak-  J  creatures  hath  his  infinite  wif- 

p  AusrtS'oufj.ovtnpxf  very  devout,  very  pious  votaries  of  religion, 
Ai/atS'AifJLonn  is  very  often  ufed  in  a  good  fen  fe,  and  fignifics  religion. 
Confute  Ads  xxv.  19.  Claudius  in  his  edift  commands  the  Jrwt  not  to 
vilify  the  religions  of  other  countries.  Put  tPaif>oti*s .  Jojiph.  p.  866,  t8. . 
Hudjin. 

dom 
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dom  from  all  eternity  arranged  |  art  and  genius  of  man  have 

—  -and  hath  marked  the  re-  j  been  laviihed  upon  them. 

4pe£bive  age  and  nation,  in  I  30  At  the  preceding  ages, 
which  they  are  to  live,  with  j  in  which  men  wilfully  deviat- 
infallible  precifion  :  l  ed  into  thefe  grofs  and  im- 

2  7  the  great  end  of  their  1  pious  errors,  the  great  God 
exigence  being  to  investigate  I  was  pleafed  to  connive — But 
and  explore  the  being  andjlwte  he  loudly  proclaims  to  all 
perfections  of  the  Supreme  |  men,  in  all  nations,  the  ne- 

- if,  indeed,  they  would  |  cefllty  of*  repentance  and  re- 

be  difpofed,  by  the  exercifef  formation  of  life, 

of  their  rational  faculties,  !  31  becaufe  he  hath  ap- 

to  attain  this  idea - and!  pointed  a  folemn  day,  in 

this  idea  obtrudes  itfelf  upon  |  which  the  whole  univerfe  of 
all — fince  we  are,  every  one  j  rational  beings  will  be  judged 
of  us,  perpetually  encircled  I  .with  impartial  equity  by  a 
by  his  immenfity.  j  perfon,  to  whom  he  hath  af- 

28  For  it  is  Jolety  to  the’!  iigned  this  arduous  province 

conftant  exertion  of  his  provi-  j - and  God  hath  publickly 

dence  that  we  ftand  indebted  I  fet  his  feal  to  this  grand  e- 
for  every  breath  that  we  draw  j  vent  by  railing  this  perfon 

—  for  every  motion  we  per- 1  from  the  dead.” 

form — and  for  the  continu-  j  32  They  no  fooner  heard 
ance  of  every  bleflSng  we  pof-  j  him  mention  the  refurre&ion 
fefs — extremely  juft,  there-  j  of  dead  men  to  life  —  but  it 
fore,  is  the  following  expref-  j  immediately  excited  the  high- 
fron  of  one  of  your  ’  poets  — —  1  eft  banter  and  derilion  — •  O- 
Xl  One  great  firft  Caufe  informed  j  thers  of  them,  however,  laid 
its  witbbeing .**  j— We  ihall  be  glad  to  hear 

29  Since  therefore  we  de-  J  you  difeourfe  again  on  this 
rived  our  being  from  ibis  great  J  fobjeCh 

frft  Caufe ,  it  would  be  the!  33  Paul  then  left  the  af- 
higheft  abfurdity  and  dero- 1  fembly. 
gat  ion  from  the  Honour  duel  34  There  were,  notwith- 
to  him,  to  imagine.  That  the  |  Handing,  tome  perfons,  who 
Dignity  can  be  worthily  exhi- 1  were  convinced  of  the  truth 
bited  by  ftatues  of  gold,  fil- 1  of  his  doftrines  and  embraced 
ver,  or  marble,  tho’  all  the  j  them — Among  whom  were 


*  Aratvs • 


Dionyfius 
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Dionyfius  a  member  of  the  fu- : 
preme  court  of  Areopagus, 
and  one  Damans  a  lady  of  | 
diftin&ion. 

I 

* 

CHAP.  XVIII.  ii 

I- 

r 

i  DAUL  after  quitting 
A  Athens  travelled  to  Co¬ 
rinth. 

2  Here  he  met  and  afioci-  \ 
ated  with  a  Jew  called  Aqui- 
la,  a  native  of  Pontus,  Who 

had  lately  fled  hither  wkh  his 
wife  Prilcilia  —  the  emperor 
Claudius  having  ifiued  an r  e- 

dift,  by  which  all  the .  Jews 

in  Rome  were  ordered  to  a- ' 
bandon  the  city  immediately* , 

3  And  being  both  of  them  i 

tentmakers,  the  apoftle  refid-  ; 

ed  with  them  and  *  worked  at 
this  occupation : 

4  But  every  fabbath  day  1 
he  delivered  public  difcourfes 
in  the  fynagogue — addrefling 1 
the  moft  importunate  exhorta¬ 
tions  to  Jews  and  Heathens  j 
to  embrace  the  gofpel.  I 

5  But  upon  the  arrival  of : 
Silas  and  Timothy  from  Ma¬ 
cedonia,  Paul  was  animated 
with  the  greateft  ardor  and 
zeal,  and  publickly  aflerted, 
among  all  the  Jews,  in  the 


llrongeft  terms.  That  the  late 
jefus  was  the  great  Meffiah. 

6  This  meeting  with  the 
warmeft  opposition,  and  they 
loading  him  and  his  principles 
with  abufilve  language,  he 
turned  to  them,  ana  alter 
having  fbkmnly  (haken  hk 
upper  garments,  {aid— Tour 
future  perdition  is  your  own 
wilful  and  .  voluntary  a&  and 
choice— By  tins  public  a&ion 
I  declare  to  all,  that  I  am  not 
acceflary  to  it  —  For  the  fu¬ 
ture  1  devote  mylelf  to  die 
conversion  of  die  Heathens. 

7  H&vipg  (aid  this  he  im¬ 
mediately  quitted  the  fynar 
gogue,  and  went  into  an  houfe 
contiguous  to  it,  in  which 
one  Juftus  lived,  a  perfon  of 
exemplary  piety. 

8  Crifjpus,  however,  the 
president  of  the  fynagogue 
and  his  whole  family  embrac¬ 
ed  the  CKriftian  religion  — 
Great  numbers  alio  of  the 
Corinthians  were  convinced 
of  its  truth,  and  were,  by 
baptifm,  publickly  initiated 
into  the  profeflion  of  it. 

9  After  this,  the  following 
words  were  addrefied  to  Paul 
in  a  dream,  by  a  divine  direc¬ 
tion—  “  Be  not  intimidated 


r  Thu  fafl  is  attefted  by  Suetonius.  Judxos  iqpulfore  Chrefto  affidue 
tumultuantes  Roma  expulit.  Sutton.  in  Claud,  c.  25.  p.  544.  Edit.  Var. 
8  vo. 

r 

•  Styw  S'  tSa  era/©"  .ttytn  Si  r*  trttS&*  HeJhS,  Vet.  300. 

— Publifh 
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• — Publish  the  Chriftian  reli-  had  you  detefted  this  perfon 
gion  with  undaunted  refolu-  in  lome  flagrant  aft  of  in- 
don.  juftice,  or  impeached  him  of 

10  For  thou  haft  an  om-  feme  atrocious  crime,  my 
nipotent  Being  to  aid  thee,  duty,  as  a  magiftrate,  would 
and  no  one  fhall  be  permit-  have  engaged  me  to  have 
ted  to  offer  the  feaft  injury  to  given  the  caufe  an  accurate 
thy  perfon  —  Publickly  af-  and  impartial  examination, 
fert,  therefore,  the  truth  of  I  15  But  if  tlm  be  only  a 
Chriftianity,  with  undifmayed  difputc  about  a  nicety  in 
fortitude— for  there  is  in  this  fpeculation  —  about  the  au- 
city  a  large  harveft  of  wellr  thority  of  a  name  —  or  fome 
dtfpofed  perfons,  which  ftill  dubious  point  in  your  law,  do 
remains  to  be  gathered  in.  you  agitate  it  among  your- 

1 1  Accordingly  the  apoftle  felyes  —  For  1  fhall  not  fit 
reffded  at  Corinth  a  year  and  as  judge  upon  any  fuch  punc- 
half— diligently  employed  in  tilios. 

promulgating  and  explaining]  16  Having  laid  this,  he 
the  principles  of  the  gofpel.  ordered  the  liftors  to  drive 

§  —  12  *  Gallio  being  at  them  out  of  courc. 
that  time  proconful  of  Achaia,  1 7  The  “  Jews,  incenfed  at 
the  whole  body  of  the  Jews;  this  difappointment,  direftly 
in  Corinth  rofe— feized  Paul  feizedSofthcneswhohad  been 
by  violence  -  and  hurried  one  of  the  prefidents  of  their 
him  before  his  tribunal.:  fynagogue,  and  Jcourged  him 

13  Exclaiming  —  This  is  publickly  before  the  tribunal 

the  perfon,  who  is  incdfantly  —  But  Gallio  continued  un- 
perluading  men.  to  worfhip  moved,  nor  was  their  info- 
God  in  a  way  that  our  law  lence  able  to  inftigate  him  to 
doth  not  juftify.  interpofe  in  the  prefent  dif- 

14  The  apoftle  going  to  pute. 

offer  a  vindication  of  his  con-  18  Paul  continued,  after 
duft  and  principles,  Gallio  this  incidenc,  a  confiderable 
anticipated  him,  by  faying  to  time  at  Corinth  —  At  length 
his  accufers  —  Ye  Jews  1 1  taking  leave  of  the  Chriftian 

•  » 

*  Gallio  was  the  elder  brother  of  the  celebrated  Philofopher  Seneca, 
Ntrtf  *  tutor,  and  is  often  mentioned  in  his  writings.  Solebam  tibi  dicerc 
GalHonem  fratrem  meum,  Sec.  Semtet Nat.  <efi,  prxht.  p.  525.  Lib.  4. 
Iliad  mihi  in  ore  erat  domini  mei  Galiionis,  Sec.  Epid.  104.  fubinic. 
p.  455*  Edit,  Blatu.  izmo. 

'  *  O/  Ufa. tw  is  the  genuine  reading.  See  MSS. ' 

fociety 
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fociety,  he  embarked  on  board 


m 


a  veflcl  for  Syria,  along  with' 
Aquila  and  Prifcilla — -after 
he  had  fhaved  his  head  at 
Cenchrea  on  account  of  a  re¬ 
ligious  vow. 

19  Upon  his  arrival  in 
Ephefus,  where  he  left  his 
two  companions,  he  went,  as 
ufual,  into  the  Jewifli  fyna- 

gogue,  and  publickly  addref- 
fed  a  d.ifcourfe  on  the  Chris¬ 
tian  revelation  to  the  aflfem- 

bly. 

20  They  afterwards ftrong- 
ly  importuned  him  to  make 
fome  ftay  with  them— but  he 
would  not  confent : 

I 

2 1  Telling  them,  when  he  ! 
took  his  leave  of  them,  That 
he  was  under  an  abiblute  ne- 

ceffity  to  celebrate  the  ap¬ 
proaching  folemhity  at  Jeru¬ 
salem  —  but  that  he  propofed 
with  the  ble/Cng  of  God  to 
revifit  them— Embarking 
from  Ephefus, 

2  2  he  came  to  Cariarea  — 

. 

and  from  thence  went  up  to 
J  erufalem  —  W  here  after  he 
had  juft  watted  upon  the 
Chriftians  there,  he  came 

down  to  Antioch. 

23  After  having  ftayed 
here  for  fome  time,  he  tra- ! 
veiled,  in  a  regular  order, 
from  one  Chriftian  fociety  to 
another,  through  Galatia  and 
Phrygia,  inftrutting  and  e- 
ftablilhing  his  former  con¬ 
verts  in  their  principles. 

VOL.  1. 


§  —  24  Ik  the  mean  time 
there  arrived  at  Ephefus,  a 
Jew,  whofe  name  was  A- 
pollos,  a  native  of  Alexandria 

—  a  perfon  diftinguiihed  for 

his  eloquence  and  -fuperior 
I  knowledge  of  the  holy  ferip- 
|  tures.  : 

\  25  This  perfon  was  en- 

;  dowed  with  a  fmgular  fervor 
j  and  zeal  —  and  in  his  public 

;  difeourfes  {Accurately  repre¬ 
sented  the  true  nature  of  the 
Meffiah’s  kingdom — tho*  he 
knew  no  moreofChriftianity 
than  what  John  the  Baptift, 
during  his  miniftry,  had  de¬ 
clared. 

26  DKcourling  on  this  fob- 
jeft  with  great  freedom  and 
liberty,  Aquila  and  Prifcilla, 
who  were  his  auditors,  in- 
vited  him  toj  their  houfo,  and 
furnilhed  him  with  a  more 
explicit  and  accurate  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Chriftian  religion. 

27  Intending  fome  time 
after '  to  travel  into  Achaia, 
the  Chriftiahs  urged  him  to 
undertake  this  journey — and 
wrote  letters  of  recommen¬ 
dation  to  the  Chriftian  focie- 
ties  there  —  who  accordingly 
gave  him  at  kind  reception 

—  In  this  country  he  did  di- 
ftinguifhed  fervice  to  the  caufe 
of  Chriftianity : 

28  For  by  the  powers  of 
his  eloquence  and  his  emi¬ 
nent  (kill  in  the  feriptures,  he 
publickly  refuted  all  the  ob- 

F  f  jettions 
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jeftions  of  the  Jews— demon-  {.  fdp 
titrating  from  the  antienn  pro¬ 


phecies  that  Jpfus  of  Naza¬ 
reth  was  the  true  Meffiah. 


CHAR  XIX. 

1  T  N  the  mean  time  while 
*  Apolios  was  at  Corinth, 
Paul,  having  travelled  over 
the  upper  parts  of  Alia  mi¬ 
nor,  arrived  at  Ephefus  - - 

where  meeting  with  a  num¬ 
ber  of  converts 
}  • 

2  he  alked  them — Jf  they 
had  been  endowed  with  fpv 
rituai  gifts  linen  their  embra¬ 
cing  the  Chriftian  religion 


§*?»♦  ... 

6  Paul,  having  faid  this, 

|  laid  his  hands  upqn  them 
inland  y  an  eftufion  of  the 
holy  fpirit  enfued — they  lpoke 
yaripus  languages — and  by  a 
divine  imp  vile  publickly  de¬ 
livered  inftruttive  truths. 

7  The  number  of  thefe 
peribns  was  about  twelve. 

§ — —8  P.urjng  his  refi- 
cfcnce  in  this  city  he  conftant- 
ly  frequented  the  fynagogue 
- for  the  fpace  of  three 

months  delivering  public  dif- 
CQUrfes  there  with  great  fpirit 
and  freedom,  and  inculcating 


never  heard  that  any  iuch  lpr 
pernatura!.  powers  had  ever 
been  conferred. 

3  Into  what  principles 
then,  faid  he,  were  ye  opp-  1 
tized  *  — — •  The  principles^  * 
they  replied,  into  which  John 
the  Baptift  initiated  thofe  who 
reforted  to  his  baptifm. 

4  “  The  foie  view  of  John’s 
baptifm,  anfwered  Paid,  W2£ 
to  promote  repentance  and  a- 
mendment  of  life  in  order.,  to 
difpofe  men,  as  he  told  the 
crowds  that  repaired  to  him, 
for  the  reception  of  his  great 
focceffor — who  was  J elus  of 
Nazareth  die  true  Mefliah. 

5  And  thofe,  continued 
he,  who  at  that  time  believ¬ 
ed  John’s  do&rine  were,  in 
effeft,  baptized  into  the  pro- 


the  do&rines  of  Chnftianity 
with  all  the  powers  of  per¬ 
fusion. 

9  But  when  fome  of  the 

Jews  wilfully  remained  un¬ 
convinced,  and,  before  all 
the  aflembly ,  loaded  the  C  hri  f- 
tian  fcheme  with  every  op¬ 
probrious  infult  and  calum¬ 
ny,  Paul  abandoned  the  Sy¬ 
nagogue,  feparated  the  Chrif- 
tian.  converts  from  the  Jewifh 
congregation,  and  from  that 
time  appointed  to  meet  in  the 

fchool  of  one  Tyrannus - 

where  he  every  day  publick¬ 
ly  ipftru&cd  them  in  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  gofpel. 

10  Here  he  continued  his 

minifterial  labours  for  two 

yfars- — By  which  means  all 

the  inhabitants  of  Alia  minor, 

both  Jews  and  Greeks,  be¬ 
came 
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came  acquainted  with  the  j  in  this  condition  obliged  them 
do&rines  of  the  Chriftian  re-  j  to  fly  out  of  the  houle;  with 
ligton.  I  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

11  During  this  his  refi-  j  17  With-  this,  incident  ail 

dence  God  alio  enabled  him  [  the  Jews  and  Greeks;  in  E- 
to  work  many  fignal  mira- I  phefus  foon  became  acquaint- 
cles :  .1  edf— and  it  uni  verfally  ft  ruck. 

12  For  handkerchiefs  and]  them  with  a  facrcd  awe,  and- 
aprons  were  carried  from  him,  J  with  the  moft  refpe&ful  reve- 
and  being  laid  on  the  indifpof-  ]  rence  for  the  name  of  the 
ed,  all  their  various  diforaers  I  Lord  Jefus;- 

were  inftantly  expelled,  and]  18  Upoq, thifr occafion too, 
they  were  reinftated.  in  perfect  I  great  numbers  of  thole,  who* 

health - the  moft  obftinate.l  had  embraced-  Chriftianicyv 

meianchoiyand  madnefs  yield- 1  came  to  the  apoftlc— a n d  with 
ed  to  the  touch  of  thefe.  I  great  remorfe  eonfefled  the 

13  Flattered  by  thefe  ope-  j  criminal  pradtices-  of  -this  kind '? 
rations  feme  travelling  Jews,  I  they  had  formerly  been  guilty 
who  pretended  to  a  power  of  I  of ; 

exorcifing  daemons,  attempt-},  19  and  a  confiderable  n  tim¬ 
ed  to  expel  them  from  feme  j'ber  of  thefe  finqere  penitents* 
in  fane  perfons  by  folcmnly  I  brought  all  the.  books  they* 
pronouncing  over  them  the  1  had  which  treated  of  this  idle; 
name  of  Jefus — faying — We  |  abfurd  fcience  of  magic,  and 
adjure  you  by  that  Jefus  whom  j  publickty  burnt  them— The 
Paul  preaches,  Depart!  ]  value  or  thefe  books,  which 

14  There  were  fcven  of  were  now  eonfuijned,  amount- 

them,  the  fens  of  Sceva  the  ed,  according  to  a  calculation 
Jewifti  high  prieft,  who  now  then  taken,.  p*  fifty  thoulandt 
adted  in  this  manner.  pieces  of  Giver. 

15  The  infane  perfon  feid  20  In  this  iLLuftrious  and. 

to  them — Jefus  I  know,  aiid  powerful  maimer  did  Chrifti- 
I’aul  1  know,  but  who  are  anity  flourife  and  triumph.  0- 
you !  ver  all  opposition. 

16  Having  faid  this,  he  §  —  21  Aktbr  this  Paul 
furioufly  rulhed  upon  them—  formed  a  resolution  to  take  a. 
and,  his  madnefs  redoubling  tour  through  Macedonia  and. 
his  ftrength,  all  their  united  Achaia,  to  Jerufalem,  and 
force  could  not  reftrain  him  |  from  thence  to  vifit  Rome. 

- he  tore  their  cloaths  in  I  vi  Accordingly  he  dif- 

pieces — wounded  them — and  patched  two  of  his  afloeiates, 

F  f  2  Timothy 
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Timothy  and  Eraftus,  to  Ma- 1  are  all  intercfted,  but  ftrikes 

cedonia - but  himfelf  ftaid  I  at  the  very  foundation  of  that 

fome  time  in  Afia  after  he  I  fanftity  which  is  due  to  the 
had  difmified  them.  1  temple  of  our  iUuftrious  god- 

23  But  during  this  inter- 1  deft  Diana-being  calculated 

val there  happened  a  dreadful  I  to  bring  her  divinity  into  u- 
feene  of  contufi^n  and  diftur- 1  niverfal  contempt  —  her  ia- 
bance  about  theChriftian  re- I  cred  divinity,  which  not  only 
ligion,  on  the  following  oc-  I  all  Afia,  but  all  the  world  re- 
cafion.  I  ligioufiy  venerate.” 

24  One  Demetrius  a  filver- 1  28  This  Jpeech  inflamed 

fmith,  who  had  acquired  an  j  the  aflcmbly  with  rage  and 
immenfe  fortune  by  cafting  I  madnefs— Inftantly  they  raif- 
little  filver  models,  in  minia-  l  ed  a  loud  and  confufed  cla- 
ture,  of  the  temple  of  Diana,  Jmour,  repeating  —  Great  is 

2  5  one  day  collefted  toge- 1  Diana  of  the  Ephefrans ! 
ther  all  the  artifhs  he  employ- 1  29  The  whole  city  im- 

ed,  and  thus  harangued  them  |  mediately  caught  the  alarm, 
—  “  I  need  not,  inform  you,  I  and  was  filled  with  the  mod 
Sirs!  what  prodigious  advan- 1  tumultuous  uproar  and  con- 
tages  we  have  all  of  us  deriv- 1  fufion  —  They  feized  Gaius 
ed  from  that  branch  of  bur  l  and  Ariftarchus,  both  Mace- 
finefs  in  which  we  are  con- I  donians,  and  companions  of 
cerned.  I  Paul - and  dragged  them 

26  Neither  can  you  be  ig-  into  the  theatre. 

norant,  what  an  aftonifhing  re-  30  Paul  hearing  of  the  face 

volution  this  Paid  bath  occaJ  of  thele  men  declared  his  in- 

+  • 

fioned  not  orily  ill  this  city,  tention  of  following  them  in- 
but  almoft  in  all  cheprocon-  to  the  theatre — but  the  Chrif- 
fular  Afia — and  what  nunrtV  dans  reftrained  him. 
bers  have  been  alienated,  by  31  Some  too  ot  the  go- 
his  delufive  perftiafioAs,  fronf  vernora  of  Afia  propria,  who 
their  attachment'  to  the  e-  were  his  friends,  lent  to  him, 
ft&blifhed  wOrffetp  — -  public-  and  advifed  liim,  by  no  means 
1  proclaiming;  every  wherev  to  commit  himfelf  to  the  mcr- 
and  expofing  the  abfurdity  of  cy  of  an  incenfed  rabble, 
adoring  gdds  that  human  arc  |  32  The  tumult  continued 

hath  formed.  1  —fome  bellowing  one  thing, 

27  A  do&rtrie,  which  fa- 1  fbme  another  —  hoc  the  mob 

tally  endangers'  dot  only  that  |  that  was  now  collected  to- 
lucrative  article,  in  which  we  j  gether 

+  4  * 
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get  her,  were  wound  up  to 
the  high  eft  pitch  of  violence 


and 


ury 


tho*  the  ma¬ 


jority  of  them  knew  not  what 
it  was  that  had  brought  them' 
together. 

33  In  the  midft  of  this 
coniufed  feene  the  Jews  pufh- 
ed  forward,  and  placed  one 
Alexander  on  an  eminence— 
He  being  exalted  above  the 
crowd,  made  a  motion  to 
chan  wich  his  hand,  intend' 
mg  in  a  formal  harangue 
to  exculpate  the  Jews  from 
any  concern  in  the  prefent 
riot. 

34  But  the  mob  nofooner 
underftood  that  he  was  a  Jew, 
than  they  pierced  the  air  with 
their  confufcd  cries,  repeat* 
ing  for  two  hours  together— 
Great  is  Diana  of  the  Ephe- 

fians  1 

3  5  After  this  the  recorder 
of  the  city,  having  by  his 
authority  qualhed  the  riot 
and  fuppreiTed  the  tumult, 
thus  add  re  fled  them  —  “  O, 
ye  Ephefians !  Can  any  per¬ 
son  be  a  ftranger  to  that  pro* 
found  and  inviolable  reve¬ 
rence  which  the  city  of  E- 
phefus  pays  to  its  great  tu- 

odde: 


celar  Goddefs  Diana,  and  to  I  of  the  prefent  difturbance 


that  facred  Statue,  which  fell 
down  from  w  Jupiter  ? 

3  6  Since,  therefore,  this  is 

an  undifputed  truth,  never 
called  in  queftion  by  any  one, 
it  was  certainly  incumbent 
upon  you  to  have  behaved 
with  greater  prudence  and 
decency,  and  not  have  been 
guilty  of  fo  ra(h  and  preci¬ 
pitate  a  conduit. 

37. For  you.  have  appre* 
hended  and  .  abuied  thefe 
men,  who  have  neither  been 
guilty  of  Jicrikge,  or  ever 
treated  your  Goddefs  with 
any  irreverent  language. 

38  If  Demetrius  and  his 
workmen  have  juft  com¬ 
plaints  agajnft  any  perfon, 
there  are  magiftrates,  and 
there  are  proconfuls,  who 
will  impartially  hear  and  de¬ 
cide  their  caufe. 

39  Or  if  you  are  defirous 
that  any  other  important 
point  Jhould  be  determined, 
let  it  be  examined  and  agi¬ 
tated  in  a  lawful  and  regular 
court. 

40  For  let  me  allure  you, 
That  we  ard  in  danger  of  be¬ 
ing  called  upon,  by  our  fu- 
periors,  to  give  an  account 


w  Orrr<T«f.  The  avarice  of  the  priefts  forged  this  abfard  foperiH 

force  concerning  die  f; 


rale.  The  Remans  were  taught  the  fo 

Audit  a . 

Ecce  levi  feutum  verfatam  lenitcr  aura 
Pccidit - -  Ovid.  Faffij 

Ff  3 


arcs  concerning 


ttous 

facred 


¥3® 
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-—arid  it  is  tmpofiible  for  us 
to  alledge  any  juftifiable  rea¬ 
son  for  its  teeing  ever  ex- 
cite’d.” 

41  After  faying  this,  he 
■ordered  the  mob  to  dilperfe. 


CHAP.  XX. 

*  AFTER  this  diftofb- 

ance  was  fupprefled 
the  apoftle  Paul  convoked 
the  Chrift  tans — and  after  tak¬ 
ing  an  aSedtionate  leave  of 
them,  -departed  for  Mace¬ 
donia. 

2  After  travelling  through 
this  (country,  and  in  many 
dHcaurfes  exhorting  the  fe- 
ueoal  fodeoes  of  Chriftians 
there,  to  adhere  to  their  prm- 
tipies,  he  came  into  Greece. 

•  .3  Here  he  ftaid  three 
months  — 


—  and  receiving  in¬ 
formation  that  the  Jews  had 
formed  a  conspiracy  to  mur¬ 
der  him  when  he  embarked 
for  Syria,  he  altered  his  £i& 

intention,  and  now  proposed 
to  return  through  Macedonia. 

4  He  was  accompanied  in 
this  journey  as  far  as  Alia 
minor  by  Sopater  of  Benea, 
by  Ari&archus  and  Secundys 

of  ThefTalonica,  by.  Gains  of 
Derbe,  and  Timothy,  and  by 
T vchicus  and  Trophimus  of 
Alia. 

5  The  above-mentioned 


perfons  had  fet  out  before  * 
us,  and  by  appointment  ftaid 
for  us  at  T-roas. 

6  As  foon  as  the  Jewi(h  fo- 
lemnity  of  unleavened  bread 
was  paft,  we  embarked  from 
Philippi,  and  after  a  pafiage 

J  of  five  days  joined  them  at 
Troas  — —  where  we  fpent  a 

nCCK# 

7  The  aflembly  of  Chriftt- 
ans  in  this  town  being  met  on 
the  firft  day  of  the  week  to 
celebrate  the  Lord’s  fopper, 
Paul  preached  to  them — and 
as  he  was  to  leave  them  rite 
next  day  he  protracted  his  dit- 
courfe’rill  midnight. 

8  The  upper  room,  in 
which  the  congregation  met, 
was  lighted  with  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  lamps. 

9  Here  a  young  perfon, 
whofe  name  was  Eutychus, 

happening  to  fit  in  a  window, 
as  the  apoftle  continued  on 
dUcourfing,  funk  into  a  pro¬ 
found  fleep — fell  from  the 
third  ftory  to  the  ground  — 
and  was  taken  up  dead. 

it)  Upon  this  accident 
Paul  went  down— proftratccl 

himfelf  on  the  body- - and, 

after  folding  it  in  his  arms, 
laid  to  the  company — Be  not 
diftretfed — He  is  not  depart¬ 
ed. 


1 1  The  apoftle  then  reaf- 
cended— admmiftered  the  Eu- 


■ 

f  The  Apoftle  Paul  sad  Luke  the  HiAqrUn. 


chariit 
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charift — and  afterwards  con*  j  difembarkatiofl  at  Miletus, 
verfed  with  them  *iiU  the  j  immediately  difpatched  g 
morning  daWrted— tfhen  be  I  meffage  to  Epliefas  for  the 
departed.  I  fcnior  Chrrtftians  of  that  city 

■  12  The  young  perfon  they  j  fe  attend  him. 

had  reconducted  into  the!  18 -On  their  waiting  upon' 

room  in  perfect  health,  to  the  J  him  in  a  body,  he  addrtffed 
inexpreffible  comfort  and  joy  I  them  in  the  folio  wing  man- 
of  all  prelent.  j  ner — ;««  Tou  are  no  ftfangers, 

f  3  Going  then  on  board  nty  Chrifti^n  brethren,  to  the 
the  veffel  we  failed  to  Afioft  whole  tenor  of  my  life  add 
* — being  here  to  take  in  Paul  conversion  among  you  from 
according  to  appointment,  at  the  day  of  my  firft  arrival  in 
he  intended  to  travel  hither,  the  proconfular  Afia. 
by 1 land.  I  19  Yota  are  wrtnefies  of 

14  Upon  his  meeting  us.  J  the  una defied  humility  with 
at  Ados,  we  took  him  into  I  which  1  ferved  my  God  —  I' 
the  (hip,  and  failed  to  Mity- 1  can  appeal  to  you  for  the  ma- 
lene.  j  ny  forrows  and  fitfiefings  I 

z  5  The  day  following  we  I  havefop  ported-,  and  fhe  floods 
arrived  oppofite  Chios*— The  1  of  tears  I  have  (bed,  occa- 
day  after  we  put  into  Samos  j  flowed  by  the  obftinatfe  impe- 
* — and  the  fubfequent  day,  af- 1  hitenoe  and  implacable  mas¬ 
ter  flaying  fome  time  at  Tro-  j  lice  of  the  Jews, 
gyllium,  we  arrived  at  Mile*  I  20  You  are  all  of  you-  con* 
tus :  j  feious  wjch  what  unwearied 

1 6  for  Paul  now  dttigned-  ]  affiduity  }  have  taught  the 
ly  (ailed  by  Ephefos — .being  J  Ghriftian'  doctrines  arrtong 

apprehenfive  he  IhouM  be  1  you,  both  in  public  and  itt  pri- 
detained  too  long  in  the  pro- 1  vice,  and  that  I  Have  neither 
confular  Afih  —*  miking  all  j  diflembled  or  ’conceded  any 
the  expedition  He  could  in  thing  char  might  conduce  to 
this  voyage,  as  he  intended,  your  beft  interefts. 
if  poflible,  to  be  jrr  Jerpfsdom  21  I  have  ever  inculcated, 
on  the  day  of  Pencecofh  both  oporf  Jfewv  and  Greeks, 

17  He  therefore,  on  our  in-  the  ftrongeft  and  moil  im- 

▼ 

■ 

r  n  Signifies  to  travel  by  laid.  It  doth  not  imply  that  the  apoftle 

travelled  on  foot  as  the  common  tr^nflatlon  renderii  it.  Cato,  repented 
only  of  three  things  i  li  vfrhdle  life :  thi  frfi  vtu,  that  hi  bid  tnifleda 
woman  with  a  fecret:  file  ff&ld,  thft  he  h.’di'gbticf by  ftfai  vftteH  he'mi'ght 
have  tsti'M&ti  by  hru/,  Platareb  Cato,  p.  625. 

)p  f  4  pominate 

% 
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portunate  terms,  the  great  |  26  Let  me,  therefore,  at 

fundamental  doctrines  of  re-  I  this  time  folemnly  a  (Tare  you 
pentancc  and  amendment  of  I  in  the  fight  of  God,  that  I 
life,  and  a  .firacere  belief  in  I  have  faithfully  admonifhed 
the  divine  million  of  ourLord  I  you,  and  am  acceflary  to  r.o 
and  Saviour  the  Mefiiah.  I  one  pcrlbn’s  deftru&ion  : 

22  I  am  now  going  up  to  I  .27  for  the  whole  plan  and 

Jerulalem,  urged  to  it  by  a  I  defign  of  the  gofpel  diipen- 
ftrong  impulfe  of  the  fpirit,  I  fation,  which  infinite  wifdom 
but  totally  ignorant  what  I  hath  publifhed  to  the  world, 
future  occurrences  await  me  I  I  have  exhibited  before  you 
there.  *  I  with  the  greateft  fidelity  and 

23  I  know  only  this,  That  |  impartiality,  without  the  wil- 

thc  holy,  fpirit  in  every  city  1 1  ful  concealment  of  any  thing, 
have  paued  through,  hath  [  28  If.xerdfe  therefore  the 

exprefsly  and  repeatedly  pre-  I  greateft  vigilance  over  your 
difted  my  imprisonment,  and  1  own  conduit,  and  over  that 
a  feries  of  afflictions,  in  which  j  flock,  of  which  God  hath  3p- 
I  am  to  be  involved.  j  pointed  you  paftors  —  and  be 

24  But  the  profpeit  of  thefe  I  careful  to  feed  with  falutary 
evils  give  me  no  diftrefs  —  j  doctrines  thofe  fheep  which 
nor  do  I  fet  any  value  upon  a  I  Chrift  hath  purchased  with 
precarious  being,  provided  1 1  his  blood. 

can  but  finifh  the  *  race  of  I  29  Thefe  admonitions  flow 

life  with  honou'f  and  applaufe  I  from  a  confcioufnefs,  that 
—and  difeharge,  in  a  worthy  l  after  my  departure  furious 
manner,  the  arduous  pro-  j  wolves  will  enter  and  ravage 
vince  my  Saviour  hath  aifign-  I  the  fold  with  unfparing  cru- 
ed  me,  of  proclaiming  to  the  I  eky  and  rage, 
world  the  joyful  news  of  the  |  30  And  even  among  your- 

divine  benignity.  I  feJvesy  there  will  rife  up  per- 

25  I  am  now  .leaving  you  I  fons,  that  will  corrupt  tnelim- 
— and  am  confcious  that  you,  j  plicity  of  the  gofpel,  and  by 
among  whom  I  fpent  fuch  a  I  their  perverfe  dcxftrines  form 
confiderable  time  in  propagat- 1  violent  and  furious  parties 
ing  the  Chriftian  religion,  ihali  j  among  you. 

never  fee  me  more.  I  3 1  Be  vigilant,  therefore, 

*  A pe u sc .  This  word  is  very  often  tiled  to  exprefs  the  Olympic  ran — and 
to  this  the  apoftle  here  alludes.  See  2  Tim.  iv.7.  I  have  finished  my 

A  >  ^  *  v 

ran,  /paper. 

and 
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and  remember  with  what  un-  J  —  and  folded  him  to  their 
remitting  diligence,  day  and  |  bofoms  with  the  molt  tender 

night,  for  three  years  toge- 1  embraces, 
tber,  I  inftru&ed  you  all,  |  38  diffolved  in  a  flood  of 

mingling  my  admonitions  j  grief  at  the  reflexion,  that 
■with  my  tears.  |  they  ihftuld  never  lee  him 

32  And  now,  my  dear  j  more - and  this  affe&ing 

Chriftian  brethren,  I  aflec- 1  feene  lafted  till  we  got  to  the 
tionately  recommend  you  to  j  veflel,  whither  they  accom- 
thc  blefling  of  that  God,  |  panied  us. 

who  is  able  to  eftablilh  you  I 

in  Chriftian  harmony  and  |  CHAP.  XXI. 
love,  and  to  bellow  upon  j 

you  cverlafting  felicity  a-  j  1  r  P  O  R  N  from  them  at 
mong  the  virtuous  in  the  re-  j  A  laft,  we  launched  in- 
gions  of  immortality.  I  to  the  deep,  and  enjoyed  a 

33  I  can  folemnly  appeal  j  profperous  gale  to  the  illand 
to  God,  That  I  have  not  in- 1  of  Cos  —  The  next  day  we 
dulged  a  Angle  wilh  for  the;!  failed  to  Rhodes,  and  from 
gold,  the  filver,  the  drefs  of  j  thence  to  Patara. 

any  one  perfon.  J  2  Here  meeting  a  Ihip  that 

34  So  far  from  this,  you  I  was  bound  to  Phoenicia,  we 

are  witneffes  that  thele  hands  I  embarked  pn  board  of  it. 
have  procured  me  and  my  1  3  We  then  made  the  illand 

friends  the  necefiaries  of  life.  |  of  Cyprus  —which  we  palled 

35  By  my  own  example  I J  to  the  left,  and  foiling  direft- 
have  taught  you  how  much  ly  for  Syria,  arrived  at  Tyre, 
it  is  our  duty,  by  the  dint  of  where  the  veflel  was  to  un- 
our  own  induftry  to  acquire  load. 

fomething  to  aflift  unhappy  4  Here  we  made  a  flay  of 
objects — and  to  imprjsfs  upon  j  feven  days— having  met  with 
our  mind  the  elegant  and  in- 1  lome  Chriftians,  who  by  the 
ilroftive  maxim  of  our  blef- 1  foirit  of  prophecy  cautioned 
fed  Lord — It  is  %  greater  fe-  I  Paul  againft  going  up  to  Je- 
licity  to  btjlow  than  to  receive  1  rufalem. 
a  benefaction.”  I  5  But  after  this  Ipace  was 

36  After  having  foid  this  I  elapfed  we  left  the  city,  and 

he  kneeled  down,  and  pray*  J  recommenced  our  journey, 
cd  with  them.  I  attended  out  of  the  town  by 

37  They  all  melted  into  1  ali  theTyrian  Chriftians  witn 

tears  —  they  fell  on  his  neck  1  their  wives  and  children - 

1  We 
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Wc  then  kneeled  down  upon  of  that  town,  begged  him  in 
the  beach  and  prayed.  the  molt  pathetic  and  impor¬ 

ts  After  mutual  embraces  tunace  terms  not  on  any  ac- 
we  parted,  from  them,  and?  count  to  venture  into  the  me* 
went  on  board,  tropolis. 

y  Sailing  from  Tyre  we  13  To  thefe  our  earneft 
arrived  at  Ptolemaw  —  and  entreaties  he  replied  —  My 

waiting  upon  the  Christian  deaf  friends !  why  do  you 
-fociety  there,  fpent  ode  day  weep  and  tear  my  heart  by 
with  them.  this  affe&ing  tendernefs !  — ■ 

8  The  next  day  we  arrived  I  am  prepared  to  meet  with 
at  Csfarea,  and  lodged  with  chearfulnefe,  not  only  5m- 
Philip  the  evangetift  —  who  prifbnmeht,  but  every  form 
had  been  cbofen  one  of  the  of  death,  for  the  gorfpel  of 
&v£n  managers  of  the  Chari-  Jefus. 
table  fund.  14  Finding  k  impofiible 

0  This  pertbrt  had  four  to  (hake  his  deliberate  rd'o- 
un married  daughters,  who  lotion,  we  ceafed  our  impor- 
wete  ad  endowed  with  pro-  tunity,  and  only  added  — 
phetic  gifts.  .  I  May  the  will  of  God  be, 

jo  During  a  ftay  of  feveral  (done ! 
days  that  we  made  in  this  |  15  Some  time  after  we 

city,  there  arrived  a  prophet: I  loaded  our  carriages,  and  ad- 

from  J  odaea>  whole  name  was- 1  vanced  towards  the  capital, 

Agabns.  I  16  attended  by  Jbme 

if  This,  perfon,  upon  his  IChriftians  of  Casfarea —  who 
coffHngamong  us,  took  Paul's  I  conduced  us  to  the  houfe  of 
girdk—rboUnd  his  own  hands  lone  Mnafon,  with  whom  we 
and  feet  with  it  — -  and  after'  J.  were  to  lodge  —  who  was  a 
this  fclemn  figrtificant  afrion^  I  native  of  Cyprus,  and  had 
thus  addreffed  the  company  1  been  one  of  the  early  con- 
— The  infallible  fpiritof  God!  I  verts  to  Chriftiamty. 
eapeefsiy  declares— That  thfe*  |  § — ~\y  After  our  arrival 

.perfon,  to  whom  this  girdle  i  in  Jeruhdem  we  waited  upon 
belongs,  (hall  in  Jerufalem  bq  lour  Chriftian  brethren,  who 
bound  in .  this  manner,  and  j  gave  us  a  very  affectionate 
be.  delivered  up  into  the  f  reception, 
power  of  the  Heathens.  J  18  The  day  alter  Paul  went 
12  Upon  hearing  fuch  a  I  along  with  us  to  James  — — 
folema  declaration  uttered,  1  where  we  found  all  the  fenior 
both  we,  and  the  Chriltiantf  |  Chriftians  aifembled. 

1  19  After 
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19  After  mutual  falura*  |  22  We  would,  therefore, 

tions  he  gave  the  company  a  I  by  all  means  advife  you  to 
minute  detail  of  the  amazing  I  act  in  the  following  manner 
revolution  that  God  had  -ef*  I  —  There  ale  bow  among 
felted  by  his  miniftry  among  I  us  four  perfons,  who  have 
the  Heathens.  j  impelled  upon  themfelves  the 

.  20  After  he  had  finilhed  |  Nazarite'a  vow. 
his  narration,  all  the  affirm- 1  24  Take  thefe  perfons 

bly  with  pious  gratitude  fer- 1  publickly  along  with  you  — - 
vently  celebrated  the  divine  jfubmit  to  the  legal  purificatl- 
goodnefs — After  paying  this  I  on  in  common  with  them- — 
devout  acknowledgment  they  f  defray  theireocpences,required 
turned  to  hkn,  and  thus  fooke  ]  on  fuch  occdfions — and  fuller 
—  Dear  Chriftian  brother !  [your head,  equally  with  them, 
you  cannot  be  ignorant  how  [  to  be  Ihaved —  in  order  that 
many  myriads  there  are  of  [  they  all  may  foe  that  there  i$ 
the  jews  who  have  embraced  [no  foundation  in  the  report, 
the  Chriftian  religion,  and  yet  [that  hath  been  tranfmitted  hi- 
who  are,  every  individual  of  jthcr  of  your  conduit,  but 
them,  molt  zealous  advocates  [that  you  are  a  ftri£fc  con- 
tor  the  law  of  Mofes.  I  formift  to  die  injunction  of 

2 1  Now  thefe  have  been  [the  law. 

informed  that  you  have  made  I  25  As  for  the  Heathens, 
it  your  conftant  practice  in  [who  have  embraced  Chrifti- 
every  town  among  the  Hea-  Jianity,  we  have  preferibed 

thens  where  any  Jews  are  [roles  for  their  conduit— hav- 

fettled,  to  preach  up  to  thefe  | jing  unanimoufly  judged  it 
a  non-conformity  to  the  Mo-  [proper  to  impofe  no  other 
faic  law — aflerting,  that  they  [burden  upon  mem,  but  only 
are  now  under  no  neceflity  [prohibit  them  from  tailing  a- 
to  circumcile  their  children,  j'ny  meat  that  hath  been  de- 
or  to  adhere  to  its  external  [voted  to  an  Idol,  from  eating 
rites.  |  any  animal  that  been  ftrang- 

22  What  meafqres  are,  [led,  to  abftain  from  blood, 
therefore,  to  be  purliied  ?  —  [and  to  refrain  from  debauch- 
Y ou  may  allure  yourlelf,  j  ery . 

that  the  moment  they  hear  j  26  Paul  accordingly  cook 
you  are  in  town,  they  will  j  thefe  perfons  along  with  him 

meet  and  make  ftria:  cn-  J - and  the  next  day  being 

quiries  into  your  conduit  in  |  legally  purified  in  common 
pis  refpeS.  J  with  them,  went  into  the 

*  temple 
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temple  to  give  public  notice 
to  the  priefts  of  his  having 
purified  and  bound  himftlf 
with  a  religious  vow  along 
with  four  other  perfons — de¬ 
claring  alfo  the  time  when 
this  vow  was  made,  and  the 

oblations  he  would  offer  for 

■ 

every  one  of  them  at  his  own 
expence,  when  the  time  of 
their  vow  was  accomplilhed. 

27  But  when  tne  feven 
days,  the  time  which  the  law 
preicribed,  were  almoft  com¬ 
pleted,  fbme  Jews  of  minor 
Afia  happening  to  fee  him 
in  the  temple,  immediately 
incited  all  tne  populace 
rufhed  upon  him-— and  feized 
him. 

28  Vehemently  exclaim¬ 
ing— Ifraelites  !  Help !  Help ! 

This  is  the  ptrfbn  who  by 
his  dodrines  hath  been  in¬ 
flaming  the  paflfons  of  every 
man,  in  every  place,  againft 
the  Jews — again  ft  the  law— 
and  againft  this  facred  place 
— He  hath  even  had  the  im¬ 
pious  .effrontery  to  bring 
Greeks  with  him  into  the 
temple  — and  hath  polluted 
the  fandity  of  this  holy 
place. 

29  They  faid  this,  becaufe 
they  had  a  little  before  feen 
Trophimus  an  Ephefian  a- 
long  with  him  in  the  city — 
and  they  inftahtly  concluded 


he  had  brought  him  into  the 
temple. 

30  Upon  this  the  whole 
city  was  immediately  railed 
•all  the  people  rulhed  furi- 
oufly,  at  once,  upon  him  — 
feized — d ragged  him  out  of 
the  temple— wKofe  doors 
inftantly  (hut. 

3  r  Being  now  determined 
to  murder  him,  news  was 

carried  to  the  Roman  tribune, 

that  the  whole  city  was  in  a 
dreadful  commotion. 

32  That  moment  he  took 
the  centurions  and  the  armed 
cohort,  and  rufhed  among  rhe 
mob — Who  when  they  law 
the  Roman  officer  and  his 
men,  defifted  from  any  far¬ 
ther  violence  to  his  perfon. 

33  The  tribune  advanced 
forward  —  took  him  from  a- 
mong  them— and  ordered  him 
to  be  confined  with  two  chains 

He  then  afked,  Who  he 
was— and  what  crime  he  had 
committed. 

34  To  thefe  queftions  fome 
of  the  mob  bellowed  one  thing, 
fome  another — The  officer, 
not  being  able  to  learn  any 
thing  iatisfa&ory  from  the  tu¬ 
multuous  and  enraged  mul¬ 
titude,  cave  immediate  or¬ 
ders  for  nis  being  conduced 
into  the  caftle. 

35  When  he  was  got  to 
the  bottom  of  the  *  flairs  that 

led 


.  *  This  paflkge  in  our  hifiorian  is  confirmed  and  illuftrated  by  the  mi¬ 
nute  account  Js/efkus  gives  of  the  caiUe  Anteuia,  which  the  Ramans  occu¬ 
pied. 
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led  to  the  cattle,  fuch  was  the  1  Paul  ftood  upon  the  flairs  — 
determined  fury  and  ferocity  J  made  a  motion  with  his  hand 
of  the  mob,  that  the  foldiers  ]  to  the  people — upon  which  a 
were  obliged  to  carry  him  in!  profound  filence  being  made, 
their  arms!  1  he  thus  addrefled  them  in  the 

36  For  an  immenfe  crowd!  Hebrew  language, 
followed,  piercing  the  air  I 

with  their  cries,  and  repeat-  j  CHAP.  XXII. 
inor — Drag  him  to  the  place  I 

of  execution  l  1 1  M  TI RETHREN  and 

37  Paul  now  going  to  en-  J  fathers !  Let  me  im- 

ter  within  the  cattle  faid  tojplore  your  candid  confider- 

the  tribune  in  Greek - Will  I  ation  of  the  apology  I  now 

you  permit  me  to  fpeak  with  I  prefume  to  ojffer  to  you. 

you — What !  faid  the  officer,  j  2  The  audience  hearing 
do  you  underftand  Greek  ?  him  fpeak  in  the  Hebrew  lan- 

3  8  Are  not  you  that  *  E-  j  guage  was  altl  filence  and  at- 
cry  ptian ,  who  raifed  fuch  a  I  itention— He  proceeded. 
Sifturbance  fome  time  ago,  j  3  T  am  a  Jew,  a  native  of 
and  marched  four  thoufand  I  Tarfus  in  Cilicia,  but  was  e- 
aflaflins  into  the  wildernels  ?  J  iducated  in  this  city  under  the 

39  No,  Sir!  faid  Paul — I  j  jcare  of  Gamaliel — I  was  im¬ 
am  a  Jew — a  native  of  Tar-  J  dated  into  the  moll  accurate 
ius  in  Cilicia,  a  citizen  of 'no  j  knowledge  of  the  law,  and 
obfcure  place — and  I  beg  you  j  was  once  a?  warm  a  zealot 
would  permit  me  to  fpeak  to  j  for  its  6  dignity  and  excel-* 
the  collected  multitude.  _  J  fence,  as  you  now  are. 

40  The  tribune  aflenting,  *  4  For  fo  fanguine  were  my 

▼ 

pied.  K  dOc^N  *v:wri,  jl*  t.  x.  On  that  fide  where  the  caftle  joined  to  the 
porticoes  of  the  temple  it  had  flairs  that  communicated  with  each  other : 
down  which  the  guards  defeending,  for  there  was  always  a  Roman  lights 
lodged  here,  and  taking  their  Rations  in  different  places  about  the  por¬ 
ticoes  prevented  any  disturbances  during  the  celebration  of  their  pul  blic 
fellivals.  For  as  the  temple  was  a  fortrefs  to  the  city,  fo  Antoni*  was  a 
iortrefs  to  the  temple.  Jo/tpbut^  B.  J.  Lib .  5,  c.  Httdfott . 

b  Jtfipbus  mentions  this  perfon  in  two  places  of  nis  hiftory.  Mu^orr 
/i  TdtiTW<  qta iry*t  *.  t.  a.  m  But  an  Egyptian  falfe  prophet  involved 
the  Jews  in  a  much  greater  calamity.  This  importer  came  into  the 
country,  atrumed  the  title  of  prophet,  collected  about  thirty  thoufand 
whom  he  had  deceived,  led  them  round  out  of  the  wilderuefs  to  mount 
Olives t  intended  to  force  the  Roman  garrifon,  to  throw  himfelf  into  the 
city,  and  by  means  of  his  aflbd&tes'  make  himfelf  kiug.  But  Felix  at 
once  quaihed  his  defigns.  B.  J.  Lib.  *.  c.  13.  $  5. 

c  Sec  Cambt  MS.  which  is  undoubtedly  the  true  reading. 


prepof- 
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prepoffeJXioBs  in  favour  of  it,  i  fixed  in  horror  and  aftonifn- 
tBat  I  peri'ecuted  the  Chrif- 1  mem — But  the  voice  that  was 
dan  left  with  die  tnoft  impra- 1  addreffed  to  me  they  did  not 
cable  and  bioqd-thtrfty  rage  J  hear. 

— feizing,  bindings  confining  J  io  rthen  faid — Lord !  What 
in  jails,  perfons  of  both  text*  I  wouldett  thou,  have  me  do  ? 
indiferiminatety,  who  had  era*  I  “Rife,  he  anfwered,  and  go 

braced  its  d  oft  nines.  I  into  the  city - Thou  (halt 

5  For  the  tirnch  of  this  1 1  there  receive  full  information 
can  appeal  to-  the  high  prig#,  j  of  the  duties  1  have  appoint¬ 
ed  to  the  whole  body  of  the  !  edthee  to  perform. 

Sanhedrim  — r*  from  whom  \ I  1 1 1  rofe,  but  the  dazzling 
received  letters  of  recommen-  J  glory  of  that  light  had  totally 
dation  to  the  Jfews  ip  Datnaf- 1  deprived  me  of  my  fight,  to 
cus« —  >To  wfjfich  place  1  let  !  that  my  companions  were  o- 
out  with  a  determined  refo.lu- 1  bliged  to  conduft  me  by  the 
don  to  apprehend  all  X  could  [  hand  into  Damafcus, 
nfeettherc who. prpfiefiedChrif- J •  iz  There  was  in  the  city 
tiankyt  and  drag  them  in  fee-  j  at  that  time  one  Ananias,  a 
ters  to  the  capital  to  receive  J  devout  obferver  of  the  law  of 
condign  punifhment.  j  Moles,  and  univerlally  e- 

6.  §Ut  as  I  was  travelling*!  fteemed  by  the  Jews  who  re~ 
and  had  now  advanced  within  I  fided  there, 
a  little  diftance  from  Damaf-  J  13.  This  perton  came,  Rood 

dtis,  it  being  now  about  noon,  I  over  me,  and  pronounced 
ad  on  a  ludden  a  flood  of  jthefc  words : — Brqther  Saul * 
Eight  from  the  Iky  darted  it?  j  Be  thou  reftored  to  thy  for- 
emilgent  fplendors.  around  I  mer  light !  —  That  moment 
me.  j  I  recovered  it,  and  tow  my 

7  By  its  immento  and  ir~  I  beaetoftor  clearly  and  dif- 
refiRibk  effufiori  I  wa&infbmt* !-  tinftly. 
ly  (truck  to  the  earth— where  |  14  The  God  of  our  fore¬ 

st  1  lay  proftrate,  I  heard  the  1  fathers,  he  then  faid  to  me, 
following  words-  tokmniy.  ut- 1  hath  been  gmciouily  pleafed 
tered — u  Saul  !  Saul!  Why  1  to  favour  thee  with  the  dif- 
doft  thou  perftcuteme !  J  tinguiflied  happinefs  of  know- 
:  8  Lord!  who  art  thou,  T  ting,  his  will,  of  feeing  the  ho- 
replied — 1  am,,  faid  he,  Jcfus  l  ly  Mefliah,  and  hearing  him 
or  Nazareth,  whom  thou  art  lipeak. 
perfecuting.  I  15  For  by  this  incident 

9  This  amazing  light  all jthau  art  now dcfigtiedly  qua- 
my  companions. tow  and  were  *  lifted  to  atteft  to  all  mankind 

4  the 
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the  truth  of  what  thou  haft  |  his  murderers  being  depoGt- 

ieen,  ■  and  what  thpu  haft  |  ed  with  me. 

heard.  _  I  ,  21  He  then  faid  to  me  — 

1 6  Rife,  therefore,  immedi- 1  Quit  this  place  immediately 

ately  —  invoke  the  nauft  of  1 . — ;  for  J  will  fend  thee  to 

Jefus — and  be  baptized,  that  j  publiih  thefe  truths  in  thq 
the  ftain  of  thy  former  crimes  Jremote  countries  of  the  Hea¬ 
rn  ay  fpr  ever  be  effaced.  j  thens.’* 

17  Returning  aft?r  this  to  |  22  No  (boner  was. this  laft 

Jerulalem,  as  I  was  praying  [word  pronounced,'  hut  tho, 
in  the  temple,  I  found  my  I  they  had  been  docent  before, 
faculties  immediately  ablorb*  I  they  at  once  univerfally  raft¬ 
ed  ip  an  ecftacy.  led  the  moft  vehement  and 

18  The  following  lane  I  confuted  clamours^— fcream- 
was  then  exhibited — He  ap-  ling  and  repeating  — •  Clear 
peared  to  me  and  thip  (poke  I  the  earth  pf  fuch  a  wicked 
— Hade,  fly  with  predpi-  Impnfter  l  tet.him  not  live  a. 
tate  fteps  put  of  Jerufalem  -*i»  I  moment  longer  l 

for  the  moft  folemn  afiertions  I  23  The  Whole  vaft  multi* 
that  thou  haft  feen  and  heard  I  tude  was  now  transported  in* 
me,  will  all  be  rejected*  by  jto  all  the  exceffes  of  the  moft. 
them.  I  violent  rage  and  jnaefaefi 

19  Lord  !  I  refumed,  they  I  they  core  off  their  cloaths  -**» 
will  furdy  credit  my  tfftimo- 1  pierced  the  air  with  their  cries 

ny  concerning  thefe  fa#s— — *1—  and  throw  clouds  of  ,duft 

for  they  all  {crow  how  zea}*  ]  into  it. 
ous  and  a€bve  l  was  ip  pro*  1  24  The  tribune  (being  this 

fecuting,  imprifoning,  and! tumultuous  (Iceuje.  ordered 
fcourgiflg  in.  the  fy  nagoguea  J  him  immediately  ta  be  con* 

the  profeffora  of  thy  teljgtpo- 1  dialed  into  the  caftle,  and  to 

20  They  all  knew,  when  I  be  examined  by  (purging, 
they  imbrued  their  hands  in  I  that  he  might  learn  what  ho 
the  blood  of  thy  martyr  Ste-  [  had  done  chat  enraged  the 
phen,  wlur  a  chearful  fuf-  J  mob  thus  violently  againft 
Irage  I  gave  to  this  public  t  him. 

murder,  and  with  what  con-.!  25  As  the  fbldiets,- there - 
kious  pleafure  I  prefided  at l  fore,  were  feftening him.  with 
it  —  the  upper  garments  oft  thongs  to  the  pillar,  Paul 

4  Hcu !  luge  natt  del*  t»<juc  his  ait,  eripe  ftunmk.  Virg. 

(aid 
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laid  to  the  centurion  who  wjas  i  ous  to  know  what  were  the 
appointed  to  attend  —  Doth  I  crimes  the  Jews  alledged  a- 
the  Roman  laW  authorize  you  |  gainft  him,  difpatched  orders 
to  fcourge  a  freeman  of  Rome  I  for  the  high  priefts  and  San- 
befbre  a  4  legal  ientence  hith'  I  hedrim  to  convene  a  general 
been  palled  upon  him.  I  council— which  when  it  was 

2  6  The  centurion,  hearing  |  convoked,  he  ordered  the  a- 
this,  went  immediately  to  the  [  po (lie’s  fetters  to  be  knocked 
tribune  —  bidding  him  be  [  off — brought  him  out  of  the 
cautious  how  he  a  died  on  the  i  caftle — and  placed  him  before 
prefent  occafion  —  for  thp  [  the  court, 
griioner  was  a  Roman*,  cl- 1 

tizen.  ;  1  Chap,  xxiii;  i  Paul  fixing 

27  The  tribune  upon  this  1  his  eyes  inteniely  upon  the 
information  went  to  him,  and  f  aflembly  thus  addrclfod  him- 

feid  —  “  Tell  me  the  truth  [felf  to  them- - “  My  breth- 

—  Are  you:  a  freeman  of  [  ren !  when  I  take  a  review  of 
Rome  ?”  —  Hfe  anfwcred  in  1  my  pall  life,  1  can  appeal  to 
the  affirmative.  1  Goa  that  I  have  ever  main* 

28  It  coil  me  an  immenfe  t  tained  an  inviolable  probity 
fom,  laid  the  tribune,  topuib  [of heart  to  this  moment. 

chafe  this  privilege — But  I  [  2  This  Ientence  was  no 

was  the  fon  c(f  a  freeman,  liooner  pronounced  but  the 
faid  the  apoftle^  [high  pneft  ordered  the  appa- 

29  Immediately,'  there*  i  rijtors  who  flood  by  to  finite 
fore,  thofe  who  were  ordered  [him  on  the  face. 

to  examine  him  by  torture*  j  3.  Paul  upon  hearing  this 
defifted— and  the  tribune  was  |  fentence,  immediately  turned 
extremely  alarriied ;  that  he  I  to  him  and  faid — God  will 

had  bound  a  Roman  citizen.  tfhortly  fmite  thee,  thou  pu- 
'  § — 30  The  next  day  the  [  crid  f  plaiflered  wall! — Doll 

Roman  tribune  being  defir-  *  thou  fit  here  to  adminifler 

•  * 

*  CieerP s  celebrated  eratioa  again fi  Vans  is  replete  with  tcflimonici 
of  this  Roman  cuftom.  Facinus  cft:  vindri  civem  Romanum,  fee] us  ver- 

berari - Haccine  tandem.  omnia  reciderunt,  ut  civis  Romanus  in  pro- 

Vinda  popuii  Romani  —  deligatu  in-foro  vjrgis  caederetur  —  Nam  causa 
cognitd  multi  poflodt  ahfolvi,  incognitfi  qoidem  condemnari  nemo  poteft. 
Gem *  in  Vtrrtm .  WapjuAA©-  iVfrtiwr,  tret  t or  c ku  Cvtevrw,  tit 
Pvpttv  «p/xofiO«r  tixiet  paCPtti*  tTtMy*r  me  t*vt*  r»  p*  Pvptiey 
fifeu  aetfgjnpet  wpoffr idvffiv  out? .  Plutarch  Ceefar.  p.  1524*  Edit.  Steph. 

1  Kupeittuitf.  K* rta.0  Signifies  to  flaifler.  “  None  of  Cafe’s  villas 
was  flaijterej,  niKtrta.fi .tmf.  Pluiarth  CatO,  p.  620.  £4/t-  Sttpb.  See  aJfo 
Maxth.  xxiii.  37. 

*  * 


equity. 
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equity,  and  yet  ordereft  me  to 
be  ilruck  in  this  illegal  and 
iniquitous  manner  ? 

4  Some  who  (food  by  laid 
to  him — Do  you  treat  God*s 
high  prieft-with  fuch  abufive 
inlblence  as  this  ? 

5  I  am  extremely  forty, 
faid  the  apoftle,  that  I  did 
not  know  he  was  the  high 

Erieft —  for  I  am  very  fenfi- 
te  of  the  juftice  of  that  ferip- 
tural  command  —  “  Thou 
(halt  not  infult  the  governor 
of  thy  nation  .** 

6  Paul  being  confctous 
that  fome  members  <>f  the. 

,  ,  W  W 

court  were  Sadducees,  and., 
others  Pharifees  —  he  cried 
out  with  great  emotion  be¬ 
fore  all  the  affembly— u  My 
brethren  !  1  here  publickly 
avow  that  I  am  a  Pharifee, 

+  9  * 

and  the  fon  of  a  Pharifee — Jt 

*  9 

is  folcly  my  firm  undoubted, 
perfuafion  of  a  future  (fate 
that  hath  brought  me  before 
this  tribunal. 

7  Upon  this  folemn  decla¬ 
ration  of  his  fentiments  there 

m 

immediately  cnfued  a  fan- 
guine  contention  between  the 
feds  of  the  Pharifees  and 
Sadducees — which  was  foon 
blown  up  into  a  violent  facti¬ 
ous  diflenfion. 

8  For  the  Sadducees  deny 

a  future  Hate— and  maintain 

r  1  I 

there  are  no  fuch  beings  as 
angels  and  immortal  feints 

w  1.  1 


But  the  Pharifees  ftrenu- 
oufly  avow  thele  principles. 

9  The  contending  parties 
growing  vehement  and  noify, 

•  and  defending  their  refpedive 
:  tenets  with  inflexible  violence 
and  the  mofe  outrageous  da- 

jmours,  fome  prieftsiof  the 
iPharifafeal  fed,  who  had. 
been  eagerly  engaged  in  this 
debate,  at  laft  faid— As  for 
ourfelves  we  are  perfeftly  fa- 
tisfied  that  there  is  nothing 
criminal  in  this  perfon’s  con- 
du<£t — If  an  angel,  or  a  glorir 
fied  fpirit,  hath  deigned  :to 
iconverfe  with  him  and  in- 
ftrudt  him.  in  feme  important 
truths,,  let  us  not  oppofe  the 
facred  will  of  heaven. 

10  In  fine,  difputes  were 
agitated  with  fuch  determin¬ 
ed  virulence,  rancour  and  fu- . 

ry,  that  the  tribune  was  real¬ 
ity  afraid  the  jdifputants  would 
tear  the  apoftle  in  pieces  a- 

mong  them - -He  therefore 

gave  orders  for  a  party  of  fol- 
fliers  inftantly  to  Tally  out  of 
ithc  garriion,  refeue  the  apof¬ 
tle  by  .  force  from  among 
them,  and  reepnduft  i.im 
into  the  caftle. 

11  The  following  night 
the  Lord  Jcfus  appeared  to 

the  apoftle  a  vifion,  and 
thus  accofted  him  —  “  Paul, 

be  not  intimidated — Afiume 

«  w 

an  undaunted  fortitude  —  As 

m  •  ^ 

thou  haft  freely  publifhed  the 

G  g  truths 
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truths  of  my  religion  in  Jeru-  j  of  the  centurions  to  him  and 
falem,  be  allured  thou  wilt  |  faid — Will  you  be  pleafed  to 
alfo  publifh  and  atteft  them  1  conduct  this  young  man  to 
in  Rome.  .  I  the  tribune— —for  he  hath  a 

§ — 12  The  morning  after,  I  fccret  to  dilclofe  to  him. 
fome  of  the  Jews  met  toge-  j  1 8  The  conturion  took, 
ther  by  appointment,  and  |  him,  and  introducing  him  to 
entered  into  the  moft  iolemn  J  the  tribune,  faid,  that  Paul 
mutual  engagement,  that  I  his  prifoner  had  begged  of 
they  would  neither  eat  nor  I  him  as  a  favour  that  he  would 
drink  *tiU  they  had  aflallinat- 1  conduft  this  young  perfon  to 
cd  the  apoftte.  I  him,  as  he  had  fomething  of 

13  There  were  above  forty  I  importance  to  communicate, 

perfons,  who  were  aflociated  J  19  The  tribune  then  took 
in  this  confpiracy.  J  him  by  the  hand,  and  retir- 

14  Having  deliberately  j  ing  into  a  private  apartment, 
formed  this  refdriution,  theylafked  him,  what  he  wanted 
immediately  repaired  to  the !  to  difclofe  to  him. 

high  priefts  ana  magiftrates,  I  20  The  Jews,  Sir,  he  an- 
and  acquainted  them,  that  |  fwered,  have  agreed  to  fo~ 
they  bad  all  mutually  entered  I  licit  you  to  bring  Paul  before 
into  a  moft  folqmn  confede-  J  the  court  to-morrow,  under 
racy  that  they  Would  neither  J  a  pretence,  as  if  they  were 
eat  nor  drink  ’till  they  had  j  deurous  to  gain  from  him  a 
murdered  Paul.  j  more  particular  and  exad  ac- 

1 5  Now,  therefore,  added  J  count  of  his  principles  and 
they,  do  you  difpatch  a  mef*  I  conduft : 

fage  CO  tne  Roman  tribuntf  |  2  r  but  do  you,  Sir,  rejed 

to  bring  him  down  to-mor- 1  this  petition — for  there  are  a- 
row  into  the  court,  indmat-  J  bove  forty  men  who  are  now 
ing  a  defirc  to  Obtain  a  more  I  lying  in  ambufh  to  murder 
accurate  knowledge  of  his  {him  by  the  way,  who  have 
principles  and  caufe,  and  we  I  all  bound  themlelves  by  the 
wiil  aflaflinate  him  before  he  1  moft  Ibtemn  adjurations  that 
reaches  the  council.  j  they  will  neither  eat  nor  drink 

16  The  Jon  of  the  apoftle’s  j  ’till  they  have  imbrued  their 
filter  getting  early  intelligence  I  hands  in  his  blood — and  they 
Of  this  confpiracy  went  in±  I  are  now  all  ready,  eagerly 
ftanrly  to  the  cattle,  and  dif-l  waiting  for  your  compliance 
covered  it  to  his  uncle;  1  with  the  Jews’  requtft. 

17  Paul  then  called  one!  -22  The  tribuuc  hearing 

a  '  this, 
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this,  ftri&ly  charged  him  not  j  their  determined  fury  - - 1 

to  mention  it  to  any  one  that  j  have  fmee  learned  that  he  is 
he  had  difeovered  the  confpi-  j  a  Roman  citizen, 
racy  to  him — He  then  difmiff*  j  28  Being  delirous  to.  know 
cd  him.  I  what  particular  crimes  they 

23  The  tribune  itnme-  alledged  againft  him,  I 
diately  called  two  of  his  cen- 1  brought  him  into  their  San- 
turions,  and  ordered  them  to  j  hedrim. 

accoutre  their  two  hundred  J  29  But  I  found  they  had 
men — to  draw  out  alio  feven-  r  nothing  to :  charge  him  with 
ty  cavalry  and  two  hundred  j  but  fome  particular  fenti- 
l'pearmen ,  and  at  nine  o’clock  J  ments  about  fome  controver  t- 
in  the  evening,  march  to Ca>  led  points  and  fubtikies  of 
farea.  1  their  law  ——an d  was  convinv 

24  He  ondered  them  alfo  J  ced  that  he  had  perpetrated 

to  have  Kories  in  readinefs  for  j  no  crime  that  either  deferved 
Paul  — —  whom  he  charged  I  death  or  imprifonment. 
them  to  conduct  fafe  to  re- 1  30  But  upon  the  difeovery 

lix  the  procurator.  I  of  a  confmracy  which  the 

25  Having  given  thefe  or- 1  Jews  had  formed  againft  this 

ders  he  wrote  the  following  I  perfon's  life*  I  determined  to 
letter.  j  fend  him  immediately  to  you 

26  u  Claudius  Lysias  to  J — and  have  given  notice  to 

the  moft  illuftrious  procure- 1  his  accufers  to  produce  what 
tor  Felix,  j  they  have  so  alledge  againft 

27  The  priloher  I  now  ]  him  at  youi'  tribunal,  Fare- 
fend  you,  was  violently  ieized  j  well.” 

by  the  Jews,  and  would  j  3 1  The  foldiers  having  re- 
quickly  have  been  difpatch-  j  ceived  thefe  orders,  took  Paul, 
ed  by  them  had  not  1 5  iud-  J  and  marched  that  night  as 
denly  interpofed  with  my  j  far  as  Antipatris. 
troops,  and  refeued  him  from  {  32  The  next  day  they  left 


t  E Tfra<*  This  word  fignifies  to  appear  JudJatly.  Cotifult  Lute  in 
Chap,  xx.  1.  Chap,  xxh  3^,  Chap,  xxiv.  and  Not.  in  loc.  Ads 
ivw  2.  Chap.  x.  17.  Chap.  xn  21*  Chap.  xii.  7.  14  While  Antigenux 

was  giving  audience  to  certain  ambafladors,  Demetrius  Suddenly  appeared \ 

Plutarch  Demet.  p*  1630.  jEdit.  Steph.  The  enemies  jndihily 
tnfinted  themfclves  to  them  in  their  houfes,  PoIybwt  p.  323. 

ILwov. 

* 

—  Cittfet  J'i  Ipff  inr* 

Li:’..'*  sst  Iliad,  Sr.  ver.  201, 
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the  cavalry  to  proceed  with 
him,  and  returned  to  the 
cattle. 

33  Arriving  ill  Caefarea 
they  delivered  the  letter,  and 
prelented  the  priloncr. 

34  The  produrator  having 
the  letter  aflced.  Of 

which  of  the  provinces  he 
was .  a  native  —  and  being 
told.  Of  Cilicia  —  he  turned 
to  the  apoftle  atod  faid 

35  When  your  accufers 
come  hither  before  me,  I 


read 


great  tranquillity,  and  the 
many  fignal  emoluments  that 
this  province  hath  enjoyed, 
upon  all  oceafions,  and  in  its 
wnole  extent,  by  your  pru¬ 
dential  and  godlike  admini- 
ftration, 

4  But  not  to  expatiate  at 
:  prefect  ort  fo  pleating  a  l'ub- 
je£t,  will  you  deign  to  hear  a 

brief  reprefentation  from  us  of 
the  cauie  now  depending,  with 
chat  candour  and  benignity 
for  which  you  arc  lb  emi- 


will  give  your  caufe  an b  itri-  j  nendy  diftinguilhed. 


partial  hearing —  He  then 
gave  orders  rot  his  confine¬ 
ment  in  Herod’s  prxtorium. 


CHAP,  XXIV. 


5  The  pnfoner  at  the  bar 
hath  long  been  the  pell  and 
|  bane  of  fociety  —  hath  been 
exciting  in  every  part  of  the 
world  riots  and  difturbances 

-and  is 


rival,  the  high  pneft 
Ananias  and  the  Sanhedrim 
went  down  in  a  body  to  Cae-  j 
farea,  with  one  Tcrtullus  an 
orator  — —  whofe  eloquence 
they  had  hired  to  difplay  and 
aggravate  the  a  pottle’s  crimes 
before  the  proqurator. 

%  The  prifoper  being  or¬ 
dered  into  court,  TertuUus  | 
began  his  impeachment  in 
the  following  formal  manner. 

3  **  we  acknowledge, 
moft  illuftrious  Felix,  with 
the  warmeft  gratitude,  the 


among  all  the  Jews  — 

i  T?  I V  E  days  after  his  at-  I  the  grand  ringleader  of  the 
Ml  rivni  rh»»  Vifo-h  nrlpft  I  herely  of  the  Nazarenes. 

6  He  even  made  an  im¬ 
pious  attempt  to  profane  our 
facred  temple— but  \vc  time¬ 
ly  prevented  it  by  feizing 
him,  and  would  have  judged 
him  according  to  our  law, 

7  but  the  tribune  Lyfias 
fuddenly  rufhed  upon  us  with 
his  troops,  and  violently  tore 
him  out  of  our  hands : 

.  8'  ordering  his  accufers  to 
appear  before  you  — «  Any  of 
tne  plaintiffs  now  before  you, 

if  you  condefcend  to  examine 


fa  literally,  hear  it  through.  The  Romans  having  received 

■  a  miuute  account  from  thole  who  had  efcaped  the  wreck,  PtoMtsavTu. 
Paiybist.  Edit.  Hanoi’,  p.  39,  See  alfo  p.  170. 187. 328. 


them. 
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them,  will  give  you  clear  in- *  the  name  of  herefy,  I  wor- 
formatlon  on  the  feveral  ar-  j  (hip  the  God  of  my  anceftors 
tides  of  this  charge;**  I  —  firmly  believing  the  truth 

9  He  ended,  and  all  the  I  of  all  things,  that  are  written 

Jews  unanimoufiy  declared  j  in  the  law  and  the  prophets  5 
that  the  crimes  he  alledged  a- 1  15  indulging  that  divine 

gainft  the  prilbner  were  ftrilt-  j  cranfporting  hope,  which  they 
ly  true.  J  themfelves  profefs  to  cherifh, 

10  The  procurator  then  I  That  after  death  there  will 
giving  a  fign  to  the  apoftle  j  be  a  general  refurreltion  both 
to  offer  his  vindication,  hej  of  the  virtuous  and  of  the 
thus  replied— u  Conscious  j  wicked. 

that  you  have  been  for  a  con-  j  1 6  In  confluence  of  which 
fiderable  number  of  years  the!  folemn  event,  1  con  dandy 
fupreme  judge  and  governor  I  make  it  my  moft  iedulous 
of  this  province,  I  am  encou-  j  ftudy  and  exercife  to  main- 
raged  to  deliver  my  apology  I  tain  an  irreproachable  conduit 
before  you  with  greater  free-  j  both  towards  God  and  man.  - 
dom  and  fortitude.  j  17  After  an  abfence  of  a 

1 1  Elpecially  lince  you  J  con  fiderable  number  of  years 
may  cafily  obtain  information  j  I  lately  took  a  journey  to  Je- 
of  the  truth  of  what  I  fo-  j  rufalem  to  di (tribute  a  chari- 
lemnly  afiert — That  it  is  now  j  table  collection  among  my  in- 
no  more  than  twelve  days  1  digent  countrymen. 

ago  fince  I  went  up  to  Jeru- 1  18  But  during  my  conti- 

falem  to  pay  my  devotions  J  nuance  in  the  city.  Tome 
there,  I  Jews  of  Afiia  minor  found  me 

12  and  that  they  neither  l  i  n  the  .temple  purified  accor- 
detefted  me  in  the  temple  in  j  ding  to  the  prefeription  of 

a  debate  with  any  perfon — or  I  the  law - rbut  they  cannot 

raifing  a  mob,  either  in  the  j  make  it  appear  that  they  fur- 
fynagogue,  or  in  any  part  of  I  prized  me  caballing  with  a 
the  capital.  |  mob,  for  fomenting  any  riot. 

1 3  Nor  can  they  prove  a- 1  19  fbofe, |  as  they  were  the 

ny  one  article  of  the  charge, I  firft  that  violently  ieized  me, 
which  they  have  now  exhi-  j  ought  to  have  been  at  your 
bited  againft  me.  tribunal,  and  have  here  pro- 

14  This,  however,  I  will  duced  what  they  had  to  al- 
Ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  ac-  ledge  again#  me : 

cording  to  that  particular  20  Or  let  even  thefe>  whQ 
felt,  which  they  brand  with  are  now  prefen t,  freely  de? 

G  g  3  clare. 
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clarc,  what  crime  they  found  [  § — 24  Some  days  after 

me  guilty  of,  when  I  was  [this,  Felix  and  his  lady  Dru- 
totely  called  before  the  San-  1  lilla,  who  was  a  Jewels,  lent 
hedrim.  |  for  Paul,  and  heard  him  dif- 

2 1  Except  indeed  they  im- 1  courfe  concerning  the  Chrii- 
pute  this  to  me  as  a  crime —  |  tian  religion. 

that  when  I  ftood  before  them  I  25-  But  when  the  apoftle, 
I  uttered  with  great  emotion  I  in  the  progrefs  or  his  dif- 
the  following  expreffion — “  1 1  courfe,  ftrongly  enforced  the 
am  impeached  at  this  vene- 1  important  duties  of  juflice 
rable  court  for  my  firm  belief  I  and  continency,  and  repre- 
of  a  future  refurre&ion,"  I  fented  the  folemnities  of  a  fu- 

22  The  procurator  hearing  I  ture  judgment,  *  Felix  Ihook 
thefe  things,  and  being  defir- 1  with  extreme  terror  and  con- 
ous  to  gain  a  more  explicit  j  fternarion,  and  interrupted 
information  of  the  Chnftiaft  I  him,  laying — Enough !  leave 

religion  deferred  the  caufe — I  us  at  prefent - Some  other 

telling  the  Jews,  when  Lyfias  I  time  1  may  fend  for  you  a- 
the  tribune  came  to  Caefarea,  |  gain. 

he  ihould  be  able  to  examine  |  26  He  was  in  hopes  alfo 

and  decide  with  greater  im- 1  that  Paul  would  offer  him  a 
partiality.  [bribe,  to  purchafe  his  dif- 

25  He  then;  gave  orders  J  charge — and  this  mercenary 
to  the  centurion  to  take  Padl  j  principle  induced  him  fre- 
into  his  cuftody1 — but  to  treat  I  quently  to  fend  for  and  cen¬ 
tum  as  a  prifoner  at  large,  and  1  verfe  with  the  apoftle. 
to  permit  all  his  friends  toj  27  After  a  confinement 
have  free  accefs  to  him.  I  here  of  two  whole  years  Fe- 

*  He  had  reafow  to  ihodder  at  the  profpeft,  for  he  was  a  man  of  a  weft 
abandoned  charaf|cr.  Claudius  defundus  regibus,  Judfcam  provlnciam 
equitibus  Romanis  aut  liberti*  permifit ;  e  quibus  Antonius  Felix,  per 
omnem  fevitiam  ac  libidinem,  jus  regium  fervili  ingenio  exercuit.  TV 
(it;  Hijor.  Lib-  $-  c.  9.  p.  3^7,  Edit.  Dubl,  At  non  hater  ejus,  cogno¬ 
men  to  Felix,  pari  moderation e  agebat,  jam  pridem  Judxx*  impolitic, 
fecunQa  malefa&a.  tibi  impune  rat as,  tanta  potentta  fubnixo.  Annul.  12. 
54.  He  lived  in  an  adulterous  commerce  with  Drufilla  a  J^zcrji,  the 
voungeft  daughter  of  Herod  Agrippa,  who  had  been  married  to  Azizut 
ting  of  the  Eme/a net,  but  induced  by  the  perfuaiions  of  Felix,  (he  di¬ 
vorced  herfelf  from  her  hufband,  land  threw  herfelf  into  the  arms  of  thu 
prodigate  beathtn,  in  direct  repugnance,  faith  "Jufepbin,  to  the  laws  of  her 
country,  Td  irdTp/d  *out(in.  jojepb’.  Anliy.  Lib.  SO.  c.  6.  §  1.2.  Hud/in. 
Taritut  by  a  miftake  faith  thilDrnjilla  was  the  grand -daughter  of  the  fa¬ 
mous  Cleopatra- ind  Aatcaj.  Hip  or.  Lib-  c.  9. 

liy 
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lix  was  fucceeded  in  the  pro¬ 
vince  by  Porcius  Feftus - 

But  Felix,  when  he  deliver¬ 
ed  up  his  government  to  his 
fuccefior,  to  gratify  the  Jews, 
left  Paul  at  his  departure  Hill  j 
a  prifoner. 


of  the 


4 SS 


produce 
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Feftus  entered  upon 
the  government  of  his  pro¬ 
vince,  he  went  up  from  Cae- 
farea  to  Jerufalem. 

a  Here  the  k  high  priefts 
and  the  leading  men  among 

D  O 

the  Jews,  when  they  waited 
upon  him  to  congratulate  him 
upon  his  acceftion  to  the  pro¬ 
vince,  bitterly  inveighed  a- 
ainft  the  apoftle, 

3  foliciting  it  as  a  favour 
that  he  would  be  pleafed  to 
give  orders  to  have  him  lent 
to  Jeruialcm — defigning,  had 
he  complied  with  this  re- 
queft,  to  have  hired  ruffians 
to  murder  him  upon  the 
road. 


bunal  what  they  had  to  al- 
ledee  againft  the  prifoner. 

Alter  a  ftay  of  about  ten 
days  in  the  metropolis,  he 
went  down  to  Caefarca— and 
the  next  day  after  his  arrival, 
he  fum mohed  a  court 
alcended  the  bench— and  or¬ 
dered  Paul  to  be  brought  be* 


THREE  days  after  j  fore  him. 

Pfrt-nc  tinnn  1  7  Here  as  he  flood  at  the 

bar,  his  ptofecutors  from  Je¬ 
rufalem  with  great  virulence 
charged  him  with  many  hei¬ 
nous  and  atrocious  crimes 
nond  of  which,  upon 


cr 

O 


4  But  Feftus  told  them, 
that  it  was  his  will,  that  Paul 
Ihould  remain  in  cuftody  at 
Cjefarea — and  that  his  ftay  in 
fcrufalem  would  be  very 

fhort, 

5  Adding — that  any  per- 
fons  whom  they  fixed  .upon, 
might  go  down  along  with 


ftri£t  examination,  they  were 
able  to  prove  againft  him. 

8  For  his  apology  he 
publickly  declared  in  the 
moft  folemn  terms,  that  they 
could  not  convidt  him  of  any 

|  one  inftance  of  a  criminal  be¬ 
haviour,  either  to  the  law, 

co  the  temple,  or  to  the  Ro¬ 
man  empepor. 

9  Feftus  then,  being  de- 
firous  to  ingratiate  himfelf 
with  the  Jews,  aiked  him,  if 
he  was  willing  his  caufe  Ihould 
be  tried  at  Jerufalem. 

10  To  this  propofal  Paul 

replied - 1  am  now  before 

Csfar’s  tribunal,  where  my 
caufe  ought  to  be  impartially 

canvafled  and  decided — Yoii 
yourfelf  atfe  confcious  chat  I 
have  been  guilty  of  nothing 


t  See  ^r.  MiU  in  loc.  a  ad  ver.  15 

Q  g  4 


criminal 
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criminal  againft  my  country  I  14  Thefe  making  a  ftay  of 
men.  .  1  feveral  days  at  Csefarea,  a- 

11  If  I  have  injured  them,  I  mong  other  fubjedb,  Feftus 

if  I  have  perpetrated  any  capi-  I  recounted  to  them  the  apoftle’s 
tal  crime,  I  futymit  without  j  ftory— I  have  here  a  prifoner, 
reluctance  to  capital  punifh*  I  (aid  he,  whom  my  predecef- 
meilt — But  if  all  the  charges  I  for  left  in  cuftody,  when  he 
they  have  now  brought  a-  j  quitted  the  province, 
gainft  me  are  proved  to  be  I  15.  This  per  fan,  during 
abfolutely  falfe  and  ground- 1  a  fhort  vifit  I  paid  to  Jerufa- 
lefs,  no  perfon  <tan  condemn  |  lem  upon  my  arrival,  the 
me  to  death  merely  to  grati-  J  high  priefts  and  principal 
fy  them— I  appeal  to  the  em-  I  magiftrates  loaded  with  ma- 
peror.  |  ny  atrocious  and  aggravated 

12  Feftus,  after  deliberat-  I  crimes  —  and  importunately 

jpg  with  the  Roman  council,  1  begged  me  to  pafs  fentence 
turned  and  laid  to  him - I  of  death  upon  him. 

Have  you  appealed  to  the!  16  To  thefe  urgent  entrea- 
emperor  ?- — You  (hall  then  jties  I  replied  —  that  it  was 
go,  •  and  be  judged  by  the  [  not  cuftomary  (or  the  Ro- 
emperor.  mans  j’o  gratify  any  man 

§?— 1 3  A  few  days  after  with  the  death  of  another 
this,  king  Agrippa,  and  his  —  and  that  the  m  laws  of 
Jjfter  1  Bernice  took  a  journey  Rome  ena&ed,  That  the  per- 
to  Ceefarca  to  congratulate  Ton  impeached  Ihould  have 
Feftus  upon  his  accefiion  to  free  liberty  to  offer  a  public 
the  province.  *  defence  of  himfelf  before  his 

*  This  lady  was  the  ehJefi  daoghtcr  of  Herod  Agrippa.  She  was  fuf- 
pefted  of  an  i  need  nous  commerce;  with  her  brother  Agrippa.  To  this 
Jwvtstai  refers.  Sat.  6-  155. 

»■-  — >—  Adamaj  notlflimus,  et  Berenices 
In  digito  fa&ns  preuofior.  Hone  dedit  olim 
Barbarus  ioctft* ;  dedit  bunc  Agrippa  forori. 

She  infinuated  herielf  into  the  afteflions  of  ‘Titus  Vtfpafi&n.  Bereniccm 
Baum  ab  orbe  dimifit  invitus  suvitam.  Suett*.  TiV.  c.  7. 

■  Causi  cognita  multi  poffunt  abfolvi,  incognita  quidem  condemnari 
nemo  poteft.  Cicero  in  Venem.  .  Cicero  inveighs  againft  Vetres  per¬ 
petually,  that,  ahfistis  nomen  j^peptJTe.  Again,  tbftntm  in  rcos  retulcrit, 
causa  iuiifla,  capife  daronavit.  Crimen  fine  accufatione,  fententia 
fine  confilio,  damnatio  line  defenfionc.  Cicero  in  Ter.  pslBm.  T.ypi-^i 
yap  ve/M!  ,  &c.  Pephnla  enafted  i  law.  That  he  who  {offered  any  man 
to  be  pat  to  death  without  a  legal  trial,  fiiould  be  held  guilty  of  af- 
fc&jugthe  tyranny  of  Rome.  Plutarch  inPoplic.  p.  187.  Edit.  (Jr.  Stepb.  8vc. 

accufirs, 
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accufers,  and  exculpate  him- 1  'till  1  have  an  opportunity  of 
felt,  if  he  could,  from  the  |  fending  him  to  Rome, 
crimes  alledged  againft  him.  I  22  Agrippa  then  faid  to 
17  Accordingly,  upon  their  I  Fcftus  —  I  mould  be  glad  to 
coming  hither  in  a  body,  1  af-  (hear  what  this  perlon  hath  to 
cended  the  tribunal  the  very  I  fay  in  vindication  of  his  pr in- 
next  day — willing  to  difpatch  I  ciples  —  To-morrow  then, 
this  bufinefs  —  and  ordered  I  faid  the  procurator,  you  (hall 
the  prifoner  to  be  brought  to  I  have  this  pleafure. 

the  bar.  j  23  Accordingly,  the  next 

j  8  But  his  profecutors  now  j  day,  king  Agrippa  and  his 
alledged  againft  him  no  fuch  j  lifter  Bernice,  with  a  moft 
imputations  as  1  imagined  J  fplend id  and  magnificent  re- 
they  would  do.  |  tmue,  entered  the  praetorium, 

19  They  only  had  to  charge  I  attended  alfo  by  the  Roman 
him  wi  th  differing  from  them  j  tribunes  and  perfons  of  the 
in  ibme  controverted  points  j  firft  diftinflion  in  Csefarea  — 
and  fubtilties  in  their  ‘  reli-  j  When  this  large  brilliant  af. 
gion  —  and  about  one  Jefus,  |  fembly  were  leated,  Feftus 
whomthey  declared  was  dead,]  ordered  Paul  to  be  brought 
but  whom  the  prifoner  aver-  j  before  them. 

red  to  be  ftill  living.  j  24  When  the  apoftle  was 

20  1,  being  greatly  per- 1  conduced  in,  the  procura- 
plexed  and  embarrafied  in  |  tor  thus  ajddrefied  himfelf  to 

what  manner  to  terminate  J  the  company— “  This  is  the 
this  affair,  afked  the  prifo- 1  perfon,  king  Agrippa,  and 

ner.  If  he  would  content  to  |  ye  illufbidus  auditors,  againft 
have  his  caufe  tried  in  Jeru- 1  whom  the  whole  community 
falem.  I  of  the  Je\ys  are  lo  implacably 

2 1  Upon  this  propofal,  he  I  enraged— whom  they  have  fo 
made  his  appeal  to  Caefar,  J  often,  both  in  Jerufalem,  and 
and  publicity  infifted  upon  1  in  this  city,  by  the  moft  fup- 
the  emperor’s  decifion —  and  J  plicant  eritreaties  begged  me 
he  is  now  under  confinement,  1  to  difpatch — vehemently  cla- 

s 

♦ 

n  A u<nS'*tn«vnt  it  frequently  afed  io  ft  good  fenfc,  as  it  is  undoubtedly 
in  this  place.  Ftfiut  would  not, ' before  king  Agrippa,  who  was  a  Jew, 
brand  his  religion  with  the  odious  name  of  fupkrfiition.  K«i  fw  J'oku, 
x.  t.  x.  What  in  my  judgment  is  the  bond,  onion  in  the  Roman 
communion  is  their  religion,  J'HftJ'dt/tmett.  Ptlybitu,  p.  497.  Edit . 

Hastv.  1619.  See  the  note  on  Chap.  xru.  2a. 
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tnouring,  That  the  earth 
ought  to  be  inftantly  deliver¬ 
ed  from  fuch  a  vile  monfter. 

25  But,  after  ftri£t  exami¬ 
nation,  I  am  convinced  he 

hath  been  guilty  of  no  crime 
that  defcrves  capital  puniih- 
ment — and  I  am  now  deter¬ 
mined,  upon  his  appealing 
to  the  emperor,  to  fend  him 
to  Rome. 

26  But  as  I  have  yet  no¬ 
thing  explicit -to  write  to  my 
fovereign  about  him,  I  have 
judged  it  proper  to  bring 
him  before  this  honourable 
and  auguft  affembly,  and, 
particularly,  before  you,  king 
Agrippa  1  —  That  his  prin¬ 
ciples  and  conduct  being  here 
accurately  explored  and  exa¬ 
mined,  1  might  be  able  to 
tranfinit  a  clear  and  faithful  ac¬ 
count  of  him  to  the  emperor. 

27  For  it  would  be  highly 
abfurd  and  infolent  for  me  to 
fend  a  prifoner  to  Caefar, 
without  fpecifying  His  crimes. 

4 

CHAP.  XXVI. 

1  A  GRIPPA  then  faid: 

■**  to  Paul  —  You  have 

a 

now  free  permifiion  to  vindi¬ 
cate  yourfelf— * — Upon  this 
Paul  ft  retched  out  his  band, 

and  delivered  the  following 

apology ; 

2  “  Distinguished  is 
my  happinefs,  O  king  Agrip- 
pa,  that  I  arr>  now  favoured 


with  an  opportunity  of  pub- 
iickly  vindicating  my  left'  be¬ 
fore  fo  illultrious  a  perfonage 
from  the  various  afperfions 

that  the  Jews  have  caft  upon 
me. 

3  Efpecially  as  I  am  pleaf- 
ingly  confcious  that  you  are 
perfe&ly  acquainted  with  the 
whole  religious  fvftem,  and 
popular  concroverfies,  of  the 
Jews—'  -  This  perfuafion  en¬ 
courages  me  to  folicir,  that 
you  would  hear,  what  I  have 
to  offer  in  defence  of  the 
principles  I  have  adopted, 
with  lenity  and  candour. 

4  To.  my  conduft  and  cha- 
rafter  in  early  life,  which 
was ,  fpent  among  my  ov/n 
countrymen  on  the  public 
theatre  of  Jerufalem,  all  the 
Jews  are  no  ftrangers. 

5  They  all  know  my  life, 
and  the  liberal  education  I  re¬ 
ceived,  if  they  were  difpofed 

ingen  uoufly  to  atteft  it - 

They  all  know  that  1  was  c- 
ducatod  in  the  ftricleft  fed  of 
our  religion,  and  that  I  em¬ 
braced  the  principles  of  the 
Pharifees. 

■  J 

6  And  now  do  I  ftand  at 
this  tribunal  for  my  firm  and 
avowed  belief  in  that  tranf- 

D.  promile,  which  God 

y  made  to  our  iUuftri- 
ous  forefathers. 

7  A  promill* !  after  whofe 
expected  bleffednefs  the  whole 
community  of  Ifrael  fervently 

aipircs 
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afpires— -and  to  attain  which 
all  the  twelve  tribes  day  and 
night  ferve  God  with  unre- 
mitted  ardour  of  devotion  — 
and  yet  becaufe  I  cherifli  this 
common  hope,  O  king  A- 
grippa,  am  I  purfued  by  the1 

whole  body,  of  the  Jews, 
with  unrelenting  enmity  and 

rage. 

8  What !  is  it  a  thing  ab¬ 
solutely  incredible  with  you. 
That  the  great  God  is  able 
to  reanimate  the  dead ! 

■ 

9  I  once  thought  it  my 

duty  to  do  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  crufh  the  caufe  of 
JefUvS  in  its  birth. 

10  Accordingly  in  Jerufa- 
lem,  I  diftingoiihed  myfelf 
by  my  zealous  endeavours  to 
fupprefs  it — Great  numbers 
of  the  Chriftians  I  confined 

in  jails  -i - to  me  the  high 

priefts  granted  their  commtf- 
fion  to  harrafs  them—*  1  ever 
gave  a  chcarful  fufferage  to 
thofe  who  were  refolved  to  at- 

fafinate  them. 

1 1  In  every  fynagogue  by ; 
my  orders  they  were  mang¬ 
led  with  fcourges  and  punifh-  • 
ed  with  extreme  cruelty— By 
the  tortures  1  infli&ed  I  ob^ 
liged  them  to  calumniate  and 
revile  their  leader— At  laft, 


the  excefies  of  my  unbound* 
ed  fury  againft  them  would 
not  be  circumfcribed  within 
the  narrow  limits  of  Judaea—* 
My  madnds  inftigated  me  to 
overleap  its  boundaries,  and 
perfecute  in  foreign  towns  and 
cities. 

12  But  as  I  was  travelling 
to  Damalcus  with  an  unlimit¬ 
ed  commiffion  from  the  high 
priefts, 

1 3  on  die  public  road,  a- 
bout  the  middle  of  the  day, 
I  faw,  O  king  Agrippa,  from 
the  parted  clouds,  all  on  a 
fudden,  an  ineffable  light,  in¬ 
finitely  more  dazzling  than 
all  the  effulgence  of  the  fun, 
dart  and  blaze  about  me  and 
my  companions. 

14  We  were  all  inftantly 
ft  ruck  to  the  earth— where  as 
I  lay  proftrate  I  heard  the  fol¬ 
lowing  words,  in  Hebrew, 

folemnly  ottered - Saul ! 

Saul!  why  doft  thou  perfe¬ 
cute  me—  *It  is  madnefs  for 
thee  to  contend  with  a  fuperi- 
our  power ! 

15  Trembling,  I  faid. 
Lord !  who  art  thou  ? — The 

voice  replied - 1  am  Jefus, 

whom  thou  art  perfecuting. 

1 6  Bug  rife— for  I  have 
now  appeared  to  thee  to  con- 


°  StXwpw  <roi  9rp&  ttrr^n  xakti^hy.  Thir  exprcflloa  occurs  in  the 

folittji  writers - Namque  infeitia  eft  Adverfam  ftimalum  calces.  Terete. 

rhormio,  A&.  i .  Seen.  x.  V.  z8.‘  See  Men  Cafaubtm  in  Ioc.  Edit.  Vttr . 
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ftitute  thee  a  minifter  and  a  tions,  have  I  publickiy  pro* 
witnefs  of  what  thou  haft  claimed  the  indilpenfable  ne- 
fcen,  and  that  thou  mayeft  ceflity  of  repentance,  and  of 
publifh  to  the  world  the  truths  a  devout  and  holy  life. 

I  ihall  in  future!  time  reveal  21  It  is  for  thefe  princi- 
to  thee.  pies,  and  for  this  conduit, 

x  7  I  will  be  thy  guardian  that  the  Jews  feized  me  in  the 
amiaft  the  rage  of  the  Jews  temple,  and  violently  at- 
and  the  fury  of  the  Heathens  tempted  to  murder  me. 

— to  whom  1  will  depute  thee,  22  But  by  the  powerful 

18  to  pour  the  light  of  interpolation  of  my  God  1 
truth  upon  the  mental  eye  have  been  refcued  from  every 
—to  difpel  the  gloomy  dark*  danger — and  now  ftand  be- 
nefs  from  their  benighted  fore  you  this  day  a  monu- 
fouls — to  reclaim  them  from  ment  of  the  divine  mercy  — 
the  adoration  of:  falfe,  to  the  freely  declaring  to  the 

worfhip  of  the  true  God -  noble  and  ignoble  no  other 

that 9  by  embracing  my  reli-  truths  but  what  Mofes  and 
gion  they  may  obtain  a  total  the  prophets  have  cxprefsly 
remiffion  of  their  paft  fins,  aflerted: 

and  finally  fecitre  a  blefied  23  for  example,  that  the 
immortality  among  the  vir-  Melfiah  would  be  *  liable  to 
tuous.  fufferings — that  he  would  be 

19  To  the  foletnn  com*  the  firft  perfon  who  Ihould  be 

mands  enjoined  me  by  .this  railed  from  the  grave  to  abfo- 
heavenly  vifion,  O  king  A-  lute  immortality— and  that  he 
grippa*  I  have  nbt  been  dif-  would  diftufe  a  moft  glorious 
obedient.  and  facred  light  in  the  world 

20  But  to  the  Jews  in  Da-  to  illuminate  both  the  Jews 
mafcus  firft— then  to  Jerufa-  and  the  Gentiles  without  dif- 
Jem— afterwards  to  all  Judaea  tin&ion.” 

t— at  laft,  to  the  Heathen  na-  24  Here  Feftus  interrupt* 

■ 

.f  Uif-a  i*  not  governed  on  vyiamuiaH,  bat  put  in  eonftruAion  with 
X chat  they  may  obtain,  by  embracing  my  religion,  a  total  remiflion 
of  their  paft  fins.  See  note  on  Chap.  xiii.  39. 

s  liable  to  /offerings.  Out*  yap  law©*,  x.  t.  x.  Pythagoras 

conceived  the  Duty,  not  to  be  impreftible  or  taffvc  (tpShtoi)  but  to 
be  a  pure,  confcious,  invifible,  incorruptible  intelligence.  Plutarch  Numa, 
p.  1 1 8.  Who  in  reward  of  their  virtue  were  diverted  of  mortality  and  a 
* abltncfs  to  human  fafFerings,  Tafljtr  or*  Pint  arch  Pelopidart  p.  522.  Edit. 

Sttfb.  8 vo.  Gr. 
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ed  his  difcourfe  by  fuddenly 
exclaiming  with  a  loud  and 
vehement  voice  —  Certainly 
Paul  you.  are  mad  \  Your  pro¬ 
found  erudition  hath  dilor- 
dercd  your  intellects ! 

25  The  apofHe  replied— 
My  underftandsng,  molt  il- 
luftrious  Feftus,  is  not  difor- 
dered— What  1  utter  is  the 
didate  of  fober  truth  and  fe- 
date  reflection. 

26  1  appeal  to  the  king, 
before  whom  1  (peak  with 
this  freedom,  for  the  truth  of 
my  declarations  —  His  maje- 
fty,  1  am  perfuadcd ,  is  not 
ignorant  of  any  part  of  thefe 
public  tranfaCtions  —  Thefe 
things  were  not  done  in  feme 
obfcure  retreat. 

2  7  Do  you  believe,  O  king 
Agrippa,  the  predi&ions  of 
the  antient  prophets  ?  — I  am 
confcious  you  believe  them. 

28  Agrippa  then  faid  to 
him — You  almoft  induce  me 
to  turn  Chriftian. 

29  Would  to  God,  the 
apoftle  replied,  that  all  my 
prefent  auditors  were  not  at- : 
mofty  but  altogether^  fuch  as  1 1 
am— except  in  the  Angle  cir- 1 
cumftance  of  thefe  chains. 

30  After  he  had  faid  this, 
the  king,  the  procurator, 
Bernice,  and  the  reft  of  the  1 
company  rofe  up,  and  with¬ 
drew. 

31  Saying,  as  they  went 
out,  one  to  another  —  This 


unhappy  perfen  hath  done 
nothing  that  deferves  either 
death,  or  imprifonmenc  l . 

32  and  king  Agrippa  free¬ 
ly  told  Feftus,  That  he  oughc- 
in  juftice  to  have  been  dif- 
charged,  if  he  had  not  ap¬ 
pealed  to  the  Emperor. 

C  H  A  P. .  XXVII. 
i  TN  conference  of  the 

-  *  procurator’s  relblution  to 
fend  the  apoftle  to  Rome,  he 
and  feme  other  prifeners  were 
committed  to  the  care  of  a 
Roman  captain  called  Julius,- 
who  was  a  centurion ,  of  the 
Auguftan  Cohort. 

2  We  therefore*  in  corn-* 
;  pany  with  Ariftarchus  a  Mar 
'  cedonian,  a  native  of  Thef- 

felonica,  embarked  on  board 
a  veficl  belonging  to  A- 
dramytrium,  that  was  to 
fail  along  the  eoafts  of  Alia 
minor. 

3  The  next-day  we  arriv¬ 
ed  at  Sidon— where  the  Ro-. 
man  officer  treated  Paul  with 
Angular  humanity  and  kind- 
neis  —  permitting  him  to  vi- 
fit  his. friends  here,  and  to 
receive  any  favours  they  were 
pleafed  to  confer. 

4  Sailing  from  Sidon  we 
met  with  contrary  winds, 
which  obliged  us  to  coaft 
along  the  ifland  of  Cyprus. 

5  After  paffing  the  lea  that 
walhes  the  ftiorcs  of  Cilicia 

and 
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■ 

and  Pamphylia,  we '  difem-  |  with  gre°t  lofs  and  very  im- 
barked  at  Myra  in  Lycia.  minent  danger,  not  only  of 

6  Here  the  centurion  meet-  the  freight  and  the  vcficl, 
ing  with  an  Alexandrian  vel-  but  of  our  own  lives. 

(el  that  was  bound  for  Italy,  I  1 1  But  the  Roman  officer 
he  put  us  on  board  of  her.  |  paid  greater  regard  to  the 

7  We  afterwards  failed  ex-  {judgment  of  the  matter  and 
tremely  flow  for  a  confider-;  { pilot  of  the  vefiel,  than  to 
able  number  of  days  toge-  { this  advice  of  the  apoftle. 
ther — and- with  agreat-diffi-  I  12  The  port  we  had  now 
culty  at  laft  got  oppofite  !  put  into  being  extremely  in- 
Cnidus  —  but  lVere  obliged  ’  commodious  for  wintering  a 
by  contrary  winds  to  take  ftorm,  the  major  part  were 
fhelter  under  the  ihore  of  :  of  opinion  to  quit  it,  and,  if 
Crete,  oppofite  Salamis.  pomble,  to  make  the  har- 

8  After  patting  this  town  bour  of  Phcenice  — *  a  much 
with  great  difficulty,  we  put  more  convenient  haven  in 
into  an  harbour  called  the  the  ifland,  bearing  fouth-weft 
Fair  havens*  very  near  the  :  and  north- weft. 

city  Alafia.  13  In  the  mean  time  a 

^  9  Having  fpdnt  Jo  long  a  >fouthern  gale  fprung  up¬ 
time  in  this  fhort  voyage  which  i nip i red  us  with  fond 
hither,  and  it  being  no  longef  hopes  that  now  all  our  wifhes 
fefe  to  venture  upon  the  deep,  would  be  happily  accompli (h- 

as  the  Jewiih  r  feaft  of  ta>i  ed - -  We  therefore  imme- 

bernacks  was  now  paft,  Paul  diately  weighed  anchor,  and 
adviled  them  to  refign  all  j  coafted  along  the  fhores  of 
thoughts  of  putting  to  fea  in  j  Crete, 
fo  critical  a  feafbn  of  the  year.  24  But  we  had  not  pro- 

10  1  am  perfuaded.  Sirs!  Iceeded  far  before  we  were 
faid  he,  that  the  future  part  j  afihiied  by  a  dreadful  *  hur- 
of  our  voyage,  if  you  are  I  ricane,  called  by  the  failors 
refolved  to  profccute  it  at  *  Euraculon. 

this  time,  will  be  attended  |  15  The  vefiel  being  feized 

■ 

r  25th  of  September.' 

*  Ar«p©-  Tvtuvix©"  by  the  defcription  given  of  it  by  the  Greek daf¬ 
fies,  exafily  anfwer*  to  the  Spanijb  term,  Tornado.  Anfiotlt  deferibinj- 
it,  faith,  Tir'jtvfcA?  tun ton  rpup*.  Meteor ,  Lib.  1.  c.i.  ^  Aevujvpw 
i'Tty*vouif&  Kai  iri  ptJ'mo  a<  tuo  fa  up.  Lucian  ae  veraHift.  Lib.  1. 

-  *  This  is  the  reading  in  the  Alexandrian  MS.  and  is  frobabty  the  true 
(original  lettion. 

and 
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and  invaded  by  the  invincible  1  ing  violence,  the  crew  next 
iury  of  this  tempeft,  and  ut- 1  day  threw  the  freight  of  the 
terly  incapable  of  *  bearing  op  I  fhip  overboard, 
againft  its  dreadful  aflaults,  I  1  p  The  day  after,  we  affift- 
we  were  driven  at  its  mercy.  1  ed  them  in  throwing  into  the 

1 6  Happening  however  to  I  fea  the  tackling  of  tne  vefiel. 

be  run  under  a  little  ifland  I  20  And  now  the  gloomy 
called  Clauda,  we  with  great  I  tempefts  having  for.  feveral 
difficulty,  at  laft,  hoifted  the  1  days  together  intercepted 
boat  out  of  the  veHel.  I  from.  u$  the  fight  of  the  *  fun, 

17  The  Tailors  having  got  j  the  moon  and  the  ftars,  and 
it  overboard,  for  its  greater  j  ftiil  raging  with  the  fame 
iecuriry  they  *  undergirded  I  dreadful  violence,  we  entire  - 
tlie  fhip  with  ropes  — —  Be-  J  ly  refigned  all  hopes  of  ever 
ing  then  dreadfully  afraid  J  jprefcrving  Our  lives. 

of  being  carried  among  j  21  The  fhip’s  company, 
the  quickfands  on  the  coaft  iharrafled  by  the  tempeft  and 
of  Africa,  they  took  down  |  by  defpair,  having  taken  no 
the  main  maft  —  "■  and  kt  j  refrelhment  for  lome  time, 
her  drive.  I  Paul  flood  up,  and  thus  ad- 

18  The  ftorm -ftiil  con-  Idrefied  them— You  ought  to 
tinuing  to  rage  with  unabat-  J  have  followed.  Sirs  1  my  faJu- 


«  is  a  very  elegant  expreflioo.  Litfcrally,  look  the  ftorm  in 

the  fact*  Blackw&U*  S.  Claffics.  Vol.  i>  p«  15*  Thu  very  compbaticai 
worn  is  often  ufed  by  Polybius*  JVruro 7ta/  t  qsc  croAt- 

fxnt to  p.  1 6*  The  Carthaginians  Were  not  able  to.  face  the  Romans  in 
arms,  *\  Kptira /,  p.  69.  That  it  may  appear  with  what  a  formidable 

nation  Annibal  dared  to  cope%  p*  ill*  The  Achaean* 

with  their  own  forces  dared  to  meet  the  Lacedaemonians  in /rent, 
pt  1  Vo  p.  133,  Su  al/io  p.  169.  216 .  300*  302.  Edit*  Hatmt*  fol.  1619* 

*  This  expedient  was  pratlifed  by  the  Ant  tints,  in  imminent  danger,  to 
Secure  the  vefTel* — Sine  tunibus 
Vix  dura  re  carinae 
Poflint  impcriofius 

JEquor*  Herat*  Lib*  l*  Ode  14*  Vf.  51* 

*  yap  art pt  vnuat  CctBti  nr,  k/i  <rt\nrn 
Oam  d:w  not Ttiytro  yap  n<paaa(r., 

F.v9*  *Ttf  vflr  v»a»r  tat S'fAitr  o pSaKuoiair. 

Out*  w  Kvy.ttTA  uxnfA  ^.Mhtvi'ofjLtvA  fort  yj*oav> 

y-.ctiJ'euit  arfirvnat  tv  at *.{**(  ~Odjf.  I.  Vf.  144. 

Tres  adeo  inccrtos  caeca.  caligine  foies 

Err  am  us  pclago,  totidem  fine  (idlrii  nodes.  F:rg.  /En.  3.  103. 
The  Svriac  Vcrfion  reads  Moot,  See  Mill* 

*  v 
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tary  admonitions,  and  not  faUors  imagined  they  were  not 
have  embarked  from  Crete —  far  from  fome  coafh 
by  which  means  you  would  28  Accordingly  they  found* 
not  have  incurred  thefe  im-  ed,  and  found  the  depth  6ft y 
minent  dangers  and  Unhappy  i  fathoms — a  little  farther  they 
Ioffes.  :  again  tried  the  depth,  and 

22  But  I  not?  exhort  you  found  it  only  fifteen. 

to  dilpel  your  fears-— for  there  29  Being  now  (eized  with 
ihall  not  be  the  lofs  of  a  fin-  dreadful  confirmation,  left 
gle  life — the  veflel  alone  will  they  fhould  be  driven  upoi> 
perifti.  rocks,  they  caft  four  anchors 

23  For  laft  night  the  ah-  out  of  the  ftern — and  waited 

gel  of  that  GodL  whole  mef-  the  return  of  morning  with  ex - 
ienger  I  am,  and  whom  1  treme  ardor  and  impatience, 
worlhip,  appeared,  and  thus  30  .The  crews  intention 
accofted  me :  was  now  to  abandon  the  vef- 

24  “  Paul  f  banilh  thy '  fel  ■  and  accordingly  they 
fears! — ThoU  Unzft  ftand  at- 1  hauled  the  boat  over  board, 
Csefar’s  tribunal — Thy  God  j  under  pretence  of  calling  zn- 
will  mercifully  fave,  for  thy  j  chors  from  the  prow. 

fake,  the  lives  of  every  indi-  J  3 1  Paul,  confcious  of  their 
vidual  that  are  in  the  veffel  j  defign,  faid  to  the  centurion 
with  thee.  j  and  to  the  foldiers - If  the 

25  Difpel,  therefore,  I  eni  I  failors  do  not  lfay  in  the  vel- 
treat  you  all  you t  terrors — for  ]  fel,  to  navigate  it,  it  will  be 
I  am  perfuaded  that  God  will  j  impofiible  for  you  to  fave  your 
certainly  accomplish  this  his  I  lives.  . 

lolemn  declaration.  1  32  The  Roman  foldiers 

26  Let  me  allure  you,  I  hearing  this,  inftantly  cut  the 

That  we  (hall  be  driven  up-  ropes  that  fattened  the  boat  to 
on  fome  ifland.  the  (hip,  and  let  the  waves 

27  About  the  fourteenth  carry  it  away. 

night,  . as  the  (hip  was  toiling  .  33  In  the  mean  time,  while 
up  and  down,  in  the  Adriatic  all  were  now  eagerly  waiting 
fea,  in  every  direction,  at  the  for  the  dawning  of  the  day, 
mercy  of  the  winds  and*  Paul  begged  they  would  take 
waves,  about  midnight  the  ;  fome  reirefhment — 7  “  Your 

r  That  this  is  the  only  juft  tranflation  of  the  original,  fee  Blackwell 
S.  Claffics,  Vol.  ii,  p.  172.  410.  Hpwtl’t  Hidory  of  the  Bible,  and 

Odxfo*  1*.  17  S- 


expectation 
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expedation  of  the  fourteenth) 
which  is  to-day,  hath  been  fo 
intenfe,  as  hath  prevented 
you  from  taking  your  ufual 
repaft,  and  you  have  conti¬ 
nued  ail  the  whole  day  to 
this  moment  without  eating 
any  thing. 

34  I  therefore  beg  you 
would  take  fome  refreshment 
—•This  is  ablolutely  neceflary 
for  the  fupport  of  nature 
Be  afiured  that  an  hair  of 
your  heads  fhall  not  perilh. 

35  When  he  had  faid  this, 
he  took  bread,  and  after  de¬ 
voutly  offering  his  pious  ac¬ 
knowledgments  to  God  before 
them  all,  he  broke  it,  and  be¬ 
gan  to  eat. 

26  His  encouragements 
and  example  revived  their  de¬ 
jected  fpirits — and  they  alfo 
partook  of  a  common  repaft. 

37  The  number  of  all  on 
board  were  two  hundred  fe- 
yenty-fix. 

58  After  they  had  refrefh- 
ed  themfelves,  they  lightened 
the  veflel  by  throwing  the 
wheat,  with  which  it  was  la¬ 
den,  over-board. 

39  When  the  mornin 

dawned,  they  deferied 
—-but  knew  not  to  what  regi¬ 
on  it  belonged— They  difeo- 
vered  alfo  a  bay  with  a  fhore, 
into  which  they  intended,  if 
pofiible,  to  run  the  veflel. 

40  They  cut  therefore  the 
Cables  to  which  the  anchors 

Vol.  1, 


4^5 

were  tied — they  unloofed  alfo 
the  bands  that  faftened  the 

rudders - they  hoifted  die 

main  fail — and  made  di  redly 
for  fhore. 

41  But  happening  to  fall 
into  a  place  where  two  con¬ 
trary  currents  conflicted,  they 
run  the  veflel  aground 
The  prow  was  fixed  deep  in 
the  fand,  lo  that  all  the  force 
they  could  exert  was  not 

able  to  extricate  it - The 

ftern  was  fluttered  and  dif- 
united  by  the  violence  of  the 
billows. 

42  In  this  critical  emer¬ 
gency  the  fbldiers  adviled  it 
as  highly  expedient  to  maf- 
facre  all  the  prifoners,  that 

none  of  them  might  fwim  to 

fhore,  and  make  their  efcape. 

43  But  ihe  centurion,  wil¬ 
ling  to  lave  Paul’s  life,  re¬ 
ceded  this  cruel  propofal  — 
and  gaive  orders  that  thofe 
who  could  fwim  fhould  throw 
themfelves  firft  into  the  fea, 
and  gain  the  fhore. 

44  Afterwards  the  reft  of 
the  fhip’s  company,  fome 
upon  planks,  fome  upon  the 
fragments  of  the  veflel— 
every  individual,  got  fafe  C9 
fhore. 


CHAP.  XXVIII. 

1  F  T  £  R  this  wender- 

ful  deliverance,  we 
found  that  the  name  of  the 

H  h  ifland 
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ifland  we  were  cad  upon  was  anxious  and  painful  expecla- 
Melite.  tation,  and  found  none  of  che 

2  Its  natives,  who  were  ufual  fymptoms  eniue,  their 
*  barbarians,  treated  us  with  former  fentiments  of  him 

Angular  humanity - -  for  were .  changed  into  devout 

they  benevolently  received  aftonifliment  and  awe  —  and 
us  all  into  their  houfes,  and  they  declared  he  was  a  God. 
made  large  fires  to  dry  our  7  On  that  coaft,  where  the 
wet  cloaths  and  warm  our  be-  veflel  was  wrecked,  lay  the 
numbed  limbs.  eftate  of  the  governor  of  the 

3  Paul  having,  among  o-  ifland,  whofe  name  was  Pub- 

thers,  gathered  a  bundle  of  lius  —  This  gentleman  gave 
fagots,  and  laid  it  on  the  fire  us  a  friendly  reception,  and 
— a  viper  iprung  out  of  the  entertained  us  at  his  houfe  for 
flame  and  fattened  on  his  three  days  with  great  hu ma¬ 
ll  and.  nity. 

4  When  the  barbarians  8  The  father  of  this  gen- 
faw  the  deadly  animal  hang-  deman  happened  now  to  be 
ing  at  his  hand,  they  faid  one  confined  to  his  bed  by  a  dy- 

to  another - Undoubtedly  fentery  and  fever— Paul  went 

this  wretch  mutt  have  com-  into  his  chamber  —  prayed 
mitted  murder  • —  tho*  faved  —  laid  his  hands  upon  him 
from  a  wreck,  yet  divine  juf-  — -and  miraculoufly  rettored 
tice  purfues  him,  and  hath .  him  to  perfed  health, 
devoted  him  to  this  dreadful  9  The  report  of  this  tranf- 
fate !  adion  being  foon  fpread  over 

5  The  apoftle  (hook  the  the  ifland,  all  the  inhabitants, 

venomous  creature  into  die  who  laboured  under  any  in- 
fire,  without  feeding  the  leaft  difpofitions,  went  to  the  a- 
unhappy  confequences.  pottle,  and  were  miraculoufly 

6  The  natives  in  the  mean  cured. 

time  kept  their  eyes  intenfely  10  The  people  therefore 
fixed  upon  him  — expeding  made  us  the  moft  grateful  re- 
cvcry  moment  to  lee  the  ter-  turns — treating  us  with  every 

rible  effeds  of  the  poifon,  civility - and  at  our  rcim- 

in  either  caufing  him  to  fwell,  barking  generoufly  provided 

or  inftantly  to  drpp  down  |  us  with  every  thing,  we  might 
dead  —  But  after  they  had  I  want  in  our  future  voyage, 
viewed  him  for  feme  time  in  *  1 1  After  a  ftay  of  three 


*  That  is,  who  did  not  {peak  the  Greek  or  Roman  language, 

months 
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* 

months  in  the  ifland  we  went  $ — 1 6  Upon  our  arrival  in 
on  board  an  Alexandrian  vcf-  the  capital  the  centurion  im- 
fcl,  which  had  happened  to  mediately  delivered  up  the 
put  in  there  by  llrefs  of  wea-  prifoners  tp  the  prasfedt  of 
ther-  ■-■■in  whofe  prow  were  the  praetorian  guards — but  to 
painted  the  *  figures  of  Caf-  Paul  was  indulged  the  *  li« 
tor  and  Pollux.  berty  of  living  in  a  private 

12  Our  next  difembarka-  apartment,  along  with  one 

tion  was  at  Syracufe — where  foldier  only,  who  was  ap- 
we  fpent  three  days.  pointed  to  guard  him. 

13  From  this  city  failing  17  After  Paul  had  been 
in  an  indirect  circular  line  we  in  Rome  ijhree  days  he  fent 
arrived  at  Rhegium— and  af-  for  the  principal  Jews  who 
ter  our  firft  days  voyage  from  were  at  that  time  in  the  city 
thence  a  fouthem  gale  hap-  —  and  when  they  were  con¬ 
vening  to  fpring  up  we  ar-  vened  together  he  thus  ad- 
rived  in  two  days  at  Puteoli.  drefied  himfelf  to  them— — 

14.  Meeting  here  with  feme  “  My  brethren !  I  am  as  you 
Chriftians,  they  importuned  fee  a  prifoner — But  I  have 
us  to  Ipend  a  week  with  them  not  incurred  this  mifery  and 
—After  which  we  let  out  for  difgrace  for  any  injuflice  to 
Rome.  my  countrymen,  or  for  any 

15  The  Chriftians  in  the  violation  of  our  facred  laws 
imperial  city,  having  receiv-  —  I  was  feized  at  Jcrufalem, 
ed  information  that  we  were  and  came  into  the  hands  of 
upon  the  road,  came  to  meet  the  Romanis, 
us  as  far  as  b  Appii  forum  18  who,  after  repeated  cx- 

and  the  Three  taverns - animations  of  me,  unani- 

The  fight  of  thefe  affectionate  moufly  judged  that  I  ought 
perfons  infpired  the  apoftle  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  as  I  had 
with  tranfports  of  joy  and  perpetrated  no  crime  that  de- 
pious  gratitude  to  heaven.  lcrved  death. 

*  Thcfc  were  twins,  the  ions  of  Tindarus,  and  the  fu ppofcd  tutelar 
Pd  ties  of  all  feafaring  people. 

b  This  place  is  mentioned  by  Horace  in  his  jourpey  to  Brundafium. 

- —  Inde  Forum  Appi 

Diffcrtum  nautis,  cauponibus  atq;  ntalignis. .  Herat.  I.ib.  i.  Sat. 

<  No  doubt  Julius  the  centurion  gave  the  prxfeft  of  the  prsftorian 
guards  a  minute  account  of  tbc  voyage,  how  the*  apoftle  preai&ed  the 
wreck  of  the  veifcl,  and  the  miraculous  cures  he  h^d  performed  in  Melitr. 
This  accounts  for  tlie  kind  treatment  he  now  experienced  at  the  court  of 
Jtimt. 

H'b  2  19  But 
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19  Bat  as  the  Jews  violent¬ 
ly  oppofed  this  determination 
in  my  favour,  J  was  compel¬ 
led  to  the  neceflity  of  appeal 
ing  to  Caefar’s  tribunal — not 
however  from  any  bale  ftudi- 
ed  defign  to  afperfe  and  con¬ 
demn  my  own  country  to  the 
Emperor. 

20  I  have,  therefore,  cal¬ 
led  you  together,  freely  to 
converfe  with  you  on  the  fubi 
jeCt  tliat  hath  occafioned  my 
confinement — For  I  am  load¬ 
ed  with  this  chain  for  my  firm 
belief  in  that  itluftrious  Per- 
fon,  who  fo  long  hath  been 
the  objeCt  of  lfraePs  moft  fer¬ 
vent  expectation. 

21  To  this  the  Jews  replied 
—We  have  had  ho  mention  of 
you  in  any  of  our  letters  from 
J  udsea— -nor  have  any  one  of 
our  countrymen  who  hath 
come  to  this  city  ever  report¬ 
ed  any  thing  criminal  you 

had  committed - or  indeed 

gave  us  any  accounts  at  all  of 

you. 

2  2  We  (hould  be  glad  how¬ 
ever  to  have  your  lentiments 
<?n  the  topic  you  intimate — 
tho*  wc  can  allure  you,  this 
new  fed,  that  hath  lately  ap¬ 
peared  in  the  world,  is  uni- 
ver fully  decried. 

23  Haying  ,  accordingly 
fixed  a  day,  a  very  conGder- 
able  number  of  them  met  at 
his  ho u fe — to  whom  he  gave 
a  minute  account  of  theChrif- 

4 


tian  difpenfation — exhibiting 
its  evidences  before  them  — 
interpreting  the  various  pre¬ 
dictions  of  Mofes  and  the  an- 
tient  prophets— and  by  all 
the  powers  of  argument  and 
perfuaflon  inforcing  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  doCtrines  of  Jefus 
■He  djfcourfed  to  them  on 
5  fubjeCt  from  morning  ‘till 


evening. 


24  Thefe  arguments  con¬ 
vinced  fome  of  die  truth  of 
Chriftianity — but  were  reject¬ 
ed  by  others. 

25  This  their  variety  of 
fentiments  concerning  the 
Chridian  fcheme  occafioning 
a  mutual  contention  and  dil- 

agreement  among  them,  the 
afTcmbly  broke  up— —Paul 
concluding  with  the  following 
expreflions— Very  juftly  hath 
the  holy  fpirir,  which  infpired 
the  prophet  Ifaiah,  charac¬ 
terized  the  prefent  temper 
and  difpofitioo  of  the  Jewiih 
nation  in  this  paflage : 

26  u  Go  to  this  people  and 
fay  to  them — You  lhali  hear 
repeated  accounts  of  the  molt 
amazing  miracles,  but  they 
(hail  produce  no  conviction 
in  your  minds  — you  lhall  e- 
ven  behold  frequent  difplays 
of  fupematural  power,  but 
fhall  not  acknowledge  it  to 
be  divine. 

27  For  the  perception  of 
this  people  is  blunted  by  pre- 
poflefiion,  fp  that  it  is  itnpof- 

fible 
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fible  Co  gain  admiffion  to 
their  heart  by  the  avenues  of 
any  of  their  fenles — for-  they 
have  neither  the  faculties  of 
feeing,  hearing,  or  undcr- 
ftanding  to  beftov  on '  any 
fcheme  that  hath  a  tendency 
to  produce  a  general  refor¬ 
mation  and  amendment  of  life 
among  them; 

28  Let  me  therefore  io- 
lemnly  affure  you  that  upon 
your  wilful  rejection  of  this 
divine  religion,  God  hath  ap¬ 
pointed  it  to  be  propagated 
among  the  Heathens* »  who  will 
give  it  a  willing  and  favour¬ 
able  reception. 


29  After  he  had  pronoun¬ 
ced  thefe  words,  they  went 
away  warmly  engaged  in 
mutual  debates  on  this  fub- 

je& 

4—30  Paul  lived  at  Rome 
two  whole  years  in  an  apart¬ 
ment  he  hired  where  he 
gave  a  friendly  reception  to 
all  who  waited  upon  him, 

pubHck  ly  aflerting  the 
truth  of  Chriftianity—— ex¬ 
plaining  its  nature — and  en¬ 
forcing  the  principles  of  its 
great  author  with  undaunted 
freedom  and  unmolefted  H- 


1 
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277.  «wjj.  24.  «otain —r. — women 

289.  for  «Ti  r.— i-r/attAt^v « 

312.  Aty/*  Jfer  » — r.—  t eruvrosatto 
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PAUL’S  Epiftle  to  the  Romans* 


CHAP.  I.  I  bleffed  with  the  diftinguHhing 

I  privileges  of  the  gofpel  —  at- 
i  T^\  A  U  L  a,  fervarit  of  1  fedtionately  wHhing  you  every 

Jefus  Chrift,  gra-  I  favour  and  felicity  froni  God 

JL  cioufly  constituted  I  our  fupreme  parent^  and  frorrf 
an  apoftle,  and  by  a'  particu-  I  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord, 
hr  defoliation  appointed  to  I  $. —  8  First  of  all  let  me; 

proclaim  the  good  tidings  of  I  afiiire  you,  that  1  pay  my  fer- 
that  revelation,  Ivent  gratitude,  on  your  ac- 

z  which  God  by  the  art- 1  count,  to  my  God  through 
tient  prophets  formerly  de- 1  JfefuS  Chrift,  -  that  your  bc- 
clarcd  he  would  publifh  to  I  lief  of  Chriftianity  is  cefc- 
mankind.  j  bntted  tliroughout  the  whole 

3  This  difpenfation  was  j  world. 

firft  introduced  by  his  Ion  I  9  For  I  folemnly  call  thd 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord,  who  I  gfcatGod  towitnefs,  to  whofe' 
with  regard  to  his  humanity  1  iervice  in  preaching  the  gofpel 
lineally  defcended  from  Dir- 1  of  his  ion  I  freely  devote  all 
vid.  I  my  powers,  that  I  art  nevef 

4  This  moft  holy  arid  vir-  I  unmindful  of  you  in  my 
tuous  perfon  was  moft  power-  I  prayers : 

fully  afcertained ,  and  demon- 1  10  constantly  imploring  the 

ft  rated  to  be  the  fon  of  God  I  Deity,  that,  if  it  be  agreeable 
by  his  refUfredron  from  the  I  to  his  will,  £  may  now  at  laft 
dead.  I  have  a  profperoas  journey  td 

5  By  Kim  have  I  been  gra*  I  you; 

cioufly  inverted  with  the  apo-  I  1 1  For  I  art  extremely  de- 
ftolic  office  —  that  1  might  I  firovrs  to  fte  you,  that  1  may 
propagate  the  dcxfhines  of  his  I  communicate  to  you  ibme  fpi- 
religion  among  all  the  Hea-  I  ritual  and  miraculous  endow- 
chens.  I  inent,  m  order  that  you  may 

6  Of  tlieie  you  conftitute  I  be  immoveatjly  eftabl ifhed  in 
a  part,  who  have  been  invited  I  your  Chriftiap  profeffion : 
into  the  Chriftian  profeflion.  I  12  that  is,  that  you  and  I 

7  This  epiftle  I  fend  to  all  I  may  enjoy  a  reciprocal  confo- 
the  Chriftians  in  Rome  —  the  I  lation  by  means  of  our  mu- 
favoured  friends  of  God  1  tual  belief  of  the  gofpel. 

Vol,  II.  B  13  For, 
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13  For,  my  ChrifHan  bre¬ 
thren,  1  would  not  have  you 
be  ignorant,  that  i  have  often 
propofed  to  vifit  you,  but  have 
hitherto  been  always  prevent* 
ed — in  order  th8t  my  mini- 
ftry  might  have  thait  fuccefs 
among  you,  with  which  it 
hath  been  crowned  in  other 

w  * 

heathen  countries. 

*  • 

14  For  as  I  am  obliged  by 

my  office,  to  preach  the  gofoel 
to  the  Greeks  and  to  the  bar¬ 
barians,  to  the- learned  arid  to 
the  unlearned ; 

.  15  fo  am  I  extremely  wil¬ 
ling  and  defirous  to  impart 

to  you  in  Rome  -the  joyful 
truths  of  the  ChrifGan  revela¬ 
tion. 

•  w 

1 6  For  I  am  not  alhamed 
©f  die  Chriftian  religion— for 
it  is  a  glorious  effort  of  the 
Deity,  td  promote  the  ever- 
lading  bappinefc  of  every  one 
indifcriminately  who  embraces 
it — whether  they  be  Jews— 
fo  whom  it  was  J&^publifhed 
—or  whether  they  be  Hea¬ 
thens,  . 

m  ♦ 

17  For  by  this  difpenfation 
is  the  ablolute  fbrgivenefs  of 
God  announced  to  every  per¬ 
son  who  cordially  believes  it— 
to  which  the  following  words 
of  the  prophet  may  be  fitly 
applied,  .**  He,  who  is  ac¬ 
quitted  from  a  principle  of 
belief,  ihall  live,” 

1  S'  For  the  indignation  of 
the  Almighty  is  now  revealed 


from  heaven  againft  all  the 

horrid  impieties  and  atrocious 
immoralities  of  men—  who 
retain  indeed  the  principles 
of  true  religion,  but  corrupt 
it  with  the  vileft  enormities. 

19  For  thefe  are  accurate¬ 
ly  acquainted  with  all  the 
great  known  truths  relating 
to  the  Deity  —  bccaufe  *  die 

Deity  hath  in  the  cleared 
manner  exhibited  them  be¬ 
fore  their  eyes : 

20  For  his  eternal  omni¬ 
potence  and  divinity,  bis  be¬ 
ing  and  perfections,  tho*  m- 
acccflib.le  to  mortal  view,  have 
eyer  fince  the  foundation  of 

been  mod  illudri- 
and  manifeft- 
iy  tne  rrame  and  ftruc- 
ture  of  the  univerfc — fo  that 
their  conduCt  is  abfolutely  in* 
excufable. 

2 1  Bccaufe  wlien  they  had 
die  cleared  perception  of  the 
qsidenccof  the  Deity,  they 
did  not  pay  him  that  venera¬ 
tion  and  gratitude  which  his 
chara&cr  demands — but  they 
formed  the  mod  frivolous  and 
abfurd  reafonings,  and  bewil¬ 
dered  their  undifcerning  infa¬ 
tuated  minds  in  the  mills  of 
daiknefs.  . 

22.  Notwithftanding  their 
arrogant  pretenfions  to  fupe- 
rior.  wifdom  and  erudition, 
they  were  guilty  of  the  mod 
egngious  ignorance  and  folly. 

23  For  they  debaled  the 


opfly  difplayed 
ed  bv  the  frai 
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glory  of  the  incorruptible  i  theft  deteftable  enormities^ 
God,  by  exhibiting  him  in  [  tod  reaping  in  their  own  per- 
the  fimUitude  and  figure  of  a  I  foris  thole  efte&s,  which  mnft 
frail  mortal,  and  repreferiting  [  neceflarily  enfue  from  their 
him  in  the  form  of  birds,  of  f  wilful  corruption  of.  natural 
quatrupeds,  of  reptiles.  I  religion. 

24  For  which  abandoned  I  28  For  flnee  they  did  not 
impieties  God  furrendered  1  Choofe  to  acknowledge  and 
them  up  to  follow  the  lead  [  magnify  the  Deity,  the  Deity 
of  their  depraved  and  fenfuai  I  permitted  them  to  forfeit  all 
appetites — fo  that  they  mu- 1  moral  difeernment,  and  fur- 
tually  diihonourcd  and  pol- 1  rendered  them  up  to  the  prae- 
1  u ted  their  bodies  with  the  I  tice  of  the  moil  heinous  and 
moil:  abominable  and  vmna-  [  criminal  irregularities, 
cunil  lulls.  I  29  They  were  funk  in  inju- 

2  5  They  converted  the  truth  I  fticc,  debauchery,  immora- 
of  natural  religion  into  the  I  Iky,  avarice,  malignity — they 
moft  erroneous  falfehood —  I  were  overwhelmed  with  the 
And  they  venerated  and  wor-  |  vices  of  envy,  murder,  animo- 
fhipped  the  creature  inftead  I  fity,deceit,  malevolence; 
of  the  great  Creator ,  who  is  I  30  They  were  habituated 
the  foie  proper  objeft  of  reU- 1  to  defamation,-  to  calumny, 
gious  adoration  through  all  I  to  horrid  impiety;-  to  in&lence, 
the  revolving  ages  of  eternity !  I  to  pride,1  to  arrogance — inge- 
Amen.  Inious  contrivers  of  wicked- 

26  For  this  flagrant  im- 1  nefs,  diverted  of  all  filial 
piety  God  permitted  them  I  piety/ 

to  indulge  the  molt  infamous  I  31  deftitute  of  sdl  moral 
and  difbonourable  paffions —  I  intelligence,  violators  of  the 
for  women,  banilhing  their  I  ftrongeft  engagements/devoid 
native  mode  fly,  abandoned  I  of  all  natural  affection,  in- 
themfelves  to  the  moft  unna- 1  fringers  of  the  moft  folcmn 
rural  impurities.  I  covenants,  ft  rangers  to  com- 

27  Men  alfo,  in  the  fame  1  paffion  and  tendernefs. 
manner,  relinquifhing  the  0-  I  32  Who  though  they  are 
ther  fex,  were  fcorched  with  I  perfe&ly  acquainted  with  the 
the  flames  of  the  moft  libidi- 1  rule  which  the  law  of  God 
nous  concupifcence  for  each  J  preferibes,  iThsat  thole,  who 
other — enflaved  to  a  moft  J  are  guilty  of  luch  flagrant  im- 
fbanieful  coutfe  of  mutual  io- 1  moralities  as  thefe,  are  worthy 
domitical  practices — purfuing  *  of  death',  yer  do  not  only 

£  2  perpetrate 


4  P  A  U  L*S 

perpetrate  thefe  crimes  them-  | 
lelves,  but  alfo  applaud  others  I 

whoperpetrate  them.  I 

♦  8$ 

CHAP.  II.  1 

i  rpHY  conduct  there- 1 

X .  fore,  O  iflan,  who  I 

cenfyreft  others  for  their  im- 1 
moralities,  admitteth  of  no  I 
apology — for  in  the  fentencc  I 
thou  pafleft  upon  others  thou  I 
condemned  thyfclf-*— for  thou  I 
thyfelf  commttteft  the  very  I 
crimes  againft  which  thou  in- 1 
veigheft.  1 

2  We  are  perfuaded  that! 
the  decifions  of  the  Almighty  I 
againft  thole,  who  jare  guilty  I 
of  fuch  flagitious  excefies  as  I 
thefe,  are  founded  in  the  ef-  I 
fential  nature  and  truth  off 

things.  I 

3  Doll  thou  then  imagine,  O I 

thou  who  feverely  reproached  I 
others  for  thele  atrocious  vices,  I 
and  yet  indulgeft  the  very  | 
lame  thyfelf,  that  thou  (halt  I 
efcape  the  judgment  of  the! 
Almighty  ?  I 

4  Or  doft  thou  treat  the  I 
immenfe  exuberance  of  the  I 
divine  benignity,  forbearance,  j 
and  patience, with  contempt —  | 
not  reflecting  that  the  infinite  I 
benignity  of  God  is  defigned  | 
to  induce  thee  to  repentance  I 
and  reformation  of  life  ?  I 

5  But  through  thy  deter- 1 
mined  obftinacy  and  wilful  I 
impenitence,  thou  art  accti- 1 
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mulating  for  thyfelf  a  fund 
of  mifery  and  wretchednefs, 
which  will  overwhelm  thcc  in 
that  awful  day  of  retribution, 
when  the  juft  fcntence  of  the 
iupreme  judge  will  be  pro¬ 
nounced  : 

6  who  will  then  requite 
every  individual  of  the  human 
race  according  to  his  refpec- 
tive  conduct: 

y  upon  thole,  who  have 
fteadily  pericvered  in  the  uni¬ 
form  practice  of  univerfal  vir¬ 
tue,  and  have  ftudied  to  ac¬ 
quire  the  glory  and  blelled- 
nefs  of  an  happy  immortality', 

he  will  then  beftow  eternal 
felicity. 

8  But  upon  thofe,  who 
have  perverfely  oppofed,  and 
obftinately  rejected  the  truth, 
and  abandoned  themfelves  to 
the  praftice  of  immoralicy,  he 
will  inflid  the  moll  dire  and 
dreadful  punilhments. 

9  Every  individual  then  of 
human  kind,  without  excep¬ 
tion,  who  hath  lived  in  the 
practice  of  wickednefs,  whe¬ 
ther  Jew  or  Greek,  (hall 
be  configned  to  milery  and 
wretchednefs  extreme. 

.10  But  every  rational  crea¬ 
ture  of  mankind,  indilcrinu- 
nately,  who  (hall  then  be 
found  to  have  lived  a  life  of 
virtue,  whether  Jew  or  Hea¬ 
then,  (hall  be  recompenfed 
with  immortal  honour  and 
happinefs  ineffable. 
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11  For  the  civil  diftinCtions  demn  the  merit  or  demerit 
of  mankind  are  of  no  avail  I  of  their  conduct. 

with  the  Deity  !  I  1 6  All  mankind  therefore, 

12  For  ail,  who  have  tranf- 1  without  diftinCtion,  will  be 

greflfed  the  law  of  nature,  (hall  I  judged  according  to  the  tenor 
be  configned  to  perdition  for  I  of  their  actions,  in  that  awful 
the  violation  of  that  law — and  [  day  of  retribution*  when  the 
thofe  who  have  difobeyed  the  J  Deity,  according  to  my  gof- 
law  of  Moles,  lhall  be  con-  I  pci,  will,  by  Jefus  Chrift,  dik 
dcmned  for  their  infraction  I  dole  and  lay  open  all  the  fe- 
of  thac  law.  I  cret  tranfa&ions  of  the  human 

13  For  it  is  not  merely  the  I  race,  and  pafs  an  irrevocable 
nominal  profelTion  of  the  mo- 1  fentence  upon  them. 

laic  law  that  will  intitle  a  I  §—17  Behold!  you  value 
pcrlbn  to  the  divine  forgive- 1  yourfelf  upon  your  Jewifhpro- 
nefs — but  it  is  lolely  the  vir- 1  feflion — you  repole  an  entire 
tuous  pradice  of  its  precepts  |  confidence  in  the  law— you 
thac  will  be  finally  rewarded.  I  glory  in  the  knowledge  you 

14  For  when  the  heathens,  j  have  of  the  one  true  God  : 

who  adopt  not  the  law  of  Mo- 1  1 8  You  are  acquainted  with 

frs,  yet  praCtile,  from  the  I  bis  will,  jand  by  the  inftru&ion 
principles  of  nature,  thofe  1  of  the  law  you  acquire  an 
duties  which  the  law  pre- 1  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
fcribes  *,  thefe,  though  defti-  j  molt  important  and  interefting 
tute  of  an  explicit  revealed  I  truths : 

law,  are  not  dcftitute  of  a  I  19  You  vainly  arrogate  to 
rule  and  ftandard  for  their  I  yourfelf  the  character  of  a 
moral  conduct  I  guide  to  the.  blind,  of  a  lamp 

1 5  They  evince  that  the  I  in  the  midft  of  a  benighted 
moral  injunctions  of  the  mo- 1  world, 

flic  inftitution  are  engraven  I  20  of  an  inftruCtor  of  fools, 
by  the  finger  of  God  on  the  J  of  a  teacher  of  babes  >  and 
tablet  of  their  heart a— for  I  boalt  that  the  law  of  Mofes 
their  confciences  faithfully  in- 1  contains  the  only  fyftem  of 
dicate  the  true  nature  of  their  J  divine  knowledge  and  truth. 
reipeCtive  actions,  and  their  j  21  But  do  you,  who  incul- 
intellcCtual  and  moral  powers  I  cate  lefions  of  inftruCtion  upon 
alternately  applaud  ot  con- 1  others,  not  conform  to  them 

B  3  yourich  : 

4  Qv  yxf  t 1  ryr  ***  act 

Zn  T*i  U  ^ 
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yourfglf !  Ali e  you,  who  in-  i  dig  rules  of  their  conduct, 
vcigh  againft  theft,  guilty  of  I  condemn  youy  who,  though 
fraud  and  difhontfty  your-  I  initiated  and  inftru&ed  in  this 
felf  !  I  divine  revelation,  live  in  open 

22  Are  you,  who  declaim  1  violation  of  it  ? 

againft  debauchery,  adebau-  I  a  8  For  he  is  not  a  Jew, 
chee  yourfelf !  Do 'you,  who!  who  only  makes  an  external 
abominate  images,  corpmif  Iprofefiion  of  Judaifm — nor  is 
facrilege  l  I  that  true  eircumrifion,  which 

23  You  who  glory  in  the  I  is  merely  exterior : 

law  of  Moles,  do  you  dilho-  I  29  But  in  the  divine  efti- 
nour  God  by  violating  its  in-  I  mation  he  only  is  a  Jew,  who 
jun&tons  i  I  is  internally  holy  and  virtuous 

24  For  by  reafdn  of  yottr  ]  —and  that  circumcifion  he  re- 

notorious  vices,  your  religion  1  quires,  is  a  figurative  not  a 
is  become  the  object  of  ca- 1  literal  .inftitution— which  Con- 
lumny  and  fatyr  ajmong  the  I  fills  in  retrenching  the  irre- 
fhatben  nations,  as  the  pro- 1  gular  afleftions  of  the  heart, 
phet  declares.  I  and  is  defirous,  not  to  fecure 

:  25  For  die  privileges  of  j  the  applaufe  of  man,  butthq 
the  Jewifij  religion  are  a  fig- I  approbation  of  God. 

rial  advantage,  if  you  aft  up  I 

to  them — but  if  your  life  is  a  I 

contradiftion  to  your  profef- 1  CH  A  P.  III. 

fion,  you  for  ever  forfeit  its  I 

benefits,  and  your  Jkdaifm  j  1  T  Y  THAT  fuperior  ad- 
finks  to  a  level  with  Rea - 1  \\  vantages  then,  you 

them/m.  fl  will  fay,  doth  the  Jew  pof- 

26  And  on  the  contrary,  |  fefs,  or  what  is  the  utility  of 
fhould  an  heathen  perform  J  circumcifion  ? 

thole  duties  which  the  law  I  2  The  Jewy  I  reply,  is 
of  Moles  prefcrifces/  (hall  I  blefied  with  many  fignal  ad- 
not  the  external  di&dvantages  |  vantages — for,  in  the  firit 
of  his  fituation  be  confidercd  I  place,  this  nation  was  favour- 
in  the  fame  manner  as  if  he  I  ed  with  a  divine  revelation, 
had  been  born  in  all  the  pri- 1  3  But  what  if  fome  of  them 

yileges  of  th ejemijb  religion  ?  I  rejected  its  evidences,  doth 

27  And  will  not  the  vir?  I  their  infidelity  fuperfede  the 
tuous  Heathens ,  who  make  I  divine  fidelity  ? 

thofe  moral  precepts,  which  I  4  Far  from  it !  Let  the 
die  law  of  Moles  inculcates,  J  veracity  of  all  mankind  be 

arraigned. 
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arraigned,  rather  than  that  the  i  the  obje&s  of  deforced  pu- 

divine  veracity  fhould  be  im- [  nfihrttertt. 

peached  —  agreeably  to  the  |  9  What  then — Do  We 

following  aflertions  of  the  I  excell  the  Heathens  in  point 

prophets,  “  In  all  thy  decla- 1  of  mofals  ?  —  By  no  means  f 

rations  thy  juftice  and  equity  I  —  for  I  have  fhowed  above, 

will  be  evinced,  and  when  I  that  both  Tews  and  Gentiles 

thou  art  examined  and  ex- 1  are  all  equally  funk  itV  wick- 

plored,  the  decifioh  will  be  I  ednefs, 

in  thy  favour.’*  I  10  The  vices  of  the-  Jcwi 

5  But  you  will  fay.  If  the  I  are  thus  diftin£tfy  foccified  by1 
wickedneisof  us  Jews  recom- 1  their  writers— t<f  There  is  no 
mends  us  to  the  divine  cle- 1  virtuous  perion  ainftoffg  them, 
mency  and  forgive  nets — what  I  not  even  one  Angle  jfldivi-. 
fhall  I  reply  to  this — mufti  [dual:  ' 

aflert  that  the  Deity  is  unjuft  I  1 1  There'  is  not  One  intel- 
in  his  inflictions  of  punifh- 1  ligent  perfqii  among  them, 
ment?  (I  argue  upon  the  |  not  one  pious  votary  of  God : 
common  principles  of  human  I  12  They  have  all  deviated 
reafon)  I  from  the  path  of  duly,  they' 

6  Far  be  it  from  me  to  I  are  universally  abandoned 

impeach  the  divine  jufticc! —  |  and  worfhlefe,  there  is  not 
for  if  this  attribute  be  fub- 1  one  who  poflefleth  die  leaffc 
verted,  how  is  the  Deity  qua- 1  foark  of  real  goodnefs,  not 
lifted  to  judge  the  world  ?  1  fo  much  as  one  fingte  per- 

7  For  if,  for  example,  my  I  fon  ; 

flagrant  falsehood  ferves  to  l.  13  Their  voracious  throat 
iliuftrate  the  divine  veracity,  1  is  an  infatiabfe  fepulchre, 
and  to  augment  his  glory,  f  their  tongu§$  afifc  ftplete  with 
why  fhould  a  vice  pro- 1  fraud  ana  falfehood,  and  the 
duftive  of  fuch  an  end,  be  I  venom  of  albs  rankles  under 
cenfured  in  inc  as  criminal  ?  1  their  lips : 

8  No !  far  from  it !  It  is  I  14  Their  mouths  are  full 
an  injurious  calumny  that  I  of  malediction  and  virulence  > 
hath  been  fixed  upon  me  by  I  15  They  a$e  extremely 
tome  perfon-S  who  aflert  that  |  prompt  and  alert  to  embrue 
1  advance  the  following  rna- 1  their  hands  ift  innocent  blood : 
xim — “  Let  us  praftifc  vice,  I  16  It  is  their  foie  ftudy 

that  happinels  may  refult  rand  defign  t6  fpread  devafia- 
froin  it,” — T iiofe  who  avow  |  tion  and  wretchednefs  around 

this  pernicious  principle  are  |  them } 

35  4  1 7  Thcp 


$ 
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1 7  They  are  perfect  Gran¬ 
gers  >o  concord  and  peace : 

1 8  And  there  is  not  the 
leaft  awe  of  God  upon  their 
minds.” 

iq  Now  yrc  know  that  all 
theie  particulars,  which  oc¬ 
cur  in  the  Jewi(b  books,  are 
defcriptive  of  the  characters 
of  thole  who  acknowledged 
their  authority — So  that  eve¬ 
ry  mouth  is  (topped,  and  the 
whole  world  ,  is  become  de¬ 
servedly  obnoxious  to  the  di¬ 
vine  punilhmenr. 

2Q  Becaufe  by  the  cere¬ 
monial  obfervances  of  the 
mpfaic  Jaw  no  peribn  can  be 
acquitted  from  his  fprmer 
crimps  at  the  divine  tribunal 
— for  dtp  law  of  Moles  is  fo 
far  from  remitting  fin,  that 
it  places  its  malignity  arid 
turpitude  ip  the  ftrongeft 
light. 

,  2i  But  kow,  in  the  pre- 
fent  age,  without  any  relation 
to  the  haw,  hath  the  divine 

,  t  *  «  ‘ 

reipiflion,  atfefted  by  the  law 
and  the  prophets,  been  re¬ 
vealed  ana  pUblilhed  to  the 

World: 

1 1 

22  The  divine  remhfion 
of  all  paft  fins,  through  a 
reception  of  the  Chriftian  re¬ 
ligion,  freely  difpenfed  to  ail, 
who  fincerely  adopt  it?  in- 
dilcriminately. 


23  Becaufe  all,  without 
exception,  have  violated  their 
duty,  and  been  defective  in 

their  obedience  to  God. 

• 

24  But  they  are  now,  gra- 
tuitoufly  acquitted  from  all 
their  former  crimes,  by  the 
diftinguiftied  favour  and 
goodnefsof  the  Deity,  pub- 
rahed  to  the  world  by  that 
new  diipeniation  which  Chrift 
Jeiiis  hath  introduced : ;. 

25  whom,  b  by  means  of 
the  effufion  of  his  blood, ..  the 
Deity  hath  appointed  to  be  a 
mercy-feat,  to  announce  from 
it, to  die  world,  his  moft  mer¬ 
ciful  abolition  of  ail  their  pail 
iniquities : 

26  to  difplay  to  the  prefent 
age  the  infinite  clemency  and 
forgivenefs  of  the  Deity,  and 
to  difcovpr  his  tranfeendent 
goodnefs  in  tpoft  gracioufly 
remitting  the  crimes  of  every 
pne  who  CQrdially  embraces 
the.  religion  of  Jefus. 

27  Where  then  is  glory¬ 
ing  ? — It  is  for  ever  excluded 
•—By.  what  law  ?  —  By  the 
mpfeic  ?— -No !—  It  is  by  the 
Chriftian  inftitution, 

2  8  We  conclude  therefore, 

♦  r 

that  a  perion  is  acquitted  from 
his  paft  guilt  by  an  adop¬ 
tion  of  Chriftianity,  inde- 
pendendy  of  the  ceremonial 
law. 

ft 

29  Is 


*  A ix  t us  m rtset  in  obi*  printed  copies  is  cot  in  :;>c  AhratJr i,vt  MS, 
i*  no?  genuine. 
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29  Is  the  Almighty  the 
God  of  the  Jews  only  ?  is  he 
not  the  parent  of  the  Heathens 
alfo  ? — undoubtedly  the  com¬ 
mon  parent  of  the  Heathens 
too. 

30  Seeing  it  is  the  fame 
Being  who  equally  difpenfeth 

forgivcnefs  both  to  the  cir- 

cumcifed  and  to  the  uncir- 
cumrifed,  through  their  be¬ 
lief  of  Ghriftianity, 

3 1  But  you  will  fay — Doth 
Chriftianity,in  my  eramation, 
totally  annul  and  fuperfedc 
the  law? — By  no  means!— 
Chriftianity  recommends  and 
corroborates  the  law. 


9 


CHAP.  IV. 

J  T17HAT  privileges 

VV  fhcn  fhafl  we  fay 

were  poffefled  by  Abraham, 
our  Uluftrious  anceftor  ? 

2  For  if  Abraham  was  ac¬ 
quitted  folely  in  confequence 
of  his  prior  obedience,  he 
hath  caufe  for  exultation, 
the’  not  before  the  Supreme. 

3  But  what  doth  the  feripr 
ture  aflert?  —  “  Abraham 
had  the  fulleft  conviftion  of 
the  being  of  the  fupreme  God, 
and  in  eonfcqucnce  of  this 
belief  all  his  paft  guilt,  by  an 
set  of  the  divine  goodnefs, 

totally  expunged.** 

4  Now  the  wages  of  a  la¬ 
bourer  are  efteemed  his  juft 


due,  are  never  confidefed  ax 
a  gratuity. 

5  But  to  him  who  hatbpo 
prior  good*  works  to 
but  is  at  due  feme  time 
convinced  of  the  *  truth  and 
veracity  of  that  Being 
abfblveth  the  impious,  tilfr' 
his  conviction  is  graciouily  cf~ 
teemed  as  a  foundation  for 
his  abfolution, 

$  Agreeably  to  this,  David 
m  the  following  paflage  cele¬ 
brates  the  felicity  of  that 
perfon,  whom  God,  by  a  diP- 
tinguifhed  luft  of  his  ntvour, 
abfblveth  from  his  former 
guilt,  without  any  regard  paid 
to  his  former  actions 

7  **  Happy  are  they  whdfe 
fins  are  pardoned,  whole 
crimes  are  expunged ! 

8  Thrice  happy  the  man, 
to  whom  the  Almighty  will 
pot  impute  his  guilt  1** 

9  Now  is  this  felicity  here 
mentioned,  folely  confined  to 
the  Jews  ?—  dr  doth  it  com¬ 
prehend  the  Heathens  ? —  for 
we  affert,  that  Abraham’s  Be¬ 
lief  in  the  Supreme  was  gra- 
cioufly  confidered  as  the 

i  foundation  of  his  remifiion. 

»  ■ 

10  But -in  what  manner 
idid  he  receive  this  lignal  fa-* 
Vour  ? — when  he  was  circum- 
;cifed,  or  when  he  was,  un- 
circumcifed  ?  — in  a  ftate  of 
uncircumcifibn. 

11  For  he  received  the 
rice  of  circumcifion  as  the 

feal 
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leal  and'  fan&ion  of  this  re*  .  it  might  be  entirely  gratui- 
mifiion,  which  was  now  con- f  tous — in  order  that  this  mag- 
ftrred  upon  him  in  confe- 1  nificent  promife  might  remain 
quence  of  that  faith  hie.  had  I  u  amove  ably  (table  and  firm  to 
excrdfcd  in  God  during  his  I  aU  his  defendants — not  mere- 
uncircumciGon— in  order  that  I  ly  to  thofe  who  are  profeflors 
he  might  be  the  father  of  all  I  of  the  Jewifh  law,  but  to  all 
who  believe  in  an  unckcum^  I  who  imitate  the  virtuous  be- 
cifed  ftate,  that  that  finccre  I  lief  of  Abraham— who  is  in 
belief  might,  in  like  manner,  I  this  refpect  the  common  fa- 
fee  eonfidered  as  the  founda- 1  tfier  of  us  all  indiferiminately. . 
tion  of  their  abfolurion  :  I  ly  Agreeably  to  this  it  is 

12.  and  the  fattier  of  dr- 1  exprefly  faid,  “  1  have  confti- 
cumcifion,  not  merely  to  his  1  tilted  thee  the  great  progeni- 
drcumcifed  defendants,  but  |  tbr  of  numerous  nations” — 
to  ail,  withou  t  diftin  &ion,  who .  I  This  diflinguifhed  biefling 
copy  that  faith  our  great  an-  I  was  conferred  upon  him  in 
ceftor  di fplayed  during  his  I  confequehce  of  his  firm  belief 
fate  of  unciruumcUkui.  [  in  that  Being,  who  reftores 

13  For  that  fignal  promife  I  the  dead  to  life,  and  fpeaks 
that  was  given  him,  That  he  I  of  things  future,  as  actually 
fhould  bo  {he  illyftrious  heir  1  exiting. 

of  the  world,  was  not  derived  1  18  This  illuftriws  perfon- 

to  him  or  to  his  defendants  I  age,  contrary  to  every  rational 
through  the  channel  of  the  I  hope,  cherifhcd  the  firmed 
Jaw,  but  through  that  belief  ]  belief  and  hope  that  he  fhould, 
m  the  Supreme  which  was  I  be  the  father  of  many  nations, 
the  ground  of  his  remiffion.  j  according  to  the  divine  pro- 

1 4  For  if. thofe  who  adopt- 1  ihife,  which  allured  him.  His 

ed  the  tnofak  law,  are  the  bn-  J  progeny  fhould  be  as  nume-. 
fy  legitimate  heirs  of  this  I  rous  as  die  ftars  of  heaven. 
|Srom^fe,  thep  is  the  principle  I  19  His  confidence  in  this 
p£  belief  vain  and  fruitlefs,  I  divine  afiiirance  was  foftrong 
fad  the  promife  fuperfeded  land  vigorous,  that  he  never 
fnd  annulled ;  |  once  reflected  on  the  debi- 

x  5  becaufc  the  law  menaces  |  Uty  of  his  very  advanced  age, 
punifhment  to  its  violator ;  [  being  now  about  an  hundred, 
for  take  away  law,  and  you  I  or  on  the  natural  impoftibility 
take  away  tranfgreifion.  I  of  Sarah  ever  being  a  mother. 

16  This  bleffijag  therefore  j  bo  But  the  affiance  he  re- 
wa»  annexed  to  belie/,  that  *  poled  in  this  divine  promife 

was 
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was  fo  entire,  that  he  did  not 
hefitate  a  moment  about  the 
reality  of  its  accompliihment 

— He  had  the  moft  undoubted 

▼ 

perfuafion  of  it,  and  gave 
glory  to  God, 

2 1  He  had  the  fuUcft  oop- 

viftion  in  his  own  mind,  that 
the  Being,  who  had  given 
this  promife,  was  able  to  per¬ 
form  it. 

22  In  conference  there¬ 
fore  of  this  his  fincere  belief 

* 

in  the  Supreme,  he  was,  by 
an  aft  of  the  divine  favour, 

acquitted  from  aU  his  prior 
«|  ■ 
guilt. 

2  3  But  the  account  of  his 
being  thus  gracioufly  ac¬ 
quitted,  was  not  recorded 
merely  for  bis  lake : 

24.  but  principally  for  cur 

fakes,  who  were  in  future 
time  to  have  this  fignal  fa¬ 
vour  conferred  upon  us — for 
our  fakes,  who  believe  in  that 
almighty  Being,  who  railed 
from  the  tomb  our  Lord Jefus : 

2  5  that  divine  perfon  who 
was  furrendered  up  to  death, 
to  refeue  us  from  our  vices  } 
and  was  reflored  to  life,  in 
order  to  grant  us  the  total  ab¬ 
solution  of  cur  former  crimes. 


CHAP.  V. 


s  TI  T  F.  heathens  there- 

VV  f°re»  c  having  been 

acquitted  from  all  our  prior 


ilt,  in  confequence  pf  nag 
incere  belief  of  Chriffianhyi 
are  now  in  a  {fata  of  peace 
and  friendfhip  with  the  Dei  t 

ns  of 


by  me  ans 

Chrift: 


onr  Lord  Jefus 


2  Through  whom  we  have 
been  admitted,  by  our  cordial 
.reception  a i  his  goipei,  into 
this  gracious  difpen fa tion,  with 
which  we  are  now  blefied,  and 
exult  in  the  glorious  profpeft 
of  a  bleflcd  immortality. 

3  And  what  is  mom  than 

this,  we  even  exult  andglory 
in  die  miTerfe*  and  diftrefifcs 
ipe  encounter— perfuaded  that 
diftrefc  prodbeeth  conftancy  j 

4  and  coiiftancy  produceth 
fclf-approbadon,  and  {elf-ap¬ 
probation  hope. 

'  5  And  tliri  animating  ho 

will  not  refuh  in  lha 
difappointmetnt,  for  the  love 
of  God  to  us  hath  been  dif- 
fufed  in  our  bofoms  by  the 
holy  Spirit,  which  hath  been 
Imparted  to  us. 

6  For  when  we  Gentile} 
were  totally  unable  to  extri¬ 
cate  ourfelvts— -in  this  im¬ 
portant  crifis,  Jefus  died  fot 
the  benefit  of  an  impious  and 
immoral  race. 

7  For  fcarcely  could  any 
perfon  be  foqnd,  who  would! 
facrifice  his  l|fc  for  a  ju(t  per¬ 
son —  though  perhaps  lome 
perfon  mights  generoufly  de¬ 
vote  his  life  a  Yiftim,  to 

lave 


*  The  fartkipk  b  in  the  firft  aerijt. 
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lave  a  benevolent;  man  from 

death d. 

r 

£  .But  the  Deity  exhibited! 
9  rripft  amazing  and  endearing 
exprelBon  of  his  affe&ion  for 
ns,  that  when  we  were  pro¬ 
fligate  and  abandoned  tinners, 
Chrift  voluntarily  fubmitted 

to  death  to  fave  Os  from  do* 
ftru&ion, 

•9  How  much  more,  there¬ 
fore,  tince  we  have  in  the 
prefent  ftate  been  acquitted 
from -our  vices,  by  means  of 
the  effuflon  of  his  blood,  lhall 
we  in  a  future  ftate  be  refeued 
through  him  from  everlafting 
perdition  I  . 

to  For  if,  whOn  we  Gen¬ 
tiles  were  enemies  to  God, 

we  were  introduced  into  this 
happy  change  of  ftate,  by 
means  of  the  death  of  his  own 
ion — how  much  more,  having 
been  gracioufly  favoured  with 
this  happy  revolution,  lhall  we 
not  obtain  everlafting  falva- 
tion  by  means  of  that  immor? 
tal  hfe  he  now  enjoys  ! 

1  x  And  not  only  this,  but 
we  exult  and  glory  in  the 
Deity,  on  account  of  the  in- 
terpofition  of  our  Lord  jefus 
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Chrift — by  whofe  means  we 
heathens  have  received  this 
glorious  revolution. 

12  In  refpedt  to  this,  as 
by  one  man  tin  was  firft  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  world,  and 
death  was  ufhered  in  by  tin, 
and,  in  this  manner,  death 
univerfally  invaded  the  whole 
human  race,  in  coniequence 
of  their  univerfal  guilt. 

13  For  before  the  period 
of  the  mofaic  inftitution,  vice 
had  an  exigence  in  the  world 

though  it  did  c  not  expofe 
men  to  fuch  rigorous  punilh- 
ments  before  the  publication 
of  that  law. 

14  But  death  exercifed  its 
dread  dominion  through  all 
that  long  fpace  which  inter¬ 
vened  betwixt  Adam  and 
Moles — over  thole,  who  had 
not  violated  a  potitive  law,  as 
Adam,  the  forerunner  of  the 
Mefliah,  had  done. 

15  But  the  diladvantages 
incurred  by  the  lapfe  of  the 
firft,  won’t  admit  the  leaft 
companion  with  the  free  do¬ 
nation  of  bleflings  conferred 
by  the  fetond,  Adam — for  if 
'through  the  difobedience  of 

one 


*  See  iomc  excellent  refleclioos  on  the  power  of  goodnefs,  in  Pl«tarch\ 

life  of  Cato  jun,  p.  1432.  Edit.  Gr.  Stef  ban.  It  was  a  principle  even  of 
Epiewtu,  trxif  fotv  mri  Dw.  Latrt.  p.  654.  Edit.  Moil*, 

mii .  voL  i.  Amfltl.  1692.  See  a  memorable  example  of  furrendering  life 
«o  five  a  besefafior  or  beloved  friend,  in  Din.  Baliear.  vol.  i.  p.  45a, 
Edit.  Uudjon,  and  in  the  Aktjht  of  Bttripidn. 

*  is  the  reading  of  the  AUx.  MS.  See  Mill  and  ll'ttfav. 

&§as;  «t»  or  in  other  manuferipts. 
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one  perfon,  the  human  race ,  foie  conftitucioa,  are  all  the 
was  fubje&ed  to  mortality ;  |  human  race  judicially  a4r 
infinitely' more  hath  the  di-j  judged  to  immortality, 
vine  benignity,  and  that  li-l  19  For  as  on  the  account 
beral  grant  of  gofpel .  privi- j  of  the.  difojbedience  of  on£ 
leges,  bellowed  through  the  I  finglc  perfon,  all  mankind 
benevolence  of  one  man,  Je-  j  were  treated  as  finners— fo, 
fus  Chrift,  fuperabounded  to!  on  account  of  the  obedience 
mankind*  I  of  one  iingle  perfon,  fliaU 

1 6  Neither  in  this  relpefi  |  all  mankind  be  treated  as  if 
are  the  effefts  of  Adam's  guilt  !  they  were  perfectly  free  from 
to  be  placed  in  oppoiition  with  I  guilt. 

the  gracious  benefits  derived  I  20  But  the  law  of  Mofes 
from  the  gofpel-difpenfation  1  was  introduced  among  but 
—For  Adam’s  Jingle  offence,  I  an  inconfiderable  portion  of 
by  the  judicial  tentence  of  I  mankind )  fo  that  the  viola* 
God,  terminated  iii  the  ton- 1  tions  of  that  pofitivc  law  were 
demnation  of  the  whole  human  1  multiplied  ^without  end— but 
fpecies  to  mortality — but :  the  I  where  vice  abounded,  the  im- 
gracious  privileges  of  the  got I  menfe  exuberance  of  the  di- 

pel,  taking  their  origin  from  I  vine  benignity  hath  infinitely 
the  numerous  vices  of  the !  more  fuperabounded : 
world,  have  refulted  in  a  total  I  2 1  in  order,  that  as  the 

^  ^  k 

abfolution  of  them.  rempire  of  fin  was  erected,  and 

17  For  if,  through  the  I  Scattered  mortality  among  the 

fingle  lapfo  of  one  perfon,  the  I  human  race  t  fo  in  like  man* 
uni verial  empire  of  death  was  I  ner '  might  the  divine  favour 
immediately  erected  —  infi-  J  moll  triumphantly  reign  unto 
nicely  mdre  (hall  they,  who  I  eternal  life,  by  means  of  thofe 
are  blefled  with  this  exube- 1  privileges  which  were  dii* 
ranee  of  divine  goodnefs,  and  I  periled  by  Jefus  Chrift  our 
with  the  free  and  generous  I  Lord. 

remilfion  of  all  their  vices,  I 
reign  in  endiefs  immortality! 
through  one  divine  perfonage,  ]  CHAP.  VI. 

Jeius  Chrift.  I 

18  As  therefore,  in  con- 1 1  TT  THAT  lhall  we  reply 
fequence  of  one  foie  aft  of  j  VV  £0  this  ? -‘-lhall  we 

difobedience,  all  the  human  j  fay,  wc  will  pfrfift  in  our  vices, 
race  was  fentenced  to  morta- 1  in  order  that!  we  may  render 
lity— fo  in  confequence  of  one !  the  divine  benignity  the  more 

illuftrious 
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illuftrious  in  the  forgivencft  Idifiblved  and  annihilated  the 
«f  them  ?  I  whole  fyftem  of  vice,  to 

2  Nothing  cart  be  a  greater  I  exempt  us  for  the  future  from 
perverfion  of  it  -r-  For  how  rits  fervitude. 

(halL  we*  who  have  died  to  I  7  For  he  who  is  thus  dead 
vice,  revive  it  again  ift  our  I  to  vice,  is  forever  emanci- 
futurc  practice.  I  patted  from  its  flavery. 

3  Den*t  you  know  that  all  I  8  Now  if  we  morally  died 

of  us,>  who  were  baptifed  into  I  with  Chrift  from  our  former 
die  profeffion  of  Cjhrift  Jefus,  I  vicious  purfuits,  we  believe 
were  baptifed  into  the  ^  be- 1  we  (hall  (hare  a  biefled  immor- 
lief  of  his  death  ?  I  taltty  with  him. 

4  When  we  were  therefore  I  9  Perfuaded  that  Chrift 
immerfed  in  baptifin  into  the  |  being  railed  from  the  tomb, 
belief  of  his  death,  we  were  |  .will  never  feel  the  ftroke  of 
then  figuratively  buried  with  1  death  any  more — the  tyrant 
him— -to  reprefent  to  us,  that  I  death  hath  for  ever  loft  hb 
as  Chrift  emerged  from  the  I  dominion  over  him. 

ftate  of  death  to  intaiortatity,  I  10  For  he  who  Submitted 
by  the  glorious  energy  of  the  [  to  death  was  entirely  morti- 
fopreme  Father,  fo  ought  we  1  tied  to  all  fin; — and  the  life  he 
for  the  future  to  enter  upon  |  now  enjoys  is  fblely  devoted 
a  new  life.  I  to  God. 

5  For  if  we  have  been  I  1 1  In  the  fame  manner  do 
intimately  united  to  him  by  ]  you  regard  youtfelvcs  as  dead 
baprifm,  the  figurative  repre- 1  to  vice,  but  alive  to  God  thro' 
fentation  of  his  death,  we  I  the  diipenfation  of  Chrift  Je- 

fiiail  alfo  be  connected  with  I  fus  our  Lord, 
him,  in  a  moral  rqfemblance  I  12  Suffer  not  vice,  there¬ 
to  him  in  his  *  reforredion.  I  fore,  to  ereft  its  empire  in 

6  Conscious  of  this,  that  I  your  mortal  bodies,  to  make 
our  former  abandoned  hea- 1  you  abjedh  (laves  to  its  de  - 
thenifh  life  expired  with  him  I  praved  affections  and  habits. 
On  the  crofs — fo  that  he  hath  I  13  Neither  do  you  forrender 


■  ■  f 

*  This  if  the  Weanisg  of  m  rw  wrw  tCavhtSmfttr*  The 

death  of  Chiiit  is  -the  grand  fundamental  article  in  the  gofpel-fcheme,  on 
which  the  Deity's  grant  of  privileges,  and  the  Chriftian’s  title  to  immorta¬ 
lity,  are  founded.  IntOthe  belief  of  the'death  of  Cbrilt  were  all  the  converts 
baprifed.  Bapfi/m  is  a  ftrong  add  finking  reprefent  ation  of  this  capital  truth, 
the  death  of  Jefas. 

*  The  emblem  of  a  new  life. 
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up  your  powers  to  be  the  in-  •  of  perfect  doctrine  into  which 
itrument  of  profligate  and  vi*  I  you  were  thrown  ** 
cious  excelfes — but  do  you  |  r8  Vindicated  therefore  in* 
confecrate  youlielves  to  God,  I  to  liberty  from  the  vaflalage 

as  thofe  who  have  been  mo-  f  of  vice*  you!  are  now  entered 
rally  raifed  to  new  life  from  I  into  the  fervfce  of  virtue, 
the  dead*  and  employ  your  I  19  (t  fpeak  in  this  meta- 
faculties  in  the  virtuous  fer-  *  —  - 

vice  of  God. 

1 4  For  vice  ihall  not  exer- 

cife  its  tyranny  over  you,  for 
you  are  not  under  the  rigour  I  Vileft  enormities;  and  aban- 
of  the  molaic  Jaw,  but  under  I  doned  excelfes — fo  do  yon 
a  difpenfation  of  benignity  1  now  devote  your  faculties  to 
and  favour.  I  the  cultivation  of  univerfy 

1 5  What  then*  ihall  we  1  Jan&ity  and  holinefs. 
continue  in  our  vices,  becaufe  I  20  For  when  you  were  the 
we  are  not  under  the  feverity  I  abjedfc  vaffids  of  vice,  you 
of  the  law*  but  under  the  I  were  totally  loft  to  all  virtue 
gracious  diipenfarions  of  the  |  and  goodnefs. 

gofpel  ? — by  no  means !  |  21  What  advantages  did 

16  Don't  you  know*  that  I  you  then  reap  in  thofe  puf- 
to  the  dominion  of  b  what- 1  fuits*  of  which  you  now  ap- 
cver  habits  you  voluntarily  |  pear  afhamed  the  end  of 
iurrender  yourfelvcs,  you  are  I  filch  purfuits  is  eternal  death, 
entirely  under  their  unlimited  I  22  But  now,  having  bees 
Iway  and  controul  ? — whether  I  tpanumifed  from  the  uavery 

it  be  the  dominion  of  vice,  1  of  vice,  and  commenced  the 
which  terminates  in  deftrue- 1  fervants  of  God,  you  produce 

tion:  or  the  fervice  of  virtue,  I  the  fruits  of  holinefs — a  courfe 
which  iflues  in  ialvarion.  I  Of  life  that  will  finally  iffue  in 

1 7  Bleffed  be  God,  though  |  a  biefied  immortality. 

you  were  once  the  Haves  off  23  For  the  wages  which 
vice,  yet  you  have  taken  the  I  vice  payeth  itjs  votaries  is  de¬ 
full  impreffioas  of  that  mould  *  ftru&ion — 1  but  the  glorious 

donation 


pnoncai  manner  to  amir  your 

ifflderftanfdings) — As  you  for¬ 
merly  fur  rendered  op  your 
bowers  to  the  fervkude  of  the 


h  Or  to  *what9  to  •wbatiWr  purfuit,  habit* 

1  Eif  it  vn fti  aSxrt  tvtot.  An  degam  metaphor  taken  from  die  jut  *£ 
f thing  money,  which  is  thrown  into  %  die  or  mould,  andj  receives  the  itnpref- 
/.an.  See  Taj  lor  t  in  he,  and  the  learned  Dr.  Edwards  ha  Irrcjt/ibU  Qraa* 

P-  3>>  36,  37* 
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donation,  of  God  is  everlafting 
life,  through  the  diipenfetian. 
of  Jefas  Cnrifl  opr  Lord. 

CHAP.  vn.  ; 

i  T^XONT  yop  know,  ray 

1  3  Chriftiani  brethren,  (I 

am  fpeaking  to  thole  who 

are  acquainted  with  the  law 

of  Moles,)  that  this  inftitution 
maintains  a  fupreme  autho¬ 
rity  over  a  .man  throughout 
the  whole  period!  of  his  exi¬ 
gence  1 

2  For  the  married  woman 
is  by  the  law  indifiolubly  uni¬ 
ted  to  her  hufband  during 
his  life— but  at  his  deceafe, 
the  legal  bond,  which  con¬ 
ceded  her  to  him,  is  dif- 

fblved , 

k  | 

3  Should  ihe  therefore  vio¬ 

late  the  nuptial  bed,,  by  co¬ 
habiting  with  another  man 
during  her  hufinnd’s  life,  Ihe 
is  denominated  an  adulterefs 
— but  at  .  the  death  of  her 
hulband  the  bond  is  cancelled, 
and  ihe  may  unite  herfelf  to 
another,  without  incurring 
that  appellation.  i 

4  In  the  feme  manner  are  I 
you,  my -Chriftian  brethren,] 
now  become  dead  tq  the  mo- 1 
feic  law,  your  connexion  with  I 
it  being  dijfohed  by  Chrift —  | 


in  order  that  you  jfhould  untie 
yourfelves  to  another >  even  to 
Kim  who  was  raifed  from  the 
dead,  that  we  might  bring 
forth  die  fruits  of  holineis  to1 

God. 

5  For  when  sve  were  un¬ 
der  the  raofaic  confiitution, 
the  depraved  and  vicious  af- 
feftions,  by  means  ef  that 
diipenfetion,  exerted  diem- 
felves  with  the  greatest  ener¬ 
gy  in  all  our  powers,  to  in¬ 
cite  us  to  bring  forth  fruit  to 
eternal  death  k. 

6  But  now,  our  union  with 
the  law  is  entirely  annulled—* 

the  tyrant  is  dead,  who  once 
detained  us  in  his  fetters — fo 
that  we  are  the  fervants  of 
.  the  new,  not  the  (laves  of  the 
old,  difpenfation. 

7  What  (hall  we  fay  then, 
(hall  we  afiert  that  the  law 
hath  an'  immoral  tendency  ? 
— monftfous  aflertion !—  for 
1  I  had  not  known  the  in- 
trinlic  turpitude  of  vice,  had 
it  not  been  for  the  law  —  1 
(hould  not,  Otherwiie,  have 
known  that  libidinous  defires 
were  criminal,  if  th  e  law  had 
not  exprefsly  prohibited  them. 

9  But  vice,  having  gained 
a  firm  footing  by  me'ariS.  of 
this  exprefs  prohibition,  kin¬ 
dled  in  me  the  flame  of  every 
irregular  pafiion —  For  take 

away 


*  In  vpftjuiou  to  bringing  forth  fruits  to  Cod  in  the  firmer  verfe. 

*  The  Apoftfe  perforates  a  Jew  to  ver.  25. 
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away  the  law,  and  vice  is  de-  i  the  abfolute'  eo'ntroul  of  my 
fund.  I  fenfual  appetites,  the.  abjed 

9  Once,  before  I  knew  the  |  vaffal  and  flave  of  vice, 
law,  I  exulted  in  the  vigour  I  15  For  my  mind  doth  not 
of  moral  life  —  but  when  J  I  m  approve  the  crimes  I  per- 
was  informed  of  a  folemn  ex- 1  pet  rate—  what  my  judgment 
plicit  command,  vice  imme-  I  dictates  I  do  not  perform  — 
diacely  awaked  into  new  life,  I  but  the  adions  I  inwardly 

I  o  and  I  expired  —  and  |  deteft  1  comply  with. 

that  precept,  which  was  cal- 1  16  But  if  I  perform  the 

•  ulated  to  procure  life,  was  j  very  adion  againft  which  my 
tbund  to  doom  me  to  death.  |  blind  ftrongly  remonftrates, 

I I  For  vice,  having  fe- 1 J  give  my  inward  fu ffrage  to 
cured  to  itfelf  a  fit  place  for  I  the  eflential  excellence  of  tha 
its  operations  by  means  of]  law. 

this  injundion,  drew  me  into!  17  Now  pry  mind  is  no 
a  fatal  fnare,  and  (lew  me.  j  accomplice  in  this  guilt  —  it 
1 2  So  that  the  law,  ab-  j  is  folely  the  efted  of  -vice, 
ftradedly  confidered,  is  an  |  which  hath  fixed  her  residence 
holy  inftitution,  and  its  mo-  |  in  me. 

rality  is  pure,  juft,  and  good*  I  1 8  For  I  am  confcious  that 
1  j  Was  that  then,  which  ]  in  myfelf,  I  mean,  in  my  fen- 
has  fuch  excellence,  the  caufe  I  fual  affedionjs,  there  dwells 
of  death  to  me  ?  —  far  from  j  no  moral  goodnefs — for  die 
it — It  was  fin,  which  inflided  I  defire  of  doing  what  is  vir- 
the  fatal  wound  —  in  order  I  tuous  continually  attends  me, 
that  iin,  which  fubjeded  me  J  but  this  defire  my  depraved 
to  death  by  means  of  that  |  habits  render  me  morally  in- 
which  is  inherently  excellent  ]  capable  of  carrying  into  exe- 
and  good,  might  be  repre-  I  cution. 
fc n ted  in  its  true  features,  I  19  For  1  difcharge  not 
and,  by  means  of  this  com- 1  thofe  virtuous  offices  my  mind 
mand,  difeover  its  moft  ex-  ]  approves,  but  the  wicked- 
cdfively  abominable  malig- 1  nefs,  at  which  my  mind  ftarts 
nitv  and  detefcable  turpitude.  I  with  horror,  I  perpetrate. 

1 4  We  know  indeed  that  I  .  20  Now  if  I  am  impelled 
the  law  of  Mofes  is  a  moral  I  into  that  guilt  againft  which 
inftirution  —  but  I  am  under  I  my  mind  at  the  fame  time 
Vol.  II.  .  C  gene- 


Dl 
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generoufly  reluctates,  it  fol- i  brace  the  gofpcl  of  Chrift 
lows,  that  it  is  not  my  heart  I  Jefus,  and  regulate  their  con- 
that  incurs  this  guilt,  the  foie  I  du£t  according  to  the  die- 
parent  of  it  is  vice,  that  hath  |  tates,  not  of  the  fenfual,  but 
ereCted  her  empire  over  me.  j  of  the  rational,  principle. 

21  I  find  therefore  that  I  a  For  the  fpirituai  feheme 

when  my  mental  powers! of  Chrifidaaity,  which  dif- 
ftrongly  tend  to  what  is  vir- 1  penfes  life,  hath  vindicated 
tuous,  my  fenftfal  appetites  j  me  into  liberty  from  my  fer- 
imtned  Lately  counteract  thislvitude  to  the  mofaic  con- 
tendency.  I  ftitution  of  fin  and  death. 

22  For  all  my  intellectual  |  3  This  fignal  blefling,  as 

faculties  applaud  the  fublime  I  the  mofaic  difpenfation  was 
excellence  of  the  divine  law.  I  totally  incapable  of  confer- 

23  But  I  fee  another  law  I  ring  bv  means  of  the  •  weak- 

engaging  with  iuperior  force  I  nefs  of  its  carnal  obfervances, 
againft  this  law  of  my  mind,  I  the  Deity,  by  delegating  his 
and  in  triumph  dragging  me  |  fon  veiled  in  an  human  form 
captive  to  vice,  who  fits  en- 1  to  refeue  mankind  from  the 
throned  in  my  fenfual  affec- 1  dominion  of  vice,  hath  en- 
tions.  I  tirely  cruJhed  the  empire  fin 

24  Miferable  wretch  that  [had  ereCted  in  our  mortal 
I  am!  Who  will  extricate  J  bodies: 

me  from  the  tyranny  of  this  I  4  In  order  that  the  moral 
death  i — :  I  obligations  preferibed  in  the 

25  The  ”  gracious  benig-  j  law  might  be  fulfilledby  us, 
nity  of  God  will  extricate  me,  ]  who  follow  the  guidance,  not 
which  he  hath  difpenfed  bylof  our  fenfual  propenfmes, 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord— for  it  j  but  of  our  rational  facul- 
demonftrably  appears  that  I,  I  ties. 

the  very  fame  perfon,  who!  5Forthey,whoareunderthe 
with,  my  rational  powers  ap- 1  controul  of  their  fenfual  ap¬ 
prove  the  law  of  God,  am,  at  1  petites,  make  fenfual  pleafure 
the  fame  time,  with  my  fen- 1  their  foie  purfuit — but  they, 
fual  appetites,  enflaved  to  I  who  are  under  the  direction 
vice.  rof  their  intellectual  powers. 

Chap.  viii.  i.  Confe- 1  make  intellectual  objeCls  their 
quently  therefore  there  is  I  ftudy  and  happinefs. 
wow  no  iencence  of  condem- 1  6  For  the  puriuit  of  fen- 

nation  againft  thofe,  who  em-  *  fual  pleafure  terminates  in 

eternal 

■  X«pi s  Ttu  Qt: v  U  the  true  reading. 
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death  —  but  die  pur- 
lint  of  thole  objects,  which 
reafon  preferibes,  iflues  in 
everlafting  life  arid  felicity. 

7  Becanfe  a  fenfoal  difoo- 
fition  is  rebellion  agsrirtft  God 

is  not  in  fubje&ion 
to  the  law  of  God :  It  is  ab- 
iolutely  impoffible  it  fbotrid. 

8  It  is  impoflible  therefore 
that  thofe  who  are  abandoned 
to  fenl'ual  gratifications  (bould 
be  the  objeds  of  the  divine 
complacence. 

9  But  you  are  not  under 
the  government  of  the  fen- 
Juai,  but  of  the  rational,  fa¬ 
culty,  provided  a  divine  dif- 
poiitioft  of  mind  refideth  in 
you  —  npw  if  any  perfon  is 
not  governed  by  the  feme 
difpofition  which  aduated 

Chrift,  he  hath  no  juft  pre¬ 
tentions  to  the  character  of 
his  difciple. 

10  But  if  you  cherHh  the 
dilpofition  which  Chrift  ianity 
requires,  your  animal  nature 
is  then  dead  with  refped  to 
vice,  but  your  rational  is  alive 
and  vigorous  with  refped  to 
virtue. 

11  And  if  the  difpofirioh 
of  him  who  raifed  Jefus  from 
rhe  tomb  continues  to  adu- 
ate  and  govern  you,  be  allu¬ 
red  that  the  Being,  who  re¬ 
animated  the  dead  body  o 
Chrift,  will  alfo  reftore  you 
mortal  bodies  to  life,,  bccaufe 


of  that  truly  godlike  temper 
with  which  you  are  poffefied. 

1 2  Consequently  therefore,* 
my  chriftian  brethren,  we  are 
under  every  obligation  not  to 
live  in  fenfqal  gratifications. 

13  For  if  you  live  in  car¬ 
nal  purfuits,  you  will  be  fi¬ 
nally  doomed  to  eternal  death 

out  if  in  Compliance  with 
the  didates  of  reafon  you 
mortify  the  animal  propen- 
fities,  you  wiH  finally  ■  fecure 
everlafting  life.  . 

1 4  For  all  chafe,  who  are 
aduated  by  a  divine  difpofi- 
tior>  of  foul,  are  the  genuine 

fens  of  God* 

15  For  under  the  gofpd 
you  have  not  again  received 
a  fpirit  of  fenrility  to  keep 
you  in  ftavilh  terrour  and  ti¬ 
midity — but  you  have  recei¬ 
ved  a  filial  fcirit,  by  means 
of  which  we  freely,  as -adopt¬ 
ed  children,  •  invocate  the  Al¬ 
mighty  as  Our  indulgent  fa¬ 
ther. 

1 6  Now  this  feme  dilpoft* 
lion,  which  the  gofpel  in- 
fpires,  gives  the  ftrongeft  at- 
teftation  and  convidion  to 
our  own  minds,  that  we  are 

the  children  of  God. 

17  But  if  we  are -the  fens 
Of  God,  comequendy  yte  are 
Jieirs — heirs  of  God  and  co¬ 
heirs  with  Cprift — If  we  par¬ 
ticipate  with  him  in  his  fuf- 
ferings,  that  we  fhoidd  par- 

C  i  ticipate 
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ticipate  with  him  in  a  glori-  j  pangs  of  one  common  mifcry 
ous  immortality.  I  to  the  prelent  moment. 

1 8  For  I  conclude,  that  the  j  23  And  not  only  the  whole 

fuflferings  of  the  prefenc  tran- 1  creation  in  general,  but  even 
lieht  life  are  not  worthy  to  j  we  ourfelves  who  are  diftin- 
be  compared  with  that  future  I  guilhed  with  the  primary  and 
glory  that  Ihall  he  difclofed  I  fignal  endowments  of  the  Spi- 
to  us.  I  rit,  rhe  bolbms  even  of  us 

19  For  the  whple  rational  I  heave  with  profound  and  for- 

creation  waits  for  this  felicity,  I  rowful  groans,  educed  from 
with  which  the  Tons  of  God  1  the  ardent  expe&ation  of 
will  be  finally  invtfted,  with  j  our  future  glorious  adoption, 
the  molt  eager  and  intenfe  I  and  our  complete  deliverance 
expectation  °.  I  from  this  prifon  of  our  mortal 

20  For  the  human  race  was  I  body. 

fubjefted  to  the  vanity  of  mor-  j  24  For  the  Chriftian  difpen- 
tal  condition,  not  by  its  vo-  j  fation  hath  infpired  us  with 
luntary  choice,  but  by  the  I  this  hope —  but  the  hope  of 
pleafure  of  the  Almighty  ar- J  an  immediate  prefent  objett 
biter  —  who  fubjt&ed  them  I  is  ablurd  —  for  what  a  perfon 
to  this  frailty,  I  intimately  fees  is  not  the  ob- 

21  but  kindled  in  their  bo- 1  jedfc  of  hope: 

foms  the  chearing  and  enli-j  25  But  if  things  remote 
vening  hope  that  human  kind  J  and  future  arc  the  objefts  of 
would  be  emancipated  from  J  our  hope,  we  wait  for  them 
the  fervitude  of  frail  morta-  J  in  patient  expectation, 
lity,  and  enlarged  into  the  I-  26  Agreeably  to  this  alfo 
glorious  liberty  of  the  fons  of  I  the  Spirit  itfelf  aids  our  human 
God.  J  frailties  and  infirmities,  for  we 

2  2  For  we  know  that  the  J  know  not  what  petitions  arc 
whole  race  of  mortals  is  in- 1  proper  for  us  to  prefer  to 
volved  in  one  promifcubus  C  the  Supreme,  but  in  this  fo- 
wretchednefs,  and  fuftains  the  |  Jemn  concern  the  Spirit  tranf- 

adleth 

9 

0  Air :%sl(x£ aux-  This  is  a  very  flrong  and  emphatical  wotd,  exprdlive 
of  the  molt  intenfe  and  anxious  expectation.  Pompey ,  at  the  battle  of 
Pbarfalia,  when  he  law  his  cavalry  put  to  flight,  retired  to  his  tent,  and 
in  the  mojl  intenfe  and  painful  expeSotim  waited  the  event :  trutpxlttci  t> 
pawn  Plutarch  Cafar.  p.  1338.  Stephan.  Gr.  They  keep  a  profound 
filcf.ee  anxioujly  waiting  their  orders :  xtyeteet  mpxS’ativrTU  tu 
mpar*.  Xenophon.  Memor.  p.  116.  Oxon.  1741.  See  alfo  Polybius,  p.  334, 
S53,  609,  613.  Edit.  Hanov.'  Euripides,  Iphigen,  Taur.  313.  Oreltcs  704. 
Helen.  745. 
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aftcth  for  us  in  filenc  fug- 1  menfe  bldTings  !  —  If  the 
geftions.  I  Deity*  is  .thus  our  friend,  who 

27  And  that  Being  who  J can  be  our  foe ! 

explores  the  human  heart  ap- 1  32  That  Being,  'who  did 

provech  the  difpofttion  of  tne  I  not  even  fpare  his  own  Son, 
Spirit  — •  bccaufe  he  dire&s  I  but  furrendered .  him  up  to 
Chriftians  ro  fuch*  rcqucfts,a$  |  death,  for  the  common  be- 
are  agreeable  to  the  divine  wilL  I  nefit  of  us  all;  will  not  the 

28  We  are  perfuaded  alfo  I  author  of  fuel)  an  amazing  aft 

that  all  things  cooperate  in  I  of  benevolence,  generoufly 
finally  producing  the  happi- ]  impart  to  us  every  blefiing  1 
nefs  of  the  fmcere  votaries  of  j  33  Who  is  there  will  now 
the  Deity —  the  happinefs  off  chaise  the  p  feleft  community 
thofe,  who  in  puriuance  of  liis  [  of  God  with  guilt  ? —  God 
original  defigns,  have  now  I  hath  abiolvid  them  from  it.  ' 
been  invited  into  the  privi-J  34  Who  is  there  who  will 
leges  of  the  gofpel.  |  condemn  them  for  their  vices  ? 

29  For  thofe  to  whom  he  j  — Chrift  hath  died — 1  ihould 
originally  intended  to  com  my- 1  rather  (ay-*-Chrift  hath  been 
nieatc  the  bleffmgs  of  ChrilBa- 1  railed  to  aboliih  them— and 
nity,  thefe  he  alfo  originally  I  he  is  now  exalted  to  the  right 
Intended  to  raid  from  the  |  hand  of  Geld,  and  negotiates 
tomb,  in  the  glorious  refplen- 1  our  concerns. 

dent  image  ot  his  fon  —  de- 1  35  What  then  will  *  ever 

figning  that  his  Jon  fhould  be  I  alienate  from  us  that  affix* 
the  fir  ft  to  lead  up  many  I  tion  which  Jefus  cherifheth 
other  lubfequent  brothers  to  I  for  us? — Will  diftrefs,  will 
a  bleJTed  immortality,  1  the  mod  extreme  wretched- 

30  Thofe,  on  whom  he !  nefs,  will  famine,  will  naked- 
pritnarily  defigned  to  beftow  j  nefs,.  will  the  mod  imminent 
this  felicity,  he  invited  into  I  danger,  will  the  impending 
evangelical  privileges — thofe,  [  terror  of  the  fword  ? 

whom  he  invited,  he  alfo  ab- 1  36  To  us  Cbrijtians  I  can 

folvcd  from  ail  their  priorljudly  apply  the  following  paf- 
s » uil  t — and  to  thofe,  whom  herfages  of  feripture,  “  For  thy 
sbfolved,  he  purpofed  to  be- 1  fake,  throughout  the  whole 
flow  a  glorious  immortality.  I  day,  we  are  miierably  mafc 

3 1  What  thoughts  (hall  I  (acred,  we  are.  edeemed  as 
we  then  entertain  of  thefe  im-  jiheep  for  thi  (laughter.” 

C  3  37  But 

*  Thu  was  fteuliar  to  the  ApoJloKc  ago. 
t  The  converts  to  Chriftianity. 
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37  But  from  att  thefe  con* 
flints  we  return  with  victory 
and  triumph,  by  the  power* 
ful  affiftanceof  him  who  hath 
loved  us. 

.  38  Far  I  am  Jirmly  per- 
fo aded,  that  neither  death, 

nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  king* 
jdozzis,  nor  fovereigndes,  nor 
things  prefen c»  not  things  fu- 
ture, 

39  nor  the  heighth  of  prof* 
perous,  nor  the  depth  of  ad* 
verfe  fortune,  nor  any  crea¬ 
ture  in  the  whole  uni  verfe  of 

* 

beings,  will  ever  be  able  to 
extinguilh  the  love  of  God  to 
us — that  love,  which  he  bath 
expreffed  iqr  usln  the  miffion 
of  Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord. 


Chap.  ik. 


CHAP.  IX. 

$  T  Speak  the  truth  as  a  chii- 
JL  ftian — I  ami  gtiilty  of 
no  faUefrood — my  confcience, 
which  is  -ilUi  mmated  by  the 
cffulkms  of  the  holy  Spirit, 

bears  wimefs  to  the  iiacerity 
ef  what  I  now  affect : 

2  that  my  mind  is  over¬ 
whelmed  with  a  burden  of 
great  affliction,  and  that  my 
heart,  is  inccifantly  torn  with 
the  pangs  of  the  acuteft  for* 
row. 

3  For  I  could  wiih  myfelf 
excluded  from  itbe  privileges 

pf  a  chriftian,  to  fubferve  the 


the  Jews,  who  are  fo  nearly 
allied  to  me  in  the  bonds  of 
nature. 

4  Thefe  are  the  favoured 
defcendents  of  Jacob — thefe 
are  God’s  feleCt  people — to 
thefe  he  appeared  in  vifible 
glory— with  thefe  he  eftab- 
lifhed  a  covenant — to  thefe  he 
gave  a  fyftem  of  laws  and 
religious  wQrfliip — to  the  obe¬ 
dience  of  thefe  lie  annexed 
diftinguifhed  ble/fings. 

5  Thefe  are  the  progeny 
of  the  moll  illuftrious  ances¬ 
tors — from  thefe,  as  to  hu¬ 
man  extraction,  the  Mefliah 
defcended — and  to  thefe  the 


«  / 


one  fupreme  God  explicitly 
revealed  himfelf,  who  is  the 
worthy  object  of  religious  ado¬ 
ration,  through  all  the  revol¬ 
ving  ages  of  eternity.  Amen. 

■  6 Butnotwi  thllanding  thefe 
Ggnal  advantages  of  the  Jews, 

the  declaration  of  the  Supreme 

hath  not  fallen  to  the  ground 
— For  the  Ilraelites  merely  are 
not  the  whole  of  the  genuine 
defeendencs  of  Jacob. 

7  Nor  are  dhofe  only  who 
derive  their  extraction  from 
Abraham,  the  whole  of  the 
progeny  of  that  illuftrious 
perfonage — but  die  true  line 
of  thy  defcendents,  faid  God, 
llrall  extend  from  Ifaac. 

m  v 

.  8  From  whence  it  follows, 
dat  anere  natural  extraction 

a  ■ 

doth  noc  entitle  to  the  cha- 


jnterefh  of  my  dear  brethren  *  cacter  of 


but 


Chap 
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but  thofe  only  who  are  the 
objects  of  the  divine  promife 
arc  to  be  efteemcd  the  true 
defcendents. 

9  For  the  form  of  the  pro- 
mile  is  this— “  At  that  time 
I  will  difplay  my  divine  power, 
and  Sarah  (hall  have  a  ion.” 

10  Rebecca  too,  the  con- 
fort  of  Ifaac,  our  great  pro¬ 
genitor,  when  flie  was  in  her 

o  w 

pregnancy, 

1 1  before  her  children  had 
breathed  the  vital  air,  or  had 
done  either  good  or  evil  —  (a. 
proof  that  the  original  pur- 
pofe  of  the  Deity,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  conferring  any  Jeleft 
privileges  upon  any  commu-. 
nity  or  body  of  men,  is  not 
founded  on  their  virtue,  but 
in  the  foie  pieafure  of  the 
great  Arbiter,  who  is  pleafed 
thus  to  diffinguilh  them) 

12  During  her  pregnancy 
it  was  exprefly  (old  Vr, 

That  the  pofterity  ©f  -the 
elder  brother  fhould  be  in 
fubjectioj)  to  thofe  of  the 
younger.  ** 

13  As  God  alfo  by  .the 
prophet  declares,  w  The  de- 
feendents  of  J  acob  are  more 
the  objefts  of  -my  affection, 
than  thofe  of  F’.fau.” 

14  What  ihall  .we  then 
Jay  ?  fhall  we  afiert  that  -the 
procedures  of  the  Almighty 
are  unjuft  ?— Tar  from  it ! 

15  For  he  fays  to  Mofes, 

I  will  extend  my  companion 


to  him  whom  I  choofe  *0 
make  the  .object  gif  it,  I  jviJI 

commherate  whom  I  judge 
proper  to  commiferatp.” 

x6  Confe<juet)dy  k  is  not 
the  will,  or  the  efforts  of  an 
agent,  that  procure  the  do¬ 
nation  of  thefe  external  privi¬ 
leges  :  they  are  folely  the  gift 
.01  the  merciful  and  compaf- 
fionate  Deity. 

j  7  For  God  in  the  feripture 
faith  to  Pharao,  w  I  have  pre- 
ferved  thy  Iffe  am  id  ft  the  ge¬ 
neral  deftruiSlion,  that  by  thy 
means  I  might .  moft  iftu- 
ftrioufly  difplay  to  the  human 

race  mine  ^Tmipoterice,  and 
that  my  perfe&ions  Height  be 
universally  proclaimed  and.ee- 
lebraced  in  the  whole  world.” 

18  Confe^uently  therefore, 
the-Supreme  difpenfes  or  with¬ 
draws  his  (diftingwfhed  fa¬ 
vours  to  mankind  as  feemeth 
.beft  to  his  infinite  under- 

f  *  • 

ft  Sn  ding. 

19  But  you  will  Jay  to  me. 
Why  is  the  Almighty  djf- 
pleafed  with  us  Jews,  that  he 
rejefts  us -Who  of  us  hath 
oppofed  his  defigns  ? 

20  But  who  art  thou,  O 
thou  frail  mortal !  who  pre- 

fumeft  to  make  fuch  an  info- 
lent  reply  to  the  Supreme  ! 
Will  the  creature  arrogantly 
fay  to  its  Creator,  Why  haft 
thou  made  me  in  this  manner ! 

M  W 

21  Hath  not  the  pocter  a 
right  to  dii'pofc  of  his  clay  a* 

C  4  hs 


24  P  A  u  l's  JLpijlle  Chap.  ix. 

he  thinks  proper,  and  to  make  was  faid,  Here  refide  none 

out  of  the  fame  mafs  one  of  my  people,  the  inhabitants 
vellel  to  an  honourable,  ano-  of  that  very  region  fhall  be 
ther  to  a  lefs  honourable  ufe  ?  denominated  the  Tons  of  the 

22  What '  if  the  Deity,  immortal  God.” 

■when  defirous  to  manifeft  to  27  The  prophet  Ifaiah  thus 
the  world  his  vindictive  power,  lexprefsly  declares  concerning 
and  to  difplay  his  omnijx>- 1  the  Jews  — >  “  Though  the 
tence,  yet  fufpenied  his  juft  [ifraelites  be  as  numerous  as 
■vengeance,  and  epcerciled  the  [the  fands  upon  the  fea  fhorc, 
greateft  patience  and  long-  [yet  but  a  final)  pittance  of 
luffed ng  towards  the  objects  [that  vaft  multitude  will  em- 
of  his  wrath,  that  delervedly  [brace  the  gofpel  falvation. 
merited  deftruclioti  ?  I  28  He  will  juftiy  inflict  a 

23  in  order  that  he  might  l.fudden  and  dire  excifiou  :  die 

exhibit  the  immense  plenitude  Lord  will  caufe  a  dreadful 
of  his  glorious  benignity  to  and  unexpected  deftruCtion 
■wards  the  diftingUifred  ob-  in  the  land  of  Ifraei.  *  33 
jeCts  of  his  favour,  to  whom  "  29  The  fame  prophet  had 
he  originally  defigned  todif-  aflerted  the  fame  thing — 
penfe  thefe  illuftiriops  blef-  “  Our  fate,  fays  he,  would 
lings.  have  refemblcd  Sodom’s,  arid 

24  By  thefe  dlfHnguiihed'jour  deftruCtion,  that  of  Go- 
objeCts  of  his  favour  1  mean  j  morra  5  had  not  the  Omni- 
the  Chriftians,  wh*m  he  hath  [potent  been  pleafed  to  fave  a 
been  pleafed  to  invite  into  the  1  very  few  from  the  general 
privileges  of  the  gofpel,  not  j  ruin  to  perpetuate  the  name 
only  from  among  the  Je%vs  [  of  the  nation.5’ 

but  the  Heathens .  j  30  What  reflections  (hall 

25  This  fignal  event  God  j  we  make  on  thele  divine  pra- 
prediCted  by  the  prophet  Ho- 1  cedures  ?~Why,  that  th eHca- 
lea  in  the  following  pafiage —  \tbens,  who  entertained  no  ap- 
w  I  will  call  thoft  to  be  my  J  prehen/ions  of  acquiring  thefe 
people  who  formerly  were  not  |  privileges,  yet  attained  the 
my  people :  I  will  ftile  her  |  remiffion  of  all  their  prior 
the  objeCt  of  my  affeCtion,  [vices  — obtained  .this  diftin- 
who  had  not  before  been  ho- 1  guilhed  favour  by  means  of 
nouced  with  this  distinction,  [.their  reception  of  Chriftianity: 

26  And  it  fliall  be,  thacj  3 1  But  the  Jews,  who  were 
in  that  region  whore  it  *  feduious  in  their  purfuit  of 

this 

w 

*  Meaning  the  dcftro&ioa  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Romans. 
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*5 


this  fignal  bl effing,  the  con¬ 
donation  of  their  former  guilt, 
yet  did  not  attain  to  it. 

32  Bat  what  prevented 
their  acquisition  of  it  ? — Be- 
caufe  they  did  not  feek  it  from 
Chriftianity,  but  from  the  ce¬ 
remonious  ohfervances  of  the 


mofaic  inftitution 
gofpel  became 


a 


Thus  the 
ftone  of 


which 
Be- 


« 


(tumbling  to  them, 

33  Agreeably  to 
the  feripture  declares 
hold  I  lay  in  Zion  a.  ftone, 
upon  winch  the  Tfraelites  ft) ail 
ltumble  and  fall— but  every 
one,  who  embraceth  his*  doc¬ 
trines,  fhali  not  be  difappoint- 
ed  ” 

Chap.  x.  1.  MyChrifttan 
brethren,  it  is  the  finceie  de1 
fire  of  my  heart  and  my  fer¬ 
vent  praytr  to  the  Almighty, 
that  Ifrael  may  accept  the 
favjng  privileges  of  the  gof- 
pel.  , 

2  For  I  can  bear  them 
witnefs  that  they  are  animated 

with  ardent  zeal  for  God 
hut  their  zeal  is  not  direded 
by  wildom. 

3  For  wilfully  chooling  to 
be  ignorant  of  the  advantages 
of  that  d i (pen farion  •  which 
God  hath  now  introduced, 
and  feeking  to  derive  the  fame 
privileges  from  the  obfervance 
of  the  mofaic  difpenfation, 

they  have  obftinacely  rejeded 


the 


privileges  which  God- 
Freely  offers  in  the  gofpel. 

4  For  Chriftianity  is  the 
ultimate"  end  and  ftnal'  perfec¬ 
tion  of  thi*  Jewifh  oeoonomy; 
being  calculated  to  difpcnft  *. 
total  rcmiftkjn  of  all  paft  fins 
to  every  finefer^  believer; 

5  For  Mbfes  thus  deferibeS 
the  privileges  which  a  con¬ 
formity  to  his  fy  ftem  of  laws 
confers-*-  M  The  perfon  who 
hath  inviolably  made  thefe 

directions  the  rules  ofhiseon- 

a  v 

dud,  ftiall  by  fuch  a  per¬ 
formance  obtain  life.** 

6  •  But  the  language  of  the 
Chriftian  dilfienfation,  to  the 
Cordial  belief  of  which  the 
remiffion  of  fins  is  annexed) 
is  this — Let  not  thine  heart 

a 

didate  fuch  p  thought  as ;  this; 
Who  lhall  afterid  into  the  ce- 
jeftial  man  (ions  —  meaning, 
to  bring  the  Meffiah,  who 
hath  already  appeared,  from 
thole  blefled  abodes. 

7  Or,  Who  fhall  defend 
•into  the  dark  profound-realms 
of  the  dead  * —  meaning  to 
bring  up  th*-  Meffiah  again 
from  the  dreary  habitations 
of  death, 

8  But  what  faith  the  ferip- 
rure  ? — >**  The  dodrine  is  not 
lb  remote— it  refideth-near 
thee  —  it  .dwells  upon  thy 

tongue — ic  obtrudes  icfelfiipon 
thine  heart**  —  which  I  may 

juftly 
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^uftJy  apply  to  die  dcwflrine 
of  CbfutUoity,  which  we 
preach  : 

for  if  thou  Jffocerely  con- 
with  thy  tongue ^  that  Je- 
foi  j»  npw  consented  by  the 
£feitya  universal  governor,  and 
cordially  believe  in  thy  heart 
that  the  Supreme  railed  him 

from  the  dead,  thou  ihalt.be 

entitled  to  all  the  faving  pri¬ 
vileges  of  the  gofpel . 

10  For  in  {he  heart  that 
belief  is  cherifihed  which  is 
productive  of  temijffion  of  fin 
• — and  with  the  tongue  that 
cpnfeflfan  &  publickly  made 
which  initiates  iota  the  pof- 

fefiioa  of  evaagdlical  blef- 

fings- 

is  For  the  feripture  faith# 


in  a  perfon,  of  whom  they 
have  never  heard  ?  —  And 
how  Humid  they  ever  hear  of 
his  religion,  without  a  prea¬ 
cher  to  publiCh  its  doftrines  ? 

15  And  how  IhouJd  any 

jperfon  ever  proclaim  its  doc¬ 
trines#  if  they  were  not  autho¬ 
ritatively  commiffioned  and 
fent  ? — Here  the  expreflions 

of  the  prophet  are  jufdy  ap¬ 
plicable — **  How  beaut  Jiul  are 
the  feet  of  tbofe  who  publiih 
the  joyful  news  of  happinefs  1 

of  thofe  who  proclaim  the 
:  aufpirfous  tidings  of  felicity  1 

i  yet  all,  among  whom 
thqfe  joyful  tidings  of  the 
Chriftian  revelation  have  been 
promulgated,  have  not  cre¬ 
dited  them  i  fo  that  in  the 


—  **  Jivery  individual  with- [words  of  Ifaiah  we  may  ex- 
out  exception,  who  nepoieth  ]  claim — Lord !  who  hath  paid 
a  Sincere  -belief  in  him,  fhali  I  any  credit  to  the  account  we 
not -meet  with  a  fhamefyl  dif-  a  have  publilhed ! 
appointment.”  1  17  So  that  the  belief  of 

1 2  For  voder  the  Chriftian  I  Cbriftianity  is  neceffariiy  con- 
(cheme  diene  is  no  diftin<5tion  I  ne&ed  with  the  publicarion  of 
pf  Jtw  m  Gr#k-»r. all  are  un- 5  it— and  the  publication  of  it 
der  one  common  Lord  and [bath  been  exprdty  authorized 
governor,  who  .  foowereth I  by  a  divine  commiffion. 
down  his  blcflings  upon  all  I  1.8  jBut  have  they  not  heard, 

bis  votaries  indiferiminately.  i  I  fay,  the  do&rine  of  the 
*3  For  Whoever  fhall  ac-igpfpd ?  —  Undoubtedly  they 
kaowkdge  .OUT  Lord,  Jhall  bet  muft — for  to  ejrprefe  my felf 
foftflted  *9  (the  privileges  .of!  in  the  language  of  the  pfalmift 
his  religion.  I — “  Its  fame  hath  been  diffu- 

14  But  how  lb  Quid  they  [fed  in  every  region :  and  its 
acknowledge  him,  whofe  nuf-  j  troths  have  penetrated  to  the 
fion  (they  do  not  believe  ? — |  remoteft  limits  of  the  globe.” 
How  alfo  foould  they  believe  19  What,  I  fay,  hath  not 

JfwS 


Chap 
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*7 


Ifratl  heard  of  the  ftcceft  of 
the  gofpel  among  the  Hea¬ 
thens  ?  —  To  this  went  the 
words  of  their  great  law¬ 
giver  may  he'  fitly  accom¬ 
modated  —  **  I  will  kindle 
your  indignation  on  account 
of  thofe  you  rfteem  the  noft 
vile  and  contemptible  people : 
1  will  provoke  your  fury  a* 
gainft  a  nation  yon  treat  as 
totally  deftitute  of' intelligence 
and  wiidom.” 

20  But  Ifaiah  exp  refits  him* 
felf  in  the  boldeft  plamcft 
terms  — “I  was  found  by 
thofe  who  never  fought  me  : 
I  exhibited  tr.yfelf  before  thofe 
who  never  made  any  entities 
after  me.’* 

21  But  the  feme  prophet 

gives  this  defeription  of  the 
Jews- — “The whole  day,  with 
expanded  arm?  and  the  rovft 
pathetic  importunity,  I  bane 
addreffed  an  obftinatc  and  in¬ 
corrigible  people.” 


CHAP.  XI. 

j  T>UT  hath  the  Deity,  1 
n  fey>  totally  rejected 
and  abandoned  his  favoured 
nation  ? — by  no  means— For 
1  myfelf  am  an  Ifraelite,  a 
dependent  from  Abraham,  of 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin. 

2  The  Deity  hath  not  a* 


bandoned  tod  ixCfodod  tha 
people  wham  he  originally 
defigned  to  di&nguiSi  with 
fetch  tigtud  privileges— Don't 
you  know  that  Elm,  as  die 
icripture  relates,  in  his  ad- 
drefles  so  God,  recounted  the 

depravity  of  the  Ifraditerm 
die  following  cjftwdlions— 

3  O  Lord!  they  have 
enforced  their  hands  m  <be 
blood  of  thy  prophets — they 
have  entirely  fubreffed  and 
demolifhed  thy  faered  altars— 
(  am  she  otdy  one  of  thy  vo¬ 
taries  who  forme  the  genefcd 
mafiacre  :  and  they  are  in 
eager  purfojt  -of  m t  to  lad 
my  Mood/* 

4  But  to  this  OompiairA 
what  anfwer  did  the  Deity  •re¬ 
turn—1*  There  are  ftiU  living 

ino  left  than  feven  tbeufand  -re¬ 
ligious  perfons,  who  have  not 
proftrated  themfelves  before 

Baal” 

5  fo  in  this  prefect 
age  there  is  a  feleft  wdl-d/f* 
pofed  number  of  that  nation, 

who  have  embraced  the  gra¬ 
cious  difpenfation  -of  divine 
favour. 

6  But  if  this  difpenfation 
had  its  fourefc  entirely  in  the 
free  favour  -of  <5od,  it  follows,' 
fhat  the  pripr  obedience  <0f 
mankind  did  not  procure  the 

donation  of  it  *. 

7  What 


*  The  tall  etaufe  of  this  verfe  in  oar  printed  copies  tie  not  in  die  Alex* 
C&roraQnt,  Gr.  Lilt.  Gcnoaa.  Gr.  L«t.  Roe  2,  Sot net,  Or.  Let.  V^lefii 

Leek. 


2&  Paul’s  Epiftk  Chap.  xi. 

7  Whit  then,  hath  not  If- 1  1 1  But  have  they,  I  alk» 

rael  attained  the; grand  object  1  Humbled  fo  as  to  fall  irreco- 
of  their  follicitouS  enquiries  I  verably  ? — far,  very  far  from 
Afeledfc  virtuousbody  among  I  it!  No!  By  their  unhappy 
them  have  obtained  this  blef-  J  lapfe  the  gofpel  difpenfation 
fing :  but.  the  reft  of  them  I  hath  been  adopted  by  the 
are  enveloped  in  wilful  dark*  i  Heathens,  in  order  to  excite 
nefs.  I  their  emulation. 

8  So  that  the  following  1 .  12  But  if  their  lapfe  hath 
words  of  the  prophet  are  I  refultcd  in  the  felicity  of  the 
juftly  applicable  to  their  prc- 1  world,  and  their  forfeiture  of 
lent  obftinate  blind  nefs  andlthofe  bleffings  ha;  h  proved 
infidelity— “  God  hath  per- 1  the  opulence  of  the  Heathens : 
mitred  their  rational  powers  I  of  how  much  infinitely  hap- 
to  be  totally  benumbed  with  I  pier  confequence  to  mankind 
a  torpid  ftupidity  and  infenfi- 1  will  their  univeri.il  reception 
biiity,  their  eye?  to  be  ob-jof  Chriftianity  be  produc- 
lcured  with  prejudice,  auditive? 

their  hearing  to  be  entirely  I  13  I  addrefs  myfelf  to  you 
blunted  and  fturtned  with  in- 1  Heathens — and  allure  you  that 
vincible  prepoflJffiion.” —  A I  all  the  time  I  aft  in  the  cha- 
pajfage,  deferiptive  of  their  I  rafter  of  the  apoftle  of  the 
flate  and  condition  in  the  pre- 1  'Heathens,  it  is  ever  my  am- 
ftnt  day.  I  bition  to  make  my  miniflra- 

•  9  Thcfe  words  of  David  Irion  among  you  as  magnifi- 
alfo  characterize  their  prefent  lcent  and  illuftrious  as  pol- 
temper  and  difpofition — *  *  Let  I  fible  : 
their  joyous  feftivals  be  con- 1  14  with  this  view,  that  I 

verted  into  uneXpefted  con-  *  may,  if  poflible,  by  any 
fufion,  infidious  plots,  un-  means,  incite  the  emulation 
looked  for  woes^  and  a  juft  of  my  countrymen  to  rival 
retribution  of  their  cnormi-  you,  and  convert  fome  of  them . 
tics:  15  ^or  if  their  rejection 

10  Let  their  eyes  be  totally  of  Chriftianity  hath  produced 
obfeured  in  the  gloom  of  im-  fuch  a  revolution  in  the  world : 
penetrable  darknels ;  and  let  what  will  their  univetfal  re- 
their  backs  be  always  turned  ception  of  it  effect,  but  an 
upon  the  truth.’*  aftonilhing  change  that  (hall 

be 

Leek.  Coptic,  Vulgate,  -Origcn,  Atnbrofe,  Chryfoftom,  Theodcret,  in  110 
Latin  manuscripts,  Eflius  fays.  It  is  pronounced  fpurious  by  Erafmus,  Zcgcr, 

Efiius,  Grotius.  See  Mill,  Wetftein,  and  Edwards  on  Grace, 


Chap.  xl.  to  the  Rom  ah  A. 

be  fimilar  to  a  general-  refur*  1  22  Contemplate  the  knjg- 

re&ion  from  the  dead  !  I  nity  and  the  fcverity  of  the 

16  rBut  if  the  fir  ft  of  the  I  Supreme  —  his  fevericy  to- 

dough  is  confecraced,  the  J  wards  thole  who  have  volun* 
whole  mafs  is  fo — and  if  the  i  tarily  forfeited  his  favour—* 
root  of  the  tree  be  in  a  healthy  I  his  benignity  towards  thee* 
{fate,  its  branches  participate  j  if  thou  continue*  a  fit  objedfc 
of  its  vigour.  |  of  it  — ■  if  not1 —  thy  prelent 

1 7  But  if  fome  of  the  J  ftouriihing  branches  will  alfo 
boughs  have  been  lopped  off,  |  be  cup  down, 

•and  thou,  the  feion  of  a  wild,  j  23  and  the  former,  unlei* 
had  been  ingrafted  into  the  1  they  obdinately  perfift in  their 
true  genial,  olive,  and  par- 1  infidelity,  will  be  ingrafted — - 
ticipated  its  generous  quality  I  for  an  omnipotent  hand  is 
and  richnefs,  I  able  to  rc-inftrt .  them  into 

1 8  do  not  infolently  exult!  their  original  dock. 

over  the  mutilated  boughs — J  24  For  if  thou  the  feton 
for  if  thou  in fu It  over  them,  l  of  an  unfruitful  wild  olive 
remember  that  thou  Support- 1  wire  ciit  out  etf  thy  own  na- 
ed  not  the  trunk,  but  the  I  tiVe  barren  tree,  and,  by  a 
trunk  thee.  j  pnocefs  repugnant  to  the  or* 

19  Perhaps  thou  wilt  re-ldihary  laws  of  nature,  were 
ply — The  boughs  were  lop- 1  engoafted  into  the  fruitful 
ped  off,  merely  that!  might  I  generous  olive  —  how  much 
be  ingrafted  into  the  tree.  j  wfll  not  thole,  who  naturally 

20  1  allow  it  —  through  j  belong  to  the  antient  dock, 

their  wilful  difbelief  of  chrif- 1  be  in  future  .  time  ingrafted 
li unity  they  were  cut  off,  and!  info  their  own ikindred  oliveJ 
through  thy  belief  of  it  thou  I  25  For  I  not  willing 
ait  now  ere<5fc  and  fiourifhing  I  you  fhould  be  ignorant,  my 
— Afpire  not  to  too  fublime  I  chriftian  brethfen,  of  this  hit* 
an  elevation,  but  be  cautious  I  thprto  un revealed  truth,  That 
of  a  fall.  this  undifcemiitg  infidelity  of 

2  r  For  if  God  (pared  not  Ijtael  is  to  be  but  of  limited 
the  native  branches,  thou  had  duration,  and  to  continue 
greater  realbn  to  be'  afraid  only  'till  that  period  arrive 
led  he  fliould  not  (pare  thee.  J  when  all  the  heathen  nations 

(hall 

* 

'  The  Apoftle  means  by  this  amparijoa,  that  the  Jews  were  not  it* 
frjff  abandoned,  that  the  nation  ft  HI  flood  in  a  peculiar  relation  to  God 
c;:  account  of  die  covenant  made  with  :their  anttjim. 


v> 


Paul's  'Efifile 


» 

Chap. 


ibaU&avt  univerially  embra¬ 
ced  chriftiaaity. 

26  It  is  according  to  this 
divine  procedure  that  all  If- 
rael  will  finally  efpoufe  the 
ehriftian  religion ;  agreeable 
to  tbe  following  predi&ioni 
of  fcripture  —  44  Zion  ihati 
give  birth  to  a  deliverer,  who 
fhall  entirely  reclaim  Jacob 
from  his  wkkednefs.” 

27  44  This  is  the  fofattn 
covenant  I  wdl  eftablifh  with 
tbetn,  after  I  have  totally  ex¬ 
punged  all  their  .crimes/* 

28  With  regard  to  the 
gofpel,  they  have  oppoled 
k>  oecaufe  you  Heathens  have 
embraced  it  —  but  in  confe¬ 
rence  of  the  divine  original 
election  of  them  to  be  his 
people,  they  are  flill,  as  a 
community,  the  fiiftinguMhed 
objeds  of  his  favour,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  qeligious  an- 

ceftors : 

29  for  the  free  donations: 
and  grants  of  figqal  privileges 
which  the  Deky  is  pleaJed  to, 
confer,  are  not  capriciously 
withdrawn  and  retraded. 

3 6  For  as  you  Heathens 
were  formerly  disobedient  to 
God,  bat  are  now  become 
the  obje&sof  the, divine  com- 
tnUeration,  through  the  Jews 
rejection  of  ChrilUanity : 

31  fo  in  like  manner  have 
the  Jews,  by  reafon  of  the 
mercy  that  hath  been  con¬ 
ferred  upon  you,  obftinatcly 


renounced  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion  —  rendering  themCrlvcs 
by  this  conduit  the  proper 
objelta  alio  of  the  divine 

companion. 

32  For  the  Deity  confidcr- 
ed  all  mankind  as  univcriaily 
difobcdknc  and  depraved,  that 
he  might  include  all  in  one 
common  undiftinguifhing  act 
of  benevolence  and  mercy. 

33  O  the  unfathomable 
depth  of  the  divine  wifdom 
and  undemanding !  How  in- 
fcrutable  are  his  procedures ! 
how  inexplicable  his  ways  ! 

94  For  who  can  explore 
the  measures  of  the  Divinity  I 
Who  can  dictate  to  his  infal¬ 
lible  knowledge  \ 

35  Or  who  hath  previoufiy 
conferred  a  benefit  upon  him, 
and  expe&s  that  benefit  to  be 
retaliated ! 

3,6  Bccaufe  all  things  were 
originally  derived  from  him 
—  ail  things  are  difpenfed 
through  him — all  things  con- 
fpirc  to  promote  his  glory 
to  whom  be  adoration  aferi- 
bed  through  all  the  revolving 
ages  of  eternity  1  Amen. 


CHAP.  XII. 

t  T  Conjure  you  then,  my 
X  Chriftian  brethren,  by 
atl  the  tender  mercies  of  God, 
that  you  exhibit  y our fe Ives 
at  the  divine  altar  as  a 

facrifice 


Chap. ail.  to  the  Romans. 

facrifice  pure,  immaculate  and  I  ocher  by  the  theft  intimate 
grateful  to  the  divinity -the  I  tie  a. 
moil  rational  fervice  in  which  1  &  As  we  pofieft,  therefore^ 

you  can  engage.  I  different  endowments,  accord- 

2  Conform  not  to  the  ge- 1  ing  to  the  favour  with  which 
neraJ  purfuits  of  the  prefent  1  God  hath  refpeftiveiy  di (lin¬ 
age — but  be  ye  entirely  difli-  I  guifhed  tls  :  if  God  hath  ap-1 
milar  to  your  former  (elves  I  pointed  us  tb  the  office  0# 
by  a  moral  renovation  off  public  inftrU&Ort,  let  us  dip 
mind — in  order  that  you  may  I  Charge  it  in  proportion  to  the 
acquire  a  clear  perception  of  I  (piritual  abilities  which  he 
the  good,  the  benevolent,  I  hath  communicated  to  us. 
and  the  perfect  will  of  God.  |  y  If  we  are  inverted  with 

3  By  virtue  of  the  apofto-jthe  office  of  deacons,  let  t» 
lie  office  with  which  I  am  in-  j  difeharge  this*  office  faithfully 
veiled,  I  charge  every  one  I  — if  with  the  office  of  teach- 
among  you  not  to  chertfh  aniers,  let  us  diligently  perform 
over -weening  opinion  con- 1  the  duty  of  this  important 
cerning  himfelf  —  but  to  en- 1  province. 

certain  fuch  juft  fentimencs  I  8  Let  him;  who  exhorteth 
of  himfelf  as  may  lead  him  I  others,  confcientioufly  acquit 
to  conduft  himfelf  with  a  j  himfelf  in  this  duty — let  him 
fuitable  propriety  and  deed- 1  who  contributes  to  relievo 
rum,  according  to  the  refpec- 1  diftrefs,  give  liberally  *  —  lee 
tive  fpiritual  endowments  I  him,  who  is  a  prefident,  be 
which  God  hath  proportion- 1  active  in  his  ftation— let  him, 
ally  imparted  to  every  one.  I  who  doth  an  adl  of  compaf- 

4  As  a  great  variety  of  j  fiOn,  perform  it  with  chear- 
members  are  all  combined  |  fulnefs. 

into  one  harmonious  animal  1  9  Let  your  benevolence 

lyftem,  and  all  thefe  many  I  be  fincere  and  undiffembled— 
members  have  not  the  fame  J  Ihun  vice  with  the  utmoft  de¬ 
fun  fti  on  :  I  teftaqon :  to  virtue  adhere 

5  lb  we  Chriftians,  as  nu- 1  inflexibly. 

merous  as  we  are,  are  alii  10  Entertain  the  moll  ge- 
uiuted  into  one  body,  and  I  nerous  and  fraternal  affeflion 
every  diftinft  individual  of  us  I  mutually  for  each  other— 
is  mutually  connected  to  each  |  with  an  honourable  and  moft 

amiable 

'  &  **vwT«Tt.  Ataktw  often  ftgnifies,  as  it  does  in  this  place,  Ubtrs* 
Jity,  gentrojity .  See  2  Cor.  ii,  2,  ch«  ix,  I  ( ,  13. 


Paul’s  Epijlle  Chap. xi;, 

amiable  deference,  each  treat-  j  elevated  ftations,  but  ratlver 

««  ##fg  ••  ■  ^ 

ing  another  as  his  fuperior.  I  court  the  humble  and  un- 

.  ii  Be  not  inert  and  cold  |  oftentatious — be  not  inflated 
in  your  afleftionate  difpofi- 1  with  vain  felf-conceit, 
lions,  but  cherifh  a  warmth!  1 7  Do  not  return  evil  for 
and  ardour  of  mind  —  pru- 1  evil  to  any  one — ftudy  to  ex- 
dently  1  accommodating  your  Ihibit  an  amiable  char  after 
behaviour  to  the  various  cir-  j  of  virtue  and  goodncfs-  before 
cumftances  that  occur  in  life.  |  the  world. 

H 

.  1 2  Let  your  Chriftian  hopes  I  18  Let  it  be  your  utmoft 
ever  infpire  you  with  facred  I  ftudy  and  endeavour  to  live, 
joy— fupport  affliftion  with  I  if  poffible,  in  harmony  and 
fortitude  of  mind  1 —  be  con- 1  concord  with  all  men. 

Kant  in  the  devout  exercifel  19  My  dear  Chrtftians, 
of  prayer.  1 harbour  not  in  your  boloms 

13  Charitably  contribute  j  the  principles  of  revenge — 

to  the  relief  of  necefluous  I  but  let'  rage  and  refentment 
Chriftians  ever  cultivate  at  be  extirpated  from  your  hearts 
beneficent  and  hofpitable  dif- 1 — for  it  is  written  —  “  Ven- 
pofition.  I  geance  is  my  prerogative :  / 

14  Blefs  your  perforators  I  will  inflift  cpridign 

—pour  not  your  execrations,  j  men t.” 
but  implore  the  divine  blef- 1  20  Should  therefore  thine 

ling,  upon  them.  I  enemy  be  ftarving  with  hun- 

15  Let  your  joy  flow  in  jger,  give  him  food — if  he  is 

one  common  ftreatn  with  the  I  parched  with  third,  give  him 
joys  of  others :  and  mingle  I  drink- — by  this  amiable  be- 
your  tears  with  the  tears  of  I  neficence  thou  wile  "  f often 
the  forrowful.  I  and  melt  his  hoftile  difpofi- 

16  Cultivate  a  piutual  har- 1  tion  into  tendernefs  and  love, 
mony  of  kind  difpofitions — J  2-1  Suffer  not  vice  to  gain 
Afpire  not  after  fublime  and  *  a  conqueft  over  you — but  da 

y°u 

*  Ktufco  is  probably  the  true  reading.  See  Mill. 

*  An  elegant  metaphor  taken  from  melting  dtnvn  metal  by  heaping  flit- 

on  the  head  of  the  crucible.  The  ©bfervation  of  the  excellent  Plutaw 
beautifully  illuftrates  the  words  of  the  Apoftle,  AtfysirsV  St  jtc *  a- 
“  The  malignity  of  man,  how  violent  foever,  is  not  altogether  fo  fierce 
and  virulent  at  not  to  be  foitened  by  an  obliging  behaviour,  and  overcome 
by  die  kindnefs  of  thofe  who  are  frequently  doing  friendly  offices.”  Pin- 
torch.  Dm.  p.  1791.  Edit.  G r.  Stephan.  We  ought  fo  to  converfe,  fays 
Pythagoras,  that  we  may  not  make  oxit  friends  Our  enemies,  but  on  the  con  * 
trary,  our  enemies  oar  friends.  Awiiki;  ti  *•  A-  Diogtu.  Letts  t'. 

p.  _jc6.  Meibcmi ,  Amjhl.  1692, 


Chap,  xiii. 

you  vanquilh  and  difcounte- 
nance  it  by  the  fteady  prac¬ 
tice  of  virtue. 

c  M  a  v .  xitr. 

* 

i  T  E  T  every  one  of  you. 

1  j  pay  a  dutiful  w  fub- 
jcction  to  civil  governors— 
tor  nugiftracy  is  a  divine  ap¬ 
pointment  —  the  itations  of 
civil  rulers  were  conftituted 
by  the  fupreme  governor; 

2  He  therefore,  who  op- 
pofeth  civil  magiftracy,  op- 
pofeth  the  conftitution  of 
God :  and  they  who  refufe 
fubje&ion  to  the  regulations 
of  civil  fociety  render  them- 
fdves  obnoxious  to  pubilh- 

ment. 

3  For  civil  magiftracy  .  is 
armed  with  terror,  not  again  ft 
virtue,  but  againft  vice — Art 
thou  defirous  therefore  to  live 
free  from  all  uneafy  appre* 
henfions  of  the  civil  gover¬ 
nor,  do  but  praflife  thy  duty, 
and  thou  wilt  be  applauded 
by  him. 

4  For  he  is  God’s  vice¬ 
gerent  to  countenance  the 
practife  of  virtue — lJut  trem- 

Vol.  II. 
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ble,  if  thou  wilfully  violate 
tKy  duty,  for  he  beareth  noc 
the  fword  in  vain-— for  in  this 
refped  alfo  he  is  the  vicege¬ 
rent  of  the  jAlmighty  to  in- 
flidfc  puniflunehc  upon  the  ir- 
:  regular  and  licentious. 

5  It  is  your  incumbent 
duty  therefore  to  pay  a  fubr 
jection  to  the  laws  of  civil 
fociety,  not  merely  from  a 
dread  of  punifhment,  but 
from  a. principle  of  confci- 
ence. 

6  Do  you  contribute  there¬ 
fore  to  the  fupport  of  civil 
governors,  for  they  are  agents 
under  the  Supreme  in  aflidu- 
ouriy  promoting  the  interefts 
of  public  virtue. 

7  Pay  therefore  to  all  their 
legal  and  juft  demands Tri¬ 
bute,-  taxes,  reverence,  ho¬ 
nour,  to  whom  thefe  are,  re- 
fpe&ively,  due. 

8  Let  no  one  have  any 
juft  claims  upon  you,  except 
the  claims  of  mutual  affection 

a 

and.  love  —  for  &  benevolent 
lover  of  mankind  doth  by 
this  one  duty  fulfil  all  the  nu¬ 
merous  obligations  of  the 
law : 

9  For  the  prohibition  of 

D  adultery 
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w  When  this  cpiftlc  was  written  Nero  had  the  character  of  an  excellent 
prince.  The  firft  years  of  this  tyrant^  reign  were  diftingpiflted  for  his  mo¬ 
deration  and  clemency.  Being  once  deCred  to  fign  the  execution  of  £ 
criminal,  he  did  it  with  great  rcluftancc;  wilhing,  be  bad  nwer  learned  a 
Utter .  Zhiam  wllem,  inquit,  nefeire  literal  /  He  oeclared  he  would  maUd 
the  admimitration  of  Auguftus  the  model  of  his  own,’  and  embraced  every 
opportunity  of  Jhcwing  his  liberality,  clemency,  aftd  courtcoilfncfs.  Vid; 
Sucton,  lib.  6.  cap.  io.  p.  581.  Variorum* 
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adultery,  of  murder,  of  theft,  i  bauchery,  in  quarrels  and 
of  defamation,  of  envy,  and  I  difcords : 
every  other  injunction  befides  I  14  but  put  on  that  robe 
thefe,  are  all  virtually  com- 1  of  confpicuous  virtue  with 
prized  in  this  me  tingle  pre- 1  which  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrilt 
cept,  Thou  /halt  love  thy  I  was  adorned  —  and  make  it 
neighbour  as  thyfelf.  |  not  your  ftudy  to  indulge  and 

10  Benevolence  never  de-  I  gratify  the  irregular  cravings 
vifeth  any  wickednefs  again  ft  I  of  your  fenfual  appetites. 

its  neighbour:  benevolencel 
therefore  is  a  *  complete  epi- 1 
tome  of  the  law.  I  CHAP.  XIV. 

11  Moreover  do  you  live  I 

mindful  of  the  tranfiency  of  1 1  r  t  "\  H  E  weak  and  inju- 
life  :  becaufe  it  is  time  we  |  X  dicious  ChriiHan  do 
fhould  wake  out  of  our  inert  I  you  embrace  in  the  arms  of 
and  fluggifh  repofc —  for  our  |  your  benevolence,  and  do  not 
celeftial  happineft  is  now  I  enter  into  any  uncharitable 
nearer  in  prolpeft  than  when  j  difpute  and  petulant  contro- 
we  firft  embraced  the  gofpel.  1  verfy  with  fuch  an  one. 

12  The  y  night  of  morra- 1  2  One  Chriftian  believes  he 

liry  is  far  advanced  :  the  ra-  j  enjoys  full  liberty  to  eat  all 
diant  morning  of  the  refur*  j  kinds  of  food  indilcriminately 
feClion  is  at  hand  :  let  Us  im- 1  -“-another,  weak  and  ferupu- 
mediately  therefore  throw  off!  lous,  lives  upon  a  vegetable 
the  habits  of  darknefs,.  and  I  diet. 

inveft  ourfelves  with  the  im- 1  3  But  let  not  him,  who 

penetrable  armour  of  light.  •  I  eats  every  fpecies  of  food  pro- 

13  As  we  are  enlightened  [  mifeuoufly,  look  upon  his 
with  the  effulgent  beams  of!  Chriftian  brother  with  con- 
perfeCt  day,  let  uy  walk  with  ]  tempt  who  confcientioufiy  ab- 
the  greateft  propriety  and  de-  gftains — nor,  on  the  contrary, 
corum  —  not  polluting  and  j  let  not  the  Chriftian  who  feru- 
debating  ourfelves  in  riot  and  l  pies  fome  kind  of  food,  un¬ 
revels,  in  fenfualiity  and  de- 1  charitably  cenfure  and  con¬ 
demn 


*  AnuttOAtumraf  bfummarily  comprehended:  it  is  the  fam  end  fub- 
ftance  of  the  law  t  the  uxboit  body  of  the  law  in  miniature. 
r  Awuejutr  /tan*  yttf  mtu,  tyyuSi  J*  *&>;- 

Affw  It  ft  Hrt*  »*£ 

Iliad,  X  15 1,  aj*. 
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demn  the  conduft  of  another  t  fcienpe,  doth  not  eat  with  the 
who  doth  not  fcruple  it— for  I  feme’  religious  convictions; 
he  is  equally  an  objeCt  of  the  |  and  the  fame  kind  of  grati- 
(iivine  approbation^  I  tude  as  the  other. 

4  Who  art  thou  who  thus  I  y  For  none  of  us  Iivetft 
prefumcft  to  pafs  a  decifive  I  as  1  unconnected  individuals, 
ientence  upon  another’s  fer-  j  and  none  of  us  dieth  as  un* 
vant  ? —  It  is  his  own  matter  I  connected  beings : 
alone  who  hath  the  foie  right  I  8  For  while  we  live,  we 
to  accept  or  reject  him  :  but  I  live  connected  with  God  : 
he  will  be  accepted,  for  he  J  when  we  die;  We,  die  conned:  - 
hath  done  nothing  to  preclude  j  cd  with  him  —  whether  we 
liimlelf  from  the  divine  ac-  J  therefore  enjoy  life  or  reiign. 

ceptance.  j  it;  we  are  the  property  of 

rs  One  Chriftian  efteems }  God. 

K  #  I 

one  day  more  facred  and  l'o-  [  9  For  Chrift,  for  this  very 

lann  than  another — another  j  porpofe,  both  iubmitted  to 
Chriftian  thinks2  every  day  I  death,  and  Sole  from  the. 
alike  —  let  each  of  thtfe  ad  j  tomb,  and  pofiefieth  immor- 
according  to  the  clear  con  vie-  j  tality,  that  he  might  be  the 
tion  and  full  perfuaficn  of  his  |  univerfal  governor  both  of 
own  mind.  |  the  dead  and  of  the  living. 

6  He  who  perfuades  him- 1  10  Why  doft  thou  there- 

felf  of  the  fuperior  fanftity  of  J  fore  uncharitably  condemn 
feme  particular  days,  devotes  J  thy  Chriftian  brother  ?  Why 
thele  days  peculiarly  to  God  j  doft  thou  afteCt  to  treat  him 
—another,  who  believes  no  I  with  Contempt  ?  —  Rcmem- 
day  more  facred  than  another,-  j  ber,  we  ihall  all  of  Us  without 
tonfequently  doth  not  conic- j  exception  be  ranged  before 
crate  particular  days  to  God<  I  the  tribunal  of  Chrift. 

He  who  eats  all  kinds  of  food  I  i  1  For  the  Almighty  de- 
indifcriminately,  cats  them  j  elareth  in  icripture,  “  To  me 
as  convinced  of  his  liberty  J  every  rational  creature  Ihall 
Under  Chriftianity,  and  blef- 1  be  in  abfoluce  fubjeftion,  and 
feth  God  for  it— He<  who  ab- 1  every  tongue  ihall  applaud 

ftains  from  lb  me  ipecies  of  I  my  divine  attributes.” 
food  from  feruples  of  con- 1  12  Every  individual  the re- 

D  2  fore 


1  HjjoJ'w  ten  ftst  dyaStis  ctui/jurci,  reei  ti 

r>‘s  A?taevtTi  ywiv  hfttpxi  ixxem  fiw  w«w»  PluiM'ch,  Camillas 
f.  250.  Ed.  Gr.  Stepbani.  8ro; 

*  That  is,  ontonnedled  with  God; 
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tore  of  us  will  give  a  minute .  arifing  from  the  confcioufnefs 
account  of  his  conduit  to  the  |  of  our  being  blefled  with  the 
Supreme  Judge !  I  endowments  of  theholy  Spirit. 

.13  Confequently  then  let  I  18  He,  who  with  a  mind 
us  for  the  future  pats  no  hard  I  adorned  with  thefe,  devotes 
cenfures  one  upon  another—  I  himfelftotheferviceofChrift, 
rather  do  you  deliberately  I  fecures.  the  approbation  both 
form  this  refolurion,  that  you  I  of  God  and  man. 
will  throw  no  obftacles  or  I  19  Let  us  therefore  make 
unhappy  impediments  in  the  I  it  our  conftant  ftudy  and  pur- 
path  of  your  Chriftian  bro- 1  fuit  to  promote  harmony  and 
sher.  I  place,  and  mutually  to  con- 

14  I  have  the  mod  clear  |  fult  one  another’s  improve- 
and  undoubted  perfuafion,  as  I  ment. 

a  Chriftian,  that  there  is  no  I  20  Do  not,  for.fuch  a  fri- 
kind  of  food,  abftraltedly,  |  volous  trifle,  as  the  lawfulness 
unlawful — but  if  any  really  j  or  unlawfulnefs  of  food,  de- 
deem  it  unlawful,  to  him  it  1  molifti  the  fabric  which  God 
becomes  unlawful.  1  hath  ere&ed — All  things  with - 

15  If  the  mind  of  thy  Chri- 1  out  diftinltion  are  pure  :  yet 
ftian  brother  is  hurt  by  thy  I  it  is  criminal  for  a  perfon  to 
unlimited  ufe  of  all  kinds  of  I  ufe  this  unlimited  liberty, 
food  j  for  thee  affeltedly  to  1  when  he  knows  it  will  wound 
perfift  is  a  flagrant  violation  |  and  difguft  fcrupulous  con- 
of  that -love  thou  oweft  him  j  fciences. 

— Don’t  by  thy  promifeuous  I  21  It  is  proper  for  thee 
ufe  of  food  everlaftingly  de-  J  neither  to  eat  flefh,  nor  to 
ftroy  the  foul  of  thy  Chri- 1  drink  wine,  nor  to  do  any 
ftian  brother,  for  ^homChrift  j  thing  of  this  kind,  about 
died.  I  which  thy  Chriftian  brother 

16  Do  not  therefore,  by]  hath  fcruples,  by  which  his 
any  indiferetion,  fufier  your]  mind  is  hurt,  and  by  which 
Chriftian  liberty  to  be  calum-1  he  may  be  difgufted  agamft 
niared  and  reproached.  I  Chriftianity. 

17  For  the  ekcellency  of]  22  You  believe  you  enjoy 
Chriftianity  doth  not  confift  j/*//  liberty  in  this  article- 
in  an  unbounded  liberty  of  [enjoy  the  mental  fatisfaltion 
tiling  every  fpecies  of  meat  I. of  your  belief  in  the  con- 

and  drink  indiferiminately  5!  fcious  p  re  fence  of  God - 

but  tt  confifts  in  virtue,  in] Happy  is  he  who  doth  not 
unanimity,  in  a  facred  joy  *  condemn  himfelf  by  altir.g' 

inconfiftently 
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inconfiftently  with  what  his 
mind  approves. 

2  3  But  the  perfon,  who 
hath  religious  fcruples  con¬ 
cerning  its  iawfulnefs,  if  he 

cat,  he  condemns  himlelf,  be* 
caufc  he  a<fts  contrary  to  the 
convictions  of  his  mind— for 
whatever  is  done  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  a  perfon’s  own  mind, 
is  finful. 

Chap.  xv.  i  We,  who 
fully  understand  the  princi¬ 
ples  of  Chriftian  liberty,  ought 
to  bear  with  the  fcruples  of 
our  weak  brethren,  and  not 
confuit  what  is  merely  agree¬ 
able  to  ourftlves. 

2  But  let  each  of  us  *  ren¬ 
der  ourfelvcs  agreeable  to  oujr 
neighbour,  by  generoully  en¬ 
deavouring  to  promote  his 
belt  in  ter  efts  and  improve* 
merit. 

3  For  Chrift  did  not  make 
it  his  ftudy  folely  to  pleafe 
and  gratify  himfelf,  but,  to 
exprefs  myfelf  in  the  words 
of  feripture, .  “  I  fuftained  the 
calumny  and  abufe .  of  thofe 
who  reviled  and  reproached 
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me. 


4  For  the  precepts  and 
examples  of  facred  feripture 
were  recorded  for  our  admo¬ 
nition  and  improvement  •,  that 
we,  through  the  patience  it 
inculcates,  and  that  confola- 
tion  it  infpires,  may  be  .aru-: 
mated  with  the  tranfponing 
hope  of  immortality. 


5  And  may  God,  fhe  au¬ 
thor  .of  ’patience  and  forti¬ 
tude,  and  the  parent  of  coh- 

folation,  grant  that  you  may 
mutually  cultivate  unanimity 
and  concord  among  your- 
felves  according  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  your  Chriftian  pro*, 
feffion : 

6  in  order  that  with  uni- 

verfal  harmony  of  afife&ioa, 
and  one  accordant  voice, .  you 
may  all  unite  in  celebrating 
the  God  and  Father  of  our 
•hord  Jefus  Chrift. 

7  Do  you  therefore  enter¬ 
tain  the  molt  generous  and 

impartial  regards  for  each 
pther,  in  like  manner  as  Chrift 

hath  exprefiad  the  greateft  af- 
feiftion  for  OS  by  admitting 
us  into  the  glorious  privileges 
of  a  divine  difpenfation. 

8.  Det  me  remind  you  that 
the  public  miniftry  of.  Jefus 
Chrift.  was  confined  to  the 
Jews— -In  order  that  the.  ve* 
raefty  pf  God  might  be  con¬ 
firmed,  and  the  promifts  made 
to  their  anceftors  might  be 
ratified : 

p.  and  that  .  the  Heathens, 
ought  for  ever.  to.  celebrate 
and  adore,  the  goodnefs  of 
God.  for  deigning  to  cam  mi* 
ferace  them — ras  the  feripture 
faith, pot  this  l  will  pour 
out  my  fervent  .gratitude  to. 
thee. stnong. the  Heathens ,  and 
magnify  thy  perfections  in  the 
fub.iimeft  lays,” 

V 
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so  And 


3* 


Pa  u  i/s  EpijUe 


Chap,  xv, 


10  And  in  another  place, 
**  O  ye  Heathens  !  conjoin 
with  his  favoured  people  in 
franfports  of  fapred  raptures." 

1 1  And  again :  “  Join  in 
one  folepin  hymn  of  praife  to 
God,'  all  ye  Heathens ;  cele¬ 
brate  hi*  goodnds,  O  ye  na¬ 
tions” 

s 

w 

1 2  Ifaiah  alio  exp  refs  iy  de¬ 
clares  :  “  The  root  of  Jefse 
(hall  not  be  extimft :  frorri  it 
there  (hall  fpring  an  iiluftrious 
governor  to  rule  the  Heathens., 
and  in  fiim  (hall  tly  Heathens 
repofe  their  confidence.” 

i  3  May  the  fupreme  God, 
the  primary  -  foprce  of  hope, 
fill  you  with  every  joy  and 
felicity  in  your  Chriftjan  pre- 
fefijon,  and  continue  to  in- 
fpirp  ■  you  with  tbd  nioft  ani¬ 
mating  and  enlivening  hope 
of  immortality  b  by  means  of 
thole  endowments  of  the  holy 

Spirit  which  have  been  con¬ 
ferred  upon  you. 

14  But,  my  brethren,  1 
myfelf  am  fully  pqrfuaded  of 
you  all,  that  you  ate  .  actuated 
by  the  principles  of  benignity 
and  love,  that  you  ate  amply 
fumdhed  with  all  uftfut  know¬ 
ledge,  and  are  abundantly 
qualified  to  impart  admoni¬ 
tion  and  inftrudtion  to  others 

15  Iw  the  preceding 
part  of  this  epiftle  to  you, 
py  Chriftian  brethren,  I  have 


prefumed  to  take  a  more  than 
ordinary  freedom  with  you 
Specially,  and  have  reminded 
you  of  your  duty  by  virtue 
of  that  apoftolic  office,  with 
which  God  hath  gracioufly 
veiled  me. 

16  In  order  that  I  might 
officiate  as  the  minilter  of  Je- 
lus  Chrift  to  the  Heathens , 
difeharging  the  fumftion  of  a 
priefi  with  regard  to  the  gof- 
pel  of  God,  in  order  that  the 
Heathens  might  become  an 
oblation  grateful  to  the  Divi¬ 
nity,  being  confecrated  to  him 
by  the  pfiufion  of  the  Holy 

Spirit  upon  them. 

17  I  glory  therefore  as  a 
Chriftian  in  the  fuccefs  w  hich 
God  hath  bepn  pleafed  to  give 
to  the  gofpel  in  order  to  pro¬ 
duce  the  eonverfion  of  the 
Heathens  : 

i  t  for  I  will  not  arrogantly 
ptefuine  to  mention  any  thing, 

except  what  Chrill  alone  hath 
eflrWfed  by  means  of  my  dif- 
Courfts  and  labours : 

;  19  having  enabled  me  to 
dttplay  the-  moft  powerful  and 
aftonilhitig  miracles  and  pro¬ 
digies,  and  having  commu¬ 
nicated  to  me  the  miraculous 
of  the  Holy  Spirit-—fo 
At  in  all  the  intermediate 
Countries  that  lies  between 

*  >  %  t  1 

Jerufalem  and  Illyricum,  I 

nave  been  abundantly  ena¬ 
bled 


h  Theft  were  the  tarnefi  and  pleJgt  of  immortality. 

f  Am  is  the  trite  reading. 
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bled  to  plant  the  Chriftian  rer  j  26  For  Macedonia  and 
Jigion.  I  Achaia  have  been  gencroufly 

20  And  I  make  it  my  ajrtw  I  pjejrfsd  to  make  a  public  col* 
bition  to  propagate  the  gof-  j  le&ion  for  the  Chriftians  in 
pel,  not  in  thofe  regions,  where  I  Jerufalcm  who  are  in  indigent 
Chriftianity  had  already  been  I  circumftances. 
preached ;  not  chufing  to  raife  I  27  They  have  been  gcnq- 
a  fuperftru&ure  on  a  found  a-  f  rouGy  plea  fed,  I  fay,  to  make 
tion  which  another  had  laid :  I  this  charitable  contribution—. 

2t  but  tp  exprefs  myfeif  I  for  indeed  they  are  under  in* 
in1  the  language  of  fcripture,  1  finite  obligations  to  them.  For 
“  To  thofe  he  will  iUu-!if  the  Heathens  have  parti- 
ftrioufly  exhibit  himielf,  who  | cipated  with  them  intHeir/ft/- 
never  heard  any  report  of  j  yitval  privileges,  they  ought 
him :  and  thole,  to  whom  j  freely  to  difpenfe  to  them  a 
his  fame  never  penetrated,  j  fhare  of  their  temporal  blef* 
fhall  underhand  the  truth:”  I  fmgs. 

22  This  then  is  the  4  foie  I  28  After  I  have  difcharged 

reafon  which  lias  prevented  I  this  office,  and  depofited  this 
me  fo  long  from  vifiting  I  charity  in  proper  hands,  I 
you.  I  will  pals  through  Rome  in 

23  But  there  is  now  not  I  qiy  way  to  Spain. 

one  fingle  place  in  thele  re- 1  29  I  am  confcious  that  my 

gions,  but  where  Chriftianity  |  arrival  among  you  will  be  ac-  • 
hath  been  promulgated— pnd  I  companied  with,  a  moll  illu- 
as  I  have,  for  many  years  I  ftrious  and  miraculous  difplay 
pad,  cherilhed  a  very  ardent  |  of  the  truth  and  excellence  of 
defire  to  vifit  you  in  Rome,  J  the  gofpel  of  C h rift. 

2  4  I  hope,  when  I  travel  I  30  My  Chriftian  brethren, 

into  Spain,  to  lee  you,  and  1 1  conjure  and  entreat  you  by 
be  efcorted  by  you  part  of  I  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
my  journey  thither,  when  J 1  by  that  affection  and  love  we 
have  made  a  fufficicnt  ftay  I  owe  to  each  other,  as  being 
among  you.  |  endowed  with  the  fame  fpiri- 

25  But  at  prefent  I  amltual  gifts,  that  you  would, 
going  to  Jerufalem  to  carry  I  along  with  mine,  addrefs  your 
a  charitable  contribution  to  I  earned  and  fervent  prayers  to 
the  nece Hitons  Chriftians  in  I  God  for  me : 

IN  s 

that  city.  I  31  that  I  may  be  refeued 

D  4  from 

^  » 

w  » 

^  Their  having  admitted  the  gofpsl  at  Rome%  aad  he  preaching  it  tft 
thofe  who  had  ntvtr  heard  it  before. 


4o 


P  A  u  l’s  Epijik 


Chap,  xvi, 


from  the  power  of  thofc  in 
Ifudaea,  who  obftinately  rejeft 
and  pppofe  the  goipei :  and 
that  the  charitable  colledion, 
which  I  am  carrying  to  the 
Chriftians  in  Jerufalem,  may 
be  a  blfeffing  to  them  : 

32  that  having  acquitted 
rnyfelf  of  this  office,  1  may, 
by  the  divine  permiffion,  vific 
you,  and  mutually  enjoy  the 
fnoft  facred  and  retrelhing 

confolation  with  you. 

3  3  May  God  the  donor  of 
all  happinefs  be  with  you  all ! 

Amen. 


CHAP.  XVI. 


■ 


themfelves  to  the  mod  im¬ 
minent  danger  to  prefcrve 
my  life  —  to  whom  not  on¬ 
ly  rnyfelf,  but  all  the  Gen¬ 
tile  churches,  are  under  the 
ltrongeft  obligations  of  gra¬ 
titude. 

5  Pfelent  alfo  my  affec¬ 
tionate  falutations  to  the 
church  which  affembles  in 

*  m 

their  houie — Prcient  likewife 
my  ftneereft  refpeds  to  F.pc- 
netus,  the  diftinguifhed  ob¬ 
ject  of  my  affection,  who  was 
the  firft  Chriftian  convert  in 
Achaia. 

6  Salute  Mary  alfo,  who 
was  extremely  aftive  in  Show¬ 
ing  me  many  friendly  offices. 

7  Give  alfo  my  kindeft  re¬ 
membrance  to  Andronicu? 

¥ 

and  Junia  my  countrymen 
and  fellow -prifoners  for  the 
Chriftian  cauie—  for  whom  the 
other  apoliles,  who  embraced 
Chriftianity  before  I  did,  en¬ 
tertain  a  diftinguifhed  regard. 

8  Prdent  my  affeflionate 
falutations  to  Amplias,  who  is 

dear  to  me  as  a  Chriftian. 

■  ■ 

9  Alfo  to  Urban  my  fel¬ 
low-labourer  in  the  common 

w 

caufe  of  the  goipei— to  Sta- 
chys,  for  whom  I  have  the 
ftneereft  efteem. 

10  To  Apelles,  who  hath 
diftinguiihed  himfelf  as  a  pro- 
fefibr  of  Chriftianity— -to  the 
family  of  Ariftobulus. 

1 1  To  Herodion  my  coun¬ 

tryman 

«  A  manager  of  the  church’s  (lock. 


ERMIT  me  to  recoro- 

_  mend  to  you  Phoebe 

ouf  Chriftian  lifter;  who  is  the 
•  oiaconefs  of  the  lociety  of 
Chriftians  in  Cenchrea. 

z  I  beg  you  would  give 
her  a  reception  worthy  the 
profeffora  of  Chriftianity,  and 
afilft  her  in  whatever  affairs 
ihe  may  follidc  your  aid — for 
ihe  has  been  amoft  benevolent 
patrtmefs  to  numbers  in  ge¬ 
neral,  and  to  rnyfelf  in  par¬ 
ticular. 
r  * 

3  Give  my  rhoft  affec¬ 
tionate  remembrance  to  Prifca 

r 

and  Aquila  my  fellow  -  la¬ 
bourers  in  the  caufe  of  Chri¬ 
ftianity  ; 

4  who  chearfuliy  expofed 


Chap.xvi.  to  the  Romans.  jp 

tr  y  man— to  the  family  of  Nar- 1  which  you  hare  b^eii  ^ 
cifiiis,  who  have  embraced  the  I  ftrufted-^-Ilto  yoft  avoid  aU 
gofpel.  I  covneftioit  and  incefco^rfe 

12  To  Tryphsena  and  Try- 1  with  perfons  of  th&chfctff? 
phofa,  who  have  been  a&ive  I  ter. . 

in  the  C h rifti an  caufe — toPer-J  .18  For  fuck  perfons 
Us,  whom  I  moft  highly  c-:  |  thefc  are  under  no  fufcjjedkiq 
fteem,  who-  hath  fignalized  r  to  o ur  iiard:  Je&s  ChrUt,  but 
herielf  for  her  eminent  dili- 1  are  the  abandoned  fl^ves  of 
gence  m  promote  the  intereftsrl  their  fenfoal  appetites  and 
of  the  gofpel.  j  lolls,  .and  by  plabfibie  dif- 

13  To  Rufus  a  trul  y  ex->  I  courfe ;  and  {bowy  eloquence 
emplary  profefior  —  to  his  [  they  draw  the:  unfufpe&ing 
worthy  mother,  who  by  her  I  into  fatal  dtJv£o&& 

tender  affeflionate  treatment!  19  The.  fame  of  .your  ire- 
bath  been  alfo  a  mother  to  !  ception  of  jChriftianity-barh 
me.  I  been  univerfady  dtffufcd  in 

i4-ToAfyncritus,Phlegon,'lthe  world-^-^nd.  I  cordially 
Hermas,  Patrobas,  Hermes,  I  rejoice  in  your  Adherence  to 
to  the  Chriftians  who  are  I  your  principles— I  lincercly 
refpettively  conne&ed  with  I  wifti  you  to  be  endowed  with 
them.  I  wifdom  accurately  to  difeern 

15  To  Philologus,  Julia,  I  what  is  gobd,  and  to  been- 

Nereus,  to  his  filler,  to  Olym- 1  tirely  uninfofled  with  the  con- 
pas,  and  to  all  their  Chriftian  |  ragion  of  what  is  evil, 
friends  and  domeftics.  I  20  God  the  fupreme  donor 

1 6  Wc  beg  our  moft  affec-  j  of  happinefs  will  very  ipeedily 

donate  remembrance  to  every  |  crulh  rhe  {  adverfary  under 
one  of  your  fociety  —  The  i  your  feet — May  the  favour 
Chriftian  congregation  fend  I  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ever 
their  falutations.  I  attend  you  !  Amen. 

§ — >17  I  entreat  you,  I  § — 21  Timothy  my  af* 

my  Chriftian  brethren,  care-  I  fiftant  in  the  miniftry,  Lucius, 
fully  to  remark  fuch,  who  I  Jafon,  and  Sofipater  my  coun- 
foment  dilcordand  diflentions,  I  trymen,  defire  their  re  mem- 
and  raife  prejudices  in  others  I  brance. 
againft  Chriftianity —  a&ing  J  22  I  Tertius,  the  ama* 
contrary  to  the  doftrine  irv  *  nuenfis  who  wrote  this  epiftle, 

allure 

f  The  perfecting  Jews.  He  refers  to  the  impending  definition  of  Jc- 
rufhlem —  after  which  the  Jews  were  not  in  a  pondicioa  to  urftcute  the 
CiirifuRns. 


4&  Paul's  Epiftle,  See.  Chap. xvl, 

affure  you  of  my  Chriftian  I  vine  revelation,  with  which 
love  and  affedtion  for  you.  I  all  former  ages  were  totally 
*3  Caius  my  hoft,  in  whole  I  unacquainted, 
houfe  all  Chnltians  find  an  I  26  but  which  in  the  prefent 
hofpitable  reception,  prefents  I  age,  by  the  dire&ion  of  the 
his  affectionate  love.  With! eternal  God  in  accomplilb- 
him  join  Eraftus  the  trea- 1  ment  of  the  predictions  of 
finer  of  the  city,  and  Quartus  I  the  antient  prophets,  hath  been 
a  Chriltian  brother.  I  moft  glorioufly  difplayed,  and 

24  May  the  favour  of  our  I  promulgated  among  all  the 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ever  ac- 1  Heathen  countries,  to  influence 
company  you  all !  Amen.  I  them  to  the  reception  and 
§ — 25  To  that  Being,  Who  I  obedience  of  its  heavenly  doc- 
is  ableto  confirm  and  eftablifli  I  trines  : 
you  in  your  principles,  ac-J  27  To  the  one  foie,  fu- 
cording  to  that  difpenfation  I  pnemely  wile,  God,  be  glory, 
which  1  am  cotnmifiioned  to  [through  Jefus  Chrift,  aferibed 
propagate  and  publilh  in  the  I  through  all  the  revolving  ages 
world,  according  to  that  di-  *  of  eternity !  Amen, 


PAUL** 


PAUL’S  Firft;  Epiftle  to  the 

Corinthians/ 


CHAP.  I. 

i  TTXAUL  by  divine  apt 

-  1— ^  pointmentconftituted 

A  an  apoftlc  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  Softhenes  my 
Chriftian  brother* 

2  to  the  church  of  God 
in  Corinth,  who  have  been 
diftinguifhed  with  the^priro* 
leges  of  the  gofpel,  ami  are 
denominated  its  profefiors — 
we  affectionately  wifli  to  you 
and  to  all  every  where  who 
embrace  the  religion  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  their  and  our  common 
Lord, 

3  every  blefiing  and  feli¬ 
city  from  God  our  fupreme 
parent,  and  from  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift. 

4  Reflections  on  the  be¬ 
nignity  that  God  hath  ex- 
prefied  for  you  in  favouring 
you  with  the  Chriftian  reve¬ 
lation,  perpetually  fill  me  with 
the  warmeft  acknowledgments 
to  the  Deity  on  your  account. 

5  For  fince  your  reception 
of  Chriftianity  you  have  been 
liberally  endowed  with  every 

miraculous  gift  and  fpiritual 

power : 

6  as  indeed  at  firft  by  thefe  I 


■ 

aftooift  ingoperations  thefrutk 

of  the,  Chriftian  religion  wa» 

confirmed  and  ratified  among 
ybu, 

7  Such  a  variety  of  fuper- 
natural  gifts  bath  been  con- 
fitriwj  upon  you,  that  you 
are  not  deficient  in  any -one 
fpiritual  endowment — being 
the  expectants  of  thefucurc 

glorious  advent  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift, 

8  who  will  to  the  end  of 

this  mortal  life'  eftablilh  you 
in  the  belief  and  obedience 

of  his  gofpel,  and  at  his  glo-r 
nous  appearance  acknowledge 
you  for  his  Virtuous  and  irrer 
proachable  followers. 

9  For  the  accomplilhment 
Of  this,  that  Being,  by  whole 
diftinguifhed  goodneft  you 
have  been  invited  to  a  parti¬ 
cipation  of  Chriftian  privi¬ 
leges,  may  be  confided  in. 

§ — to  Permit  me,  my 

dear  Chriftian'  brethren,  fo- 
lemnly  to  adjure  you  by  foe 
name  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  •  that  you  would  all 

ftudy  to  promote  mutual  har¬ 
mony  and  concord,  that  you 
would  ijuell  thofe  unhappy 
diflentions  that  now  fubfift 

among 


44-  P  a  u  l’s  Fir  ft  Fptflle  Chap.  i. 

among  you,  and,  for  the  fu-  I  the  religion  of  a  crucified 
ture,  that  you  would  be  united  I  perfon  would  be  totally  anni- 
to  each  other  in  the  bonds  of  I  hilated  : 


inviolable  affection  and  una¬ 
nimity. 

11  For  I  have  been  in¬ 
formed,  my  fellow  Chriftians, 

by  fome  of  Chloe’s  family, 
that  there  are  difeords  among 
you. 

12  i  am  told,  for  example, 
that  in  your  fbciety  one  de¬ 
clares  fox  Paul,;  another  for 
Apolkra,  a-  third- for  Cephas, 
a  fourth  for  Chrift. 

*3  Is  Chrift  divided  ?  — 

Was  it  Paul,  who  was  cruci¬ 
fied  for  you — Was  it  into  the 
profeflion  of  Paul's  religion 
that  you  Were*  baptized  ? 

14  I  thank  Goa  I  baptized 
*  hone- of  you,  except  Crifpus 
and  Gains. 

k 

1 5  So  that  no  one  can  fay, 
riffle  f  hated  him  into  any 
religion,  of  my  owrt. 

16  I  find  indetd  that  t 
baptized  too  the  family  of 
Stephanas,  but  I -cannot  re¬ 
collect  any  one  perfon  befides. 

§ — 17.  Fon  it  was  not  to 
baptize,  but  to  propagate  the 
doiftrines  of  Chriftlsnity,  that 
Jefus  deputed  me  among 
mankind— to  propagate  Chri- 
ftianity,  not  by  the  dint  of 
fuperior  eloquence  and  phi- 
Jofopfey— a  method,  by  which 


18  for  to  preach  a  cruci¬ 
fied  leader  appears  to  the  un¬ 
converted  Heathens  the  hc-jgch 
of  infacuation  and  frenzy— 
but  to  us,  .the  profcifors  of 
the  gofpel,  it  evinces  itfclf  to 
be"  an  illuftrious  diiplay  of 
the  uncontroulable  power  of 
the  Almighty. 

19  Applicable  to  this  are 
the  following  words  of  the 
prophet  iraiah  3  “  I  w4ll  an¬ 
nul  the  wifdom  of  the  pnilo- 
fopher  :  I  will  fuperfeUc  the 
lagatity  of  the  learned  fage.” 

26;  Where  is  the  philofo- 
pher;?  Where  is  theprofeffor 
famed  for  fuperior  erudition  ? 
Where  is  the  fpeculative  en¬ 
quirer  into  nature  ?  —  Hath 

not  God  in  this  moft  fignai 
infiancc  (hown  human  wit 

and  wifdom  to  be  egregious 
fcm>r.  and  folly  ? 

2 1  For  when,  in  the  wife 
fcheme  of  the  divine  dilpen- 
fations,  the  world,  through 
an  afie&ation  of  wifdom,  had 
loft  all .  confident  notions  of 
the  Deity  ;  God  was  k  highly 
pleafed  to  interpofe,  and  in 
this  fuppofed  abfurd  method 
to.  lave  thofe  who  are  difpofed 
ta  embrace  it. 

33  For  at  a  time,  when 

the 


c  They  moft  therefore  'have  befcn  baprifed  by  Paul’s  companions,  fas 
many  w  them  were  baptifed  :  See  Ads  Jtviii.  8 . 

*  Evfwcifw  had  a  tomflacmy  in  it,  See  die  fame  word  Matt.  $i.  1 7. 


Chap;  t. 


to  ibe  CoRINTHI  AIfS. 


the 


demanding 

miraculous 


Jews  are 
grand  ft  r  iking 
prodigies ;  and  the  Greeks  are 
occupied  in  philofophical  re* 
iearches : 

23  we  arc  preaching  a  fyf- 
tem  of  religion,  whofe  found¬ 
er  fuffered  on  a  crofs— “-which 
the  Jews  accordingly  regard 
with  the  laft  averfion;  .and 
the  Greeks  treat  as  the  theft 
abi'urd  folly. 

24  But  to  every  convert*, 
both  from  among  the  Jews 
and  the  Greeks,  Chriftianity 
e vin  ces  itfelf  to  be^the  power 
of  God  and  the  wifdom  of 

God, 

25  For  this  divine  fcheme, 
which  is  accounted  fuch  folly, 
infinitely  tranfeends  all  the 
wifdom  of  mortals  :  and  this 
divine  contrivance,  which  is 
treated  as  fuch  weaknefs,  is 
Jironger  than  all  the  oppofi- 
tion  of  the  world. 

26  You  lee  then,  my  Chrif- 
tian  brethren,  the  nature  of 
that  religion  you  have  em¬ 
braced  :  that  hot  many  of  the. 
modern  philofophers,  not 
many  poflefied  of  power  and 
influence,  not  many  illuftri- 
ous  and  dignified  perfonages, 
are  concerned  in  planning 
and  propagating  it  among 
mankind : 

27  But  God  hath  made 


choice  of  the  Untutored  and 

illkctate  to  fhaxne-  the  phjlo* 

fopher  and  the  fage  •:  God 
hath  made  choice  of  the  weak* 
ell  inftruments  to  ajbafh  gran- 
dcur  and  gijcatnefs : . 

28  and  the  inglorious,  the 
defpicablc,  the  obfeure  of  this 

world  hath  «God  made  choice 
of  to  overturn  the  prelent 

powerful  eftablifhoients, 

29  And  this  divine  fcheme 
he  hath  thus-  planned  and  exe¬ 
cuted,  in  order  that  no  mor¬ 
tal  might  hoaft.  of  it  as  the 
effeft  of  his  fuperior  wifdom 
and  erudition. 

fc  * 

.  30  And  k  is  folelyowing 

to  his  benevolence  that  you 

are  favoured  with  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the. 5  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion— -which  hath  approved 
itlelf  to  us  to  be.  the  effetft  of 
the  divine  wifdom  and  benig¬ 
nity,  and  a  fcheme  calculated 
to  promote  our  advancement 
in  bolinefs,  and  our  complete 
redempdon. 

31  So  that  as  the  prophet 
fays,  “  Let  him,  who  glo- 
rieth,  glory ;  fplcly  in  the  di¬ 
vine  goodnefs.” 

CHAP.  It. 


lifhed  the  dofirine 


1  I'firftpob- 

of  divine  revelation  among 

you, 

*  J efvs  Chrifi  is  very  often  ofed  for  his  rtligio m,  as  Plato  frequently  afcd 
for  the  doctrines  of  Plato*  In  Chriji  Je/hs  neither  circnmafion  avaiUtb  any 
fang:  that  is,  under  the  ChrtjHan  religion*  Cialat.  vi\  ij. 


4* 
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Chap.  u. 


you,  I  ftudied  not  to  embel* 
iifh  it  by  elegance  of  d&ion, 
or  the  difplay  of  fuperior 
wifdom. 

2  For  it  was  my  fixed  re- 
folution  to  difclaim  all  know* 
Sedge  among  you,  except  the 
knowledge  of  Jcfus  Chrift, 
and  of  his  crucifixion. 

g  1  appeared  among  you 
in  tremor  and  diffidence,  in  a 
plain  artkfs  undifguifed  man¬ 
ner, 

4  and  my  public  difcourfes 
did  not  recommend  them- 
ieives  by  any  elaborate  per- 
fuafive  am  of  human  fcience 
and  erudition,  but  were  con¬ 
firmed  and  demonit raced  to 
you  by  fpiritual  gifts  and  mi¬ 
raculous  operations. 

5  So  that  your  conviction 
of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity 
waa  not  gained  by  a  difplay 
of  human  wifdom,  but  of  di¬ 
tine  power. 

6  Thofe,  however,  who 
have  attained  a  dear  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chriftiaifity ,  *  know 
that  the .  doctrines  we  publifh 
am  the  only  true  phiiofophy 
—not  indeed  that  phiiofophy, 
which  b  in  vogue  in  the  pre- 
fenc  age,  or  that  phiiofophy 
which  is  countenanced  by  its 
great  and  dignified  rulers  and 
governor*— whole  power  and 
authority  will  foon  be  an¬ 
nulled  : 

but  we  pablifh  that 


7  out  we  pubiuo 
ichcrtfc  of  divine  phiiofophy, 


which  hath,  till  the  prefent 
period,  been  totally  unknown 
in  the  world ;  but  with  which 
God  intended  to  blefs  us  long 
before  the  order  of  his  dif- 
penfations  commenced : 

St  a  divine  .fcheme,  which 
none  of  the  governors  of  the 
prefent  age  were  acquainted 
with  —  had  they  been  ac¬ 
quainted  with  it,  they  never 
would  have  crucified  its  fa- 
cred  teacher. 

9  But  as  the  prophet  lays, 
“  Eye  hath  not  feen,  ear  hath 
not  heard,  nor  have  the 
thoughts  of  men  ever  form¬ 
ed  a  conception  of  thofe  blef- 
lings,  which  God  hath  pre¬ 
pared  for  bb  virtuous  vota- 

♦ 

nes. 

10  But  to  us  hath  God 
been  pleafed  tof  reveal  by  his 
Spirit  thefe  glorious  difeove- 
rics— For  the  Spirit  explores 
all  things,  and  dives  into  the 
profound  depths  of  the  divine 
counfels. 

1 1  For  as  it  is  the  mind 
alone  of  one  man  that  judges 
of  the  temper  and  difpofuion 
of  another — fo  it  is  the  Spirit 
of  God  that  is  acquainted 
with  the  meafures  and  de/igns 
of  the  Supreme. 

12  But  we  have  not  re¬ 
ceived  that  fpirit  which  dic¬ 
tates  to  us  merely  human 
wifdom  :  but  we  have  recei¬ 
ved  that  divine  Spirit  which 
gives  us  a  clear  knowledge 

of 
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of  thofc  diftinguifhed  bldBhgs  I  itrtrly  addfds  myfclf  to  you 
which  the  divine  benignity  I  as  men  governed  by  f3afeat 
hath  freely  conferred  upon  j  bdr  lather  as  governed  by 
us.  j  your  paflions,andaf  proper 

13  Which  bleffings  We  I  ly  babes*  in  Chriftianity* 
proclaim  to  the  world*  not  I  :z  The  nutriment  1  admU 
with  thofc  ftudied  arts  of  elo-  I  niftered  to  you  was  milk,  and 
quence  and  polilhed  diftion,  |  not  meat- — a  regimen  the  Ut^ 
which  human  wifdom  hath  Iter,  which  lyodr  moral  con* 
invented  :  •  but  in  the  manner  I  ftitu cions  were  then  not  abb 
which  the  holy  Spirit  di&atet  I  to  bear  j  nor  ate  able  to 
— adapting  virtuous  fpiritual  I  fupport, 

inftruftion  to  the  fpiritual  and  I  3  For  ftill,  ftill  you  are 
virtuous ;  |  fwayed  •  by  your  animaT  paf* 

14  for  a  fcnfual  man  is  I  lions — for  when  iuch  animo- 
morally  incapable  of  admit-  1  fities,  fuch  difcords,  (uch  fat¬ 
ting  fpiritual  inftruClion —  to  1  tious  dtften&ons  rage  among 
fuch  an  one  k  appears  the  fi  you,  ale  you  not,  think  ydu, 
heigth  of  abfurd  folly — he  is  I  governed  by  your  padions, 
totally  incapacitated  for  fuch  I  and  aft  as  men  under  the 
knowledge — the  virtuous  a- 1  controul  of  their  irregular 
lone  are  here  qualified  to  be  I  affections  ? 

-  the  proper  judges.  |  4  For  when  one  of  you  is 

15  But  the  rational  vir-  r  declaring  for  Paul,  a  fccond 

tuous  mind  difeerns  the  wif- 1  clamouring  for  Apollos,  ate 
dom  of  the  whole  glorious  |  you  not  under  the  guidance 
fcheme — but  no  mortal  can  |  of  carnal  principles  ? 
explore  the  counfels  of  its  fu*  I  5  But  who  is  Paul,  and 
preme  author  himfelf :  I  who  is  Apollos,  but  merely 

1 6  for  who  is  acquainted  I  inftniments,  by  which  the 
with  the  defigns  of  the  Al- 1  dodlrines  of  Christianity  were 
mighty  ?  Who  will  arrogant- 1  communicated  to  you,  and 
ly  afiume  to  inftruft  him  in  j  whole  miniftrations  among 
his  procedures  f— r  But  in  the  I  you  God.  was  pleafcd  CO  fuc- 
purpofes  and  intentions  of  I  ceed  ? 

Jei'us  we  are  dearly  inftrudt-  I  61  call  the  feed  into  the 
ed.  I  foil  r  Apollos  watered  k :  but 

CHAP.  III.  j  it  was  God  who  informed  it 

I  with  the  principles  of  vege- 
iTNdeed,  my  Chriftian  bre-  j  cation. 

J_  thren,  I  could  not  for-  j  7  So  that  neither  the  per¬ 
iod 
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£6n  who  (owed  the  feed,  nor  |  real  quality  of  every  pcrlbn’a 
the.  perfon  who  watered  it,  I  fefpeftivc  work, 
merit  any  regard*  but  that  I  14  If  any  performs  additi- 
Being  who  gave  it  its  growth;  I  onal  labours  abide  this  fevere 
$'  He  -who  lowed,  and  he  I  tell,  he  ihall  be  rewarded  2 
who  Watered,  are  upon  the  I  15  but  if  any  one’s  appen- 
iame.  level :  and  each  of  us  I  dages  diHolve  and  link  in  the 
ihall  only  be  rewarded  ac-  I  flames,  his  fhowy  ftruclure 
cording  to  our  relpe&ive  la-  I  will  perilh :  but  he  himfelf 
bours.  [ihall  be  refeued  from  its 

.  9  For  we  only  co-operate  [  fate,  but  with  that  difficulty, 
under  God — it  is  k  God  who  I  with  which  a  perfon  makes 
blefied  the  cultured— it  is  God  I  his  efcape  through  incircling 
who  feared  the  fabric.  |  flames; 

10  According  to  the  abl-|  t6  Do  you  not  know  that 
lities  with  which  God  hath  |  you  are  the  temple  of  God, 
endowed  me,  I*  like  a  Ikill- 1  and  that  the  Spirit  of  God 1 
ful  architect,  laid  the  foun-  j  refideth  in  you  ? 
dation,  but  another  is  railing  |  1 7  If  any  perfon  pollute 

the  ftiperftru&ure  —  But  let  |  the  temple  of  God,  God  will 
every  man. be  cautious  what  1  devote  him  to  deftrudlion  — 
fuperltru&ure  he  fades.  [  for  the  temple  of  God  is  an 
ir  For  no  onb  can  lay  a  I  holy  and  facred  manfion — 
foundation  -  of  Chriftianity  I  which  temple  you  figurative- 
diflerent  from  wjiat  I  havelly  are. 
already  laid%  which  is,  Jefusj  18  Let  no  one  fondly  im- 
the  Meffiah.  |  pole  upon  himfelf  —  if  any 

1 2  But  then  if  any  perfon  [  perfon  among  you  makes  ar- 
pile  upon  this  firm  balls  gold,  |  rogant  pretenfions  to  fuperior 
lilver,  coftly  jewel* — or  wood,  1  human  wjfdom ,  let  him  dif- 
hay,  ftubble  :  j- claim  all  this  knowledge  in 

1$  the  fuperftrufture,  that  I  order  to  become  truly  wife, 
every  perfon  hath  thus  railed,  j  19  For  the  wifdom  foce- 
Ihail  be  brought  to  an  infal-  I  Jebrared  in  the  prefent  age  is 
lible  ted— for  that  awful  day,  j  folly  in  the  divine  eflimation 
•Which  Ihall  be  displayed  •  in  j  — for  as  the  prophet  exprefll  S 
fire,  will  difeover  the  true  j  “  He  embarrafles  and  (‘on- 
nature  of  die  materials— fire  J  founds  the  wile  amidll  all 
will  be  the  -  criterion  of  the  |  their  fubtd  refinements. 

ao  And 

*  GoiTituUbvaUO  fold,' 

■  Kefcmng  to  thole  m'raculotu  jpfb  with  which  they  were  endowed’.' 
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20  And  in  another  place,  »  neither  do  I  decide  it  my- 
44  The  great  God  is  perfe<?riy  I  felf. 

acquainted  with  the  fpecular- 1  ^.For  though  I  am  not 
tions  of  the  wile,-  and  knows  I  confciouS  to'  my  felf  of  any. 
them,  to  be  vain  and  viho-^  |  finifter  views;,  yet  this  will 
nary.”  I  not  exculpate  roe  in  the  efti- 

2 1  Let  no  one;  therefore;  I  rriatioh  of  others — the  Being,; 
boaft  of  the  iplendid  attain*  I  to  whofe  decifion  I  fobmit 
menu  of  ariy  mortal — for  all  I  ffiyfelf,  is  God. 

things  are  but  fubfervicrit  to  I  5  Do  not  you,  therefore; 
your  belt  interefts  :  |  pronounce  rafhly  on  any  one’s} 

22  Whether  Paul;  whe- 1  character  before  the  fecond 

ther  A  polios,  whether  Cephas;  1  advent  of  our  entailed  Lord— 
whether  the  world;  whether  I  whb  will  bring  into  light 
life,  whether  death,  whether  j  things  that  h**ie  been  wrapped 
the  prefent,  whether  the  fu- j  in  the  fhades  of  darkhefs,  and 
tore — all  theft  things  are  but  I  will  takeoff  the  vail  from  all 
fobfervient  to  your  beft  intc-  J  hearts — Then  |baU;«««y  Vmv 
refts.  I  toons  perfon  receive  the  ap- 

23  But  you  are  the  fervants  I  plaufe  of  God. 

of  Chrift,  and  Chrift  is  the  I  61  have,  my  Chriltian  bre- 
fervant  of  the  Deity  .  I  rhren,-  transferred  this  to  my- 

Chap.  iv.  1:  Let  every  I  felf  and  to  Apollos  merely  for 
perfon  regard. Us  only  as  the  I  your  fakes,  to  fn ft ru<5t  you 
fervants  of  Chrift,  and  as  I  not  to  fate  your  minifters 
merely  ftewards  under  God  I  above  the  m  ftandard  I  have 
to  difpenfe  thofe  truths  which J  fixed  in  the  defer!  prion  of 
he  hath  now  revealed  to  I  their  office  %  and  to  prevent 
mankind.  I  your  being  inflated  With  arro- 

2  Now  the  principal  qua-  I  gance  and  vain  glory,  on  ac- 
Hficarion  that  is  required  in  a  I  cotint  of  your  refpeffcive  lea^ 
fteward,  is,  that  he  approve  I  den.  . 
him  felf  faithful  to  his  maf- 1  7  For  who  »  it  firft  be- 

ter.  I  flowed  upon  you  thefe  diftin- 

.  3  But  with  regard  to  my  j  guifhing  bleffings  ?  What  fp>- 
Own  character,  it  would  not  j  ritual  gifts  do  you  pofiefc 
give  me  the  ieaft  concern  to  |  which  you  received  not  r  And 
nave  it  determined  by  you,  I  if  you  received  them,  why  def 
Or  by  any.  human  verdift —  I  you  glory  juft  as  if  you  had 

Vol.  II.  1  E  acquired 

f*  Namely,  as  only  planter/?  w tterers,  Jit-wards  Under  God. 
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acquired  them  lolely  by  the  i  felves  with  the  labour  of'  our 
dint  of  your  own  abilities,  I  own  hands — reviled,  we  blefi : 
and  not  received  them  as  the  I  tortured,  we  futtain. 
donation  of  another  ?  I  1 3  Loaded  with  the  nioft 

8  You  are  now,  however,  I  opprobrious  calumnies,  we 
abundantly  fatisfied  with  your  I  conjure  and  entreat  —  to  the 
prefent  fituation — you  live  in  I  prefent  moment  we  are  re- 
eafe  and  affluence — you  reign,  I  garded  as  the  filth  of  the 
like  princes,  in  our  abfence  I  world,  the  ref ule  of  all  lo- 
— and  I  wilh  indeed  you  did  I  ciety. 

reign,  that  we  too  might!  14  I  write  not  this  to  co- 
lhare  the  felicity  of  your  hap- 1  ver  you  with  confufion,  brtf 
py  kingdoms  I  to  give  you  a  leiibn  of  falu~ 

9  for  I  think  that  God  J  tary  inftruition,  as  my  befo- 
hath  brought  out  us  his  apo- 1  ved  children. 

ftles  laft  upon  the  ftage,  as  I  -15  For  tho’  you  may  have 
devoted  to  death— for- we  are  I  ten  thoufand  different  pre¬ 
become  a  molt  miferablp  I  ceptors  in  Chriftianity,  y Cr 
fpeftacle  to  the  world,  to  an- 1  you  have  not  many  fathers — 
gels  and  to  men.  I  for  as  the  converts  of  Chriili- 

10  We  are  accounted  fools  I  anity  you  are  foiely  my  ge- 
for  Our  attachment  to  the  I  nuinc  offspring. 

Chriftian  caufe  :  you  are  pro- 1  16  I  entreat  you,  there- 

fe  fibre  endowed  with  ciiltinT  I  fore,  to  propole  my  exam  pie 
guilhed  vsifdom  *~We  are  la*  J  as  a  pattern  for  your  imitation, 
bouring  under  infirmities :  you  I  17  To  engage  you  to  this, 
are  exulting  in  health  and  1 1  have  difpatched  to  you  T7- 
Jlrengtk—you  live  in  renown  1 1  mothy,  my  amiable  convert, 
v>i  in  difgrace.  ;  I  and  who  hath  approved  His 

it  From  the  firft  comr  I  fidelity  to  the  Chriftian  caufe, 
menccment  of  -our  miniftry  I  He  will  give  you  a  minute 
to  the  prefent  moment  we  I  account  of  my  conduit,  as  a 
pine  with  hunger,  are  prefled  j  Chriftian,  and  what  inffruc- 
with  thirft,  our  naked  bodies  I  tions  I  every  where  inculcate 
expoied  to  the  dold,  mangled  Jon  every  fociety  of  Chriftians- 
with  bruifes,  and  coded  mom  |  18  Some  of  you  have  been 

place  to  place  in  uncertain  |  puffed  up  with  an  imagina* 
wandering.  |  tion,  that  I  would  not  rc-viiit 

12  During  thefe  feenes  we  I  you.  . 
fubmit  to  the  toil  of  menial  ]  19  But  I  propofe,  by  tl  te 

drudgery  —  fupporting  jour-  J  divine  permiflion,  very  fliort- 

)'/ 
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ly  to  come  among  you — then  1  Zon,  yet  prefent  in  mind,  have 
I  /hall  know  what  miraculous  |  already  determined, 
powers  theic  arrogant  boaft- 1  4  that  you  Zhou  Id  in  the 

ers  exert :  for  I  /hall  not  re- 1  moil  folemn  manner  convene 
parti  their  eloquent  elaborate  |  the  whole  Chriftian  aflembly, 
tiifeourfes  :  I  over  whom  my  mini,  as  my 

zo  for  the  Chriftian  king- 1  proxy,  /hall  prefide,  and  in 
dom  is  not  enlarged  and  efta- 1  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
blilhed  by  ftudied  rhetorical  1  Chrift,  and  armed  with  his 
difcouvfes,  but  by  miraculous  I  authority, 
operations.  1  .  5  thac  you  /hould  excom- 

§ — 2 1 .  How  arc  you  de- 1  municate  the  per/bn,  who 
firous  I  Ihould  aft  ?  Would  j  hath  committed  this  flagitious 
you  have  me  come  amongft  |  crime,  from  jthe  church,  and 
you  with  the  apoftolic  rod  of  |  expel  him  from  among  you 
ftvere  difeipline,  or,  with  the  !  into  the  Heathen  world  again 
mild  amiable  fpirit  of  lenity  1 1— that  Gcd  may  inflict  fome 
and  love  ?  I  punilhment  j  upon  his  body. 

Chav.  v.  1.  For  I  am  inr  1  that  may  i/Iue  in  the  falva- 
formed  that  there  is  an  hein- 1  tion  of  his  'foul  in  the  day  of 
oils  crime  perpetrated  among  I  Chrift. 
you — a  crime,  of  a  mod  atro- 1  6  Your  exultation  in  your 

cious  nature,  for  which  even  I  leader  is  far  from  being  lau- 
rhe  Heathens  themfelves  want  j  dable — Don’t  you  know  that 
a  name — one  of  your  fociety  I  a  little  leaven  /bon  diffufeth 
lives  in  an  inceftuoys  com- 1  its  influence  thro*  the  whole 
merce*  with  his  father’s  I  mafs  n  ? 
wife.  I  7  Exterminate,  therefore, 

2  And  you  have  been  in- 1  the  old  leaven  from  among 
Rated  with  fuch  pride  and  I  you,  that  you  may  become  a 
fpirit  of  party,  that,  inftead  I  pure  unfermented  ma/s — For 
of  being  filled  with  general  I  Chrift,  our  pafchal  lamb,  was 
rrrffer  and  horror  at  fuch  a  1  immolated  for  us. 

I  1  ■ 

crime,  and  inflantiy  expel- 1  8  Let  us,  therefore,  cele- 

Jing  him,  you  have  fuffered  I  brate  the  folemn  feftival,  not 
the  guilty  perlon  to  continue  I  with  old  leaven,  not  with  the 
a  member  of  your  fociety.  I  pernicious  mixture  of  vice 

2  I,  though  abfent  in  per- 1  and  immorality,  but  with  the 

E  4  lalutary 

r  m  — ~  Grex  Mus  in  agrh 

Xhiiui  Jcabic  cadit)  (J  forright  prei. 

jfuvinnL  fat, 
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falutary  unadulterated  food  1  another,  brook  the  indignity 
of  fincerity  and  truth.  I  of  having  recourse  to  tiea- 

9  I  formerly  wrote  to  you  I  the  ns,  to  nave  it  decided  by 

to  break  all  friendly  conec-  I  them,  and  not  by  your  fel- 
tions  with  debauchees  :  I  low  Chriftians  ? 

10  yet  this  command  doth  I  a  Don’t  you  know  that 
not  extend  to  the  entire  dif- 1  the  Chriftians  (hall  judge  the 
folution  of  all  focial  inter- 1  world  ?• — and  if  the  final  con- 
courfe,  either  with  the  de-  I  ditiori  of  the  world  is  to  be 
bauchee,  with  the  avaricious,  I  fixed  by  their  Icntcnce,  do 
with  the  rapacious,  or  with  I  you  judge  yourfelves  unwor- 
the  idolater  of  the  prefent  |  thy  to  determine  the  moft 
age— for  if  it  did,  you  muff  I  trivial  conitroverfies  ? 

quit  all  connexions  with  the  I  3  Do  you  hot  know  that 
world.  I  we  Chriftians  (hall  judge  an- 

1 1  But  now  I  write  to  you,  I  gels  l  —  how  much  more 
That  if  a  Cbriftian  brother  I  ought  we  not  to  deckle  in 
be  guilty  of  debauchery,  of  I  the  petty  interefts  of  this  vain 
avarice,  of  idolatry,  of  de- 1  life. 

traXion,  of  drunken nefs,  of!  4  When  you  have  any 
rapacity  :  that  you  ought  to  I  difputes  about  your  fccular 

break  all  the  mpft  intimate]  concerns,  do  you  lubmit  them 
ties  of  friendfhij)  with  fuch  I  to  the  decifton  of  magiftrates, 
an  immoral  perfop,  arid  even *1  who  are,  as  being  Heathens, 
expel  him  from  your  tables.  1  difagrceable  to  the  fociety  ? 

1 2  It  is  not  for  me  to  judge  ]  5  You  have  really  juft 

thofe  who  are  out  of  the  I  caufe  for  being  afhamed  — 
church — but  why  don’t  you  I  What  l  is  there  never  an  iri- 
pafs  fcntence  on  thofe  who  I  telligent  perfori  among  you 
are  the  members  of  it  ?  I  all,  pofiefied  of  fufficient  abi- 

13  To  judge,  thofe  who  I  lities  to  decide  the  differences 
are  out  of  the  church  belongs  ]  that  ariie  among  his  Chriftian 
folely  to  -God — but  do  you,  ]  brethren,  and  in  whole  un- 
as  it  is  your  duty*  expel  that  I  exceptionable  arbitration  you 
■wicked  inceftuous  perfon  from  ]  can  acquiefce  ?' 

your  fociety.  I  ’  6  But  one  Chriftian  quar- 

I  pels'  with  another,  and  inftanr- 
C  H  A  PI  VI.  ]  ly  repairs  to  Heathens  to  ad- 

{judge  his  caufe  ! 

1  /^1AN  any  of  you,  who  r  7  Not  to  mention-,  that  it 

hath  a  difference  with  |  fhows  your  prefent  attain  ¬ 
ments 
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ments  in  Chriftianity  in  no  I  things,  but  I  will  not  luffer 
very  amiable  light,  that  you  I  myfelf  to  be  enflaved  by  any 
have  fuch  controverfies  one  I  thing, 
with  another  —  Why  don’t  I  13  Food  was  formed  for 
you  rather  fubmit  to  injurious  I  the  belly,  the  belly  for  food  : 
ufage  ?  Why  don't  you  ra-  j  but  God  will  abolilh  both  the 
ther  fuffer  yourfelves  to  lofe  J  one  and  the  other — The  body 
part  of  your  property  ?  I  was  not  defigned  for  fbnfuai 

8  But  now  one  profeflor  I  indulgences,  but  for  Jefus ; 
hefitates  not  to  injure  and  de- 1  as  Jefus  was  for  a  mortal 
fraud  even  his  Chriftian  bro-  j  body : 

ther.  I  14  and  as' the  Deity  railed 

9  But  don’t  you  confider  I  Jefus  from  the  grave  5  fo  by 
that  perfons  guilty  of  mjuf- 1  the  exertion  <bf  his  almighty 
tice  Ihall  be  for  ever  excluded  j  power  he  will  reanimate  your 
from  the  kingdom  of  God  ?  j  duft. 

— Deceive  not  yourielves —  I  1 5  Don't  you  know  that 
neither  the  debauchee,  n«r  I  your  bodies  are  the  members 
the  idolater,  nor  the  adulte- 1  of  Chrift  ' Wilt  thou  then 
rer,  nor  the  libidinous,  nor  |  debale  the  members  of  Chrift, 
die  i'odomite,  I  to  the  vileft  gratifications  of 

I  o  nor  the  thief,  nor  the  I  fenfe  ?— forbia  it  decency ! 
mifer,  nor  the  drunkard,  norl  16  Don't  you  know  that 
the  llanderer,  nor  the  rapa-  |  he,  who  is  united  with  a  pre¬ 
cious,  Ihall  eyer  be  admitted  I  ftitute*,  becomes  one  body  with 
into  the  kingdom  of  God.  I  her  Thefc  two,  faid  God, 

I I  Of  this  character  were  I  Ihqll  be  one  body." 

fome  of  you  formerly  —  but  I  1 7  But  he,  who  is  united 

now  you  have  received  an  I  to  Chrift,  forms  one  foie  in¬ 
ablution,  a  remifiion,  a  gra- 1  dividual  mind  with  him. 
tuitous  acquittal  from  all  I  18  Fly  debauchery  with 
y our  paft  crimes  by  your  re-  I  the  u  tmoft  deteftation — Every 
ception  of  the  Chriftian  relir  I  other  vice,  into  which  the 
gion,  which  was  confirmed  I  paflions  of  men  transport  them, 
by  the  miraculous  operations  I  doth  not  affefr  the  body— 
of  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  I  but  the  debauchee  vilifies  and 
§ — 12,  1  have  a  liberty  J  degrades  his  own  body, 
to  ufe  all  things  —  but  it  is  I  (9  Do  not  you  confides 
improper  1  fiiould  ufe  this  J  that  your  body  is  the  temple, 
liberty  in  its  utmolt  extent.  I  where  the  holy  •  Spirit,  you 
1  have  $  liberty  to  ufe  all  I  receive  from  God,  refideth — 

E  3  aud. 
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and  that  you  are  not  at  your  each  other  the  conjugal  cm* 
own  unlimited  difpofal  ?  .  brace %  except  by  mutual  con* 

20  For  a  price  hath  been  lent,  for  a  time,  in  order  that 
paid  to  purchafe  you— do  you  you  may  wholly  devote  y  our- 

therefore,  glorify .  God  with  1  felves  to  fading  and  prayer — 
your  bodies  and  with  your  I  But,  thefc  pious  offices  dif- 
minds,  which  are  both  his  I  charged,  do  you  °  return  to 
property.  I  the  connubial  duties,  left  your 

want  of  continency  (hould  fe- 
I  duce  you  into  any  criminal 
CHAP.  VII.  I  indulgences. 

I  6  But  what  I  fpeak  is  only 
I  A  S  to  thofe  things,  I  advice ,  not  a  command. 

/\  about  which  you  con-  r  7  I  could  wifh  all  men  were 
fulced  me  in  your  letter — 1 1  as  myfclf — but  God  hath 
anfwer — It  is  beft  for  a  man  I  given  different  perfons  dif* 
to  abftain  from  the  fex.  I  ferent  conftitutions. 

2  But  to  prevent  all  cri-  J  8  But  to  the  unmarried 

minal  ieniual  gratifications,  I  and  to  widows  I  declare  it  as 
let  pejfons  of  bbth  fexes  form  I  tny  fen  time  nt,  That  it  is  befr 
the  nuptial  union.  j  for  them  to  continue  uncon- 

3  Let  the  .  married  man  I  nt&ed  as  1  am. 

render  to  his  confort  all  due  1  .9  But  if  continence  be  to 
conjugal  endearments — •  and  them  an  impracticable  virtue-, 
likewife  the  married  woman  let  them  unite  in  nuptial 
to  her  hulband.  bonds  —  for  thefe  bonds  are 

4  For  the  married  woman  preferable  to  the  Barnes  of 
hath  not  abfofute  dominion  iuft. 

over  her  perform  but  the  huf-  1  o  But  to  thofe  who  are 
band-— in  like  manner  the.  married,  it  is  not  my  injunc- 
hufband  hath  not  ab folate  do-  tion,  but  our  Lord’s  exprefs 
minion  over  his  own  perlgh,  corn  In  and,  11  That  the  wife 
but  his  fpoufe-  Ihould  not  relinquifh  her  hui- 

5  Do  not  obftinatefy  refuft  |  band. 

1 1  But 

■ 

0  lunpxjcais*.  f n  eodem  wnawf  -foifir  Roc  verbnm  oecurrit  Plutarch 

Bifnftn  JoAwiiir  nv  .  mu  taut*  vrpuni  avn<,\;v 
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11  But  fhould  (he  relin- 
qv.ifh  him,  let  her  either  con¬ 
tinue  unmarried,  or  be  re- 
com.iled  to  her  hufband.”— - 

And  it  is  alio  our  Lord’s 

* 

command,  “  That  the  huf- 
band  fhould  not  repudiate  his 

wife” 

r 

1 2  But  with  regard  to  what 
1  am  goin<*  farther  to  add, 
they  are  omy  my  fentiments, 
fwt  our  Ltrd‘s  injunctions — 
If  any  Cbriftian  have  a  wife* 
who  is  an  infidel ,  and  Ihe  agree 
to  live  with  him,  let  him.  not 
ejeCt  her. 

j  3  And  if  any  Cbriftian 
woman  have  an  huiband,  who* 
is  an  i  aft  fitly  and  he  conient 
to  live  with  her,  let  her  not 
abandon  him. 

14.  For  the  difbelieving 
huiband  is  chriftianized  in  his^ 
wife,  and  ihe  difbelieving  wife 
ih  her  huiband otherwife, 
your  offspring  would  be  born 
in  the  corrupt  ftace  of  Hea- 
thcnilm,  but  now  they  are 
born  in  the  facred  privileges 
of  Chriflianity. 

1 5  But  if  the  disbelieving 

party  will  difTolve  the  ties  of 
marriage,  let  them  difTolve 
them — a  Cbriftian,  of  either 
fex,  is  not  inftayed  in  fuch 
emergencies  as  thefe  —  Re- 

O  t 

member,  God  hath  by  the 
go i pel  called  us  to  harmony 
and  concord. 


1 6, for  how  doft  thou  know* 
O  woman  !  but  thou  mayeft 
convince  and  lave .  thy  huf¬ 
band  ?  Or  how  doft  thou 
know,  O  huiband !  but  thou 

•  >  -  F  B  ’ 

mayeft  convince  and  fare  thy 
wife  ? 

*7  Juft  according  as  every, 
perfon  is  particularly  fltuated 
by  the  Almighty,  juft  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  ^civil  condition 
every  perfon  is  in  when  he 
embraces  Christianity;  in  thefe 
let  him  continue-— This  is  die 
.do&rine  I  inculcate  in  every 
Cnrifiian  church. 

18  Doth  any  circumcifed 
perfon  embrace  Chriftianity  ? 
—let  him  not  become  p  un- 

I  •  ’  -  # 

circumcifed :  Is  any  uncir- 
cumcifed  perfon  convinced  of 
its  truth  ?  —  fet  him  not  fub- 
mit  to  circumcifion. 

1 9  CircurtiCifion  is  nothing : 
uncircumcifion  is  nothing- 
the  grand  fundamental  article 

is,  an  obfervance  of  the  di¬ 
vine  precepts. 

20  Let  every  Chriftian  con¬ 
tinue  in  that  civil  ftation  he 

filled  before  his  converfion . 

_  ♦ 

21  For  example,  were  you 
a  flave  at  the  time  you  em¬ 
braced  the  Chriftian  religion  ? 
—let  this  create  no  anxiety — 
but,  however*  if  you  can  gain 
your  fneedoni, .  try  to  obtain 

it,  as  more  eligible  than  fla- 


VT 


4 


22  He, 
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22  He,  that  is  found  a  I  free  from  this  connection  ? 
(lave  at  his  converfion,  com-  Ifeek  not  to  engage  in  it. 


mences  the  Lord’s  free  man 
in  like  manner,  he,  who  is 
then  free,  commences  the  fer- 
vant  of  Chrift. 

23  Your  liberty  h^th  been 
purchafed  at  an  immenfe  price 


28  But  if  you  marry,  you 
have  done  nothing  criminal — 

o 

if  a  virgin  marry,  Ihe  hath 
donie  nothingcriminal — Such, 
in  the  prefent  ftate  of  things, 
will  conflict  with  forrows  and 


become  not .  the  (laves  of  I  fufltrmgs 


—  But  I  will  not 
fore  ad  a  gloomy  profpeCt  be- 
rorc  you, 

29  I  will  only  fay  this,  my 
Chriftian  brethren,  that  t  hn- 

q  f  "  ■ 

man  life  is  tranfient  and  mo¬ 
mentary,  and  that  the  time 
will  foon  arrive,  when  thole, 
who  have  been  happy  in  the 
conjugal  union,  will  be  as 
thofe  who  have  not  enjoyed 
this  felicity : 

30  Thofe,  who  are  diflol- 
vcd  in  tears,  as  thofe  who  had 
never  known  forrow — thole, 

w  %  w  * 

who  are  exulting  in  joy,  as 
26  I  think  then  that  on | thole  who  were  ever  ftran- 
account  of  the  troubles,  to  I  gets  to  cbearfulnefs —  thofe, 
which  our  proffeflion  expofeslwho  purchafe  eft’ates,  as  thofe 
us,  it  is  beft  to  remain  un-|who  never  poffefled  them  : 

31  And  thole,  who  tra- 

verfe  a  circle  of  this  world’s 

■ 

happinefs,  as  thofe  who  had 

never 


men, 

24  My  brethren,  I  folemnly 
enjoin  every  perfon  to  conti¬ 
nue  in  thuame>  civil  relation, 

in  which  he  was  found  when 

•  ‘  |  « 

he  aftiuried  the  Chriftian  pro- 

feffion. 

25  As  fo  thofe  who  are  in 
a  ftatp  of  celibacy  I  have  fto 
exprefs  injunCtioin  of  our  Lord 
to  produce :  but  I  fhall  de¬ 
clare  my  fentiments  as  one, 
whofe  fidelity  our  Saviour  hath 

to 


prove 


married. 

27  But  art  thou  already 
married  leek  not  to  di£ 
folve  the  union— Art  thou 


s  O  jttme  evnr&zufiffy*  The  wJrf  evitSdUfM^-  is  very  emphatica], 
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never  r  enjoyed  it  —  for  the  J  virgin  makes  it  Tier  anxious 
l'cenes  of  this  life  are  perpe-  Iftudy  to  recommend  herfelf 
ruaily  fhifting.  I  to  the  divine  approbation  by 

32  .I  would  have  you  free  j  inviolably  preferring  her  peri 
from  anxious  care — A  roan,  j  fenal  and  mental  chaftity — * 
who  is  in  a  ftate  of  celibacy,  I  the  •  cares  of  thei  married 
is  concerned  about  the  dif-  I  woman  center  in  this  world* 
charge  of  Chriftian,  duties,  I  ftudious  only  to  maintain  her 
follicitous  how  to  approve  I  huiband’s  love, 
himfelf  to  his  Redeemer :  .  I  35  By  the  above  dire&ion 
3  3  but  the  cares  of  him,  j  Ioniy  confalt  your  advantage 
who  is  married,  are  occupied  I  and  happinefs,  my  delign.  is 
in  inferior  terreflrial  objects,  I  not  to  lay  any  cruel  unnatural 
anxious  to  fecure  theaflfeftiQns  I  retrain  t  upon  you — my  foie 
of  his  fpoufe.  Jview  is, -that  you  may,  vpith 

34  There  is  the  fame  met- 1  becoming  propriety,  devpte 
rai  difference  alfb  between  the  I  yourfelves  to  the  duties  of 
difpofttions  of  a  married  man  |  Chriftianity  With  minds  en- 
and  an  unmarried  woman-Thel  tircly  *  difcmbarralfed  from 

the 

r  n/nvoi  »  here  ufed  in  i  food  fenfe,  as  die  whole  paflage  Requires, 

x*!  d  as  it  is  generally  ufed  in  Greek  writers.  rotrraf  et/fanssr 
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confcious  I  am  endowed  with 


s° 

the  diftradtion  of  all  fecular 
cares. 

3  6  But  if  any  perlbn  think 
it  wrong  he  ihould  pafs  the 
flower  and  prime  of  life  in  a 
ftate  of  celibacy,  and  that  it 
is  his  incumbent  duty  to  form 
the  conjugal  union  $  let  him 
a£t  according  to  the  dictates 
of  his  own  judgment  —  he 
doth  nothing  criminal  —  let 
them  marry. 

37  But  he,  who  hath  form¬ 
ed  a  deliberate  refolution, 
and  finds  no  necefijty  of  in¬ 
fringing  it :  he  who  hath  his 
appetites  in  proper  Jubjedtion, 
and  hath  laid  himfelf  under 
a  fixed  determination  not  to 
violate  the  laws  of  continence 
and  chaftity,  .is  worthy  of 
applaufe. 

38  So  that  he;  who  mar- 
rieth,  doth  well :  he,  who  mar- 
rieth  not,  doth  bettirr. 

39  It  is  unlawful  for  a  wo¬ 
man  to  abandon  her  hufband, 
while  he  is  living-i-when  he 
hath  paid  the  debt  to  nature, 
fhc  is  at  full  liberty  to  marry 
whom  flie  pleafes— provided 
he  be  a  Chriftian  profeflor. 

40  But  Ihe  is  much ‘  hap¬ 
pier  if  (he  continue  a  widow, 
in  my  judgment — >-and  I  am 


the  Spirit  of  God. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

1  riTH  regard  to  thofe 

VV  things  that  are  fa- 

crificed  to  idols,  I  know  very 
well  you  are  all  poflefied  of 
knowledge  moft  accurately 
to  diftinguifh  here — but  re¬ 
member,  knowledge  inflates, 
but  benevolence  improves 
and  dignifies  the  mind. 

2  But  if  any  perfon  is  ela¬ 
ted  with  extravagant  ideas  01 
his  fuperior  knowledge,  he 
forfeits  all  juft  pretenlions  to 
every  branch  of  ufeful  know- 
ledge. 

3  But  if  the  Deity  be  the 

fupreme  object  of  any  per- 
fbn’s  love,  the  "  Deity  will 
illuminate  his  mind  with  the 
knowledge  of  his  perfections 
and  wilt 

4  With  regard  then  to  eat- 
ing things  that  are  facrificed 
to  idols — I  know  that  an  idol 
Is  a  mere  fidtitious  creature 
of  the  imagination,  and  that 
there  is  no  God,  but  the  one 
fopreme  Father  of  all. 

5  For  though  there  are 
thole  nominal  beings,  who 

arc 
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are  vulgarly  ftiled  deities,  and 
fuppoied  to  refide,  fome  in 
heaven,  Tome  on  the  earth  — 

a  great  multiplicity  of  gods 
and  tutelar  powers : 

6  yet  to  us  Chriftians  there 
is  but  w  ON  E  foie  fupreme 
God,  the  Father  of  the  uni- 
verfe—  from  whom  all  things 
originally  derived  their  exig¬ 
ence,  ami  lor  whom  we  were 
created — and  but  one  Lord 
and  governor,  Jefus  the  Mef- 
fiah,  whom  the  Deity  em¬ 
ployed  as  his  inftrument  to 
form  all  tilings,  and  to  form 
us. 

y  But  all  Chriflians  have 
not  the  fame  clear  exadl 
knowledge  with  regard  to 
thefe  offerings  —  for  fome, 
even  lit  down  to  this 

repaft,  perfuaded  in  their 
minds,  that  they  are  eating 
things  dedicated  to  re&l  ex- 
ifting  deities  —  by  which 
means  their  weak  undifeern* 
ing  consciences  become  ftain- 

ed  with  guilt. 

8  It  is  not  food  indeed 
that  recommends  us  to  the 
divine  acceptance — for  if  we 
Cat  of  thefe  facrifices,  we  are 
not  on  that  account  the  bet¬ 


ter,  nor  if  we  refrain,  the 
worfe,  Chriftians. 

9  But  be  cautious  left  your 
liberty,  in  this  refpeft,  prove 
a  ftumbling-block  to  weaker 
Chriftians. 

10  For  if  a  perfon  ihould 
happen  to  fee  thee,  who  art 
pofiefted  of  fuch  juft  and  ju¬ 
dicious  difeernment,  feafting 
in  an  Tie  a  then  temple,  wifi 
not  the  doubting  cohfcience 
of  fuch  a  Weak  perfon  be  re¬ 
duced,  by  thine  example,  to 
partake  too  of  the  fame  en¬ 
tertainment  ? 

I  1 1  Confoquently,  your  fu- 
j  perior  knowledge  will  be  the 
unhappy  means  of  deftroying 

a  Chriftian  brother,  for  whom 
Jefus  fhed  his  blood. 

1 2  By  this  criminal  feduc- 
tion  of  your  brethren  into 
things  they  deem  unlawful, 
and  wounding  their  weak 
confciences,  you  offend  a- 
gainft  the  laws  of  •  Chriftia- 

nity. 

13  If  njiy  food  therefore 
betrays  my  Chriftian  brother 
into  fm,  I  would  never  tafte 
fielh  again,  that  I  might  not 
be  acceffary  to  my  brother’s 
guilt. 

CHAP. 


w  Hit  reus  eis  tcit 

Os  cvfarov  r*Ttvyjt>  2*  y&i&t  fiuutfttr, 

IhtTUr  Tf  xafiirn  citjua  yjziifiur 
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I  Hock,  and  eats  not  of  the 
milk  ? 

8  But  do  the  principles  of 
reafon,  merely ,  dictate  thefe 
arguments  ?  —  Doth  not  the 
law  add  its  fanCtion  to  them  ? 

9  For  the  law  of  Mofes 
exprefsly  fays,  “  Thou  (halt 
pot  muzzle  the  ox,  while  he 
is  employed  in .  treading  out 
the  'corn,”  —  But  doth  the 
great  God  intereft  himfclf  a- 
oout  oxen  ? 

10  No!  undoubtedly  this 

was  inculcated  as  3  IefTon  of 
inftruCtion  to  us  —  that  he 
who  plows,  ought  amidft  his 
labour  to  tranfport  himfclf 
with  the  hope  of  *  enjoying 
the  golden  harveft  —  that  he 
\yho  threfhes  out  the  corn, 
liquid  be  urged  with  the  joy- 
fill  expectation  of  reaping  the 
fruits  of  his  toil , 

1 1  If  we  have  town  a- 
tpqngft  you  celejtial  feed,  is  it 
u  nreafonable  we  fhould  reap 
1  ttrrefiial  harveft  ? 

.  12  Are  we  not  better  en¬ 
titled  to  a  {hare  of  your  afflu¬ 
ence,  than  fome  others,  who 
ire  now  enjoying  it?  —  Yet 
|his  right  we  never  pleaded. — 
>ut  induftrioufly  religned  all 
uch  claims,  that  we  might 
lot  in  the  leaft  impede  the 
7  What  foldier  ever  ferves  I  gofpel  in  its  progrefs. 
a  campaign  at  his  own  ex- 1  13  Don’t  you.  know  that 

pence  r — Who  plants  a  vine- 1  thole,  who  are  employed  ip 
yard,  and  doth  not  tafte  the  I  the  tcmple-fervice,  acquire  a 
genial  grape  ? — Whq  feeds  a  j  maintenance  from  -the  tem¬ 
ple  - 

r 


*  •  .  , 

jile  ?  —  Don't  thole,  who  at- 1  to  which,  as  a  minifter,  I  am 

tend  the  altar,  gun  a  liveli-  I  entitled. 

hood  by  fuch  an  attendance  ?  I  For  being  free  from  all 

14  In  like  manner  hath  I  obligations  of  this  kind  to 
our  Lord  allb  enjoined,  that  I  any  man,  1  have  en {laved 
thofe,  who  preach  his  gofpel*  I  ni^felf  to  every  man,  that  I 
ihould  derive  their  fupport  l.might  gain !  a  greater  harveft 
from  their  miniftdrial  labours.  I  of  Chfimari  converts. 

1 5  But  I  never  pleaded  1  io  To  the  Jews,  I  became 

any  of  thefe  precepts  —  nor  j  as  a  Jew,  that  I  might  col- 
have  I  writtert  this  to  demand  I  left  converts  among  them — 
fuch  a  maintenance  as  my  I  with  thofe,  who  acknowledg- 
right — for  I  had  infinitely  ra- I  ed  the  law,  I  converted  as 
ther  perilh  for  want  than  that  I  one  alio,  who  had  the  lame 
any  pcrfcin  ihould  deprive  me  I  high  opiniori  of  its  authority, 
of  the  pleating  cohfcioUs  I  that  I  might  infinuate  the 
caufe  1  have  to  boaft :  I  principles  of  the  golpel  into 

1 6  not  that  I  have  any  I  their  minds. 

reafon  to  boaft  of  my  mini-  j  2 1  To  thofe,  who  acknow- 
fterial  funftion— for  I  am  tm-  j  ledged  not  the  law  of  Moles; 
tier  an  indilpe.rifable  obliga-  j  I  add  refled  myfelf  as  one  not 
tion  to  difcharge  it  —  and  j  under  that  law  (not  indeed  as 
dreadful  will  be  my  fate,  if  II  if  I  were  under  no  law  tcf 
jjerfbrin  not  the  duties  of  this  |  God — but  as  fubjeft  to  the 
facred  office  !  I  law  of  Chrift)  that  I  might 

1 7  For  if  with  chearfulnefs  I  win  them  to  Chriftianity. 

1  execute  them,  a  reward  is  I  22  With  ,the  weak  I  dif- 
referved  for  me — if  with  re- 1  courted  as  weak,  to  fee u re 
iuftance,  yet  ftill  the  dilpen- 1  their  favourable  regards  to 
fation  hath  been  introfted  to  I  the  gofpel  —  to  every  man  I 
me.  I  became  every  thing,  that  I 

1 8  What  then  is  the  re-  I  might,  by  every  potiible  art 
ward  I  reap  ?  —  I  deem  this  j  I  could  praftife,  lave  fome 
an  abundant  recompence —  |  immortal  Ibujs. 

the  confcioufnels  of  my  dif-  2  3  And  rihis  is  the  con- 
in tereftednefs  in  preaching  duft  I  purfue  in  order  to  ad- 
Chriftianity,  and  the  agree-  vance  the  interefts  of  the  gof- 
able  refleftion,  that  1  have  pel  —  that  I  may  (hare  the 
never  claimed  thofe  *  rights,  blefled  rewards  it  promilcth. 

24  Don't 

*  * 


*  Namely,  a  maintmanct. 
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24  y Don’t  you  know  that!  .  27  But  I  enure  my  body 
in  the  Grecian  ftadium  great !  to  the  fevereft  difeipline,  ami 
numbers  run  with  the  utmoft  1  bring  all  its  appetites  into 
contention  to  fecurp  the  prize,  I  fubjeflion  :  left,  when  I  have 
but  that  only  one  perfon  wins  I  *  proclaimed  the  glorious 
and  receives  ?  —  With  the  I  prize  to  others,  I  fhould,  at 
lame  ardour  and  pprleverance  I  {aft,  be  rejected  as  unworthy 
do  you  run,  thaf  you  may  I  to  obtain  it. 
ieize  the  garland  0/  celeftial  I 
glory.  I 

2  5  Every  one  alfo,  who  I  CH  A  P.  X. 
enters  the  lifts  as  a  comba-  | 

tant,  fubmits  to  a  moft  *  ri- 1  1  T  Would  not  have  you 

fid  and  fevere  rpgimen  —  I  X  ignorant,  my  Choftian 
hey  do  this  to  gpjin  a  fading  1  brethren,  that  all  our  aned- 
chaplet — but  in  pur  view  is  I  tors  were  under  the  cloud, 
hung  up  the  unfading  wreath  I  and  all  palled  through  the 

of  immortality.  I  fca  : 

26  With  this  idt  profpedt,  I  2  and  in  the  cloud,  and  in 
I  run  the  chriftian  race — not  I  die  fea  were  all  baptized  into 
diftrelled  with  wretched  un-  1  the  mofaic  inftitution  : 
certainty  concerning  its  final  I  3  and  all  cat  the  fame  mi- 
iffue— I. engage  as.  a  comba-  1  raculous  food  : 
tant— but  deal  not  my  blows  j  4  and  all  drank,  the  fame 
in  empty  air.  I  miraculous  draught — for  they 

drank 

T  The  following  reprefentation  of  the  Chriftian  race  mutt  make  a  ftrong 
itnpreffion  upon  the  maids  of  the  Cur  in t 'mans,  as  they  were  lb  often  fpetla- 
toxs  of  tbofe  gams  thqc  were  celebrated  on  the  Sjilmus . 

*  What  this  rigid  and  fevere  rtgivxn  was  to  which  the  combatants  in 
'thefe  games  were  previoufly  obliged  to  fubmit,  we  learn  from  the  following 

paftkge  in  Ef:3titu,  (piXtif  OXuutio:  mxrraci  \  K ayvt  j.ji  rovf  Qioyj' 

xo/a'^ov  AAX-at  rums  xj  ra  xabjJ'evprwE,  ra  axvXovQa’ 

ju  ovt an  rw  too  tayou’  h\& W*xt«i>,  auxyxopaymt  airt% taSat 

mppcc rw>,  yvfjLiia£t<r&a$  up Q?  oivqjmiP,  tv  rtrxytu)^ ,  iv  xav- 

fjux ri)  iv  /**  oivov,  oif  tTv%fv'  airXap  a* 

iCLTptp  UffltttSyXiyXl  ft&UTQV  TO)  l7r»F#rtt,  ZtTX  flf  TOV  Ct'/WX  Tjagif- 

Epi&tti  Emcbirid •  p#  7  JO.  Upton*  p  TiX^ctvrio^ 

wijj>£aTo,  ceripponripo •  tpv  tij;  otOxurruf  %pQVW  xi- 

XpA acrutvp  xfyfdiTK 

jEliam  Far*  liijl,  lib*  xi.  c.  5.  p*  684.  Gnmwiij  Lug,  But*  1 73 1 ► 

*  Kir,i&ti.  An  btroldy  made  prod  a  nation  nt  the  ^nus%  what 

rewards  would  be  beftowod  on  the  viftor* 
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drank  of  the  rock,  whofe  wa-  I  intended  to  be  examples  to 
ters  miraculoufly  acconipani-  |  the  Jews — and  they  are  re¬ 
ed  them — and  the  rock  tend- 1  corded  for  the  admonition  of 
ing  forth  refrefhing  it  reams  I  us  Cbriftians^  whom  God  hath 
figuratively  reprei'ents  Chrilt.  I  placed  under  the  laft  of  his 

5  Yet  with  the  majority  I  difpenfations. 

of  this  numerous  favoured  I  12  Wherefore  let  him, 
multitude,  God  was  not  plea-  j  who  flatter*  himlelf  that  he 
led — for  the  wildernefs  was  I  ftands  fecurp,  be  cautious  left 
ftrown  with  their  dead  bo- 1  he  fall, 
dies,  I  13  You  jiave,  as  yet,  been 

6  But  their  fate  is  a  leflon  I  aflailed  by  no  trial,  but  fuch 

to  us  Chrillians,  to  kill  in  us  I  as  the  common  lot  of  huma- 
that  exceflive  paflion  for  cri- 1  nity  expoferh  men  to :  and 
Tninal  purfuits,  which  they  lb  I  God  may  b<f  confided  in,  who 
fondly  indulged.  I  will  not  permit  you  to  lufier 

7  Be  ye  not,  therefore,  ido- 1  any  trials,  to  which  you  are 
iatcrs,  like  ibme  of  them  *,  I  not  equal :  but  will  enable 
concerning  whom  it  is  recor- 1  you  to  make  a  virtuous  and 
ded :  **  The  people  fat  down  I  honourable  efcape  out  of 
10  luxurious  banquets,  and  I  them. 

role  up  to  the  wantonnefi  ofl  14  Wherefore  1  conjure 
gaiety  and  frolic.”  I  you,  my  deaf  Chriftian  friends, 

8  Neither  let  us  be  guilty  I  Ay  the  leaft  approaches  to 
of  debauchery,  as  loine  of  I  idolatry  witji  the  utmoft  hor- 
them  were :  in  confequence  I  ror. 

of  which  three  and  twenty |  .15  lam  addreffing  incelli- 
thouland  all  perifhed  in  one  I  gent  perfqns,  and  to  intelli- 
day.  I  gent  perfons  I  appeal  for  the 

9  Nor  let  us  provoke  God,  I  reafonab  lends  of  what  I  af- 
as  fome  of  them  provoked  I  lert. 

him,  who  were  miferably  de- 1  16  The  cup  in  the  eucha- 

ftroyed  by  ferpents.  I  rift,  over  which  we  pour  our 

I  o  Neither  let  us  indulge  I  grateful  acknowledgments  to 
thole  impious  murmurs  a- 1  God,  doth  it  not  reprefent  our 
gainft  God,  which  fome  of  (joint-participation  of  the  blood 
them  indulged,  and  were  cut  I  of  Chrift  ?  The  b  loaf  which 
off  by  the  deftroying  angel.  I  we  then  break,  doth  it  not 

II  All  tliefe  events  were 1  fymbolically  reprefent  our 

joyful 

h  Act®*  here  mull  neceflarlly  fignifir  loaf,  as  appear*  from  verfe  17. 

h  t  ail  partake  m  rtu  tr;f  ctfrev,  of  one  loaj. 


64^  P  a  if  l’s  Efrjl  Eptfile  Chap.  %. 

joyful  joint-participation  of  I  ufe  all  things :  but  it  is  im- 
the  body  of  Chrift  ?  I  prefer  I  fhould  ufe  this  li- 

17  For  as  a  multitude  of  I  berty  in  its  utmoft  latitude — 

grains  of  corn  compofe  one  1 1  am  inverted  with  full  liberty : 

af ;  fo  the  whole  collective  I  but  this  full  liberty  of  mine 
numbers  of  os  Chrirtians  only  I  tends  not  to  the  edification  of 
form  one  -body — for  we  ail  of  |  others. 

Os,  in  this  communion,  parti-  |  24  Let  no  perfon  merely 

cipate  one  individual  loaf.  I  confult  his  own  private  good, 
1 8  With  refpeCt  to  this  I  but  ftudy  the  good  of  others, 
allb,  turn  your  reflections  to  I  25  Eat  whatever  is  bought 
Ifrael — Don’t  they*  who  eat  I  in  the  Ihamblcs,  without  mak- 
of  the  Sacrifices*  participate  I  ing  any  enquiries  at  all  to  fa- 
of  the  altar  of  the  one  true  I  tisfy  a  fcrtfpuloos  eonfcience. 
God  ?  I  7  6  For  the  earth,  and  all 

19  But  what  Aral!  1  fay?  Shall  I  its  variety  of  creatures,  are,- 
I  aflert  that  an  idol  is  a'  real  I  by  their  great  Proprietor, 
being  ?  or,  that  which  is  fa-  I  freely  given  to  man. 
crificed  to  it  is  of  my  figni- 1  27  If  an  Heathen  invite 

fiCancy  ?  I  you,  and  you  have  ah  incli- 

20  Yet  notwithftanding  this,  I  nation  to  accept  his  invitation, 
the  facrifices,  which  the  hea- 1  eat  of  eyery  thing  that  is  fet 
then  votaries  offer,  are  facri-  I  before  you,  without  afking 
Seed  to  dastrtons,'  and  not  to  I  any  queftions  at  all  merely 
the  title  God — and  I .  Would  I  to  fetisfy  *  fcrupulous  con-’ 
not  have  you  partiqipace  with  J  fcrcnfce. 

Heathens  in  the  religious  rites  I  •  2  8  But  if  any  perlon  fay 
they  pay  to  daemons.  .  I  to  you — “This  hath  been 
2 1  Yoti  cannot Oonfiftently  1  offered  to  an  heathen  Deity” 
drink  the  ctfp  of  the  Lord,  |— don’t  you  tafte  it  on  his 
and  at  the  lame  time  the  cup  I  account,  who  gave  you  the 
of  daemons— you  cannot  par-  j  information,  antV  for  con- 
tic  i  pate  of  the  feftlval  in  ho- 1  fcience  fake, 
noor  of  our  Lord,  and  the  I  29-  The  conference,  T  mean, 
feftiVal  in  honour  of  daemons.  [  nut  Of  yourfelf,  but  of  the  in- 
22  Shall  we,  by  fuch  cri- 1  former  —  for  why  Ihould  1 
minal  Compliances,  expofe  J  feffer  my  free  liberty  to  give 
ourfelves  to  the  divine  indig-  j  offence  to  another  pferfoifs 
nation  ?— Are  we  able  to  cope  I  confciehce  ?  , 

With  his  irrefiftible  power  ?  1  50  And  fhbUgh'  {  can  my-1 

$,—2  %  I  hav  s  a  liberty  to  *  fell  partake  of  fuch  and  fuch 

food 
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food  with  pious  acknowledge  I  4  Now  every  man,  who 
ments  to  God  for  it — yfet  why  |  prays  or  fpcaks  in  public  with 
fhould  I  fuffer  myfclf  to  be  I  his  head  covered,  derogates 
reproached  by  another  even  |  from  the  dignity  of  Chirm  Ida 
for  that  which  1  myfelf  can  I  head. 

participate  with  religious  gra-  I  5  On  the  contrary,  every 
titude  ?  I  woman,  whq  prays  or  fpeaks 

3 1  Whether  therefore  you  1  in  public  wiih  her  head  un« 
eat,  whether  you  drink,  or  j  covered,  degirades. the  dignity 
whatever  you  do,  do  all  to  1  pf  the  man  who  is  her  head — • 
promote  the  glory  of  God.  I  for  this  is  a  Angularity  as  un- 

32  Be  ever  cautious  of  j  charaderifticfcl  of  the  fex  as 
giving  any  unnecefiary  offence  I  to  have  the  d  hair  entirely  cut 
cither  to  Jews,  to  Greeks,  or  J  off. 

ro  Chriftians.  I  6  But  if  a  woman  won!t 

33  In  this  inoffenfive  man- 1  confent  to  wear  her  vail,  leC 

ner  I  myfelf  ad  :  ftudying  I  her  even  have  her  hair  cut 
to  plcafe  all  men  in  all  things,  I  fliort  like  .the  man— but  if  it 
not  confulting  my  own  in- 1  is  to  the  lift  degree  fcandalous 
tcreft,  but  the  immortal  in*  I  and  indecent  for  a  woman  to 
rerefts  of  c  mankind.  I  have  her  haif  cut  ihort,  or 

j  fliaved  off,  let  her,  for  the 

Chap.  xi.  1  In  this  let  me  I  fame  reafon,  be  vailed, 
propofe  my  condud  a  pattern  [  7  A  man  indeed  ought  not 

for  your  imitation — as  herein  I  to  have  his  head  vailed,  as  he 
1  copy  the  example  of  Chrift.  I  is  the  glorious  image  of  God 

§ — 2  1  commend  you,  my  I  —  but  the  woman  is  only 

Chriftian  brethren,  for  re- j  the  glorious  image  of  the 
membering  all  my  inftruc-  I  man :  . 
tions,  and  that  you  are  lo  te-  I  8  For  the  man  was  not 
nacious  of  the  rules  and  in-  j  formed  pofterior  to  the  wo- 
jundions  I  inculcated  upon  I  man  j  but  the  woman  was 
you.  I  formed  out  of  the  man. 

3  But  I  defire  you  to  ob-  I  9  Norwairthe  man  formed 
ferve,  that  of  every  man  the  I  for  the  woman,  but  the  wo* 
head  is  Chrift,  of  every  wo-  I  man  for  the  man. 

man,  the  man,  and  of  Chrift,  I  10  In  your  affemblies  there- 
the  Deity.  1  fore  the  woman  ought  to  wear 

Vol.  II.  '  F  a 

■ 

*  T«»  atMur*  Of  «tu«  is  often  afed  in  this  fenie  by  St.  Paul, 

4  All  the  Grtcian  without  diftinftioD  wore  their  hair  long  and 

Sowing. 
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a  vail  on  account  of  the  *  raife  dilputes  on  this  topic, 
heathen  fpies  who  are  pur- 1  let  him  be  allured  that  nei- 
pofely  fent  to  inlpedt  your  I  ther  we  the  apoftles  urge,  or 
conduct.  j  the  churches  of  God  pra&iie, 

1 1  Neverthelefs,  under  the  I  any  fuch  cuftom  s. 

Chriftiaft  religion  j  neither  of  j  § — 17  But  in  what  I  am 
the  fexes  is  confidered  as  fe- 1  now  going  to  mention  I  do 
parate  and  detached  from  J  not  commend  you — for  your 
each  other.  j  aflemWing  together  is  fo  far 

12  For  as  the  woman  was  J  from  advancing  your  mutual 
formed  out  of  the  man,,  fo  is  j  improvement,  that  it  rather 
the  human  race  propagated  j  defeats  it. 

by  means  of  the  female — but  I  18  For,  in  the  firft  place, 
the  original  formation  of  every  I  when  you  are  all  convened 
thing  is  ultimately  to  be  re-  j  together  in  the  church,  1  am 
fcrred  to-  God.  j  informed  that  there  arc  un~ 

1 3  I  appeal  to  you,  is  it  |  happy  difeords  among  you — 
decent  for  a  womah- to  addrefs  I  ana  the  information  I  be- 
the  Deity  without  a  vail f  ?  j  lievc/in  fome  meafure,  to  be  . 

14  Doth  not  the  imiver&l  I  true. 

prevalence  of  modern  cuftom  I  1-9  Indeed  it  is  morally  ne- 
idclf  teach  you,  that  for  a  I  ceflary  there  fliould  be  dif- 
man  to  wear  lohg  flowing!  ferences  of  opinion  among 
t  relies,  drefftd  in  the  manner  I  you,  that  thole  who  approve 
of  women,  is  the  higheft  in- 1  thernfelves  to  be  perions  of 
decency  and  difgrlce  ?  I  fuperior  attainments,  may  bc- 

15  But  the  long  and  flow- j  come  confpicuous  among 
ing  hair  of  the- fair  fex  is  their  1  you,. 

diftinguifliing  grace  and  or- 1  20  But  your  aflembling  all 

lament— for  this- was  lavilhed  1  together  in  one  place  to  par- 
upon  them  by  the  hand  of  I  take  aVepaft,  doth  not  con- 
nature  for  a  covering.  I  ftiiute  a  proper  celebration  of 

1 6  But  if  any  perfon  ap- 1  the  Lord’s  fupper. 
pear  difpofed  to  litigate,  and  * 

a  1  For 

*  At*  r ws  *|>«* A^ia©*  Unifies  a  mffengfr .  The  ftitt  whom 
Jbjhua  feet  arc  called  «J}«a».  chap.  ii.  25. 

r  The  JevjiJb  and  Grecian  ladies  never  appeared  in  public  without  a 

vail,  OvStr  yip  ntp&  irttvi  etxoy vn KvtScu  ywaui&t  tvxpern,  fays  Cic- 
mmt  Alexandrians^  p.  204.  Fans.  1629. 

c  That  iir  As  that  women  may  pray  and  fftak  in  public,  tmvailtd. 
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2 1  For  every  one  of  you  h 
carries  along  with  hiixi  his  fc- 
l'peftive  fuppcr,  and  eats  it, 
ieparately,  by  hinifelf — by 
which  means  one  hath  a  lean-, 
ty,  another  a  plentiful,  repaid. 

22  What !  have  you  not  ’ 

houfes  to  eat  and  drink  in  ? 

♦ 

is  it  thus  yo’u  prdftitute  the 
honour  of  the  church  of  God*  ■ 
and  ihamc  thofe  who  ire  in 
indigent  circumftahces  ?  — 
What  fb«dl  I  fay  to  you  ?  Do  ] 
you  merit  my  commendation 
tor  this  ? — You  are  airworthy 
of  it.  -  ,  _  _  , 

The  account  I  received  j 
of  this  inilitution  from  our] 
Lord  Kimfelf  I  communicated 
to  you— How  that  our  Lolrd 
Jeius  being  at  fuppef,  Che 
very  night  in  which  he  was 
treacheroufty  delivered  into 
the  hands  of  his  enemies, 
took  bread  : 

2  4  and,  after  devoutly  bief- 
fing  God,  he  broke '  it  and 

faid,  “  T ike  and  eat  it  —This 

figuratively  represents*  my  bo1- 
<ly,  which  is  voluntarily  fur- 


rendered  to  be  broken  on  the 

■ 

crofs  for  your  interefts — Ce¬ 
lebrate  this  inilitution  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  i fie.** 

2  $  After  they  had  eat  the 
pafchal  lamb,  he  took  the 
cup  i  4hd*  after  having  paid 
Che  fame  devout  acknowledg¬ 
ments'  to  Qod,  he  laid,— 
This  wine  reprefent?  die 
flieddirig  of  niy  blood,  by 
the  effufton  of  which  the  new 
Covenant  is  fealed  and  rati¬ 
fied  — Do  this,  as  often  as  you 
drink  this  cup,  in  commemo¬ 
ration  of  me,*1 

2' 6  For  ai  often  as  you  eat 
this  facramentai  bread,  and 
drink  this  facramental  wine, 
you  do,-  through  all  ages  *cfli 
his  glorious  adverit,  pubr 
lkkly  declare  die  death  of 
oiir  Lord. 

ty  Every  .  one  therefore, 

who  in  the  celebrauon  of  this 

* 

ordinance  eats  thie  bread,  and 
drinks  the  cup,  of  our  Lord 
in  an  unworthy  manner,  will 

be  obnoxious  to  that  temporal 
puniihmCnt  due  to  this  pro- 

F  z  fthution 


*  Collation  fifftrs,  cxnz  cOflatfti*,  were  cdflotoary  among  die  G retit. 
To  thefe  every  gueft  carried  with'  Mm  his  refpeftive  fpjjper.  It  feems  the 
Corinthian  Chilians  regarded  the  ‘Lttui't  fitpper  in  the  light  of  fuch  a 
(lub-rtpqfl.  The  following  paflage  in  Xenophon  exccUfcntly  illuttrates  tjie 
Apbftle’s  words.  Owsr*  it  tup-  a-  *.  **  Wftfen  of  thole,  who  met  to  fup, 
jimt  of  the  company  had  brought  with  thfein  a  very  little,  other/  a  great 
deal  of  provilions,  Socrates  bad  the  fervant  either  to  put  the  little  in  com¬ 
mon,  or  diftribnte  to  each  a  part;  of  it.  Upon  which,  thofe  who  had 
brought  a  plentiful  repaft  with  them'  were  both’  aih'amed  not  to  partake  of 
what  was  lerved  up  in  common/  and  nbt  alfo  to  produce  their  own.  The/ 
therefore  put  down  their  provihOna  in  common,  and  when  they'  enjoyed 
no  more  than  thofe  who  had  brought  but  little,  they  defined  from  cx- 
pcading  much  in  buying  viftada,”  Xtnafbon.  Alt  mar.  lib.  3.  c.  1 4  Oxon. 
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flotation  of  the  body  and  blood  j  34  And  if  any  one  at  the 
of  our  Lord.  I  time  feels  the  fenfations  of 

28  Let  a  man  then  explore  |  hunger,  let  him  fatisfy  it  at 
his  conduct  in  this  ordinance  I  his  own  home,  that  you  may 
by  the  above  account  of  it :  I  hot  aflemble  for  your  own 
and  in  the  manner  I  have  pre-  Ipunifhment — Other  things  I 
feribed  eat  of  the  facraniental  I  will  rectify  when  I  come, 
bread,  and  drink  of  the  facra- 1 

mental  cup.  I 

29  For  he,  who  celebrates  I  CHAP.  XII. 
this  inflitution  in  an  unfuit-  I 

able  manner,  juftly  expofes  1 1  T  WILL  now,  my  Cliri- 
•himfelf  to  the  divine  punifh- 1  X  ^'an  brethren;  give  vou 
mcnr,  by  not  difcriminating  I  direction  how  to  form  an  ae- 
the Lord’s  fupper  from  a  com-  I  curate  judgment  concerning 
mon  meal.  I  perfons  *  endowed  with  fpiri- 

30  It  is  for  this  notorious  1  tual  gifts. 

abufe  of  it,  thatfo  many  a- 1  2  You  know  you  once  were 

rnong  you  labour  under  difea-  I  Heathens ,  and  blindly  follow 
fes  and  indifpofitions,  and  not  |  ing  dumb  and  fenfelefs  idol* 
a  few  fleep  the  fleep  of  death,  j  wherever  your  leaders  would 

3 1  For  did  w$  accurate- 1  have  conducted  you. 

ly  dilcriminate  ourfelves,  we  I  3  Let  me  then  inform  you, 
fhould  not  incur  tthefe  divine  I  that  no  perlon,  who  is  really 
inflictions.  I  endowed  with  the  k  Spirit  of 

32  But  thefe  chaftifements  j  God,  can  pronounce  Jefus  to 

are  impoled  upon  us  by  the  J  be  an  execrable  impoftor— - 
Almighty  to  prevent  our  final  I  and  that  no  one  can  acknoty- 
condemnation  with  a  disbe-  J  ledge  that  Jefus  is  configured 
lieving  age.  J  univerfal  Lord  and  governor, 

33  Wherefore,  my  Chri-  [but  who,  by  fuch  an  acknow- 
fiian  brethren,  when  you  af-  i.ledgment,  evidently  proves 
femble  to  celebrate  theeucha-  fhimfelf  to  be  aduated  by  the 
rift,  ftay  one  for  another  ’till  J  Holy  Spirit. 

you  are  all  convened.  §  -4  There  are  great  va¬ 

rieties 

i  n<fj  Tpv  wivfiATnvVt  not  Iptrlcual  gifts ,  but  perfons  endowed  with 
them. 

*  To  underftand  this,  let  it  be  obftJrved,  that  the  fatfe  prophets,  our  Lord 
had  predicted  fhould.  arife  before  the  defirv&ioH  of  faruffttm,  had  ao\ * 
made  their  appearance,  and  'that  the  Chriltian  church  was  uifcfted  bj 
them,  Hence  this  Apoftolic  ruls  to  difccro  fpirits. 
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rieties  indeed  of  fpiritual  en-  #  Spirit  effe£teth — dillributing 
dowments,  and  they  all  flow  I  as  he  pleafeth  to  every  one 
from  the  fame  Spirit.  1  his  1  refpe&ive  gifts. 

5  There  are  great  diverfi*  I  12  For  as  the  human  body 

ties  of miniftrations  j  but  they!  is  compofed  of  many  menv 
are  all  imparted  by  the  fame  I  bers,  and  all  thefc  members 
Lord.  1  are  combined  Into  onefyftem: 

6  And  there  are  great  va- 1  lb  is  it  with  the  Chrilttan 
rieties  of  miraculous  powers ;  I  church. 

but  they  are  all  derived  from  I  13  For  by  the  effufion  of 
the  fame  God  —who  is  the  j  ojne  Spirit  we  were  all  bap- 
fole  donor  of  every  endow- 1  tized  into  one  colledtive  body  \ 
ment  that  every  individual  |  whether  Jews*  or  Greeks,  or 
pofiefieth.  leaves,  or  free — we  were  all 

7  But  the  extraordinary  il-  I  combined  into  one  fpiritual 

lumination  of  the  Spirit  is  I  community, 
communicated  to  every  onel  14  For  the  , body  is  not  one 
for  the  common  good  and  I  foie  member,  but  confiftcth  of 
utility  of  the  church.  I  many. 

8  For  one  is  by  the  Spirit  I '  15  Should  the  foot  fay, 

endowed  with  wifdom — ano-  r  Becaulc  I  am  not  the  hand,  I 
iber,  by  the  fame  Spirit  is  I  am  no  part  of  the  human 
endowed  with  a  clear  and  I  fyftem — doth  it  ceafe,  for  that 
comprehenfive  knowledge  ofrrcafon,  to  be  connected  with 
Chrittianity.  I  the  body? 

9  To  one  the  fame  Spirit  I  1 6  Should  the  ear  lay,  Be- 
imparts  a  conviction  of  his  I  caufe  I  am  not  the  eye,  I  do 
ability  to  work  miracles— to  ]  not  belong  to  the  body — doth. 
another  the  fame  Spirit  imparts  I  it,  on  that  account,  ceafe  to 
the  power  of  effecting  cures.  I  be  a  part  of  the  general  fy- 

ro  Upon  one  are  conferred  I  ftem  ? 
miraculous  operations — on  a  I  17  If  all  the  corporeal 
fecond,  prophecy— on  a  third,  I  members  were  reduced  to 
the  difeernment  of  fpirits —  I  one,  for  example,  to  the  eye  •, 
on  a / ittrtb,  an  ability  erf fpeajc- 1  and  all  the  huinan  fenfes  ab- 
ing  a  variety  of  languages: —  I  forbed  in.  one,  for  inftance,  m 
on  a  fifth,  the  interpretation  I  hearing — what  room  would, 
of  thofe  languages.  .  I  there  be  for  the  functions  of 

1 1  All  thefe  diverfities  off  others  ? 
operations  one  and  the  fame  ■  18  But  now  hath  the  Deity 

F  3  arranged 

1  Uict  the  actufativt  fhiriU 
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arranged  and  difpofed  all  the  ,  nour  to  thole  members  which, 
various  members  in  the  hu-  I  apparently,  have  leaft  of  it, 
man  frame  according  as  I  25  in  order  that  there  might 
jeemed  belt  to  his  infinite  J  be  no  difunion  and  diflention 
underftanding.  Jin  the  human  fyftem;  butthac 

19  But  if' all  the  members  I  there  might  be  a  reciprocal 

were  fwallowed  up  in  one,  I  confent  and  mutual  lenfibi- 
where  would  be  the  organized  I  lity  of  all  its  various  mem- 
|x>dy  ?  jbers: 

20  But  now  many  various  j  26  For  if  one  member  feel 

members  are  all  harmonioufly  [pain,  all  the  other  members 
combined  into  one  beautiful  j  fympathize  with  it :  if  one 
fyllem.  j  member  feel  pleafure,  all  the 

2 1  The  eye  cannot  fay  tQ  j  others  thrill  with  the  pleafmg 
the  hand,  Thou  art  entirely  j  fenfation. 

ufelefs  to  me — nor  .can  the  J  27  In  like  manner  the  fc- 
Jiead  fay  to  the  feet,  I  have  I  veral  individual  members  of 
no  occafipn  at  all  for  your  I  the  Chriftian  chprch  are  ail 

fun&ions.  I  harmonioufly  combined  into 

2  2  On  the  cop  tr ary,  thole  J  one  body, 
parts  which  are  feemingly  1  28  And  to  form  this  mo- 

piean  and  contemptible,  arejral  fyftem  God  hath  in  his 
moft  of  all  fubfervient  to  |  church  regularly  arranged  a- 
our  various  neceffities.  I  potties  in  the  fir (l  order  :  in 

23  And  thofe  parts  of  our  I  the  fecondy  prophets:  in  the 
frame,  which  we  are  apt  to  j  third ,  inftruftors :  in  the  /<?/•• 
regard  as  comparatively  ig^  J  lowing^  workers  of  miracles, 
poble,  on  thefe  we  lavifh  the  I  authors  of  extraordinary  cures, 
moft  adventitioui  honour  and  I  afliftants,  governors,  matters 
ornament — and  pur  fuppofed  of  various  languages, 
inelegant  parts  have,  in  re  a-  29  Are  all  apoftles,  are  all 

lity,  the  moft  elegance  and!  prophets,  are  ail  inltru&ors, 
Symmetry.  can  all  exert  miraculous  pow- 

24  Thofe  parts  bf  our  frame,  ers? 
on  which  the  hand  of  nature  30  can  all  effect  miracu- 
hath  beftowed  the  moft  grace  lou$  cures,  can  all  converfe  in 
and  elegance,  are  not  of  that  various  languages,  can  all  un¬ 
real  utility  4$  others  are— But  I  derftand  and  interpret  thoic 
the  Deity  hath  fo  compounded  |  languages  ? 
and  cohftituted  the  human!  31  You  are  with  zealous 
jjyftcm,  as  to  give  moft  ho-  *  ardour  ftriying  who  fiiall  ac- 
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quire  the  moil  iiluftrious  of « tious  ;  is  not  inflated  with 
thefe  Spiritual  gifts — and  yet  I  infolence. 

I  can  point  out  to  you  an  en- 1  5  It  preferves  a  confident 

dowment,  dial  far  tranfcends  I  decorum ;  is  not  enflaved  to 
all  thefe.  a  fordid  intereft  ;  is  not  traof- 

I  ported  with  furious  paflfon  ; 

I  indulges  no  malevolent  defign, 

CHAP.  XIII.  I  6  It  conqeives  no  delight 

I  from  the  perpetration  of  wick- 
I  /^lOuld  I  fpeak  all  thelednefs;  but  is  firft  to.ap- 

languages  of  men  I  plaud  truth  and  virtue, 
and  of  angels,  and  yet  had  I  7  It  throws  a  vail  of  can- 
an  heart  dcllitute  of  benevo- 1  dour  over  all  things:  isdif- 
lence,  1  am  no  more  than  I  pofed  to  believe  all  things : 
founding  brafs  or  a  tinkling  I  views  all  things  in  the  mod: 
cymbal.  I  favourable  jiglit :  fupports 

2  And  was  I  endowed  with  I  all  things  with  ferene  compo- 
the  ampleft  prophetic  pow- 1  fore. 

ers :  could  1  unravel  all  the  j  8  Benevolence  fliall  con- 
myfteries  of  nature:  had  Iltiriue  to  Aiine  with  undimi- 
accumulated  all  the  know-lnifhed  luftre  when  all  pro¬ 
ledge  of  the  Tons  of  men :  |  phetic  powers  Jhall  be  no 
could  I  exert  foch  ltupendous  1  more,  when  the  ability  of 
powers  as  to  remove  moun- 1  fpeaking  various  languages 
tains  from  their  baits,  and  I  (hall  be  withdrawn,  and  when 
transfer  them  at  pleafurelall  fupernatural  endowments 
from  place  to  place — and  yet  I  fliall  be  annihilated, 
my  heart  a  ftranger  to  bene- 1  9  For  in  this  ftate  our 

vole  nee,  I  am  nothing.  I  knowledge  is  dfifcdiye,  our 

3  And  ihould  I  give  away  1  prophetic  powers  are  limited, 

all  1  had  in  the  world  in  cha- 1  10  But  when  we  arrive  in 

ritable  contributions  to  the  I  thoie  happy  regions  where 
poor :  ihould  I  even  furren- 1  perfedion  dwells,  the  defee¬ 
der  up  my  body  to  the  flames  I  tive  and  the  limited  fliall  be 
— and  yet  have  an  heart  de- 1  no  more  for  ever. 

void  of  benevolence,  it  would  ]  1 1  Juft  as  whcij  I  was,  for 
be  of  no  avail  to  me.  j  example*  in  the  impeded 

4  Benevolence  is  unruffled;  1  ftate  of  childhood ;  I  then 
is  benign  :  Benevolence  die- 1  difeourfed,  I  underftood,  1 
riihes  no  ambitious  defires :  j  reafoned  in  the  erroneous 
benevolence  is  not  oftenta-  *  man  ner  children  do  —  but 

F  4  when. 
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when  I  arrived  at  the  matu¬ 
rity  and  perfe&ign  of  man¬ 
hood-,  the  defefts  of.  my  for¬ 
mer  imperfeft  ftate  were  all 
iwallowed  up  and  forgotten. . 

i?  For  in  this  fcene  of 
being  oiir  terreftrial  mirrour 
exhibits  to-us  but  a  very  dun 
and  obfcure  reflexion :  but 
in  an  happy  futurity  we  (hall 
iee  face  to  face — In  the  pre- 
ient  life  my  knowledge  is 
partial  and  ’limited:  in  the 
future,  my  knowledge  will  be 

unconfined  and  clear,  like 
that  divine  infallible  know¬ 
ledge,  by  which  I  am  now 
pervaded. 

13  In  fine,  the  virtues  of 
Jfuperior  eminence  are  thefe 
three,  faith,  hope,  benevo¬ 
lence — but  the  moft  illuftrk 
ous  of  thefe  is  benevolence. 


addrefieth  men  ;  and  edifies, 
exhorts,  and  comforts  them. 

4  He,  who  fpealcs  in  an 
unknown  language,  promotes 
bis  own  edification — but  he, 
who  preacheth,  afiifts  the  edi¬ 
fication  of  the  church. 

5  Not  but  I  could  wifh  you 
all  endowed  with  an  ability  to 

converfe  in  various  languages 
but  you  ought  to  be  molt 
ambitious  of  the  fun&ion  of  a 
public  preacher — for  far  more 
ufeful  is  the  office  of  a  preach¬ 
er,  than  of  one  endowed  with 
the  gift  of  languages — ‘unlels 

indeed  he  interpret  what  he 
hath  uttered  for  the  univerlal 
good  of  the  fociety. 

6  For  fhould  I  ftand  up 

my  Chriftian, 
pour  forth  a 

djfcourfe  in  an  unintelligible 

what 


amongft  you, 
brethren,  and 


CHAP.  XIV. 

♦ 

j  T  E  T  it  be  your  ftudy, 

1  .j  therefore,  to  improve 
in  benevolence — and  be  de- 
firous  to  attain  fpiifi tual  gifts, 
Specially  the  funftion  of  a 
preacher  i 

2  For  he,  who  fpeaks  in 
an  unknown  language,  fpeaks 
to  God,  and  not  to  men — for 
no  one  underftands  him — he 
utters  by  the  Spirit  things 
that  are  unintelligible. 

3  But  he,  who  preacheth, 


language  *  wnat  improve¬ 
ment  would  you  receive  from 
it,  if  I  did  not  afterwards,  in 
your  native  dialeft,  explain 
to  you  the  revealed  doctrine, 
the  interefting  knowledge,  the 
public  inftru&ion,  and  the 
admonition  it  contained  ? 

4 

7  Juft  as  inanimate  inftru- 
ments  which  emit  founds,  the 
flute,  for  example,  or  the  harp, 
if  they  produced  only  a  noiiy 
uniform  monotony  without 
any  diftinftion  of  notes,  bow 
could  the  compofition  intend¬ 
ed  to  be  played  on  thefe  in- 
ftrunjents  ever  be  underftood  ? 

8  And 
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8  And  if  the  trumpet  I  prayer,  my  Spiritual  gifts  ih- 

founded  notes  ho  foldier  un- 1  deed  enable  me  to  pray  jtv 
derftood,  who  would  get  rea- 1  this  manner,  but  my  uiider- 
dy  for  the  engagement  ?  |  Handing  ih  the  mean  time 

9  Juft  in  the  fame  manner  j  reaps  no  advantage. 

if  you  were  to  pour  forth  a  I  1 5  In  what  manner  ftiall  I 
rhapfody  of  unintelligible  jar- 1  a&  then  ? — 1  will  pray  by  the 
gon,  what  inftru&ion  could  I  irripulfe  of  die  spirit,  but  at 
you  communicate  ? — -all  your  I  the  fame  timeconfult  the  im-' 
oftentatious  knowledge  would  provement  of  my  own  under- 
be  lavifhed  on  the  empty  air.  Handing,  and  that  of  others. 

I  o  There  are,  for  inftance,  1 6  Qtherwife,  ftiould  you, 

a  prodigious  variety  of.  Ian-  at  the  direction  of  the  Spirit, 
guages  fpoken  by  various  na-  pour  forth  a  ft  rain  of  fervent* 
tions  of  the  world  :  gratitude  to  God,  how  could 

I I  but  if  I  did  not  under-  a  private  illiterate  perfoft  fajr 
Hand  the  meaning  dfany  na-Jamen  to  your  pious  acknow- 
tive,  who  difeourfed  to  me  |  fedgmenfs,  when  he  under- 
in  the  language  of  his.  coun- 1  ftood  not  a  Word  of  what  you 
try,  nor  he  me,  when  I  talk- 1  had  been  faying. 

cd  to  him  in  mine — we  fhould  J  1  y  Not  but  you  performed 
reciprocally  look  upon  each  I  this  exercife  with  becoming' 
other  as  barbarians  “.  |  piety  v  but  the  other  received 

1  a  This  is  exactly  the  cafe  j  no  improvement  at  all  from 
with  you — But  fince  you  are  |  it, 

fo  zealous  to  attain  fpi  ritual  I  18  God  hath  enabled  me, 
endowments,  let  it  be  yourjwhofe  diftinguifhing  good- 
ftudy  to  acquire  fuch,  as  pro- 1  nefsl  gratefully  acknowledge,* 
mote  the  improvement  of  the  I  to  fpeak  a  greater  variety  of 
iociety.  I  languages  than  you  all  have 

13  Let  him,  therefore,  I  been  endowed  with : 

who  is  empowered  toconverfc  I  19  yet  I  Had  rather  fpeak 
in  ,1  foreign  language,  pray  I  five  intelligible  words  in  a 
that  he  may  be  enabled  to  J  Chriftian  afiembly  to  promote 
interpret  fluently,  what  he  |  the  inftruftioii  of  others,  than 
utters,  for  the  common  good,  j  tin  thoufand  in  a  language 

14  For  if  I  make  ufe  of  an  |  unknown  to  them, 
unknown  language  in  public  20  My  Chriftian  brethren, 

be 

r 

a 

n  The  Gnds  called  all  Barbariaas  who  did  not  fyeak  Grtti,  but  (poke  a 
J,;nguagc  unintelligible  to  (hilts. 


74  Paul's  Mrfi  Epiflk  Chap,  xiv, 

be  not  children  as  to  know- 1  unbeliever,  or  fome  illiterate 
ledge  — -  in  a  freedom  from  a  I  perfon  was  to  enter  the  place 
Jin  indeed  be  ye  children :  I  —would  they  not  pronounce 
.  but  in  ufeful  and  accurate  I  you  all  diftraded  ? 
knowledge  be  ye  men.  |  24  But  iuppofe  you  were 

21  In  the  facred  feriptu re  I  preaching  in  order  to  inftrutt 
is  the  following  paflage— “  1 1  one  another,  and  an  unbelie- 
will  fpfeak  to  this  nation  by  I  ver  or  an  illiterate  perfon  hap- 
perfons  whom  I  will  endow  I  pen  to  come  among  you — 
with  the  faculty  of  converfing  I  all  your  difeourfes  conviCt 
in  a  great  variety  of  iangua-  I  him  of  his  former  vices,  all 
ges  :  but  notwithftanding  I  your  difeourfes  penetrate  the 
thefe  tefti monies  of,  their  di« 1  folds  of  his  heart : 

vine  million,  they  will  reject  J  25  his  bofom  is  laid  open, 
me,  faith  the  Lord.'1  I  he  proftrates  himfelf  on  his 

22  Which  words  evince,  I  face,  in  a  flood  of  profound 

That  the  miraculous  faculty  I  aftonifhment  and  reverence 
of  fpeaking  diverfe  languages  I  adores  the  Almighty,  decla- 
is  deligned  as  an  eyidence  to  I  ring,  that  God  is  moft  cer* 
the  incredulous,  and  not  cal- 1  tainly  among  you ! 
culated  for  the  advantage  of  |  26  How  is  the  public  fer- 

thofe  who  already  believe—  j  vice,  my  brethren,  then  to  be 
but  the  function  of  a  preacher  I  conducted  ?  —  When  the  af- 
rdpefts,  not  the  edification  I  fembly  all  meets  together, 
pf  the  incredulous,  but  of  be- 1  every  one  of  you  promifeu* 
lievers.  I  oufly  is  ready  with  a  pfaim, 

23  Suppofe  when  your  I  yrith  a  topic  of  inftruction, 
whole  aflembly  was  convened  |  with  a  foreign  language, 
together,  and  you  were  all  I  with  a  revealed  dodrinc,  with 
gabbling  a  con fu fed  jargon  I  the  faculty  of  interpretation 
of  foreign  lahguages,  fome  1  —  but  let  all  thefe  things 

foleTy 

*  Kcuv«t  •rite,  *iMi cbJatfs,  not  malice ,  In  Greek  writers  we  often 

fO.ee  t  with  Mat*  and  afvfu  epfofti  to  each  other.  Apire  ynf  euctct  tn 

u/oi  rpmi>fft  cvk  coMfXfhf  dofppmt ;  JMXff*  XPWI  egaxttaa,  Plutarch. 

Camillut  p.243.  Edit.  Stef  ban.  Gr.  T*»  tww  ftp  «r  paw  optrn 
Ti  <r#«r  ayaBwit  ajij wr»  jt,  wuuf  to vr  pawt a*  mtrufr raven-  Idem  in 
Dion.  p.  1798.  cjnkl.  Editionis.  M»  Sm  xeuuav,  aua  Zi'aww  xlueScu 
yjrftfj'  Diofarttt  Siculus,  vol-  z.  p.  5.  Mbadtmaa ,  Hanev.  1604.  T <t  (U» 
BN  afrrw  <l8a«  «  tout*  pfirou  ■  Din.  Ualicar,  tom.  t.  p.  4B4.  Haifa. 

if  NftTHS  fen ff  to  fmSltP  dJ iiutf  «v  faM  r«  our ©* 

(Ofwf  am*  mam  ttaiuat  >vfnr&.  idem  p.  508.  Oxen. 

fltt  TK  T«r  agio  M>Of  ajmf  >  fiVHXt  XctXM*.  Dii- 

dtrut  Siculus,  tom.  l .  p.  4.  ff'e/fiiiyfy. 


Chap.  XIV.  ts  fbt  C  0  X  I  If  T  H  I  A  N  s.  ^ 

foJely  tend  to  public  cdifica-  33  For  God  is  not  the  au- 
rion ;  tbor  of  confuJion,  but  the 

2  7  for  example,  if  one  per-  lover  of  regularity  and  order 
fon,  or  two,  or  at  mod  three,  —  a  maxim  I  inculcate  in  all 
endowed  with  the  gift  of  lan-  the  various  foe ie ties  of  Chrifr 
guages,  fpeakin  public;  let  tians. 

them  fpeak  one' after  another  34  Let  the  women  main- 
in  a  regular  order,  and  let  a  tain  an  inviolable  filencc  in 
perfon  afterwards  interpret  your  afiernblies  —  for  p  nci- 
what  hath  been  thus  fpoken.  ther  the  law  of  Mofes,  or  of 

2  8  Should  there  be  no  in-  Chrifttapity,  permits  them  to 
terpreter  prefenc,  let  them  be  (peak  in  public  and  to  invade 
filent  in  the  afiembly,  and  the  province  of  the  map. 
only  converfe  with  God  and  35  If  they  are  defirops  to 
themfelves.  ’  bave  any  topic  explained,  let 

29  Let  two  or  three  preach-  them  confide  their  hufbands 

ers  deliver  their  public  dif-  at  home — for  it  is  highly  ia- 
jeourfes,  and  let  the  others  f  decent  for  a  woman  to  deli- 
attend  and  judge.  I  yer  public  difeourfea  In  4 

30  Should  any  point  of j  Chriftian  aflepibJy. 
doctrine  in  the  mean  time  be  I  36  What!  was  Chriftia- 
revealed  to  any  of  the  ajidi- 1  nity  diffufed  from  Corinth  as 
tors,  let  the  perfon  engaged  |  its  original  lource  ?  or  is  it 
break  oft  his  difeourfc.  [  folely  confined  to  yourfelves, 

3 1  For  you  may  with  fuit- 1  that  you  aflame  this  autho- 
able  decorum,  one  after  ano-  [  rity  ? 

ther,  regularly  deliver  your  I  37  If  anjy  one  values  hi  re¬ 
public  dUcourfes,  in  order!  felf  on  his  being  a  public  in- 
that  the  whole  Ibciety  may  I  ftrudor,  of  on  his  bang  cn- 
receive  inftrudfcion  and  admo- 1  dowed  with  fpiritual  gifts,  let 
nition.  I  him  be  afiUred  that  the  direc- 

32  For  the  fpiritual  im- 1  tions  I  now  write  to  you  are 

pulie  which  actuates  the  j  the  injunctions  of  God. 
preacher  is  obedient  to  the!  38  But  if  any  one  wilfully 
concroul  of  the  preacher's  I  difavows  thefe,  let  him  dif- 
judgment.  I  avow  them  at  his  peril. 

39  I® 

0  K (t0«f  m/  0  rofL<&  Ktyu,  the  law  t«c  enjoins  this  u  well  as  Qbrif- 
tianity.  Mr.  Lade's  interpretation  of  this  paflage  feems  to  be  iaaecnrate. 
See  his  Parafhra/e.  TlfKrug  y*t  OtfxOJ  yvVAUU  fit?  fffynf.  Af/gi  /ft 

Alongiaiv  tr  Afff&fflt-  atlieJtri  Mtbiefica,  p.  41,  Edit.  C*m ntks. 


y 6  Pap l’s  Ftrji  EpijHe  Chap.  xv. 

39  In  fine,  my  Chriftian .  4  that  his  dead  body  was 

brethren,  let  it  be  your  prin- 1  depofited  in  a  tomb  :  and 
cipal  ambition  to  attain  and  I  that  he  was  on  the  third  day 
difchargc  the  minifterial  office  I  raifed  from  it,  agreeably  to 
— -  not  prohibiting  however  I  the  fame  fcriptural  predic- 
thofe  who  are  endowed  I  tions  : 

with  the  gift  of  languages  |  5  that  after  his  refurreftion 

from  /peaking  them  in  pub- 1  he  was  leen  by  Peter,  then 
lie.  I  by  the  twelve  apoftlcs  : 

40  Let  all  things  be  con- 1  6  he  next  exhibited  him- 

dufted  with  rhe  greateft  re-  Ifelf  to  above  five  hundred 
gularity  and  decorum.  1  Chriftians,  who  were  all  con- 

I  vened  together  in  one  afiem  - 
I  bly-  the  greater  part  of  whom 
CHAP.  XV.  I  are  ftill  Jiving,  though  fome 

I  of  them  have  paid  the  com- 
1  T  Publifh  again  the  joyful  J  mon  debt  of  nature : 

X  news  which  I  once  pro-  j  7  he  then  was  feen  by 
claimed  -among  you,  my  I  James :  afterwards,  by  all  the 
Chriftian  brethren,  which  you  |  apoftles : 
then  received  with  tranfport,  J  8  and  laft  of  all,  as  to  an 
and  in  the  firm  belief  of  which  j  untimely  abortive  birth,  he 
you  now  continue.  .  |  exhibited  himlelf  to  me. 

2  By  your  reception  of  J  -9  For  I  rank  myfelf  as  the 
which  you  are  put  inqo  a  Hate  J  very  lowed  of  all  the  apoftlcs; 
of  falvation,  if  you  are  cena- 1  and  indeed  deem  myfelf  un- 
cious  of  the  animating  doc-  I  worthy  of  that  honourable 
trine  1  delivered  to  you — un-  Iname,  becaule  I  once  perfe- 
lefs  indeed,  as  fome  would  I  cuted  the  church  of  God. 

•  «  1  ^  _ 

infinuate,  your  belief  of  this  I  10  But  by  the  divine  fa- 
truth  is  abford  and  vifionary .  I  vour  I  am  w  hat  I  am  —  and 

3  Among  the  firft  and  I  his;  favour,  by  which  I  am  fo 
fundamental  truths  then  which  I  Angularly  dtftinguifhcd,  was 
I  publilhed  among  you,  and  I  not  lavilhed  upon  me  in  vain : 
of  which  I  was  convinced  my-  j  for  I  have  laboured  more  in- 
felf  upon  the  belt  evidence,  1  defatigably  in  propagating 
were  the  following  —  That}  the  Chriftian  religion  than  all 
agreeably  to  the  predictions  !  the  other  apoftles  —  bur  I 
of  the  prophets  the  Meffiah  |  check  myfelf— not  my  induf. 
fuff?red  death,  to  refeue  us!  try — but  the  favour  of  God* 

‘from  our  vices :  #  which  accompanies  me, 

11  But 
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j  f  But  it  is  not  material 
whether  it  is  I  or  they  who  are 
the  inftruments — for  thefe  are 
the  doftrines  we  publifh :  and 
thefe  are  the  truths  you  cm- 
braced . 

1 2  Now  /ince  we  all  una- 
nimoufly  agree  in  proclaim¬ 
ing  to  the  world  the  refurrec- 
tion  of  Chrift — what  founda¬ 
tion  have  certain  perfons  a- 
mong  you  for  aflerting,  That 
the  refurreciion  of  dead  per- 
ibns  is  an  abfurd  impoffibility  ? 

j  3  For  if  the  refurre&on 
of  dead  perfons  is  a  thing  ab 
folutety  impoffible,  it  will  fol¬ 
low,  that  Chrift  was  never 
paifed  from  the  grave : 

14  confequently,  if  Chrift 
was  never  adtually  raifed  from 
the  grave,  our  preaching  the 
Chriftian  religion  is  abfurd, 
and  your  belief  of  it  is  ab- 
i'urd : 

15  and  the  rcfult  is,  that 
we  all  of  us  have  been  pub- 
lickly  attefting  a  pious  halfe- 
hood,  when  in  the  moft  lb- 
lemn  manner  we  declare  to 
the  world,  that  the  Deity 
raifed  Chrift  from  the  dead 
a  faft,  however,  which  never 
happened,  if  it  is  true,  that 
the  refurreftion  of  deacl  men 
is,  in  the  nature  of  things, 
abfolutcly  an  ablurd  impofli* 
bility ; 


1 6  For  if  the  refurreciion 
of  dead  perfons  is  a  real  ab- 
furdity,  it  will  follow,  that 
Chrift  was  never  raifed  at 
all : 

1 7  confequently  if  the  dead 
body  of  Chrift  was  never  ac¬ 
tually  re-animated,  ydur  .be¬ 
lief  of  Chriftianity  is  abfurd 
and  fruidefs,  and  the  weight 
of  all  your  former  crimes 
again  devolves  upon  you  : 

1 8  and  it  will  follow  alio, 
that  thofe  Chriftians,  who 
have  died  in  the  belief  of  their 
principles,  are  totally  loft  out 
of  the  creation. 

19  If  all  the  hopes  Chri- 
ftianiry  really  taught  us  to 
entertain  were  circumfcribed 
within  the  narrow  circle  of 
this  vain  life,  we  Chriftians 
are  the  moft  wretched  of  all 
mankind ! 

20  But  Chrift  was  a&ually 
raifed  from  the  tomb — and  is 
become  the  p  firft  fruits  of  a 
glorious  harveft  of  the  deep¬ 
ing  dead. 

2 1  For  fince  by  one  man 
death  was  introduced,  by  ano¬ 
ther  man  was  introduced  a  re¬ 
fur  redlion  from  death. 

22  For  as  by  Adam  all  the 
human  race  was  fubje&ed  to 
mortality :  lo  by  Chrift  Jefus 
lhall  all  the  pious  dead  be  en¬ 
titled  to  immortality . 

23  But 

p  The  firfl 'fruits  were  an  handful  of  the  firft  ripe  corn,  which  beiajj 
curried  through  the  ftreefs  of  Jerntalem  to  the  temple,  and  offered  tp  Cod, 

publicly  announced  that  the  gent rat  harveft  would  foon  be  gathered  in. 


7 8  Paul's  Firft  Epijlle  Chap.  xv.. 

23  Bat  in  this  reftitution  things  under  him,  it  is  fclf- 

to  life  a  regular  gradation  is  evident,  that  be  bimfelf  mull 
bbferved — Chrift  wjas  the  firji  be  excepted*  who  primarily 
that  rofe  from .  death  to  im-  inverted  him  with  this  fove- 

'  w 

mortality :  the  next  will  be  reign  authority. 

Virtuous  Chriftians  at  his  glo~  2  8  But  when  aH  things 
rious  advent :  1  /hall  have  become  the  fubje&s 

24  fubfequent  to  this,  will  of  his  univerfai  dominion, 

be  the  final  difiolution  of  this  then:  Brail  the  Ion  him  It  If  be 
globe— which  event  will  take  lubjefted  to  Him  who  origi- 
place,  but  not  till  after  he  nally  verted  him  with  this 
hath  furrendered  up  his  king-  univerfai  authority — that  the 
dom  to  God*,  even  the  Su-  Deity  may  be  all  in  all. 
preme  Father,  not:  *ti!l  after  29  Oeherwife,  if  our  fleep- 
he  hath  totally  crulhed  and  ing  dart  is  never  to  be  re-ani- 
demblifhed  every  hoftife  do-  mated,  how  forlorn  murt  be 
minion,  every  oppofing  ci-  their  hope,  who  were  bap- 
iil  pot*fcr  and  fecfclar  fove-  sized  in  the  firm  affurance  of 
yeignty  :  a  glorious  refurredtion  from 

2$  for  he  mtift  retain  the  dead  I  —  and  upon  thefe 
Ids  kingdom;  until  he  hath  principles,  why  are  perions 
brought  all  his  adverfaries  baptized  at  ail  *  into  the  be- 
proftrate  at  his  feet.  . ;  tier  of  the  future  reftoratiori 

2  6  The  lift  foe  he  ihall  de-  of  fhetr  dead  bodies  to  abldled 

i  • 

throneand  annihilate,  is  death,  immortality  ? 

2*f  For  God  hath  fubjeded  jo  And  upon  this  fcheme, 
nil  things  tb  hfe  ionrroui—  how  afcfurd  is  k  alio  for 
but  when  the  Deity  declares  1  us  to  expofe  ourlelves  to  im- 
that  he  hath  fubje&ed  all  minent  dangers  every  hour  1 

3*  f 


?otfT«bT  t/irtf  vixfw?'  A  ffcibrrefliOn  to  immortality  is  die  grand 
fundamental  article  of  the  Chrijhat  revelation.  It  was  with  regard  n 
this  that  its  cOhvfcrtV  were  baprifed.  Y*w‘  very  often  fignifies  (interning . 
•with  regard  to.  The  filiawixg  paflhgewUi  iUnftraft  this;  and  determine 

eta  frttpi  meaning:  of.  foul  in  h&ad  IjrfiUSe  to  the  Theffalotuans,  after 
deferibing  the  fecond  advent  of  Chriff/  aha  re  prefenS  Dg  this  great  event  in 
all  its  awful  petonp  ahd  (bletmlity,  ctottdo&ttwttii  ftrhtg fiat  with  re- 
gar/  tt  this  feoad  appearance  of  CtttJff,4  «pd  -oar  being  collected  to 
him,  we  entreat  yon,  brethren,  that  you  would  not  fofier  your  minds  to  be 
wlafmed.  T-rif  Tiff  wetf WTUtf  with  regard  to  the  precifc  time  of  Chrift's 
doming,  which  he  had  been  deferibing.  She  afforded  the  philofophets 
to  fman  cosrefftkai  cdacermng  fatf.  Ut/'imW  vrtf  a&tiit  Tugiy  i 
*vf€tr  Tbatrcb: ferities;  p,  yoo.  Edit.  G*.  SttjJm c  Twtp  W  yt&ptrZ* 
‘jfwrd’.  Gnteniag  Whoa  theft  things  are  writing  idem  p.  1800. 
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31  I  folemnly  declare,  and 
can  pledge  all  my  glorious 
hopes  in  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift  upon  the  truth  of  my 
declaration  ,  that  I  am  daily 
in  the  jaws  of  death. 

32  Since,  humanly  /peak¬ 
ing,  I  fought  with  brute  crea^ 
tures  at  EphefUs  ;  what  d»- 
ft  rafted  folly  was  I  guilty  of 
to  encounter  this  danger,  if 
immortality,  is  a  fable — upon 
thefe  principles  let  us  traverfe 
a  circle  of  every  fenfual  plea- 
fure  to-day,  for  to-morrow 
death  will  put  a  cruel  period 
to  all  otfr  joys. 

33  But  be  ever  cautious  of 
being  deceived  by  thefe  erro¬ 
neous  pri  n  ciples — ‘  *  Bad  prin¬ 
ciples  inf  eft  the  pure  incau¬ 
tious  bo  font” 

34  Exetcife  a  juft  and  (bber 
reflection,  and  fly  thefe  fatal 
errors — for  feme  among  you 
entertain  very  unworthy  fen- 
titnents  of  God— I  fpeak  it  to 
your  fhame. 

35  But  feme  wiH  aik  me. 
How  are  the  dead  railed  ?  In 
what  kind  of  vehicles  are  they 
myefted  ? 

36  You  weak  infatuated 
man!  the  feed  you  commit 
to  the  ground  is  not  informed 
with  vegetable  life,  except  it 
die. 

37  You  bury  in  the  ground 
the  bare  feed,  for  example,  of 
wheat,  or  feme  other  grain  ; 
but  you  do  not  few  it  in  the 
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feme  form  in  which  it  will 
afterwards  appear  ; 

38  the  ftipreme  Creator* 
gives  it  the  form  he  pleafefc— 
to  every  feed  its  proper  diftin* 
guifhing  farm. 

39  This  dilparity-  alfo.  ob¬ 
tains  in  the  fieih  of  different 
animals— That  of  the  humait 
fpecies  is  otf  one  kind  *,  that 
of  brutes,  ajf  another  j  that  of 
birds,  difltfent  from  all.* 

40-  There  are  likewife  ce- 
leftial  and  terreftrial  bodies  i 
but  the  refpfc&ive  glory  of  out 
and  the  other  is  tdtally  dif¬ 
ferent. 

41  Them  is  the  feme  dif- 
fimilitude  alfo  in  the  different 
fplendor  of  the  fun,  of  the 
moon,  and  of  the  ftars — one 
ftar  alfo  differs  from  another 

r 

in  luftre. 

4  t  Similar  to  this  will  be 
the  refurredion  of  the  pious* 
dead— It  is  fewn  corruptible, 
it  rifes  incorruptible. 

43  It  is  committed' to' the 
ground  in  a  ftate  of  horror : 
i;  rifes  in  glorious  fplendor 
It  is  Town  in  contemptible 
weaknefs  •:  ft  rifes  in  immortal 
vigour. 

44  it  is  Town  an  animal 
fyftem  ;  it  rifes  a  fpiriniat 
fyfteni — there  is  an  animal 
fyftem,  and  there  is  a  fpiri* 
tual  fyftem. 

45  This  the  fcripturt  af- 
ferts— Adam  the  firft  maiv 
was  endowed  with  animal  life : 

the 
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the  lecond  Adam,  with  a  life-  j  twinkling  of  an  eye,  at  the 
giving  fpirit.  I  clangors  of  the  lad  trumpet— 

46  The  fpifitual  however  I  for  a  trumpet  will  found— 
was  not  firft  in  order,  but  the  I  the  pious  dead  fhall  then  be 
animal:  which  was fuccced&dj raifed  incorruptible,  and  the 
by  the  fpiritual.  I  Chriftians,  who  are  then  iiv- 

47  The  firft  man was  formed  ling,  fhall,  without  furring 
from  the  earth,  a  compofition  I  the  pangs  of  death,  be  tranl- 
of  inert  clay— the  fecond  man  I  lated  into  immortality. 

is  an  exalted  fpirit  from  the  I  53  For  this  corruptible  muft 
celeftial  manfions.  I  then  be  cloathed  with  incor- 

48  As  the  firft. man  was- a  I  rtuption :  this  mortal  muft 
compofition  of,  terrene  parti'  I  then  be  invefted  with  immor- 
cieS,  fitch  is  the  tearene  com-  jtality. 

pofition  of  his  dependents* —  I  54  And  when  this  corrup- 
and  as  the  fecond  man  was  of  I  able  frame  is  cloathed  with 
celeftial  extraction,  fuch  is  thel  an  incorruptible  vehicle,  and 
celeftial  extraction  of  his  de- 1  this  mortal  is  veiled  with  im- 
feen dents.  I  mortality;  then  that  paflage 

49  And  juft  as  we  have!  of  feripture  will  be  verified; 
worn  in  the  prefent  ftate  the  I tc  The  tyrant  death  is  com- 
imageof  our  day-formed  pro.  I  pleatly  vanquifhed 

genitor ;  fbwemal!  Tn  a  future  1  55  O  death !  where  is  now 

ftate  wear  the  form  of  our  ce-lthy  fatal  fling  !  O  grave  1 
leftiai  Redeemer.  I  where  are  now  thy  victorious 

50  This,.IaOeru  my  CHri- 1  triumphs ! 

Ilian  brethren,  that  die  prefent  I  56  What  arms  death  with 
animal  and  corporeal  fyftemj its  mvenomed  fling,  is  vice; 
cannot  inherit  the  future  king-  j  and  what  furniihes  vice  with 
domof  God— nor  is  corrup- j  ips  deftruClive  power,  is  the 
tible  mortal  ityfir  ted  to  be  t  lie  1  law. 

heir  of  an  incorruptible  exift- 1  57  But  thanks  be  to  God, 

cnee.  1  .who  hath  given  us^.  complete 

51  Behold  !  I  now  difco- 1  victory  over  thefe  cruel  foes, 

ver  to  you  an  un revealed  doc- 1  thro*  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrifti 
trine  1  We  fhai]  not  pay  the  j  58  Having  therefore  thefe 
common  debt  of  nature ;  but  |  profpfeCls,  my  dear  Chriitia* 
we  fhall  by  a  Toft  transition  j  brethren,  -  do  you  ever  adhere 
be  changed  from  mortality  to  {  with  firm  and  indexible  ftea- 
fmmortality,  I  dinds  to  your  Chriftian  pro- 

52  in  a  moment,  in  the*fcffion;  and  aim  at  continual 

improve- 
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ments  in  it,  from  a  full  per- 1  may  efcorc  me  part  of  my 
iiiafion  that  your  virouoos  la-  [  journey,  wherever  it  may  then 
hours  under  the  gofpel-dif- 1  iie. 

p<*nfation  will  be  finally  re-  j  7  For  I  do  not  purpofe  to 
compenfcd  with  a  glorious  [pay  you  merely  a  tranfient 
reward,  Jvifit — but  I  hope,  with  the 

I  divine  per  mi  (lion,  to  flay  feme 
I  time  with  you. 

CHAP,  XVI.  I  8  At  preftjnt  I  fhall  itfide 

I  at  Ephefus  till  Pentecoft. 

i  A  S  to  the  collection  for  1  9  For  t  have,  in  this  city, 

XX  indigent  Chri- 1  A  tnoft  happy  profoedl  of 
flians  in  Jud&a,  I  would  have  I  being  eminently  ufeful — but 
you  conform  to  the  direc- 1  rtiy  oppofers  are  numerous., 
tions  I  gave  the  focteties  ini  10  Should  Timothy  arrive 
Galatia.  I  among  you,  be  careful  you 

2  Let  every  perfon  lay  by  I  don’t  occafion!  him  any  diflrefs 
fomething  from  the  gains  off  ahd  inquietude  of  mind :  for 
his  occupation,  and  on  thelh’e  is  engaged  in  promoting 
fir  ft  day  of  the  week  depofit  I  the  fame  cauf&  as  myfelf. 

it  in  the  hands  of  the  church’s  I  Ji  Let  no  one  therefore 
treafurer — that  there  may  be  |  tifcat  him  with  difrefpeCt  and 
r.o  collections  when  I  come.  I  edntempt— but  when  he  leaves 

3  On  my  arrival,  to  any  I  yOur  city,  efcbrt  and  difinifs 

perfon  you  fix  upon  I  will  I  him  delighted  and  pleafed 
give  letters  of  reconi menda- 1  with  your  behiviour,  that  he 
tion,  and  depute  them  to  |  may  haften  to  me — for  I  ex* 
carry  your  charitable  contri- 1  peCt  him  with  the  other  Chri- 
butions  to  Jerufalem.  I  ftians. 

4  But  fhould  there  be  any  I  .12  With  regard  to  my 

neeeffity  for  me  to  travel  into  I  brother  Apollos,  I  have  ufed 
Judaea  they  Hull  go  along!  many  entreaties  to  induce  him 
with  me.  I  to  revifit  you — at  prefent  he  is 

§ — 5  I  fully  intend  to  J  entirely  averfe  to  the  thought 
wait  upon  you  when  I  pafsj —  but  purpofes  to  return  to 
th  rough  Macedonia,  for  1 1  y ou ,  when  a  favours  ble  occa- 
fhall  take  that  country  in  my  I  lion  prefents. 
way.  I  §—13  Be  vigilant :  adhere 

6  Perhaps  too  I  may  make  I  to  your  principles  :  behave 
fomc  flay,  if  not  fpend  the  I  as  perfons  endowed  with  man- 
winter  at  Corinth — that  you!  ly  and  folid  under  (landing  : 

Vol.  JI.  G  exert 
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exert  a  vigorous  and  unlhakeo  l  ters  as  thefe  their  deiervcd 
refolution.  [  refpeCt. 

14  Let  all  your  affairs  be  I  19  The  churches  in  Aha 

conducted  with  mutual  bene- 1  Minor  defire  their  affeCfcionate 
volence  and  love.  t  remembrance  —  Aquila  and 

1 5  You  know,,  my  Chri. 1  Prifca*  together  with  the 
ftian  brethren,  that  (he  fa*  I  Chriftian .  church  that  meets 
mily.  of  Stephanas  were  the  t  in  their  houfe,  fend  their  molt 
very  firft  Chriftian  converts  I  refpeCtful  falutations. 

in  Achaia,  and  have  always  I  20  All  the  Chriftian  bre- 
diftinguifhed  themfelves  for  I  thren  Jiere  prelent  their  falu- 
(heir  liberality  and  beneficence  I  ta cions — We  beg  our  moft 
to  the  Chriftian*.  I  affectionate  remembrance  to 

16 1  entreat  you,  therefore,  I  every  one  of  your  fociety. 
that  you  would  pay  a  beco- 1  21  My  kind  remembrance 

ming  deference  to  perfons  of  I  of  you  r  I  write  with  my  own 
(heif  illuftrious  character,  and  I  hand, 
to  every  one,  who  diligently  I  %%  If  a  ‘  certain  perfon  is 
diicharges  the  miniftcrial  J  totally  deftitute  of  all  real  af- 
funCfion.  Ife&ion  for  our  Lord  Jefus 

17  I  am  extremely  glad  at  J  Chri  ft  and- his  gofpel,  let  him 
the.  arrival  of  Stephanas,  Fop- 1  be  devoted  to  perdition  at  his 
tunatus,  and  Achaicus :  for  1  glorious  appearance. 

they  have  abundantly  fuppli-  I  23  May  the  favour  of  our 
od  your  deficiency.  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ever  attend 

1 8  They  have  infilled  a  .  you  1 

pleafing  tranquillity  into  my  24  The  love  of  c  us  here 
mind  and  into  yours  —  fhow  in  our  common  Chriftianicy 
therefore  fuch  worthy  charac- 1  be  with  you  all !  Amen. 

I  St,  Paul's  Amcmutnjh  had  written  to  the  Scanning  of  this,  verfe. 

•  The’  Judai%tr>  who  hadnude  diefe  diflorbahces  iD  their  fociety. 

*AUm%  NS. 
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CHAP.  I.  I  experienced  difHnguifhed  coiL 

_  I  rotations, 

H  TjPV  A.  U  L  by  divine  apT  1  6  For  if  we  conflift  with' 

5-^  pointment  conftyiu- 1  miferies,  h  ifc  that  ypu  may; 

X.  ted  an  apoftle  of  |e- 1  enjpoy  that  confolation  and 
fits  Chrift,  and  Timothy  my  I  belief,  which  *  divinely  im- 
Chriftian  brother,  join  in  our  I  parted  to  you  when  you.  fuf- 
affe&ionare  falutations  to  the  I  tain  the  feme  bufferings  which 
church  of  God  at  Corinth'-- 1  we  fopport— rbr  if  we  are  ani- 
fiacerely  wishing  you,  arid  alt  I  mated  With  divide  comforts, 
Chriftians  in  the  whole  ex- 1  jt  alio'  equally  rebounds  tQ 
tent  of  Achaia,  I  your  confelaKion  and  happi- 

2  evety  favour  and  fehefty  I  neis — fo  that  our  Hope  in  yoUr 

from  God  our  fupreme  pa- J  future  attachment  to  CKrifti- 
rent,  and  from  our  Lord  Je- 1  anity  is  buiTf  oh  the  firmed 
fus  Chrift.  I  balls; 

3  Blefled  be  the  God  and  I  y  being  confcious,  that  as 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus  I  you  fivare  in  thole  fufferings 
Chrift,  the  parent  of  mercies,  |  to  which  yptif  profefliort  ex- 
and  the  donor  of  all  co'nfola*  I  pofefh  you,  you  (hare  alio  in 

tion :  I  chofe  divine  supports  iSc  yifcid- 

4  who  in  all  our  forrows  |  eth; 

Infufeth  into  us  divine  fup- 1  8  Fof  I  Would  not  have 

ports, .  in  order  that  by  me  I  you','  my  Chnftian  brethren, 
confolations  we  ourfel'ves  dc- 1  foie'  the  remembrance  of  that 
rive  from  God,  we  may  be  I  dreadful  feene  of  mifery  in 
enabled,  to  chear  and  animate  J  which  we  were  involved  in 
others  in  all  thei  r  dift  reffes  :  I  Alia  Mmor  -—how  we  were 

5  For  as  through  our  at-  J  overwhelmed  with  fuch  a 
tachment  to  the  Chriftiair  violent  and  irrefiftible  torrent 
caufc  we  have  experienced  of  evils,  as  totally  precluded 
diftinguifhed  lufferings :  fo  '  all  hope  of  our  being  ever 
through  our  attachment  to'  able  to  efcape  from  it  with 
the  Chriftian  caufe  hive  we  life. 

G  ?;  9  But 


84  Pau’s  Second  Epijlle  Chap,  t- 

9  Bot  we  every  where  car-J  guiftd  truths  you  read  —  no- 
ry  about  with  us  the  fentencet  thing,  but  the  undifiembled 
of  death  infcribedl  upon  our  I  principles  you  already  ac- 
perfons,  to  engage  us,  not  toj  knowledge,  and,  1  hope,  will 
confide  m  ourfelves,  but  in  j  ever  have  reafon  to  acknow- 
that  great  Being,  who  will  [ledge. 

reftore  the  dead  to  imrnor- 1  14  And  as  a  u  part  of  you 

rality,  | acknowledged  that  we  are  the 

10  From  this  imminent  |  object  of  your  exultation- 

danger  the  divine  :hand  exrri- 1  fa  wifi  you  He  the  objects  of 
cared  us — doth  now  extricate  I  our  exultation  at  the  glorious 
us  —  and  we  trull  will  ft  ill  I  advent  of  our  Cord  Jelus. 
continue  to  us  hfcs  merciful]  $—*5  CONPfDENT  there- 
Interpofition. :  I  fore  of  theft  your  regards  for 

ti  you  at  Che  feme  time  [me,  1  defigned  feme  time  ago 
contributing  your  friendly  [.to  pay  you  a  vifit ;  that  you 
afiiftarice  to  us  in  the  various]  might  a  fecond  time  enjoy 
dittrefies  we  encounter  by  the  I  that  fatisfaeftion  you  formerly 
ardent .  prayers  you  prefer  to  j  exprefled.  . 
heaven  for  Us  —  fothat  our[:  16  The  plan,  I  then  laid, 
merciful  deliverance,  which  [was  to  take  Corinth  in  my 
fuch  numbers  thus  concur  to  [jway  to  Macedonia — to  revifit 
promote,  ought  juft ly  by]  you  on  my  return  from  that 
them  all  to  be  grirtfcfuUy  ac-  jlcountry —  and  to  be  efcorted 
knowledged.  |;by  you  on  my  journey  into 

1  z  For  ouf  glorying  is  [  judaea. 
this,  the  atteftatipn  *of  our]  if  But  when  I  concerted 
own  eonfcience,  that  our  con-  J  this  fcheme,  was  I  entirely 
dull  among  mankind,  and  liwayed  by  levity  and  caprice  ? 
particularly  among  you,  hath  j— or  were  theft  jny  intentions 
ever  been  free  from  all  arti-]nserdy  the  dilates  of  human 
fice  :  hath  ever  flowed  from  alirtconftancy  and  ficklenels  ? 
pious  integrity  and  probity :  |  18. 1  can.  appeal  to  God, 

was  diverted  of  ail  the  ftodiedltfiat  this  my  declaration  to 
arts  of  human  wiidom,  and  tyou  did  not  proceed  from  any 
actuated  folely  by  the  favour- J  unfteady  and  fluctuating  priii  - 
able  affiftance  of  God.  I  ciple. 

13  For  we  write  nothing  19  For  the  religion  of  Je* 
to  you,  but  the  plain  undif- '  fas  Chrift  the  Son  of  God, 

which 

a  Meaning  the-  party  that  adhered  to  him ,  as  another  had  to  Cepk&, 
metier- to  Jfcllou 
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which  was  propagated  a- 1  authorized  to  promote  your 
mong  you  by  Silvan,  Timo- 1  felicity  and  joy— To  the  pro- 
thy,  and  myfelf,  was  not  a  I  fcffion  of  the  gofoel  you  are 
variable  inconftftent  fyftem ;  I  inviolably  attached, 
but  an  harmonious  uniform  1 

fcheme :  I  Crap,  u,  i.  When  I 

20  For  the  divine,  predic- 1  formed  this  defign  of  revifit- 
tions  are  all  verified  in  him'—  1  ing  you,  I  refolved  in  my  own 
do  all  harmonioufiy  unite .  in  |  mind,  that  my  appearance, 
him  to  the  glory  of  the  fit*  I  among  you  ihould  not  be  at- 
preme  God,  who  hath  corn-  |  tended  with  a  general  forrow 
miilioned  us  to  promulgate  I  and  diftrcfs. 
this  divine  revelation.  I  2  For  if  I  diftreft  you, 

s  i  For  it  is  the  Deity,  who  1  who  is  there  left  to  exhilarate 
hath  by  fuch  ftrong  evidences  I  and  chear  my  mind  when 
combined  you  and  us  into  I  among  you,  but  the  very 
one  Jbciecy  under  (Thrift ;  and  I  perfons,  whom  1  have  invol- 
who  hath  poured  down  upon  I  ved  in  grief, 
us  fuch  a  copious  effufion  of  I  3  The  caufe,  that  induced 
ibpemaairal  endowments.  I  me  to  write  about  that  un- 
22  It  is  the  Deity,  who  |  happy  x  incident,  was,  that 
hath  in  this  illuftrious  man- 1  tlioJe  very  perlbns  at  my  com- 
ner  im prelied  his  leal  upon  j  ing  might  not  be  the  fource 
us,  and  by  inverting  us  with  j  of  forrow  and  wrctchednefs 
l'uch  dtftinguiibed  fpiritual  I  to  me,  from  whom  1  ought 
powers  hath  given  us  a  fignal  I  to  derive  the  fublimeft  plea- 
pledge  of  our  future  immor- 1  fore  and  felicity-^For  I  have 
talicy  w.  I  many  pleating  alTurances  to 

§ — 23  I  can  folemnly  call  I  convince  me,  that  my  parti- 
God  to  witnefs  that  it  was  j  cular  happinefe  is  the  happi- 
foltly  a  principle  of  lenity  and  I  nets  of  you  all.’ 
tendernefs  for  you  that  pre-  I  4  The  letter  I  wrote  you 
vencedroy  coming  to  Corinth.  I  was  di&ated  by  an  heart  over- 
24  Not  that  we  are  privi-  |  whelmed  in  a  flood  of  various 
ledged  to  exercife  an  abiolute  I  bitter  forrow — my  ftreaming 
dominion  over  your  profeffion  I  eyes,  as  I  penned  it,  were 
of  the  gofpel — We  are  only  I  bathed  in  tears  —but  it  was 

I  G  3  not 

w  All  thefe  arguments  the  Apoftle  alledges  to  convives  them,  that  he. 
wa*  not  governed  by  levity  and  caprice  when  he  laid  the  fcheoie  of  v Wiring 
C*  inth,  bat  did  not  afterwards  execute  it. 

*  The  cafe  of  the  inetjlutut  perion. 
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not  to  immerfe  you  in  in-  1 1  For  we  are  no  ft  rangers 
quietude  and  farrow but  to  to  the  various  arts  he  praClifes 
jgive  you  a  ftriking  proof,  how  to  feduce  and  decoy, 
much  you  are  the  diftin-  § — 12  On  my  arrival  at 

guifhed  objects  of  my  ardent  Troas,  ‘  where  I  had  a  fair 
affections.  profpeCt  of  preaching  the 

5  IF  a  y  certain  petfon  Chriftian  religion  with  fuc- 

gayt  me  lineaftnefs?  it  was  Cefs,  the  difappointment  in 
only  a  partial  uneaftnefs, which  not  finding  Titus  my  Chri- 
flowed  from  a  concern  left  1 1  ftian  brother,  whom  1  ardently 
ihould  overwhelm  the  whole  I  expefted,  plunged  me  into 
fociety  in  forrow.  I  fufch  uneafinefs  and  inquietude 

6  The  general  reprehen-  I  of  mind, 

Jioti,  that  was  given  to  fuch  I  13  that  I  haftily  bad  them 
an  offender  by  the  fociety,  is  I  adieu,  and  immediately  fct 
abundantly  fufficient.  I  out  foj*  Macedonia. 

y  Infomuch  that  you  ought  I  14  But  thanks  be  to  the 
rather  to  forgive  and  cohfoie  I  Supreme,  who  continually 
the  unhappy  perfb n ,  left  he  I  maketh  me  -t o  fpread  the 
Ihould  fink  Uftder  the  infup-  |  triumphs  of  the  gofpel,  and 
portable  burden  of  exceflive  I  who  by  my  miniftratkm  dif- 
forrow*  I  fufeth  in  every  place  the  fra- 

8  t  therefore  entreat  you  I  grant  odour  of  the  knowledge 
to  reftore  him  to  a  place  in  |  of  Jefus  : 

your  affeftions.  I  15  For  my  evangelical  mi- 

9  For  What  engaged  me  to  I  niftrations  are  an  Odoriferous 
write  to  you  ebneerning  this  I  oblation  to  God,  both  with 
affair,  waft,  that  I  might  bring  1  regard  to  the  virtuous  and  to 
your  obedience  of  all  my  in-  I  the  abandoned  : 
junctions  tb  a  proper  reft.  I  16  To  the  abandoned,  who 

10  But  the  objjeft  of  your  ]  rejeCt  them,  they  proye  a  mOft 

forgivenefr  becomts  an  ObjeCt  I  fatal  and  pernicious  odour— 
of  mine—  arid  the  forgi  veriefs  I  but  to  the  virtuous,  who  em- 
1  dilpenfe  by  the  authority  I  brace  them,  they  approve 
of  Chrift  is  dilpehfed  for  yoUr  |  themftlves  to  be  the  mofl 
fakes,  that  we  may  not  fall  I  grateful  and  falutary  fragrance 
phder*  the  fubjedion  of  our  I  —and  who  is  equal  to  this 
jnftdious  adverfary  *,  I  arduous  province ! 

ly  For 

7  The  ificejhems  perfon. 

*  By  fat  an  or  advtrfafj  the  Apoftlc  means  the  a'vi]  abettors  of  the  pagt>$ 
fupcrfiitioa. 
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1 7  For  I  am  not  ohe  who 
adulterate  the  word  of  God, 
as  too  many  do,  with  impure 
mixtures :  but  I  promulgate 
the  Chriftian  religion  as  one 
who  is  polTefTed  of  inviolable 
integrity:  as  one  who  is  in- 
veiled  by  God  with  a  divine 
commiilioQ  :  and  as  one  who 

is  confcious  that  he  is  under 

* 

the  perpetual  infpe&ion  of  the 
great  Searcher  of  hearts. 


CHAP.  III. 

a  "PNO  We  begin  again  to 

1  J  commend  ourfelves  ? 
Or  have  we  occasion  for  others 
to  give  us  recommendatory 
letters  to  you  ;  or  for  you  to 
give  us  recommendatory  let¬ 
ters  to  others  ? 

2  You  are  our  epiftle, 
which  we  imprefied  on  the 
tablet  of  your  hearts  in  cha¬ 
racters  plain  and  legible  by 
all  men. 

3  For  it  is  apparent  to  the 
world  that  you  are  Chrift’-s 
epiftle,  written,  by  our  mini- 
ftration,  not  with  ink,  but 
with  the  Spirit  of  the  living 
God — inferibed,  not  on  tables 
of  ftone,  but  on  the  tablets  of 
the  human  heart. 

4  Such  is  the  firm  confi¬ 
dence  we  repofe,  thro’  Chrift, 
in  the  fupreme  Being. 

5  Not  that  we  are  capable 
by  the  exertion  of  our  rational 


powers  to  plan  and  conceit 
fuch  a  fcheme  as  the  Chriftian 
religion-— all  our  ability  to 
preach  and  fprefid  it  is  101617 
derived  from  God  : 

6  who  hath  empowered 
and  qualifidd  us  to  be  mini- 
fters  of  the  new  covenant 
not  the  molhic,  but  the  Chri¬ 
ftian  covenant— ‘for  the  mo* 
faic  pronounced  an  irreveffi- 
ble  fentence  of  death  upon  idt 
tranfgreflors ;  but  the  Chri¬ 
ftian  covenant  holds  forth  the 
palm  of  immortality . 

7  But  if  that  difpenfatforr, 
which  annexed*  death  to  the 
violation  of  it,  and  whofe 
laws  were  engraven  oh  ftbnes, 
was  ulhered  in  with  fuch 
magnificence  and  Iplendor  (a 
fplendor,  that  was  only  de¬ 
signed  to  be  tranfienc  and 
temporary)  that  the  eyes  of 
the  Ifraeiites  could,  not  fup- 
port  the  dazzling  beams  that 
darted  from  the  countenance 
of  Mofes : 

8  How  much  more  efful¬ 
gent  and  glorious  muft  be  the 
luftre  of  the  Chriftian  dilpen- 
fation  1 

9  For  if  that  rigid  and  im¬ 
placable  difpenfation,  which 
condemned  the  offender  to 
death  by  an  irreverfible  len- 
tence,  was  introduced  with 
fuch  ftriking  pomp  and  glory 
—how  infinitely  fuperior  muft 
be  the  ftrong  and  ineffable 
radiance  of  that  dilpenfation, 

G  a  which 
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which  is  replete  with  benig¬ 
nity  and  mercy ! 

zo  But  in  this  refpeCt  the 
glory  that  was  reflected  on 
the  former  difpenfation  va- 
nilhes  into  nothing,  when 
compared  with  the  fuperior 
fplendors  of  the  latter , 

1 1  For  if  that  asconomy, 
which  was  deftined  to  be  fu- 
perfeded  and  annulled,  was 
delivered  with  fuch  an  often  - 
tatious  display  of  grandeur — 
how  much  more  glorious 
muft  be  that  (Economy ,  which 
is  defigned  to  be  for  ever  du¬ 
rable  and  permanent !  • 

X2  Animated,  therefore, 
with  thefe  hopes,  we  ufe  great 
freedom  and  liberty  in  our  ad- 
drefles. 

13  We  are  not  like  Mofcs, 
who  covered  him  lei  f  with  a 
vail— fo  that  the  children  of 
Ifrael  could  not  clearly  lee  the 
end  and  defign  of  a  difpenla¬ 
tion  which  was  intended  to  be 
abrogated : 

14  but  their  rational  facul¬ 
ties  were  involved  in  the  mifts 
of  darknefs — for  to  the  pre- 
fent  day  that  very  vail,  which 
Chrift  hath  removed  and  for 
ever  abolilhed,  continues  to 
enwrap  their  minds,  when 
they  read  the  OidTeftament; 
•and.  ftill  fhrouds  their  under- 
ftandings  in  the  baleful  lhades 

of  obfeurity  and  gloom. 

15  To  this  very  day,  when 
the  law  of  Mofes  is  read  by 
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I  them,  the  vail  remains  upon 
their  hearts, 

1 6  But  when  the  Jews  f ball 
be  converted  to  the  Lord,  the 
vail,  that  now  involves  and 
obfeures  their  minds,  ihall  be 
for  ever  removed. 

17  By  being  converted  to 
the  Lord,  I  mean,  being  con¬ 
verted  to  the  fpiritual  inftitu- 
tion  of  the  goipe! — and  where 
this  fpiritual  difpenfation  of 
God  is,  there  is  the  trueft  li¬ 
berty. 

18  But  we  all,  with  un¬ 
vailed  face,  beholding  the 
glory  of  the  Lord  reflected 
as  from  the  brighteft  mirror, 
are  metamorphofed  into  the 
fame  moral  refembiance  ;  re¬ 
ceiving  continual  accdfions  of 
glory  and  fplendor,  emitted 
from  the  great  indefectible 
fource  of  fpiritual  light. 

Chap,  iv.  1  Being  in¬ 
truded,  therefore,  with  this 
arduous  province  of  difpen- 
fing  the  gofpel  to  mankind, 
as  we  have  been  diitinguilhed 
with  this  fignai  mercy,  we 
do  not  fuffer  ourfelves  to  be 
overcome  •  with  fatigue  and 
languor. 

2  But  wc  have  abandoned 
all  thefe  clandeftine  indirect 
practices — our  conduct  is  not 
actuated  by  any  refined  arti¬ 
fice  and  cunning — neither  do 
!we  fraudulently  tamper  with 
the  word  of  God — but  by  an 
undifguifed  representation  of 

the 
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the  truth  we  lodge  a  folemn  that  accompanies  its  difcovery. 
appeal  with  every  man’s  con-  is  derived  from  God,  and  noc 
fcience  in  thfc  pretence  of  the  from  us. 
great  Searcher  of  hearts.  8  We  are  *  harraffed  on 

3  But  if  our  gofpel  be  ob-  every  fide  with  incumbent; 
feu  re,  it  is  only  obfeure  to  evils ;  yet  not  totally  precluded 

the  profligate  and  abandoned  :  from  an  efcape- — perplexed  ; 

4  The  intellectual  powers  but  not  in  defponding  circum- 
of  thele  obit  in  ate  disbelievers  ftanccs: 

the  god  of  this  world  hath  9  performed ;  but  not  de- 
benighted  in  denfe  and  impc-  ferted— trampled  under  foot  \ 
netrable  gloom — fo  that  even  but  not  doomed  to  perilh : 
the  effulgent  fplendor?  of  the  10  carrying  about  with  us 
glorious  gofpel  of  Chrift,  the  in  our  perlons  wherever  wc 
image  of  the  Supreme,  is  go  a  ftriking  reprefen tation 
not  able  to  pierce  and  difpel  of  the  mangled  deceated  body 
it.  of  Qur  Lord  Jefus — in  order 

5  For  it  is  not  our  interefts  chat  the  viral  energy  of  Jefus 
we  purfuc  in  preaching  the'  may  be  iHuftrioufly  difplayed 
gofpel,  but  the  interefts  of  by  the  frailty  of  our  mortal 
Chrift  Jefus  our  Lord — To  body. 

promoce  chefe  interefts  we  1 1  For  in  this  life  we  are 
profefs  ourfelves  your  fer-  perpetually  expofed  to  death 
yams.  for  our  inviolable  attachment 

6  For  it  is  that  God,  by'  to  Jefus — but  it  is  in  order 
whofe  almighty  mandate  the  that  the  vital  energy  of  Jefus 
light  flrft  fprung  from  chaotic  may  be  confpicuoufly  teen 

darknefs,  who  hath  illumi-  through  the  medium  of  frail 

iuced  our  minds  with  thete  mortality. 

edeftial  truths;  that  we  might  12  So  that  by  preaching 

iiiftufe  in  the  world  that  clear  the  gofpel  death  is  adjudged 

and  glorious  knowledge  of  the  to  us,  but  life  awarded  to 

one  iupreme  God,  which  was  you. 

communicated  to  mankind  by  13  Wc  having  tbe  fame 

Jefus  Chrift.  mental  perfuafion  that  David 

7  But  this  facred  invaluable  had  when  he  uttered  the  fol- 
freajune  is  inclofed  in  a  veflel  lowing  paffages,  “I  am  con- 
of  frail  decaying  fhell —  fo  vinced  of  its  truth,  and  there- 
that  the  ftupendous  power  fore  have  declared  it”— fo  we 

alfo 

*  E»  mxm  5ntC?u*nt.  ctM* Aa  allufion  to  an  arm 
peing  pent  up. 
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a] fo  can  fay ;  we  are  fully  I  invifibleobjedls  are  permanent 
pcrfuadcd  of  the  truth  of  the  I  and  eternal . 
gofpel,  and  therefore  do  we  I  Chap.  v.  i  For  we  are 
publifh  it  to  than  kind.  j  perfuaded  that  after  the  difTo- 

14  Being  confcious  that  I  lution  of  this  irail  terreftrial 
the  B  ng,  who  raifed  our  I  tabernacle,  God  will  provide 
Lord  Jefus  from  the  dead,  I  for  our  immortal  principle 
will  alfo,  through  Jefus,  re- 1  an  ever  durable  eternal  ve- 
animate  our  mortal  body,  and  |  hide  in  the  cekftial  man- 
prelent  us  along  with  you  at  dons. 

his  tribunal.  2  For  in  this  prcient  ve- 

1 5  For  all  things  are  cab  hide  we  groan  under  the  op¬ 

erated  to  filbferve  your  beft  preffive  load  of  mortality,  ar- 
interefh — in  order  that  the  dently  longing  to  be  inverted 
exuberant  benignity  of  God  with  that  fpiritual  ftru&ure, 
difplayed  in  this  divine  dif-  which  awaits  us  in  the  regions 
penfbtion,  may  by  the  grateful  of  immortality, 
acknowledgments  of  many  I  3  Since  being  inverted  with 
redound  to  the  glory  of  the  1  this,  we  ihall  no  longer  be 
fupreme  Father;  I  expofed  to  errors  and  fuf- 

1 6  Animated  by  thefe  mo- 1  ferings. 

lives,  we  fuffer  not  ourfdves  I  4  For  furrounded  with  this 
to  fink  tinder  the  prefiures  of  I  decaying  tabernacle  we  groan 
any  fatigue — buc  though  the  J  under  the  prelfure  of  this 
animal  part  of  our  nature  is  I  mortal  life — not  that  we  are 
exhaurted  and  broken  with  I  delirous  to  be  diverted  of  it — r 
labours,  yet  our  intellectual  I  We  are  rather  defirous  that 
part  is  continually  every  day  our  ceieftial  vehicle  might  be 
more  and  more  enlivened  and  fuperinduced  over  it  •,  that 
invigorated.  mortality  might  by  an  imper- 

'  17  For  our  tranfient  trivial  ceptibk  tranflation  be  abfol- 
affii&ions,  which  are  in  this  ved  in  immortality, 
fugitive  life  but  of  momeft-  5  The  Being,  who  defigned 
tary  duration,  will  finally  pro-  us  bar  the  acquifitionof  this 

£ure  ul  ft  molt  exceffively  j  blefiednefs,  is  the  Deity — who 
irtWienfe  and  eternal  weight  [  bath  endowed  us  with  fpiri- 
of  unutterable  felicity.  I  tual  gifts  as  a  fure  carnert  and 

t$  For  we  afpi re  not  after  |  pledge  of  it.  * 
vifible  but  in  vifible  obje&s —  j  6  We  have  therefore  al- 

for  all  vifible  obje&s  are  fu-  .j  ways  the  moft  undoubted  and 
gacious  and  temporary;  but ,  confciousperfuafion,  that  while 

#  ■  i  '  — 

we 
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we  re  fide  in  this  prefirnt  mor-  I  high  opinion  of  us-:  but  by 
tal  body  we  are  in  a  Hare  of  I  this  declaration  we  afford  you 
exile  from  our  proper  'home,  I  an  opportunity  of  glorying 
which  is  with  God.  1  on  our  behalf— that  you  may 

7  For  our  conduct  is  re*  I  ipe  enabled  to  vindicate  us  a* 
guiared  with  a  view  not  to  I  gain  ft  thofe  who.  wear  an  ex? 
viiible,  but  invifibie,.  objc&s,  j  ternal  fembkhce  of  eXulta- 

8  We  are  allured  of  the  I  tiop,  while  at  the  fame  time, 
fruition  of  this  happinefs,  and  I  tjbejr  are  confcious.  they  have- 
judge  it  infinitely  more  cilgi*  I  no  juft  pretentious  to  it 

ble  to  quit  the  exile  of  the  I  13.  For  if  we  are  urtder  the 
body,  and  to  gain  our  deftme- 1  influence  of  frenzy  and  dif* 
ed  happy  hpme  with  God.  I  tra&ion,  God  is  concerned — * 

9  Having  theft  glorious  I  if  we  are  under  £he  dominion 
profpe&s,  wc  make  it  ogr  I  of  fober  and  fedate  reafon  and 
lludy  and  ambition,  that  whe- 1  reflect  ion,  you  are -concerned, 
ther  in  the  priibn  of  the  body,  14  For  the  love  of  Chrift 
or  enlarged  from  it,  we  may  I  feizeth  .and  pofiefieth  all  our 
be  the  objects  of  his  appix?--!  powers, 

hation.  I  15  when  we  deliberately 

10  For  we  muft  all  make j  reflett,  that  One  perfon  died 

our  appearance  before  the  tri- 1  for-  the  benefit  of  mankind : 
buna]  of  Chrift,  that  every  1  that  confcquently  alj  mankind 
individual  may  be  treated  ac- 1  were  fubje&ed  to  death :  that 
cording  to  the  tenor  of  his  I  he  died  for  the  benefit  of 
refpective  conduit  in  this  life,  I  mankind  chat  mortals  fhould 
whether  it  hath  been  moral  I  not  live  to  themlelves,  but  to 
or  immoral.  I  him,  who  both  died  and  was 

1 1  Confcious,  therefore,  |  nailed  for  their  highest  good, 

of  this  awful  tremendous  e-|  16  Wherefore  being  inter 

vent,  we  labour  with  indefa-  I  netted  in  thefetignal  ble  flings, 
tigable  afiiduny  to  convince! We  for  the  future  know  no 
men  of  the  truth  of  Chrifti- 1  invidious  diftlnfUons  between 
unity  —  To  our  integtity  in  |  perfons  -of  di Serene  nations  : 
this  important  fun£Hon  God  |  and  though  we  have  gloried 
is  witnefs,  and  your  conici- 1  that  Chrift  Was  a  Jew,  yet 
cnccs,  I  flatter  myfelf,  can  I  we  glory  in  this  particular  no 
alfo  atteft  our  integrity.  I  longer. 

1 2  Not  that  we  lavi/h  any  |  17  So  that  if  any  perion 

encomiums  upon  ou riel ves  [  adopts  Chrift  janity,  be  from 
merely  that  you  may  form  an  1  that  moment  begin*  a  new 

creation 
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creation—  The  old  difpenfa-  might  become  the  objects  of 
tions  are  vaniflied— Behold  !  the  divine  benignity, 
a  near  and  perfect  -  renovation  :  Chap,  vi.,  i  We  there¬ 
of  all  things  hath  now  com-  fore,  as  co-operating  with 
menced !  Him,  entreat  you  that  you 

18  But  all  thefe  Bkffings  would  not  receive  this  gra- 
Bow  from 'the  foie  benignity  cious.  difpenfation  of  God 
of  God— who  by  the  million  to  a  fruitlefs  ineffectual  pur- 
of  Jefus  Chrill  hath  reconciled  pofe. 

us  to  himfelf,  and  hath  com-  2  For  God  in  the  prophet 
miflioned  us  to  publhh  among  j  Ifaiah  faith  —  “  In  a  feaion 
mankind  this  conciliating  dif-lthe  molt  opportune  have  I 
penfationv  J  accepted  thy  prayer:  in  a 

19  proclaiming  to  the  (  time  which  required  the  dif- 
world,  that  the  Deity  hath  j  play  of  my  falutary  power 
now  thro*  Chrill:  reconciled  have  I  halted  to  aflift  thee” — 
die  human  race  to  himfelf  —  Behold !  new  is  this  feafon 
that  all  their  former  crimes,  which  God  hath  judged  the 
upon  their  reception  of  the  mod  opportune  :  behold! 
golpel,  will  by  the  Deity  be  now  is  the  time  in  which  God 
totally  expunged  —  and  that  hath  illuftrioufly  di/played 
he  hath  authorized  us  to  pub-  his  falutary  power c, 

lilh  this  conciliating  inftitu-  3  We  make  it  our  por¬ 
tion.  petual  ftudy  to  be  cautious 

20  We  are  therefore,  in  of  giving  any  one  perfon  of- 
the  chara&cr  of  Chrift’s  .am-  fence  in  any  thing—  that  the 

bafladors,  folemnly  deputed  miniftry  may  incur  no  cen¬ 
to  mankind  —  and  as  if  the  fores, 
fupreme  God  himfelf  addref-  4  But  in  the  whole  of  our 
fed  you  by  us,  we  implore  condudl  we  feduloully  drive 
and  conjure  you,  in  behalf  of  to  approve  ourielves  as  the 
Chrift,  be  yc  reconciled  to  miniffers  of  God  by  invinci- 
God.  j  bie  patience,  by  diftreffes,  by 

21  For  that  innocent  per- 1  difficulties,  by  perplexities, 
ion,  who  lived  perfectly  free  I  5  by  fcourges,  by  impri- 
ffom  fin,,  the  Deity  B  treated  I  ihaments,  by  an  unfettled 
as;a  (Inner  for  our  benefit —  I  migration  from  place  to  place, 
in  order  that  we  through  him  I  by  a  deprivation  of  deep,  by 

a  want 

>  By  delivering  him  op  to  death, 

4  This  relates  to  t tejuptf*  ef  die  rime  U  which  the.gofj.-el  wa*  pnblilhed, 


Chap.  vr.  to  the  CoRiNThl  Atfs.  ^ 

a  want  of  the  common  necef-  j  12  You  have  no  reafon  t6 
faries  of  life,  I  complain  of  our  affeftions  for 

6  by  fanftity  of  manners,  I  you  being  narrow  and  con- 
by  an  improvement  in  know-  j  crafted — it  is  you,  whole  af- 
Jtdge,  by  an  unruffled  com- I  feftiom  are  narrow  and  con- 
poiure  under  injuries,  by  a  I  crafted. 

iweet  and  benign  difpolition,  I  .  13  In  order  to  induce  yoi» 
by  a  d  good  heart,  by  undif- 1  to  requite  thefe  our  tender  re- 
fembled  benevolence,  J  gards  for  you,  I  addrefs  you 

7  by  undifgttifed  truth,  by  j  as  an  indulgent  parent  hU 
the  propitious  power  of  God,  j  beloved  children :  entreating 
by  weapons  of  facred  virtue  I  ylou  co  enlarge  your  affeftions 
which  we  grafp  in  our  right  j  for  us, 

hand  and  in  our  left :  J  14  Be  cautious  you  do  not 

8  pafling  through  a  variety  Jaflociate  with  dilbelievers— - 

of  fccnes,  through  honour  and  |  for  can  there  be  any  union 
difhonour  through  rtpUta-  J  betwixt  morality  and  immo- 
tion  and  difreputation ;  treat- j  rality  ?  Can:  there  be  any 
ed  as  impoftors,  yet  confrious  J  concord  betwixt  light  and 
of  our  fmeerity ;  |  dkrknefs  ? 

9  treated  as  ignoble  and  J  15  Can  Chrift  and  Belial 

oblcure,  yet  illuftrious  and  j  mutually  agree  and  harmo- 
renowned  >  as  unworthy  of  I  nlze  ?  What  gonneftion  hath 
exigence,  yet  Hill  in  life; la  virtuous  bdHever  with  an 
barrelled  on  every  fide  with  j  obftinate  dilbeliever  ? 
perfecution,  yet  not  devoted  I  1 6  Can  the  temple  of  God 
to  death  ;  j  be  confiftent  with  the  worlhip 

10  treated  as  gloomy  and  |  of  faUe  deities? — for  you  are 
melancholy,  yet  ever  tranf-  j  the  facred  temple  of  the  living 
ported  with  exultation  and  I  God :  for  God  hath  made 
joy  j  regarded  as  pcrfbns  in  I  this  folemn  declaration  y  “  I 
the  moft  abjeft  poverty,  yet  I  will  refide  in  them :  I  wifi 
enriching  immenle  numbers  \  ]  walk  among  them :  I  will  be 
as  deftitute  of  every  thing,  !  their  God,  and  they  lhail  be 
yet  pofieffing  every  bldfing,  *  I  my  people.’* 

1 1  O  Corinthians  l  our  ad- 1  1 7  Burft  therefore  the  bonds 
drefs  to  you  flows  from  the  j  that*  tie  you  to  dilbelievers, 
moft  afleftionate  tendernefs  :  I  and  break  off  all  connections 

4  !9| 

our  heart  expands  with  the  I  with  them,  faith  God  :  **  Pol- 
fincereft  benevolence  for  you !  *  lute  not  yourfelves  With  thofe 

abomi- 

4  lr  vrtvfttvi  a?ta,  by  a  hofy  ffirit,  by  a  devout  difpolition  or  temper. 
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abominable  impurities,  and  I  ■  Macedonia  our  heart  was  in* 
Will  receive  you  5  j  ceflantly  torn  with  a  tumul- 

18  and  I  will  be  an  indul- j  tuous  variety  of  corroding 
gent  parent  to  you,  and  ever  I  Cares  *—  We  conflicted  with 
regard  you  as  my  fons  and  I  every  form  of  wretchecinefs — 
daughters,  the  objects  of  my  j  •anihout^  we  were  harrafled 
fond  affcftiorns,  faith  the  1  with  the  hotteft  perfecution : 
Lord,”  j  ivitbiff,  we  were  diftrefled 

Chap.  vii.  1  BJeflW  with  I  with  cruel  fears, 
fhefe  promifes,  my  beloved  1 .  6  But  that  Being,  who 
brethren,  let  us  caucioufty  a- 1  fo^hes  the  forro'ws  of  the  de¬ 
void  every  contamination  both  I  jeffced,  infufed  divine  confo- 
perfonal  and  mental,  and  in- 1  lation  into  our  minds  by  the 
violably  maintain  an  holy  pu- 1  arrival  of  Titus, 
rity  of  manners  in  the  fear  of  1 :  7  But  we  will  not  attribute 
God.  lour  reftored  tranquillity  fole- 

§ — 2  Give  us  a  favour- 1  ly  to  his  arrival ;  but  to  thole 
able  reception — We  have  in-  [  comfortable  affu ranees  you 
jured  no  perlbn,  we  have  cor*  1  gave  him — for  he  acquainted 
rupted  no  perfon,  we  have  I  us  with  your  fmcere  attention, 
defrauded  no  perfon.  I  with  your  generous  iamenta- 

I  I.  dp  not  mention  this  as  I  don,  with  your  fervent  zeal 
*  tacit  rdfo&ion  upon  you—  |  for  me  —  an  account,  which 
for  J  have  before  given  you  I  transported  nic  into  the  high- 
the  ftropgeft  afluranCes  that  I  eft  excefles  of  joy. 

QUf  affection  for  you  is  fo  ar-  j  8  For  tho*  I  diftrefled  you* 
doit  and  lincere,  that  we  [by  my  letter  I  do  not  repent 
could  chearftiUy  fpend  all  our  lit  now,  though  my  heart  did 
days  and  our  laft  breath  with  [once  reproach  me  for  it — for 
ypu»  I  l  now  Ice  that  that  letter  only 

4  J  add  reft  ypu  with  great  I  gave  you  a  momentary  uti- 
ftmiliarity  and  freedom— you  paflnefc. 

have  induced  me  to  beftow  1  9  But  now  I  rejoice,  not 
many  deferred  encomiums  I  indeed  that  I  diftrefled  you. 
Upon  you — you  have  infufed  [but  that  your  di  ft  ref?  produ 
ebnfolation  into  my  troubled- 1  oed  a  fmcere  repentance  of 
mind —  your  conduct  infjrires  I  your  former  irregularities — 
me  amidft  ill  my  forrows.  and  [  for  you  were  diftrefled1  with 
fbfferingsr  with  eeftafiry  of  I  regard  to  your  duty  to  God, 
&an forcing  exultation.  I  left  any  puni  ftunent  fhould  be 

$  For  on-  our  arrival  in  finflided  upon  you  by  us. 

10  For 
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j  o  For  the  refuit  of  that 
forrow,  which  concerns  duty 
to  God»  is  a  genuine  repen¬ 
tance  and  reformation,  which 
finally  iffues  in  evexlafti ng 
fa]  vat  ion  —  but  that  forrow, 
which  hath  fecular  mterefts 
for  its  objeft,  iflucs  in  ffoal 
perdition. 

1 1  But  this  forrow  of  yours, 
which  was  occafioned  by  a 
confcious  negledt  of  your  duty 
to  God,  behold  1  what  folli- 
citous  anxiety  it  produced  a- 
mong  you !  what  ftudied  apo¬ 
logies  !  what  felf-indigrtation! 
what  terror!  what  vehemence 

of  defire!  what  zealous  for- 

r 

vour!  what  revenge  a  gain  ft 
yourlelves  for  being  fedqced 
into  thefe  errors ! — You  have 
in  the  whole  of  this  affair  ac¬ 
quitted  yourlelves  in  a  vir¬ 
tuous  and  honourable  man¬ 
ner. 

12  Tho*  I  therefore  wrote 

4 

that  letter  to  you,  I  did  not 
write  it  either  on  account  of 
the  injurious  of  the  injured 
perfon —  but  l  appeal  to  Qod 
that  my  motive  was  to  give 
you  the  ftrongeft  demonftra- 
tion  of  the  lincere  fervency  of 
our  affeftion  for  you, 

13  The  confolatiop  there¬ 
fore  you  derived  from  my 
epiftJe  infpires  us  with  reci¬ 
procal  comfort— and  elpeci- 

ally  were  we  rejoiced  to  foe 
Titus  filled  with  fuch  tranf- 
port  upon  your  account :  for 


JtTntA  ITS. 

the  'regards  you  all  expreffed 
for  him  have  baniifred-  from 
his  mind  every  inquietude. 

14  So  that  I  am  not  alha- 
tned  of  thole  high  encomiums 

in  which  l  formerly  celebra¬ 
ted  your  worth  before  him— 
but  as  we  have  always  eon- 
fciemiouOy  declared  to"  you 
the  truth  i  fo  our:  glorying  of 
you  before  Thus  hath  evin¬ 
ced  itfelf  be  founded  in 
truth. 

15  And  his  affo&ipos  for 
you  are  continually  growing 
ftronger  and  {tauter*,  when 
he  reviews  die  chearful  uni- 
verfal  compliance  of  you  a}l 
With  my  injou&fooa,  and  in 
What  painful  angufth  and  pet* 
turbation  of  mind,  you  firft 
received  him, 

16  Refltfftfons  on  this 
tranfport  me  with  joy,  and 
induce  me  to  place  an  un¬ 
bounded  confidence  fo  your 
fidelity. 

I 

CHAP.  VIU. 

t  /’"Wrjftim  brethren,  we 

cannot  forbear  ac¬ 
quainting  you  with  that  moft 
liberal  contribution,  which 
hath  beet*  made  by  the 
churches  of  Macedonia ; 

2  that,-  fiotwithflflflding 
|  the  fevfre  trial  of  perfisutionf 

they  have  undergone,  and  the 

deep,  poverty  in  which  they 


0 
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are  immerfed,  the?  excefs  of 
joy,  with  which  their  Chri- 
ftian  principles  infpire  them, 
have  prompted  them  to  exert 
themfelves  in  the  raoft  mtini- 
fioent  and  generous  manner. 

3  For  I  can  teftify. .  they 
have  been  chearful  and  volun¬ 
tary  benefactors  to  the  utmoft 
extent  of  their  ability,  nay 
beyond  their  abiliqf. 

4  For  they  *  follicited  us 
with  many  entreaties  that  we 
would  receive  their  charitable 


collection,  and  make  diftri- 
butiotvof  it  for  the  benefit  of 
the  neceffitous  Chriftians  in  I  the  mo 


guilh  you ffe Ives  as  much  for 

your  liberality. 

8  Not  that  l  would,  be 
iinderftood  to  lay  an  autho¬ 
ritative  injunction  upon  you 
’ — I  am  only  defirous  that  the 
exemplary  readinefs  of  others 
Ihould  excite  you  to  give  a  fub- 
(lantial  proof  of  the  genuine - 
hefs  of  your  benevolence. 

9  For  you  ate  no  Grangers 
to  the  amiable  benignity  of 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  that 
tho'  he  poffefied  a  ftation  of 
the  moll  illuftrious  dignity, 
yet  (looped  to  a  condition  of 


Judsea. 

5  fn  this  refpeCt  they  have 
furpafied  our  mod;  (anguine 
hopes  —  for  they  have  not 
only  through  the  will  of  God 
devoted  themfelves  to  the  fer- 
vice  of  Chrift,  but  to  the 

lervice  of  us. 

6  So  that  the  beneficence 
they  difcovered  induced  us  to 
defire  Titus,  that  as  he  had 
already  begun,  fo  he  would 
finiflv  this  charitable  contri 
button  among  you. 

7  Since  therefore  you  are 
diltiriguilhed  for  miraculous 
gifts,  for  an  ability  of  con* 
verfinfg  in  various  languages, 
for  fupenor  knowledge,  for 
your  generous  earneftnefs, 
and  for  your  fingular  regards 

and  affoClion  for  us :  foe  that 

♦ 

you,  on  this  occafion,  diftin- 


jpeu  to  a 
ft  abjeCl 


poverty  for 


our  fakes ;  that  by  his*  indi¬ 
gence  we  might  be  enriched. 

10  I  cannot  but  (peak  my 
fontiments  to  you  freely  on 
this  topic— To  exert  your* 
folves  on  this  occafion  is  highly 
proper  for  you,  who  a  year 
ago  have  begun,  not  only  to 
perform  thefo  charitable  alts, 
blit  to  perform  them  with  pro- 
penfo  and  chearful  difpofiti- 
ons. 

1 1  Do  you  now  therefore 
complete  thefo  contributions 
—rhat  as  you  have  difcovered 
a  very  prompt  difpofition  to 
begin,  you  may  be  alfo  in¬ 
cited  to  accomplish  the  exe¬ 
cution  of  it  according  to  your 
refpedlive  circumftances. 

12  For  if  there  is  but  a 
liberal  generous  difpofition, 
the  Deity  accepts  it  according 
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to  -what  it  can,  not  according  the  focieties  of  Chriftrans,  for 
to  whit  it  cannot  give.  his  integrity  and  labours  :  in 

1 3  I  do  not  mean  that  iii  propagating  the  gofpel. 
order  to  take  off  the  preffure  19  And  not  only  is  he  held 
of  diftrefs  from  Others,  it  in  univerfal  eftcem,  but  he 
Ihould  be  laid  upon  you-r—  hath  been  affociated  with  us, 
but  that  the  ftrideft  rules  of  by  the  fiiffrage  of  the  churches, 
equity  (hould  be  obierved —  -in  the  management  of  this 
that  your  munificence  (hould  collodion  j  which  is,  inftituced 
on  the  prefent  occafion  relieve  to  promote  the  glory  of  God* 
them  under  their  indigencies,  and  to  excite  your  chearfol 

14  that  in  like  circumftan-  charitable  contributions. 

ces,  their  liberality  might  fup-  •  20  In  conducing  this  cha- 
ply  your  exigencies  —in  order  rity  we  will  molt  cautioufly . 
chat  the  ftrideft  equity  in  the  avtoid  .all : juft ,  ccnfures,  and 
reciprocal  communication:  of  give  occafion  to  no  perion  to 
thefe  beneficent  offices  may  be  •  reflect  upon  us  for  an  un¬ 
regarded.  ■  proper  diredion  of  this  great: 

15  As  it  is  written,  “  He  trufL 

that  gathered  much  manna  *  21  We  IhaU  ftudy  tp-zac- 
had  not  a  larger  quantity  than  quit  ourfelves  in  it  with  ho- 
others :  and  he  who  colleded  nour,  not  only  in  the  fight  of 
but  a  little,  had  not  a  lefs  God,  but  of  men. 
quantity  than  the  reft.**  2a  We  have  difparched* 

1 6  Thanks  be  to  God,  who .  along  with  thele  two,  another 

kindled  in  the  brealt  of  Titus  Chriffian  brother  allb,  whole 
*  1'uch  an  ardour  of  aiiedion  adire  diligence  to  ferve  us 
for  you !  wc  have  experienced  on  many 

1 7  For  as  he { received  luch  [  occafions  $  and  who,  on  thi9 
comfort  and  fatisfadion  from  emergency  in  particular,  hath* 
the  vifit  he  lately  paid  you,  lbeWed  lingular  adivity  and 
out  of  his  fervent  regards  for  rcadinefs,  from  a  warm  con-* 
you,  he  is  now,  from  his  own  fidence.  he  repoles  in  you;  . 
voluntary  inclination,  let  out  ;  23  Whether  therefore  you 
upon  a  fecond  journey  to  you*  regard  Titus*  you  arc  to  con- 

18  We  have  lent  along  fidcr  him  as  my  collegue,  en-, 
with  him  another  Chriffian  gaged  in  the  fame  common 
brother,  who  hath  acquired  labours  as  myfelfi— or  whether 
delerved  reputation  among  all  I  our  other  two  Chriffian  bre- 

VOi.  II  H  thren, 

*  Tmvthj  is  the  tree  reading, 
f  See  ckaptrr  »«,  ver,  7. 
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tyiren,  who  are  dong  with  |  and  they  furprize  you  abfo- 
him,  they  are  the  apoftles  of  I  likely  unprepared,  we  fliould 
the  churches,  and  a  diftin-  I  (to  fey  nothing  of  you  your* 
guided  honour  to  the  Chri-  I  fclves)  be  covered  wkh  con* 
ftian  religion.  I  folks*,  when  we  reviewed  the 

,  24  Let  thefe  then  fee,  let  I  confident  eulogies  we  had  for* 
aft  the  churches  fee,  a  demon*  1  raerly  lavifhed  upon  you. 
ftrationof  your  benevolence :  I  5  I.  judged  it  therefore 
and  what  abundant  reafon.  we  I  highly  requifite  to  beg  my 
have  to  glory  in  you*  [  Chrifttan.  brethren  that  they 

Chap.  ix.  1.  With  regard  1  would  fee  out  before  me  on 
to  this  contribution  for  the  I  their  journey  to  you,  and  ac~ 
neofcf&ous  Chriftians  ht  Ju-  |  eompkfh  the  above-mentioned 
data,  it  is. fuperfluoua  for  me  j  coikftion  among  you,,  pre* 
to  urge  any  more  arguments  I  vious  to  my  coming — that  it 
to.  excite  you  to  it,  [  may  be  ready  as  a  voluntary 

2  For  I  have  the:  ftrongtft  1  generous  donation,  and  not 
perfusion  of  yobr  prompt  j  as  a  mean  avaridous  pittance, 
and  generous  difpofitions —  I  6-  For  m  this  refpeft  one 
fb?  Which  I  have  defer vedly  J  may  juftly  apply  the  follow* 
celebrated  you  among  the  ringpailage  of  fcriptuie :  “  He 
Macedonians,  alluring  them  1  that  lows  wkh  a  fcancy  band, 
Achaia  was  ready  few  every  I  reaps,  a  lcanty  harveft :  he 
benevolent  office  Of  th&  kind  I  that  lows  with  a  copious 
ah  year  ago — and  this  account  I  hand,  reaps  a  copious  har- 
eff  your  exemplary  liberality  |  veft.*1 

hath  incited  a  fpirk  of  emu-  j  7  But  let  every  perfongivt 
latibn  in  confiderable  nura-  |  as  his  heart  prompts  and  die- 
befi  60  contribute  to  this  char  !  tstes  to  him — let  his  charity 

rety;  fnotbc  beftowed  with  rduft- 

3  1  have  therefore  difpatcbed  l  ance,  or  extorted  by  necefiky 
the  Chrifttan  brethren  to  you I  —lor  God  lorech  a  ch earful 
at  this  time,  for  fear  our  gio-  [  giver. 

tying,  in  you  in-  this  reipeft  I  8  God  is  abb  to  fhower 
might  be  unhappily  froftra*  j  down  upon  you  every  felicity, 
ted-:  and  in  order,  as  I  men- T  and  at  all  times  tobtefs  you 
tioned  before,  that  your  col*  j  with  inch  affluence  and  fuc- 
leftion  may  be  ready  again  ft  reefs,  that  you.  may  be  abun* 
shy  arrival-:  Ldantly  qualified  to  perform 

-  4  kft,  if  the  Macedonians  I  every  humane  and  benevolent 
fhould  come  along  with  me,  toffice-- 
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9  As  it  is  written:  He  i  liberal  generofityyoo  have  ex* 
hath  dihufcd  the  ft  reams  of  I  prefled  towards  them. 

his  goodnefs  around:  he  hath  ]  15  Thanks  be  to  God  for 

relieved  the  Wants  of  the  ne-  g  his  ineSabte  benignity  ] 
ccflkous :  his  benignity  en-  I  . 
dureth  for  ever.”  1 

10  And  may  that  Being*  |  CHAP.  X. 
who  fupplies  the  huifafidinati  I 

with  feed*  and  the  human  race  1 j  T  Paul  cohjure  you  by  this 
with  the  necefiarfts  of  life*  I  X  inoffenfive  mildnefe  and 

■  B 

profper  your  temporal  in*  I  lenity  of  Chrift,  who,  when 
tcrefts,  and  give  a  bleiflng  to  I  perfonally  prefent  with  you* 

the  generous  efforts  of  your  I  anv  humble  and  uhaffuming* 
beneficence  \  I  but  in  my  abfence  addrels 

1 1  And  may  you  ever  pof-  I  you  with:  t^nlcious  dignity 
feis  fuch  happy  circuraftanees,  1  and  boldnefs : 

as  ihall  enable  you  to  peffih’fn  I  a  I  eamcftly  implore  you* 

every  benevolent  office — adif-  1 1  repeat*  k,  jh« .  you. .would 
pofidon  this*  which  occasions  I  prevent  me  from  exerting  that 
many  grateful  acknowledge  |  authority*  which  I  at  prefent 
ments  to  be  paid  to  the  Su-  I  intend  to  exert  againft  fome 
preme  parent  i  I  (pertain  perfons  among  you* 

1 2  For  this  charitable  coti*  I  who  maintain  that  the  whole 
tribution,  with  which  we  ate  j  of  our  conduit  is  entirely  ac- 
?ntrufted*  doth  not  only  al-  I  tuated  by  fecular  principles, 
leviace  the  diftrefles  of  the  I  £  We  are  cpnverfant  indeed 
indigent  Chriftians  *  but  will  |  With  fceular  things,  but  we 
caufe  the  moft  devout  and  { Ip  read  not  our  concjue&i  with 
fervent  thankfgivings  to  God  I  keular  weapons  < 

from  im me nfe  numbers.  I  4  For  the  weapons  with 

13  For  this  collection  will  (which' we  combat,  were  not 

be  a  means  of  their  glorifying  I  forged  by.  mortal  Jkill — they 
God  for  your  profefled  l  arc  of  celeftia)  temper,  and 

tachtnent  to  the  gofpel  of  I  arc  divinely  endowed  with  it-* 

Chrift*  and  for  your  benevo-  I  neflltible  forcfc  and  energy  to 
lent  contribution  to  them  and  I  demolish  the  ftrong  forts  of 
toothers.  I  pagan  fuperftkion  j 

24  You  will  aUo  focure  a  t  5  They  fobvert  die  VaiA 
fhare  in  their  prayers,  and  the  I  ftrudtures  of  human  philofo* 
firft  place  in  their  affeftions*  I  phy,  and  overturn  every  thing 
on  account  of  that  exceeding  ’  that  arrogantly  exalts  itifeff 

H  2  againft 
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againft  the  fcheme  Which  di- 1  exert  that  power,  of  which 
vine  wifdom  hath  planned —  1  our  letters  reprefent  us  to  be 
and  they  captivate  fend  reduce  1  pofiefled. 
all  the  refinements  of  fpecu- 1  12  For  we  dare  not  com- 

lation  under  an  abfolute  fub-  I  pare  or  elevate  ourfelves  to  a 
je&ion  to  Chrift.  |  level  with  thole,  who  lavifh 

6  And  1  am  prepared  to  I  fuch  extravagant  encomiums 
quell  all  obftinate  difobe- 1  upon  therofelves — but  thofe, 
dience  and  oppofition  to  me,  1  who  affeft  to  meafure  other 
after  you  y  ourfelves  are  re- 1  perfons  abilities  by  the  ftan- 
turned  to  your  forrtierperfedt  |  dard  of  their  own,  and  who 
allegiance  to  the  gofpel.  I  draw  invidious  companions  of 

7  Do  you  ftiffer  youifelves  I  themfelvcs  with  others,  do, 
to  be  fwayed  by  mere  exterior  I  by  this  conduit,  forfeit  ail 
appearances  ?— If  any  perfon  j  pretences  to  wifdom. 

is  confidently  perfuaded  in  t  13  But  we  ihall  notftoop 
his  own  mind  that  he  is  a  true  I  to  ufe  fuch  extravagant  im- 
folloWer  of  Chrift,  let  him  re- 1  meafurable  boafts  —  but  we 
fle&  .that  we  alfo  have  as  well  I  will  aifert,  that  according  to 
founded  pretenfions  to  this  J  the  meafure  of  that  ftandard 
character  as  himfelfi  •  I  which  the  divine  Being  hath 
For  jhould  J  boaft  of  I  allotted  us,  we  have  regularly 
that  power  with  which  our  ]  pfeached  the  gofpel  through 
Lord  hath  irivefted  us,  to  pro-  j  aU  the  intermediate  regions 
mote  edification  among  you,  I  as  far  as  to  your  city, 
and'  not  to  inflict  divine  p.u-  I  14.  For  we  did  not  rapidly 
niihment  upon  you;  I  fhould  |  bound  over  the  interpofing 
not,  in  the  mean  time,  have  j  countries  when  we  came  as 
reafbn  to  be  covered  with  I  far  as  to  you — but  we  regu 
confuflbn.  I  larly  planted  the  Chriftian  re- 

9  I  lay  this,  that  I  may  j  !igion,  in  our  progrefs,  thro’ 
hot  be  deemed  as  one,  who  Jail  the  intervening  fpace  till 
ean  onty  al  arm  you  merely  by  1  ouff  arrival  among  you. 

his  letters:  115  We  do  not  raife  a  proud 

10  For  his  letters,  fays  he,  I  fuperflrufture  on  a  foundation 
are  authoritative  and  fpirited :  I  that  another  -  hath  laid— but 
but  his  perfonal.  pretence  isc.  |  we  flatter  ourfelves  that,  your* 
mean,  and  his  dHcotfrfe  to  the  |  belief  of  the  truth  of  thegoi- 
kft  degree  contemptible.  I  pel  increafing, .  we  (hall  be 

11  Cet  fuch  an  one  con-|  more  univeHally  efteemed,  ac- 

clude  that  we  can  in  perfon  cording 


Chap.  xi.  to  tie  Corinthians. 


cording  to  the  province  al¬ 
lotted  to  us  i 

1 6  lb  as  to  be  enabled  to 
promulgate  the  glad  tidings 
of  Chrillianity  in  the  coun¬ 
tries  that  lie  beyond  you— and 
nor  oftentatioufly  glory  in 
another  perfon’s  province, 
where  I  find  all  things  pre- 
vioufiy  adjufted. 

1 7  But  let  him,  who  glori- 
eth,  glory  in  God  : 

1 8  For  not  he  who  pub- 
lilhcs  Ids  own  recommenda¬ 
tion  meriteth  approbation  and 
confidence  —  but  he  whofe 
character  God  by  ipiritual  en¬ 
dowments  attefts  and  recom¬ 
mends: 

CHAP.  XI. 

i  T  Wilh  you  would  be 

X  candid  to  an  instance 
of  tolly  I  am  going  to  incur 
I  implore  your  kindnels 
and  candour  to  me. 

2  For  I  feel  the  fenfations 
of  tire  ftrongeft  jealoufy  on 
your  account  —  for  I  have 
united  you  only  to  one  per- 
lon,  hoping  to  prefent  you  to 
Chrift  in  chafte  inviolate  pu¬ 
rity: 

3  but  I  am  anxioufly  fol- 
licitous,  left,  as  the  ferpent 
by  his  feduAive  arts  deluded 
Eve,  your  afie&ions  fhould 
alio  be  corrupted  and  alien¬ 
ated  from  the  foie  fidelity 
you  owe  to  Chrift. 
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4  If  the  perlbn,  who  hath 
introduced  himfelf  into  your 
fbcie.cy,  can  preach  another 
Jefus,  whom  I  have  not 
preached  j  or  if  you  can  be 
endowed  by  him  with  Ipiri- 
tual  gifts  different  from  thole 
I  conferred  upon  you  j .  or  if 
he  can  publifh  a  gofpel  diffe¬ 
rent  from  that  which  I  have 
propagated  among  you,  you 
would  be  juftified  rn  allowing 
his  pretension*. 

5  For  I  judge-  myfelf  jn 
no  reipeit  inferior  to  the  moft 
eminent  of  the  apoftl 

6  For  though  in  verbaj 
difeourfe  ipy  -attainments; are 
vulgar,  yet  not  inintelk&uaj 
endowments— -but  all  of  you, 
oi>  all  occafiohs,  have  been 
clearly  convinced  of  my  real 
character.. . 

7  What !  bath  my  conduct 
been  criminal, .  becaufe  I  vo¬ 
luntarily  .degraded  myfelf  in 
order  to  exalt  you  ?  Have  I 
dpne  amifs,  becaufe  I  chofe 
to  be  perfectly  difiateiefted 
in  preaching  the  gofpel  a- 
mong  you  ? 

.  8  From  other  churches  I 
received  a  ftipend,  in  order 
that  my  miniftrations  among 
you  might  be  gratuitous— 
And  when  1  was  with  you, 

and  in  neqellkous  circum- 
ftances,  I  did  not  hang  upon 
any  one  for  a  maintenance  : 

9  for  the  chriftians,  who 
come  from  Macedonia,  re- 

H  2  lievcd 


loa  Faults  Stmd  Epiftte  Chap, xi. 

4 

lieved  me  in  my  indigence — 1  15  It  is  no  aftonilhing  cir- 

lo  that  I  never  have  been,  and  I  cumftance  then,  if  his  mini* 
am  determined  never  will  be,  ifters  perionate  the  minifies 
-burdenfome  to  ahy  of  you.  |  of  virtue — But  their  end  (hall 

10  I  Cad  pledge  my  firm  I  be  according  to  their  works, 
belief  of  Chriftiamty  upon  the  J  $ — 16  Let  no  one,  I  re¬ 
truth  ©f  what  I  now  declare,  I  peat  it,  efteem  me  weak  and 

That  -my  boafting  id  this  re- 1  devoid  of  underftanding  —  I 
(pe&  will  never  be  difproved  I  will  allow  you,  however,  to 
and  refuted  in  the  region  of  I  regard  me  in  this  light,  pro- 
Achaia.  I  vided  you  will  with  candour 

11  But  why  did  I  a<5t  to- 1  permic  me  to  publilh  a  little 
wards  you  in  this  difintereft- 1  my  own  praife. 

ed  manner  ?  Was  it  for  want  I  17  What  I  declare  on  this 
of  affeftiqn  for  you  ? — I  can  I  article  doth  not  flow  from 
appeal  to  God  for-  its  ardour  I  any  explicit  fuggeftions  of  the 
and  finoerity.  I  Spirit — this  preremptory  con- 

i  2  But  the  teafon  that  I  fidence  in  boafting  is  folely 
flow  determines,  and  will  for  I  derived  from  a  principle  of 
ever  determine  me,  to-a£fc  in  I  human  weaknefs  and  error, 
this  manner,  is,  that  I  may  I  ;8  A*  many  have  pa  (fed 
entirely  preclude  all  objec- 1  fuch  extravagant  encomiums 
tions  agamft  me  from  thofe,  |  on  their  temporal  privileges 
who  would  with  rapture  pick  I  and  advantages,  I  am  prompt- 
up  any  thing  to  Ohjed  —  in  I  ed  to  celebrate  mine. 

Order  that,  notwithftanding  I  And  here  I  expe&your 
fheir  extravagant  boafl s ,  they  I  candour — for  being  endowed 
inay  be  found  hate  on  an  e- 1  with  fuch  fuperior  knowledge 
quality  with  me.  I  yourielves,  you  can  eafily 

13  Such  perfbnS  as  thefe  j  bear  with  the  weak  and  un» 
are  falfe  and  fidtltious  apo- 1  intelligent. 

(ties,  artful  and  fraudulent- in- 1  eo  For  you  are  all  patient 
traders,  hypocritically  alfu- 1  fubmiffion,  if  a s  perfon  en¬ 
suing  the  mask  of  the  apofto- 1  ftyves  you  to  his  will  >  if  a 
lie  character*  I  perfon  fleeces  you;  if  a  per 

14  And  no  winder,  when  1  Ton  cajoles  you  out  of  your 
Satan  tiimfelf  -aflhmes  -the  |  property  $  if  a  perfon  domi- 
fbrm  ofan  angel  of  light.  Ineertover  you;  if  a  perfon 

even 

♦ 

i  Alluding  to  what  th$  ftlft  sfyjMt  lttd  tkuife 
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even  offers  you  the  mpft  »bu-  I  owa  coyntry-mety  dangers 
five  infults.  I  from  the  Heathens,  dangers 

2 1  What  induces  me  to  Jin  frequented  tides,  dangers 

recount  the  following  parti- f  in  unfrequented  foUcyqci, 

culars  of  myfclf  is  the  re-  I  dangers  by  fea,  dangers  a- 

proach  that  hath  been  caft  j  mong  pretended  Chriftwas. 
upon  me,  as  if  I  had  nothing!  2  7  Confliding  with  fatigue 
to  fupport  kny  anoftolic  cha-1  and  wearinefs,  with  hunger 
rafter  —  Bht  I  naye  as  juft  1  and  thirft,  with  frequent  want 
pretenfions  to  it,  I  fpeak  it  1  of  fleep,  and  frequent  want 
with  humble  fub  million,  as  j  of  food,  with  cold  and  nake^- 
any  of  my  opponents.  .  1  nefs : 

22  Are  they  original  He- j  28  And  befides  all  thefe 

brews  ?  So  am  1 — Are  t bey  j  external  evils,  my  mind  every 
Ifraelites  i  So  am  1  —  Are  May ,  Internally  tom  and  di- 
they  the  dependents  of  Abra- 1  ftrafted  with upuinftd  aaxseus 
ham  ?  So  am  1.  -  ■  ]  foUicitude  for  all  the  churches- 

23  Are  they  mimfters  of  :  29  What  Ghriftian  is  there 
Chriti  I  fpeak  impnid«Ur  1  dug  betrays  any  uwakgefs, 
ly — I  am  more  entitled  to  that  |4nd  J  am  not  unhappy  on  his 

character — Through  what;  ;  a  ^account  -r-  who  is  them  that 

feries  of  labours.  have  I  pafe-  l  ever  conceives  prejudices .  fe¬ 
ed  \  How  often  have  I  been  3  ^ainft  Chriftk^ity,  and  I 
mangled  with  fcourge9 !  Howl  not  greatly  affefted  with  in- 
often  have  1  been  in  confine- 1  ward  grief  and  uneafinefs, 
mentt  How  often  in  the f  i  30  If  I  am  under  an  ybfo- 
jaws  of  death !  ]  lute  neceffity  of  celebrating 

24  Five  times  was  I  pub- 1  myfelf,  I  will  celebrate  the 
lickly  fcp urged .  by  the  Jews,  I  forrows  and  fidferiag*  %  have 
and  received  each  time  thirty  |  fuftained. 

nine  lafhes.  ,  I  31  I  folenaniy  appeal,  &r 

25  Three  times  1  was!  the  veracity  qf  the  above- 
beaten  with  rods — once  I  was  i  mentioned  particulars,  to  the 
Honed  —  three  times  I  was!  God  and  father  of  our  Lord 
fhipwrecked,  and  was  during  ;|  Jefus  Chrift,  who  is  worthy 
a  night  and  a  day  toiled  at  I  to  be  adored  through  all  the 
the  mercy  cf  the  waves.  I  endlefs  ages  of  eternity. 

2  6  In  my  numerous  jqur- 1  32  In  Dwmafcus,  the  go¬ 

mes  I  have  encountered  dan- 1  Vemor  und er  king  Aretas 
gers  from  rivers,  dangers  from  I  placed  a  guard  at  the  gacds 

robbers,  danger*  from  myl  of  the  city,  with  a  defignto 

H  4  appre- 


i©4 

apprehend  and 
nie: 

33  but  I  was  let  down  in 
a  large  bafket  through  an  h 
aperture  in  the  city  wall,  and 
efcaped  hip  fury. 


P  a  u  l’s  Second  Epiflte 


Chap,  xil, 


CHAP.  XII. 


x  A  Slam  obliged,  in  ©r- 

der  to  vindicate  my- 
to  publHh  my  own  pane¬ 
gyric*  which'  I  dh  with  the 

utipoft  reludtahce,  I  will  par¬ 
ticularly  inlift  on  thofe  vinons 
and  revelations  which  God 
hath  vouchlafed. 

2  About  fourteen  years 
ago  I  knew  A  Convert  to  Chri- 
ftianity,  who  iWas  conveyed  to 
the  third  'heaven-*-  but  whe¬ 
ther  he  was  tranlported  thi¬ 
ther  in  perion,  or  only  |n 
mind,  it  is  impofflble  for  me 
to  determine  God  only 
knoweth  the  manner  in  whicn 
this  was  effected » 

3  5uch  a  perfon  I  knew, 
who  was  fuddenly  conveyed 
into  paraidife —  but  whether 
his  body,  or  fblely  his  mind, 
was  ihatched  in  taithofe  blef- 


affaffinate  I  4  There  he  heard  words 

I  ineffable,  which  it  is  impoffi 
I  bie  for  frail  mortality  to  utter. 

5  Of  the  diftinguilhed 
happiaefs,  with  which  this 
perfon  was  favoured,  I  will 
boaft—  but  I  will  glory  in 
nothing  refpe<fting  mylclf,  ex¬ 
cept  my  fuflerings. 

6  But  (hould  I  chooie  to 
found  my  own  eulogy,  I 
Ihould  not  becrav  any  weak- 

f*  ■  4  J 

nefs  or  folly,  for  I  Ihould  in¬ 
violably  adhere  to  truth — 
but  I  forbear  doing  this,  in 
order  that  no  perfon  may 
eftimate  me  above  my  perio- 

nal  appearance,  or  above  the 
reports  of  human  fame. 

7 ‘ But  left  I  Ihould  be  too 
■much  elated  with  thefe'  mbft 
lingular  and  illuftrious  reve¬ 
lations,  a  5  meflengef  of  Sa¬ 
tan  was  coinmiilioned  to 
wound  and  a(Bi<ft  my  body, 
to  prevent  my  being  inflated 
with  this  diftinguilhed  ho¬ 
nour. 

8  I  therefore  three  timH 


fed  abodes,  I  know  not- 
only  knoweth. 


God 


tarneftly  implored  almighty 
God  that  this  dreadful-  evil 
might  relinquilh  me : 

9  but  he  fatd  to  me — My 
favour  is  fuflkient  for  thee  ’ 
tny  omnipotence  is  more  ib 

luftrioufiy 


k  Aut  •».  Nihil  allad  ioteliigifear  qnazn  foramen  in  mambas  qualia 
h^bebant  multa,  ad  enuturoda  -tela..  Muntuts,  in  mt.  ad  Ptadri  Pal.  1 3. 

p.  42.  Edit.  1  $98! 

1  The  Jews  believed  that  difiaftt  add  HJlimpert  were  inflifled  by  Satan. 
TW»  woman  whom  Seta*  hath  bound,  lo  thefe  cightcenyears.  <haf. 
jdii.  16. 
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luftrioufly  difpiayed  by  thy' 
inability  1  - —  It  is  therefore 
with  confcious  pleafure  that  1 
rather  boaft  or  my  own  in¬ 
ability,  as  the .  irreGftible 
power  of  God .  does,  by  that 
means,  conipicuoufly  appear 
to  reftde  in  me. 

10  It  is  for  this  reafon  that 
I  have  a  placid  fatisfa&ion  in 
my  bodily  infirmities,  amid 
the  infults  1  fuftain,  in  necef- 
iitous  cjrcumftances,  in  per¬ 
fections,  in  the  moft  immi¬ 
nent  dangers,  for  my  Chriftian 
profeffion  —  for  when  I  am 
naturally  unable  to  extricate 
myfelf,  then  1  am  foperna- 

turally  endowed  with  power. 

rt  By  boafting  of  myfelf 
in  this  manner  I  betray  my 
want  of  wifdom  —  But  it  is 
you  who  have  compelled  me 
to  it  —  for  I  ought  rather  in. 
juftice  .to  have  been  com¬ 
mended  and  applauded  by 
you ;  for  I  am  in  no  rripeft 
inferior  to  the  moft  eminent 
of  the  apoftles  —  though  in 
jnyfclf  I  am  nothing. 

12  The  evidences  indeed 
of  my  teal  apoftolicai  charac¬ 
ter  have  been  illuftrioufly 
hibited  among  you  by  my 
fortitude  under  all  the  inju¬ 
ries  1  fuftained,  and  by  the 
ftupendous  operations,  afto- 
niming  miracles,  and  prodi¬ 
gies  of  power  I  effected  a- 
piongyou. 

For  in  what  reipeft 


2  been  inferior  to 

irehes,  except,  that 
extorted  a  mainte* 

Do  forffive 


nance  rrom  yot  ^ 

me  this  injury ! 

§ — 14  Behold!  thiristhe 
third  time  I  have  had  every 
thing  in  readinefs  for  a  jour* 
ney  to  vifit  you  but  1  will 
not  be  burdenfomc  to  you  ; 
for  I  do  not  feck  your  tern*- 
poral  but  your  everlafting  in- 
terefts  —  for  children  ought 
dot  to  accumulate  treafures 
for  their  parents,  but  parents 
for  their  children. 

25  But  with  the  greateft 
tranfport  I  vyould  not  only 
exhauft  all  1  pofiefs,.but  be 
exhaufted  myfelf,  for  your 
immortal  fouls ;  even  tbougjh 
it  fhould  happen  that  the 
more  1  love  you,  the  le&  I 
fhould  be  beloved . 

16  **  But.  allowing,’’  re¬ 
plies  my  opponent,  that  1 
never  extorted  a  maintenance 
from  you — In  this  1  only  d& 
covered  a  great  refinement  in 
cunning,  and  this  fubtil  infir 
dious  artifice  I  pra&iicd  mere¬ 
ly  to  impofe  upon  you. 

17  To  this  I 

I  ever  draw  a^y  money  from 
you  by  any  of  the  meffengers 
I  diipatched  to  you  ? 

.  18  I  defired  Titus  to  wait 
upon  you,  and  font  another 
Chriftian  along  with  him~did 
Titus  aft  with  any  lucrative 
views  among  you  ?  —  Were 

we 


Did 


?o6  P  a  u  t’s  Second  EfdjUe  Chap.  xiii. 

mt  not  jfi  s&ufeted  by  the  | 

fame  principles  i  Did  we  not  I  CHAP.  XIIL 

all  tfcwd  in  the  fame  fteps  ?  1 

F'9  Do  you  imagine  I  am  I  t  F  ■  \H1S  is  the  third  time 
again  apologizing  for  my  not  I  X  lam  coming  to  you 
coming  to  you  in  perfon  ? — 1 1 — By  the  united  tefti  mony  of 
i  fofemnly  declare  in  the  pre- j  *■  two  or  three  witneifes  every 
fence  of  the  Deim,  and  as  a  1  truth  lhall  be  confirmed. 
Chriftian,  that  Ifincerely  im  |  a  I  allured  you  before,  I 
tend  to  vifit  you,  and  to  do  j  now  a/Ture  you.  again,  and 
every .  thing,  my  Chriftian  J  addrefs  myfelf  to  all  of  you, 
friends;  to  promote  your  im- 1  -but  particularly  to  thofe  who 

proveraent.  I  have  been  lately  guilty  of 

ao  For  I  am  afraid  left,  j  fcsndalous  immoralities,  be- 
vhen  1  do  arrive,  I  neither  1  iag  prefcnt  with  you  in  idea, 
fhould  find  ycai  jacb  as  I  wifh,  I  though  abfent  in  perfon ;  1 
tod  that  you  will  find  me  I  folcmnly  allure  you,  at  my 
jkcb  as  you  do  not  wifh  -**•  I J  coming,  I  will  not  fpare  you, 
adi  afraid  left  1  find  you  torn  1  ■  3  fince,  after  all  the  evi- 
nnd  diftrafftd  by  diffeimons*  1  .denats  that  have  been  exhi- 
Cmuktioov  aoimofities,  dif-rjbited,  you  ftill  demand,  a 
cords,  defamation,  fcandai,  I  proof  of  Cbrift  ipeaking  by 
indolence,  and  every  turnup  J  me — though  he  difplayed  his 
tuous  paffidwcv  .  i  d i vine  power  in  fo  iUuftrious 

2 1  l  am  painfully  ‘ anxious  f  a  manner  among  you. 
left,  when  I  come  among  you,  I  4  For  though  Chrift  fuf- 
my  God  fhould  involve  me  j  fered  the  death  of  crucifixion, 
ihihd.acuteft  difirefs  of  mind :  I  in  frail  and  feeble  mortality ; 
tod  left  I  have  too  much  rea- 1  yet  by  the  omnipotent  power 
dba  to  deplore  and  lament  the  I  of  God  he  lives— and  though 
Scandalous,  immoralities  of  f  we  too  fuftain  mortal  fuffer- 
great  numbers,  who  have  not  i  jngs  ty  an  attachment  to 
ytt  totally  abandoned  thofe  j  him,  yet,  by  the  power  of  the 
jnbotranabie  impurities,  thofe  1  Dtity>  we  fhail  fpeod  an  hap* 
debaucheries,  and  .  thofe  libi-  jpy  immortality  with  him, 
dinous  .purfbics,  In  which  i  5  Examine  yourfelves  whe- 
tfapywerc  foroorriy  engaged.  I  cber  you  have  adopted  Chri- 

ftianity : 


*  Mewing  his  letters. 


Chap.  xiii.  to  the  Corinthians*  107 

ftianity  :  Explore  yourfelves  *.  I  tercede  with  God  by  pur 
Cannot  you  difcover,  unlefs  j  prayers, 
indeed  you  have  loft  all  dif-  I  XQ  I  write  thcfe  dungs  to 
comment,  that  J efus  Chrift  I  you,  jn  my  abfence,  that,  when 
is  really  among  you  by  the  I  prefent,  I  may  not  be  obliged 
fpiritual  powers  with  which  .  J  to  ufe  any  jeVere  methods, 
he  hath  endowed  you  ?  I  and  to  exert  that  power  which 

6  I  (latter  myielf  the  leaft  I  Chrift  hath  vefted  in  me  to 
refle&ion  will  convince  you,  j  promote  edification  among 
that  I  am  not  deftitute  of  a  lyou,  not  to  infi&  divine .pu- 
power  to  prove  my  million.  I  nifhments  upon  you. 

7  I  earneftly  beg  of  God,  I  j  1  Finally,  ray  Chtiftiao 
that  you  would  perpetrate  J  brethren,  farewell  i  fie  per- 
nothing  criminal — not  that  1 1  fe&ly  harmonious :  let  your 
want  to  evince  my  power  by  I' minds  be  fobthed  with  confo^ 
an  infliction  of  puniihment  I  lation ;  cherifti  the  fomebe- 
upon  you  for  your  crimes —  I  nevQient  affection  one .  for 
for  I  would  rather  be  regarded  I  another :  live  in  mutual  con- 
as  incapable  of  producing  J  cord ;  and  the  God  «f  xon- 
fuch  proof,  than  you  ihoqld  I  cord  and  love  will  blefc  you ! 
commit  any  thing  finful*  I  12  We  beg  our  moft  af- 

8  For  we  cannot  exert  any  I  foftionate  remembrance  to 

fpiritual  power  to  oppofe,  but  I  every  one  of  your  fociety. 
only  to  advance,  the  progrefs  I  All  the  Chriftian  brethren 
of  truth.  j  here  fend  their  moft  tefpe&ful 

9  We  are  glad,  therefore,  I  falutations. 

when  we  are  deftitute  of  I  13  May  you  all  continue 
power  to  puniih  you,  and  I  to  enjoy  the  favour  of  our 
when  you  are  ftrong  in  Chri- 1  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  the 
ftian  virtue — and  it  is  for  the  I  love  of  Qod,  and  a  commu* 
augmentation  and  perfection  I  nity  of  the  miraculous  gifts 
of  this  ilrength,  that  we  for 1  of  die  Holy  Spirit !  Amen, 


Paul* 


Io8 
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CHAP.  I. 

l  TT  Paul,  who  was  con- 
I  ftituted  an  apoftle,  not 

X  by  human  authority, 
nor  through  any  human  a- 
gency,  but.  by  thfc  fble  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Jefus  Chrift,  and 
of  God  the  fopreme  Parent 
of  the  unimfe,0  who  railed 
him  from  the  grave : 

2  affe&ionately  join  with 
all  the  Chriftians,  who  are 
now  with  me,  in  fincerely 
wi&ing  the  churches  of  Ga¬ 
latia. 

3  every  favour  and  felicity 
from  God  -the  fupreme  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  from  our  Lord  Je- 
fus  Chrift, 

4  who,  in  compliance  with 

the  will  of  God  our  merciful 
Parent,  voluntarily ;  aJTumcd 
our  .nature  to-  extricate  us 
from  our  vices,  and  refeue  us 
from  •  the  corruptions  of  the 
preient .  depraved  and  profli¬ 
gate  age. 

5  May  the  praife  of  the 
Petty,  the  original  author 
of  this  difpenfation,  refound 
through  all  the  rolling  ages 
of  eternity ! 

6  I  am  aftonifhed  you 
Jhould  Ip  quickly  defert  the 
caufe  of-  Chrift,  who  gra- 


cioufly  invited  you  into  fus 
religion j  to  adopt  another  let 
of  principles  : 

7  which  do  not  indeed  e£ 
fentially  differ  from  the  truths 
you  firft  received  —  though 

fome  certain  perlbns  have  la¬ 
boured  to  throw  you  into 

confufion,  and  appear  fo  dc- 
firous  to  deprave  and  pervert 
the  genuine  gofpel  of  Chrift. 

8  But  Ihould  we,  Ihould 
an  angel  from  the  celeflial 
Regions  defeend  and  proclaim 
among  you  a  f'yftem  of  truths 
repugnant  to  thofe  we  pub- 
limed  among  you,  let  him  be 
regarded  as  an  execrable  im- 
^oftor. 

9  Let  me  fblemnly  repeat 
what  I  have  now  aflerted — 
Should  any  being  whatever 
publiih  among  you  a  fee  of 
prineiples  repugnant  to  thofe 
you  adopted,  regard  him  as 
an  execrable  impoftor. 

i  io  For  do  I  now  drive  to 
recommend  myfelf  to  men  or 
to  God  ? — or  do  1  make  it 


my  foie  ftudy  to  fecure  the 
efteem  and  applaufe  of  the 
world  ? — Had  the  applaufe  of 
the  world  been  my  foie  go¬ 
verning  principle,  I  Ihould  not 
have  embraced  the  caufe  of 
Chriftianity  1 

it  l 
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ii  I  folemnly  aflure  you,  i  human  race  for  clearer  inftruc- 
my  Chriitian  brethren,  that  I  tion  in  its  truths  : 
the  joyful  truths  which  were  I  •  17  neither  did  I  imme- 
pubiifhed  by  me  among  you,  I  diately  tarn  back  to  Jeru fa¬ 
il  a  ve  not  an  human  origi-  I  lem,  to  confuk  the  moft  emia> 
rial :  |  pent  among  the  apofUes — buc 

is  for  neither  did  any  hti-  1 1  went  directly  into  Arabia^ 

man  being  communicate  them  Jdnd  from  thence  returned  to 
to  me,  nor  did  I  adopt  them  I  Damafcusv 
from  any  human  inftruttion :  I  18  Three  years  after  this  I 
J  foleiy  derived  them  from  the  I  traveled  to  Jerufalem  to.vific 
relation  of  Jefus  Chrift,  I  Peter,  and  fpent  fifteen  days 

1 3  For  you  are  no  ftrangers  I  with  him  :  . 

to  my  former  rigid  attaclt-  I >9'  and  he  was  the  only 

mem  to  the  Jcwilh  religion —  I  apoftlc  I  did  fee,  except  James 
You  have  heard  with  what- 1  the  brother  of  our  Lord, 
exceflive  virulence  and  fiiry  1 1  '20  For  the  veracity  of  what? 
ravaged  and  perfecuted  the  f  1  -  now  aflert,  I  folemnly  ap-» 
C  hriilians.  I  peal  to  the  great  omnipotent* 

1 4.  You  have  heard  what  1  Searcher  of  hearts, 
proficiency  I  made  in  the!  2t  I,  afterwards^  vifitecS 
ftudy  and  knowledge  of  Ju-lthe  countries  of  Syria  and ‘of 
daifm  above  all  my  co-equals  |  Cilicia, 
and  contemporaries— and  how  I  22  But  I  warperlonally  un4 

zealoufly  tenacious  I  was  of  1  known  to  all  the  fbcieties  ofi 
ihofe  rules  and  injun£tions|  Chriftians  in  Jud®a: 
which  were  tranfmitted  by  our  I  25  they  had  only  heard? 
Jewifh  forefathers.  I  this  report  of  me— that  the1 

1 5  But  when  the  Deity,  I  perfon  who  was  foimplacable 
who  defined  me  from  my  I  and  flaming  a  perfecutor  of 
birth  to  the  apoftolic  •  office,  I. the  Chriftians,was now preaeba 

and  hath  now  gracioufly  in- 1  ing  that  religion  which  he  was 
veiled  me  with  it,  was  pleafed  I  fo  indefatigable  to  crufh  and 

1 6  to  blcfs  me  with  the  I.  extirpate : 

■  difeoveries  of  his  Son’s  gaf- 1  24  and  for  this  my  epn* 

pel,  and,  particularly,  ap- 1  verfion  they  devoutly  glorified 
pointed  me  to  proclaim  its  I  God. 
truths  among  the  Heathens ^  I  Chap.  ii.  z.  Fourteen  years 

upon  my  fupematural  recep- 1  after  this  I- went  up  again  td 
tion  of  this  glorious  fyftem,  I  J  Jerufalem,  accompanied  •  bjr 
did  not  apply  to  any  of  the  |  Barnabas  and  Titus. 


2  This 
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z  This .  journey  I  under- 1  the  Deity  is  no  refpedter  of 
took  in  confoquence  of  anlperfons —  for  thofe  perfons, 
cypreft  diro^oftfrdin  God —  I  Hrho  are  reputed  to  be  inverted 

and*  OH  my  arrival,  io  private  I  with  fuch  fuperior  dignity 

ecksfewpoe  with  feme  of  the  I  and  authority,  did  not,  in 
tooft  enenent  of  the  apofties,  I  any  one  inftancc,  communi- 
lpm*  minute  detail  of  the  I  cate  any  new  inftru&ion  to 
dofbines  I  propagated  among  I  me. 
die  Heathens— being  induced  I  7  So  far  from  this,  that  on 
fo  this,  left*  by  forme  means,  I  the  contrary,  when  they  found 
my  palt  or  prefent  tniiufterial  I  that  1  was  divinely  commit 
labours  ihould  be  rendered  I  honed  to  preach  the  gofpel 
totally  ineffedhiah  I  among  the  uneiratmeifed  in  the 

3 Yet,  notwithftaijiding.  this,  I  fame  manner  as  Peter  was  ap- 
neithnr  Titus,  wha was  then  I  pointed  to  preach  to  the  cir- 
along,  with  me,  and  was  a  I  omeifed : 

Greek,  was  compelled  to  fub- 1  8:  for  the  fame  Being*  who 

suit  to  the  Jewifb  rttc  of  dr- 1  allotted  die  province  of  the 
cumctfion  *,  I  Jews  to  Peter,  affigned  the 

4.  nor  did  I  then  make  the  |  province  of  the  Heathens  to 
feaft  conceffion  to  thofe  in-*-  I  me : 
tmndmg-  falfe  Chriftians,  who  I  p  when  James*  Peter,  and 
officioufly  infinuated  them- 1  John,  who  were  regarded  as 
fehres  into  die  company*  I  the*  grand  pillars  of  the  whole 
merely  as  infidious  fptes  on'  I  fjforie  of  Chrjftianity,  were 
that  uncontfoiukd  liberty  I  Convinced,  that  the  office  of 
Which  we  claim  and  exercife  I  propagating  the  gofpel  among 
under  the  Cbriftian  difpenfei- 1  the  Heathens  was  conferred 
bon,  and.  with  *  vicar  to  fub-  I  upon  me  ;  they  embraced 
jttft'iUU  to-  the  flavery  of  the  I  Barnabas*  and  myfelf,  with 

jabfoic  rituaL  -  I  the-  mo ft  Cordial  affc&ion — 

$  To  thofe  i  did  not  pay  land  it  was  mutually  agreed, 
a  moment’s,  fubmiffion  —  in  t  &at  vie  fhould  plant  the  gof- 
order  that  the  true  genuine  I  pel  among  the  Heathens,  they 
fonplicity  of  the  gpfpeLmight  I  among  the  Jews» 
be  perpetuated  among  yarn  I  •  10  The  only  djre&ion  they 

o  Nor  is  there  any  .  dif- 1  gwre.  us*  was,  that  we  fhould 
fepeMcc  and  fiiftintftton  put  I  promote  a  charitable  contri- 
betweea  myfelf  akid  thofe*  I  bqtion  for  the  benefit  of  the 
v^ho  ace  efkcemed  poffefted  on;  indigent  Chriftians  in  Jud#a 
fuch  diftinguifhederoinencc-*" '  -wwhich  J  immediately  put 
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in  execution  with  the  utmoft  from  his  former  crimes  by 
alacrity.  conformity  to  the  positive  or* 

1  (  But  when  Peter  came  dinances  of  the  law,  but  /blely 
down  to  Antioch,  I  openly  by  his  reception  of  the  gp/pel 
oppofedhim — for  his  conduct  i  Of  Jefus  Chrift,  J  bareem- 
was  highly  worthy  of  cenfure.  I  braced  the  do&rioe  of  CbrH 

1 2  For  be  /at  down  at  the  I  ftianity,  that  I  might  receive, 

rabies  of  the  Heathens ,  with-  [from  this  my  adoption  of  it/ 
out  any  fcruple,  before  fome  j  -the  total  fcmifijpn  pf  vif 
per  Ions  arrived  from  James— fees,  which  1  could  not  derive 
but  upon  their  arrival  he  re-  [  from  the  pofitive  inftitutions- 
ceded  and  broke  otf  this  in-  p  the  law— for  by  the  ©rdi- 
rercourfe  with  them — induced  [  nances  of  the  mofaic  law  fhall 
by  the  dread  of  giving  urn-  [no  perfon  receive  the  abiblu-' 
brage  to  the  Jews  :  I  tion  of  hist  former  guilt. 

1 3  and,  in  confequence  of  j  17  But  if,  when  labouring 
his  example,  all  the  other  J  to  /ecu re  an  acquittal  from  alt 
Chriftian  Jews  gave  into  tbejmy  pa&fias,  I  amjftril  foynd 
fame  mean  difiimulation— -fp!  tx>  perfift  in  the  pwitioe  of 

that  even  Barnabas  was  car- 1  them,  dpth  k  follow  that) 
ried  down  the  common  ftream  j  Christianity  was  defigned-  tot 
of  this  fcrupulous  affe&arl  palliate  and  excufe  lien’s  \n- 
tion.  I  ocs  ?  Ah/urd  and  (hocking 

1 4  But  when  I  faw  how  I  (uppofition  f 

they  dilguifed  and  obfeured  | .  18  For  if  I  rebuild  the  f&t 
the  truth  and  luftre  of  the  |tal  ftru&BFe  whicbl  enee\<&f 
Chriftian  religion,  I  faid  to  I mtifhed, .  i  cfcarly  evince  my 
Peter  before  them  all — If  sown  wideednefs. 
you,  who  are  a  Jew,  can  no- 1  19  For  I  dwd  tq-the  law* 

vcrthelefs  conform,  without  (in  order  th$t  I  might  begUi-o* 
fcruple,  to  the  diet  and  ufages  lnew  life  to  God*  . 
of  the  Heathens ,  can  you,  with!  20  U  figuratively,  expired 
any  confiftency,  compel  the  ion  the  crols  along  with  jefus 
Heathens  to  adopt  the  Jtwijh  [but  am  now  reftored  coli&— 

rites  i  lor  to  fpeafc  mbre  properly*  it 

15  l  myfeif,  who  am  by  f  is  Chrift,  wfio  folely  animate* 

birth  a  Jew,  and  who  did  not  land  enliven  v  tne — the  life  I 
defeend  from  the  immoral  and  1  lead  in  the  ptefent  world  is 
profligate  Heatheas,  I  entirely  fuppprted  .and.  myi* 

1 6  yet  being  convinced  I  gora ted  by  a  firm  belief  in. 
that  a  perfon  is  not  acquitted  *  the  Son  of  God,  who  deigned 
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to  make  me  the  object  of  his 
love,  and  voluntarily  furren- 
dered  himfelf  to  death  for  my 
benefit. 

2 1  I  do -not  annul  2nd  va¬ 
cate  the  gracious  dlfpenfation 
of  God — for  if  a  total  abfb- 
lurioft  from  all  paft  guilt  is 
diipenfed  by  the  law  of  Mo¬ 
les,  it  would  follow  that  the 
death  of  Chrift  was  abfolutely 
prepoftepous  2nd  ufelefs. 


CHAP.  III. 


o 


In  confidence  Gala¬ 
tians  !  who  is  it  hath 
fafeinated  your  minds  ?  what 
magic  hath  diflolved  your  at- 
tachment  to  the  genuine  prin¬ 
ciples  of  the  gofpel  ?  you, 

before  whole  eyes  Jefus  Chrift 
hath  been  exhibited,  agreeably 
to  the  plain  predictions  of  the 
prophets,  as  luipended  on  a 
Crofs. 

2  1  Would  gladly  have  you 
refolve  me  this  j J  Were  you 
endowed  with  spiritual  gifts 

in  confequence  of  your  em¬ 
bracing  the  law,  or  in  cOn- 
fequence.  of  you#  embracing 

the  goffil  ? 

•  3  Are  you  fo  loft  to  all 
fcnfe  of  reflection,  as  firft  to 
ihake  advances  in  a  Spiritual, 
and  now  to  feek  perfection  in 
a  carnal,  dHpenlation  ? 


.  4  Have  you  1  received  1b 
many  diftinguiftiing  privi¬ 
leges  in  vain — fince,  on  your 
preferie  principles,  they  are 
.entirely  vain  and  ufekfs. 

5  He,  who  poured  down 

Upon  you,  fuch  a  copious  ef- 
fuliori  of  the  Spirit,  and  ena¬ 
bled  you  tor  perform  fuch  mi¬ 
raculous  operations,  did  he 
do  it  upon  your  conformity 
to  the  mofaic  fyftem,  or  upon 

your  conviftion  of  the  truth 
of  Chriftianity? 

6  Thus  Abrah.im,  for  ex¬ 
ample;  had  the  fulleft  con¬ 
viction  of  the  Being  of  the 
fupreme  God,  and  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  this  belief,-  all  his 
paft  guilt,  by  an  aft  of  the 
divine  good neis ,  was  totally 
expunged. 

7  Know  therefore,  that  the 
Virtuotfs  believers  of  the  gof¬ 
pel  are  the  genuine  depend¬ 
ents  of  Abraham. 

8  For  the  Spirit,  which 
infpired  the  facred  writers, 
forefeemg  that  God  would 
grant  to  the  Heathens  an 
Univerfai  atnrtefty  of  all  their 
paft  crimes.  Upon  their  em¬ 
bracing  the  gofpel,  commu¬ 
nicated  this  joyful  news  to 
Abraham — aflu  ring  him,^  By 
thee  Ihall  all  the  Heathens  en¬ 
joy  the  moft  illuftrious  blef- 
6ngs.” 

o  It  follows  therefore,  that 

the 
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writers  in  a  weed  f*nfe. 
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the  believers  of  the  gofpel .  been  fhowered  down  upon 
enjoy  this  diftinguifhed  blef- 1  the  Heathens  -t  that  we  Chri- 
fmg  in  common  with  that  I  ftians,  through  oUr  belief  of 
hncere  and  virtuous  believer.  I  the  gofpel,  might  receive 

10  For  every  individual,  I  thofe  fpirisual  endowments, 
who  is.  under  the  mofaic  oei- 1  which  were  fo  anciently  pro-, 
conomv,  is  under  an  execra- 1  mifed. 

tion — for  there  is  this  exprefs  I  15.  I  argue,  my  fellow 
declaration  recorded — **  Cur- I  Chriftians,  upon  principles 
led  is  every  one  who  doth  l  univerfally  admitted  by  all 
not  continue  in  the  univerfal  j  men— -A  covenant,  that  hath, 
practice  of  all  thole  injunc-  I  once  been  folemnly  ratified*- 
r ions  which  are  prescribed  in  I  no  perfon  either  vacates  or 
the  volume  of  the  law”  I  alters. 

1 1  But  that  no  perfon,  who  lid  Now  theie  illuftrious 
is  under  die  law,  Hands  ac- 1  promil'cs  were  announced  to 
quitted  before  God,  is  evi^I  Abraham,  and  to  his  defeen- 
dent  from  this  fcriptural  de- 1  dent — rthe  Deity  doth;  not  ex¬ 
ecration —  “  He,  who  is  ac- 1  prefs  himfclf  in  the  plural* 
quitted  by  a  virtuous  prin- 1  bpt  the  lingular  number— 
triple  of  belief,  fliall  live.”  I  to  thy  defwulent  —  undoubt- 

12  whereas  the  mofaic  law!  tdly  referring  to  the  Mdfiah. 
nnnexeth  no  privileges  to  the  I  17  1  fay,  then,  that  the 
principle  of  belief  — -  but  de- 1  mofaic  law,  which  .was  pro- 
dares,  “  That  the  perfon  I  mulgated  four  hundred  and 
only,  who  aftually  performs  I  thirty  years  after*  doth  not 
its  injunctions*  fh all  by  fuch  I  cancel  this  covenarir,  which 
a  performance  obtain  life;”  |  was  ratified  to  the  Mefiiah  by 

1 3  It  is  Chrift,  who  hath  I  the  Deity;  fo  as  to  fupetfede 

releafed  us  from  that  execra-  land  anniil  this  fignal  promife. 
rion,  to  which  the  law  of  Mb*  I  18  For  if  the  acquiiitibn 
fes  devoted  us,  by  iubmitting  I  of  this  m  bleffing  is  iecured* 
to  be  treated  for  our  fakes  as  I  onlyi  by  the  law  of  Moles,  it 
an  execrable  malefadbor — for  I  would  follow,  that  the  pro- 
it  is  written,  “  Execrable  is  I  mife  did  not  confer  it  —  but 
the  wretch*  who  is  fufpended  I  yet  God  gracioutly  difpenftd 
on  a  tree.”  I  it  to  Abraham  by  an  exprefs 

1 4  So  that  the  bleffing*  I  promife; 

which  was  announced  td  A- 1  29  What  purpofes  was  the 

braham,  hath  by  Chrift  Jefus  1  law  then  calculated  to  fub- 

Vol.  II.  I  ierve  ? 

"  A  total  remiffion  of  fin. 
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jferve  ?  -= —  It  was  cnafted  to  24  So  that  the  law  was  our 
reftrain  and  purfifh  vice  ’till  rigid  and  implacable  tutor, 
that  illuftrious  dependent  whole  ievere  difcipline  was 

ihould  make  his  appearance  defigned  to  bring  us  to  Chrift. 
—It  was  magnificently  uftier-  that  by  our  cordial  reception 
cd  in  by  a  numerous  com-  of  his  gofpel  all  our  prior 
pany  of  angels,  and  Mofes  J  guilt  might  for  ever  be  can* 
afted.  on  this  occafion.  as  i  celled. 


mediator. 

20  But  the  very  term  me¬ 
diator  necefiarily  implies  more 
than  one  party— iand  God  is 
only  one  of  the  parties  here 
concerned. 

2 1  Doth  the  law  of  Mofes, 
therefore,  countefaft  the  pno-; 
mifesof  God  ? — by  no  means ! 
—  For  if  the  law  of  Moles 
was  qualified  to  give  men  the 
hopes  of  Immortality,  then 
indeed  remiflkm  of  guilt 
would  certainly  be  annexed 
to  it,- 

22  But  the  feripture  hath 
considered  all  mankind  in  ge¬ 
neral  as  Quit  up  in  an  inex¬ 
tricable  labyrinth  of  vice,  in 
order  that  the  promifed  * 
blefiing  annexed  to  a  belief 
of  the  do&rines  of  Jefus  Chrift 
might  be  dilpenfed  to  thofe 
who  embrace  them. 

.  23  Before  the  publication 
of  Chriftianity  we  were  fhut 
up  and  confined  in  the  dark, 
and  gloomy  prison  of  the 
law,  'till  the  time  that  the 
glorious  light  of  the  gofpel 
ihould  dart  its  falutary  beams 
among  tt  us. 


25  After  the  Chrifkian  re¬ 
ligion  hath  now  been  intro¬ 
duced,  we  are  emancipated 
from  the  fe vermes  of  our  ar¬ 
bitrary  tutor,  and  for  ever 
vindicated  into  perfedfc  li¬ 
berty.  •' 

26  For  by  our  embracing 
the  doctrines  of  Chrift  Jefus 
we  all  commence  the  fons  o? 
God. 

27  For  as  many  as  have 
been  initiated  into  Chrillia- 
nity  by  baptifm  have  folenin- 
ly  affirmed  the  profefiion  o* 

Itr 

.  28  Under  the  Chriftian 
difpenfation  there  is  no  di- 
ftin&ion  of  Jew  or  of  Greek  . 
none"  betwixt  the  (lave  and 
the  free;  none  betwixt  the 
!  male  and  female — for  you  are 
all  one  individual  harmonious 
fociecy  under  Chrift  Jefus. 

29  Now  fince  you  are  the 
believers  of  Chrift,  it  follows, 
that  you  are  the  genuine  pro  - 
geny  of  Abraham,  and  the 
true  heirs  of  thofe  bleflings 
that  were  promifed  to  him. 

Chap.  iv.  i  Refides,  ar. 
heir,  during  the  time  of  his 

minori'v. 

w 


n  A  total  remiffion  of  ail  paft  fine. 
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minority,  doth  not  differ  frojp  I  that  thou  art  entitled  to  that 
a  Have,  though  he  be  fhe  |  inheritance  which  God,  by 
proprietor  and  lord  of  all :  iChrift,  hath  promifed  to  be* 

2  for  he  is,  then,  uijderlftow. 

the  difeipline  of  preceptors  I  8  You  were  formerly  ig- 
and  governors  ’till  the  period  I  noranc  of  the  one  fupreme 
arrive  that  hath  been  pre- 1  God,  and  pradtifed  a  llavilh 
vioufly  appointed  by  his  fa- 1  fupcrftition  to  0  imaginary 
ther.  I  and  fictitious  deities. 

3  In  like  manner^  we  Jews,  I  9  But  now  after  you  have 

during  our  ftate  of  minority,  j  known  the  true  God,  or  in¬ 
experienced  abjedfc  flaverylfher  have  been  known  by 
under  the  elements  of  an  ini'  I  him,  how  is  ip  you  relapfc 
perfedfc  inflitution :  J  into  mean  and  delpicable  ce- 

4  but  when  the  deftined  J  remonies,  to  which  you  feem 
period  was  complete,  the  I  defirous  again  voluntarily  to 
Deity  delegated  his  Son  from  j  enflave  yourfelves. 

heaven,  who  affumed  human  I  10  Do  you  now  forupu- 
nature,  and  was  ufhered  into  j  Joufly  regard  days  andmonths 
the  world  under  the  mofaic  j  $nd  years,  and  particular  pe- 
difpenfation,  j  riodical  feafofis  ? 

5  in  order  that  he  might  I  1 1  1  am  afraid  left  all  the 
emancipate  thole,  who  were  |  labour  1  have  expended  upon 
groaning  under  its  intolera- 1  you  Ihould  at  lafl:  prove  en- 
ble  burden,  that  we  from  I  tirely  fruiilefs. 

Jlaves  might  be  adopted  into  I  § — 12  My  Chriflian  bre- 
the  privileges  of  fans :  Ithren,  I  entreat  you,  do  you 

6  I*  or  that  you  now  enjoy  J  reciprocally  ftioW  me  .that  af- 
the  exalted  privileges  of  fons>  I  fedtion  ‘  which  I  fin  Cere  ly  che- 
God  hath  abundantly  evinced  I  rilh  for  you — you  have  not 
by  communicating  to  you  I  done  me  the  leaft  injury, 

the  copious  effufions  of  that!  13  You  all  recoiled):  in 
Spirit,  with  which  he  endow-  j  what  bodily  weaknefs  and  in- 
ed  his  Son — which  diredteth  j  difpofition  I  appeared,  vhefi 
you  to  invoke  him  under  the  |  firit  I  publifoed  the  gpjpd 
endearing  character  of  an  in- 1  among  you  : 
dulgent  parent.  I  14  yet  notwithstanding 

7  So  tliat  thou  art  po  I  thefe  disfavoprable  perfona] 
longer  a  Jlave  but  a  fott — but  I  circumftances  you  did  not 
if  thou  art  a  fan,  it  follows, 1  treat  me  with  contempt  and 

1  2  averfiop 

J  Inf  /Of  ftstt  cm*  haw  no  sxljUnce  ih  rupturi* 
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averfion — but  you  welcomed  i  find  you — for,  at  prefent,  I 
me  as  if  I  had  been  an  angel  I  am  greatly  cmbarrafled  about 
of  God :  as  if  I  had  been  Je- J  you. 

fas  Chrilt  himfelf.  I  § — 21  Tell  me,  you  who 

15  What  exalted  enco- 1  are  lb  defirous  to  fubjed  your- 
miums  and  benedidions  did  |  felves  to  the  law,  don’t  you 
you  then  lavifh  upon  me !—  I  read  it  with  attention  ? 

Such  were  the  excefles  of  I  22  For  it  is  there  record- 

your  tranfport,  thatyou  would  j  ed,  that  Abraham  had  two 
then,  I  can  truly  witnefs  for  I  fons,  one  by  a  female  Jlavt, 
you,  if  poffible,  have  pluck-  I  another  by  a  free  woman, 
ed  out  your  very  eyes,  and  I  23  The  Ion,  he  had  by  his 
laid  them  at  my  feet.  j  flave,  was  generated  accord  - 

1 6  And  am  I  then,  after  ]  ing  to  the  ettablifhed  laws  of 
all  this,  regarded  by  you  as  I  nature :  the  fon,  he  had  by 
an  enemy,  merely  for  dccla-  I  the  free  woman,  was  given, 
ring  to  you  the  truth  ?  I  irt  confequence  of  an  exprefi 

17  They  profdfs  the  ten-  I  promife. 

dereft  regards  for  you  —  but  I  24  This  hiftoiy  is  allego- 
it  is  with  a  bale  defign  *,  for  J  rized  by  the  prophet  and 
they  are  defirous  to  exclude  I  the  two  women,  figuratively, 
me  from  your  affections  that  I  reprefent  the  two  covenants 
they  may  entirely  *  engross  I  — Hagar  the  flave  reprefenrx 
them.  |  the  firft  covenant,  which  was 

1 8  A  zealous  p  virtuous  I  publiihed  to  the  Ifraelites  on 

affedion  ought  tb  be  a  con-  I  mount  Sinai,  and  is  produc 
ftanc  uniform  thing,  and  noc  1  tive  of  the  moft  lervile  bon' 
difeover  itfelf  during  only  my  I  dage  and  flavery : 
perfonal  prefence  among  you.  |  25  for  Hagar  reprefents 

19  My  dear  children !  what  Sinai,  a  mountain  in  Arabia, 

excruciating  pangs  fhall  I  a-  and.  correfponds  to  the  pre¬ 
gain  fupport,  *ttll  the  true,  fent Jeruralem, which 
features  of  Chrift  be  impref-  now,  with  all  its  numerous 
led  upon  you 1  fons,  drags  the  galling  chain 

7.0  I*wHh  to  be  now  again  of  fervitude. 
among  you,  and  accommo-  2  6  But  the  free  woman  re- 
date  my  diredion  to  the  cir-  prefen ts  the  fpiritual  heavenly 
cumftances  in  which  1  Ihould  Jerufalem,  which  is  the  in¬ 
dulgent 

P  Er  naxuy  founded  /«  vir/ut.  Not  a  good  man,  as  Lode,  for  then  the 
conftruftion  would  have  been  tit  ru  mm? r. 
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dulgent  parent  of  1  us  Gen- 1  31  We  Gentiles  are  not* 

tiles.  I  my  brethren,  the  children  of 

27  For  thefe  are  the  words  I  the  Jlave>  buc  the' fons  of  the 
of  the  prophet :  “  Indulge  I  free  woman. 

the  warmeft  ecftafies  of  joy,  I  Chap.  v.  i.  Stand,  there  - 
O  thou  barrren  woman  !  I  fore,  immoveable  •  in  that  r 
break  forth  into  the  loudeft  j  liberty,  into  which  Chrift  hath 
acclamations  of  tranfport  and  I  vindicated  you,  and .  do  not 
triumph,  thou  who  never  I  again  tamely  fuhmit  your 
fulbiinedlt  the  pangs  of  child-  I  necks  to  the  yoke  of  flavery. 
birth !  —  for  thou,  who  waft  I  2  I  Paul  ijtrenuoufly  allure 
regarded  as  defolate  and  for-  I  you,  that  i£  you  fobmit  to 
lorn,  art  blefled  with  a  more  ]  circumcifion,  you  forfeit  the 
numerous  progeny  than  her,  I  diftinguifhing  advantage’s  of 
who  was  happy  in  the  con-  I  Chriftianity  : 
jugal  union/’  |  3  I  repeatedly, in  the  nSoft 

28  Wc  Gentiles  then,  my  I  folemn  manner  allure  every 

fellow  ChrilVtans,  are,  like j  perfon  who  is  circumcifed, 
lfaac,  the  children  of  the  pro-  I  that  he  is  under  an  indifoen- 
mife.  I  Able  obligation  to  perform 

29  Befides,  as  he,  who  was  j  every  tittle  of  the  law. 

then  generated  according  to  I  4  You,  who  expe&  remif- 
the  ordinary  courfe  of  nature,  j  fion  from ,  the  law,  for  ever 
perfecuted  him  who  was  ge-  ]  refign  all  your  Chriftian  pri- 
nerated  by  the  extraordinary  j  vileges  —  you  ceale  to  have 
operation  of  God  —  juft  fo  it  j  any  inteteft  in  the  bleffings 
is  now.  j  of  that  gracious  difpenfation. 

30  But  mark  what  was  ;the  I  5  But  as  to  myfelf*,.  I :  chc- 
confcquence,  as  recorded  in  I  rilh  in  my  mind  the  pleafing 
the  following  paflfage — “Eje£t  I  hope  of  total  remifiion,  from 
the  female  Jlavt  and  her  Jon :  j  ijiy  attachment  to  the  gofpel, 
for  the  fon  of  a  Jlave  {hall  not  |  6  For  under  the  Chriftiap 
divide  the  patrimony  with  I  difpenfation  neither  circumci- 
the  fon  of  a  free  woman.”  |  fion  or  uncircumcifion  a re  of 

I  3  any 

1  n*TTcoT  is  not  found  in  fome  of  the  heft.  MSS,  and  is  evidently  not 

O  ^  -  A 

r  Tw  txttHtfutSt  ns  ***v  UA.tr  eu&fcnnis  tt/Jir  wit  CNAavtr  tftr,  Li¬ 
berty,  without  whi,ch  there  is  nothing  good,  nothing!  defiieable  to  mor¬ 
tals.  Plat  arch.  Argejilattf ,  p.  1  lOl .  Edit.  Gr.  tfvo.  Strpbajti.  Ataffnjct.rt 

til  H  ffSTI  TCVf  XWW  >  W  ffVtTJWM*  «r<t£At’j«Tt  V&MS  tfifJUUl  «p©*  t»i*- 

Now  break  your  ponds,  O  ye  mifer&ble,  in  a  with  crett  eye%. 
look  up  to  Libs rty.  Dm,  He/ieor,  vd.  i.  p.  687.  n^dfin. 
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any  avail,  but  only  a  virtuous  j  tainly  be,  devoted  to  deftruc- 
bclief  productive  of  love  and  I  tion. 

*  benevolence.  I  $— 1$  For  you,  my  bre- 

7  You  commdnced  the  j  thren,  have  been  invited  to 
Chriftian  face  with  juft  ap-  j  liberty — only  abufe  not  this 
probation :  who  wa9  it  threw  I  liberty  to  fenfuality  and  licen- 
theffe  obftruftiohs  in  your  I  tioufinefs  ;  blit  praftife  the 
path;  and  diverted  you  from  I  gftfatcft  fubmifllon  and  con- 
the  purfuits  of  truth  ?  I  aefcenfion  to  each  other,  from 

8  Thelentirtienta,  you  have  I  a  principle  of  mutual  benevo- 
been  petftiftded  to  adopt,  were  I  lehce  and  love  : 

hot  taught  you  by  the  perfon,  j  14  For  the  whole  law  is 
Who  firji  publiflxed  the  gofpel  I  Virtually  comprized  in  this 
among  you.  J  tingle  precept — ■“  Thou  (halt 

9  A  little  leaVen  foon  dif-  1  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy- 
fcleth  iti  hoxioUS  quality  thro*  J  felf,” 

the  Whole  mafi;  I  15  *  But  if  you  are  infti- 

10  I  truft  in  God  you  will  j  gated  againft  each  other  by 
Slot  tfjsoufl*  any  ftntirnents  re-  j  mutual  rage  and  rancour 
pugfnttt  thofe  I  inculcated  j  take  heed  left  you  be  involved 
—but  the  petfbhj  Whoever  he  j  In  tbtal  deftrU&ion  by  one 
is*  Who  fcpfeited  all  this  di-  J  another, 

ftUrbance  among  you*  lhall  1  16  What  1  inculcate  upon 

not  efcape  with  impunity.  I  you  is  this — Be  governed  by 
n  If  Ij  my  Chriftian  bre-  I  the  rational  faculties,  and  fol- 
ihtett,  fall  preich  the  neceflity  I  low  not  the  lead  of  your  fen- 
of  circvlrucihon,  Why  do  the  j  jfual  appetites : 

JeWs  continue  to  periecutel  17  for  the  fenfual  appe¬ 
tite  ?  —  If  I  preached  cir- 1  tites  counter  aft  the  didaces 
curticifioh,  the  affair  of  the  j  of  the  rational  powers  \  and 
croft  would  ceafe  to  difguft  j  the  rational  powers  the  fen- 
them.  I  futi  appetites — thefe  act  in 

ti  The  perfon  who  hath  I  contrary  directions  •,  fo  that 
thrown  you  ihto  this  confu-  j  you  do  not  the  adioos  your 
ftoh  *  ought,  and  will  cer-  minds  approve : 

18  But 


*  Alluding  to.  their  mutual  animofitjes.  Ltth. 

*  i u  atotcwrtirlrtf  v/t#*’  Littraliy,  Thofe,  who  hare 

occafioned  this  djfturbatitfe  among  you,  and  w ill  be  destroyed.  H 

is  not  a  wijb  of  the  Apoftle. 

0  MxJ  tr  (Tifor  tTipV  puit  tf>Mt  «ww»  oaa  tar  ulta  tr 

JaxnsSai  «  K)  teHitff  oAutAp.  ffanis  Rtfub,  lib.  g.  p.  jSg. 

tom.  3,4  Serrda, 
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1 8  But  if  you  fiiflfer  your- 1  24  But  the  followers  of 

felves  to  be  entirely  fwayed  I  Chrift  have  crucified  the  ani- 
by  die  guidance  of  reafori,  j  mal  principle  with  all  its  fen- 
you  will  not  fall  under  the  j  fual  affe&ions  and  propenfi- 
animadverfion  of  any  law.  j  tics. 

1 9  For  the  a&ions,  to  which  I  25  Since  therefore  by  the 

our  animal  propenfitics  incite,  I  crucifixion  of  our  animal  na¬ 
me  apparently  theft  5  adul- 1  lure,  our  intelle&ual  part  is 
rery,  debauchery,  impurity,  I  healthful  and  vigorous,  let  us 
lafcivioufBds,  I  regulate  our  conduft  folriy  by 

20  idolatry,  poifoning,  en-  I  its  direction. 

mi  ties,  quarrels,  emulations,!  26  Let  us  not  be  infidgated 
rcfen  tments,  animofities,  dif-  J  by  vain  ambitious  views  :  let 
cords,  difientions,  |  us  not  give  and  return  provo- 

2  r  envy,  murder,  drunken-  j  cations :  let  us  not  envy  one 
nefs,  riot,  and  fuch  like  vices  j  another. 

— which  thoffe  who  perpe-  Chap.  vi.  1  Should  any 
trate,  as  I  have  often  allured  of  you,  my  brethren,  be  bc- 
you,  and  do  now  fofcinnly  re-  trayed  by  his  animal  propen- 
peat  the  affurance,  ihall  for  fines  into  any  thing  criminal, 
ever  be  excluded  from  the  do  you,  who  are  under  the 
pofieflion  of  the  eeleftial  king- 1  guidance  of  the  rational  prin- 
dom.  ]  ciple,  reclaim  and  reduce  him 

22  But  the  genuine  off-  I  to  his  duty  .with  lenity  and 

fpring  of  our  rational  faculties  I  candour — and  be  ever  cau- 
is  benevolence,  joy,  tranquil-  I  tious  thyfelf  left  thou  too 
lity,  equanimity,  benignity  of  [  Ihould  be  feduced  into  vice, 
manners,  fidelity,  lenity,  tem-  2  Do  you  mutually  fuftain 
perance.  one  another’s  burdens;  and 

23  A  gain  ft  fuch  virtues  as  thus  fulfil  the  Chriftian  law. 

thefe  there  never  was  any  law  3  For  if  any  perlbn  arro- 
enadlcd  w.  gantly  imagined  hinjfelf  pof- 

I  4  felled 

% 

*  Eft  quidero  vera  lex  refla  ratio,  naturz  congroens,  diiFufa  m  omnes, 
conftans,  feoipitcma  ;  qua;  vocct  ad  of&ciiun  jubendo;  vetando,  a  fraud c 
deterreat :  quae  tamen  neque  probos  fiuftra  jobet  aut  vetat,  nec  improbos 
jubendo  aut  vetando  movet.  Huic  legi  nec  obrogari  fas  eft ;  neque  dero- 
gari  ex  hac  nliquH  licet;  neque  tota  ^brogari  poteft.-  Ncc  veto  aut  per 
(enatum,  aut  per  populous  folvi  faac  leje  rpoflitjuus .  fjeqae  eft  qiwrcndu? 
explanator  aut  interpres  ejus  alius.  Nqc  erit  alia  lex  ijlamse,  alia  Atheni. ; 
alia  nunc,  alia  pofthac ;  fed  Sc  omnes  gentes,  St  Omni  tempore  nna  Ifcx,  & 
fempiterna,  St  inunutabllis  contiuebit.  Gem  apud  Ltflaniium  dt  vtro  tabu. 
p.  5x5.  Edit.  Sparkt,  Qxvx,  1684. 
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fefled  of  fuperior  attainments,  j  .fonts  itfelf,  of  promoting  the 
when  he  is  entirely  deftitute  |  upiverfal  good  of  mankind, 
of  all  pretenfions  tp  them,  he  1  and  efpeciaily  the  good  and 
is  guilty  of  a  raoJt  miforabje  I  happinefs  of  our  Fellow-Chri- 
felf- deception.  I  ftians. 

4  But  let  evfry  perfon  I  § — ii  You  foe  how  large 
carefully,  explore!  his  own  I  a  letter  1  have  written  to  yo^ 
•  conduct,  and  bring  it  to  the  I  with  my  *  own  hand. 

teft  of  reafpn  ;  and  then  he  I  12  AH  thofe,  who  ftudy 
will  enjoy  the  calp  fatisfac- 1  only  to  make  an  external 
tion  and  applaufo  of  his  own  I  oftentatfous  appearance,  itre- 
heArt.  I  nqoqfly  urge  upon  you  the 

5  For  every  perfon  lhall  Undifpenfable  obligation  of  cir- 

be  accountable  for  hts  own  I  cumcifion,  folely  with  a  view 
conduit.  I  that  they  may  not  expoie 

§ — 6  Let  him,  who  is  in- 1  themfolves  to  perfecution  by 
ftruited  in.  Chriftijnity,  freely  I.  preaching  a  crucified  Mcl- 
con  tribute  to  the;  fupport  of  jifiah, 

his  inftructor.  j  (3  For  they  who  are  cir- 

7  Be  not  deluded  into  fatal  |  cumcifed  themfolves,  do  not 

errors — God  is  not  impofed  I  regulate  their  lives  by  the 
upon— -as.  a  perfon  fows  in  I  rules  the  law  preferibes :  but, 
this  life  he  (hail  reap  in  the  j  at  the  lame  time,  they  are 
next :  I  very  defirous  you  Ihould  fub- 

8  He,  who  foweth  upon  |  mit  tp  circumcifion,  that  they 
his  animal  nature,  lhall  from  1  may  glofy  in  your  compliance 
his  animal  nature  reap  ever-  j  with  this  rite. 

lafting  deftruftion — but  he,  I  14  But  may  God  ever  pre- 
who  foweth  upon  his  rational  j  vent  me  from  glorying  in  any 
nature,  lhall  from  the  gene-  j  thing  except  in  Jefus  Chrift 
xous  foil  of  his  intellectual  na-  pur  Lord,  who  was  fufpended 
turc  reap  the  haiyeft  of  im-  on  a  crofs — By  an  inviolable 
mortality.  attachment  to  whofc  caufe 

9  Let  us  therefore  be  con-  the  world  is  dead  to  me,  ana 
ftant  and  uniform  in  the  prac-  J 1  am  dead  to  the  world, 
rice  of  virtue;  for  we  lhall 

i  •  |»  • 

finally  reap,  a  glorious  harveit 
if  we  perleverc. 

xo  Let  us  therefore  foize 

♦ 

every  opportunity,  that  pre- 

I  1 6  and 

* 


15  For  under  the  Chriftian 
diipenlation  neither  circum- 

cifion  or  uncircumcifion  is  of 

4  « 

any  fignificance ;  but  a  new 
moral  creation : 


*  Because  he  efed  tQ  employ  an  Jaasutrft, 
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1 6  and  all  who  regulate  [  beajr  about  with  me  indelible 
their  lives  by  this  great  fun-  *  fignatures  imprefled  in  my 
damental  ftandard,  may  every  body*  which  evince  me  to  be 
felicity  and  mercy  be  Ihowered  the  fervant  of  my  mafter  Je* 
down  upon  them,  and  upon  fus. 

the  feled  community  of  God. .  18  My  CJhriftian  brethren ! 

17  In  fine,  let  no  perfon  May  the  favour  of  our  Lord 
for  the  future  give  me  di- 1  Jefus  Chrift  ever  attend  you.! 
fturbance  on  this  head — for  1 1  Amen, 

* 

r  'ZriyfULT*  C*su£**  AUodin^  to  the  fignatent  with  which  floats  in 
thofe  days  were  branded -  E %!»*  W  +foawxiTt  tfAMt  *vbf*W*  m  *rw 
<z pyj^rovi  r »f  r oi>  ftnrvTw  rntfuti  eupfb* ag*.  Latrt*  p.  254^  tom. j. 

Edit  .Meibom,  AmfieL  1692.  Hence  we  often  meet  in  the  CUJJScs  with 
from  infer ipta>  and  Apuleius  in  IX*  Calk  Haves  /remits  literati,  &  capillun 1 

femirafi,  &  pedes  annulate. 

•  M _  - 

Tdxrx  rtftus,  iiA  cm  «r* 

/w  TfC'fWj  err*. 

f  htgUdti.  v£  213* 
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chap.  i. 

% 

i  *p|AlJL  conftitmed  by 
1— ^  divine  appointment 

JL  an  apoftle  of  Jefus 
Chrift  to  the  Chriftians  in 
Epbefus,  who  are  convinced 
Of  the  troth  of  the  goipel : 

2  I  affectionately  wifh  you 
every  felicity  from  God  our 
fupreme  Parent  and  from  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift : 

3  Adored  be  the  God  and 
Father  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  who  hath,  by  the 
million  of  Jefus,  enriched  us 
with  a  moft  copious  profulion 
of  all  fpiritual  and  celeftial 

bleflings ! 

4  For  it  was  owing  to  his 
fupreme  goodnefs,  that,  before 
this  world  was  fixed  on  its 
bafis,  he  appointed  us  Gen¬ 
tiles  to.enjoy  the  privileges  of 
Chriftianity,  and  to  be  a  (e* 
led  community  to  walk  before 
him  in  blamelefs  virtue  and 
mutual  benevolence : 

5  Moft  mercifully  he  de¬ 
stined  to  adopt  us  by  Jefus 
Chrift  into  his  family,  promp¬ 
ted  by  his  eftential  beneficence 
and  goodnefs. 

6  An  argument  this,  to 
induce  us  to  celebrate  that 
glorious  benignity,  which  fie 


hath  fo  gracioufiy  imparted 
to  us  through  his  beloved 
Son! 

7  through  whole  fubmif- 
fion  to  death  we  arc  redeemed 
from  the  fervitude  of  vice, 
and  are  blefied  with  the  total 
remiflion  of  all  our  prior  guilr, 
in  confequence  of  the  Deity’s 
exuberant  benevolence  and 
goodnefs  to  us, 

.  8  which  he  hath  fo  iliu- 
ftriou/ly  difplaycd  in  this  dif- 
penfation — in  which  fuch  di¬ 
vine  wifdom  and  contrivance 
are  apparent. 

9  For  a  glorious  fyftem  of 
truths,  hitherto  unrevealcd, 
hath  the  Deity  now  exhibited 
before  us ;  in  confequence  of 
that  benevolent  fchcme  which 
before  all  ages  he  planned  in 

Chrift, 

10  that  When,  in  the  order 
Of  his  difpenfations,  the  ful- 
nefs  of  time  was  arrived,  he 
would,  under  Chrift  as  their 
head,  fummarity  comprize  and 
combine  into  one  col  left  ive 
fyftem  all  in  heaven  and  all 
on  earth. 

•II  To  whom  we  Jews  were 
alfo  allotted  as  part  of  his  ex- 
tenfive  kingdom  j  being  ori¬ 
ginally  appointed  to  this  di- 
ftinguUhing  felicity  by  the 

defianation 
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dcfignation  of  thac  great  Be-  ■  thd .  glorious  fiiprtfhe  Parent 
ing,  who  by  his  irreiiftible  I  of  the  univetie,  that  fca  .you 
energy  cffbdtcch  ail  things  as  I  have  acknowledged  the  truth 
feemeth  belt  to  his  infinite! of  the  Chriftian  religion,  ho 
wifdom.  I  would  communicate  to  you 

1 2  Which  privileges  he  j  all.  uleful  knowledge  and  win- 
conferred  upon  US)  in  order  I  dom  ; 
that  we,  who  are  infpired  with  j  18  that,  ybur  Mental  eyes 
Chriltian  hope,  Jhould  ccle- 1  being  irradiated  with  an 
brate  his  divine  prailb.  . .  I  fionof  divine  lights  you  might 

j  $  You  Gentiles  too,  when  I  have  a  diftin£t .  view  of  the 
you  heard,  through  Chrift,  j  glorious  profpeds  your  ieli<* 
the  joyful  alfurance  of  a  blef- 1  gian  prefents,  .  and  might 
fed  immortality  (a  facred  doc- 1  dearly  difeern  the  ample  and 
trine  founded  in  truth)  and  |  glorious  inheritance,  that  is  in 
adopted  the  gofpel,  had  its  I  reverfion  for  the  vittuoti&ptow 
veracity  ftamped  upon  you  I  fefibrs  of  the  gofpel  j 
with  a  divine  leal  by  the  ef-l  19  and  that,  you . plight 
fufion  of  thofe  fpititual  gift!  I  have  a  full  perception  of  mat 
which  he  promifed  ;  I  ibvereign  and  itmneftfe  energy 

1 4  which  are  a  prefent  I  which  he  hath  difphyttd  with 
pledge  of  our  future  celeftial  I  regard  to  ua  the  believers  of 
inheritance,  defigned  to  make  I  Chriftianity,  when,  by  an 
u$  afpire  after  that  bfcfied  I  exertion  of  his  irrefiftible 
acquisition,  to  the  hope  of  I  power, 

which  the  Chriftiah  redemp- 1  ao  he  raiftdthe  dead  body 
tion  hath  railed  us,  and  to  J  of  Jefus  from  the  tomb, 
engage  us  to  celebrate  the  ]  and  placed  him  on  his  right 
divine  praifes.  I  hand  in  the  edeftud  man- 

15  Being  informed  there- 1  Cons, 

fore  of  your  Heady  attach-  l  21  exalting  him  to  an  emi- 
nient  to  the  gofpel  of  Jefus !  hence  infinitely  fuperior  to 
Chrift,  and  of  your  bene vo- 1  every  the  mdft  illustrious  fta- 
ience  to  all  ChriftianS,  I  don,  dignity,  fupremacy  j  to 

1 6  the  account  hath  filled  I  every  the  tftoft  elevated  degree 
me  with  an  unabating  flow!  Of  diftin&ioni,  that  hot.  Only 
of  the  devouteft  joy,  and  1 J  obtains  in  this,  but  the  future 
fervently  intercede  for  you  m  l  world : 

my  prayers ;  122  ihto  his  hands  the  Deity 

17  earnestly  imploring  the  f  $aih  committed  the  reins  ert 
God  of  our  t>ord  Jefus  Chrift,  I  umverfal  government,  and 
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hath  con ftituted  him  the  fu-.  .  4  But  the  Deity,  whole 

preme  head  of  thfc  church,  j  mercy  is  boundlels  and  inri- 
23  which  maybe  figure-.  I  nice,  induced  by  that  immenfe 
lively  con  fid ered  as  his  body  j  benevolence,  of  which  we  were 
— a  fociety  *  incorporated  by  I  the  happy  objefts, 
him,  who  filleth  tail  the  uni*  I  5  hath,  figuratively  fpeak- 
verfe  with  ail  its  bleffirigs.  I  ing,  reftored  us  to  life. ,  with 
..  Chap.  ii.  1  You  alfo  hath  I  Chrift,  who  are  now  dead  to 

I  ™ 

God  raifed  up  to  life,  now  I  our  former  vices  (it  is  folciy 
dead  to  vice  *  and  tvickednefs :  I  by  the  divine  benignity  that 
2  in  which  you  Gentiles  j  you  are  puc  into  a  dace  of 
were  formerly  irgmerfed  in  I  lalvation) 
compliance  with  the  general  I  6  and  under  the  gofpel 
practice  of  the  prelenc  age,  I  hath  raifed  us  with  Chrift 
conforming,,  with  the  multi-  I  Jefus  from  the  tomb  of  vice, 
tude,  to  the  worihip  of  that  I  and  made  us  aflefibrs  with 
fi&itious b  being,  who  prefides  1  him  in  the  celedial  abodes, 
over  the  air, .  to  whom  the  I  7  This  glorious  fcheme  the 
difbelievers  of  Chriftianity  are  I  Deity  was  pleaied  to  execute, 
fp  zealoufly  attached.  I  in  order  that  he  might  difplay 

.  3  Of  this  unhappy  num-  I  in  all  future  ages  the  fuper- 
ber  we  Jews  too .  all  of  us  I  lative  munificence  of  his  good- 
cnce  formed  a  part,  being  de*  I  nefs,  by „  that  fignal  inftance 
voted  to.  immoral  purfuits,  j  of  benignity  which  he  hath 
following  the  lead  of  every  Ii  exprefied  for  us  by  the  million 
depraved  appetite  and  irregu-  I  of  Jefus  Chrift  : 

Jar  affection,  and  were,  as  |  8  For  by  the  divine  benig- 

the  reft  of  the  Heathens  now  l.nity .  are  you  put  into  a  ftace 
ate,,  the  proper  objects  of  the  I  of  faivation  by  means  of  your 
divine  indignation*  I  embracing,  the  golpcl  — this 

fcheme 

*  eompItt*tst7  cmnplitlo n,  the  entire  and  pcrfeQ  fyftetii :  refer 
ring,  to  the  bulk  and  magnitude  of  that  fpi  ritual  bod?  that  was  collected 
ana  incorporated*  $y  him  who  Jills  0 U  in  all  the  Apoftle  means  God  the 
Father,  Upon  revolving  this  paflagp  I.  am  rather  inclined  to  think,  that 
v/tcLf  in  the  firft  verfe  of  the  next  chapter  is  put  in  conftruftion  with 

*r\Hf6VjdUcV'  The  church  •which  is  bis  body,  'the  ample  at  jfyftm  of  him  who 
fillsth  all  tbs  umvstfs  with  all  blejfings,  ami  fillsth  you,  i«  e,  with  his  gift* 
and  buffings f  being  ttonv  dead  tetrefpayis  and  fins ►  judicet  cruditus  lefior* 

Kfiijw  Ton  $  dead  to  trani^reffions  :  as  in  )  Pet,  ii, 

Who  himfetf  bore  our  fins  in  his  bodv  on  the  tree,  that  we  being  dead  to 
fin  1  ctptaipTuiis  anroyi mpetfei*  might  live  unto  rightcoufnefs . 

*  Jupiter*  See  m j  Jntridu<3h*  U  tj#  Study  and  Knowledge  of  the  Jirm 
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fcheme  is  not  the  effect  of  I  hath  conciliated ;  two  -diftindfc 
human  contrivance — it  is  the  I  nations  into  one  harmonious 
gift  of  God.  I  community,  having  entirely 

9  Nor  did  any  prior  virtu  cl  demolilhed  the  wall,  which 
procure  the  donation  Of  it  — J  formerly  interpofed  betwixt 
l'o  that  no  one  can  bo  aft  off  them  : 

his  having  contributed  any!  1 5  For,  by  his  incarnation, 
thing  towards  its  executi- 1  he  hath  totally  abrogated  that 
on  :  I  fyftem  of  ritual  p'ofitive  ob- 

10  For  we  are  folely  the  1  fervances,  the  fataWourCe  of 

Deity’s  moral  creation,  form*]  implacable  animofity'  and  dif- 
ed  under  the  gofpel  for  vir-  I  COfd,  in  order  that  he  might 
tue,  which  God  originally  I  found  one  new  happy  king- 
riefigned  we  ihould  ever  cul- j  dom  under  himlelf  from  the 
tivace  and  purfue.  I*  Union  of  twoy  by  eftablifhing 

§ — 1 1  For  get  not  there*  j  a  fofid  concord  betwixt  them,’ 
fore  that  you  once  were  Hea- 1  16  and  that  he  might  con- 

thens,  ftigmatized  by  thofe  j  filiate  them,  to  God,  and  in* 
of  the  circumcifion  with  the  I  corporate  them  both  hnoone 
invidious  name  of  uncircum- 1  amicable  •  community,  by 
oiled  Gentiles :  I  means  of  his  crucifixion— *fdt 

12  remember,  that  you  I  by  his  crofs  he  hath  for  ever 
were  formerly  deftitute  of  all  I  deftroyed  all  their  mutual  en- 
knowledge  of  the  Mefliah,  1  rtiicy. 

were  alienated  from  the  com- 1  17  After  his  advent,  there- 

munity  of  Ifrael,  were  per- 1  fore,  he  proclaimed  the  hap- 
fe<ft  ftrangers  to  the  cove- 1  py  news  of  mutual  concord 
na  nts  of  promife,  deprived  of  I  aind  peace  both  to  yo0  who 
ajl  rational  hope,  drftkute  of 1  Were  remote ,  4nd  vs't&ofe  who 
the  knowledge  of  the  one  were  near  his  perfon. 
true  God :  18  For  through  him  we 

1 3  but  now,  by  the  million  both  of  us,  being  endowed 
of  Jefus  Chrift,  you  who  With  the  fame  undiftinguilh* 
were  formerly  removed  to  fach  ing  fpiritual  gifts;  tetve  c  free 
an  infinite  diftance  from  thefcf  accels  to  the  ibprcme  univer- 
privileges  have,  by  the  death]  fal  parent. 

of  Chrift,  approached  within]  19  You  ceftfe  for^thefu- 
the  circle  of  their  influence.  |  tore,  therefore;  to  be  fir  angers 

14  For  it  is  he  who  effects  |  add  foreigners*—  you.  are  dem^ 
this  happy  mutual  union,  who/ zons  of  the  general  commu¬ 
nity 


5  This  denotes  a  date  of  fritnJjbip* 
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pity  of  Ohriftians,  and  Che  |  revealed  truth  now  manifeft* 
dmtffcf  of  God**  family :  f  ed  by  Chrift  Jefus  > 

39  founded  on  that  im-|  5  which  in  former  ages 

moveable  bah*  which  apoftlesl  was  not  difeovered  to  the 
and  preacher*  have  eftabliffi- j  human  race  with  that  clear¬ 
ed,  Jefus  Chrift  being.,  the]  pels  and  precifion  as  it  hath 
great  .corner  ftone,  I  been  imo  revealed,  by  the 

_  ZJ  by  whom  ri(ie  whole  d  J  divine  afflatus,  to  the  apollks 
fabric  being  ftrjnlyuniced  and]  and  preachers  of  the  gofpei ; 
confolidated,  rifeth  into  a  g}o-|  6  namely,  that,  under  the- 

rious  temple  facredj  to  God  :  I  gQfpd-difpenfytion,  the  He  a- 
22  By  whom  ypu  Gentiles  I  Jbens  Ihouid  be  coheirs,  Ihould 
alio  are,  together  with  the  I  be  incorporated  into  the  fame 
Jjtws*  promifeuoufly  formed  ]  body,  and  jointly  participate, 
into  one  common  fpiritugl  1  with  the  Jews>  all  theblef- 
edifice,  dedicated  to  the  Deity,  j  jings  which  God  promifed  by 

I  the  Meiliah. 

I  7  This  is  the  do&rioe  I 
CHAP*  III*  I  am  appointed  to  promul- 

I  gate  among  mankind,  being 
I  T  TPON  this  account  am  j  qualified  for  this  office  by 

\  now  under  con- 1  thofe  miraculous  endowments, 
iinemcRt  for  maintaining  that]  which  were  graciouily  con* 
you  Gentiles  are  interefted  in]  ferred  upon  me  by  the  effica- 
thc  privileges  of  the  gofpei :  I  cious  energy  of  Gpd  : 

%  hnee  you  have  heard]  .8  uppn  me,  who  deem 
that  thia  gracious  cpfpenfation  ]  myfelf  far,  far  inferior  to  the 
And  apoftohe  office  was  con-]  very  leaft  of  all  the  apoftles, 
^rred  upon  me  for  your  be-]  was  this  fignal  favour  con- 
nefit.  (  ferred,  that  I  fhould  publifh 

3  You  have  beep  cold  that  I  among  the  Heathens  the  joy- 

thU  defign  of  jGod«  hitherto  I  fu]  news  of  the  inexplorable 
undifcovered*  was  particularly  JdifFufive  goodnefs  of  Chrift, 
revealed  to  me,  as  l  juft  inti- 1  .9  and  that  I  lhould  exhi- 

xoated  to  you  above  j  I  bit,  before  the  eyes  of  all, 

4  which,  .  if  you  peruie  ]  fuch  a  dear  and  diftiiuft  view 
with  attention,  you  will  easily  1  pf  diefe  privileges,  that  they 
ddbem  the  compreheofive  I  plight  ffifcem  how  much  they 
knowledge  I  have  of  this  uu- 1  are  mutually  interefted  in 

»  thofe 

*  In  an  EpifUe  to  the  Epbtficns  thU  ftriking  fimle  is  ptndiarfy  proper,  as 
the  tmpU  at  Epbrfut  was  pne  of  the  noil  magnificent  fabricks  that  anti¬ 
quity  hath  recorded. 
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thofe  revealed  difeoveries,  you,  according  to  his  moft: 
which  lay  concealed  from  ail  I  glorious  inexhauftible  bene- 
ages  in  the  mind  of  the  Deity,  \  volence,'  the  illumination  of 
who  originally  employed  Je-  |  his  Spirit  to  ftrengthen  and 
fus  Chrift  as  his  inftrument  I  improve  your  rational  and  in- 
in  forming  the  whole  uni- 1  tejleftual  power ^  j 
verle.  I  iy  that,  through  a  fired 

jo  This  glorious  fcheme  I  perfuafion  of  the  gofpeljChrift 
hath  he  now  accomplifhed,  |  might  poflefs  and  occupy 
that,  by  means  of  the  Chri-  f  your  hearts  ^ 
ftian  church  he  hath  erefied,  I  18  that  you  might  ft  and 
the  inexhauftible  wifdom  of  g  immoveably  fixed  on  the  un- 
the  Supreme  might  be  illu- 1  lhaken  foundation  of  mutual 
ftrioufly  difplayed  befonp  all  I  benevolence ;  that  you,  an(| 
the  bldTed  orders  and  ranks  jail  other  Chriftians,  might 
of  being  in  die  ccleftial  re- 1  have  a  clear  and  oatnpifchen- 
giens.  I  live  idea  of  the  breadth,  the 

11  This  glorious  plan  he  |  length,  the  depth,  the  height 
concerted,  from  all  eternity  ^  I  of  the  whole  fabric  of  Cnrt- 
but  hath  new  executed  it  by  Iftianity  , 

Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord ;  I  19  that  you  might  .per- 

12  by  a  reception  of  whole  I  ccive  the  exuberant  love  of 
gofpel  we  are  allowed  to  ap- 1  Chrift,  which  tranfeends  al| 
proach  the  Deity  with  un- 1  our  moft  enlarged  concep- 
(iaunted  freedom  and  confix  I  tions ;  and  that  you  might 

dence.  j  be  filled  w^h  the  plenitude 

15  I  therefore  entreat  you,  I  of  thofe  bltffings  which  the 
that  you  would  not  be  djfpi-  J  unlimited  beneficence  of  God 
rited  by  thofe  afflictions  1  fup- 1  diffufeth  amoqg  ftH  his  crea- 
port  in  your  caufe  *,  which  I  cures, 
ought  to  be  the  fubjeuft  of  I  20  To  that  Being,  who  is 
your  exultation  and  triumph :  I  able  to  confer  upon  us  infi- 
14  on  which  account  I  ]  nicely  greater  bleflings  than 
proftrate  myfejf  in  devout!  we  either  follicit  or  conceive, 
prayer  before  the  Father  of  I  according  to  that  miraculous 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  I  power,  which  he  enabled  u» 

1 5  who  is  the  fupreme  go- 1  to  exert, 

vernor  of  the  whole  collective  J  21  be  gljory  a  (bribed,  in 
family  that  heaven  and  earth  |  the  Chriftian  church,  through 
eompole ;  j  all  the  fuccelfive  periods  of 

16  that  he  would  grant  *  revolving  ages  1  Amen. 

CHAP- 


laS 


to  ihe  EphesIaMs. 


CHAP.  IV* 


Who  am  now  a  pti- 
_  -  forier  for  my  attach¬ 
ment  co  the  Chrifti*fl  caufe, 
entreat  you  to  behave  in  a 
manner  worthy  that  religion 
you  have  embraced  i 

a  conducting  yourfelves 
with  the  greatest  humility, 
lenity, ,  and'  long  -  fullering, 
bearing  with  one  ahother  in 
love : 

.  3  tvdr  ftudious  to  preferve 
an  inviolable  unity  of  affec¬ 
tion,  connected  to  each  other 
by  the  mutual  bond '  of  har¬ 
mony  and  concord. 

4  Regard  yourfelves  as  one 
foie  individual  body*  inform¬ 
ed  by  oflt  mind  -r-  as  you 
have,  by  the  gofpel,  been 
called  to  one  comrhon  hope : 

5  There  is  but  one  re¬ 
deemer;  oHt  gofpel,  one  bap- 

tifmV“ 

6  T*here  is  but  one  God, 

even  thfc  fupreme  Pather  of 
the  uniyerie,  who  prefides 
over  all  things,  wild  pervades 
*U  things,  who  occupies  all 
things. 

7  TO  each  of  Us  are,  re- 
fpeftivcly,  ifriparted  miracu¬ 
lous  powers  according  to  that 
copious  effufion  of  fpiritual 
gifts  which  Chrift  no*,  pro¬ 
portionally,  difpenfes. 


Chap.  iv. 

8  Applicable  to  which  is 
the  following  pafTage  of  the 
p&lmid :  **  He  afcended  in¬ 
fo  the  celeitial  regions :  he 
led  his  captive  enemies  in  tri¬ 
umph  :  he  feattered  rich  do 
nations  among  men.’* 

9  Doth  not  the  word  aft  end¬ 
ed)  in  this  pafTage,  neceflarily 
imply  that  he  descended  firlt 
into  this  fublunary  world  ? 

10  The  Being  who  defend* 
id  from  the  man  lions  of  glo¬ 
ry,  is  the  fame  who  hath  now 
afeended  to  an  exalted  emi¬ 
nence  fuperior  to  the  higheft 
heavens,  in  order  that  he 
ittight  fill  all  things  with  the 
plenitude  of  his  benignity  : 

ft  Accordingly  he  hath 
conftituted  fome  to  be  apo- 
fties,  fome  to  be  preachers, 
others  to  be  evangelifts,  others 
tp  be  pallors  and  irtftruc- 
tors; 

1 2  in  order  to  combine  the 
Chrittians  into  one  compact 
body,  to  promote  the  work 

i>f  thre  miniilry,  and  to  edify 
the  whole  cotle&ive  body  of 
pfofefibrs', 

■  13  until  the  lime  we  fhail 
have  ultimately  attained  to 
an  "  unity  of  belief,  and  to  a 
perfeft  knowledge  of  Chri- 
ftianity  y  till  we  fhail  have 
farmed  a  complcat  perfeft 
fyftem,  and  arrived  at  the 
full  maturity;  vigour,  and 

growth 


*  That  is,  thefe  IpJritu'jd  powers  were  ta?  refiide  asflong  -Chriftians  an  tit 
the  deftruftkal  of  Jernialein,  when  the  Ji-wiJb  polity  was  ditto!  ved* 


Chap. if.  to  tht  EfHtsiA n s.  tt$ 

growth  of  ChriH’s  Ipi ritual  j  great  God,  that  you  would 
body.  |  tor  ever  abandon  thofe  vain 

1 4  This  variety  of  fpiritual  I  and  fantafbic  abfurdities,  td 
gifts  he  hath  now  bellowed,  I  which  the  reft  of  the  Heathens 
that  we  Ihould  no  longer  be  I  are  now  devoted  ; 
children,  fluctuating  with  I  18  whole  reafon  is  ob- 
tvery  wave,  and  veering  a-  I  (cured,  who  are  totally  tA 
bout  with  every  wind  of  new  I  tranged  from  the  divine  life, 
doftrine  that  blows,  dupes  to  |  on  account  of  their  depiora- 
the  juggle  and  flight  of  men,  I  ble  ignorance,  and  that  im- 
and  to  thofe  inlidious  arts  |  penetrable  gloom  that,  covers 
they  pra&ife  to  enfnare  others  |  their  minds  i 

into  fatal  delufions f:  I  19  who  being  loft  to  al) 

15  but  that,  retaining  allenfe  of  lhame  and  virtue, 
fyftem  of  divine  truth  in  mu- 1  have  furrendered  themfelves 
tual  benevolence  and  love,  I  up  to  debauchery,  and  to  the 
we  might  grow  up  into  full  I  infatiable  indulgence  of  every 
and  compleac  maturity  to  I  the  mod  enormous  and  abo- 
Chrift,-  who  is  our  head ;  I  minable  impurity  K 

16  by  whom  the  whole  I  20  But  under  Chrift  you 
fpiritual  body,  being  firmly  I  have  not  learned  fuch  prac- 
compa&edand  mutually  com-  I  tices  as  thefe ; 

bined,  by  means  of  that  nu-  I  2 1  for  you  have  beeii 
triment  which  is  every  where  |  taught  and  carefully  initiated 
diffufed,  grows  up  into  a  I  into  the  divine  truths  and 
compleat  and  perfect  fyftem,  I  do&rines  of  the  religion  of 
each  part,  refpectively,  con- 1  Jcfus, 
tributing  to  conftitute  one  I  22  which  indi (penfably 
beautiful  harmonious  wholes  I  obliges  you  for  ‘ever  to  re- 

§ — 17  I  solemnly  ex- J  nounce  ail  your  former  vi- 
horc  and  adjure  you  by  the  |  cious  purfuits*  and  entirely 

Vol.  II.  K  to 


r  This  admired  paJTage,  fo  defervedly  celebrated  for  its  ffrong  and 
(Viking  language  by  Mr,  BlacbwaUi  is  illuAntted  by  the  following  one  ia 
D  indents  Siculus.  Oi  It  hwwTov  jutrx  mi  # 

faictt  x<tu*£  aifttftK  x  T*F  nty\S<*9  turns** 

ttxpioet*  urotwt  rotsi  jUdrSeLnvfrUi  f  ^  v*e  ^X*5  ttvrmf 
Tot  erxm  Cm  tr&p&i  yuQ^anu ,  $  WiSm  a Svtx^ttas 
ci7iosi.t  Cfjoaivi  -  DM*  Siculus,  tom*  t ,  p.  143,  Edit .\fVeJJeling.  Amftcl. 
1 J  4^  * 

%  This  exhibits  a  failhfui  but  Jhozldng  picture  of  the  ftate  of  the  Hea¬ 
thens  at  that  time,  both  with  regard  to  religion  and  morals.  From  the’ 
.tciUinonies  of  both  fatrei  and  frtfaxe  writers  it  appear^,  flu**  they  werV 
to 'the  hft  degree  corrupted  and  depraved,  .  . 


to  diveft  yourfclves  of  every 
corrupt  depraved  habit ; 

23  which  requires  a  total 
renovation  of  the  ilnehtal  tem¬ 
per  and  difpofttioii, 

24  and  that  you  Ihould 
inveft  yourfelves  with  thofe 
new  habits  of  vtyfue  and  ge¬ 
nuine  holinefs,  -which  are 
plealing  to  God. 

25  Do  you  therefore  re¬ 
nounce  tying,  and  every  one 
ipeak  truth  to  his  neighbour  h 
—  for  we  are  all  mutually 
connected  to  each  other  by 
the  firmed  bonds. 

26  Should  yOur  refent* 
ments  be  excited,  let  them 
not  tranfport  you  into  any 

criminal  excefies  —  Let  not 
the  fun  fee  on  your  unrelent¬ 
ing  anger. 

2j  Neither  give  any  juft 
caufe  to  the  calumnies  of  the 
flanderer. 

28  Let  him,  who  hath 
ftole,  fteal  no  more ;  but  let 
him,  by  the  dint  of  honeft 
induftry,  acquire  a  mainte¬ 
nance  for  himfelf,  and  be  a- 
ble  to  diftribute  fomething 
to  worthy  objects  in  diftrefs. 

29  Let  no  abufive  cor¬ 
rupting  language  ever  come 
out  of  your  mouths :  but  let 
your  difeourfe  tend  to  virtu¬ 


ous  improvement  and  edifi¬ 
cation,  and  be  fuch  as  fhali 
communicate  an  agreeable 
pleafure  and  inftruftion  to 
thole  who  hear  it. 

30  And  grieve  not  the 
holy  Spirit  of  God — by  dif- 
penfing  whofe  gifts  the  Deity 
hath  imprefied  his  ieal  as  a 
fecurity  ©f  your  future  glo¬ 
rious  re  fur  reft  ion. 

31  Let  all  acrimony,  and 
paflion,  and  wrath,  and  cla¬ 
mour,  and  calumny  be  for 
ever  banilhed  from  among 
you,  with  every  other  '  vice. 

32  And  do  you  ever  ex- 
pfefs  towards  each  other  the 
greateft  benignity  and  tender- 
nefs  —  forgiving  one  another 
your  mutual  faults  and  foi¬ 
bles,  as  God  has,  by  Chrift, 
gracioufly  forgiven  you. 

Chap.  v.  1  Do  you,  there¬ 
fore,  herein  propoie  for  your 
imitation  the  example  of  God, 
as  his  beloved  offspring, 

2  and  let  whole  of  your 
conduft  be  aftuated  by  bene¬ 
volence  and  love  —  in  like 


manner,  as  Chrift  exprelTcd 
his  love  to  us.  and  volunta- 

4  + 

rity  offered  himfelf  for  us,  a 
moflt  grateful  and  fragrant 

oblation  to  the  Deity. 


3  Le  t  debauchery  and 

all 


h  The  Ptrjum ,  fays  Herodotus,  teach  their  children,  from  five  to  twenty, 
three  things,  to  manage  an  horfe,  to  handle  a  bow,  and  to  /peak  the  truth. 

cfs  ToH  vtuf&S’  x.  k-  Hiradot.  Clio.  vol.  1.  p.  305.  Glafg. 

1  Xvr  xxxja,  with  every  vice.  K*xm  is  vice,  as  ttgnu  is  virtu?: 
tbrj  are  often  ©ppofed.  See  Net:  on  1  Cor.  »v.  ao» 


Chap. v;  to  the  Ephesians.  tji 

all  fenfual  impurity  and  un-  ]  mg  brer  the  obfllnate  and  ir- 
hatural  Jufts  not  even  be  k  j  reclaim  able  opponents  of  the 
named  among  you,  as  be- 1  gofpel. 
cometh  thofe  who  are  a  (cleft  |  7  Be  not  you,  therefore^ 

and  virtuous  (bciety.  |  aflociates  with  thefc  in  their 

4  Let  alfo  all  obfccnity,  I  vices. 

all  filly  trilling  diftourfei  arid  I  -  8  For  you  once  were  in** 
J  ribaldry  be  for  ever  bamfh- 1  yolved  in  gloomy  darkne% 
ed  from  your  conveffation—  I  but  noin  you  are  emerged  into 
things  utterly  inconfiftent  I  evangelic  light  — L  behave  as 

with  the  Chriftian  character  1  the  children  of  light : 

— Inftead  of  thefc,  let  your  I  9  for  the  genuine  offspring 
hearcs  be  filled  with  grateful  I  of  this  facred  m  light  is  uni- 
and  pious  acknowledgments  I  vierfal  beneficence,'  reditu de, 
to  God.  I  ahd  truth. 

5  For  you  know  that  eve-  I  10  Diligently  explore  and 
ty  perton,  who  is  an  adiiltc-  I  approve  that  which  will  rc- 
rcr,  a  debauchee,  a  libidinous  I  commend  you"  to  the  divine 
libertine;  who  makes  fenfual  j  atcepcarifce. 

pleafure  his  great  idol,  hath |  it  Break  off  aMb  all  inter- 
no  title  to  inherit  the  futbre  I  courfc  with  Others  in  thofe 
glorious  kingdom  of  Ghrift  I  pernicious  vkies  which  are 
and  of  God.  j  perpetrated  in  the  (hades  of 

6  Suffer.no  perfdn  to  (educe  |  night — Do  yoti  rather  reprove 
you  into  fatal  errors,  in  this  I  thole,  who  are  guiky  of  fuck 
fundamental  concern,  by  any  I  ptirfuics  ; 

Vain  erripty  fophiftry  —  It  is  I  i2  for  it  would  be  iride- 
for  thefc  practices  that  the  j  cent  even  to  mention  thofe 
wrath  of  God  is  now  impend-  Ifetrcf  enormities  which  they 

K  2  (creeti 

k  Krredotut,  among  other  juft  praifes  which  Ke  beftOWs  on  the  aritieiit 
T t  r  fant  for  the  care  they  took  in  the  education  of  their  children,  obferves 
to  their  everiafting  hohour :  "Arc*  St  eft  ONtni  wt  feft» .  txot»  evf-t 
Mytu  s%t u-  What  it  was  unlawful  for  them  to  1 it  was  unlawful  for  them 
to  Jptak.  Htrodetns.  Clio.  p.  306.  Edit.  Glafg. 

'•  JitTpiTuii*.  This  Is  a  word  of  rare  occurrence ;  irt  the  New  Tene¬ 
ment  it  is  only  found  in  this  pailbgc.  It  iignifies  ribaldry ,  jocularity,  lt~ 

"’tty  of  fpeech-  hit*  t»j  Ttu  wsr vis  iufpa»ti;*r.  Qicd.  Shultu.  Edit. 
Rkzdanan.  p.  797-  tXtct  rut  tirr fiTsXiar  t ter  X:?t* t  jtttJ'lM&i •  Ida m  p .  53.!'. 
tom.  2.  rjufdeto  Edit.  Tats  rvmSttrtr  tirr pxTt*i*(fr  with  their  ufual  plea- 
fantr/.  Tlufarcbi  Agts  &  ClectAtnts,  p.  14.8c.  Edit,  G.  S Upborn.  H  trip 
tiS  tattiftns  th  iftiH a<  it/ff a^tXia-  Ideto  in  Anunib.  p.  17a 4-  <  1*  h 
aifo  ufed  in  a  good  fenfe  for  an  agreeable  pteafantty  and  Urbanity  tf 
lan  gaage. 

“  is  t!ifc  true  reading,  fee  the1  MSS.  in  Wilt  an<h  Wtfjlnnt 


13B  Paul’s  Epijile  Chap.  ?. 

fcreen  from  the  eye  of  the  .  16  Husbanding  well  your 

world  fleeting  moments — for  life  is 

13  Now  all  thefe  practices,  tranfient  and  uncertain, 
here  cenfured  and  condemned,  1 7  Wherefore  be  ye  not 
are  fhown  in  their  true  colours  deftituteof  confideration — but 
by  the  light  of  Chriftianity —  ftudy  to  underltand  what  the 
for  it  is  its  facred  light  that  will  of  God  is. 
thus  illuflratcs  and  difplays  1 8  And  don’t  fuifer  your- 
their  real  intriniic  nature.  I  felves  to  be  intoxicated  with 
•  1 4  Analogous  to  this  is  I  wine,  which  is  productive  of 

the  following  palfage :  “  A- 1°  diflolutenefs  and  riot — but 
wake  thou  who  fleepelt :  rile  |  let  your  minds  be  p  replete 
from  thy  darknefs  and  in-  I  with  lpiritual  gifes. 
fenfibility,  and  Chrift  will!  19  Let  your  private  chear- 
pour  his  facred  beams  around  I  fulnefs  be  exprefied  in  pfalms, 
thee.”  land  hymns,  and  devotional 

15  See,  therefore,  that  you  lodes — chanting  thefe  to  God 
walk  with, the  moft  accurate  I  with  the  melody  of  a  grateful 

caution  and  circumlpettion ;  |  heart. 

nor  like  the  Talh  and  incon- 1  20  Ever  addrefs  your  pious 

fide rate,  but  as  thofe  who  are  I  acknowledgments,  for  all  your 
endowed  with  prudence :  1  mercies,  through  the  media¬ 

tion 


*  The  Apoftle  teems  to  refer  to  the  profligate  and  infamous  tranfaftiors 

of  the  heathen  my/f  tries :  in  fpeakiiig  of  which  CJemeus  dlexandriuus  thu* 

expreffes  himfclf.  fl  tik  ipfyxvtui  avzt^jrrta; !  zrzKat  ft tr  «v3f«7roi< 
cutpponvftt  invazXvvfuz  rjovrif  tvP  rum ottitn'  wn  to  if  u-j  oui- 


vo if,  n  t<fw  t nt  catpcunctt  tn  Xato^vn’  xj  to  *A rx 
%ra$n  iain%pftivOf‘  an-o<r{3t<nvt  to  U fetpwrra,  to  wp‘  ccifiSnn  ia&%- 
t or  Xzfti rctiaf  thty/ti  ot  TW  Iaxj^ov  to  (n-trrnp9*  ctmxc\i$>zt 
t»  nnm  tw  p »»*  x)  mtOTfs  TtrtftvoSu  t«  ooy»w  ro  m if  ws  9 

xeivtrM  iKtyyyw  xj  xoX*£rty  a.  XfXfU£ra<‘  rxClx  to\>  abstoe  rx 
ftvrtptct  *  abns  is  fixoruf  avoxaXo  rxlwf ,  os  tov  ftsv  (ante;  «rw  ©;»• 
sjj'kwixaa’ni,  wa tSiov  it  wro  two  Tmuwv  iixcrrufxttwv,  ym w 
vrtvbnv,  ftofta  ccgoyru  of  a\t&of  we*  au%ymt  aa>ou%wr uf  ctfiaau. 

p.  14.  Pari*.  1029. 

®  AactTUL,  dijfolutenefs,  riot ,  frofitgaey.  Asa  Hu  Tj  VKWi  arureix'  >!. 

*rpo<fn  wsMvr  xr&rJ'fiar  WtoSdu-  Great'  fijfolutenefi  and  ‘luxury  mud  pro- 
duce' great  effeminacy.  Polyani  Stratagem,  p.  fj 4.  Cqfaubw .  Lvgd.  1589. 

llirdm  rxr  tv  sjurtt^xT#1  aoerfiax  i  /uoAttxmr.  He  lamented  the 
luttuefs  and  effeminacy  of  the  army,  idem  p.  567.  eS  xoem*f  ><tp  5,  /«£'»; 
fatntt  enrtfyefitebeib  Diog.  Laertitft,  lib.  6.  p.357.  Edit.  MetbomH.  Arnjici. 
1692. 

f  Bccaufc  thefe  vices  qutncbtd  0 r  extiagoiflicd  the  fpiriu 


Chap,  vi. 


to  the  R  PHESIA  N  S. 


*33 


non  of  our  Lord  Jcfus  Chrift,1  wives  with  that  degree  of  af- 
to  the  one  fupreme  God  and  feftion  they  entertain  for  their 


Parent  of  the  univerfe, 

2 1  Pay  a  mutual  condef- 
ccnlion  and  deference  to  one 
another  in  the  fear  of  God.  * 

21  Wives,  render  that  fub- 

million  to  your  hufbands, 
which,  as  profefibrs,  you  pay 
to  Chrift : 

23  for  the  hufband  is  the 
head  of  the  wife,  in  like  man¬ 
ner  as  Chrift  is  the  head  of 
the  church,  from  whom  the 
health  and  vigour  of  the  whole 
jTjftem  are  derived. 

24  As  the  church,  there¬ 
fore,  pays  an  univerfal  fub- 
jedion  to  Chrift  *  fo  ought 
the  wife  to  her  husband. 

25  Husbands,  cherifh  that 
love  arid  a  (fed  ion  tor  your 
con  lin  ts  as  Chrift  exprefled 
for  his  church,  who  volunta¬ 
rily  furrendered  up  his  life  for 
it, 

2  6  purifying  it  with  the 
falutary  ftreams  of  his  divine 
dodrincs,  that  he  might  ren¬ 
der  it  holy  and  unpolluted, 

27  and  chat  he  9  might 
exhibit  it  to  himfelf  in  the 
moft  glorious  form ;  a  church, 
v/hofe  divine  beauty  was  not 
fullied  by  the  leaft  blemifli  or 
defeft,  but  adorned  with  fpot- 
lels  innocence  and  immaculate  * 


own  perfons— conjugal  affec¬ 
tion  is  infeparably’ connected 
with  felf-Iove. 

29  No  one  ever  hated  his 
own  body,  but  fupplies  it 
with  nutriment  and  fences  it 
againft  the  cold— The  fame 
in. rente  affeftion  doth  Chrift:, 
indulge  for  the  church  ; 

30  for  we  are  members  of 
his  body,  forming  the  moft 
intimate  connexion  and  union 
with  him  j 

31  To  fortn  this  union 
(hall  a  man  forfake  his  pa¬ 
rents,  and  affociate  with  his 
wife ;  and  they  fhall  be  con¬ 
joined  in  fuch  ft  rift  and  indif- . 
foluble  bonds,  as  chat  they, 
both  fhall  be  confidered  as 
only  one  individual,  actuated 
by  one  mind. 

32  In  this  laft  paflage  I 
have  ufed  a  bold  allegorical 
manner  of  expreffion  \  but  I 
defire  to  be  underftood  as 
fpeaking  concerning  Chrift 
and  the  church. 

33  Let  every  one  of  you, 
however,  maintain  chat  affec¬ 
tion  for  his  confort,  which 
he  cheriihes  for  his  own  felf 

and  let  the  wife  pay  fub- 
miflion  jnd  reverence  to  her 
husband. 

purity.  I  Chap.  vi.  1  Children,  be 

28  Men  ought  to  love  their  ■  obedient  to  your  parents,  as. 

K  3  the 

s  An  allafion  to.  the  drefs  and  ornaments  of  a  bride. 


P a  v  l*s  Epifih  Chap,  vi, 


the  Uws  pf  Chrittianity  re¬ 
quire -r- a  duty  this,  'which 
common  juftice  prefcribes. 

2  Honour  thy  father  and 
thy  mother— -which  is  the  jfrrjl 


precept  in  the  decalogue,  to 
which  an  exprefs  promile  is 
annexed-— 


3  that  felicity  may  attend 
thee,  and  a  long  and  happy 
life  may  be  thy  portion. 

4  And  you,  parents,  treat 
not  your  children  with  cruel 
aufterity  and  frarihnefs — but 
carefully  educate  them  in  the 
elements  and  intticution  of  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

5  Do  you,  who  are  (laves, 
pay  your  temporal  mailers 
(he  like  fubmiitive  and  cor* 
dial  fubje&ion  and  obedience, 
which  you  render  to  ypur  di- 
vint  r  mailer : 


6  not  Ihqwing  a  mere  exte¬ 
rior  officioufnefs,  as  thofe  who 

make  ie  their  Idle  ftudy  to  in¬ 
sinuate  themfelves  into  the 

affections  of  men — but  behave 

*  9  » 

as  the  feryants  of  Chrift,  dif- 
charging  the  duty  God  re* 
quires  with  genuine  fince- 
rity  : 

7  by  the  chearful  perform¬ 
ance  of  the  offices  in  your 
iervile  ftation  driving  rather 
to  app rove  yourfelves.  to  God 
than  to  men : 

8  perfuaded,  that  the  vir¬ 
tuous  life,  whether  of  a  Have 
or  a  free  man  (hall,  indileri- 


minacely,  be  recompenfed  by 
the  fupreme  Judge. 

9  And  ye  matters,  Ihoiv 
the  fame  kind  difpofition  to¬ 
wards  your  (laves  *,  forbearing 
all  harlh  and  paffionate  me¬ 
naces  —  confcious,  that  you 
have  a  great  matter  in  heaven , 
to  whom  you  are  accountable, 
and  that  no  diftinfiion  of  per¬ 
sons  and  ilations  is  of  the  leaft 

fignificance  with  him. 

§— iq  Finally,  my  Chti* 
ftian  brethren,  proceed  with 

unlhaken  refutation  in  your 

Iprofeflibn  pf  the  golpel  of 
Chritt,  in  firm  confidence  of 
his  power  to  fupport  you. 

H  Inveft  yourfelves  in  a 
compleat  luit  of  divine  ar¬ 
mour,  that  you  may  be  ena¬ 
bled  to  baffle  all  the  infi- 

dious  artifice  of  the  falle  ac- 

* 

cufcr. 

12  For  we  combat  not 

*  » 

snerely  with  the  vices  and 
I  prejudices  of  private  indivi¬ 
duals  *,  but  we  have  to  con  * 
Aid  with  all  t(ie  confederate 
and  united  powers  of  grand 
and  potent  eftabHlhmcms, 
both  civil  and  religious,  which 
are  fupported  by  the  fovereigns 
and  rulers  pf  this  benighted 
age. 

13  Wherefore  do  you  af- 
fume  a  compleat  fuitof  divine 
armour— that  in  th  e  rencoun  * 
ter  you  may  be  able  to  op- 
pofe  your  enemies  with  firm 

nefSi 


!  Kifw  «  the  true  reading! 
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colle&ive  body  of  Chrj- 


Cliap.  \i. 

ncfs,  and,  having  '  van- 
quifhed  them,  to  maintain 
your  ground. 

14  Stand  therefore  with 
intrepidity  j  having  your  waiftp 
incircied  wich  the  girdle  of 
truth,  and  your  heart  fortified 
with  the  breaft-place  of  vir¬ 
tue  j 

15  and  having  your  feet 
(hod  with  an  alacrity  to  tread 
the  path  of  evangelical  hap¬ 
piness. 

16  *  After  all,  aiTume  the 

ihieid  of  faith,  with  which 

* 

you  will  be  able  to  extinguilh 
all  the  fiery  darts  of  your 
wicked  adverfaries. 

1 7  Let  the  helmet  alio  of 
falvation  furround  your  tem¬ 
ples,  and  let  your  right  hand 
grafp  the  fword  of  the  Spirit, 
that  is,  the  word  of  God. 

1 S  On  every  occaficm,  do 
you  offer  up,  by  the  Spirit, 
your  devout  prayers  and  fiip- 
p locations  to  God ;  and,  du¬ 
ring  the  difeharge  of  thefe  fo- 
Itmn  offices,  be  earned:  and 
fervent  in  your  interceffions 
to  the  Deity  for  the  whole 

W  1  ,  1  ► 


Ilians, 

19  and  for  me,  in  particu¬ 
lar,  that  I:  may  promulgate 
in  the  world  the  truths  of 
Chriftianify  with  freedom  and 

liberty,  and  publifh  among 
mankind  the  unrevealed  doc¬ 
trines  of  the  goipel  j 

ao  whofe  cauie  1  now  af- 
fert  and  plead,  though  under 
confinement — Beg  of  .  God, 

that  l .  may  propagate  the 
gofpel  with  that  undaunted 
fortitude  with  which  1  ought 

to  declare  it. 

. 

§ — 21  Tychicus,  a  beloved 
brother  and  faithful  Chriftian 
minifter,  will  give  you  a  mi¬ 
nute  detail  of  roy  pcefent  cir- 
cumflances. 

22  I  have  dilpatched  this 
worthy  pprlon  to  you  for  this 
very  purpofe,  that  he  might 
give  you  particular  informa¬ 
tion  of  the  prefent  date  of 
my  affairs,  and  might,  at 
the  fame  time,  confole  your 
minds. 

2  3  May  happinefs  and 
mercy  from  God  the  fupreme 
K  4  Parent, 


s  A'xolttcl  itiiTi*yAff&jumi*  This  verb  often  fignifies  to  nutnqtdjbt  .to 
dt [patch  %  an  enemy.  0*.  xamqy^sttTo*  Whqjn  he  difpatched  with 

hU  own  hand.  Dion .  Halit  or.  tom.  i .  p.  99.  Oxon.  1704.  A$ju?  ctxatTj 
xarfify<tu3if«  It  was  dif patched  by  fraudulent  artifice.  Idem  p.  Z42, 
ct  xaTtpyeLfctfMKi*  Having  quelled  ail  hoftilicies*  Idem  p*  8^5. 

*  E^i  **>*u  after  all.,  or §  bejides  all i  not  ah&ve  alL  Ay <Tt 
t-ri  1x4*1  iiifiaiyctt.  After  allt  he  himfelf  pafled  with  difficulty.  Plutarch . 
L'trfar.  p.  1311.  Edit.  Gr.  Stephan .  Hti  tc*lu  1%  C*taw$  Ay h  h;  ft*™* 
wft&ioi*  After  all ,  king  Agia  advancing  into  the  midii.  Idem  p.  1^65. 

Aycrrdt  erpcuTtr  r«r  9 zxefyay  tAi/ta  TVS  W  St  'to 

™si»9«?c>p  Firjl  he  led  i*p  the  phalanx,  next  the  cavalry,  qfttr  all  th$ 
hiiggage,  Polybiui*  p*  664*  Gafauhm* 


136  P  a  u  l’s  Epifik  Chap.i, 

Parent,  and  from  jefus  Chrift  t  24  May  the  divine  favour 
our  Lord,  attend  the  Chri- 1  tiefide  on  all  thofe  who  love 
ftian  brethren  in  thiir  profcf- 1  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who 
lion  of  the  gQfpel !  *  is  in  immortality  !  Amen. 


w 

PAUL’S  Epiftle  to  the  Philippi  ans. 


CHAP.  I, 

1  T^AUL  and  Timothy 

m-S  the  fervants  of  Jefus 

JL  Chrift  to  all  the  Chri-' 

« 

ftians  at  Philippi  with  their 
paftors  and  deacons : 

a  .We  aflfedionately  wife 
you  every  favour  and  felicity 
from  God  our  fupreme  Pa¬ 
rent,'  and 'from  our  Lord  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift. 

3  1  thank  my  God  fof 
all  your  kind  remembrance 

of  me, 

4  In  every  prayer  I  prefer 
to  heaven,  I  ceafc  not,  with 
grateful  joy,  to  intercede:  with 
God  for  you : 

5  with  grateful  joy  and 
tr^nfport,  arifing  from  a  fenfe 
of  your  generous  contribu¬ 
tions  to  promote  the  fuccefs 
of  the  gofpel  from  the  very 
time  you  fir  ft  embraced  it  to 
the  prefent  moment. 

6  And  I  am  pleafingly  per- 
fuaded  of  this,  that  the  Being, 
who  ftrft  excited  in  you  thefe, 


good  and  generous  difpofi-. 
tions,  will  carry  them  on  to 
their  compleat  and  confum- 
mate  perfection,  and  abun¬ 
dantly  recompenfe  them  at  the 
appearance  of  Jefus  Chrift. 

7  And  it  is  reafonable  I 
fhould  entertain  thefe  fenci- 
ments  of  you  all,  becaufe  that 
in  my  condition  as  a  prifoner, 
as  an  apologift,  and  as  an 
eftablifher  of  the  truth  of 
Chriftianity,  you  have  ever 
cherilhed  the  moft  cordial  re¬ 
gards  and  affection  for  me, 
having  all  of  you  chearftiHy 
contributed  to  that  generous 
prefent  you  tranfmitted  to 

me. 

8  I  call  the  great  God 
to  witnefs  the  fincere  and  ar¬ 
dent  affedion  and  Jove  I  have 

s  * 

for  you  all,  as  endeared  to 
me  by  afl  the  fa  ere  d  and  inti¬ 
mate  ties  of  the  gafpel. 

9  And  it  is  my  fervent 
prayer  that  your  love  for  me 
may  be  more  and  more  in¬ 
tense*  and  carry  you  to  greater 

improvements 
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improvements  in  all  ufeful  I  from  a  malignant  Iplrit  of 
knowledge  and  wil'd om,  I  part/,  and  from  a  principle  - 

10  that  you  may  rationally  I  of  factious  oppofition  to  me— 
examine  and  explore  thofejbut  others,  with  benevolent 
things  thac  are  elfeiitially  re- 1  difpofitions  towards  me. 
pugnant  to  each  other,  in  I  1 6  The  former  preach  the 
order  to  your  continuing  fin-  I  Chriftian  religion  not  with 
cere  and  unperverced  to  the  I  pure  and  genuine  intentions, 
glorious  advent  of  Chrift :  I  but  out  or  hitter  animofity 

1 1  ever  producing  in  co- 1  and  refentment  a  gain  ft  me— 

pious  abundance  the  fruits  of  I  their  whole  ftudy  being  to 
virtue,  which  redound,  thro*  I  give  an  additional  aggrava-; 
Jdus  Chrift,  to  the  glory  and  I  tion  to  my  prelent  confine- 
praile  of  the  Deity.  I  ment : 

§ — 12  I  am  defirous,  my|  17  bur  the  latter*  who' 
Chriftian  brethren,  that!  you  I  preach  the  golpei  with  a  cor-' 
fhould  know  that  my  circum- 1  dial  affc&ion  for  me,  do  it 
ftances  have  rather  been  con-  I  from  a  perfuafion  that  my 
ducive  to  the  advancement  of  Jprefent  confinement  is  only 
the  golpei :  I  deftined  to  lerve  for  an  apo- 

13  inlomuch  that  my  pm- 1  logy  of  the  truth  df  Chri- 
fent  confinement  tor  my  pro- 1  ftianity. 

ftflion  of  the  religion  of  Je-j  18  But  what  then?  Let 
fus  is  publickly  known  in  the  I  their  intentions  be  what  they 
emperor’s  palace,  and  to  all  I  will,  fincere  or  infincere,  if 
the  reft  of  the  world  :  |  the  golpei  is  but  preached  in 

14  upon  which,  confider- 1  any  way,  it  affords,  and  will 

able  numbers  of  Chriftians,  I  for  ever  afford  me,  the  higheft 
deriving  encouragement  from  I  pleafure  and  fatisfadtion  : 
thefe  favourablecircumftances  j  19  for  I  am  confcious  that 
that  have  happened  in  my  1  the  refult  of  this  will  be  my 
confinement,  have  been  incited  I  deliverance  from  my  prefent 
to  propagate  the  Chfiftian  re- 1  troubles,  through  the  concur, 
(igion  with  undaunted  relblu- 1  rence  of  your  prayers  for  me, 
tion  and  intrepidity.  I  and  the  powerful  aid  of  the 

15"  Some  of  thefe  indeed  I w  Spirit  of  Jefus  Chrift : 
preach  the  Chriftian  doftrine  I  20  This  is  agreeable  to 

I  my 

a 

Thefe  were  JtnxiJb  converts  to  Chrillianity  who  contended  fox  the 

•ibfenrance  of  the  Mofaic  ritual.  ^  # 

*  Which  was  promifed  in  imminent  danger  — ■  and  for  which  the  Apoftlc 

h’ul  oc cal’. on  in  his  defence  before  A rtri4 

* 


13®  Paul’s  Epifik  Chap.  i. 

my  *  ardent  expectation  and  I  95  and  I  have  fin  affurance 
hopes,  which  lead  me  to  con-  I  of  this,  that  my  life  will  be 
cluck  that  I  (hall  not  then  be  I  protracted,  and  that  I  fhall 
covered  with  confufion  on  any  |  have  another  opportunity  of 
account  *,  but  on  this  moftl  vUiting  you  all,  to  promote 
public  theatre,  as  always,  fo  |  yOur  Chriftian  improvement 
now,  Cbrift  wil|be  iiluftrioufly  1  and  joy  \ 
honoured  in  my  perfon,  whe- 1  %6'  in  order  that  by  my  re- 

ther  I  am  fentenced  to  Jive,  or  I  turn  once  more  among  you, 
doomed  to  die :  I  you  may  be  induced  to  exult, 

1 1  For  Chrift:  is  (ny  life  }  I  with  the  created  triumph, 
anddeath  my  ev$rlafting  gain.  I  in  the  Chriftian  caufc. 

.  22  But  if  a  longer  life  be  I  27  Only  let  it  be  your 
allotted  me,  the  foie  happinefs  I  principal  ftudy  to  conduct 
and  bleffing  of  it  to.  me  will  I  yourfclves  in  a  manner  wor- 
coofift  in  my  minifterial  la- 1  thy  the  gofpel  of  Chrift,  that, 
hours  —  fo  that  whether  1 1  prefen t  or  abfent,  I  may  have 

(hould  deem  life  or  death  moft  I  (he  fatisfaftion  to  hear'  that 

■  ‘ 

eligible,  I  cannot  determine :  I  you  are  fteady  and  unani- 

.  23  For  I  am  now  embar-l  mous,  all  a&uated  by  one 
rafifcdin  this  difficult  {dilemma  I  mind  in  your  adherence  to  the 
—  cherilhing  a  warm  defire  I  gofpel, 
for  my  didblution,  yand  long- 1  2  8  and  not  *  intimidated 

ing  to  be  with  Chrift-— a  felt-  tin  any  thing  by  your  adver¬ 
sity  infinitely  fuperior  to  any  |  faries  —  1  for  tho’  they  look 
this  life  can  beftow  :  I  upon  your  attachment  to  the 

24  but  my  continuance  I  gofpel  as  an  undoubted  proof 
lodger  in  this  feene  qf  frailty  I  of  your  utter  ruin  y  yet  to 
is  more  neceffary  on  your  ac- 1  you  it  is  a  denponftration  of 
count)  I yqur  falvation ;  a  falvation, 

*  which 

*  AmcapaS'wdr*  )£4fdTcXi*  and  etxwutp&feKtc*  are  very  ftrong  and 
emphatica)  txpreiTioni,  fignifytog  to  exfe#  a  thing  with  inttnjt  and  ardent 
filidtude .  See  Nate,  on  Rem.  ch.  via.  1 9. 

7  „■  ,  ,  >  E*  fa  tov 

Ilf  jr  avr  fyu  Xfyu. 

Prif  rt  ‘S'oAAtirip,  df  1  xaxtt? 

Z «t  IffUf  OeT  6VXI  XarQoilWW  (ptflH \ 

SaphocSs  An  tig « 467# 

*  Urvpafcvsh  intimidated.  *  Tn  tmoi  yttvfmm  rat 

ftirzTpxTnjSrat*  Plutarcbi  Marceilus ,  p.548.  Edit.  Ur.  Stephan* 

*  Ht<<  «Bn»  fut  t sir  f rft&ii  '  avMtuu,  vpi*  t*  r(rtnp*s*  Htj& 
agrees  with  in  the  preening  verfe. 
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which  hath  God  for  its  au¬ 
thor'  : 

2  9  becaule,  with  regard  to 
the  gol'pe!,  you  have  not  only 
lud  the  leiicicy  to  be  inftruft- 
ed  in  its  principles,  but  to 
fuller  for  its  principles ; 

30  you  yourfejves  fuftatn- 
ing  the  fame  conflict  m  the 
Chriftian  .eaufe,  which  you 
have  leen  me  fuftain,  and 
now  hear  that  I  am  fupporr- 
ing. 

Chap.  ii.  1  If  therefore 
there  is  any  confolation  in  the 
golpel,  if  there  is  any  true 
jatjsfa&ion  flowing  from  mu- 
ttial  .benevolence,  if  there  is 
any  community  of  fpiritual 
gifts,  if  there  is  any  fytDpa- 

thetic  tenderneis  and  commi- 

* 

feration, 

z  do  you  ftudy  to  com¬ 
plete  my  fjappinefs  by  a  cor¬ 
dial  unanimity,  and  by  a  mu¬ 


tual  harmony  and  -union 

afieflion. 

3  Be  not  inftigsted  by  a 
factious  fpvlt  of  party,  or  by 
,  a  principle  of  vain  applaufe— * 
jbut  from  true  humility. let 
every  one  reciprocally  cueem 
another  his  fuperipr. 

A  Lict  not  each  man’s  af- 
fedfions  be  folely  confined  to 
his  private  iotereft— bqt  ftudy 
to  promote  the  welfare  and 

;  interefts  of  qthpra. 

15.  t  the  f^me  difpofitiou 

govern  you  wliich  aduated 
the  bofom  of  Chrift  Jefus,. 

6  who,  though  he  was  in- . 

yefted  with  the.  fplendoj^  of 
an. k  exalted  cetefeil 
yet  efteemed  not  this  glorious 
form  and  ftauon  as  fuch  a 
grand  and  valuable  c  acqui- 
fition, 

7  but  diyefted  himlelf  of 
it.  afiumed  the  form  of  a 

Have, 


b  Ev  ftopw  Svv,  in  the  fang  tf  a  God,  of  a  divine '  'ferfin,  Chrift  ft 
never  ftyled  l  &■*&,  the  fupreme  God,'  but  qnly  Qti&»  a  divine  perfon. 
Origtn  and  Eufebiut  have  remarked  this  diftinddon,  knd  forth*  fame  pur* 
poie  for  which  l  here  mention  it 

1  O AfnayfiM  tty  wan,  did  net  tfteem  it  a  prize,  a  grand  acqnifitio*. 
This  ward  afza'/^Qr  hath  bees  fought  for  in  It  alien  writers  with  the 
tireareft  anxiety,  both  by  Arian  and  Atbauafiak  controverfialilb,  but  hath 
always  eluded  their  diligence.  Apruyfu s  it  not  jnfreqaeOtly  found  ;  fee 
Handiri  JEthiopica,  p.  129,  322,  34P,  377.  Edit.  Cet/aqiliu.  1596,  But, 
ihya  the  learned  Pearce,  (in  Joe )  I  do  not  find  aug  ivjianc*  produced  of 

at.  ever  ufed  fy  any  author  tut  St,  Paul  in  tiU  place,.  Some  years 
ago  1  fortunately  met  with  this  very  word  apw* in  that  excellent 
iittle  treadle  of  Plutarch,  Ow  v tutor  aypytx*  The  philqlqpher,  (peaking 
of  paedera&y,  which  was  to  predominant  in  thofe  corrupt  ages,  fays : 

Tmt  far  ij  jovs  Hu  ft  fttrnltm  tferus,  *,  thu  KfUTVt  tumw/am 

Apfl  AfMO.v.  'fhofo  amours,  which  are  prevalent  it  Thibet  and  E/it,  are  . 
to  be  avoided,  and  that,  for  which  Crtte  is  infamous,  called  the  feixnre, 

'the  prize,  the  acquifition,  P hit  or  cbm  Jltpj  ism  foe  ayoym.  p.  ZO.  Edit.  (jr» 

Hut,  Stepbaui.  Edit,  folio  Xjlandri.  'Franco/,  1620.  p.  1 2.  A. 
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♦ 

flave,  and  appeared  amonglt 
us  cloathed  with  the  common 
robe  of  frail  mortality  : 

8  And,  after  this  a  flu  mp- 
tlon  of  human  nature,  he 
gave  a  ftill  farther  proof  of 
his  humiliation,  by  volunta¬ 
rily  fubmitting  even  to  death, 
the  excruciating  death  of  cru¬ 
cifixion. 

•9  For  which  amazing  con- 
dcfcenfion  the  Deity  hath 
elevated  him  to  the  moft  ex¬ 
alted  ftation,  and  hath  gra- 
ctoufly  conferred  upon  him 
a  dignity  fuperior  to  every 

Other : 

10  in  order  ’  that  all  in 
heaven,  in  earth,  and  in  the 
grave,  fliouid  be  fubjed  to 

the  fevereign  authority  of  Je- 

lus ; 

1 1  and  that  every  rational 
being  Ihotrld  opnfels,  to  the 
glory  of  the  one  supreme 
God,  that  Jefus  Chrift  is 
ijow  conftituted  univerfal  go¬ 
vernor. 

\%  ‘Wherefore,  my  dear 
Chrjftians,  as  you  have,  with 


EptJiU  Chap,  ii, 

tlie  a  moft  fubmiflive  defe¬ 
rence  and  folicitude,  obeyed 
my  injundions,  not  only  when 
I  was  perfonally  prefent  with 
you,  but,  which  is  more  to 
your  honour,  have  obeyed 
them  in  my  abfence,  do  you 
e  feduloufly  effed  and  fecure 
one  another’s  welfare, 

13  for  it  is  God  who  in- 

fuferh  into  you  the  powers  of 
willing  and  siting  in  this 
manner,  in  order  to  promote 
your  mutual  benevolence. 

14  Do  all  things  without 
murmuring  and  mutual  re¬ 
proaches, 

15  that  you  may  be  blame- 

iris  and  inoffenfivc,  the  ge¬ 
nuine  children  of  God,  of  an 
irreproachable  character  inf  the 
midft  of  a  perverfe  and  incor¬ 
rigible  age  —  Let  yotir  vir¬ 
tues,  therefore,  (bine  with 
confpicuous  luftre  amidft  the 
gldomy  darknefs  of  this 
world. 

1 6  Do  you  inviolably  ad¬ 
here  to  the  dodrines  of  life, 
that  in  the  judgment-day  of 

Chrift 


* 

4  M<ta  <po(iw  ^  Tfiftevt  This  is  pot  in  connection  with  vmmvetTt  and 
not  with  x*Ttfya£*fS>-  See  P caret  in  toe. 

•  K etrtfytt^te^t.  Kxrif  ya^ofiou  fignific*  to  fecure ,  to  ejfeR.  Pace  « «.i J' 
m  trtUvfMt  xttrfff7-et3a.ro.  He  cafity  Jecured  whatever  he  defired.  Dion. 
Caffhtt,  p.  1 55.  Edit  .Reiman.  Hamb.  1750.  4>iAnrsr©*  «*  duly let  St'  o/umai 
tr  Site  x*Tfttretea*».  Philip  fecund  as  many  advantages  by  his  con. 

verfation  as  by  his  battles.  P tty  cent  Stratagem,  p.  *39 ,  Co fauben,  Lugd, 
1 589.  Aym* 
trtfyti&s. 

bravery  in  arms. 

*745- 


19  awttrn  •wuuir  wi  »a*r rot  xa-Ttpyct£treu  rut  tr  rote 

Ignorance  and  fraud  oftentimes  effeR  as  great  things  as 

.  Edit. 


Died.  Siatlttts  tom.  2.  p.  490. 


Weffeling,  Amftch 


Chap,  ih 


to  the  Phi  li  ppian  s. 


♦ 

Chrift  Jefus  I  may  exult,  that 
I  have  not  run  the  race  of  life 
in  vain,  nor  my  labours  been 
ineffectual. 

♦ 

1 7  But  though  my  blood 
is 1  poured  forth  as  a  libation 
upon  the  facrifice  and  fervice 
of  your  Chriftian  profeflion, 
I  rejoice,  and  congratulate 
you  all : 

j  8  and  do  you  rejoice,  and 
congratulate  me  on  the  fame 
account. 

§ — 19  I  hope  in  Chrift 
Jefus  fhortiy  to  fend  Timo* 
thy  to  you,  that  1  may  be 
cheared  and  enlivened  with  a 
particular  account  of  your 
prdent  fituation : 

20  for  I  have  here  no  per- 

fon,  who  is  poffcffed  of  the 
fame  difpofitions  as  myfeif, 
who  will  from  a  principle  of 
pure  difmterefted  affe&ion 
concern  thcmfelves  in  your 

affairs : 

21  for  all  of  them  arc  more 
enflaved  to  their  own  private 
in  cere  Its,  than  devoted  to  the 
interefts  of  Chrift  Jefus. 

22  But  of  this  worthy  per- 
fon’s  charafter  you  have  had 
ample  experience,  and  need 


not  be  informed  that  he  hath 
fhared  with  me  the  labours  of 
the  minifterial  office  with  the 
duty  and  fidelity  with  which 
a  child  ierves  a  beloved  pa* 
rent. 

23  I  hope,  therefore,  to 
fend  him  to  you,  as  fbon  as  I 
learn  how  I  fhal!  be  difpofed 
of. 

24  But  I  truftin  God  that 
I  fhall  myfelf  vifit  you  in 
perfon. 

25  In  the  mean  time  I 
judged  it  neeeffary  to  difpatch 
8  Epaphroditus  to  you,  my 
fellow -Chriftian,  my  fellow- 
labourer,  and  fellow-foldier 

r  ■ 

, —  whom  you  are  ntrio  to  re¬ 
gard  as  your  apoftle  and  my 
fubftitute. 

26  I  fent  him,  becaufe  lie 
was  extremely  defirous,  and 
tenderly  anxious  to  re  vifit 
you — on  account  of  that  con¬ 
cern  you  exprefied  when  you 
were  informed  of  his  ficknefs. 

27  And  indeed  his  life  was 
in  very  imminent  danger 
but  it  pleafed  God  to  have 
mercy  upon  him,  and  not 
upon  him  only,  but  upon 
me,  that  I  might  not  be  over 

whelmed 


f  A**  «  jg  evtthftAh  Alluding  to  the  libation  that  was  poured  on  the 
victim  or  jacrifite. 

c  This  is  the  name  that  Sj/la  aflumod  among  the  Greek ±  and  which  he 
publickly  ordered  them  to  give  him. '  Aur©»  Jic  t«;c  "EaAtw*  ygntyw 

txvrov  EirekfyoSnou  etvnyoftvi*  3$  n  tm c  tqo- 

wxtott  auras  xvaiyty^x-n 1*1,  Atuxi&> ZuAA«ff  EirftfPgojVrO^' 
Fintartb,  Sjlla ,  p.  846.  Edit.  Gr.  Steffi 
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whelmed  with  an  additional 
flood  of  forrows. 

28  I  have  difpatched  him, 
therefore,  to  yob  with  the 
g  re  ate  ft  expedition — in  order 
that  his  fpeedy  return  among 
you  may  augment  your  joy, 
and  my  own  mind,  at  the 
fame  time,  may  be  rfiore  eafed 
and  alleviated. 

29  Receive  him*  therefore, 
as  Chriftians,  with  cordial 
tranlport,  and  treat  fuch  wor¬ 
thy  chara&eri  with  defcrved 
honour : 

30  for,  out  of  his  ieal  to 
promote  the  interefts  of  the 
gofpel,  he  fell  into  an  indif- 
polrtion,  which  brought  him 
to  the  very  gates  ot  death, 
having  expofed  his  life  to  the 
greateft  dangers,  that  he 
might  completely  iupply  what 
remained  deficient  in  your 
beneficence  to  me. 

chap.  nr. 

i  TN  fine,  my  brethren,  let 

X  y°or  Chriftian  profef- 
fion  inlpirc  you  with  joy— 
for  me  now  ro  repeat  in  wri¬ 
ting  the  inft ructions  I  enjoin¬ 
ed  him  to  deliver  to  you,  1 
ihail  nOt  deem  in  the  leaft 
irkfome,  as  this  will  fecure 
you  from  error, 

2  Beware  then  of  fierce 
and  malignant  zealots.  Bc- 


Epijfif  Chap.  ill. 

ware  of  falle  teachers.  Be¬ 
ware  of  factious  divifions. 

3  For  we  Chriftians  are 
the  true  circumcifton,  who 
worfhip  God  according  to  the 
gdfoe),  who  glory  in  C  h  rift 
Jelus,  and  place  no  confi¬ 
dence  in  the  ceremor.ibus  cb- 
fervances  of  the  law  : 

4  though  I  have  ftronger 
pretenfions  to  a  dependance 
on  the  mofaic  institution  for 
the  divine  acceptance  than 
any  perfon  among  you  can 
have : 

5  For  I  was  circumcifai 
the  eighth  day — I  defeended 
lineally  from  Jacob— belong 
to  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  —  a 
genuine  Hebrew  from  He¬ 
brew  anteftors  —  of  the  left 
of  the  Phar’rfees,  the  moft 
rigid  obfervers  of  the  law. 

6  From  my  zealous  at¬ 
tachment  to  Judaifm  1  perfe- 
cuted  the  Chriftians  —  with 
regard  tb  the  ritual  preferip- 
tions  of  the  law  am  irre¬ 
proachable. 

7  Bat  all  thefe  fignal  ad¬ 
vantages  1  voluntarily  facri- 
Seed  for  the  fake  of  Chrift. 

$  And  indeed  1  efteem  all 
thefe  privileges  as  totally  ufe- 
lefs  on  account  of  the  fupe- 
rior  excellency  of  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  Chrift:  jefiis  my 
Lord  ;  for  whofc  lake  I  have 
chearfulfy  thrown  away  all 
' thefe  advantages,  and  efteem 
1  them 
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them  as  h  worthlefs  refufe  that  I  lar  gracious  appointment  of 
1  may  gain  Chrift,  I  Chrift  Jefus. 

9  and  be  found  in  hi9  reli-  I  13  My  Chriftian  brethren, 
gion,  not  expelling  my  ac- 1 1  do  not  efteem  myfelf  ttf 
quittal  from  a  compliance  I  have  obtained  this  glorious 
with  the  mofaic  law,  but  that  I  prize  : 
acquittal  which  is  annexed  to  I,  14  but  one  thing  occupies 
the  belief  of  the  gofpel :  that  |  my  whole  attention—  forgec* 
acquittal,  which  God  di£  I  ting  what  1  left  behind*  I 
penfes  to  thole  who  embrace  |  ftretch  every  nerve  towards 
Chrirtianity  :  |  the  prize  before  me,  prefiing 

I  o  in  order  that  1  might  I  with  eager  and  rapid  fteps 

acquire  an  accurate  know-  I  towards  the  goal,  to  feize  the 
ledge  of  his  do&rines,  of  the  !  immortal  palm  which  God^ 
powerful  energy  of  his  refur-  I  by  Chrift  Jefus,  beftowa. 
rection,  and  of  the  common  I  15  Let  therefore  as  many 
benefits  derived  to  mankind  j  of  us,  as  have  acquired  an 
from  his  fufferings  —  And  1 1  accurate  and  perfect  know- 
would  voluntarily  fubmiteven  [ledge  of  Chriftianity,  cberifh 
to  the  fame  excruciating  death  I  theft  fentiments — and  ihould 
he  did,  I  your  fentiments  differ  from 

I I  provided  I  could,  by  I  one  another  in  any  eflential 

any  means,  finally  attain  a  I  point,  God  will  re&ify  your 

glorious  rcfurreffcion  from  the  I  errors  by  an  explicit  revela- 

dead.  I  tion. 

1 2  Not  that  already  I  have  |  1 6  But  Jet  us,  according 

acquired  this  palm  :  not  that  |  to  the  re fpefti ve  meafure  of 
1  have  already  attained  con- tour  attainments,  all  conform 
fummate  perfeftion — but!  [to  the  fame  infallible  rule, 
purfue  my  coorfe  that  I  may  J  let  us  all  cultivate  mutual 
feize  that  garland  of  lmmor- 1  harmony  and  unanimity, 
tality,  to  the  hope  of  which  I  17  My  Chriftian  brethren, 
I  was  raifed  by  the  partiCu- 1  do  you  all  copy  my  example*, 

and, 

XxupaXx,  nverllfle/s  refufe . 

"-11  . .  Ilf  at  tirrats 

* 

£iir  mwojawij  ifuixif 

JehnJotf}  Epigram.  p<  3 . 

3fy  emfiaXov  ttewetHwtv  iXciivot  a  S’aXwrira.  CUm.  Jlexatri 
p.  zz.  Edit.  Path.  1629.  H vfytjane  ¥  <tv  autoi;  cXw  rw  £  m 

<txv( ct%to9  xjwSa »  rp  %fiv<rtoK  I  wilh  they  would  through  the 
whole  of  life  look  upon  gold  tofirdid  Urn  p»  1 62,  ejufdcra  Edit, 


I44  P  a  v  tV  UpijlU  Chap.  iv< 

and,  as  you  have  my  pattern  l  Chap.  iv.  r.  Animated 
for  a  model,  do  you  carefully  1  with  thefe  glorious  profpe&s, 
obferve  thole  who  propofe  it  I  my  dear  Chriilian  brethren, 
■for  their  imitation.  ;  I  the  objefts  of  my  fondefl  af- 

t  i8  For.  many  behave  inlfe&ions,  my  felicity  and  my 
fuch  a  icandalous  manner,  I  crown,  do  you,  my  dear 
that,  as  I  have  often  told  |  Chriftians,  inflexibly  perfiit 
you,  and  now  repeat  it,  with  |  in  your  adherence  to  the  gol- 
tears,  they  are  enemies  to  the  I  pci. 

religion  of  a  crucified  Re- 1  § — a  I  entreat  Euodia, 
deemer  :  I  and  I  entreat  Syntyche,  to 

19  whole  end  is  dellruc-  I  cultivate  unanimity  as  Chri- 
tion  :  whole  God  is  their  I  Ilians. 

belly  :  whofe  glory  is  in  their  |  3  And  I  beg  you  too,  my 

fhame  :  and  whole  fouls  are  I  ever  faithful  and  iincere  com- 
centered  in  fordid  fecular  in-  I  panion,  do  you  afltfl:  t  ho  fit 
tereft.  1  women,  who  along  with  Cie- 

20  But  our  dellined  5  home  I  mens,  and  others  of  my  fei- 
is  in  heaven  —  from  which  |  low-labourers,  whole  names 
blefled  manfions  we  expeft  I  are  regiftered  in  the  book  of 
one  day  to  behold  the  illuf- 1  life,  have  zealoufly  contri- 
trious  defeent  of  the  Saviour,  I  buted  to  the  fuccefs  of  my 
the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  J  evangelical  labours. 

2 1  who  will  then  transform  I  4  Let  your  Chriilian  pro- 
this  mean  and  defpicable  fyf-  I  fefllon  ever  infpirc  you  with 
tem  of  our  mortality  into  the  j  joy — let  your  Chriilian  pro- 
congenial  form  and  fimilitude  I  feflion,  1  repeat  it,-  ever  in- 
of  his  own  glorious  and  re-  I  ipire  you  with  facred  joy. 
fplendent  perfon,  by  the  I  5  Let  your  lenity  and  can- 
powerful  exertion  of  that  I  dour  be  confpicuous  to  all 
energy,  by  which  he  is  able  j  men —  A  dreadful  k  deflruc- 
to  reduce  all  things  to  an  en- 1  cion  from  God  is  now  im- 
tire  fubje&ion  to  his  fovereign  I  pending ! 

controul.  1  6  Suffer  not  your  minds 

■  to 

n 

1  Tlffr  rev  tnrovfxy  Ou&»  VOi  f* 

t’Pvt  ya£  otyaifCt  (AtXU  <Tt)f  ‘BOLTflS&y  «f  TOV 

To  on*,  who  faid  to  him.  Have  you  no  concern  for  your  country  i  God 
forbid,  be  replied,  I  have  the  ereaceft  regard  to  my  country,  pointing  ttr 
irt&uen.  Dion.  Laertius,  p.  8  j.  Nltibot/t.  1692  < 

*  Referring  to  the  deQru&tan  of  Jcrufaltm, 


Chap,  i v* 


to  the  Phi lippi a tts. 


to  be  corroded  with  anxious 

♦ 

cares  about  any  thing :  but 
in  every  Situation  of  life  do 
you,  with  fervent  prayer  arid 
devout  gratitude;  add  refs  your 
petitions  to  the  Supreme. 

7  Arid  that  imriienfe  gbdd- 
nefs  of  the  Deity;  which  he 
hath  difpiaycd  to  the  heathen 
world.  Which  infinitely  traii- 
feends  all  our  molt  enlarged 
conceptions,  will  Maintain 

your  hearts  and  minds  In  an 
Inviolable  attachment  to  ydtir 
Cltriftian  principles, 

8  Finally*  my  Chriftian 
brethren,  whatever  things  afe 
rrue,  whatever  venerable, 
whatever  equitable,  whatever 
pure,  whatever  amiable,  what* 
ever  commendable*  if  there 
is  any  ’thing  virtuous,  any 
thing  laudable,  let  this  en¬ 
gage  your  attention  and  ciii- 
tu  re  : 

9  and  the  iriftruflions, 
which  I  have  taught  you* 
which  1  have  tranfmitted  to 
you,  which  you  have  heard 
from  my  lips,  and  feen  illus¬ 
trated  in  my  oWn  conduct,  do 
you  aflidiioufly  pra&ife :  and 
the  God  of  peace  and  love 

VOL.  II. 


HS 

you 


* 

I  will  ever  accompany 
"  with  hiS  blefling. 

$ — io  I  was  tranfpdrted 
with  Chriftian  joy  to  refleft 
that  your  kind  folicitude  ort 
my  account  hath  now  at  laft 
Revived  —  you  were  formerly 
pie  a  fed  to  nianifeft  your  ge¬ 
nerous  difpofitions  towards! 
me;  but  then  ytfu  had  no 
Opportunity  of  carrying  thetrt 
Into  execution. 

ii  Not  that  I  inentidri 

;this  ori  aceotint  of  any  iridi- 
■gerice— for  I  have  learned  irt 
,  whatever  fitaadoii  I  am  to  be 
'felf:ftifficicrit  1  to  my  own 
happinefs. 

;  it  I  have  leMed  to  beat 
ari  indigent;  I  have  learned 
to  bear  an  opulent,  condition 
— In  every  place,  and  among 
all  men,  I  naVe  beeh  initiated 

Intti  the  art  of  fupporting 
plentiful  and  riectflltous  dr- 
cumftances,  of  tolerating  ar* 
burtdarice  and  pfenury. 

13  I  am  equal  to  every 
variety  -of  human  condition 
through  the  powerful  aid  of 
Chrift. 

14  YoU  have,  however* 

notwithftanding  my  content- 
h  ed 


1  AuTipxviit  felf fufficitnt •  EsSr**  n  fiyivfy 

A  garment,  that  fences  me  from  the  cold,  is  wry  fujficitxt.  Dion.Halicar „ 

p*  7]4«  tom,  1.  Hudfon+  Tcvi  eUtrdfXfa  KtapX*1™*’  /tw  <Ttw5*/ 

The  wife,  being  ftlf-jufiidittt  ft  ibtir  twn  h affine  ft  t  did  not  want 
friends,  Dicg.  Laertius  t  Edit,  MeiUm.  AmfieL  1692.  Apr*r  dirrdfxn  ep*t 

icf&  tulai/griAN  Virtue  was  jtlff undent  tb  its  oUrn  happinefs.  Idem; 
p:2i;.  See  alfo  pages  285,  321,  351,  44c,  481.  Avrdpu*.  tts 

Thinking  cbefe  /undent  to  perluad*  mciL  /,* 

Martjr,  p.  87,  Edit.  Porky  1636, 
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ed  difpofition,  a&ed  veryi  cribution  you  fenc  me  by 
commend  ably  in  tins  bene-  j  Epaphroditus,  an  acceptable 
ficent  contribution;  to  me  in  I  facrifice,  emitting  a  mod  fra- 
iny  diftrefies.  I  grant  odour,  grateful  and 

1 5  Philippians,  you  can-  I  pleading  to  God! 

not  be  drangers,  that  at  the  I  19  May  my  God  fupply  all 
time  of  my  firft  publication  I  your  wants,  from  that  itiex- 
of  the  gofpel  among  you,  |  hauftible  glorious  benignity 
when  I  was  quitting  Mace- 1  he  difplayed  through  Chrill* 
donia,  no  fociety  of  Chri- 1  Jefus  1 
dians  contributed  any  thing!  zo  To  our  fupreme  God 
to  me,  but  yourielves.  I  and  .Parent  be  glory  afcribed 

1 6  For  when  I  was  even  I  through  all  the  revolving 
in  m  Thefialonica,  you  twice  I  ages  of  eternity !  A  men. 
lent  me  charitable  abidance :  I  21  Prefent  my  affc<flionate 

1 7  Not  that  I  defire  a  be- 1  remembrance  to  every  Chri- 
nefadtion  from  you  —  but  1 1  Irian —  The  Chridians,  who 
am  defirOus  your  Chridian  I  are  now  with  me,  embrace 
profefiion  diould  produce  I  ^ou. 

fuch  fruits  as  may  redound]  22  All  the  Chridians,  par- 
to  your  final  happinefs.  I  ticularly  feme  of  the  Empe- 

j  8 1  have  now  sufficiency  I  ror’s  domeftics,  fend  their 
of  every  thing — I  am  now  in  raffc&ionate  falutations. 
affluence — I  am  now  blefied  j  23  May  the  favour  of  our 
with  every  comfort— having]  Lord  Jefus  Chrid  accompany 
received  that  generous  con- r  you  all !  Amen. 

®  On  g  ty  GfrtrtWjxjt*  Tlxffalonica  was  the  Capital  of  Macedonia. 
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PAUL’S  Epiftle  to  the  Coloss ians. 

•  ✓ 

▼ 

CHAP.  I.  i  producing  its  glorious  effects 

I  m  the  worlds  as  it  hath  done 


t  TAAUL  by  divine  dp- 

1— 1 *  pointmrrit  conftitu- 

JL  ted  an  apoftle  of  Je- 
fus  Chrift,  and  Timothy  my 
Chriftian  brother, 

2  join  in  oiir  affedkionate 
filiations  to  the  faithfalib- 
ciety  of  Chriftians  in  Colofle, 
fincerejy  wi  filing  you  every  fa- 
your  and  felicity  from  Goid  oiir 
fuprtfrte  Parent,  and  from  out 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift. 

3  I  pay  my  ferveiit  grati¬ 
tude  to  the  God  and  Father 
of  our  Lord  Jeftis  Chrift  on 
your  account,  ever  inter¬ 
ceding  with  God  for  you  in 
my  prayers, 

4  having  been  informed  of] 
your  reception  of  the  Chri¬ 
stian  religion  and  that  bene¬ 
volence  you  cherifh  for  ail 
Chriftians, 

5  flowing  from  the  glorious 
profpeck  of  that  celefthii  blef- 
fed  nefs  refer ved  for  you,  which 
hath  been  clearly  exhibited 
before  you  from  the  flrft  in 
that  divine  fyftem  of  truth, 
the  gofpel : 

6  which  in  its  rapid  pfo- 
grefs  hath  arrived  at  you,  as 
it  hath'  been  publifhed  to  all 
the  human  race,  and  is  now 

»  v  * 


hi  particular  among  you,  from 
the  very  firft  day  you  em¬ 
braced  it,  and  were  acquainted 
vritK  the  trite  gofpel  of  God : 

7  in  which  you  have  been 
inftrudled  by  Epaphras,  my 
'beloved  collegue  and  your 
faithful  Chriftian  minifter  i 

6  who  infolded  me  of  the 
great  aftedtiori  yori  cherifbed 
tor  ine  on  a  fpifftual j account. 

9  f;  therefore;  from  the 
day  I  firft  heard  thefe  things, 
ecaie  not  to  pour  my  fervent 
prayers  to  heaven  for  .  you; 
T-earocftly  begging  of  God 

that  you  may  &  filled  with  at 
clear  knowledge  of  h’is  will; 
and  acquire  an  accurate  and 
comprehcnlivc  acquaintance 
with  all  the  various  truths- of 

divine  revelation : 

10  in  order  chat  you  may 
behave  in  &  manner  worthy 
the  Chriftian  charader,  and 
be  excited.  In  your  whole 
con  dud,  to  feCure  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  God,  producing 
the  fruits  of  univerfal  virtue, 
and  attaining  higher  degreti 
Of  the  knowledge  of  the 

Deity : 

1 1  being  animated,  by  that 
glorious  power  he  bath  cx- 

L  z  erted 
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erted  towards  you,  to  fuftain 
your  fuflrrings  with  invincible 
patience,  and  to  fopport  them1 
with  inflexible  fortitude  and 

Chriftian  exultation : 

▼ 

1  2  ever  offering  up  your 
moil  grateful  adcnowledg- 
ments  to  the  fupreme  Parent 
of  univerfal  nature,  who  hath 
gracioufly  vouchfafed  to  dif- 
penle  to  you  a  featured  por¬ 
tion  of  that  divine  iplendour 
he  hath  dHFufed  among  the 
general  community  of  Chri- 
ftians;  . 

13  who  -hath  refcued  us 
Heathens  from  the  horrors  of 

r 

our  dark  and  gloomy  confine¬ 
ment,  and  vindicated  us  into 
the  light  and  liberty  of  the 
glorious  kingdom  of  his  be¬ 
loved  Son. 

1 4  By  the  effufron  of  tins 
divine  Perfon’s  blood  we  Gen¬ 
tile  converts  are  extricated 
from  our  moral  fervitude, 
and  are  Wefled  with  the  total 
remifilon  of  our  former  vices : 

1 5  This  rlhrftrious  Perfon- 
age  is  the  image  of  the  iavi- 
15  Me  Supreme,  the  very  jirfi 
bang  the  Deity  formed : 

10  For  by  him  were  oU 
Other  things  created  that  are 
in  heaven*  and  that  are  upon 

earth,  the  vifible  and  the  in- 
vifible,  whether  '  fovereign- 
ties,  or  dominions,  or  govern¬ 
ments,  or  dignities,  all  things 
were  called  into  exigence  by 
Jus  creative  power,  and  to 
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acknowledge  fubje&ion  to 

him : 

tf  And  this  exalted  Perforc 
is  the  Jirfi  of  all  created  beings, 
and  by  him  are  all  things  main¬ 
tained  in  exiftence : 

1 8  And  he  is  the  fupreme 
head  of  the  church,  which  is,< 
figuratively,  his  body :  he  is 
the  primary  and  Jirfi  original 
birth  from  the  womb  of  the 
grave  to  abfolute  immortality 
— fo  that  in  every  refpeft  he 
i»  the  Jirfi  in  dignity  and  emi¬ 
nence  : 

19  For  the  Deity  was 
gracioufly  pleated  that  all  this 
immenfe  plenitude  of  power 
ihould  refide  in  him  4 

20  and  through  his  me¬ 
diation,  to  conciliate  and  unite 
into  one  fyftem,  to  his  glory, 
afi  beings  both  on  earth  and 
in  heaven,  having  conftituted 

a  perfect  harmony  and  con¬ 
cord  betwixt  them  ,by  means 
of  the  effufion  of  his  blood  on 
the  crofs  : 

21  And,  in  particular,  you, 
who  were  once  alienated  from 
him,  and  become  his  enemies 
by  your,  habitual  and  enor¬ 
mous  immoralities,  hath  he 
now  admitted  into  his  friend - 
fiiip, 

32  by  means  of  his  Son’s 
incarnation  and  fubmiffion  to 
death,  that  he  might  exhibit 
you  to  the  world  a  felett,  im¬ 
maculate,  irreproachable  So¬ 
ciety  i 

23  And 
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23  And  this  his  intention 
will  be  anfwered,  fince  you 
now  continue  immoveably 
fixed  on  the  bafts  of  Chri- 
flianiry,  fuffering  nothing  to 
fubvert  thofe  fundamental 
hopes,  in  which  you  have 
been  eftabiifhed  by  thofe  joy¬ 
ful  tidings  you  have  heard, 
which  have  been  diffufed  in 

every  region — of  which  I  Paul 
was  conflituted  a  publUher 
and  herald. 

§ — 24  I  now  exult  in  the 
fufterings  I  fupport  on  your 
account,  and,  in  return  for 
the  perfeeutions  I  once  indic¬ 
ted,  I  now  myfelf  fuffer  per- 
iecution,  filling  up  the.mea- 
fure  of  thofe  diftrefles,  that 
are  ftill  allotted .  me  in  the 
Chriftian  caufe,  for  the  benefit 
of  the  church,  (Thrift's  figu¬ 
rative  body  : 

25  of  which  church  I  was 
appointed  a  minifter,  in  order 
t6  execute  the  defign  of  God 
in  that  particular  province  he 
was  plea  fed  to  affign  me  with 
rel’pedi  to  you  Gentiles : 

25  to  publifh  among  you 
that  unrevealed  iyftem  of  di¬ 
vine  truths,  with  which  for¬ 
mer  ages  and  difpenfations 
were  unacquainted,  but  which 
is  now  promulgated  to  the 
virtuous  and  well-difpofed, 

27  to  whom  the  Deity  was 

defirous  to  difcover  the  glo¬ 
rious  tranfccndent  excellency 
of  this  divine  revelation,  newly 
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published  among  the  Hea^ 
thens,  namely.  That  the  Mef- 
ftah  is  become  to  you  Gentiles 
the  author  of  the  glorious 
hope  of  immortality. 

28  Thefe  evangelical  doc¬ 
trines  we  proclaim  to  the 
world,  folemnly  admoniftiing 
every  perfon,  without  diftinc- 
tion,  carefully  initiating  every 
perfon  into  all  this  divine 
fcience,  in  order  that,  by  the 
Chriftian  religion,  we  may 
advance  every .  perfon  to  the 
higheft  poffible  fummit  of  per¬ 
fection  : 

29  To  accompliih  which, 
I  exert  all  my  endeavours,  fe- 
duloufty  labouring  to  efie& 
this  great  end  by  thofe  mira¬ 
culous  operations,  he  power¬ 
fully  enables  me  to  perform. 

CHAP.  II, 
t  T  AM  defirous  you  Ihould 

X  kno\fr  what  diftreiling 
anxiety  I  am  in  for  you,  for 
the  Chriftians  in  Laodicea, 
and  for  all  other  converts,  to 
whqm  I  am  not  perfon  ally 
known. 

2  Extremely  folicitous  that 
their  minds  might  be  con  (bled, 
that  they  might  all  be  firmly 
connected  in  the  bonds  of 
mutual  benevolence,  that  they 
might  have  the  moft  full  and 
undoubted  aflurance  of  the 
dodlrine  I  pqblifh,  and  ac- 
X  3  knowledge 
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knowledge,  the  newly  revealed  1  fed  unlive  fophifms — conform- 
difcoveries  of  God  the  fupreme  ling  to  the  °  traditionary  opi. 
Father,  and  of  Chrift :  I  nions  of  men,  adopting  the 

3  In  which  revelation  all  I  elements  of  fecular  wifdom, 

the  inexhauftible  treafures  of  I  and  not  following  the  guidance 
wifdom  and  knowledge  are  I  of  Chrift  tan  ity : 
comprized.  I  9  ^or  *n  t^is  fcheme  all  the 

4  1  mention  this  to  prevent  |  plenitude  of  divinity  is  collec- 
any  of  yqu  being  deduced  into  I  tively  combined. 

fatal  delufion?  by  the  pcrfua- 1  i  o  By  the  author  of  this 
five  arts  of  fophiftry.  I  religion,  who  is  conftituted 

5  For  though  in  perfon  1 1  the  fupreme  head  of  all  ad- 
am  abftnt,  yet  in  mind  I  am  ]  miniftration  and  government, 
prefcnt  with  you,  viewing,  1  you  have  been  literally  filled 
with  tranfport,  the  elegant  I  with  ipiritual  gifts. 

order  and  decorum  you  pre- 1  1 1  By  him  have  you  been, 

jferve,  and  your  inflexible  ad- 1  figuratively,  circumcilcd  :  all 
Herence  to  the  Chriftian  reli- 1  your  carnal  vices  being  torally 
gion.  I  cut  off  and  for  ever  removed 

6  As  therefore,  upon  con- 1  from  you  by  that  moral  cir- 
yidion,  you  have  embraced  I  cumcifion  you  have  received 
the  doctrines  of  Jefus  Chrift  I  from  Chrift. 

our  Lord,  let  them  form  the  J  12  With  him  have  you 

rules  of  your  conduct :  I  been  figuratively  interred  in 

7  firmly  fixed-in  the  prin-j  your  baptifmal  immerlion  ; 
ciples  of  his  gofpel,  and  im- 1  with  himalfo  have  you  been 
moveably  founded  on  the  I  figuratively  railed  to  life,  by 
bafis  of  his  religion,  eftab-  J  means  of  your  firm  perfuafion 
filhed  in  thole  doctrines  you  I  that  he  was  railed  from  the 
have  been  taught,  making  I  grave  by  the  omnipotent  ener- 
continuaj  improvements,  and  I  gy  of  God. 

exprefling  your  devout  grati-  I  13  And  you,  who  are  now 
tude  to  God.  I  dead  ®  to  your  vices,  and  to 

8  Be  cautious  left  you  fall  j  ail  your  jrormer  abominable 
ft  prey  to  any  perfon’s  phik>-  I  enormities,  hath  he  railed  tc 
iopbical  tenets,  and  frivolous  I  life  along  with  himielf,  having 

gracioufly 

*  Meaning  the  abfurd  iyftetp  of  the  htethen  mythology  and  pbjlofophy. 
®  This  £ adage  is  'parallel  with  Efhef.  chap,  ii.  1.  Moft  of  our  printed 
fopies  have  ir  t ttf  &cu4.t%  fiae i,  bat  »  is  not  in  fevferal  MSS.  Ice  Mr-! 
and  Wftfttht.  It  is  onufted  in  the  Editions  of  Erajmui ,  of  'Alito,  of  Cf> 
/w<vw,  of  Strefiurg  1524,  of  Hflfil  1535,  1556,  1^71. 
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gracioufly  expunged  at  once  j  of  angels-rofficioufly  intruding 
ail  your  prior  immoralities :  !  into  things  ‘wrapped  in  impe- 

14  having  entirely  cancel  I  netrable  darknefs,  foolimly 
led  and  vacated  that  bill  p  I  in  Rated  with  ignorance  and 
confuting  of  fuch  a  variety  of I  conceit} 

ceremonial  articles,  which  we  |  19  and  not  connecting  him-? 

were  liable  to  dilcharge — this  I  felf  with  the  head,  from  which 
he  for  ever  annulled,  by  nail-  I  the  whole  body  deriving  thole 
ing  it  to  his  crols :  I  Supplies,  which  are  regularly 

1 5  having  pulled  down  I  diMifcd  through  every  part 
tliofe  religious  eftablifhmcnts  1  of  the  whole  frame,  and  by 
Supported  by  the  great  and  I  which  It  is  combined  into  one 
powerful,  he  hath  led  them  j  fyftem,  is  advancing  to.  an 
in  triumph,  openly  expoling  j  1  immenfe  magnitude* 

them  to  the  view  of  the  world.  I  .  20  Since  then  the  death  of 

id  Let  no  one  therefore  1  Chrilt  hath  diftblve^  your 
cenfure  you  for  any  irregu- 1  connections  with  die  princr- 
larities  with  regard  to  any  ]  pies  of  human  philofophy, 
food,  or  drink,  or  felHval,  or  I  why  are  you,  as  if  your  life 
new  moon,  or  patricular  lo- 1  was  lolely  drcumfWibed  with- 
iemnity  :  a  in  the  limits  of  this  world,  Rill 

1 7  for  thefe  are  hut  the  J  tenacious  of  its  tenets  ? 

mere  Jbadows  of  a  future  glo-  |  2 1  for  example,  fuch  phi- 

rious  bodyy  namely,  Chrift.  J  lofophical  maxims  as  thele : 

18  Let  no  one  therefore  j  Foroear  to '  eat :  Forbear  to 
wreft  your  crown  from  you  J  tafte :  Forbear  even  to  touch : 
by  a  pretended  voluntary  felf-  j  22  All  which  things  tend 
mortification,  or  an  adoration  *  to  harm,  when  they  arc  abufed 

L  4  — being 

■ 

■ 


p  x«p ««  of  hand.  Tit*  bill  confi&ed  of  a  great  variety  of 
itrtmsnial  articles  which  they  were  obliged  to  difeharge,  and  which  were 
in  full  force  again!!  them. 

Debitor  aut  fumptos  ptrgit  non  redden  mtmnut 
Vana  fupem/aetd  dittos  chirographs  fignt. 

juvdnal.  Sat.  zvi.  40. 

<k  Atigmr  t»v  Qtw,  a  very  large  encreafc,  an  immenft  fize  or  amplitude. 
Of  God  is  the  Jeviijb  Superlative. 

1  My  atyn,  tat  not.  Arltftai  dignifies  to  eat.  damot  roctj  ts  'j, 

tcst  atSfamtut  xpt sot  It  wa»  not  an  unholy  thing  even  to  tat 

human  nclh.  Diog.  Laertius,  tom.  t .  p»  348.  Edit.  Mttbom,  Amfitl.  1692. 

Twroi  r»  90 >«o*e  <i-rayofU)taj  ft*  or 1  Ji  aritobxt  r»r  He 

prohibited  the  killing,  much  more  thf  eating ,  of  animal).  Idem  p.  498 . 

Qt  F  ft’pdP  ?  Xlfl OkTO  yc u 0(9. 

Oppian,  KiVijy.  lib.  iv.  284. 
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—being  praCtifed  merely  out 
of  regard  to  the  precept^  and 
fiqgmata  of  philofopjiers : 

23  but  they  have  a  por¬ 
tion  of  wifdom,  when  they 
are  obeyed  from  a  principle 
of  vqlu  ntary  devoted  nefs  to 
pod,  of  true  humility,  ana 
maceration  of  the  body,  not 
put  of  any  regard  tp'  the  la¬ 
riating  the  animal  appetites* 

♦ 

CHAP.  III. 

i  OINCE 1  then  you,  have 

1^  been  ratfed  up  along 
with  Chrift,  do  you  intenfely 
afpire  after  the  various  blef- 
fednefs  of  that  world,  where 
Chrift  is  now  fitting  at  the 
right  hand  of  God. 

2  Let  your  affections  cen¬ 
ter,  not  in  the  objects  of  this 
life,  bpt  in  the  objects  of 
eternity. 

3  For  ypu  are  dead,  and 
your  future  life  hath  been 
depofited  by  the  Deity  In  the 
hands  of  Chrift. 

4  When  Chrift,  who  will 
reanimate  our  ileeping  duft, 
fhall  appear,  then  fhaTl  you, 
at  the  fame  time  with  nim, 
be  exhibited  in  glorious  fulen- 
dpur, 

5  Do  you  mortify,  there¬ 
fore,  all  your  depraved  earth¬ 
ly  pafiions,  debauchery,  im- 

% 


purity,  fodomy,  luft,  and  ex¬ 
orbitant  lewdnefs,  which  is 
idolatry. 

6  For  which  enormities 
the  wrath  of  God  is  now  im¬ 
pending  over  the  abandoned 

f  v .  &  .•  ...  • 

and  incorrigible : 

7  With  whom  you  were 
oqce  aflociated,  and  indulged 
the  fame  vicious  purfuits  : 

8  But  do  you  now  throw 
off  all  thefe  profligate  habits, 
and  for  ever’  baniili  from  a- 
mong  you  anger,  paflion, 
malice,  calumny,  and  ab.uiiyc 
language. 

9  Do  not  violate  truth, 
fince  you  have  now  caft  oft 
your  old  heathenilh  ftate  with 
all  its  abandoned  practices, 

to  and.  arc  now  in  vest'd 
with  the  privileges  of  a  n&v 
dispensation,  which,  like  its 
original  Author,  is  replete 
With  the  moft  tranfeendent 

*  «  4  i 

wifdom, 

1 1  tJnder  this  difpenfation 
there  is  no  diftinCtion  of 
Greek  and  Jew,  of  circum- 
cjfed  and-  uncircumcifed,  of 
Barbarian,  Scythian,  Have,  or 
freeman  —  b.ut  they  are  ail 
combined  into  one  harmo¬ 
nious  community  under  Chrift 
—  who  diftributeth  Jpi  ritual 
gifts  to  them  all  indifcrimi- 
nately. 

\2  As  you  are  therefore 
the  feleCt,  diftinguifhed,  and 

beloved 


1  with  an  indicatiix  frequently  Jignifiea  Jinu.  £1 
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beloved  fociety  of  God,  do  1  rietyof  wifdom,  occupy  your 
you  adorn  your  minds  with  I  minds — and  do  you  inftrudfc 
the  amiable  habits  of  fympa-  I  and  admoriifli  yourielves  of 
the  tic  tendernefs,  benignity,  I  your  religious  duty  °  by 
humility,  lenity,  equanimity :  I  pfalms,  and  hymns,  and  fpi- 

1 3  bearing  with  one  an-  I  ritual  odes  —  chanting  thefe 
other,  and  forgiving  one  an- 1  to  God  with  the  melody  of  a 
other,  when  any  of  you  hath  I  grateful  heart. 

a  complaint  againft  another  I  17  And  let  all  your  words 
— •  as  Chrift  hath  gracioufly  I  and  actions  be  fuch  as  ber 
forgiven  you,  do  you,  in  imi?  I  come  the  Chriftian  character 
cation  of  him,  generoufly  I  —add  re  fling  your  pious  acr 
forgive  one  another.  I  knowledgments  to  the  fu- 

14  And  *  be  fide  s  a.U  thefe  I  pretne  God  and  Father,  thro* 
virtues  abovementioned,  do  I  the  mediation  of  Chrift. 

■  *  SflDj 

you  adorn  yourfelves  with  I  § — 18  Wives,  pay  fub- 
benevplence,  which  is  the  I' million  to  your  hufbands,  as 
great  bond  and  dement  of  |  it  is  your  incumbent  duty,  as 
perfection.  I  Chriftian  profeflqrs, 

j  5  And  let  an  afie&jng  I  19  Jdufbands,  cherilh  a 
ienic  of  that  diftingujlhed  I- tender  affection  for  your 
happinels,  into  which  God  I  wives,  apd  fuffer  not  your- 
iuth  gracioufly  introduced  |  fclves  to  harbour  any  virulent 
you,  deligning  to  form  all  1  tefentments  againft  them. 
Chriftians,  indifcriminately,  I  20  Children,  render  an 
into  one  body,  ever  prefide  l  univerfal  obedience  to  your 
m  your  hearts  —  and  let  this  I  parents—  this  will  recoin- 
flgnal  blefling  infpire  you  I  mend  you  to  the  approbation 
with  gratitude  to  God.  1  of  God. 

16  Let  the  Chriftian  reve- 1  ax  Fathers,  treat  not  your 
lation,  with  all  its  rich  va-  I  children  with  crqel  fe verity, 

9  that 

*  Et»  van  it  toutok.  Bin  men  does  not  fignify  above  all,  hut 

.  *  * 

rfitr,  or,  brfdtt  all .  E*t  it  rwmf  oentom,  no;  NttriiXnpvtof  a  urn 
ufvotro  r \i%at.  After  all  thefe,  he  lamented  his  ddtiny.  Dion .  Halicarf 
tom.  1.  p.  268.  Oxen.  Tjjv  j'tirt  vote reuf  rtxotyfHWV*  Idem,  p.  224., 

F.vt  it  tok  itdrnXdss  ot  Poim.  After  thefe  the  Rhodians  entered.  Poly- 
bios.  Cafaubon.  Hanev,  1619.  811,  See  p.  699,  719,  744,  908. 

u  At iountorrtt  x)  wu3i vcwrrtf  ieutrw(  Juf  ratting  and  ad* 

motif  ring  yourselves  by  pfalmt &C, 
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that  their  w  fpirita  be  not  I  matter  in  heaven,  to  whom 
broken.  I  you  are  accountable. 

22  Servants,  pay  an  yn- 1  § — z  Do  you  conttantly 
referved  obedience  to  your  I  perform  the  duty  of  prayer, 
temporal  matters — pot  Ihow- 1  ^nd  let  grateful  acknowledg¬ 
ing  a  mere  exterior  officiouf?  I  ments  continually  make  a  part 
n els,  as  thole,  whole  foie  I  of  yoyr  devotional  exerciies : 
ftudy  it  is  to  inlinuate  them- 1  3  At  the  fame  time  inter- 

tehres  into  the  affe&ions  of  I  ceding  wjth  God  for  me,  that 
men  ;  but  as  thole,  who  are  j  he  would  open  before  me  a 
influenced  by  the  fear  of  God,  I  profpeft  of  r  more  extenlive 
let  your  fervice  be  performed  I  ufefulnefs,  that  I  may  pro- 
with  undifSembled  integrity.  I  pagate  among  men  thole  re- 
■  2.3  And  let  all  the  offices  j  vealed  truths,  for  which  I 
of  your  fervile  ftadon  be  dif- 1  am  now  under  confinement : 
charged  with  hncere  chear- 1  4  that  I  may  difplay  them 

fulnels,  as  thole  who  are  more  I  to  the  world  in  fuch  a  man- 
foiicitous  to  approve  them- 1  ner,  as  it  becomes  me  to  pub- 
lelves  to  God  dun  t<j  men :  I  lilh  them. 

24  perfuaded,  that  your  |  5  Behave  with  the  great- 
fidelity  lhall  be  finally  requi-  j  eft  prudence  towards  thole 
ted,  by  the  Almighty?  with  I  who  are  not  Chrifttans — huf- 

a  glorious  inheritance — -fori banding  your  fleeting  mo- 
you  are  the  fervants  of  your  I  ments  with  the  greateft  fru- 
m  after  Chrilt  j  gality. 

25  But  the  fervant,  who  j  6  Let  your  common  dif- 

is  unjuft,  lhall  be  punilhed  1  ciourfe  be  ever  ufeful  and  in¬ 
fer  the  injury  he  hath  done,  J  ltru&ive,  feafoned  with  fait— 
by  that  Being,  who  pays  no  |  that  you  may  know  to  acquit 
regard  to  the  civil  diftin&ion  j  yourfclves  in  convcrfation 
of  perfons.  j  with  diferetion  and  wifdom. 

Chap,  iv,  1  Matters,  doj  § — 7  You  will  receive  a 
what  is  juft  and  equitable*  to  j  minute  and  circu mftantial  ac- 
your  *  fervants*,  confciousi  count  of  my  prefen t  affairs 
tlrat  you  yourfelves  have  a '  from  Tychicus,  a  beloved 

brother, 

w  ASvfAwn*. 

*  With  what  inhumanity  apd  unfeeling  cruelty  even  Cah  treated  his 
(laves,  fee  a  memorable  i alienee  in  Plutarch'*  life  of  Marcm  Cota,  p.  62*. 
.  Edit.  Gr.  Han.  Stefhmi. 

Ov  TO'jf  xcxTtuvrxs  yj* j  x-r.rnv  x  pn 
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r  Becaufe  he  was  now  inprifon. 


Ciwp.  iv. 

brother,  a  faithful  minifter, 
and  my  Chriftian  collegue. 

8  1  have  difpatched  this 
worthy  perfon  to  you  for  this  j 
very  purpofe,  that  he  might 
give  *  you  a  particular  infor¬ 
mation  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
my  affairs,  and  might,  at 
the  fame  time,  confolc  your  | 

minds. 

9  Along  with  him  I  have 
fent  Oncfiiuus,  who  is  one  of 
your  fociety,  a  dear  and  faith¬ 
ful  Chriftian— Thcfe  will  ac¬ 
quaint  you  with  the  fituation 
of  things  here, 

§ — io  Aristarchus  de¬ 
fires  his  affectionate  remem¬ 
brance,  and  Mark  the  couGn 
of  Barnabas,  about  whom 
you  have  received  my  orders 
— Ihould  he'  vifit  you,  give 
him  a  kind  receprion. 

i  z  Jefus  alfo  fir  named 
Juftus — Thefe  three,  who  are 
all  Jewifh  converts,  are  the 
only  peribns,  who  co-operate 
with  me  in  eftablifhing  the 
kingdom  of  God  —  Thefe 
have  been  a  great  comfort  to 
me. 

i2  Epaphras,  a  member 
of  your  fociety,  fends  his  (a- 
lutations,  who  continually,  in 
his  prayers,  implores  God 
with  the  greateft  fervency, 


that  you  may  acquire  a  clear  ■ 
and1  accurate  knowledge  of 
Chriftianity,  may  perceive; 
the  fulnefs  of  its  evidences, 
and  fteadily  perfift  in  the  per¬ 
formance  or  the  whole  will 
:  of  God. 

13  1  can  bear  him  witnels 
that  he  cherityes  the  warmeft 
affe&ion  for  you,  and  for  t^e 
Chriftians  in  Laodicea  and 

I  ♦  ’ 

lerapolis. 

14  JL,uke,  the  beloved  phy- 
fician,  and  Demas,  beg  their 
kind  remembrance. 

1 5  I  beg  my  affe&ionate 
^durations  to  the  Chriftians 
ip  Laodicea,  to  Nympha, 
and  to  the  cpurch  that  meets 
in  his  houle, 

16  After  you  have  read 
this  epiftle,  caufe  it  to  be 
read  alfo  in  the  church  of  the 
Laodjpcans — and  do  you  read 
the  epiftlc  to  the  Laodiceans. 

17  Bid  Archippus  faith¬ 
fully  execute  the  duties  of 
the  minifterial  office,  with 

which  he  hath  been  intruft- 

r  ’  < 

ed. 

.  j  8  *  My  own  kind  remem¬ 
brance  of  you  I  write  with 
my  own  hand  —  Remember 
my  confinement.  May  the 
divine  favour  ever  attend  you! 
Amen. 


to  the  Col  os  sian  s. 


I>*r«  is  the  true 'reading. 

As  far  as  tbit  verfe  hh  Amanaenfis  had  Written 


PAUL’* 


P  A  U  Us  Firft  Epiftle  to  the  T  H  E 

SALONIANS, 


CHAP.  L 

I  TT>AUL,  Silvan,  and 

Timothy,joininour 
JL  moft  affe&ionate  fa- 

}u  rations  to  the  fociety  of 
Chriftians  at  Theflalonica, 
who  believe  in  one  fupreme 
God,  and  in  the  divine  mif- 
flop  of  our  Lord  Jefus  the 
Mefliah —  We  fincerely  wifli 
you  every  felicity  and  blef- 
fing  from  the  Deity,  and  from 
Jems  Chrift. 

2  The  candid  reception 
you  gave  the  gofpel  at  its 
publication  among  you  per¬ 
petually  fills  us  with  the 
warm  eft  acknowledgments  to 
heaven,  and  ever  engages  us 
to  a  remembrance  of  you  in 
our  prayers  to  God. 

3  We  often  review  and 
often  commemorate  with 
pleafure  your  favourable  ad- 
jmiffion  of  the  Chriftian  doc¬ 
trine,  the  generous  fervour 
of  your  benevolence,  and  your 
firm  unfhaken  perfuafion  of 
that  blefled  immortality, 
which  God  our  common  era r 
cious  Parent  promifed  tnitf 
Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 
f  We  are  convinced,  deajr 


Chriftian  brethren,  that  God 

^  ■ 

hath  exp  refled  a  diftinguilhed 
regard  for  you  by  inviting 
you  to  embrace  Chriflianity. 

5  The  gracious  intention 
of  God  towards  you  abun¬ 
dantly  appeared  from  this, 
that  when  we  firft  exhibited 
the  evidences  of  the  gofpel 
before  you,  to  fecure  your 
aflent,  God  was  pleafea  to 
ratify  and  confirm  them  by 
many  fignal  and  aftonifhlng 
operations  —  To  you  we  can 
appeal  for  the  integrity  and 
uprightnefs  of  our  behaviour 
among  you. 

6  And  we  are  alfo  plea- 
fingly  confcious,  how  ftudious 
ana  ambitious  you  were  to 
imitate  the  virtues  of  our 
Lord,  and  to  make  our  lives 
the  pattern  of  your  own, 
after  you  were  convinced  of 
the  truth  of  Chriftianity  — 
which  we  publifhed  indeed 
amgng  you  in  great  bodily 
pain  and  affli&ton,  but  with 
divine  energy  and  tranfporr. 

7  Your  exemplary  conduct, 
after  your  profit  flion.  of  Chri¬ 
ftianity,  was  fo  illuftrious  as 
to  become  a  model  and  ftan- 
dard  to  all  Qlher  foe  k  ties  of 

Chri. 


Chap.  H. 


FrrJ  kc 


ChrifHans  in  Macedonia  and 
Achaia : 

8  tor  from  you,  as  from  a 
center,  was  the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion  difFuftd,  not  only  in 
Macedonia  arid  Acliaia,"  but 
in  all  the  adjacent  countries 
and  cities  around  in  every 

direction — die  reception  you 
gave  to  that  divine  fcheme, 
which  infinite  wifdom  con¬ 
trived,  and  your  virtuous 
obedience,  were  fo  univerfally 
celebrated,  as  to  render  any 
encomiums  from  us  entirely 

unneceflary. 

9  For  in  all  the  places  we 
vifited,  we  were  told,  what  a 
favourable  admiilion  you  had 
given  us  and  our  doctrines, 
with  what  indignation  you 
had  abandoned  your  falfe  fic¬ 
titious  deities,  to  ferve  the 
one  fupreme  and  ever-living 

God, 

10  and  with  what  pious 
and  fervent  afpi rations  you 
expected  the  glorious  appear¬ 
ance  of  his  fon  Jefus  from 
Jicavcn —  that  divine  Perfon- 
age,  whom  God  railed  frOnr 
die  grave,  and  whom  infinite 
wifdom  deputed  to  reform  a 
depraved  world,  and  to  refeue 
us  from  future  perdition. 

CHAP.  II. 


i  TJT OU  are  confcious,  my 
X  feliow-Chriftians,  that 

our  wimfieriji  hbours,  when 


we  firft  came  among 

were  not  unfuccefsful. 

■ 

2  You  know,  afte r  all  the 
injurious  and  abufive  treat¬ 
ment  we  m«  with  at  Phi¬ 
lippi,  with  what  affectionate' 
earneftnefs  and  undaunted 
fortitude  we  published  among' 
you  the  glad  ridings  of  the 
Chriftian  difpehfarion/ 

2  Our  importunate  exhor¬ 
tations  to  you  are  flot  the  dic¬ 
tates  of  vain  erroneous  delu- 
fioh,  are  not  the  fu 
of  infincerity  and 

daft,  of  fraud  and  impoftUre  f 

4  but  confcious  that  the 
great  God  hath  defigned  iet 
torntniffibh  us  to  piodirim 
thefe  divine  truth's  among, 
mankind,  we  freely  jpubliftt 
them  among  his  rational  crea¬ 
tures  —  not  with  a  view  to 
fecure  the  vain  applauie  of 
the  world,  but,  by  a  faithful 
difeharge.  of  this  arduous 
truft,  to  recommend  ourfelves 
to  the  approbation  of  that 
God,  who  is  perfectly  ac¬ 
quainted  with  our  hearts. 

5  That  wc  never  once 
ftooped  to  pra&ife  among 
you  any  mean  low  arts  of 
fervility  and  adulation,  we 
appeal  to  you  :  and  that  wer 
never  a&cd  from  any  felf- 
interefted  views,  we  folemnly 
appeal  toGod. 

6  Nor  was  it  ever  our 


acquire 

fame  e 
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you,  or  from  any  other — when  ling  you,  by  every  perfuafivc 
wer  might  have  warned  among  I  argument,  to  behave  in  a 
you  that  b  dignity  and  autho- 1  manner  worthy  that  God, 
rity,  to  which  bur  apoftolic  I  who  was  gratioufly  pleafed  to 
charader  entitles  us;  I  conftitute  you  the  fubjeds  of 

7  yet  we  ever  treated  you  I  his  glorious  kingdom. 

with  the  grbateft  mildnefs  and  |  13  It  alfb  never  fails  to 

condefcenfion,  and  with  alljinipire  us  with  the  warmeft 
the  indulgent  tendernefs  that  I  gratitude  to  God,  when  we 
A  fond  mother  oqprefles  for  1  refled,  that  at  our  very  firft 
tire  objeds  of  her  .aBedion.  |  promulgation  of  the  Chriftian 

8  Such  is  the  intenfe  ar*  |  revelation  among  you,  you 

dour  of  our  love  for  you,  that  j  embraced  its  dodrines,  not 
we  would  with  pleasure  hot  J  as  the  tenets  6f  men,  but,  as 
only  devote  the  goipel  but  I  in  reality  they  are,  the  die- 
our  own  lives  to  promote  your  I  tales  of  divine  wifdom — as  is 
happinefsj  I  abundantly  evinced  from  the 

9  You  remember  with  ^hat  I  foiritual  gifts,  which  the 
indefatigable  diligence  and  I  Deity  now  enables  ybu  to 

aflidaity  we  preached  the  di- 1  exert; 
vine  truths  of  the  Chriftian  I  14  Your  fate  too  ,my  d  car 
religion  among  you ;  and  with  I  Chriftian  brethren,  hath  been 
what  induftry  we  worked  day  lexadly  fimilar  to  that  of  the 
and  night;  chat  we  might  I  Chriftian  focieties  in  Judrea 
not  be  burdeniome'  to  any  of  |  —for  you  have  been  involved 
you.  I  iff  the  feme  troubles  from 

10  We  can  appeal  to  I  your  countrymen,  as  were 
God,  and  we  can  appeal  tof  inflided  upon  them  by  the 
you,  for  the  fknftity,  the  I  jews, 

integrity,  and  .  the  inviolate  j  25  that  obftinatc  and  in- 
purity  of  our  manners  among  I  corrigible  people,  who  cm- 
you.  I  brued  their  hands  in  the 

2 1  You  are  confcious  that  I  blood'  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  who 
we  ever  intruded  and  admo- 1  aflaflinated  their  prophets, who 
tiifhed  you  with  all  the  pathe-  I  have  ever  perfccuted  us  with 
tic  and  lolicitous  anxiety  of  I  unrelenting  rage,  are  guilty 
an  affedionate  parent :  I  of  the  moft  flagrant  impiety 

12  conjuring  and  entreat- *  againft  God,  who  Cherim  an 

implacable 


«  ♦ 

6  Er  C&tti,  gravity  autluriiativ/  fi&maiff,  in  opposition  tit  miUtufi 

and  fwtttnefi  of  manner}. 


Chap.  li.  to  the  Thessa  loMians.  (^9 

implacable  enmity  againft  c  •  a  fcheme  abfblutcly  imprac- 
#11  mankind,  I  tic  able. 

1 6  and  who  pra&ife  every  I  19  For  what  is  it  confti- 
method  to  hinder  our  ufeful- 1  totes  our  higheft  happineft  * 
nefs  among  the  Heathens-^-  j  what  is  it  ioothes  us  with  plea- 
So  that  by  all  thefe  enormi- 1  fing  liope,  and  inlpires  us 
tics  their  national  wickednefs  I  with  exultation  and  triumph  ? 
is  arrived  at  its  ultimate  height  |  —It  is-the  felicity,  into  which 
and  completion,  and  the  wrath  I  you  will  be  introduced  at  the 
of  God  is  going  to  overwhelm  I  fecond  appearance  of  our  Lord 
them  in  the  moft  J  dreadful  I  Jeius  Chrift. 
ddlru&ion.  20  It  is  in  you  we  glory—* 

§ — 17  The  circumftancc  it  is  in  you  we  exult. 

of  our  being  reluAantly  tom . 
from  you,  my  dear  Fellow- 

Chriftians,  for  a  fhort  time,  1  C  H  A  P.  III. 
and  our  intimate  union  being  ! 

diffolved  by  diftance  of  place,  I  1  T  T  PON  mj  arrival  iff 
not  of  affe&ion,  hath  inflamed  I  Athens,  I  felt  my 

us  all  with  the  moft  ardent !  heart  penetrated  with  fuchr 
defire  to  revifit  you,  I  painful  anxiety  for  you,  a s? 

1 S  Accordingly  we  all  |  became  at  laft  abfolutcly  *  in- 
fully  intended  to  return  to  I  tolerable  —  I  chofe  therefore 
you,  and  myfelf,  in  particular,.  I  to  be  lefc  quite  alone  in  that 
repeatedly  attempted  to  carry  |  city, 

this  intention  into  execution:!  2  and'  immediately  dif- 
— but  our  implacable  adver- |  patched  Timothy  to  you,  my 
faries  the  Jews  rendered  fuch » dear  Chriftian  brotheiy  fellow- 

mihifter, 

c  Uamr  wsrtttf.  Tbit  eharaQer  of  the  Jewijb  nation  w 

confirmed  by  Taolu;,  almoit  in  the  very  Words  of  the'  ApoAle.  Apud 
ipfos  (Judxos)  fides  obftinatx,  mlfericordia  in  prompt!!,  fed  tuhtrfis  omn/i 
allot  bcjUle  odium.  Tacit!  Hifi.  lib,  v.  vol.  3.  Edit.  Dublin,  p.  3 9 
The  IJrwi  were  difiinguiihcd  for  their  rancour  and  virulence,  fays  Diorr. 

CaJJitts :  To  tci  ytifa1  ofjrtev  3v/*«5h r,  vauuTotTW  ti~i.  D,  CoJputJ 
tom  1.  p.  <86.  Edit.  Rtimari.  Hamburg .  1750.  Juftin  Martyr  remarks  this 
their  ptcultar  violence.  0<%  cvrut  yap  ret  ak A*  ut  resume  mu 

mStxtav  me  at  i Jpttf  to*  X»*r 0*  tw^omsi,  afro*  uyat;.  Dialog, 

cum  Trypb.  p.  42.  Edit.  (Jr.  R.  Stepban.Paris.  *551. 

4  Deftmftion  of  Jerufalem  by  the  Rumour. 

«  Mft mti  cty-.trti,  not  being  able  to  bear  it  any  longer.  Taw  y*g 
etxxtev  cu$tv  al ynae  ftyctw-  No  other  velfel  would  contain  it.  Plutarch. 
Alixartitr.^.  1296,  Sttphani.  Tev  \vy.v  t<*<  ffwyaj -/«>  P& 

hsti  Stratagem,  p.  jjj,  Cafattbw.  _ 
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miniftcr,  and  afibciate,  to  con- 1  7  we  were*  my  Chrilliao 

firm  you  in  the  principles  of  I  brethren,  fo  tranfported  with 
the  Chriftian  religion,  and  I  this  agreeable  account  of  your 
to  give  you  a  clear  view  of  I  adherence  to  the  gofpd,  that 
the  inftitution  you  have  cm-  I  all  the  ideas  of  our  fufterings 
braced,  I  among  you  inftantJy  vanilhed, 

3  in  order  that  yotir  former  I  and  were  fucceeded  by  the 
conviction  of  the  truth  of  I  higheft  extafics  of  facred  joy 
Chriftianity  might  not  be  in-  I  and  confolation. 

validated  by  thole  fufferings  I  8  Continue  but  firm  in 
we  fuitained — To  tHefe  per-  j  your  attachment  to  the  C hr i  • 
locutions  you  know  our  prin- 1  ftian  revelation,  and  our  pre- 
ciples  ncccflarily  expole  us.  I  lent  happinefs  vs  confummate. 

4  When  we  were  among  1 ,  9  What  lufficient  returns 
you  we  faithfully  told  you  that  I  are  we  capable  of  making  to 
we  lhould  be  involved  in  di- 1  heaven  for  the  pure  crahfport- 
ftrefs —  and  you  know  how  ling  joy,  which  you  have  in- 
true  our  predi&iofte  proved.,  j  jfpired  into  our  hearts !  God 

5  The  review  therefore  of  I  alone  is  witnefs  of  its  fa- 
yon  r  ftate  filling  me,  in  my  I  vency. 

abfence,  with  the  moft  ex- 1  10  Not  a  day, .  not  a  night 

cruciating  and  unfufferable  |  paftes*  without  the  moft  af- 
anxicty,  i  lent  immediately  I  refijonate  wifhes  to  fee  you 
to  know,  how  you  flood  af- 1  .again,-  and  to  fupply  your  pre- 
fetled  to  Chriftianity  —  tor-  j  lent  dcfe&ive  knowledge  of 

•tured,  in  the  mean  time,  with  I  (the  Chriftian  church.- 

-  #  ^  ■  •  •  _  _ 

the  acuteft  diftrefs,  for  fearl.  n  May  the  ever  blefTed 
you  ihould  have  been  feduced  I  God  our  fupreme  Parent,  and 
from  your  principles,  and  all  lour  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  grant 
our ,  labours  among  you  for  |  me  a  profperous  journey  to 
ever  fruftrated,  I  you  1 

6  But  when  Timothy  re-  I  12  And  may  God  tnfptre 
turned  and  told  me  the  agree-  I  you  with  the  fameintenfe  love 
able  news  of  your  fteady  at-  I  and  benevolence  for  one  ano- 
tachment  to  Chriftianity,  oflther,  and  for  all  mankind, 
your  generous  benevolence,  I  that  burns  iri  my  bofom  for 
of  your  .kind  remembrance,  of  I  you ! 

us,  and  of  the  fervent  defire  |  1 3  in  order  that  your  minds 

you  ever  exprefled  to  fee  us —  I  may  be  inviolably  eftablilhed 
a  defire,  which  we  can  afiiire  I  in  the  principles  and  pra&ice 
you  is  mutual,  I  of  universal  holinefs,  and  that 


Chap. IV;  to  the  T iIessalonians.  i&t 

you  may  be  prelented  irre- 1  the  Jbed  of ;  his  brother — On 
proac hable  before  the  tribunal  I  all  fuch  criminal  enormities 
of  the  fupreme  God,  in  that  I  as  tjiefc  God  will  irifiidt  the 
awful  day  when  Chrift  (hall  I  mod  dire .  punilbments  — 7  as 
appear  .attended  by  ail  his  vir-  j  formerly,  .in  the.  moft  aflfec- 
tuous  followers.  I  donate  and  importunate  terms 

I  We  allured  you  he  would. 

I  7  For  God!  under  the  Chs  k 
CHAP.  IV.  Iftian  difpenfation,  doth  not 

f  allow  fuch  depraved  and  fen- 
t  TN  fine*  my  dear  Chri-  jfual  defires  as  thefe— lie  .infills. 

JL  ftian  brethren*  we  en~  1  on’  the  ftrittcft  purity  of  heart' 
treat  and  folcntnly  adjure  you  I  and  manners^ 
by  our  Lord  Jeliis,-  that  as  I  8  He  therefore*  who  affetfts 
we  preli  ribcd  to  you  the  rules  j  to  comeuin  tl^efe  injunftions, 
of  your  future  conduct,  and  I  doth  not  flight  theadmoai-- 
taiihfuliy  (hewed  yottthe  ate?  I  tions  of  men,-;  but  of'  that 
thod  of  fecuring  the  divine  j  God,-  who  hath  authorized, 
approbation*  you  would  everiand  endowed  US  wjth  lpirituaL- 
ftrive  to  acquire  higher  de-|  powers, 
greesof  moral  improvements  I  §—9  There  is  no  occa- 

2  1  need  not  remind  ybu.l  fiarf  for  me  ftrenuoufly  to  in- 

of  the  particular  injunctions  I  create  upon  you  mutual  be- 
we  laid  upon  you,  as  Chriftian  I  neyolence  and  kjve1—  natural 
p  rofcflors;  I  religion  abundantly  di&ates  to 

3  For  God  requires  you  to  |  you  the  obligation  of  this  i  ni¬ 
si  bandon  all  your  former  de-  fpoitant  duty. 

Imichery  apd  lenfuaticy,  and!  10  And  indeed  you  eml- 
m  maintain  an  inviolate  con- 1  nently  diftingurifli  ~your(elvcs 
tinence  and  purity.  |  by  the  exercife  Of  this  moft 

4  He  requires  every  one  f  amiable  virtue — your  gene- 
of  you  to  preferyc.  his  body  ]  roUsfocialaffedtions -have  been 
in  the  dignity  and  honour  of  j  moft  liberally  diffufed  to  every 
an  immaculate  chattily,  I  Chriftian  focicty  throughout 

5  and  to  refrain  from  all  ]  the  whole  extent  of  all  Ma- 

tholc  libidinous  excefles,wluch  I  cedonia  —  And  we  beg  you 
the  unconverted  Heathens  in- 1  would  ftill  afpire  after,  fil  blimer 
dulge.  I  attainments  in  this  exalted  vir- 

6  It  is  his  facred  will  that  I  tu& 

no  one  ihould  attempt  the  |  i  1  We  alio  entfeat  you  to 
honour  of  another,  or  violate  I  cultivate  mutual  harmony  and 

Voi  It,  tyfc  peace^ 


i6a 


P  A  0  L*S  Btjl  Spittle 


Chap;  iv. 


to’beinduiftrious  in 


peace* 

your  refpettive 

that  by  the  dint  of  Honeft  hu 
bour  and  diligence  (a  duty 
you  know,  -  we  evejr  ftrongly 
recommended) 

x  2  you  may  live  in  credit 
aftd  decency  in  the  world, 
and  avoid  the  mderies  and 

k 

difgrace  of  pehitry  and  indi¬ 
gence. 

§ — 13  With  regard  to  the 
ft  a  re  of  your  deceased  friends, 
I  am  not  willing, 'my  dear 
Chriftian  brethren*-  to  leave 
you  in  that  gloomy  error,  or 
abandon  you  to  that  uncom¬ 
fortable  f  hopelefe  forrow,  in 
which  the  minds  of  uncon¬ 
verted  Heathens  arc.  over- 
wffeHitt& 

14  For  fihce  we  firmly  be¬ 
lieve  this-  fandamental  article 
of  oUr  rebgion— That  ^efus 
died,  and  rbie  from  the  grave 


~“-we  may  confequently  affine 
ourfelves,  chat  God  will  re¬ 
animate  the  duft  of  good 
Chriftians,  and  colled  them 
to  Jefus  at  the  general  refur- 
re&ion. 

15  For  we  have  a  divine 
authority  for  declaring  to  you 
the  following  doftrine— Thar 
the  Chriftians,  who  ihali  b<r 
it  vine'  at  the  rime  of  Chrift's 
fecond  appearance,  will  not 
be  introduced  into  happineis 

tht  pious  dead 


are 


hfore 

rallied 

16  for  when  the  Lord  ihal 
deicend  from  heaven  with  ; 
(hoot,  with  the  voice  of  ai 
archangel,  and  the  flurill  pierc 
ing  clangors  of  a 8  loud  tram 
pet,  the  deceafed  profelTors  0 

Chrifttarihy  Hall  prft  be  ratfet 
to  life: 


r  afterwards,  ftall 
are  then  living,  b 


veyed 


The  fftc&heii  tod 


complaint,  the  4i£late  of  bopekfi  despair :  “  3 
there  any  bopi  that  they  will  ever  lie  me,  or  that  I  (haU  behold 
more." 

K*evr*  if  txiivup  tXwtf  let 

Aunt-  t  nmoc  evxtr  oiftojtiU  w&rt. 

Etai fide i  TreaJtr.  ver.  4S7 

Again1  ra.  6s8.  the  fame  ieftair  of  ftterity  is  exprefied : 

Qd  More*,  it-  wot,  re  fitytrnv,  -ry  xardtew** 

Tft  fta  yeef  evfo,  rtf  ■£  iw ittt  iaWw- 

Earipidet.  Barnet,  p. 

8  2«wify>  ©*er.  Of  Ged  is  die  Jewish"  fuperlative.  Mmktmns  t 

2*  ^  kgb  mountains.  The  glory  of  the  Lords  LtJit  ii«  9«  is  a  wry 
ory,  or,  ipjendoar.  Atfaov  is  a  very  great  enervate.  Colof. 

AwWra  rtf  6 Heoi  very  powerful,  fe  Cjr.  x;  4.  So  alfo  in  this  place, 
silp  6 too,  is  a  very  load  tnuafcti. 


veyed  up  aloftg  with  them  i  bleftbd  you*  with  its  falutary 
into  the  clouds,  to  meet  and  j  beams-1— you  are  illuminated 
j'oin  their  Redeemer  — ^  irt  |  with  clear  unclouded  light^*- 
whofe  converfe  and  focietyjyour  former  darknefs  isfor 
we  fhall  be  happy  through- 1  ever  difperfed  and  yanjfhed. 
out  the  endlels  ages  of  eter- 1  6  Let  us  not  therefore,  like 

nity !  |  the  benighted  He  t  hens,  flu  m- 

1 8  Let  thefe  joyful  tnlths,  I  her  in  Jupinft  indolence,  and 
therefore,  inlpire  you  with  1 farclefsnefs,  bat  exercife  s  a 
mutual  confnlation.  lconftant  vigilance  and  fo- 

Chap.  v.  i  But  for  me*  I  Wiety  i 
dear  Chriftian  brethren,  to  I  y  For  they,  who  ileep*  court 
ai certain  the  particular  time,  I  the  gloom  of  night :  And  the 
and  deferibe  to  you  the  ftate  I  fenfualift  and  drunkard  call 
of  things  when  this  awful  I  drotihd  them  the  fhades .  of 
event  (hall  happen, is  far  from  |  darknefs  i 
being  neceflary.  I  8  But  let  u$,  who  enjoy  the 

2  What  you  already  I  l{dendoun  of  the  pure  and 
perfuaded  of  is  abundantly  I  perfod  day*.  rmktminhaao*# 
fufficient  5  that  it  will  fad- 1  remitting  vigilance — arraying 
deniy  lurprize  the  workl,  like  I  ourfelves  with Chriftiahity  ana 
the  unexpected  attack .  of  a  I  ihve,  for  our  breafoplatc,.  aod. 
thief  in  the  dead  of  night.  I  the  hope  of  a  bleffcd  iddmor? 

3  For  at  a  time,  when  the  1  tality  for.  our  helmet. 

world  is  funk  in  lupine  cafe,  I  9  For  God  hath  not  dec 
and  buried  in  fecurity,  they  I  ftined  us  to  tnilery  mid  per* 
will  all  at  once  be  alarmed  I  dition— he  gracioufly  defigned 
and  involved  in  dire  and  to*  I  that  wefliould  all  obtain  eter- 
tal  deftriiftioto,  fudden  as  the  I  dal  felicity  by-  the  •  gtorioua 
pangs  of  child-birth,  and  uni- 1  difpeniation  of  our  Lord  Je- 
verfally  comprehenfive  and  I  fus  Chrift, 
inevitable.  i°  Who  fobmitted  to  death 

4  But,  my  dear  Fellow- J  for  our  eveiH  ailing  benefit* 
Chriftians,  your  minds  are  land  to  rails  all.  good  Chri- 
uot,  now,  -  overwhelmed  in  I  Ilians,  to  a  participation  Of 
foch  gloom  and  obfeurity,  I  his  happinefa,  who ihall  either 
that  mis  tremendous  feene  I  be  deceafed,  or  be  found 
Jhould  break  upon  you  like]  living,  at  his  fecond  appear** 
fome  unlooked  for .  contin- 1  apcc. 

gence.  I  .  it  Let  thefe  animating 

5  A  glorious  fun  bath*  truths  adminifter  confolatjon, 

M  2  and 


X&4  Paxjl’s  Firji  Bpijlk  .Chap.  v'. 

and  product  miftual  edifica- 117  Negledt  not  the  duty 
don  and  improvement  in  ho- |  pf  conftant  prayer  to  God. 
liifris — to  the  promotion  of]  1 8  Let  all  the  various  blef- 
’«hich  great  ends  you  now  j  fings  you  enjoy*  ever  excite 
indeed  convert  thefe  doc-1  your  fervent  gratitude  to  hea* 
trines.  I  yen  —  thefe  pious  affe&ionj 

We  moreover  b6g|  God  requires  you  to  cultivate 
you,  dear  Fellow-Chriftians,  I  under  the  Chriftian  difpen- 
to  treat  your  mirtjfters  with  I  fariom 
becoming  refpedl,  who  pre-l  19  Don’t  extinguilh  the 
fide  over  your  fociety  as  your  I  gifts-  of  the  Spirit  by  any  im  • 
public  inltruftors  in  Chri- 1.  moralities, 
fbamty.  I  20  Don’t  treat  with  aflec- 

'i  9  Let  their  facred  office  [  ted  contempt  the  iblemn  in- 
el  aim  from  you  all  its  dderved  I  itru&ions  that  we  publicly  in¬ 
honours,  and  fecure  to  them  I  culcate .  upon  you. 
your  higheft  eftcem  and  love  |  21  Try  all  things  by  the 

—let  mutual  harmony  and  1  Ifeft  of  the  ievereft  examina- 
concord  ever  reigw  among  I  tioa :  but  inviolably .  adhere 
you:  I  to  that  which  difcovers  itfclf 

14  We  aflfo&toaately  en- 1  to  bc  intrinficaHy  excellent, 
taeat  you,  dear  ChrhtiansTad*J  22  Shun  every  lpeciesof 

monnv  the  irregular,  confole  I  vice  with  the  utmoft  caution-, 
the  dejedbed  —  fuftainr  the!  23.  Finally,  may  that  God, 
weak  —  exercifc'the  greateft  I  Who  is  .the  friend  of  human 
lenity  and  forbearance  to- 1  happipefe,  ever  preferve  yon 
Wards  all:  I  in  .'the  practice  of  :uniyerfal 

*5  Be  carfeful  that  none  ofj  hdinefs — and  may  your  whole 
you  requite  one  injury  with  I  many  the  fpirit,  the  foul*  and 
another— but  ever,  ftudy  .to  I  the  body,  be  maintained  in 
promote  not  only  your  own  I  inviolable  purity  and  holinefs 
particular  happihefsy  but  the  |  dll  the  fecond  appearance  of 
umverial  good  of  mankind;  |  our  Lord  jefus  Chrift.  . 

1 6  Let  the  Ghriftian  pan-  I  .‘24  That  Being,,  who  gra- 
iriples  ever  infpirc  you  with  I  ckmfly  invited  you  into  the 
tranfpons  of  facred- h  joy*  9  privileges  of  the  gofpel,  is 

faithful 


iiuvtvtt  J£a»frrt. 

I2c  roif  yi  ftftmi  ^ 

'Aireufn  <uf  y’  tfx*  %gn&au  tutrti, 

Euripidit  Mctjlts,  80P 


Chap.i.  to  the  T h  e's  s  axo  jm  a  ns.  *6$ 

faithful  to  his  promile,  and  j  every  one  of  your  fociety. 
will  undoubtedly  confer  upon  I  27  I  adjure  you  in  the  moft 
you  this  diftinguilhed  happi-  I  Iblemp  terms  to  read  this 
ncfv  j  letter  publickly  before  all  the 

25  Fellow-  Chriftians,  wp  J  Church, 
beg  a  lhare  in  your  prayers.  I  2  8  May  the  favour  of  our 
2  6  We  alfo  beg  our  moft  I  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ever  attend 
affectionate  remembrance  to ’you?  Amen, 


P  A  U  L’s  Second  Epiftle  to  the 

Thessalonjans, 


CHAP-  I- 

* 

c 

t  AUL,  Silvan,  and 
I— ^  Timothy,  to  the  1b- 

JL  ciety  of  Chriftians  at 
Thelfalonica,  who  believe  in 
one  fupreme  God,  and  in  the 
divine  million  of  our  Lotrd 
Jefus  Chrift.  I 

2  ..We  affectionately  join  in  f 

wiihirig  you  every  felicity  and  I 
blcfling  from  the  Deity,  and  1 
from  Jefus  Chrift.  I 

3  We  efteem  it,  dear  Fel-  | 
low -Chriftians,  our  duty  .ever  I 
to  pay  our  moft  fervent  ac-  J 
knowledgments  to  heaven  on  [ 
your  account  — -  and  filch  I 
grateful  fentiments  are  highly 
becoming  us,  when  we  relief 
how  firmly  you  are  eftablilhed  ’ 
in  the  truth  of  Chriftianity, 
and  what  ardent  mutual  af- 

w  • 


lection  you  all  express  -QQg 
towards  another. 


.4  So  highly  diftinguilhed 
is  your  conduct,  that  in  all 
the  feyeral  fooleries  of  Chri¬ 
ftians  we  vifit,  we  boaft  of 
your  Heady  indexible  adhe¬ 
rence  to  the  Chriftian  doc¬ 
trines,  notwithftanding  all  the 
various .  forrows  and  perfecw- 
tions,  with  which  you-  have 

conflicted; 

5  What  ;an  iiluftiious* 
whac  a  ftrikihg  evidence .  is 
this,  that  the  infinitely  wif? 
God  hath  deemed  you  worthy 
to  be  favoured .  with .  that 
cred  difpenfapon,  fo?  your 
attachment  co  which  you  even 
fupport  thefe  fuflerings. 

,  6  Remember,  that  thy  ju- 
ftsce  of  God  Will  retaliate  the 


indignities  you  have  fuftained 

M  .3  V*  "*  VP°d 


1 66  Pau l’s  Second  Epiftk  Chap.  i. 

upon  thofe  who  have  infli&ed  oyr  God  in  our  prayers,  that 
them,  he  WQuJd  be  pleated  to  iecure 

7  and  that  your  opprefled  this  happinefs  to  you,  that  he 
and  fuffering  virtue  his  infi-  would  biefs  you  with  the 
nite  goodnefs  will  requite,  plenitude  of  his  benignity, 
and  rec&nprAfe  you  and  us  and  continue  the  gofpel  a- 
with  an  eternal  relaxation  mong  you  in  all  its  powerful 
from  all  our  prefenc  farrows,  Arising  evidences, 

in  that  day,  when  our  Lord!  12  in  order  that,  by  the 
Jefus  Chrift  (hall  fuddenly  j  blefiing  of  God,  and  of  our 
defeend  from  heaMen,  attend- j  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  Chri- 
cd  with  a  fplendid  magnifi- 1  ftian  religion  may  by  you  be 
cent  retinue  of  powerful  an-  ]  difplayed  before  the  world  in 
gels,  j  all  its  glory,  and  yourfelvcs 

8  to  punilh,  1  with  dread- J  be  finally  recompenfed  'by 
ful  flatties  of  fire,  thole,  who  I  him  with  an  happy  irr.mor- 
have  irnpioufly  difobeyed  |  tality. 

God,  and  wiliully  rejected  j  Chap.  ii.  1  But  k as  to  the 
the  dexftrines  of  our  Lord  I  precife  time  m  which  our 
Jefus  Chrift :  j  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  will  appear, 

$  tbffe  fhall  be  overwhelm-  j  and  wc  1  all  be  collected  toge- 
ed  and  totally  pcrifli  in  ever-  j  ther  before  his  tribunal,  we 
lafting  deftruftion ,  by  the  J  affectionately  entreat  you, 
tremendous  exertion  of  his  I  dear  fellow-Chriftiam, 
trreftftible  power  in  that  day ;  j  2  that  you  would  not  fuf- 
10  but  the  virtuous  will!  far  your  minds  to  be  alarmed 
then  hail  his  return  with  rap-  j  land  diftreflfed,  either  by  the 
ture,  and  fueh  profefTors  of!  difeourfe,  or  letter,  of  any  one 
his  gofpel,  as  you  have  emi- j  perfon,  that  may  pretend  to 
nently  approved  yourfelvcs  *  nave  an  authority  from  us, 
Co  be,  lhall  view  his  perfon  1  or  even  an  authority  from 
with  eeftafies  of  admiration  God,  to  aflert,  that  this  fo- 
and  tranfport !  lemn  event  is  very  Speedily 

1  i  Whenever,  therefore,  ,  to  happen, 
we  revolve  this  great  event,  |  3  Let  it  not  be  in  the  pow- 

we  fervently  intercede  with  I  er  of  any  man  to  lead  you, 

by 

1  Er  fxtyi  «r*f which,  the  hell  fylSfi-  exhibit,  is  the  tree  reading. 
k  Twj  r«.  <Vf renwtfg,.  vpW  r4gard  /»,  This  ia  ver f  fre- 

qoendy  the  figJuic^pA  0 f  trrtf,  apd. excellent*/  explains  the  plxraic,  T^rsf 
I vtyff  Ct-rh ?Srwi.'  See  note  ha  t  Gw\xv.  29. 

*  H.'trnnyuym »  a  very  frpog  and  expreffive  word. 


* 


Chap.  |i,  to  ibf  T  H  t  $  s\  a  lo  k  t  x  n  8. 


1^7 


by  any  methods  whatever, 
into  an  unhappy  deception  in 
this  important  concern — for, 
before  that  awful  tranfa&ion 
happens,  there  will  be  a  grand 
m  apoftafy  in  the  Chriftian 
church,  and  a  monfter  of 
wickednefs  and  perdition,  he 

nurfed  in  its  bofom. 

4  This  monfter,  inflated 
with  arrogance,  will  oppofe, 
and  aggrandize  h’nnfelf R  a- 
bove  all  civil  and  imperial 
authority,  and  be  Simulated 
by  fuch  an  infatiable  luft  of 
ambition  and  dominion,  that 
he  will  ere&  a  proud  throne 
in  the  midft  of  God’s  temple, 
will  fit  in  it  with  the  pomp 
and  ftate  of  a  god,  and  claim 
divine  honours. 

5  Don’t  you  remember, 
when  I  was  among  you,  that 
I  indicated  to  you  this  future 
revolution  in  the  church  ? 

6  You  know  what  it  is 
that,  at  prefent,  0  obftry&s 
the  birth  ,  of  this  monfter  of 
iniquity— *  but  in  times  that 
will  prove  more  favourable 
to  its  e*iftence  and  growth 
than  the  prefent,  it  wifi  be 
produced. 

7  The  caufes,  that  will 

hereafter  generate  tins  horrid 
wickednefs,  are,  already,  k- 

*  PoreiLT. 


credy  operating  ***  there  is 
only  one.  obftru&ion  which 
checks  them  —  when  that  is 
removed, 

8  then  that  atrocious  ty¬ 
rant  ihajl.  er«£h  and  eftablilh 

himfelf  in  full  power— whom 
the  Lord  will,  finally,  .con- 
fume  with  the  bream  of  his 

1  ■  *  p  .  \ 

mouth,  and,  at  his  glorious 
appearance,  precipitate  imp 
a  gplf  of  dreadful  deftruc- 
jfon. 

9  This  monfter  at.  his 
Coining  will  be  attended  with 
forged  miracles,  with,  ama¬ 
zing  fictitious  feats,  and  all 
foe  fraud  and  juggle  of  foe 
moft  diabolical  impofture, 
jo  By  thefc  wicked  delu- 

fiwe  arts  he  will  efiieftuaU? 

impofe  upon  the  profligate 

end  abandoned. —  becaufo, 
having  facrificed  all  regards 
to  true  religion  and  eternal 
happiqefs,  they  will  become 
foe  dupes  of  his  impofture. 

1 1 .  On  account,  therefore, 

of  mens  flagrant  wickednefs 
and  wilful  defertjon  of  true 
Ghriftianity,  God  will  foffer 
fois  impoftof  to  palm  his  de- 
lufions  upon  the  world,  and 
to  confirm  foem  in  the  be¬ 
lief  of  fraud  and  fiction : 

.12  fo  that  the  condemna- 
M  4  fom 


AXh’  it  osvnp  e$iAfi  tTorrwv  ffifutx  1  «XX«w 
XI«mM  ua  npaum  veunret  t  amt ftM 


* 

■ 

9  A  fagan  Emperor  vu  the  tbftruSing  power. 


ffaf.  A.  287.  *88. 
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* 

tion.  of  •  all,  who  (hall  theri  ifpired  us  with  eternal  confo- 
have  abandoned  the  true  re- I  lation,  and  the  moft  tranf- 
ligion,  and  are  -  endived  to  j  porting  hopes, 
their  darling  vices,  will  be  I  17  fhed  his  choiceft  bld- 
jfuft.  j  fings  upon  you,  invigorate 

13  But  it  becomes  us,  dear! your  minds,  and  confirm  you 
feUow-CHriftians,  to  pay  purlin  every  virtuous  principle 
fooft  fervent  acknowledg- 1  and  action ! 

'  tpents  to,  pod  Qrt  your  ac- j 
count,.  confcious,  that  from] 
a  diftinguifhed  regard  fori  CHAP.  III. 

you  the  Deity  was  gracioufly  j 

pleafed,  from  the  very  be-  ri  TJ'Inally,  Chriftian  be¬ 
ginning,  to  confult  y our  e ver-  J  J/  thren,  we  beg  yen 
•  rafting  happinefr,  by  coro-  J  would  intercede  with  God  in 
municatihg  to  yor  tfie  truths  I  your  prayers  for  us,  that  Chri- 
of  Chriftianity,  arid  confirm-  !  ftianity  may  fpread,  and  meet 
ing  them  by  die  eftufion  of  |  with  as  favourable  a  recep- 
hjs  Spirit.  I  tion  in  the  world,  as  it  hath 

14  Into  thefe  tranfeendent  j  done  among  you, 
privileges  he  hath  invited  you!  2  and  that  we  may  be  pro 
by:  otif  itmniftry  in  order;  I  ferved  from  the  violences  of 
that  you  might  iefcure  that  I  the  obftinate  and  depraved — 
glorious  immortality,  which  !  for  all  men  have  not  the  fame 
our  Lord  jefus  Child  hath  j  favourable  difpofittoos  to- 

promifed. '  I  Wards  the  Chriftian  religion. 

1 5  Wherefore,  my  dear  j  $  In  the  bleffed  God  you 

fellow-Chriftians,  perfift  in  J  may  repofe  an  unfhaken  con¬ 
tour  prbfeffion  of  Chrifti- jfidence— he  will  confirm  you 
anity,  and  carefully  obferve  |  in  your  principles,  and  guard 
all  the  rnftnnSions  which  we  |  you  from  every  evil, 
inculcated  upon  you,  either!  4  We  pleafingly  afiure 
in  our  difeourfes  among  you,  I  ourfelves,  that  as  you  faith- 
or  in  the  late  epiftle  we  tranf-  j  folly  obferve  the  Chriftian  in- 
mitted  to  you.  ‘  J  ftru&ions  we  inculcated  upon 

16  And  may -our  ^ord!  you, 'you  will  ever  continue 

Jefus  Chrift,  and  God  our  I  to  obferve  them. 
tooft  merciful  parent,  who!  5  And  it  is  our  fervent 
condefcended  to  make  us  the  I  prayer  that  your  hearts  may 
objetts  of  his  love,  and,  by  I  he  inflamed  with  the  love  of 
the  golpel-fcheme,  hath  in-  *  God,  and  all  of  you  be  ex- 

**  *  »  1 

emu 


%  __ 
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cited  to  prepare  for  the  fev 
cond  appearance  of  Jefus.  - 

§ — 6  W  e  farther  adjure 

vou,  fellow-Chriftians,  as  ever 
*  *  '  . 

you  value  the  honour  of  Chri- 
{fcianity,  to  break  off  all  in¬ 
ter  con  ife  with  any  'perfbn, 
whofe  behaviour  is  irregular, 
and  who  affe£b  to  treat  with 
contempt  the  directions  we 
have  enjoined. 

7  We  can  appeal  to  you, 
how  worthy  our  conduct; 
while  among  you,  was  of 
your,  imitation — you  are  con¬ 
scious  it  was  regular  and  ir¬ 
reproachable. 

8  We  did  not  repofe  in 
lupine  indolence,  and  batten 
on  the  fruits  of  any  one  per¬ 
forms  induftry —but,  with  in*? 
defatigable  diligence  and  afli- 
duity,  chearfully  worked,  day 
^nd  night,  that  we  might  not 
be  burdenfome  to  any  of 
you. 

9  Not  as  if  we  had  no  au¬ 
thority  to  claim  a  reafonable 

maintenance  for  our  minifte- 
rial  labours — but  we  did  this 

toleiy  to  exhibit  before  you 
our  own  conduit  as  a  faithful 
model  for  your  imitation. 

10  It  was  a  maxim,  you 
kpow,  with  us,  when  we  were 
among  you.  That  if  a  perfon 
were  too  flothful  to  work,  he 
ought  not  to  be  relieved. 

n  But,  notwithstanding 
our  repeated  admonitions,  we 


have  fincc  been*  informed, 

that  there  are  certain  perfons 
amqng  you  guilty  of  fcaiidar 
kws  irregularities, ,  who  are 
funk  in  noth  and  indolence, 
and  officioyily  employed .  in 
the  concerns  of  other  peo¬ 
ple. 

1 2  Spch  unhappy  perfop$ 
we  implore  and*  conjifrd  by 
all  the  facred  ties  of  the  got 
pel,  that  they,  would  ftudy 
the  general  harmohy  and 
peace,  and,  by  the  dint  of 
honeft r  induftry,  make  a  ^reJ 
ditable  prarvifion  for  t&ra- 

fclves. 

*3  But,  fellow-Chriftians/ 
be  ye  ever  Unweariedly' emv 
ployed  in  doing  good. 

14  Should  any  perlbn  re- 
fufe  to  comply  witn  the  adU' 

monitions  wte  have  inculcated1 
in  this  letter,  brand  him  with 
deferred  infamy,  and  main¬ 
tain  not  the  leaft.  focial  inter- 
courfe  with  him \  that  his 
public  difgrace  may  fiH  Mm 

with  fhame  and  remorfe. 

♦ 

15  Treat' him  not,  how¬ 
ever,  aB  y  odr  eneniy—'  affec¬ 
tionately  admonifh  him  as 
your  Chriftitn  brother. 

16  May  God,  the  great 
munificent  donor  of  happr- 
nefs,  ever  bfcfs  ycfu  with  uniT 
yerfal  felicity  in  all  your  con¬ 
cerns  —  May  the  bleOing  of 
the  Almighty  ever  attend 

you  all. 

17  I 
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ijr  p  I  Paul  fend  you  my  1 diftiuguifh  all  my  letters. 

tnoft  affectionate  ialutations  I  1 8  May  the  favour  of  our 
in  this  particular  manner—  I  I-nrd  Jefu?  Chrift  ever  attend 
a  form,  by  which  I  choofe  to  *  you  all !  Amen. 
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PAUL’S  Firft  Epiftle  to  Timothy. 

CHAP,  I.  I pfes,  more  productive  of  fu- 

I  rious  altercation  and  animo- 
l  TT  Paul,  whom  God,  the  I  firy  than  of  divine  improve^ 

1  original  Author  of  our  j  ment  in  Chriftianity. 

JL  redemption  hath  ap-J  5  For  the  great  end  and 

pointed  to  propagate  the  1  defign  of  the  Chriftian  refi- 
dpCfcrincs  of  Jcfus,  tn  whom  I  gion  is  benevolence,  flowing 
we  confide,  I  from  a  virtuous  bofom,  from 

2  fincerely  wifti  to  Timo- 1  a  good  confidence,  and  from 
thy*  my  beloved  Chriftian  j  fincerc  undiflembled  pro¬ 
convert,  every  favour,  blef-  j  bity. 

fing,  and  felicity  from  the  J  6  To  which  principles  ter- 
Deity  our  common  Parent,  J  tain  ftrfons  being  utter  ftran- 
and  from  Jefus  Chrift  our  I  gers,  have,  by  a  ft  range  per- 
Dprd)>  Jverfion,  entirely  devoted 

3  When  1  quitted  you  to  I  thcmfelves  to  the  ftudy  of 
travel  into  Macedonia,  I  de- 1  vain  and  viflonary  fubtilties : 
fired  you  to  continue  at  Ephe- 1  7  defirous  indeed  to  ereCt 
fits,  in  order  that  you  might  1  thcmfelves  into  fupreme  ftan- 
preyent  certain  ptrfons  from  J  dards  and  oracles  in  the  law, 
fpreadiqg  doCtrines  contrary  1  but  neither  thoroughly  know- 
to  thofe  which  I  inculcated  j  1  ing  the  things  they  affirm, 

.  4  and  that  you  might  re-  J  nor  underftanding  fame  cer- 
prove  them  far  their  bigoted  j  tain  opinions  they  fo  confi- 
attachment  to  a  fabulods  pe- 1  dently  aflert. 

digree*  and  to  an  otjfcure  and!  8  The  mofaic  law,  1  allow, 
infinite  line  erf  anceftry — to- 1  is  moft  excellent,  if  a  perfon 

.  make 

▼ 

v  The  ApoJUe's  Aznaoucnfi*  wrote  u  far  as  this  verfe,  the  reft  he  wrote 
himielf. 
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make  its  moral  injunctions  j  both  of  its  nature  and  of  it* 
the  rules  of  his  conduct,  ]  evidences. 

9  For  it  was  confefledly]  14  But  I  ftand  a  monu- 
inftituted,  not  for  the  lake  of  j  ment  of  the  immenfe  end  eg* 
the  virtuous,  bur  to  curb  and  j  uberant  benignity  and  kwc 
punilh  the  irregular  and  dif- 1  of  our  Cord  Jefus  Chfift. 
orderly,  the  profane  and  pro*  I  1 5  Great  is  the  credibility 
/ligate,  the  unholy  and  dt- 1  of  the  Chriftian  fcheme,  and 
p raved,  the  parricide  and] highly  worthy  the  reception 
murderer,  .  jof  mankind  is  the  do&rine, 

j  o  the  adulterer,  the  fodo- 1  That  Jefus  Chrift  was  font  in*- 
mite,  the  maker  of  flaves,  the  |  to  the  world  to  reclaim  and 
liar,  the  perjured  —  It  was  ]  fave  profligate  and  depraved 
enaCted  to  retrain  every  other  ]  Gutters— of  his  companion  to 

vice  alfo,  which  is  prohibited  I  fuch  I  am  the  Jirjt  diftiaguiflt- 

:n  that  pure  and  perfect  fy*  |  ed  inftance. 

item  of  religion  and  morals,  I  16  It  was  for  this  that  l 

1 2  which  is  contained  in  j  became  a  flgnal  teftimony  of 

the  glorious  difpenfation  of  j  the  divine .  comroiferation,  in 
the  blefied  God—  the  publi- 1  order  that  Chrift  Jefus  might 
cation  of  whole  joyful  truths  j  diiplay  on  me  the  firjl  of 
is  intruded  to  me.  I  mankind  the  fuinefs  of  his 

ra  For  this  con  Turn  mate  I  clemency  and  philanthropy—* 
dignity  and  honour  I  am  in- j  that  I  might  ferve  as  an  i|lu- 
debted  to  Chrift  Jefus  our  |  ftrious  exemplar  to  all  in  fti- 
Lord,  who  deigned  to  qua-jture  ages,  who  fhould  em- 
Jify  me  for  this  important  |  brace  the  Chriftian  religion 
office,  and  judged  I  would  |  in  hope  of  eternal  life, 
be  faithful  in  the  minifterial]  17  To  the  great  Governor, 
difeharge  of  it :  |  therefore,  who  hath  arranged 

13  I,  who,  before  my  con- 1  all  his  difpenfations  in  perfect 
viction  of  the  truth  of  Chri- 1  order,  to  the  immortal,  the 
i lianity,  was  ufed  to  afperie  it  |  inviflble,  the  one  foie  iupreme 
with  every  contumely,  to  |  all-wife  God,  be  aferibed  a)] 

perfecuce  its  profeilors,  and  I  honour  and  glory  throughout 
to  make  them  the  objects  of]  ail  the  revolving  ages  of  eter- 
cvery  wanton  iqfult  and  in-  ]  nicy  i  Amen, 
dignity — But  God  was  plea*]  $— 18  I  leave  with  you, 

fed  moft  mercifully  to  pity]  my  dear  Timothy,  the  fol- 
me — for  thefe  violences  pro- 1  lowing  admonitions,  which 
ceeded  from  my  ignorance  I  are  agreeable  to  the  public 

exhor- 
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^exhortations  you  have  already  j  3  Such  an  amiable  and  be- 
received — in  order-  that  you  J  nevolenr  difpofition  as  this,  is 
ito&y  Scquityoiirfelf  With  ho-  |  highly  pleating  to  God,  the 

tfStir  in  the  Chriftian  war- 1  original  author  of  ourfalva- 
farc,  J  tion  5 

19  fcrving  under  the  ban- 1  4  who  is  deftrous  that  all 

tiers  of  •  Jems  withi  fidelity I  his  rational  creatures  lhould 
and  a  good  confcienoe — prin-  |  be  evcrlaftingly  happy,  and 
ciples,  which  :  fbme  perfons  I  attain  the  knowledge  of  true 
by  totally  reje&i ng  have  made  J  religion  ! 

dreadful  fhipwreck  of  Chri-j  5  For  there  is  only  one 
ftisnity.  j  fupreme  God  — -  and  therfc 

20  Among  whom  are  Hy- 1  is  only  owe  Mediator  between 

menaeus  and  Alexander, whom  I  God  and  man,  Jefus  Chrift, 
I  have  eje&etl  out  of  the  Cliri- 1  who  affumed  human  nature : 
ftian  church,  that  they  tnay  I  6  who  defended  from  hea- 
learn,  for  the  future,  not  tojven  to  confult  the  univerfal 
revile  and  calumniate  the  I  happinefs  of  all  mankind,  dif- 
Chriftian  dofitrines.  I  playing  in  the  times  he  lived 

I  the r  molt  illuftrious  evidences 
CHAP.  II.  I  of  hi$  divine  million. 

I  7  To  publifh  and  propa- 
I  TN  the  fir  st  pl4ce  then,  I  gate  whofe  dottrinea  in  the 

Jk  I  enjoin  that  1  prayers,  |  world  I  was  conltituted  an 
ftfpplications,intercefliom,arid  j  apoftle — and  particularly  de- 
fervent  addrefies  be  preferred  I  legated,  I  Jolemnly  appeal  to 
to  heaven  for  all  mankind  ;  I  CHrift  for  my  veracity,  to  in- 

2  particularly,  for  kings,  j  ftrudfc  the  Heathens  in  the 
and  for  all  illuftrious  and  dig- 1  foundation  and  truth  of  this 
nified  perfonages  -~that  our  j  religion, 
lives  may  pafs  fecure  and  un- j  8  I  would,  therefore,  have 
molefled  in  the  free  and  happy  I  all  men,  in  every  place,  per- 
fcxercife  of  piety  and  every  |  form  the  great  duty  of  prayer, 
virtue.  1  lifting  up  holy  hanffs  to  hea- 

-  ven, 

s  Euortf  pip  $1  tu  3vcm  juefry  ov  0*  tfyivrrxt  agzSxt 
vyeAi i*.  0  Si  vwr>  rtui  Htpryn  xarr fa%treu  tv  yivtSse.it  x)  r»  e«- 

tf  yap  St  roiev  4«nr»  Jlsabrn  ?£  civrlb*  ymrai.  The 
facriificer  doth  not  only  pray  for  jAmfelf,  but  he  pray*  that  heaven  would 
Slower  down  its  Ueffinga  upon  all  .the  Ptrjuai,  and  upon  the  Hag.  Hero* 
do  tut  Clip,  torn.  1 .  p.  297.  $dit.  Glajg.  .Nos  €.01111.  pro  folate  imperatorwox 
Deum  invocamus  etemum.  Yeriulfiaxi  Jpohg.  p;  'jo.  Edit.  Peril,  1641. 

*  See  the  various  leflions  in  Mill  and  Wttjltin, 
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ven,  and  utterly  diyefted,  in 
that  facrcd  employment,  of 
ail  paftlon  and  animofity. 

| — 9  Moreover,  I  enjoin 
that  the  fair  fex  ihould  go 
in  decent  apparel  and  adorn 
themielvts  with  modefty  and 
virtue — and  not  be  fo  foli- 
dtous  to  embellifh.  their  per- 
/on s  with  expenfive  orna- 
merits,  with  gold,  with  platted 
hair,  or  with  jewels, 

10  as  to  decorate  them? 
felves  with  the  charms  of  be- 

r  • 

neficence  and  goodnefs  *  — 
habits  which  but  become  wo- 

4 

men  profe  fling  deyotednefs  to 

God . 

n  I.et  women  leam  the 
Chriftian  doctrines  in  pro¬ 
found  filcnce  and  iubmilfion. 


|  1 2  For  I  allow  not  the  wo- 

[  man  to  deliver  public  infrac¬ 
tion,  and  to/uliirp'  an  arbi¬ 
trary  authority  over  the  man* 
•  but  to  maintain  a  profound 
lilence  *. 

i  j  For  Adam  was  called 
into  exiftence  before  Eve. 

..  14  Ad  am^  too*  was  not  de* 
luded  —  it  was  the  .woman# 
that  gave  into  the  deception , 
and  tranfg refled  the  divine 
command. 

1 5  •  But  let'  the  woman :  air¬ 
fare  Jiericlf,  that  if  lhe  inyio-> 

lably  maintafote?  fidelity  Jieu 
love,  her  purity,  her  virtue,' 
:  God  .will  bleft  heiycapd  mer¬ 
cifully  preferve  h^r  through 
the  time  of  child-birth. 


CHAP. 


47  It  is  Agreeable  to  read  the  fcntlmcnts  of  the  wife  an titnts  oh  this  fab- 
The  CbaMaan  philofophers  prohibited  all  fantkftic  ornaments  and 

the  wearing  of  gold.  IT^o xwrfAnyaSa  rs  x}  wofyootOLS  air&yogtvtivi. 

Diogenes  Laertius,  p.  6.  Edit.  Mcibornii.  H  OiAa*©-*  ywi[  tgurnfaura  iir 

cwtJu  ^Atiovwv  yvvziXArf)  Sm  ti  tow  oAAscv  cv  (pogu  XOO-fAQt 

XjwrQWy  ifyn*  avrxfxw  k in  fwouxi  v  o&fgfy  vegtrib  In 
a  large  company  of  ladies  the  wife  of  -Phils  being  allied,  why  flie  was  the? 
only  one  who  did  not  wear  ornaments  of  gpld,  replied,  the  belt  and  nobleft 
a  nument  of  woman  is  an  hufband's  virtue.  Philo,  infer  fragment a9  torn.  2. 
p.  675.  Edit  Mangey* 

Twxixs  xo( i  TgQJFci,  x  sv 


Oi at  «*j  /xu^ 010*1  ygxvs  four  nAs*(pfo. 

Archilochus  apud  Plutarch .  Pericles , 

P  3°4*  tditrGt^/r/A. 

T  Ai&>  A  troAArv  [Nou/uut*]  firfOJo’tv  aurfiuc,  x)  TSoAux^aJ^oo-uiw 

£^flAf,  x)  vrfyw  ■  X>  GWKf*  £i$i(TZVi  01  VQU.fAtt  aV§J(0[ACVC^ 

*v x[a 7tccp1  A «^w  Av  ft*  A  wnf  wv  avayxziw  wtv  Xjpspnxs* 

F '.March*  tiuma,  tom.  1.  p.  1 41 .  Edit.  Gr.  H* Stephan* 

rirjzsKt  yxo  tnyn  n  x)  to  (nApgovtw 

K^AAiro^*  iwc#  i'nav'Xjn  plnw.  AjW{>  t 
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perintend  a  Chriftian  fo- 
ciety ! 

6  He  ought  not  to  be 
fome  taw  oninftrufted  up- 
ftart— -left  being  inflated  with 
pride  and  infoknce  lie  expofc 

hitnielf  to  thfc  cenfares  of 

thofe  who  calumniate  the 
Chriftian  religion. 

7  He  ought  to  be  a  perfon, 
whole  amkble  virtuous  cha¬ 
racter  is  attelted  by  uncon¬ 
verted  H&tbtns — left,  ocher- 
wife,  he  Ihould  give  too  much 
occafion  for  the  fatire  and  re¬ 
proaches  of  the  enemies  of 
Chriftianity. 

§ — 8  Thb  deacons,  alfo, 
muft  be  petfons  of  venerable 
characters*  not  guilty  of  in- 
confifttncy  and  duplicity  of 
conduct*  not  addicted  to  wine, 

not  of  a  mercenary  difpoli- 
tion  : 

9  profelling  and  maintain¬ 
ing  the  doCtriries  of  the  new 
dilpenlation  with  virtuous  fin- 
cerity,  and  reCtitude  of  heart. 

10  Let  the  moral  charac¬ 
ters  of  theft*  too,  be  accu¬ 
rately  ferutinized,  and  if  found 
irreproachable,  let  them,  then, 
difcnargtf  the  duties  of  the 
diaconate* 

11  The  wives  of  theie, 

alio, 

u  [XtwfevJaf]  v«v;  mauutt  wim  rm  tSun  rmvt  CoiAiuffos- 

pmvfy  x)  rvftj fSouAevs  Mtuewe  Sw  ty  VUTpfh  Divdorus  Siadut, 

tom,  i .  p.  486.  Edit.  Weeding. 

E»  to  is  yxp  oixnoonif  #nf  ir'  nvnp 

Xeisr^t  mr  ■wrAtt  t». 

Stgbtdu  Antigone f  t>.  673.  Edit.  Gr.  Burton', 


CHAP.  III. 

▼ 

ft  T~)E  aflured  that  he*  who 

|~j  is  defirous  to  perform 
the  duty  of  a  minifter  of  the 
gofpel*  it  defirous  to  4ifcharge 
a  very  ufeful  and  honourable 
function. 

2  A  miniftef  of  the  gofpel 
Ought  tojkrfftfs  an  irreproach¬ 
able  character,  to  be  faithful 
add  affectionate  to  one  con- 
fort,  to-  be  a  period  of  di- 
itinguiihed  fobriety*  temper¬ 
ance,  regularity*  hofpitality, 
and  td  poflbfs  happy  talents 
for  communicating  infrac¬ 
tion  : 

3  not  fond  of  wine,  of 
Contention,  and  of  fordid  lu¬ 
cre — but  a  perfon  .of  a  mild, 
HiOffefllive*  dillntercfted  dif- 
poflrion  : 

4  maintaining  a  proper 
government  over  his  own 
family,  and-formmg  his  chil¬ 
dren  into  a  becoming  fubmif- 
fion  and  deference  to  his  au¬ 
thority* 

5  For  if  a  perfon  cannot 
maintain  proper  decorum  ih 
his  own  u  family,  how  is  it 
poftible  he  ftiould  ever  fu- 


Chap,  iii*  to  T imothy  •  *« 

alfo,  ought  to  poffcfs  virtuous  j  of  converting  with  you  in  peN 
and  rdpe&able  characters,  I  (on. 

not  fond  of  w  fcandal,  but  I  15  But  (hould  any  fSriht 
perfons  of  diftinguifhed  pm-  I  rotated  my  intended  jotihiey* 
dence  and  fidelity.  I  thefe  dire£Hon»  Will  fctVe  ybti 

1 i  Let  the  deacons  be  the  I  as  a  faithful  rule,  and  Iftow 
faithful  and  affectionate  huf- 1  you  in  what  manner  you  are 
bands  of  one  confort,  prefer- 1  to  conduit  yourfelf,  as  a  r  pH— 
ving  a  proper  authority  over  I  lar  and  itandard  of  trbe  reli- 
tlieir  children,  and  maintain-  j  gion,  at  the  head  of  that  tfi-> 
ing  excellent  order  and  de- 1  vine  family  you  fuperift  tfend-* 
corum  in  their  families.  1 1  mean*  the  church  Of  the 

1 3  For  they,  who  have  ap- 1  living  God. 
proved  their  fidelity  in  the  I  16  Alton  idling,  undo\lbt* 
dii'charge  of  die  functions  of  I  edly  beyond  all  exprefliOn; 
the  diaconate,  make  an  happy  I  is  the  plan  afid  execdtfOn  of 
'advance  towards  the fuperior  1  this  new  difpenfatiort  of  relW 
office  of  the  Chriftian  mimftry,'  I  gion  ?t— A  *-di  Vifld  IpCdSuget* 
and  eftablifli  a  diftingtiifhed  1  appeared  in  the  humari'  naM 
character  for  their  virtuous  t  ture  !  his  miffioti  was  attefted 
and  inviolable  attachment  to  I  by  the  vifible  effulkm  rif  fchd 
the  Chriftian  caufe.  I  Spirit!  exhibited  himfelf  alive, 

§ — 14  I  se mij  you  thefej  after  his  refilirrelfciofl,  to  thd 
directions  in  Writing,  but  hope  1  *  apoftles  \  his  dodtrines  pub* 
ii>on  to  have  an  opportunity  l  lifhed  among  the  Heathens  ! 

met 

w  ycto  Xjttyut  SfnXtt&st  dpv, 

Zfitxax:  r 'u$o(/uit  xv  Xoffc m  ruv  Adj-sv* 

IlXtntt  tvmfptfin&n'  tiVowj  it  rtf 

l*wai£i,  f*niiv  vyut  etAXiU^if  Xiysiv, 

Earifidu  Ek«*ijp*i  vtr.  e'08.  Edit.  BkrtthC- 

*  Easier,  a  fief :  lay  a  femdative  for  the  mmifieriaf  office.  De  decem¬ 
viri*  facrorum  parte  de  plebe  creandu  perttdere :  ertad  qumque  Pat  rum, 
qutoqae  plebis :  gradutpu  e©  jam  via  fafla  ad  anfalatum  videbatur.  Livy, 

*ol.  t.  p.  462.  Eistev. 

y  X«m©*  refers  not  to  the  church,  but  to  Timothy,  Thus  Jamei,  Peter. 
and  Jo  hit,  ate  called  wm,  Ot  d«c« /n*u  tvAM  rmti.  G/tfat.  cfl.  ii.  9,  *  8W 

■alfo  Clement  Rentanus :  Autfuerg  f &«»  fxXMftctf  «ifo l  x,  touuatotti  fvm’ 
f/i*vSwdv.  Tfift.  ad  Corial  bios,  $.  j.  p.  22.  Edit.  Caftsh.  1718. 

*  tic  who  will  carefully  read  Sk-^jtar  Newton's  letter  to  Lt  Gkre,  wilt 
lie  fully  convinced  that  ©!©•  is  a  /fieri ous  reading.  See  alfo’  IVetfirin  in 
he.  who  hath  a  curious  and  elaborate  dilRitation  upon  it.  See  alfo  Grotiut 
and  ten/on. 

*  his  mtjfengers,  meaning  the  Apofttes.  Some .  here  read 

9 
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Chap.  rv 


met  with,  a  favourable .  recep¬ 
tion  among  mankitld !  were 
every  where  attended  with 
the  moil  glorious  demonftra- 
tions  of  their,  truth  pnd  divi¬ 
nity! 


CHAP.  IV. 

A  V 

t  n  UT  from  this  divine 
11  religion ,  great  num¬ 
bers,  the  Spirit  of  God  ex- 


prefsly.  allures  us,  will  in 
fubfequent  ages  apoftatize, 
eagerly  embracing  the  delu- 
hons  of  impoftors,  and  doc¬ 
trines  .  con  eeming  departed 
Spirits.  \ 

2  being-  duped  by  the 
frauds  and  di (Emulation  of 
iatfe.  teachers,  who  have  a - 
bandoned  all  fenfe  of  con¬ 
science  and  virtue : 

3  forbidding  marriage  un¬ 
der  the  (trongeft  prohibitions,  j 
and  enjoining  abftinence  from 
fome  kinds  of  food,  the  free 

ufe  of  which  God  hath  in-: 

•  1 

diferiminately  permitted  to j 

all  Chriftians,  and  allowed 

■  ■  » 

them  tb  participate  with 


afTures  us 


fequent  ages  apol 
erlv  embracing  the 


grateful  acknowledgments  to 
him. 

4  For  every  tiling  that 
God  hath  formed  is  good,’ 
and  none  of  his  bounties  are 

to  be  fcrupuloufly  rejected 
by  us*  bur  to  be  freely  ufed 
with  pious  acknowledgment 
tq  their  original  donor : 

5  for  Chriftianity  arid  a 
grateful  difpolieion,  render 
every  .fpecies  of  food  equally 
innocent. 

6  Thefe  truths  if  you  in¬ 
culcate,  upon  the  Ghriltian 
!  fofiety,  you  will  approve  your- 
felf  a  worthy  miniiler  of  .the 
golpel  —  into  the  principles 
and  excellent  doctrines  of 

■  »  a 

which  you  have  been  care¬ 
fully  initiated.) 

7  The  profane  (lories  and 
idle  dreams  of  the  heathen 
c  mythology  reject  with  con¬ 
tempt  — *  and  extreife  your 
mind  in  the  duties  of  holi- 
nds: 

4 

8  for  the  exercife  of  the 
body  is  comparatively  but  of 
(mail;  avail :  but.  holinefs  is 
of  uriiverlal  utility,  and  fmiles 
with  ar  propitious  afpedt  both 

on 


.  *  This  is  -  a  (hiking  prediction  of  •  Pcptry,  that  mOnftrous  corrnption  of 
the  Chriftian  Religion.  By  iiSxrxaami  Jot fanur  the  Apofil'e  refers  to  the 

canoninalien  of  popiih  faints.  . 

«  M t&ovt  »  the  ridiculous  and  abfurd  tales  of  the  heathen .  mythology. 

Tts  «wt  ««/  Ttts.tri  Tcts  MT0OI3C  yw&tovc,  St 

Tm  ttfut ShA(  ■  Atbnagoras,  p.  85.  Edit.  Oxon.  1682.  K<u 

71  UttiTCL  »  t>l wymtit  *1  TOM  MT0OTS  biCTTWVTtS  •  p.  10 1. 

m  into  run  nro*ar  i  otcprTatt  Mfofttrot  MT0OI  <ttft  Ttot  Qitti. 
idem  p.  1 4 zt  Quid  ilhu  anuet  fabulat,  de.iuuninibus  aves,  Sc  feras  homi¬ 
nes,  Sc  de  homihibha  arfiores  Sc  BojOil  Mis.  Ftttx.  p.  97.  Edit.  Qmtabc 


Chip.  9 

on  the  intcrcfts  of  time  and 
of  eternity  :• 

9  A  fundamental  truth 
this,  which  may  be  confided 
in — and juftly  merits  univer¬ 
sal  reception . 

i  o  For  by  the  facred  ehcr- 
gv  of  this  one  great  princi 
pie,  we  fuftain  the  perfecu- 


tff  TimoThV, 


*71 


s 

verfally  apparent  to  all  around 
you. 

z6  Maintain  a  conftant 

■*  *  • 

vigilance  oyer  your  conduft 
and  your  mftruftions  —  Let 
the  duties  of  your  function 
occupy  ail  your  powers — By 
this  conduft  you  will  both  fe- 
cure  the  everlafting  felicity 


CHAP.  V. 


uon  and  abufive  treatment  of  I  of  yourfelf  and  of  your  au- 
the  world  —  repofing  an  un- 1  dierice. 
ihaken  affiance  in  the  living 
God,  who  difpenfes  happi- 
nefs  indeed  to  all  mankind, 
buc  in  a  diftinguilhed  manner 
to  the  virtuous  Chriftian.  1 1 
1 1  Thefe  troths  do  you 

urge  and  conttantly  incul- 1  rial  manner : —  addrels  them 
cate. 


DO  not  reprove  your 
feniors  in  a  magifte- 


12  Give  no  one  any 
caufe  to  expofe  your  youth 

to  contempt — but  exhibit  a 


with  deference  as  a  parent 
treat  the  young  as'  brethren  : 

2  the  aged  matron,  as  a 
mother  \  the  young  of  that 


pattern  to  Chriftians  in  your  I  fex,  as  lifters.  —  ever  prefer- 


converfation,  in  your  morals, 
in  benevolence,  in  fideJ i ty*  in 
chaftity. 


ying  an  inviolate  purity  of 
manhets. 

3  Allow  a  fuitable  main- 


13  During  my  abfence  |  tenance  to  widows,  that  are 

^  1“  1  1  si  m  I  •  1*  i  i  rl  ^  1  1  ♦ 


from  you,  feduloufiy  apply 
yourfelf  to  reading,  to  exhor¬ 
tation,  to  inftruftion. 

r  •  s 

14  Neglrft  not  the  cultufe 
and  improvement,  of  thole 
Ipiricual  gifts  which  were 
conferred  upon  you  by  a  pro¬ 
phetic  impulfe,  and  with  .im- 
pofition  of  hands  by  the  fe- 

nior  Chriftians. 

1 5  Meditate  on  thele  great 
truths— devote  yourfelf  folely 
to  the  ftu'dy  of  them,  that 
your  proficiency  may  be  uni- 

VOL.  If. 


really  la  deftitute  and  indi¬ 
gent  circumftances. 

4  But  if  |any  widow  have 
children  or  grand-children, 
let  thele  learp  the  incumbent, 
indifpenfabfe  duty  of  filial 
piety,  and  make  grateful  re¬ 
turns — this  is  a  conduft  ami¬ 
able  in  itfeffp  and  acceptable 

to  God. 

5  She,  who  in  reality  is  a 
widow,  and  in  forlorn  and 
delolate  circumftances,  repo- 
fesa  fubftiiflWe  confidence  in 

N  .  God, 


17#  P  a  u  l*s  Firjt  Epifite  Chap;  v; 

God,  and  fpends  the  night  |  they  have  received  this  cha- 
and  day  in  the  facred  exer-  j  ritable  exhibition,  they  will 
ci&s  of  devotion  and  piety  :  I  marry  again, 

6  But  the  life  of  her,  who  J  12  and,  to  their  everlaft- 

}s  funk  in  voluptuoufnefs,  I  ing  dishonour  and  reproach, 
ought  father  to  be  ftiled  d  I  will  not  lie  fit  ate  to  abandon 
death  than  life,  j  their  former  religious  prin- 

7  Thefe  precepts-  do  yoh  [  ciples. 

ftrenuoufly  urge  and  incul- 1  13  Befidcs,  they  would, 

cate — in'  order  that  the  lives  I  from  this  maintenance  of  the 
and  characters  of  CHriftians  I  church,  contract  habits  of 
may  be  irreproachable.  I  indolence,  and  ramble  about 

8  But.  if  any  profeflor  of  I  in  an  idle  reftlefe  manner  from 
the  go  (pel  make  no  provifion  I  one  houfe  to  another  —  and 
for  his  relations,  and  eipe-  j  not  only  habits  of  idlenefs, 
dally  for  his  own  family,  he  |  but  of  impertinence.  Hander, 
hath  abjured  Chriftianity,  and  I  and  defamation. 

is  more  abandoned  in  hist  14  Let  not,  therefore, 

^  A  V 

principles  than  an  unconvert*  I  young  widows  be  reftrained 
ed  Heathen.  I  from  marrying  again  —  Jet 

9  Let  the  following  quali- 1  them  devote  themfe'l  ves  to 

fitatkmsbe  fequked  in  admit- 1  the  proper  education  of  their 
ting  widows  upon  the  chinch  j  children — let  them  regulare 
lift  — «-  Age,  not  inferior  to  1  iheir  domeftic  concerns  with 
fixty — hath  been  the  confon  I  propriety — and  let  them  be 
of  one  hufband  :  1  ever  cautious  they  give  not 

10  her  moral  character  ]  the  adverfaries  of  our  religion 
well  attefted,  for  the  educa-  j  any  juft  grounds  for  fatyr  and 
tion.of  her  children,  for  her  I  calumny  : 

hofpitality,  for  her  kind  re- j  15  for  by  thefe  reftraints 

Ception  and  entertainment  6f  1  fome  widows  have  already 

Chriftians,  for  her  eharity  to  I  renounced  the  Chriftian  reli- 

perfons  in  diftrels,  and  for  1  gion,  and  relapfed  into  hea- 

her  finccre  attachment  to  the  I  thenifm. 

interefts  of  univerfal  virtue.  |  1 6  If  any  children,  of  ei- 

x  1  But  admit  not  young  I  ther  fex,  have  very  near  re- 

widows  to  a  Jhare  or  the  1  lations  that  are  widows,  let 

■ 

Church’s  fund  — for  when  I  them  provide  for  their  fup- 

*  port, 

d  Kat  Ewe*v  fnruv  Smwvm*  t r»  «*» 

EurtyzdU  Ahejlts.  i$9w 


t 


Chap.  Vi  *>  T«  tt-o  t  tt  v*r  4p0 

^  • 

port,  and  let  not  the  church  1  prejudice  or  partiality  for  any 
be  burdened  and  prevented  j  per  fori  whatever, 
from  giving  afTiftancc  to  ftich  1  22  Be  cabtiouS  you  do  Hot 

widows,  who  are,  really,  in  1  incorifideratcly  ordain  aoy  dud 
deftitute  and  neceffitous  cir- 1  to  the  fupCrior  offices  in  the 
cumftances.  j  church  by  impdfition  of  hands 

§ — 17  LETthefeniorChn-| — Do  not  you  allb  allociate 
ftians,  who  prefide  With  ho- 1  with  others  in  any  thing  cri- 

nour  over  the  fociety,  be  J  minal — Ever  maintainanin- 

decmed  worthy  to  enjoy  a e  I  Violate  purity  and  fa/iftjty  of 
double  ftipend  — -  especially  I  mariners, 
thofe  of  them,  who  are  inde- I  23  For  the  future  leave  off 
fatigably  engaged  in  public  I  drinking  Water,  and  tile  a  llt- 
exhoitation  and  inltru&ion.  I  tie  wine  for  your  bad  dige- 

18  For  the  fcripiure  faith:  Jjfticfn,  and  thole  indifpolr- 
“  Thoti  fhal  t  not  muzzle  thtf  Ij  tions,  by  which  you  are  fd 
mouth  of  the  ox,  while  he  is  ifrequently  attacked: 
employed  ih  threfiling  oyt  the  I  24  The  vices  of  ionic  per* 
corn” — and  moreover  aflerts,  jfbns  are  notorious,  arid  pre- 

44  That  the  faithful  labourer  J  vioully  expofe  themfelves  to 
is  entitled  to  his  reward.**  I  the  open  Cenfure  of  f he  world 

19  Don’t  give  ear  to  any  I  —the  vices  of  others,  being 

afperfions  orvthe  charafter  of  l  n>ore  latent,  and  diffemblcd, 
a  fenior  Chrillian  —  unleft  l  are  not  detected  for  fomO 
confirmed  by  the  united  te-  J  time : 
ftimony  of  two  or  three  pet- 1  £$  in  like  manner,  the  vir¬ 
ions.  Ijtues  of  mqn  difplay  them- 

20  But  thole  of  them*  who  I'felves  to  the  world :  , nor  is  it 
are  found  guilty  of  any  irre- 1  po  Bible  for  vice  to  lereen  re¬ 
gularity,  reprehend  before  the lielf  long  from  the  knowledge! 
whole  lociety,  to  intimidate  I  of  mankind 

others.  I 

2  i  I  moft  folemrily  adjure  I 
you  in  the  prefence  of  God,  I  CHAP.  VI. 

and  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift*  I 

2nd  the  bleficd  angels,  ft  rift-  F  i  T  E  T  all  the  Chriftiail 
ly  to  comply  with  thefe  direc-  J  I  j  Haves,  who  are  in  a 
tions,  and  to  aft  without  any  1  ftate  of  (ervjitude,  treat  their 

N  2  lords 

1  _  •  ft 

*  t(,kw  •  Tl»t  -n>ar  figftif *9 .  aUwtmut.,  \maimU0finte,  fiiftndi 

fee  Dr.  Benjon  in  fa,  Confult  «lfo  Match,  xv.  4,  5,  >6.  Mark  vii.  9—1  ii 

aiiU  the  3d  veri'e  of  this  chapter. 


l8o  Paul’s  Pirji  Eptjik  Chap,  vi. 

lords  with  the  greateft  fub- |  rent  of  animofides,  quarrels,' 
million  and  deference,  that  I  calumnies,  and  malignant 
the  profellion  and  doctrine  of  I  fufpicions. 
fheChriftian  religion  may  in-  I  5  Hence  arife  too  the  ufe- 
cur  no  reproach.  I  lefs  Jpeculations  of  perverie 

2  And  let  thole  Haves*  land  depraved  minds,  the  wil- 
whofe  matters  have  embraced  I  ful  defpifers  of  truth,  who 
the  gofpel,  not  behave  to  I  think  religion  of  nO  value, 
them  with  difrefpedfc  and  con- 1  but  as  it  promotes  their  for- 
tempt,  merely  becaule  they  j  did  intereft — perfons  of  fuch 
are,  now,  Chriftian  brethren  :  I  abandoned  principles  do  you 
but  rather  let  them,  on  that  I  Ihun  with  the  utmoft  horror, 
account,  ferVe  them  with  the  I  6  But  the  greateft  of  all 
greater  fidelity  and  obfequi- 1  acquifitions,  is  religion  in  a 
oufnefs,  becaule  thofe,  who  I  mind  f  felf-fufficient  for  its 
reap  the  benefits  of  their  ler- 1  happinefs. 

vice,  are  united  ter  them  in  I  7  For  we  brought  nothing 
the  bonds  of  religion  and  af- 1  with  us  into  this  world,  and 
feffion- — Thefe  injunctions  do  |  nothing  with  us  can  we  carry 
you  urge  and  inculcate.  I  out  of  it. 

3  Ir  any  perfon  advahee  [  8  If  we  therefore  B  have 

tenets  contrary  to'  thefe,  and  I  but  food  and  raiment,  let  us 
afftft  a  difregard  for  the  fa-1  be  contented. 

lutary  inftru&icms  of  our  I  9  .  For  they,  who  grafp 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  for  I  at  riches,  neceflarily  expofe 
that  religion,  which  is  folely  I  themfelves  to  many  tempta- 
cakolated  to  plromote  piety  I  tions  and  fnares,  and  contract 
and  holinefs  of  life,  I  deftrCs  and  habits  abfurd  as 

4  he  is  inflated  with  pride;  I  well  as  pernicious,  and  which 
is  a  perfeCfc  ftranger  to  the  I  are  fure  to  precipitate  men 
delign  of  the  gofpel,  and  his  I  into  a  gulf  <M*  the  moft  fatal 
mind  is  diftempered  with  idle  I  perdition. 

fub  til  ties  and  frivolous  con- 1  ro  For  the  luft  of  gold  is 

trove  riles,  which  ir€'  the  pa- 1  the-  parent  of  the  moft  de- 

'  ftru&ive 


Airdpicwtt,  fee  Note  on  Philip,  ch.  iv,  u  . 

e  En-ct  ti  in  Gporawi  zr\riv  ivoiv  fwvw, 
*AnfiLitT£&  axTut  S'  vignx000 

A  rtf  vagiri  kJ  wf$u 


EurtpiJtf, 


Chap , vi.  to  Timothy.  i8i 


ftruttiye  -evils  in  human  life1? 
— Actuated  by  this  in  fat  liable 
pafEon,  fame  have  abjured 
the  Chriftian  religion,  and 

transfixed  theml'elves  -with 

> 

multiplied  and  excruciating 
miferies. 

ii  But  do  you,  O  Chri¬ 
ftian  mini  Hex,  fiy  thefe  pur- 
£uit?!  and  aifiduoufty  culti- 


1 2  Serve  with  .honour  and 
fidelity  under  the  Chriftian 
banners — Exert  every  flerve 
to  fecure  the  prize  of  .immor¬ 
tality,  to  the  bleflednefs  of 
which  you  have  been  invited 
by  the  golpel,  and  ycrar  firm 
perfuafion  of  which  you  have 
N  3  folemnly 


h  AwoXo iro  «vt®* 

jO  toi*  ocgyvfitv  ptkrwac. 

At  a  toutw  oux 

At*  TOUTOK  OU  TOXJJtf. 

■ 

IlaXruot,  (pom  it  avrcy. 

Anttcrton,  Ode  46. 


H  ^tXo^ijpoffvwj  pinif  aajtaTer^*.  awctrnt. 

Xpw&  ttit  ioX&  in  x>  agyvg@*  ooS’^cnrom. 

Xeiw*  xotxuv  &yXJtyK>  CtcQ&oft,  zscarta,  p^oAnrlw, 

Et&i  fff  jin  Shutout*  yotBon  mSturov. 

Sou  txvn  rt  AfijXoo-tat  t*  0ovom, 

it  Tf«ua  ^oofu<r<r»  aiptymi  Tt  tfywu/*otf. 

PUcyUde^ 


•  ■  ■  IXoAAoun  J'ao 

Kffi  vrjpvfB  tpiuM  Hf+uyxTo* 

Eurifidti  Cf  clops .  5  ID* 


•Ouifv  yoto  aj&fu7rwty  *»o*  afJ'Wf©3 

Kouuv  vc[*ur/t  tout*  woAyfc 

HofSa,  Toi’twJ^af  -*£a»tOWti<  fyuAuy 

Too  jg)  u*£«XA*w< 

Xf»tr*5  Wf©*  tradct  fyorwj, 

n«irovo^t«;  ^ finely  ayS’fwrofc  - 

Kcu  TS0UT&  IfJ^U  iuvirf |3( MO  ItJfWtJ.  . 

Sofboclu  Antipmt,  }Of .  Edit.  Barton, 

JltPturf  igom  tfoXXaif.  $P  Hmpr : 

-  -  —  Oivwt  , 

lliadi  E.  399. 

9&‘?«  f'Mt™  ?***&&*  &Tl-  ...  .  , 

Andronuus  Rbodtui^  Lb.  iv,  ver.  1007. 


iti 


Pap  l's  Firjl  Epiftk,  &c.  Chap.  vi. 


folemnly  declared  before  ma¬ 
ny  witnefies. 

gg  I  adjure  you,  in  the 
prefence  of  Gbd,  the  foie 
Douor  of  life  to  all  bein 


and  of  Teftis  Chrift,  who 
fore  Pontius  Pilate  made  that 
excellent  k  profeffioh, 

"14  ftricUy  to  obferve  the 
diredions  I  have  given,  and 
to  maintain  an  inviolate  irre- 

♦  *  r 

p  roach  able  conduct  ’till  the 
glorious  advent  of  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift ; 

1 5  which  illuftrioutf  event, 
in  its  appointed  feaion,  Wilj 
be  d ifplay ed  by  the  blelftd 
and  fupreme  Governor  of 
univerfal  nature,  the  1  king 
pf  kings  and  lord  of  lord* : 

1 6  the  iole  Being,  who  is 
eflentially  endowed  with  im¬ 
mortality,  who  dwells  in  light 
hiacceflihle,  whom  no  mor¬ 
tal  hath  feeh,  or  could  fuftain 
to  fee — to  him  be  honour  and 
dominion  through  all  the 
revolving 1  ages  of  etemify  ! 
^irien. 

§—17  Charge  the  opu¬ 
lent  not  to  be  elated  with 

9 

their  fuperior  riches,  or  to 
repole  their  confidence  in  pof- 


feflions  fo  fugitive  and  tran¬ 
sitory— but  to  make  the  li¬ 
ning  God  the  great  object  of 
their  truft,  whole  liberal  hand 

1  _  9  ■ 

incelTantly  difpepfes  to  us,  ail 
our  enjoyments, 

1 8  Charge  them  to  do 
good  ;  to  be  rich  in  ads  of 
beneficence ;  to  be  05  liberal 
in  their  diftribucions  ♦,  and  to 
communicate  happinefs  a- 
pund  them  : 

1  g  By  this  ufc  of  their 
wealth  they  will  accumulate 
an*  inexhatiftible  fund  of  hap¬ 
pinefs  in  a  future  ftate,  and 
fecure  a  bleffcd  immortality. 

20  O  Timothy!  adhere 
to  the  rules  I  have  now  faith¬ 
fully  exhibited  before  you — 
and  cstutioufty  Ihun  thole  pro¬ 
fane  and  ufelds  fpeculations, 
-and  thole  cavils  and  deputa¬ 
tions  of  a  falfe  and  fpuricus 
fcience, 

2irin  which fome  who  pro- 

fefs  themfclves  to  be  great 

adepts,  have  elpoufcd  the 
snoft  erroneous  feutiments 

V  k  s  • 

concerning  Chriftianity—  May 
the  d’rvin^  fayopr  ever  attend 
you  I  Amen. 

PAUL’S 


*  Namely,  That  his  KfogSfim  w$s  tier  of  ikh  world. 

*  BaetAtuc  tup  CcwiAiuovtw,  x)  xufi©*  x®*  ¥ojtfv«rwv.  Eallern 

monarch)  affefled  this  title.  B&ft Arwr  ^WiXnir  **  otfwm f  ftvir* t«v 
XttT outfit.  Stjmfitf  it wj. V*  An/  6f  hni.  DioJertu  Siculus t  tom.  t . 

p.  65.  WtJftUhg.  Jtmjjtl.  17 46.  Boeitac  CwrtXiuf  ivoypi  ptyccXci-. 

JEJdyli  Perf*,  ver.  24.  burrora  AjnmW  .  Util*  vcr.  p,  669. 

V\A.%b*L  in  he.  Ex  Edit.  Pauw. 

m  EvptreiiQTwt. 
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PAU  L’s  Second  Epiftle  to  Timothy. 

r  • 

CHAR  L  *  your  mother  Eunice  were  di- 

_  I  ftinguifhed— and  of  your  owtt 

i  AUL,  conflicted  J  fincerity  I  have  the  moft:  un- 

by  the  will  of  God  1  doubted  perfuafion. 

JL  an  apoftle  of  Jefds  I  6  On  which  account  fuller 
Chrift,  and  a  minifter  of  that  I  me  repeatedly  to  exhort  you 
divine  religion  which  pro?  j  to  ®  r&kindlc  and  re-invigb- 
roil'es  eternal  life  to  its  vo-  j  rate  thole  fpiritual  powers, 
tsries,  {which  were  conferred  upon 

2  moft  aflfeftionately  wifhes  I  you  by  the  impofition  of  tdy 
ro  Timothy,  his  beloved  con-  j  hands : 

vert,  every  favour,,  mercy,  and  1  7  for  God  hath  not  infu- 
felicity,  from  God  the  fu-  ^  fed  into  us  a  fpirk  of  dejec- 
preme  Parent,  and  from.  Je-  .j  tion  and  timidity*  ‘but  of  fbr- 
iiis  Chrift  our  Lord.  j  titude,  of  benevolence,  and 

3  1  pay  my  ardent  grati- I  of  felf- government. 

rude  to  that  God,  whom  ail  |  8  Be  not,  therefore,  afha- 

my  anceftors  have  ever  con- 1  med  of  folemnly,  at  telling  thy 
feientioufly  worfhipped,  and  I  convidiort  of  the  truth  of  the 
who  is  witnefs  of  the  fervour  j  Chriftian  religion  —  nor  do 
of  my  inceilant  prayers  fbrl  y.au  appear  afhamed  of  me, 
you  night  and  day.  I  who  am  now  in  fetters  for 

4  1  am  anxioufly  .defirous  I  my  perfuafion  of  its  veracity 

to  fee  you  —  the  light  would  |~t  but  do-  you  fubmit,  alia, 
fill  me  with  tranfport — I  here  I  to  any  fufferings  for  that  gof- 
reflect  on  the  tears  and  for- 1  pel,  whofe  truth  hath  been 
rows  you  indulge.  I  confirmed  and  (haled  by  the 

5  Here  I  review  with  .con- 1  power  of  God— 

Icious  joy  your  undiflejnbied  I  9  of  God,  who  hath  gr*- 
attachment  to  the  Chriftian  I  cioufty  interpofed  for  our 
religion,  for  which  your  I  hjppinefs,  and  hath  bJeflod 
grandmother  Lois  firft,  and  *  us  with  a  divine  fcheme  of 

4  reii- 

n  At*Z*nrvfstr.  For  the  illuflrattion  Of  this  viford  and.  paflhge  Y  re¬ 
fer  my  reader  to  my  introdu&itnr  to '  tbt  Study  and  Ktrtwinfge  of  the  Knv 
‘ Tijiamtat . 


1 8+  Paui’s  Second  Epiflle  Chap.  i. 

religion — not  induced  by  our  convinced  of  the  divine  au- 
virfues,  but  in  conleqilehce  of  thority  of  him,  whole  dor- 
that  benevolent  plan,  which,  trines  I  have  embraced,  and 
long  before  the  order  of  his  am  perfuaded  he  is  able  to 
difpenfations  commenced,  he  preferve  in  the  world,  till  his 
deOgned  ihould  be  executed  future  coming,  that  facred  p 
by  Jefus  Chrift  :  depofit,  with  which  he  hath 

10  which  divine  fcjieme  he  entrufted  me* 

hath  in  the  prefent  age  moft  1 3  Inviolably  adhere  to 
glorioufly  difplayed  by  the  that  model  of  falutary  inftruc- 
illuftrious  advent  of  our  Re-  tions,  which,  as  a  fincere  af- 
deemer  Jefus  Chrift,  who  feftionate  profefibr  of  the 
hath  abolilhed  death,  and  gofpel,  1  have  faithfully  ex- 
hath,  by  hts  gofpel,  0  flied  hibited  before  you. 
the  pi  oft  clear  and  facred  14  Guard  with  the  utmoft 

light  on  the  duftrine  of  im-  care  that  facred  depolit,  thro' 
mortality.  the  affiftance  of  the  holy  Spi- 

11  To  proclaim  this  glo-  rif,  who  refideth  in  us. 

rious  dilpenfation  among  15  You  need  not  be  in¬ 

mankind  I  was  conftituted  formed  how  all  theChriftians 

m 

an  apoftje  and  herald  —  and  in  Afia  Minor  have  abandon 
w.as,  in  a  particular  manner,  ed  me  —  in  which  defer tion 

appointed  to  inftrudfc  the  Ifca-  Phygellus  and  J  lermogenes 
tbens :  are  the  moft  difringuilhed. 

12  And  it  i§  for  my  fide-  1 6  May  God  beftow  a 

lity  in  the  difcharge  of  this  fignal  blefling  upon  the  fa- 

funftion  that  I  fuftain  thefc  mily  of  Onefiphorus — for  lie 
fuffe rings  —  but  I  am  not  a-  hath  very  often  infufed  into 
framed  of  them  —  for  i  arq  me  the  moft  Toothing  confo- 

larion, 

■ 

0  not  brought  to  light,  as  i f.rtafim  could  not  difiover  a  future: 

Rate':  the  word  figntfics  to  throw  tight  upon,  to  illuminate ,  irradiate ilLfirate. 

KfaAAov  fuv  XoXcov  'O/jiyoe*  tQurtnv  j  Sohn  illujh-atgd 

JJutur  better  than  Pijifldatus.  Diogenes  Latriitu ,  p.  36-  Edit.  Amf.cl.  1 692. 
Tct  aamv  ttyumogv.  He  illyfirettd  bis  writings,  p.  267.  T«  x*t b\fy\r.% 
TVS  c&Li&itaf  VSttrexytt  tyxivst  (P*m^u  -aruvrai  av&janrsor 

CouX^uursvf  nr  iTiyviwtt  •  tXdtiv.  .  The  preaching  of  the  truth 

jhines  every  where,  and  ilfumnates  all  who  defire  to  attain  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth.  ♦  Jrputvs,  p.-  4 6.-  Grab*.  Owe  fp  (^wco  ft*  (fHort^ti,  There 
i?  ?°  ?ght  which  doth  not  tulighten.  Chmu  Alexqnd,  p.  83  .  Edit.  Paris.  1 629, 

P  The  Chriftiaa  JE^eligion. 


Chap. ii.  to  Timoth r.  185 

htion,  and  never  appeared  ftri&ly  conforms  to  the  rules 
afliamed  of  my  fetters :  .  pfefcribed. 

17  but,  upon  his  arrival  6  An  hu (band man  muft 

in  Rome,  made  very  diligent  fuftain  a  great  deal  of  toil  and 
enquiries  after  me,  till  he  drudgery  before  he  reaps  ’the 
found  me.  I  profits  of  agriculture. 

1 8  May  the  Lord  diftin- 1  7  Serioufly  revolye  what  I 

guifii  him  with  his  bleffings  at  I  fay  —  for  it  is  my  ardent 
the  final  day  of  future  retri- 1  prayer  that  God  would  cn- 
bucion — :  You  remember  the  j  dow  you  with  intelligence  and 
many  friendly  offices  he  did! judgment  in  all  thefe  import* 
me  in  Eplielus.  jam  concerns. 

Chap.  ii.  1  Do  you,  there- 1  8  Ever  remember,  that, 

fore,  my  beloved  convert,  I  according  to  the  joyful  dif- 
cxert  yourfelf  with  vigour  j  pen  fat  ion  1  have  proclaimed 
in  propagating  the  Chriftian  I  among  men,  Jefus  the  Mef- 
difpenfatipn.  I  fiah,  a  defeendant  from  Da- 

%  And  thefe  truths,  which  ]  vid,  was  raifed  from  the  dead 
1  have  imparted  to  youj  and  1  to  immortality.' 
which  have  been  at  re  ft  ed  by  I  .  9  Fpr  the  publication  of 
Juch  a  variety  of  witneffes,  do  I  which  divine  fcheme  of  relir 
you  commit  to  the  fidelity  of  I  gion  1  have  Supported  every 
perfons  of  approved  cbarac- 1  mifery,  and  am  now  under 
tcr$,  properly  qualified  to  I  confinement,  as  a  malefador 
communicate  them  tq  the  J  — but  the  revelation  of  God 
world.  1  is  not  confined ! 

3  And  dp  you  with  forti-  j  10  and  k  is  thc  confciouf- 

tude  fuftain  all  the  Jhock  of  j  nefs  of  this  pleafing  truth,  that 
human  evil?,  as  a  faithful  I  prompts  me  to  fuftain  every 
combatant  under  the  ftandard  J  indignity  and  difgrace,  to  con- 
of  Jefus  Chrift.  I  firm  the  Chriftians  in  tlieir 

4  Every  perfon  in  a  mili- 1  principles,  in .  order  that  they 
tary  capacity  dUembarafies  ]  may  finally  fecure  that  blefied 
bimfelffrom  all  fecular  cc-  J  and  glorious  immortality, 
cupations,  in  order  that  he  I  which  the  gofpel  of  Jefus 
may  entirely  devote  himfelf  I  Chrift  promiieth. 

to  acquire  (he  approbation  of  J  11  This  great  truth  may 
his  general.  I  be  relied  upon :  'If  we  die  in 

5  And  he,  who  contends  I  his  principles,  we  fhall  live  in 
in  the  Grecian  games,  iecures  I  his  glory : 

pot  the  crowp,  unlels  he*  j  2  If  we  fufFer  in  his  caufe, 

wu 


l86  r  av  l's  Second  Epijllt  Chap.  ii. 


we  Shall  reign  with  him  in  his 
kingdom  —  if  we  renounce 
h&  religion,  he  will  renounce 
us« 

1 3  If  we  disbelieve  it,  our 
di/belief  doth  not  affed  its  in¬ 
trinsic  credibility — he  cannot 

tttxxd  and  annul  th«  evi¬ 
dences  he  hath  already  exhi¬ 
bited  in  confirmation-of  k. 

14  See  that  you  repeatedly 
fugged:  and  inculcate  thefe 
truths  r-^fcdemnly  conjuring 
men,  in  the  prefence  ot  God, 
not  to  indulge  the  rage  of  ca¬ 
vil  and  contrpverfy,  which 
are  produ&ive  of  no  utility, 
and  only  tend  to  pervert  and 
confound  thofe  who  -are  pre- 
font  on  thefe  unhappy  occa¬ 
sions. 

1 5  Make  it  thy  foie  ftudjr 

to  recommend  thyfelf  to  the 
divine  approbation,  as  a  la¬ 
borious.  pafepr  of  an  irre¬ 
proachable  conduct,  and  as  a 
judicious  and  fleilfid  adept  in 
the  de&rines  of  divine  truth. 

.  16  But  cautiously  fliun  the 

profane  jargon  of  ufelefs  fub* 
tilties,  and  vifionaty  Specula¬ 
tions,  which  have  a  tendency 
to  fink  men  gradually  into  the 
depths  of .  impiety. 

17  The dijcQUrfes of  Such, 
like  a  gangrene,  will  infeh- 
fibly  cat  awayall  religion— 
for  thefe  profligate  principles 
foe  tnoft  di&ijtguiShed  ore 
Hymcnsus  andPhi  Ictus, 


moil  erroneous  lentiments— 
averting  that  the  refurre&ion 
of1  men  hath  already  taken 
place  —  and  have  weakened 
and  fubyerted  the  religious 
principles  of  fome : 

1 9  This  great  fundamental 
do&rine,  however,  of  a  future 
refurredton .  can  never  be  in¬ 
validated-— its  Solid  bafis  can 
never  be  Shaken— the  great 
God  hath  damped  it  w  ith  his 
Signet,  and  given  bis  fandiou 
to  thofe  whom  he  com  mi  f- 
honed  to  publifli  it— Let  every 

one,.' therefore,  who  is  a  pro- 
feSTor  of, the  Chriftian  reli¬ 
gion,  abandon  every  vicious 
purfuit.  . 

20  But  this  happy  event 
caiyioK  beexpeded  univerfaUy 
to  take  place  among  Chri¬ 
stians— for  in  a  large  and  it- 
luftrious  family  there  are  a 
variety  of  velfels.  Some  of  gold 
and  Silver,  Some  of  wood  and 

Shell ;  feme  of  immenfe,  fome 

■ 

of  vary  mean,  value.  . 

.  21  But  if  a  perfon  tho¬ 
roughly  correds  and  reforms 
his  vices,  he  will  become  an 
honourable  and  feled  inftru- 
menc  in  the  hands  of  his  di¬ 
vine.  mailer,. adapted,,  in  the 
mofe  ufeful  manner,  to  pro¬ 
mote  his  interests,  and  fub- 
fervieat  to  every  excellent  de- 

figo. 

44  Fly  thofe  vices,  to 

which  youth  is  moil  addicted  -t 


Chap.  iii.  to  TiMOTB V, 


a]]  fincere  and  virtuous  Chri- 
ftians,  the  habits  of  juflice, 
of  fidelity,  of  love,  and1  of  j 
univerfal  concord. 

23  Rejeft  ail  foolifh  and 
uninteiiigible  ipeculations— . 
confdous,  that  they  only  ge- • 
ncrate  furious  rage  and  ani- . 
mofities : 

24  But  the  mirufbers  of. 
Jefus  ought  not  to  litigate 
and  quarrel,  but  ought  ever 
to  Ihow,  towards  all  men  of 
alt  parties,  a  difpofnipn  mild 
and  amiable,  communicative 
of  inftru&ion,  and  which  no 
injuries  can  -ruffle  ' 

25  with  the  greatrft  lenity 

and  candour  inftru&mg  tho& 
who  oppofe  the  Chriftiaji  re¬ 
ligion  —  in  order,  Ihould  it 
pteafe  God,  that  they  mayre- 
pe  nt  of  their  errors,  and  acr 
Knowledge  the  truth, 

2 6  and,  «  difpellkig  from 
their  minds  the  intoxicating 
fumes  of  heathemfm,may  ex¬ 
tricate  themfelves  from  the 
fnare  of  falfe  religion— being 
refeued,  by  his  means,  from 


deftrufirion,  to  perform  ihe 
wUi  of  God. 

CHAP,  III. 

-  r 

I  T>  E  aflbred  of  this,  that 

tbc  ages  there 
will  happen  the  molt  wretched 
and  prodigate  rimes ; 

2  for  men  will  be  felf-io- 
terefted,  avaricious,  arrogant, 

|  fupercilious, .  devoid  of  all 

;  filial  piety,  of  gratitude,  of 
virtue : 

3  diverted  of  ail  parental 

!  tendernefs,  violators  of  the 

I  * 

sooQ  fokmn  covenants,  au¬ 
thors  of  every  otiumoy,  in¬ 
temperate,  inexorable,  aban¬ 
doned  to  all  ienfe  of  good- 
nefs : 

4  perfidious,  prefumptuou^ 

inflated,  witK  infolence,  vot&r 
ties  of  feofualp  lea  lure,  and 

not  the  votaries  of  God : 

5  retaining  an  exterior  fenv 
biaoce  of  piety,  but  ft  rangers 
to  its  inward  powers— A  void 
fiich  with  the  utmott  horrpr. 

6  Them 


A •JX’;v\u<rw.  The  word  fignifies  ta  rtcover  from  intoxita* 

Uen,  to  rtcovtr  rtafyt  after  a  temporary  ftupefaftion.  Ex  piaxpxf  ant- 

nipxc  fiuStlf-  Recovering  from  a  U»g  dsh-aueb.  Dionyfw  Hoikor,  toitu  t-. 

o.  229,  Edit.  Hudfon.  Q  It  atrtwfljwr  ix  .rjjf  pdhsti  ftecorerfng  from 
his  debauch.  Diodorus  Siculus,  X&rtuz.  p.  153.  Edit;  WtfiUug.  Aas0d.  1746. 
OAiyj*  fs.iv  cuv  A  fear  ncovflrisg  from  iijebnety.  Pktartb, 

CamilhtSy  p.  2  56.  Edit.  H,  S/tpb,  AM«  yot»  a  ti 

(pxouxxo o  vcttokwiv  arose  .nnoriv  atotirvi’  ft  vfsso 

t xvxtvlm  font  wort  roujt  rev  Jmvu.  CUmtnt  Alexand ,  p.  64.  Paris. 

’  "  ft#  urn  ^ 

JU29. 


?88  Paul**  Second  Epijlle  Chap.iii. 

6  There  are  fome  of  thefe  .  lufferings — from  which  God 
profligate  and  abandoned  1  hath  mercifully  reicued  me. 
wretches,  who  .clandeftipely  J  1 2  l ndeed  all,  who  are 
infinuate  themfelvcs  into  fa- 1  deliberately  determined  to  live 
milies,  and  infix!  the  poifon  [according  to  the  holy  direc- 
of  their  principles  into  filly  loons  of  Jefus  Chrift,  will  ex¬ 
women  of  the  moft  depraved  I  pole  themfeive?  to  infults  and 
characters.  Haves  to  every  fen- 1  perXecutions. 

fuaf  indulgence  *  |  13  But  profligates  and  im- 

7  liitening,  indeed,  with  I  poftors  will  ftill  proceed  to 
avidity  to  every  thing  that  is! greater  and  greater  lengths 
communicated  to  them,  but  ]  in  their  wickednef?,  deceiving, 
morally  incapable  of  ever  at- 1  and  deceived. 

taming  to  a  clear  knowledge  I  14  But  do  you  ever  fteadily 
of  truth  and  virtue.  I  adhere  to  the  directions  i  have 

8  With  the  fame  invincible  I  faithfully  taught  and  exhi- 
obftinacy  that  Jannes  andjbited  before  you  —  remem- 
Jambres  oppofed  Moles,  do  I  bering  who  was  your  inftruc- 
they  oppoi’e  true  religion— <•  j  tor  j 

men,  with  regard  to.  their  1  1 5  and  confciogs  that  from 

raht  enormoufly  corrupt,  with  I  your  infancy  you  were  trained 
regard  to  Christianity ,  to  the  I  in  the  knowledge  of  the  fa- 
lajt  degree  undifeerning  andlcred  writings — which  divine 
injudicious.  I  books,  by  means  of  a  firm 

But  they  (hall  proceed  i  perfuafion  of  Chrifliapity,  will 
no  farther  in  this  wicked  ca- 1  endow  yob  with  that  wifdom, 
reer — the  folly  of  theft  fhall  I  which  will  conduct  you  to 
be  fully  expo  fed  to  the  world,  I  everlafling  falvation : 
as  that  of  theirs  was  formerly.  I  16  All  the  infpired  wri- 
10  But  you  are  intimately  j  tings  are  moft  excellently  cal- 
acquainted  with  my  doCtrine,  j  culated  to  promote  inftruc- 
with  my  conduct,  with  myltion,  conviction,  amendment 
defigns,  with  my  fidelity,  my  j  qf  life,  a  clear  knowledge,  of 
equaoimity,  my  beneyofence,  I  virtue : 
my  patience  j  1  1 7  So  that  a  Chriftian  mi- 

x  1  wfih  all  thepejrfecutions  I  nifter  is  perfeCty  furnifhed  for 
and  fuflerings,  in  which  (  was  I  every  good  work, 
involved  at  Antioch,  Iconium,  I 
L.yfira — Y ou  know  the  whole  I 
aiitory  of  my  forrows  and  j 

k 


CHAP. 


io  Timothy 

tenance  a  number  of  public 
teachers,  who  will  foothe  their 


Chap.  iv. 

CHAP.  IV. 

1  T  Solemnly  adjure  you, 
X  therefore,  in  the  pre¬ 
fer)  ce  of  the  great  God,  and 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,'  who 
will  judge  both  the  living  and 
rlie  deady  when  he  makes  his 
iSluftrious  appearance  and  e- 
retfts  his  glorious  kingdom  : 

a  proclaim  the  joyful  ti¬ 
dings  of  the  gofpel  —  preach 
them  with  ardor  and  earneft- 
nefs-  at  all  times  and  feafons, 
Uated  or  occafional  — -  con¬ 
vince,  reprehend,  exhort,  With 
invincible  perfeverance  and 
adlduity  in  your  miniftra- 
tions. 

3  For  the  time  will  arrive, 
when  men  will  not  bear  the 
true  and  fa  1  titary  do&rines  of 
Chriftianity  j  but,  their  tafte 


depraved  paffions.* 

4  Theft  will  rejeft  truth 
with  the  laft  averfion,  and 
drink  in  fi&ions  and  fables 
with  infatiable  avidity. 

5  Do  you  maintain  a  fe- 
vere  and  univeifal  temper¬ 
ance  ;  encounter  difficulties^ 
be  indefatigable  in  your  func¬ 
tion  as  a  preacher,  and  fulfil? 
that  arduous  province  in  anr 

honourable  manner. 

6  For  the r  libation  is  al¬ 
ready  poured  out  upon  my 
devoted  head  —  the  time  of 
my  difiolution  is  at  hand. 

7  I  have  cqpibated  in  a  good 
caufe — 1 .  have  finiflrcd  the  * 
race  of  human  lift — I  have 
maintained  in  inviolable  fide-: 


being  vitiated,  and  their  pru¬ 
rient  ears  tickled  with  founds, 
they  will,  accordingly,  conn- 


lity: 

S  A  glorious  crown,  there? 
fore,*  the  reward  of  virtue,'  is* 
Teferved  for  me  in  .an  happy 
futurity,  which  Chrift,  the 

impartial 


T  tvirSofau  i>  a  facnfical  term.  TVe  Apbille  allude*  to  the  Iih&tim  that 
vis  poured  oo  the  vi&im  before  it.wai  facriitced. 

Siwly  »  An  r  <xAAoun»  r«  9t0fir«t'.. 

efirf.  ©.  432. 

XvvoSon  t*  9"oy  vet  fa  frtAftiv*?. 

&dtf.  Q.  *58. 

Our0*  S'Mwt  mulmu 

EuripiJis  Batch*,  284. 

See  a  minute  and  circumftantial  account  of  as?  heathen  facrifice  in 

iia'icar,  tom,  1 .  p.  460.  Hudfbn, 

5  A f often,  alluding  to  the  Olympic  rate.  MoV  tin  t\uv  if  0- 

<uo»  am*.  Theocritus,  Idyl.  3.  v.  41.  IIoXAarti;  Jit  to  f*tv  off  of  ifo/Mt 
kxXos,  SMf  vraXigt  ai%fw.' ,  Xinophontis Memor.  p.  at  1.  Edit.  Oxen.  *741. 

S:c  alfy  r,  2 to.  ejufdem  Edit 


»  * 

iga  P  a  u  t’s  BptJUe,  &c.  Chap,  iv, 

impartial  judge,  ii  the  final  ,  my  firft  apology,  I  had  nor 
day  of  retribution;  will  dif-  f  a  Angle  friend  with  me — they 
penfe  to  me-r»*aef  ia  this  chap- 1  ail  abandoned  me !  May  God 
Jet  to  adorn  my  temples  only  $  I  pardon  their  defertion  of  me  ? 
it  is  to  encircle  the  brow  oft  17  But  the  Lord  was  pjt> 
every .  Virtuous  perfod  who  !  fen t  with  me,  and  infpired 
hath  embraced  and  obeyed  Ids  I  me  with  undaunted  fortitude 
,  eeleftial  doctrines.  j  —in  order  that,  -through  me, 

-  § — 9  Strive  to  come  to  j  the  principles  of  the  gofpcl 
ine  immediately  \  I  might  be  exhibited  in  their 

10  for  Demos  hath  deferred  [  full  evidence,  and  alt  the 

me  frdm  an  extravagant  love  I  Heathens  might  fee  the  foun- 
of  life,  -  and  h  gone  to  Tbef- 1  dacron  on  which  it  was  fup- 
falonica,  Crefcens  to  Galatia,  J  ported — and  I  was  extricated 
Titus  to  Dalmatia.  I  from  the  lion’s  jaws. 

1 1  Luke  is  at  prelent  my  j  18  And  the  Lord  will  ex- 

bnly  companion— Bring  Mark  I  tricate  me  from  every  fatal 
alohg  with  you— he  will  be  of  J  evil,  and  conduit  me  in  fafety 
frgnal  fervice  tp  me  with! to  his  eeleftial  kingdom — to 
regard  to  the  Chriftian  mini- 1  him  be  glory  through  all 
ftry.  I  the  eodieu  ages  of  eternity  t 

12  Tychicus  I  have  dif- 1  Amen. 

patched  to  Ephefus.  I  § — 19  I  my  affec- 

33  The  portmanteau  I  left  |  donate  remembrance  to  Prifca 
with  Crifpus  at  Ttoas  bring  land  Aquila,-  and  to  the  fa- 
along  with  you,  and  the  books,  I  mily  of  Onefiphoros. 
but,  above  all,  the  parch- 1  20  Eraftus  flayed  at  Co- 

ments.  j  rinth — but  Trophimus  I  left 

14  Alexander  the  copper-  i  indifpofed  at  Miletus, 

fmith  did  me  many  injuries!  21  Strive  to  come  tome 
—  the  Lord  *  will  requite  [  before  the  winter — Eubulus, 
him  according  to  his  done- 1  Pudens,  Linus,  Claudia,  and 
rits.  [all  the  Chriftians  here  fend 

1 5  Do  you  ftiun  -him  with  J  their  affectionate  falutations  to 
the  utmoft  caution  —  for  he  I  you. 

oppofed  the  dolUkies  I  ad- 1  22  May  our  Lord  Jefus 

vanoed  with  the  moft  iftve-.  j  Chrift  be  with  you  !  May 
terate  violence;  J  his  favour  ever  attend  you  ! 

-%  —  x6  Whe»  I  .delivered  I  Amen. 

PAUL’S 

» 

*  A-nlstntt  wh!«h  the  Ahxaniritm  and  otbtr  MSS.  exhibit,  is  thf  trie 
reading 


PAUL’S  Epiftle  to  Titus. 


* 

Itrufred  to  propagate  in  die 
world : 

4  To  Tipis,  my  beloved 
convert  to  Chriftianity,  I  ar¬ 
dently  wifti  every  favour, 
mercy,  and  felicity  from  God 
oor  fupteme  Parent,  and  from 
pur  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Redeemer. 

5  I  left  you  in  Crete,  in 
order  that  you'  might  rectify 
any  diforderi,  and  I  com¬ 
manded  you  to  conftituce  the 

u  fcnior  Chriftkiw  in  every 

town,  public  inftru&ors  of 
_  ,  their  refpe&ive  focieties. 

defigned  to  bellow  ■  on  men,  |  6  To  qualify  them  for  this 

before  the  order  of  his  dif- 1  fun&km  they  Were  to  have  a 
penfations  commenced  j  c'harader  irreproachable,  to 
3  but  hath,  now,  in  that  I  be  the  faithful  husbands  of 
time,  which  feCmed  fitteft  to  I  one  confort,  their  children  of 
his  infinite  wifdom,  explicitly  I  approved  fidelity,  guilty  of 
revealed  theft  his  gracious! no  lieentioufnefs,- -fubmilfiVb 
intentions  to  mankind  by  the  ]  to  paternal  authority, 
publication  of  that  divine]  7  For  a  minifter  of  the 
ichcme,  which,  by  the  ex- 1  gofpel  ought,  as  being  $ 
prels  authority  of  God  our  |  fteward  under  the  great  God, 
Saviour,  I  have  been  in- » to  be  a  perlbn  of  an  unble- 

milhed 

u  Karanns  x&Ta  vtw  arfitfiirftftvf  The  fcfiiof  'converts  Were  by  the 
Apoftles  contorted  the  bijbopt  or  pa/lers  of  the  (everal  focieties  of  Chriftians 
they  formed.  O*  AvoCoXot  lytwrzv  tut  Tou  Xgtcou  nputr  hffioy 
on  tptif  trou  tort  row  otropeilG*  rn<  Ex»<r>eejr*if,  tut  Tfturnr  ew  rw 

<x (Tim  •a^tyntra  iikr$<rrt;  rstouiv  Jumoi roup 
Clin.  Roman ;  Efijh  ad  Cor.  44.  p.  17$,  Edit.  Cantab, 


l$2  P  av  l’s  'Epiftti  Chap.  i. 

milhed  life;  not  *  obftinatc,  I  difputants,  iafinuadng  de¬ 
pot  paflionate,  not  a  drun- 1  ceivers — efpecially  thofe,  who 
kard,  not  quarrelfome,  not  I  arc  fuch  ftrenuons  advocates 
Mercenary  :  I  for  circumcifion. 

8  but  of  an  hofpitable  dif- !  i  t  The  cavils  of  theie  mud 
pofition,  a  lover  of  goodnefc,  j  be  refuted,  and  them  (elves  be 
chafe,  juft,  holy,  temperate :  I  (fenced — th?y ,  poii'op  whole 
,  9  tenacious  of  thofe  truths  I  families  with  their  principles 
his  religion  teaches,  in  oiider  i  -—and  tbefe  errors  they  pro- 
that  He  may  be  Capable  of  I  paga'te  from  a  fordid  and 
tnftru&ing  men  in  its  falutary  I  mercenary  motive, 
docb-ioes,  and  of  convincing  I  1 2  Even  one  of  their  own 
its  adversaries  :*  I  *  pdets  gives  them  this  cha- 

10  for  there  are  great  I  raster — “  r  FaKe  are  the  Cre- 
n  umbers  who  arc  incorrigibly  |  tans,  briftal,  and  *  vora- 
perverle,  idle;  and  trifling  I  cious.” 

ij  His 

'  *  Av$dJ (f >  phfiinaitt  inflexibly  violent  ^  dogmatical.  £<>£**  Sc  Spam 

*  Appearing  to  be  (anguine  and  violent*  Plutarch.  Marius,  p,  745. 

Hen.Sttpb.  T 0  St  eiftn  cum u  wi ft  r as  T*r  e%*fMpTan>T&r  ^ 

His  cruelty  and  inflexible  violence  i n  punching  delinquents*  Dio- 
mgfius  tiaficar.  tom.  1.  p.  114.  Hudflm .  —  A^or  i&®-  siipcfae  r%  $&rtj 

ff ty&  0 ivSaSovi.  Estrtpidit  Medea,  vf.  102. 

*  Epimmcks ;  who  was  a  native  of  Crtte.  jhrfptrjjou  rov  K^7^>  trK 

Hf  T»f  ZTctfTN  Aptiro,  Epimemdn  the  Cretan,  who  came  to  Sparta.  7a* 
tiani  Oratio  contra  Grace*,  p.  175.  Edita  Paris.  l6j6. 

f  The  Cretans  were  notorious  for  their  violation  of  truth.  AS’ijboJwr^ 
0  EfiTciiuf  is  .yj m  •jnoymfia.ruv  <pi*ri  0rri*  xj  Mu&ta?  if uw 
xoAAou?  tv  €>i woAip,  Jtf  Kfimv  ym&ati  Ifopcvi#,  Tsannuuou  Omit 
ni*  vtimv.  Mjj&km  S  cpyt&ttruv  ttxm'  Kauri  f  an  *»«- 

MHrpdai '  avr«,  (tq it  vert  akifitta#  thru*?  urxta  m  m;  xetnue 

ttrowi*  x)  ix  mr«  <pu«r»  rauf  Kjutaf  ipivpaf  vo/xt&us&l.  Athena  fa¬ 
rm  the  Errtnan  ill  the  eighth  book  of  his  Memoirs  (ays,  thrfc  T&etis  and 
Medea  difputed  in  ThdTa’y  about  the  foperiority  of  beauty :  that  Idoaesuut 
was  judge:  and  that  he  declared. is  fayoor  of  Thetis.  JMedtft,  ^eing  pro¬ 
voked;  laid.  The  Cretans  ere  always  liars:  and  initialed  this  curie  upon 
him,  that  he  Ihould  never  fpeak  thd  truth,-  any  more  than  he  had  done  in 
the  late  decihon.  .  It  was  firm  this ,  he  lays,  that  the  Cretans  have  been 
efteemed  Sore.  Ptolevurtu  HefbtrJUon.  p.  323.  Edit.  Part:.  1 675.  Kott  (s.rj> 
Hyrt  itctT  utai  u3y  coAwrrtja  K^tjraiwt  tupot  -ftp  as  wXw  tiXiiwj 

Extremely  few  are  to  be  found  more  Jsceit/ul  than  the  Cretans.  Polybius* 
p.  490,  Edit.  Hamrv,  1619. 

*  r&rtfts  etffru-  Af?&  in  ptethal  compoCtion  often  fignifies  fivifi. 
Kvttt  atfjvit degt.  Iliad  r.  28 jL  K ant  mins  ttn*t  ivot r*.  Odyf.  ge 
6*.  See  alio  Odyf.  B.  1 1.  and  Odjf.  bf.  ^45.  and  Iliad  2-  578. 


Chap.  ii.  to  Tit  u  s.  jm 


13  His  account  of  them 
is  but  too  true — wherefore 
do  you  feverely  reprove  them 
for  their  errors*  that  they  tnay 
profefs  the  Chriftian  religion 
in  its  genuine  purity  andiim- 
plicity. 

14  Bid  them  pay  ho  regard 
to  the  fictions  and  fables  of 
the  Jews,  and  to  the  injunc¬ 
tions  of  men,  who  Wilfully 
rejedt  truth. 

15  To  the  morally  pure, 
indeed ;  ail  things  are  indif- 
criminatcly  pure — but  to  the 
depraved  and  incredulous  no¬ 
thing  is  pure,  but  their- very 
underftanding  and  confcience 
are  contaminated. 

1 6  In  fpeculation  they  ac¬ 
knowledge  a  God  ;  in  prac¬ 
tice  they  abjure  him— being 
m  their  lives  abominably  ir¬ 
regular  and  abandoned,  and 
t  he  contemptuous  defpifers 
of  every  thing  that  is  vir¬ 
tuous. 


CHAP.  IL 

t  T>UT  do  you  ‘  deliver 

fuch  inftrudions  as 
are  agreeable  to  the  genuine 
uncorrupted  do&rine  of  Chri- 
ilianiry. 

2  Enjoin  aged  men  to  be 
remperare,  venerable,-  fober, 
and  to  diftitfguifh  themfclves 
for  their  fidelity,  their  bene¬ 
volence,  their  patience. 

Vot.Il, 


.  3  Enjoin  aTfd  aged  women 
to  maintain  a  iandtity  of  man¬ 
ners,  not  to  be  addidted  to 
fcandal,  not  ^nfiaved  to  wine, 
but  teachers  of  eVery  virtue : 

.  4  that  they  may  engage 
the  .  young  of  their  fex  to  be 
^ifereet  in  their  condudt,  to  be 
afiedlionate  conforts,  to  be  af- 
fedtionate  mothers, 

3  to  be  prudent;  to  be 
chafte,  to  be  eminent  for 
(Economy,  for  uni  verfal.  good  - 
nefs,  to  be  fubmiffive  to  their 
husbands;  that  the  Chriftian 
religion  may not  be  averted; 

.6  DO  you  alfo  exhort  young 
pferfons  to  .be  temperate. 

1  7  Let  it  ever  bo  yourptm-r 
cipal  care  to  exhibit  in  your 

own  life  a  pattern  of  uni  verfal 

virtue  —  difplaying  in  your 
inftrudlions  an  uncorrupted 
probity,  a  venerable  dignity* 
8  a  reafoning  fol id  and  ir¬ 
refragable— that  your  adver- 
faries  may  be  covered  with 
confufion,  and.  not  have  if-in 

their  power  to  cenfarc  you  for 

any  immoralities. 

g  Enjoin  likewile  fervantsf 
to  be  obedient  to  their  ma¬ 
tters,  to  make  it^iniverfallv 
their  ftudy  to  pleale  them,  not 
contradicting  them, 

10  hot  pilfering  any  pare 
of  their  property,  but  dif- 
playing  the  it  oft  virtuous  and 
inviolable  fidelity — that  their 
difereet  conduct  may  refiedl  a 
diftinguilhed  honour  upon  the 
O  revelation 


1 94  Pa  u  l’s 

revelation  of  God  our  Sa¬ 
viour. 

-ii  For  the  gracious  dif- 
penfation  of  God  is  now  * 
rifen  upon  the  world  in  all  its 
fplendours,  difpenfing  falva- 
tion  to  all  its  inhabitants, 

1 2  folemnly  admoniihing 
us  to  renounce  all  impiety, 
and  every  fordid  fenfual  plea¬ 
sure,  and  in  the  prelent  ftate 
to  lead  a  temperate,  honed, 
and  devout  life, 

i  3  animated  with  the  blef- 
fed  and  triumphant  hope  of 
immortality,  and  the  joyful 
expedants  of  the  glorious  ad¬ 
vent  of  the  fupreme  God, 
and  of  our  Redeemer  Jefus 
Chrift, 

14  who  for  our  happinefs 
adorned  our  natures,  in  order 
to  reclaim  and  refeue  us  from 
every  vice,  and  to  form  to 
himfelf  a  ieleft .  and  holy  fo- 
ciety,  the  zealous  votaries  of 
univerfal  virtue. 

1 5  Thefe  truths  do  you 
inculcate  and  urge  by  every 
form  of  perfuafion — aflame 
an  authority  in  your  repre- 
henfions  —  be  cautious  you 
never  fall  into  contempt. 


Epijlle  Chap.  iii. 

CHAP.  Ilf. 

t  l^EMIND  the  Chri- 

J\,  ftians,  alfo,  of  their 
duty  to  fubimt  to  princes  and 
magiftrates,  to  pay  all  pro¬ 
per  deference  to  civil  autho¬ 
rity,  and  to  be  ever  prompt 
to  perform  all  the  obligations 
of  duty. 

2  Caution  them  not  to 
traduce  any  perlbn’s  character, 
to  foment  np  quarrels,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  to  difplay  a 
mild  and  inoffenfive  difpofl- 
tion  towards  all  men  indifcri- 
minately. 

3  For  we  were,  lately »  de¬ 
void  of  confideration,  contu¬ 
macious  to  all  authority  and 
law,  loft  in  devious  error,  en- 
flaved  to  a  variety  of  fenfual 
pleafures  and  indulgences, 
perpetually  corroded  with  ma¬ 
lice  and  envy,  abhorred  and 
abhorring  one  another : 

4  but  when  the  benignity 
and  philanthropy  of  the  fu¬ 
preme  God  our  Saviour  role 
in  all  its  effulgence  upon  the 
world, 

5  the  divine  mercy  then 
refcoed  us  from  this  deplora¬ 
ble  ftate-— not  in  confi  deration 
of  any  virtuous  a&ions  we 

per- 


1  E-nftn  •  a  mod  beautiful  and  exprejfive  imag u  reprefenting  the  gofpcl, 
like  the  glorious  lamp  of  da y,  in  all  its  glorious  fplendours  rifing  ever  a 
benighted  world. 

Qualii  ithi  ofpofitas  mtiAtJJima  Solis  imago 
Evicit  rules,  nullagvt  objiante  reluxit. 

OviAii  Met  am.  lib.  xiv. 


♦♦♦ 

Ciiap.  ill; 

performed,  but  folely  by  his 
own  efiential^  compaffion  — 
bleffing  us,  under  this  new 
difpcniation,  with  a  total  ab¬ 
lution  from  all  our  pail  fins,  j 
and  with  the  miraculous  gifts, 
of  the  Holy  Spirit, 

6  a  rich  and  copious  effu- 
(ion  of  which  he  hath  fliowered. 
down  upon  you  thro*  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Redeemer, 

7  in  order  that,  being  ac¬ 
quitted  from  all  our  former  ^ 
guilt  by  the  benignity  of  God,- 
we  might,  according  to  our 
hopes,  fecure  the  pofjefiion 
of  an  happy  immortality. 

This  great  truth  may 
be  confided  in — and  in  con- 
ftquence  of  k  it,  I  entreat 
you  folemnly  to  urge  and  ex¬ 
cite,  by  every  argument,  thofe 
who  have  embraced  the  reve¬ 
lation  of  God,  to  make  it  their 
Jtudy  to  attain  the  moft  diftin- 
guifhed  degrees  of  univerfal 
virtue  — ■  This  is  intrinfically 
excellent  and  produflive  of  the 
higbeft  utility  to  mankind. 

§—9  Be  careful  ever  to 
reject  all  fenfelefs  fpecuiation, 
all  difputes  about  genealogy 
and  anccllry,  all  intemperate 
controverfits,  and  furious  con¬ 
tentions  about  the  law  of  Mo¬ 
les— for  fuch  deputations  are 
ufelefs  as  well  as  abfurd. 

10  Do  not  a  (foci  ate,  for 
the  future,  with  a  violent 


m 

party- man,  if  He  continue  ob- 
ftinate  in  his  error  after  your 
firft  and  focond  admonition  of 
him : 

1 1  perfuaded  that  fuch  a 
contumacious  pelfon  hath  re¬ 
jected  all  regard  for  truth, 
and  wilfully  perfifts  in  his 
errors,  notwithllanding  all  the 
itrong  remonftrance  and  cotV; 
demnatlon  of  his  own  con- 

fcience. 

§ — 12  Whew  1  (hall  fetid 
Artemas  or  TychicUs  to  you, 
I  beg  you.  would  haften  to  me 
at  Nicopolis — for  I  have  de¬ 
termined  to  fpeiid  the  winter 
there. 

13  Do  you,  with  the  raoft 
affectionate  care,  conduct  Ze- 
nas  the  intetpreter  of  the  law; 
and  Apollos  on  their  journey; 
and  foe  that  they  want  for 
nothing. 

14  And  let  otir  converts 
learn  to  make  a  charitable 
provifion  again  ft  any  occa¬ 
sions  that  may  require  their 
kind  afiiftance,  and  (how,  by 
fuch  beneficence,  the  efficacy 
of  Chriftlan  principles. 

15  All  the  Chriftians  along 
with  me  defire  their  affectio¬ 
nate  remembrance  of  you — I 
beg  rtiy  remembrance  to  our 

;  Chriitian  friends  —  May  the 
i  divine  favour  ever  attend  you 
all!  Amen. 

O  t  PAUL’S 


to  Titus. 


1  m  r:u  fee  mi  to  be  the  true  reading. 
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PAUL/s  Epiftle  to  Philemon 

1  AULj  a  prifoner  for  *  6  1  have  heard  c  how  em> 

m—J  his  adherence  to  j  nently  your  profeflion  of  ouy 

JL  the  gofpel,  and  I  common  Chriftianity  hath 
Timothy  my  Chriftian  bro-  I  difplayed  icfelf  in  the  public 
ther  to  my  beloved  Phile- 1  dil'chafge  of  every  thing  that 
mon,  my  fellow-labourer  in  I  can  reflect  honour  upon  the 
the  common  caufe  of  Chri- 1  religion  of  Jefus. 
ftianity,  I  7  Your  benevolence,  dear 

2  to  the  beloved  Apphia,  J  brother,  in  having  in fu fed 

to  Archippus  our  faithful  I  into  the  diftrefled  minds  of 
collegue  in  mmifterxal  labours,  1  the  Chriftians  the  foothing 
and  to  the  fociety  of  Chri-  I  balm  of  confolation,  animates 
ftians  which  afiembles  in  yoUr  I  Our  fpifits,  and  fills  us  with 
houfe  :  I  tranfports  of  facred  joy; 

3  We  afFe&ionately  wilh  1  8  In  confequence  of  which 

you  every  favour  and  felicity  I  amiable  charter  it  is,  that 
from  God  our  fupreme  Pa- 1  though  by  that  authority 
rent,  and  from  Jefus  Chrift  I  with  which  Chrift  harh  in- 
our  Lord.  I  veiled  me  I  might  aiTume  the 

4  I  pay  my  fervent  gra-  j  liberty  to  infill  on  your  per- 
titude  to  my  Gody  and  in  aH  I  forming  what  is  proper, 

the  addrefles  I  prefer  to  hea-  I  9  yet  on  account  of  my 
venr  I  never  omit  particularly  I  fifneere  affeftion  for  you,  I 
to  intercede  for  you,'  [  choofe  rather  to  appear  before 

5  fince  I  am  informed  of  1  ybu  as  an  humble  fupplicanc 

your  firm  adherence  to  the  I  ■**  a  fopplicant  in  the  per/bn 
religion  of  our  Lord  Jefus,  I  of  Paul  the  aged,  and  now 
and  of  that  benevolence  and  |  even  a  prifoner  for  my  at- 
love  which  you  cherilh  for  all  I  t^chment  to  the  Chriftian 
the  Chriftians  ;  I  profeffion. 

1  10  The 

c  Otc^c  doth  not  here  fignify  tbat%  or  in  order  thatf  but,  hcw>  in  what 
manner,  quo  faQo*  It  is  in  conJlrufiion  with  hearing  bow,  &c, 

Et t  y&f  XATCLirm  A war  Wfifvr&  ai&ti  O A^am* 

KptT®'  Em tS&ufat,  Sfrffifpta  vtftvn*  j£/djli  Jgamemncn. 

rcr.  1 06.  Ex  edit*  Pauw* 


Paul’s  Ept/lle  tv  Philemon,  197 

10  The  perfon,  for  whoml  who  is  extremely  dear  to  me, 

2  am  foliciting  you,  is  a  fon  |  but  ought  to  '  be  infinitely 
of  mine  whom  i  have  rege-  I  more  to  you,  as  he  is  inti¬ 
nerated  in  my  confinement —  I  mately  connected  with  you, 
it  is  Onefimus ;  I  both  in  your  temporal  and  fpi- 

1 1  who  was  once  yoqr  ufe- 1  ritual  interefb. 

lefs  flave,  but  is  now  extreme- 1  1 7  If  you  therefore  deem 

ly  fenriceable  not  only  to  you,  I  me  a  common  fharer  with 
but  to  myfrif  —  I  have  fent  I  you  in  the  blefiings  of  Chri- 
him  back  to  you  :  j  ftianity,  do  you  give  him  that 

1 2  I  beg  you  would,  there-  j  friendly  reception  you  would 
fore,  receive  him — that  is — ■  I  dp  to  mylelfi 

1  beg  you  would  receive  a  I  ;8  If  he  hath  done  you 
jjerlon,  who  is  the  objeft  of  |  any  injury,  or  owes  you  any 
my  fmcereft  affections.  I  thing,  place  it  to  my  account. 

13  I  Should  have  been  I  19  I  Paul  have  written 

glad  to  have  detained  him  I  this  with  my  own  hand,  and 
with  me,  to  fuppiy  your  place  I  with  my  owq  hand  allure  you 
m  a  Hi  (ting  me  to  promote  the  1 1  will  chearfully  -  rehnburfe 
gofpel  during  my  imprifon- 1  you  —  not  that  I  would  be 
tnenr  ;  I  understood  to  remind  you, 

j  4  but  I  was  not  willing  f  that  it  is  to  me  you  are  in- 
ro  take  this  liberty  without  I  debted  for  your  very  being  as 
your  concurrence,  that  fuch  I  a  Chriftian. 
a  favour  might  not  appear  to  I  20  Yes,  my  dear  brother, 
be  extorted  by  compulfion,  I  let  me  enjoy  Tome  of  the 
but  might  be  your  own  vo-|  happy  fruits  of  your  Chriftian 
luntary  and  generous  aft.  I  proteffion  :  let  the  amiable 

1 5  Perhaps  it  was  for  this  I  fffeCts  of  your  fiocere  attach- 
reafon  that  a  momentary  fepa- 1  ment  to  the  gofpel  foothe  and 
ration  happened  betwixt  you  confole  rhy  bofom. 

and  him,  that  you  might  re-  21  This:  addrefs  to  you 

ceive  him  back  in  the  cha-  flows  from  la  mind  that  is 

*  ,  ♦ 

rafter  of  a  coheir  with  your*  pleafingly  perfuaded  that  you 
fdf  of  immortality ;  will  chearfully  comply  with 

1 6  that  you  might  receive  I  my  requeft  ;  and  that  is  con- 
him,  no  longer  in  the  cha- 1  feious  that  you  will  confer 
rafter  of  a  (lave,  but  under  a  I  greater  favours  than  thefe  I 
more  honourable  denomin a- 1  implore. 

tion  —  in  the  character  of  a  I  22  On  tihe  reception  of 
beloved  Chriftian  brother—  I  this,  provide  a  lodging  for  me, 

O  3.  fpje 


Me  Epijlk 


for  I  flatter  myfelf,  that,  in 
eonfequence  of  your  prayers, 
I  {ball  be  mercifyll y  reftored 
\o  you. 

23  Epaphras  my  fellow* 
prifoner  for  the  gofpel, 

24  Mark,  Ariftarehus, 
Demas,  Luke,  my  fellow* 


labourers  in  the  common 
cai}fe  of  Chriftianity,  defire 
their  affe&ionate  remembrance 
of  you. 

25  May  the  favour  of  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift  attend  you ! 
Amen. 

s  " 

* 

l 


The  Epiftle  to 

* 

CHAP.  I, 

I  Op,  who  in  ancient 

I  w  time  fpolfe  to  our 

anceftors  by  the 
prophets  at  various  times, 
$nd  in  various  manners,  hath 
now  in  d  this  lain  of  his  dif- 

♦  4  V 

penfation*  fpoken  to  us  by 
his  Son, 

%  whom  he  hath  confli¬ 
cted  univerfal  Governor,  ^nd 
by  whom  he  arranged  the*  or¬ 
der  of  his  various  difpen fac¬ 
tions. 

3  This  mofl  illuftrious 
ferJonage,  who  was.  a  radiant 
beam  emitted  from  the  fu- 
preme  g'ory,  the  fair  impref- 
fion  of  the'  eflential  form  of 
the  Divinity,  and  who  is  now 
inverted  with  the  univerfal 
ad minirtration  of  all  things, 
after  he  had  totally  expunged 


the  Hebrews. 

our  crimes,  was  glorioufly 
advanced  to  the  mort  exalted 
dignity  at  the  right  hand  of 
the  eternal  Majerty : 

4  Being  as  much  fuperior 
in  eminence  to  the  Angels, 

as  he  hath  attained  a  far  more 

_ 

elevated  diftin&ion  than 
they. 

£  For  which  of  the  An¬ 
gels  was  ever  addrefled  in 
fuch  language  as  this — “Thou 
arc  my  Son :  this  day  I  have 
begotten  thee.” —  Or  in  this 
manner—  “  f  will  be  to  him 
a  Father,  and  he  Hull  be  to 

me  a  Son.” 

«  . 

6  When  he  alfo  introduces 
again  his  firft-born  Son  into 
the  world,  he  fays — “  Let  all 
the'  Angels  of  God  worfhip 
him.” 

*  9  _  • 

7  But  as  to  Angels,  the 
ftile  of  feripture  is  this  — 

V  Who 

*  • 


4  i>  die  tnie  reading. 


Chap,  j.  to  t be  H eb xews.  199 

“  Who  makes  the  c  winds  |  teration —  but  thoq  ever  con- 
his  angels,  and  flames  of  fire!  tjnueil  immutably  tbs  fame,, 
his  minifters.”  l  and  yhy  exiitence  knows  no 

8  But  concerning  the  Son,  ]. period.” 

this  is  its  language  —  “  The  I  13  But  was  any  of  the  An* 
Supreme  hath  eftablifhed  thy  I  gels  ever  accolbed  in  fuch; 
throne  for  ever  and  ever-  a]  language  as  this— “  Sit  thou 
iceptre  of  re&itude  is  the  I  on  my  right  hand, -’till  l  have 
feeptre  of  thy  kingdom :  j  totally  fubje&ed  all  thy  foes.” 

9  Virtue  hath  been  the  I  .  14  Are  ail  the  angels  any 
nbjeft  of  thy  love,  vice  of  j  thing  more  .  than  officiating, 
thy  utter  deteftation,  in  re- 1  fpirits,  difpatched  to  execute 
ward  of  which  illullrious  con- 1  qommjffions  to  fubferve  the. 
duel,  God,  even  thy  God,  I  beft  interefts  of  thole,  who 
hath  in  veiled  thee  with  a  dig*  1  Hull  Anally  obtain  everlafting, 
nity  and  eminence  fuperior  to  I  ffaJvation  ? 

all  thy  former  aflbeiates.”  I  Chap.  if.  t  If  the  Son  then 

10  And  in  another  place  I  be  lo  exalted  a  perfonage,  if 

its  expreflions  are  thefe—  I  behoves  us  to  pay  a  moft  di* 
“  This  earth,  Q  f  Lord,  lligent  attention  to  the  in- 
thou  didft  originally  fix  upon  rfjtru&ions  he'  hath  delivered 
its  bails,  and  the  heavens  am  I  to  us,  and  to  fuffer  nothing, 
thy  formation  ;  I  to  efface  the  iqiprefison  of 

1 1  Thefe  Ihall  be  con- 1  them  from  opr  minds, 

founded  in  one  general  ruin,  1  2  For  if  that  religious  fy- 

but  thy  exigence  is  ever  du- 1  ftem,  which  was  promul- 
rable  and  permanent :  uni- 1  gated  by  angels,  was  eftablilh- 
verfal  nature  ihall  fade  and  I  pd  on  a  folid}  and  firm  fbun- 
l>erifh  like  a  garment :  relation,  and  every  violation 

1  1  thou  (halt  fold  tljem  J  and  difobedience  of  its  injun- 
all  up  like  a  vellure,  and  they  I  dions  expoied  the  offender  to 
ihall  undergo  a  complete  al- 1  Condign  punjlhment  $. 

O  4  3  how 

e  irwu^ara.  The  Hebrew  word  (TH  snd  •  the  Creek  word  wtvuet 
often  iignify  -Mind.  Fo**  the  former  confult  Dr.  Tajler'i  Hebrew  Concordance, 
The  «k and  bloweth  where  it  lifteth.  Xlnvfco.  c»:i>  3(Mi  «ki>  John  Hi.  8. 
T»  y*i  tfwij ye/cmr  jc  etf  b  to  «tt ajtn*  The  fire  and  the  wind  being 
pent  in  under  the  earth.  Strabo,  p.1258.  To  text  w  tvonrtn  «sn  ret 

The  winds  ceafing.  Idem  p.  274.  Av/ifftin  esnoput,  <r«r  in* 
Id,  p.  447 .  noiv/utT®*  tTrrvfew-  Meeting  a  favourable  wind, 

Poly<rm  Stratagem,  p.623.  Lugd,  1589? 

*  Theie  words  the  Apoftle  accommodates  to  oar  Lord  Jefus  Chril  whom 
theDoity  employed  in  the  formation  of  the  world.  < 


goo  Epijlle  Chap.  ii. 

3  how  Ihall  we  Chriftians  a  nour,  and  haft  conftituted 
efcape  with  impunity,  if  we!  him  univerfal  Governor  over 
treat  with  contempt  fo  illu- 1  ail  thy  works  : 

ftrious  a  revelation  !  which  I  8  Thou  haft  fubjefled  all 
was  firft  communicated  to  I  things  under  his  comrouP’ — 
the  world  by  our  Lord,  and  j  The  fubje&ion  here  ipoken 
hath  been  confirmed  to  our  |  of  is  indefinite  and  unlimited 

■  a 

tiroes  by  thole  who  perfonally  |  —but  at  prefent  we  do  not  as 
heard  his  inftru&ions :  I  yet  lee  univerfal  nature  fub- 

4  God  conjoining  his  fan- 1  jefted  to  his  controul : 

&ion  with  their  teftimbny  by  1  .9  but  we  lee  Jeius,  who 

empowering  them  to  difplay  I  was  for  a  very  Ihort  period 
fupernatural  operations  ana  I  deprefled  to  a  ftation  inferior 
aftoni  filing  prodigies,  and  [to  the  angels,  in  order  that 
endowing  them  with  a  va-  j  he  might,  through  the  be- 
riety  of  miraculous  powers  j-nignity  of  God,  tafte  death 
and  fpiritual  gifts,  which  were  [  for  every  man,  in  reward  of 
refpeftively  diftributed  as !  his  voluntary  fubmiflion  to 

feeiried  belt  to  the  divine  un»  I  death,  crowned  with  the  moll 

■  # 

derftanding,  I  glorious  and  illuftrious  ho- 

§ — 5  The  fovereign  di-  j  hours, 
reftion  of  the  gofpei-difpen- 1  10  For  it  was  congruous 

fation,  of  which  we  are  now  I  and  right  for  the  Deity,  for 
difeourfing,  the  Deity  did  not  j  whole  'glory  all  things  were, 
alfign  to  angels.  [created,  and  by  whole  energy 

6  Concerning  this  the  fol-  [  all  things  exift,  in  the  execu- 

lowing  words  of  the  Pfalmift  |  tion  of  his  grand  defign  to 
may  be  fitly  applied — *‘What  |  conduct  an  immenfe  number 
is  man  that  thou  art  mindful  I  of  his  Tons  to  immortality, 
of  him  :  or  the  fon  of  man,  j  to  carry  the  original  publilher 
that  thou  vifiteft  him !  [of  their  falvation  to  the  high* 

7  For  a  *  little  time  thou  [  eft  fummit  of  perfection  by 
haft  degraded  him  below  the  [  means  of  a  feries  of  forrows 
angels,  yet  thou  haft  crown- 1  and  fufferings. 

gd  him  with  glory  and  ho-  *  1 1  For  both  he,  who  coq- 

lecrated 

*  B ft,yu  ti.  for  a  link  •whilt,  vjz,  during  h<s  abode  on  earth.  F.ytxxcar 
9P&  T&i/rx  C$a %u  ti-  1  bey  laughed  at  this  for  a  little  time.  Heliodari 
jEt&itfr’ta,  p.  71.  iidit.  ComrntUn.  1596.  tut  MawAwtr,  car 

Cf*x.v  twee  0  CxctKtui  eatetxt  tt/uomefy-  They  would  make  an  in- 
cordon  into  Macedonia  if  the  king  fhould  ‘be  abfent  ever  fo  little  a  time 
froth  his  own  dominions.  Polybius,  p.  612.  Edit.  Hanov.  1619.  They  rut 
the  apolUcs  forth  a  little  face*  ft*  v*  34* 
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Chap.  u.  to  the  Hebrews. 


fecmted  them  to  virtue,  and 
thofe  who  are  confecrated, 
arc  all  equally  the  offspring 
of  a»egreac  parent — for  which 
reafon  he  is  not  a  foamed  to 
call  them  brethren , 

12  faying  —  k‘  I  will  de¬ 
clare  thy  name  among  my 

brethren  :  in  the  midtt  of  the 

▼ 

aflembly  I  will  celebrate  thy 
praife.'* 

13  And  in  another  place— 
“  In  him  I  will  repofe  my 
confidence”  —  and  again  — 
“  Behold  I  and  the  children , 
whom  God  hath  given  me!” 

14  Since  therefore  the  Tons 
of  God  arc  compounded  of 
flefh  and  blood,  he  alfo,  in 
like  manner,  afibmed  huma¬ 
nity  —  in  order  that  by  bis 
fubmiffion  to  death  he  might 
totally  crufo  and  annihilate 
the  empire  of  that  being,  who 
held  the  lovereign  dominion 
of  death,  that  is,  the  devil  j 

15  and  might  vindicate 
thofe  into  freedom  and  hap* 
pinefs  whom  the  dread  .  of 
death  haunted,  through  the 
whole  of’  life,  with  flavifo 
terrors. 

16  For  his  million  was  not 
calculated  to  h  aflift  angels. 


I  but  to  adminifter  help  to  the 
defcendents  of  Abraham. 

1 7  In  confequence  of  which 
it  was  incumbent  upon  him 
to  become,  in  every  relpeft, 

fimilar  to  his  brethren  —  in 
order  to  qualify  himfelf  for 
officiating  as  a  compaffionate 
and  faithful  High-prieft  in  his 
tranfaftions  with  God  for  us, 
to  expunge  all  the  pad  fins 
.of  thofe  who  embrace  his 
I  gofpel : 

18  for  as  he  himfelf  con¬ 
flicted  with  a  feries  of  trials 
and  fufferjngs,  he  is  fitly  qua- 
lifted  for  adminiftering  affift- 
•  ance  to  thofe  who  are  invol- 
I  ved  in  diftflefs. 


CHAP.  III. 

1  TT  is,  therefore,  your 
X  duty,  O  holy  brethren, 
partakers  of  the  common 
bleffings  of  this  heavenly  vo¬ 
cation,  to  contemplate  Chrifl: 
Jefus  the  Deity's  delegated 
meflenger,and  theHigh-prieft 
of  our  profeffion : 

2  who  was  faithful  to  him 

|  * 

who  invefted  him  with  this 
office,  as  Mofcs  was  faithful 

at 


*  Ezro<xfi£>*nT<ti  ■>  This  verb  fignifies  to  catch  bold,  to  ftizt.  Ova 
evu  t7r?AxfriTo#  Having  nothing  on  Which  he  could  /a/letu  Xenophon.  Mr* 
jfwrabilia 9  p.  x6.  Oxon.  1741*  EvMpfbt,HTOU  jcfctp^ticv*  He  faxes  the 
virgin.  Dion.  HaVtcar.  p,  676.  Hud/on.  .See  atfo  p.  691 ,  irixst- 

Seizing  his  fword.  PoJyetni  Stratagem,  p.  I92.  ppenw&w  itxW 
£Ti\±ju^<tT^^xi  tv  He  ordered  every  man  to  lay  bold  of  his  neigh- 

boar.  Idem  p .  2tS,  Edit.  Cafauhon.  Lugd.  1589.  £|  <jys  nine fas  mxttfov* 
Arriani  Epictetus,  p.  57 1#  Upton. 


202  Tbe  Epijlle  Chap,  iii, 

at  the  head  of  that  comma- 1  wilfully  difobeyed  God  in  the 
nity  which  he  governed.  I  wildernefs  * 

3  For  Jefus  is  defervedly  I  9  even  after  all  the  ftrong 

entitled  to  honours  as  much  I  and  ftriking  evidences  of  my 
fuperior  to  Mofes,  as  the  I  almighty  power,  which  your 
mind,  which  planned  and  |  forefathers  bad  feen  exhibited 
con  ft  runted  a  magnificent  fa- 1  during  a  period  of  forty  years : 
brie,  merits  higher  regard  I  10  The  incorrigible  per- 
than  the  edifice  itfelf.  I  Wfenefs,  therefore,  of  that 

4  For  every  fociety  is  com- 1  generation  filled  me  with  the 

bined  and  regulated  by  fome  j  acuteft  anguifh,  and  forced 
one  perfon  :  but  he  who  col- 1  me  to  utter  thefe  words— 
le&cd  into  one  fyftem,  and  I  Their  hearts  are  perpetually 
fuperimends  all  things,  is  the  |  full  of  ftubborn  rebellion  a- 
Deity.  I  gain  ft  me,  and  they  wilfully 

5  Mofes  was  faithful  at  I  defert  thofe  paths  in  which  1 
the  head  of  that  family  he  j  would  condud  them. 

di reded,  as  a  fervant — foasj  11  I  therefore  fwore,  in 
to  make  explicit  mention  of!  my  indignation,  that  they 
thofe  1  dodrines,  that  would  [  fhould  never  enter  into  that 
in  future  time  be  publifhed :  I  happy  region  of  tranquility 

6  But  Chrift  aded  as  a  I  and  repofe  which  1  had  mark¬ 
ka*  at  the  head  of  that  fo-  ed  out  for  them.” 

ciety  over  which  he  prefided  12  Be  cautious,  therefore, 
—  Whofe  diftinguilhed  fo-  my  Chriftian  brethren,  left 
ciety  we  are,  provided  we  there  be  in  any  one  of  you  a 
retain  that  complete  liberty,  bad  heart,  full  of  obftinate 
and  that  joyful  hope  of  im-  disbelief,  deliberately  rdolved 
mortality,  in  which  we  now  1  to  reject  all  the  admonitions 
exult,  fteady  and  ynlhaken  j  of  the  living  God. 
to  the  end  of  life.  I  13  But  ceafe  not  every 

y  Wherefore  let  me  exhort  I  day,  as  conftantly  as  one  day 
you  in  the  words  of  the  in- 1  fuccdfively  revolves  after  an- 
fpired  Pfalmift  —  **  To  day  I  other,  to  animate  each  other 
fince  yon  have  heard  his  voice,  I  to  obedience  and  virtue,  left 

8  let  not  your  hearts  be  fo  ]  any  of  you,  through  the  delu- 
callous  and  infenfible  as  they  j  five  blancfifhments  of  vice, 
were  in  that  day,  when  you  |  fhould  contract  a  total  infcn- 

fibility 

1  The  Lord  thy  God  will  raiie  up  unto  thee  a  Prophet  from  the  cnidft 
of  thee,  of  thy  brethren,  like  unto  me:  tutte  him  Jball jt  kturktn,  D cut  arm. 
chap,  xviii.  15. 
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iibility  of  his  obligations  to  |  corrigible  finners,  whofe  dead 

holinefs.  I  bodies  were  promifeuoufly 

14  For  we  become  lharers  I  fcattered  in  the  wildemeJs  ? 

in  the  benefits  of  Chriftianity  I  j  8  And  who  were,  the  per- 
only  on  condition  we  inflexi- 1  ions,  whom  he  fwore  /hould 
bly  adhere,  through  the  whole  |  never  enter  into  .the  happy 
of  life,  to  its  joyful  afiu- 1  country  of  tranquillity  and 
ranees.  ]  peace  ? — Were  they  not  tho& 

1 5  Refolve,  therefore,  to  I  who  refilled  to  obey  him  ? 
comply  immediately  with  it,  I  19  We  fee  then  that  it 
even  this  moment,  while  1 1  was  folely  their  flagrant  in- 
am  repeating  this  fentence—  I  credulity  and.  difobediencs 
“  l'o  day  fince  you  have  I  that  prevented  their  entrance 
heard  his  voice  let  not  your  I  into  the  place  marked  out  for 
hearts  be  unfufceptible  of  all  I  their  felicity. 

lerious  im predion s,  as  they!  Chap.  »v.  1  Taught  by 
were  in  the  day  of  your  for-  I  their  example,  let  us  Chrw 
mer  provocation/'  I  ftians  eyer  entertain  a  cau- 

16  For  fome  of  the  Ifrael-  J  tious  apprehenlkm,  left  any 
ites,  even  while  they  were  I  of  us  voluntarily  forfeit  that 
hearing  the  report  of  that  I  ftate  of  reft,  into  which  we 
deftined  (and  of  their  tran- 1  have  his  idle mn  promife  that 
quillity,  exafperated  the  Al-Iwe  (hall  be  finally  introdur 
mighty  by  their  rebellious  l  ced. 

murmurs— not,  however,  the  I  2  For  tq  us  Cbr'tjiians  have 
whole  collective  body,  which  1  the  k  joyful  tidings  of  an 
Mofes  conducted  out  of  E- 1  happy  reft  been  announced 
gypt.  I  juft  as  they  were  to.  the  Jews 

17  But  who  were  they  that  I  — bqt  the  publication  of  this 
continued  the  obje<5ts  of  di-  I  promile  was  of  no  advantage 
vine  difpleafure  during  the  I  to  them  —  for  thole,  who 
period  of  forty  years  ?— Were]  heard  it,  were  hoc  dilpofed 
it  not  thole  ftubbom  and  in- 1  to  credit  it, 

f  3  Let 

k  Etfw  xdJb&mf  3u warm*  The  good  ntvjs  of  a  future  reft 

hath  been  delivered  low  as  it  was  to  them,  EvxfytKfa  fignifies  to  publifi. 
good  news,  to  proclaim  joyful  tidings.  EJdycrrs  toy  Meteor,  tvirtyvobpivat, 
ro  01 pnr%Y  to™  They efn|>raced  Marias,  telling  him  the  happy. 

that  he  was  created,  a  fifth  tirpe,  coufuj,  Plnlerth.  Marius,  p  764. 

Edit  Gr,  IL  Stephani ♦  Euafy  tufa  pint  c *v«i  Tot  ww/ccr.  Publijhing 
the  glad  tidings  y  that  the  war  was  ended.  Idem  p.  1195.  £t suaf yw- 
ywanc*'  Bringing  gotdn*w  t6  barren  Woman.  Um.  Auxan. 
p.  Edit.  Paris .  1639. 
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3  Let l-  us,  therefore,  who  .  the  Ifraelites  into  the  pof- 
are  the  believers  of  the  gof- 1  feflion  of  this  reft  of  God,  the 
pel  fecure  an  entrance  into  |  fcripture  would  never  hav^ 
this  reft,  of  which  God  hath  I  lpoken  of  it  as  ftill  future : 
made  mention  in  this  paflage  I  9  Confequently,  therefore, 
—I  fwore  in  my  indignation,  I  there  remaineth  :  a  glorious 
that  they  fhould  not  enter  I  fab  bath  of  felicity  and  reft  for 
into  my  reft  —  it  is,  indeed,  I  the  people  of  God  ! 

into  that  reft,  in  which '  God  |  10.  Our  a&ivicy  to  fecure 

himfelf  repofed  after  his  cef- 1  this  final  reft  muft  never  be 
fation  from  the  work  of  crea- 1  remitted —for  he  only,  who  is 
tion  :  I  in  the  aftual  pofleffion  of  it, 

4  for  the  fcripture  fpeaks  I  is  ble  fifed  with  that  ceft'atmi 

of  the  feventh  day  in  this  I  from  his  labours ,  which  God 
manner — “  God  refted  on  the  I  enjoyed  after  the  creation, 
feventh  day  from  all  his  I  1  r  Let  us,  therefore,  exert 
works.**  I  all  our  diligence  to  fecure  an 

5  In  the  paflage,  alfo,  juft  I  admifiion  into  this  ftatc  of 

cited,  this  reft  is  exprefsly  I  perfe£l  reft  and  tranquillity, 
mentioned — “  They  fliall  not  I  left  any  of  us  fhould  finally 
enter  into  my  reft  ”  I  be  excluded  from  it  by  copy- 

6  Confequently,  therefore,  |  ing  after  their  wilful  incre- 
fome  muft  enjoy  this  happy  |  dulity. 

reft,  fince  thofe,  to  whom  the  I  12  For  m  the  divine  under- 
joyful  promife  of  it  was  for- 1  ftandmg  is  infinitely  active 
merly  announced,  were  pre- 1  and  energetic,  fharper  than 
duded  from  it  by  their  dif-  I  any  two-edged  fword,  it  pe- 
obedience.  I  netrates  to  the  very  bounds 

7  Long  after  this  alfo,  in  |  which  feparate  the  animal  and 
David's  time,  after  fuch  a  I  rational  foul,  it  pervades  even 
feries  of  years  had  intervened,  I  the  intimate  efience  of  the 
he  afeertains  the  time  with  I  human  frame,  and  has  the 
accuracy  and  precifion,  folely  I  moft  accurate  perception  of 
confining  it  to  the  limits  of  I  every  intention  and  thought 
the  prefent  day,  faying — “  To  I  that  pafles  in  our  heart. 

day,  fince  you  have  heard  his  I  13  There  is  not  a  Angle 
voice,  fteel  not  your  hearts  I  creature  fcrecned  from  his 
againft  all  impreflions.**  I  infpe&ion,  for  the  whole  uni- 

8  Now  if  Jofhua  had  put 1  verfe  of  being  Hands  naked 

and 

1  Etrtfxttft&di  >8  the  reading  of  the  Alexandrian  MSS. 

“  .V/-&*  rau  Qfcv,  die  divine  re  a/on,  or,  undtrjfanding. 


Chap.  to  the  Hebrews. 

and  n  difclofed  before  the  eye  j  2  one,  who  can  getfe- 
of  that  Being,  to  whom  we |  roufly  commiferatc  the  mfir- 
muft  give  an  account.  j  mities  of  the  ignorant  and  of 

§ — 14  Having,  there- J  the  erroneous,  from  a  con- 
fore,  a  great  High-prieft  who  I  fcioufnds  that  he  himfeif  is 
hath  palTed  through  the  hea- 1  furrounded  with  human  frail- 
vens  to  the  higheft  fummit  I  ties  and  imperfections. 

of  dignity  and  happinefs,  Je- 1  3  And  on  accoanc  of  bis 

fus  the  Son  of  God,  let  usjweaknefies  in  common  with 
inviolably  adhere  to  our  Chri-1  others,  he  is  obliged  to  ofler 
Ilian  profcffioo,  jfacrifice  for  bis  own  fins, 

15  For  we  have  not  anl  equally  as  for  thofe  of  the 

High-prieft,  who  will,  not  I  people, 
compafiionately  fympathize  l  4  Nor  is  it  any  perfon,  who 
with  our  frailties  and  infir-  afliimes  this  illuftrious  ho- 
mities  — «  but  one,  who  con-  nour  to  hitnfttf — it  is  ke  ent- 
flifted  with  the  fame  trials  ly,  who  is  appointed  to  it  by 
and  fufFe rings,  in  every  re-  God  himfeif  in  the  fame  man* 
fpeCfc  that  we  do,  and  was  ner  as  Aaron  was,  by  divine 
perfectly  free  from  fin.  diefignation,  inverted  with 

1 6  Let  us  therefore  ap-  this  office. 

proach,  with  liberal  confi-  5  So  alfb  Chrift  did  not 
dence,  the  throne  of  the  di-  vainly  arrogate  to  himfeif  the 
vine  benignity,  that  we  may  office  of  high-prieft,  but  with 
obtain  mercy,  and  find  fa-  this  dignity  he  was  verted 
vour,  which  may  yield  us  a  by  that  Being  who  faid  con- 
feafonable  ailiftance  in  our  cerning  hirri,  “  Thou  art  my 
exigencies.  Son  :  this  day  I  have  begot- 

Chap.v.  1  For  every  high-  ten  thee/* 
prieft  feleCled  from  among!  6  As  alio  in  another  part 
men  is,  in  behalf  of  men,  j  of  feripturd  he  faith,  w  Thou 
conftituted  an  agent  in  lb- 1  art  a  prieft  for  ever  after  the 
lemn  tranfaClions  with  God, j  order  pf  Melclnzedec. 
to  offer  oblations  and  facri-|  7  This  illuftrious  Perfbn, 
fices  for  fins :  j  during  the  ftate  of  his  incar- 

!  nation. 


.  "  r*Tf<txWk,(Vrtrt'  This  “  *  word  of  very  infreduent  occurrence.  The 
learned  Mr.  Pearce  and  Dr.  Sjtes  have  juftljr  explained  it,  but  produced 
no  padage  in  any  other  writer  where  it  occurs.  A  few  years  ago  1  found  it 

in  Diogenes  Laertius  :  I Sue  G\vf*ermunp  tt{  irxiga*  zrwaorteoi)  arm 
ISt,  i tpn,  xgKit  txgtiftemWy  u{  mo  tv  rv%cvrof  wgaarus  TfiapQi}*i£trai, 

Dhg.  Laertius,  tom,  t.  p.  344  Edit,  Meibom ,  Amjltt,  1692. 
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*<5 6  j The  Bpiflte  Chap*  v. 

uadon,  preferred  the  modi  time  that  hath  elapfed  fince 
importunate.  .  requefts  and  I  .your  firft  reception  of  Chri- 
fupplications,  with  piercing]  ftianity,  you  ought  rtow  to 
.cries  and  tears,  to  that  Be-1  have  been  inftruftors  of  o- 
ing,  who  was  able  to  extri- 1  there  j  whereas  you  yourfelvcs 
cate  him  from  death  —  and  J -have  occafion  to  be  taught 
his  petition  was  granted  on  I  the  very  firft  elements  of  thofe 
•account  of  his  0  pious  fub-  J  oracles,  and  yoar  moral  con- 
miflion.  I  ftitutions  fiili  require  the  nu- 

$  Notwithftandlng  his  en- 1  triment  of  milk,  rather  than 
dearing  char  after  as  a  Son,!  more  folid  and  fubftantial 
he  learned  from  that  feries  1  food : 
of  forrowshe  fupported,  thel  13  for  every  one,  who  is 
duty  of  resignation  to  God.  I  not  advanced  beyond  the  Jirfi 
9  And  having  by  this  j  principles  of  Chriftianity,  is 
chcarlui  compliance  with  the  1  dill  a  dranger  to  the  fublime 
divine  will  attained  conform  j  difeoveries  of  tlut  fydem  of 
mate  perfeftion,  he  was  con*  J  holinefs,  and  is  really  but  in 
diluted  she  author  and  donor  1  the  infancy  of  his  knowledge 
of  immortality  to  thofe  who! of  the.goipcl 
obey  him :  I  14  but  folid  food  is  the 

1  a  having  been  honoured  j  proper  diet  of  thofe  who  have 
by  the  Deity  with  the  appel- 1  attained  the  full  maturity  of 
lation  of  an  high-pried  after  I  manhood,  and  by  dint  of 
tne  order  of  Mekhizedec*  I  moral  habit  and  exercife  have 
§ — 1 1  Coscmnino  whom  I  their  intelleftual  faculties  im- 
I  mud  expatiate  more  at! proved  and  cultivated  to 
large,  as  it  is  difficult  to  give  j  mark,  with  accurate  preci- 
you  a  clear  and  didinft  know- j  fton,  the  exaft  boundaries  of 
ledge  of  this  fubjeft,  merely  I  good  and  evil, 
becaufo  of  your  fupine  negli-  ]  Chap.  vi.  1  r  Leaving,' 
gence  and  inaftivity :  I  therefore,  the  firft  elements 

1  a  for,  confide  ring  the  *  of  Chriftianity  behind  us,  let 

us 


0  Am  rut  «*X*Prt*r»  on  dcccurt  of. his  pjetjf  reverence  ef  C,*d.  Tu*  mf* 
Vs  6*mv  wMtfMT  it ixxtvtteas-  He  derided  all  revenue  to  the  Deity. 
Plutarch.  Niana,  p.137.  Edit.  Gt.'Sitfb.  &is  rue  ?o  Otter  tvMtfbadt . 
On  account  of  h»  reverent*  far  the  Deity.  Died.  Sieuluti  tom.  1.  p.  5 5  r . 
Edit.  Wtjjel'mg.  Amjitl.  1746. 

P  Are  rto  ter  ffiV  Xprto  Xtyoif  eri  r w>  r ■eXiierr.rei 

tyieuptOff,  This  is  a  beauthol  allufion  to  a  retti  fimilar  to  that  pailage 
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rwards  towards  |  totally  abandoned  Chriftia- 
perfeftion  —  not  fixing  a  fe-  |  nity,  it  is  the  higheft  moral 


cond  time  the  foundation  of 
fuch  primary  articles  as  the 
reformation  of  deftrufttve 
habits,  the  belief  of  one  fu- 
preme  God, 

2  the  doftrine  of  bapctfms, 
the  impolition  of  hands,  the 
refurreftion  of  the  dead,  and 
the  final  decifionsof  the  fu¬ 
ture  judgment : 

3  s  Let  us,  if  God  be  gra- 
cioufly  pleafed  to  prolong  our 
lives,  effe&ually  carry  this 
into  execution. 

4  It  is  morally  itnpofllbli 

that  thole,  whole  minds  have 

*  T 

been  once  illuminated  with 
the  beams  of  Chriftianity, 
who  have  experienced  a  ftrong 
and  vigorous  prelibation  of 
that  celeftial  bleficdnefs  it 
bellows,  who  have  partici¬ 
pated  of  thofe  miraculous 
gifts,  which  the  holy  Spirit 
imparts, 

5  who  have  experimen¬ 
tally  felt  the  Ibothing  conlo- 
lations  of  the  good  word  of 
God,  and  feen  all  thofe  afto- 
nilhing  operations  exhibited, 
which  were  to  be  performed 
under  the  gofpei-difpenfa- 
tion ; 

6  when  fuch  as  theie  have 


recover  them 
to  fincere  penitence  and  re¬ 
novation  of  life  — becaufe, 
they  aft  over  again  the  cru¬ 
cifixion  of  the  Son  of  God, 
and  oublickly  expofe  him  a 
fecond  time  to  infamy  and 
contempt. 

7  r  For  that  genctous  fori, 

which  imbibes  the  refrefhmg 
Ihowers  which  repeatedly  di- 
ftil  upon  it,-  and  produceth  a 
rich  herbage  adequate  to  the 
higheft  expectations  of.  thofe, 
for  whom  it  is  cultivated, 
partakes  of  the  bleifing  of 
God : 

8  But  that  foil,  which  only 
beareth  thorns  and  thiftles. 

h  & 

the  hufbantiman  re}  efts  as 
abfolutely  worthlefs,  is  dif- 
poled  almoft  to  pour  his  exe¬ 
crations  upon  it,  and  its  final 
doom  is  to  be  burned. 

9  But  though  we  Ipeak  in 
thefe  terms,  we  are  pleafinely 
perfuaded  that  you,  dear  fel- 

low-Chriftians,  are  in  a  for 

■ 

happier  ftate — in  fuch  a  ftate, 
as  will  conduft  you  to  ever- 
lafting  falvation. 

10  For  God  is  infinitely 
juft  and  good,  and  will  not 
forget  your  fervices,  and  that 


generous 


in  the  Pbiliipuvu :  Forgetting  the  thin; 
foith  unto  thofe  things  which  arc  before. 
:it.  13,  14. 

1  ihiHtct/sa*  h  the  true  reading. 
r  By  the  toad  foil  the  Apoftle  means 


2o8 
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Chap.  v/. 


generous  beneficence  which 
you  have  publickly  expreffed 
in  diligently  fupporting  the 

interefts  of  his  religion,  by 
your  paft  and  prcfenr  charit¬ 
able  contributions  to  the  ne- 
ceffitous  Chriftians. . 

1 1  And  we  importunately 
defire  and  implore  every  one 
of  you  that  you  would  exert 
the  fame  affiduity  throughout 
the  whole  of  life,  in  the  un¬ 
wearied  purfuit  of  that  im¬ 
mortality,  of  which  you  have 
the  ftrongeft  affurances ; 

i  as  that  you  contract  not 
a  *  fupine  rcmiffnds  and  in 
activity,  but  may  be  the  vir¬ 
tuous  rivals  of  thole,  who  by 
faith  and  conftancy  are  now 
in  the  full  poffefliort  of  the 
promt/ott*  felicities; 

13  For  when  the  Deity 
promfed  to  Abraham  the  fe¬ 
licities  we  ,ndw  enjoy,  as  there 
was  no  being  fupcriof  to  him- 
Xelfv  by  whom  he  could  fwear, 
he  ratified  it  by  a  folemn 
oath,  in  which  he  pledged 

bis  own  veracity : 

14  faying  —  M  I  will  molt 
certainly  Ihower  down  upon 


thee  the  greattft  blefiings, 
and  infinitely  multiply  thy 
delcendents.” 

1 5  Accordingly  Abraham, 
after  Johg  and  patient  expec¬ 
tation,  obtained  this  diltin- 
guilhed  promife  u . 

16  1c  is  ufual  with  men  to 
inforce  the  obligation  of  their 
oaths  by  appealing  to  an  au¬ 
thority  fuperior  to  their  own — 
and  a  folemn  oath,  which 
impales  performance  upon 
him  who  takes  it,  terminates 
with  them  every  controversy : 

17  God,  therefore,  being 
willing,  id  the  ftrongeft  light, 
to  difpiay  before  the  heirs  of 
this  promife  the  immutability 
of  his  defign  to  accomplilh 
it,  interpofed  with  an  oath  : 

1 8  in  order  that  our  con¬ 
fidence  fecurely  repofing  both 
ona  divine  promife,  and  oft  a 
divine  oath-—  two  immutable 
folemn  affurances,  which  it 
is  impoffible  God  ihould  ever 
violate  and  falfify — we  might 
cheriih  the  moft  ftrong  and 
animating  confolarions,  who 
haye  fled  to  the  afylum  of 
Ghriftianity  to  feize  the  blef- 

fed 


■  • 

•  Nftdpoi,'  Ttaifs,  torpiir  ia&lent.  .N teSf&  vr  arXMfiei*  i ,  Cftti vs .  H* 

was  dull  and  flow  of  appxijhenfiori.  Plutarch,  Cato  Jun.  p.  1393.  Gr. 
8vo.  Strph.  fin  it -1  cut  tmwths-  fartfrm  hft  meawfts.  Polybius, 

lib.  ir.  277.  Edit.  Hauov. 

H  6 «T*f,  n  ^  OWkW  KodgW  itjtOtf, 

Offian,  Pife .  lib.  iii.  V.  1 4O. 

* 

t  Not  the  fdUitia  of  a  futon  Hate,  but  the  ft&titUt  of  the  golpcl-dif- 
fesfttion. 

*  Pofterity  is  Jfaat, 


Chap.  vii.  to  the  H  a  B  R  B  w  &.  %op 

fed  hope  of  immortality,  |  his  pedigree,  are  no  where 
which  we  have  in  profpe& :  I  mentioned  —  the  time  of  his 

19  On  which  tranfporting  I  birch,  and  of  his  deceafe,  is 
hope,  which  has  for  its  object  I  not  recorded  —  a  character 
the  glory  that  is  within  the  I  this,  extremely  fimilar  to  the 
heavenly  vail,  our  fouls  re- 1  Son  of  God,  as  he  was  in- 
pofc  in  fecurity,  as  on  a  firm  I  yelled  with  a  prieftbood  liable 

and  immoveable  anchor.  I  to  no  fucceilion . 

^  ♦  _  _  * 

20  Into  this  happy  abode  I  4  Confider  how  great  and 
Jcfits  is  now  entered,  as  our  I  illuftrious  a  perfonage  this 

forerunner,  to  prepare  for  I  was  to  whom  even  Abraham 
our  reception  —  being  con- 1  the  patriarch  gave  the  tenth 
ftituted  an  high-prieit  for  I  of  his  *  fpofls  ! 
ever  after  the  order  of  Mel- 1  5  They  indeed,  who  derive 

chifedec.  I  their  prieftbood  in  regular 

Chap.  vii.  1  This  Mel- 1  fuccefiion  from  Aaron’s  Ions, 
chifedec,  who  was  "king  of  I  have  an-  explicit  command 
Salem,  and  pried  of  the  one  I  from  God  in  the  law  to  take 
lupreme  God,  met  Abraham  I  tithes  of  thei  laity— that  is— 
on  his  return  from  the  flaugh- 1  to  take  tithes  of  their  own 

c?  •  ■  «i  , 

ter  of  the  kings,  and  blelfed  I  brethren  —  .fince  the  laity, 
him.  I  equally .  with  themfelves,  are 

2  To  him  Abraham  di- 1  the  dependents  from  Abra- 
(Iributed  the  tenths  of  all  the  I  ham  their  common  progenitor, 
fpoils  he  had  taken  —  It  is  I  6  But  this  mod  difliri- 
firft  of  all  obfervable  that  his  1  guiihed  perfon,  whole  gene- 
name  tranflated  fignifies,  King  I  alogy  was  not  levitical,  re- 
cf  right  eoufnefs — and  farther,  1  ceived  tithes  from  Abraham 
that  he  was  king  of  Salem —  I  — and  blefled  him,  to  whom 
a  word,  which  fignifies  peace.  ]  the  divine  promiles  were 

3  His  father,  his  mother,  *  made  : 

Vol.  II.  P  7  Moft 

*  An  aliufmn  to  a  perfbp  who*  is  difpatched  btfl>rty  to  prepare  accom¬ 
modations  for  the  reception  of  the  company, 

*  A#f This  word  fometimes  occurs  in  the  Greek  Gaffics.  Aye* 

i'B  xno  TW  xj roixuv  xxtx  tw  p&X** 

Dion.  Halhar.  tojn-  i-  p-  98.  Hadfon ,  Tavrnv  pa  aw-JijTflrt  ttf 

xxrx  r act  axoo&tyiw  r«  QiCfl  Died.  Siculus,  p.  269,  Edit,  RhoJom; 

Tx  cucj>Q§nix  rfcu tol  t*k  oixiotif  TJgwntAduriv.  Tdtm  p«jo6.  Axgo&frf* 
tok  0Mif  99  t tptm  txtXswnv  Xtxopbontis  Cyrop*  p*  410.  Edit* 

PInehinfsn.  8vo.  Awc^mov  wxuf  xofxidfpxi*  P/Uttrcb.  Martu*>  p.  76$ - 

Edit,  Gr.  8vo, 


2i fit  Epiftk  Chap.  vii. 

7  Moft  undoubtedly  the  J  one  ever  gave  attendance  at 
inferior  is  blefied  by  his  fu~  I  the  alrar : 

ferior .  I:  14  for  it  is  evident  that 

8  Peftdes,  under  the  law,  I  our  Lord  derived  his  fuc- 
an  order  of  men,  who  fuc-Jceflion  from  Juda —  which 
cdii/ely  die,  receive  tithes :  I  tribe,  according  to  the  mo- 
but  in  -this  inftance,  a  perfon  faic  coriftitunon,  was  not  to 
receiveth  tithes,  whom  the  have  any  inteieft  at  all  in  the 
rcripture  aflerts  to  live  for  prkfthood. 

ever.  1 5  And  it  is  ftill  infinitely 

9  And  indeed  Levi,  who  more  evident  that  the  law 
1  taketh  tithes  of  others,  if  I  muft  be  transferred,  if  there 

may  be  allowed  the  expref-  actually  arifeth  another  prieft 
fion,  paid  tithes  himfelf  by  perfectly  fimilar  to  Melchi- 
Abraham  as  his  proxy :  ledcc, 

10  for  though  unborn,  16  one,  who  is  inverted 

■fallen  Mekhifedec  met  Abra-  with  this  dignity,  not  by  the 
ham,  yet  he  may  be  eonfider-  eftablifhment  of  a  mottai  and 
ed  as  paying  them*  when  his  llbort-hved  fucceffion :  but  by 
father  paid  them.  Ian  inftitution,  which  is  never 

1 1  If,  therefore,  man's  ul-  J  to  be  interrupted  and  diflol- 
lirtiattf  perfection  faere  to  be  |  ved ; 

attained  by  mearife  of  the  I  17  for  thefe  are  the  ex- 
kvitieal  priejthccd  (for  under  I  prefs  words  cf  feripture— 
tftatinftittrtioh  the  lafa  of  I-**  Thou  art  a  prieft  for  ever 
Mofcs  was  promulgated)  what  I  after  the  order  of  Melehi- 
fartber  necefiiry  would  there  l.fedee.” 

Hill  be  for  atetber  prieft  to  I  r8  For  the  preceding  dif- 
anfe  after,  the  order  of  Mel- 1  penfation  is  indeed  abrogated 
chiftdec  —  and  one,  whofe  I  oh  account  of  its  inefficiency 
title  and  office  were  not  to  be  I  ahd  its  inutility, 
derived  from  the  Aaronicai  J  1 9  For  the  mofaic  inftitu- 

eftablifhmeut  ?  Ition  earned  nothing  to  its 

1 2  For  the  order  of  the  j  ultimate  perfection  —  this  is 
priefthood  being  transferred,  I  folely  effected  by  the  incro- 
there  muft  neceffaJily  enfue  Idu&ion  of  that  better  difpen- 
a  trartflatioif  of  the  law*  I  fatioii,  which  hath  publifhed 

1 3  For  the  peribn,  of  whom  I  the  doCtrine  of  immortality— 
I  arh  fpeaking,  did  ■  not  be- 1  by  means .  of  whic  h  we  are 
forlgto  the  tribe  of  Levi,  but!  permitted  free  acceis  to  the 

akether  tribe,  of  which  noIBcityv 

20  And 
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20  And  in  as  much  as  he 
received  not  his  invdltcure 
into  this  office  without  a  fo 
lemn  oath?  by  which  it  was 
for  ever  ratified  to  him, 

21  (for  the  prices  under 
the  lew  are  introduced  into  the 
facerdotal  function  without 
this  awful  rite-— but  this  moft 
eminent  perfonage  was  ufiaer- 
ed  into  it  and  eftablffhed  in 
it  by  a  moft  fotemn  adjura¬ 
tion  of  the  Almighty,  who 
pronounced  theft  words — 
“  The  Supreme  hath  iworn, 
and  will  not  retract,  thou  art 
a  prieft  for  ever  after  the  or¬ 
der  of  Mvhhifedcc.) 

22  from  this  loletnnity  it 
is  apparent,  that  Jcfus  b  con¬ 
firmed  to  introduce  and  efta- 
biifn  a  covenant  of  fuperior 
excellence  and  worth  to  the 
Mofaic. 

2 ^  Farther,  under  the  le¬ 
gal  (economy  there  were  great 
txunbers  of  priefts,  fucceed- 
ing  each  other  in  perpetual 
rotation,  becaufc  death  pre¬ 
vented  any  Ions  continuance 

/  o 

m  their  office : 

24  but  this  pcifon,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  perpetuity  of 
His  exiuc'ice,  hath  an  un¬ 
transferable  prielthood. 

25  For  which  reafon  he  is 
guahded  to  grant  a  complete 
falvation  to  thofe,  who  by 
means  of  his  religion  are  in¬ 
troduced  into  the  knowledge 
of  the  one  true  God — fince 


he  ever  liveth  to  interpofe  for 
ciieir  welfare  and  happinds, 
26  For  fuch  an  high-prieft 
was  peculiarly  adapted  to  our 
circumltances — one,  who  was 
holy,  inoflentfve,  unpolluted^ 
perfectly  free  from  ail  moral 
iefedtion  from  the  wicked, 

and  advanced  to  a  moft  ex- 

■ 

a! ted  eminence,  far  fuperior 
to  the  heaves)  s  t 

is }  one,  who  was  undec  no 
neeefiity,  as  the  Jewifh  high- 
pr lefts  are,  to  offer  facrifiees 
every  for  tleir  own 

fins  —afterwards,  for  thofe  of 
the  people  —  This  office  he 
dtfeharged  once  for  ally  when 
he  offered  up  bimfelf  a  vidiiik 
28  The  mofaic  difpcnfi- 
tron  contlituies  men  high- 
priefts  who  are  encompalied 
with  frailties: and  imperfections 
— but  that  folemn  oath,  which 
ratified  that  difpenfation, 
which  was  to  i'ucceed  the  law, 
hath  veiled  with  this  dignity 
the  Son  of  God,  who  hath  at¬ 
tained  an  abfoiute  moral  per¬ 
fection  to  all  cternicy. 

CHAP.  vnr. 

j  f  H  E  refult,  in  flieiff, 
X  of  the  above  argu¬ 
ments  is  this — Wc  Chriftians 

have  an  high-priefl,  who  is 
now  advanced  to  the  right 
hand  of  the  throne  of  the 
fupremc  Maiefty  in  heaven : 

P  2  2  hi 
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2  he  is  difcharging  the 
facerdotal  function  in  the 
moft  holy  fanCtuary  of  liea- 
ven,  and  is  officiating  in  the 
true  tabernacle,  which  a  di¬ 
vine,-  not  a  mortal,  hand  erec¬ 
ted. 

3  For  every  high-prieft  is 
conftituted  to  offer  both  ob¬ 
lations  and  victims  —  from 
whence  it  neceffarily  follows, 
that  this  illuftrious  Ferion 
alio  muff  have  fome  thing  to 
offer : 

4  for  if  he  were  upon 
earthy  he  could  not  poffibly 
aft  at  all  in  the  capacity  of  a 
Prieft  —  becaufe  there  is  an 
order  of  priefts  appointed, 
according  to  the  direblion  of 
the  law,  who  are  employed 
in  offering  oblations : 

5  This  body  of  knen  all  of¬ 
ficiate  in  that  which  is  but  a 
rude  fketch,  and  a  mere  fha- 
dowy  vifionary  refemblance 
of  heavenly  things*  as  Moles 
was  divinely  affurdd  when  he 
was  going  to  conftruCfc  the 
tabernacle— for  Giod  faid  to 
him,  “  See  that  you  conform 
in  every  relpeft  to  that  mo¬ 
del,  which  was  exhibited  to 
you  in  the  mount  j” 

6  But  this  exalted  Perfon 
hath  now  obtained  a  far  more 
excellent  fun&ion— fince  he 
was  the  Mediator  of  a  nobler 
covenant,  founded  on  nobler 
promifes : 

7  for  if  the  firjl  covenant 


; pijtfe  Cliap.  viil, 

had  been  an  irreprehcnfible 
and  completely  perf'e<ft  i'yftem.; 
there  would  have  been  no 
caule  to  have  introduced  4 
fecond. 

8  For  God  condemning  i j 
as  defective*  thus  declares  to 
them  —  “  Behold !  the  day? 
come,  faith  the  Lord,  that  1 

will  eftablilh  a  new  covenant 
with  the  houfe  of  IfracI,  and 
with  the  houfe  of  J  uda : 

9  a  covenant  entirely  dif¬ 
ferent  from  that  which  I  ra¬ 
tified  with  their  anceftors. 

when  I  took  them  by  the 
hand,  and  conducted  them 
out  of  Egypt — for  to  the  in¬ 
junctions  of  my  covenant  they 
paid  no  regard,  and  in  return 
I  Ihewed  them  no  favourable 
regard,  faith  the  Lord  : 

10  But  the  covenant,  which 
in  future  time  I  will  eftablilh. 
with  the  houfe  of  li’rael  js 
this,  faith  the  Almighty —  I 
wHl  indelibly  imprefs  mv 
laws  upon  their  minds :  1 
will  inferibe  them  on  the  ta¬ 
blet  of  their  hearts,  and  I 
will  be  to  them  a  God,  and 
they  (hall  be  to  me  a  diflin- 
guilhed  happy  people  : 

11  They  Dial!  have  no 
occafion  to  inftruCl,  each  his 
neighbour,  and  each  his  bro¬ 
ther,  in  the  knowledge  of  the 
Supreme,  but  they  lhall  all, 
indiferiminately,  know  me 
from  the  ieaft  to  the  great - 

eft:  • 

iz  For 


Chap.  ix. 


to  the  Hebrews. 


* H 


1 2  For  I  will  mercifully  i  golden  pot,  which  contained 


forgive  their  iniquities,  and 
all  their  vices  and  immorali- 


the  manna,  and  Aaron-s  rod 
which  hloflfomcd,  and  the 

J  *  i  -W 


ties  I  will  at  once  for  ever  cf- 1  ble$  on  whi£h  the  covenant 


face  from  my  remembrance .** 

13  The  word  new  in  this 
paltage  implies,  that  God 
hath  antiquated  the  firft  co¬ 
venant  —  now  that  which  is 
antiquated  and  fuperahnuated 

very  fwiftly  tends  to  its  final 
diflbluiion  and  total  difap- 
pearance. 

f  HAP.  13?. 

x  np HE  *  firft  covenant 
A  had  its  pofitive  regu¬ 
lations  about  divine  worfhip, 
and  a  fan  Chi  ary,  that  was 
l'olely  calculated  with  a  view 
to  things  temporary. 

2  For  there  was  a  taber¬ 
nacle  divided  into  two  pares 
— in  the  firft  divifion  was  the' 
candleftick,  the  table,  the 
ihcw-brcad  —  and  this  part 
was  denominated  holy. 

3  That  divifion  of  the  ta¬ 
bernacle,  which  was  behind 
the  vail,  was  called  the  holy 

of  holies. 

4  The  furniture  of  this 
lacred  apartment  was  a  gol¬ 
den  center,  and  the  ark,  in 
which  the  covenant  was  re- 
pofited,  which  was  covered 
with  gold —  in  this  cheft  the 


was  written,  were  alio  de- 
pofited. 

.  5  Above  this  cheft  were 
the  chenibimf  of  glory,  fha- 
dowing  with  their  wings  the 
mercy-feat — but  of  thefe  par¬ 
ticulars  it  is  not  my  prefent 
defign  to  givte  a  minute  de¬ 
tail.' 

r 

6  The  tabernacle  and  all 
its  apparatus  being  compler 
Q?d,  the  priefts  confiantly  went 
into  thxyfirjt  divifion  to  per¬ 
form  their  refpeftive  fuiv* 

ftions : 

7  But  into  the  fecond  the 
high-prieft  alone  entered  only 
once  in  a  ye  dr,  not  without 
blood,  which  he  offered  to 
expiate  His  own  and  the  peo¬ 
ple’s  •  errors  and  imperfec¬ 
tions  : 

8  The  holy  Spirit  plainly 
indicating  this.  That  the  Way 

into  the  perfection-  of  bolinefs 
was  not  yet  thrown  open 
ally  during  the  continuance 
of  the  firft  tabernacle. 

9  And  this  is  equally  ap¬ 
plicable  to  the  prefent  time— 
m  which  both  gifts  and  vie? 
tims  are  offered,  which,  in 
regard-  to  mental  improve¬ 
ment,  cannot  carry  the  vo¬ 
tary  to  perfection  \ 

P  3  to  for 


r  See  the  MSS.  io  Milf  and  ff'ttfeiti,  and  die  lap  yerii?  of  the  preceding 
chapter. 
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:o  for  this  religious  iei  vice]  coniccrate  ©urfelves  to  the 
folely  con Cfts  in  ceremonious]  fervice  of  the  living  God ! 
obfofvances  about  particular]  15  And  on  this  account 
tneats,  and  drinks,  and  al  he  is  the  Mediator  of  a  new 
ir.uMphcity  of  obiadons,  and]  covenant — in  order  that  when 
merely  txte»nal  in  itutions —  1  death  hath  intervened  to  dc- 
which  were  defigned  to  con- 1  liver  us  from  that  guilt  we 
tinur  in  force  only  ’rill  a  more  1  incurred  junder  the  firft  cove- 
excellent  fyftetn  jhou)d  be  ]  nant,  we  the  converts  of 
-eftablifhed.  ]  Christianity  might  receive  the 

1 1  But  Chrift,  being  con-  jpromifed  bleffings  of  an  ever- 
ilituetd  an.  High-pneft  ofl lading  inheritance : 

future  good  things,  hath  eiv  1  1 6  for  where  there  is  a  co- 

tered  through  a  better  andlvenant,  it  necefiarily  implies 
more  perfeft  *  tabernacle  *—  |  the  death  of  the  covenanting 
•a  tabernacle,  not  reared  by  I  party; 
mortal  hand,  not  of  human  I  1 7  for  the  Chriftian  cove- 
conftrueftian,  I  nant  is  ratified  and  confirmed 

1 2  hath  entered  once  fori  to  the  dead — finoe  it  hath  not 
all,  not  by  means  of  the  blood  I  its  validity,  while  man,  the 
of  bulls  and  g©4ts,  but  by]  covenanting  party,  .is  living 
ij®n*tW'of  the  ^eSxifcm  of  hist  in  this  world. 

own  blood,  -into  the  /rare]  18  For  which  reafon  even 
-holy  of  holies — having  found  |  the  ftrfi  covenant  was  nor 
an  eternal .  redemption  from  iprimarilf  eftablilhrd  without 
all  paft  fins.  ;  I  the  blood  of  a  jacrijitcd  ani- 

1 3  For  if  the  blood  ofisaal ; 

bulls  and  goats,  and  the  afhesl  19  for  after  Moles  had  re- 
pf  an  heifer  fprinkled  on  the  1  cited  to  all  the  people  all  the 
.polluted,  confer  upon  them  f  precepts  of  the  decalogue, 
a  legal  and  external  purity,  Ihe  took  the  blood  pf  calves 

14  how  much  more  mail  land  of  goats  with  water  and 
the  blood  of  Chrift,  who,  *  fcarlet  wool  and  hyflop,  and 
adding  under  the  direction  ofj,fprin)ded  the  volume  itlelf, 
the  holy  Spirit  of  God,  oflfe  r-J  and  all  the  people, 

ed  him/plf  a  pure  and  imma-;  ap  faying — u  Behold !  this 
culate  viiftim  to  the  /Deity,?  is  the  blood,  by  which  the 
pprfe&Iy  purify  pur  confci-1  ipovenant  which  God  hath 
ences  from  all  .pernicious.;  jfolejnnly  entered  into  with 
vices,  la  order  that  we  may]  you,  is  foaled  and  ratified  1” 

1  2J  In 


*  Meaning,  b it  b*ffy 


Chap.  ix.  to  the  Hebrews.  2)  5 

2 1  In  like  manner,  he  alio  t  the  JewUh  highrprifft,  he 

fprinkJed  with  blood  die  ta- 1  oiuft  very  often  hare  (offered, 
bemade,  and  all  the  utenfils  I  $vpn  from  the  touodation  pf 
v/hich  were  employed  in  re*. I  the  world  to  the  prefent  time? 
ligious  fervices.  I— but  now  hath  he  cnfe only. 

22  Indeed  dm  oft  all  things,  I  appeared  among  mankind  in 

by  the  prefcription  of  the! Chat  age,  when  the  period 
mofaic  law,  are  purified  by  I  ^ftigned  by  the  Deity  tor  his 
means  of  blood  —  and  wjdv  I  illuitrious  advent  was  com* 
out  thecffufion  of  blood  there  J.  piece,  totally  to  cancel  and 
is  no  remifiion  of  fins  obtain- 1  expunge  all  paft  guilt  by  the 
c<i  from  the  Deity.  I  Sacrifice  of  hwnfelr. 

23  It  was  neceiiary,  there*| .  27  And  a?  ail  human  kj»4 

fore,  that  thole  things,  which  I  SfP  deftined  ptife  to  feel  the 
are  but  the  faint  rude  tran-  j  lfroke  pf  death  — r  and  death 
feript  of  an  heayenly  original  I  is  fucceedei  by  the  general 
(hooJd  be  purified  with  theft  I  judgment : 

formalities;  but  the  heaven- 1  $S  lb  aifo  Chrift,  who snee 

\y  things  themfelves,  with  |  voluntarily •  iubmictsd  tp  b*, 
lkrificcs,  more  excellent  than  ]  come  a  vi&iip  in  order  to  anT 
theft.  I  mil  and  obliterate  the  fins  of 

24  For  Chrift  is  not  enter*  I  many,  (hall  appear  a  fecond 
ed  into  a  fanfluary  reared  by  I  time— not  with  a  view  to  re* 
mortal  hands,  into  a  (true?  I  mit  guilt,  but  to  confer  everr 
rure,  which  is  only  an  injper- 1  lading  falvation  on  the  vir- 
icd  copy  of  the  true  original  |  tuous  expectants  of  this  grand 
— but  he  is  entered  into  hear  J  event. 

ven  .  icftlf,  now  to  exhibit] 

himlclf,  on  our  behalf,  to  the]  CHAP.  X* 

hmudiatt  preftnee  of  the  Di- 1 

vinity.  1 1  TT*  O  R  the  mofaic  infti* 

2  5  Not  that  he  is  repeated-  ]  J/  tution  containing  only 
ly  to  offer  this  facritice  of]  a  rude  and  very  imperfect 
himfelf,  juft  as  the  high-prieft  |  (ketch  of  future  1  bleffings, 
continually  enters  once  every  ]  not  a  finilhed  and  accurate 
year  into  the  holy  of  holies,  I  portraiture  of  thofe  felicities, 
with  ihe  blood  of  animals  :  I  can  ever  with  thole  facrifices, 
26  for  had  it  been  necef!  which  they  annually  repeat, 
ftry  that  he  IhouUl  have  drift- 1  c?rry  its  prpfelTors  to  tlicir 
(y  conformed  to  this  ufage  of1  ultimate  perfection. 

P  4  2  Had 

J  Meaning,  the  bUjjmgt  of  the  gfyd. 


a  i  & 


*be  Epiftk 


Chap.  x. 


2  Had  it  been  capable  of 

effe&ingthis,ics  facrifices  muft 
have  ceafed  —  becaufe,  its 
votaries  having  once  obtain¬ 
ed  a  total' remiflion  of  their 

m 

fins,  would,  confequently,  for 
the  future,  retain'  no  lineafy 
apprehensions  on  account  of 
thole  vices, 

3  Yet  every  year  in  the  fa- 
crifices  that  fucceflively  re¬ 
turn  the  remembrance  of  tbefe 
fins  is  flail  preferved. 

4  For  it  is  impoffible  that 
the  blood  of  bulls  and  goats 
Should  efface  the  ftains  of 


guilt, 

5  Wherefore, 
royal  Prophet  was  advanced 
.to  dignity  and  eminence,  he 
juffly  obferved —  **  Sacrifices 
and  oblations  thoi}  didlt  net 
defire :  thou  haft  given  me  a 
conftitution  fitted  to  accom- 
plHh  thy  defighs : 

*  6  in  burnt-offdrings  and 
facrifices  for  fin  thou  haft  no 
complacence : 

7  then  I  faid,  Lo  1  I  come 
according  as  thou  haft  ap¬ 
pointed  concerning  me  in 
that  volume  in  Which  thy  dif- 
penfations  are  arranged,  I 
come  to  obey  thy  will,  O 

God !  ” 

8  Now  when  this  illuftri- 

■  ■ 

ous  Prophet  fays,  as  above, 
That  victims,  and  oblations, 
and  burnt-offerings,  and  fa¬ 
crifices  for  fin  thou  didft  net 


no  object  of  fatisfaftion  and 
delight  to  thee  —  which  yet 
are  offered  according  to  the 
exprefs  injunCriop  of  the 
law: 

0  and  when  he  adds,  Lo  f 

•r  i  ♦  * 

}  come  to  obey  tby  will ,  O 
God!  —  it  is  apparent,  that 
he  reprefents  the  abfolute  in¬ 
utility  of  faerificeSy  in  order 
to  eftabliih  the  obligation  of 
obedience  to  the  divine  will : 

ro  By  which  benevolent 
will  of  the  Deity  we  Chri- 
ftians  have  been  bleffed  with 
a  total  remiflion  of  all  our 
paft  fins  by  means  of  that 
when  the  I  volun  tary  facrifice  of  his  body, 

which  Jefus  Chrift  offered, 
once  for  all. 


§ — ii  Farther,  every 
prieft  difeharges  every  day 
inceffantly  the  facerdotal  fun¬ 
ction,  and  is  perpetually  em¬ 
ployed  in  repeatedly  offering 

the  fame  facrifices,  which  vet 

W  * 

can  never  annul  con  traded 
guilt: 

12  But  this  illuftrious  Per¬ 
son,  having  offered  cm  foie 
facrifice  for  fins,  fat  down  for 
ever  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Divinity, 

13  in  future  expectation, 
(hat  all  his  adverfaries  will 
finally  be  fubjeCted  to  his 
empire. 

'  14  For  by  means  of  one 
individual  facrifice  he  hath 
for  ever  advanced  the  diftin- 


defire,  and  that  thefe  were  ■  guifhed  profeflors  of  his  reli¬ 
gion 
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gion  to  confummate  perfec- .  21  and  Having  a,  moft  il- 

lion.  I  luftrious  HigH-prieft,  who 

15  The  truth  of  my  afier-  I  prefixes  over  the  family  of 
tions  the  holy  Spirit  himfelf  I  Cod  : 

attefts — for  alter  he  hjid  faid>  1  ?  2  let  us  approach  with 

16  u  This  is  the  covenant  I  undifietnbfed  finecrity,  in.  a 
which,  in  future  time,  I  will  I  full  convifl^pn  of  the.  truth 
eftablUh  with  them,  faith  God,  I  of  his  religion,  having,  our 

1  will  infufe  my  laws  into  I  hearts  purified  by  this  facred 

t  heir  hearts,  and  inscribe  I  oblation  from  all  confcioua 
them  in  indelible  characters  I  depravity,  •  and  our  minds 
upon  their  minds,”  I  cleared  front  all  moral  defile* 

17  *  he  adds’ —  “  and  the  |  ment  by  this  fair  and  falutary 
memory  of  their  vices  and  I  ftream. 

immoralities  1  will  bury  in  I  23  Let.  us  ever  inflexibly 
everlaiVing  oblivion.”  |  retain  the  profeffion  of  our 

2  $  Now  fince  a  total  con- 1  hope  in  Chrift— for  he,  who 
donation  of  thefe  hath  'thready  I  hath  protnifed  immortality, 
pail,  there  is  now  no  longer  |  may  be  fafely  L  confided  in. 
any  neceflity  of  a  farther  ob-'  |  24  And  let  us  by  eveiy 

la t ion  for  fin.  I  incitement  mutually  Simulate 

§ — 1 9  Having,  therefore,  I  each  other  to  benevolence 

my  Chriflian  brethren,  free  |  and  universal  goodnefs. 
liberty  indulged  to  us  to  gain  |  25  Not  forgetting  that 

an  admiffion  into  the  true  I  awful  feafbn,  .as  fome  habi- 
hoty  of  holies  by  the  blood  I  tually  do,  in  which  we  muft 
of  Jefus  :  I  *  all  be  convened  in  one  vaft 

20  an  admiffion,  by  a  path  I  aflembly— but  exhorting  each 
lately  opened  and  conducing  I  other  to  perfeverancc,  and 
to  immortality,  which  he  hath  I  urging  tliefe  admonitions  with 
confecrated  for  us  by  means  I  fo  much  the  more  importur 
of  his  vailing  himfelf  in  hu- 1  nity,  as  you  fee  this  lolemn 
m  an  nature :  event  approaching. 

26  For 

*  I3ir«  i  wjrjjrfowt/m©'.  He,  who  hath  promifed,  may  be  credited, 
may  be  confided  in.  tliysr  tarn  ret  cor sfotar  pjnofum.'  Thinking  the  de- 
Icrter  might  be  fafely  confided  in.  Potyani  Stratagem,  p.  403.  Edit.  Cafiaub. 
Ittgd.  1589.  rite".*  «k »  Sit  TO  wht  foKsot.  Thinking  he  might  be  fafelyr 
trxfied  on  account  of  his  affinity.  Idem  p.  635. 

*  Ti<r  tTfiet/tA)  ioMT&t.  Thu  is  the  very  word  the  Apoftlc  ufw  in 

2  Ihcjjal.  chap.  ii.  1 .  when  he  fpeaks  of  the  coming  of  Chrift  to  judgment, 
and  all  of  us  then  being  colteSed in  one  vaft  aflembly.  Tui  vdffvtt as  rov 
Kt’ptrv  5  n  fifty  tTriouTct}ft?ns  it  curtct. 


2j8  '7$#  Bpiftle  Chap,  x, 

26  Tor  if  we  wilfully  per-  •  3©  We  know  that  God 
fift  in  a  courfe  of  vice  after  I  hath  thus  exprefsly  declared 
we  have  been  blefied  with  the  — u  Vengeance  is  my  prero* 
knowledge  of  true  religion,  gative  —  I  will  retaliate**  — 
there  remains  no  vidfcim,  and  in  another  place  it  is  faid 
that  will  a  fecond  time  be  I  —The  Almighty  will  fumr 
offered  to  free  us  from  our  I  mon  his  people  to  judg- 
fu* ;  I  ment.” 

2  7  there  remains  only  at  ^t  It  is  a  tremendous  thing 
terrible  profped  of  future  I  to  fall  into  the  hands  cf  the 
condemnation,  and  the  ex- 1  living  God  ! 
cruciacing  torments  of  thofe  I  32  Recall  to  your,  remem- 
dire  flames,  that  will  totally  I  branee  the  times  when  you 
confume  the  obftinate  adver- 1  were  fir  ft  illuminated  with 
feries  of  the  goipel.  I  the  beams  of  the  gofpel— 

«8  Any  per/on,  who  had  I  and  refleft,  what  a  leverc 
violated  the  law  of  Mofes,  I  conflict  of  bufferings  you  fu- 
if  proved  guilty  by  two  or  I  ftained ! 
three  wit-nc  fifes,  was  devoted  I  35  fotne times,  being  open- 
<0  death  without  companion.  I  ly  expofed  as  on  a  public  * 

29  To  how  much  more  I  theatre  to  ignominious  infults 
dreadhda  puailhment  think  I  and  cruel  perfeeudons  —  at 
you  then  wril  he  fee  deferred  ly  I  other  times,  generoully  fym- 
doomed,  who  hath  con  temp- 1  pathking  with  thofe  who 
tuoufly  trampled  upon  the  I  iufFcred  thefe  indignities. 

Son  of  God,'  who  hath  info- 1  34  For  you  felt  a  tender 

fernly  treated  the  effulion  of  I  and  painful  anxiety  for  thofe 
that  ’  blood,  by  which  the  I  under  *  confinement,  and  the 
Chriftian  covenant  ^as  rati- 1  pillaging  of  your  goods  you 
fled,  as  ufclefs  and  infignifi-  ]  fupported  with  joy11—  confci- 
cant,  and  poured  the  laft  j  ous,  that  you  had  an  inex¬ 
contumely  and  infijlt  upon  1  hauftible  treafure  of  infinitely 
thofe  operations  of' the  Spirit,  |  fuperior  worth  in  the  celeftial 
'fey  which  its  truth  was  ftamp- 1  regions. 
t&l  35  Do  not,  therefore,  vo- 

*  luntarily 

*  Btarffejaiab  A  wy  ftrong  god  eajphjticd  ,«xprs(£on  :  Exfojid  on  a 

public  p<*ge.  BltSftrptfrzr  They  Openly  txpoitd  chemfelve*  Poly. 

Jfjuj,  p.  ^64  Edit  Hobov,  i bn).  .DUjteiifataree)  atJ  peftiat.  dedic.  Hpccfi, 
jtipfum  traduttre  id  e&,  lays  one  .ot  the  Commt*teim7  ludibrio  txpmtrt. 
fttmw  drltter,  p  j.zo.  fidit.Burjam,  <lregc£.,ad Rhct.  4*0,  j  709. 

*  See  the  Akxondriax  MSS, 
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iunutily  renounce  your  Chrir ' 
fcian  liberty,  for  which  a  glo*  j 
rious  recompense  is  in  revcr- 
fion. 

36  It  is  necefiary .  you 
Jhouid  cxercife  the  virtues 

of  patience  and  conftanpy-*- 
>n  order  that  your  obedience  ' 
of  the  will  of  Gtxl  may  be 
finally  crowned  with  the  full : 
fruition  of  that  happinefs  he 
hath  promifcd.  I 

37  In  a  little,  in  a  very : 

little  time  he,  whofe  glorious  j 
advent  \vc  expert,  will  pipft  ! 
certainly  coipe  j  awl  the  time 
marked  for  this  great  event 

will  not  be  deferred. 

3S  The  virtuous  Chriftian, 
whofe  fins  arc  remitted  by 
means  of  his  reception  or 
Chriitiar.ity,  fliail  then  be 
crowned  with  immortality 
but  if  he  ddert  his  pfofeifon, 
he  will  then  he  treated  &  an 
object  of  my  averfipn, 

39  But  we  are  not  of  that 
unhappy  number,  who  hafely 
rclinquilh  ojir  principles,  and 
expofe  ourfelves  tp  ever  lift¬ 
ing  perdition — but  thole,  whp 
immoveably  adhere  to  our 
ChrilUan  profeffion,  which 
will  finally  lead  us  tp  the  ac- 

V 

quifnion  of  a  blcfle.d  immor- 
edity. 

Ch?AF.  XI.  ; 

-  1 

i 

t  XT  O  W  faith  is  a  firm ■ 
Jkxl  perfuafioa  of  thole 


2*9 

things  we  hope,  a  full  con¬ 
viction  pf  the  exiftence  ..of 
"thofe  things  which  are  not  the 
immediate  objedts  of  fight. 

2  It  is  lor  this  principle 

that  our  iftuftrious  ancestors 
have  been  fo  deservedly  cci?- 
bra’jed. 

b  *  * 

3  Through  faith  we  are 
ptrfuided  that  the  order  of 
the  divine  dilpeniations  hath 
been  regularly  arranged  by 
the  counfel  of  the  Supreme— 
fo  that  prefent  events  were 
not  produced  from  any  caufes 
that  are  apparent  to  us. 

4  Thropgh  faith  Abel  of. 
fered  to  Gpd  a  larger  facrifice 
than  Cain. —  by  means  of 
which  he  hath  acquired  the 
character  of  a  truly  good  man, 
God  him  ft; If  teftifying  his  ac¬ 
ceptance  of  his  oblation -r- 
anJ  by  this,  though  lie  hath 
been  long  lince  dead,  he  is- 
ftill  reading  to  us  a  ltflbn  of 
ufef u  1  inftrufUon. 

5  Through  faith  Enodh 
was  tranfiated  without  fecliqg 
the  ftroke  of  death —  he  was 

t 

not  found  on  earth,  for  God 
had  removed  him  from  it— 
for  before  his  transition  he 
had  this  teftimony  given  him, 
that  he  had  pleafed  God : 

6  but  without  faith  it  is 
impofiible  tp  pleafe  him — for 
he,  who  approacheth  the  Di¬ 
vinity,  mud  believe  that  he 
exiits,  and  that  he  is  a  re- 
wacdcrpf  every  pious  votary. 

7  Through 


to  tb*  HiBH?ws. 
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7  Through  faith  Noah,  I  bearing,  fhe  was  delivered  of 
after  receiving  a  folemn  in- 1  a  fon,  becaufe  Ihe  deemed  the 
formation  from  God  of  an  I  Being  who  had  promifed  this 
event  that  was  future,  from  I  might  be  fecurely  credited. 

a  principle  of  pious  reverence  I  xa  From  one  man,  there* 
conftrufted  an  ark  for  the  I  fore,  and  he  too  figuratively 
fafety  of  his  family  —  by  I  dead,  defeended  a  progeny, 
means  of  which  he  publickly  j  numerous  as  the  liars  of  hea- 
condemned  the  world  of  im- 1  ven,  and  infinite  as  the  lands 
penitence,  and  reaped  the  I  upon  the  fea-lhore. 
ample  reward  of  that  obe-|  13  Thcfe  all  died  in  the 
dience  which  flowed  from  his  I  firm  perfuafion  that  God 
faith  in  God.  I  would  accompiilh  his  pro* 

8  Through  faith  Abraham  I  mife — though  they  themfelves 
obeyed  the  divine  call  to  re- 1  had  not  enjoyed  them — they 
move  to  a  region,  which  his  I  had  only  been  favoured  with 
pofterity  was  in  future  time  [a  remote  prblpeft  of  them — 
to  pofiefs — inftantly  he  aban- 1  they  had  the  ftrongeft  con¬ 
doned  his  native  foil,  though  I  vi&ion  of  their  reality — they 
entirely  ignorant  of  the  place  I  with  tranfport  faluced  them 
whither  he  was  migrating.  I  at  a  diftance,  and  confefled 

9  Through  faith  he  lo- 1  that  they  were  only  ftrangers 

journed  in  that  very  country  I  and  fojourners  upon  earth, 
that  had  been  ailigned  to  him  |  14  Now  they,  who  make 

by  the  Deity,  as  if  he  had  |  fuch  a  profefiion  as  this,  pub- 
not  at  all  been  in te felled  in  1  lickly  declare  to  the  world, 
it— /eliding  in.  tents  together!  that  it  is  after  a  better  and 
with  Ifaac  and  Jacob,  the  co- 1  happier  country  they  afpire. 
heirs  of  the  fame  ijluftrious  I  15  Had  the  country,  in¬ 
prom  ife.  I  deed,  from  which  they  rc- 

10  For  he  was  the  ex- 1  moved,  been  the  object  of 
peftant  of  an  happjier  city,  I  their  defire,  they  might  eafily 
founded  on  an  immoveable  I  have  found  an  opportunity 
bafis,  planned  and  reared  by  I  of  regaining  it. 

the  hand  of  the  Almighty.  |  16  But  it  was  for  a  nobler 

11  Through  faith  Sarah  I  region  they  breathed  thefc 
alfo  was  convinced  that  ihe  |  paflionate  defires — it  was  the 
fbovld  be  miraculoufly  blef- 1  feats  of  celeilial  bleflednefs— . 
f.d  with  a  child — and^  though  ]  wherefore  God  doth  not  blalt 
fhe  was  now  far  advanced  |  their  hope  in  fhameful  difap- 
beyond  the  time  of  child- 1  pointmem  —  he  kadi  abun¬ 
dantly 


Chap.  xl. 

dandy  evinced  chat  he  is  their 
God,  for  he  hath  prep&ed 
tor  them  a  city. 

17  Through  faith  Abra¬ 
ham,  when  his  affiance  in 
God  was  brought  to  the  teft, 
offered  up  Ifaac —  hfc,  who 
had  received  the  promifes, 
heiitated  not  to  extend  his 
only  fon  upOn  the  altar ! 

18  The  very  perfon  did 
this,  who  was  divinely  allured 
that  his  dependents  (hould 
be  derived  in  a  feries  from 
Ifaac. 

19  He  inftantly  compli¬ 
ed,  for  he  *  concluded  dial 

*  *  1 

the  Being,  who  had  blefled 
him  with  this  child,  was  able 
to  reanimate  him  from  death 
a  Pate,  from  which  he  had, 
figuratively  fpeaking,  at  firft 
received  him . 

r 

20  Through  faith  Ifaac1 
bltfled  Jacob  and  Efau — 
fully  convinced,  that  the  be¬ 
nedictions  he  pronounced 
would  in  future  time  be  ae- 
compliihed. 

21  Through  faith  Jacob 

on  his  death-bed  bleiled  the 

■  • 

two  Tons  of  Jofeph,  and  de¬ 
voutly  worihipped  God,  re¬ 
clining  on  his  Itaff. 

22  Through  faith  Jofeph 
in  his  dying  moments  ex- 
prefsly  mentioned  the  future 
exodus  of  the  children  of  If- 
rael,  and  enjoined  them  to 
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carry  his  bones  along  with 

them. 

23  Through  faith  Mofes, 
after  his  birth,  was  concealed 
three  months  by  his  parents, 
becaufe  they  law  he  was  a 
moll  beautiful  and  amiable 
infant, .  and  they  were  not  in¬ 
timidated  by  the  king's  ediCL 

24  Through  fai  th,, 'Mofes, 
being  arrived  at  years  of  ma* 
turity,  refpfed  to  be  called 
the  fon  of!  Pharaoh's  daugh¬ 
ter  : 

25  choqfiog .  rather  to  fu- 
ftain  die  fame  common  m Se¬ 
ries  with  the  people  of.  God 
than  to  riot  in  the  trarifitory 
enjoyment*  of  sice  s 

2  6  efteeming  fuch  indig¬ 
nities  as  Qhrifl  fijpportpd 
be  nobler  riches  than  all  the 

•  .  1  1 

treafures  oj  Egypt  —  for  die 
eye  of  his  {faith,  was  fixed,  on 
future  recompences. 

27  Through  faith  he  quit¬ 
ted  Egypt,  not  deterred  by 
the  paffionatc  menaces  of  the 
king — for  he  fleadily  perfift- 

ed  in  the  courfe  he  had  be¬ 
gun,  as  if!  he  had  an  imme¬ 
diate  diftinfl  view  of  that 
Being  who  is  invifible. 

28  Through  faith  he  m- 
Ititutcd  the  Pafloyer,  and 
fprinkled  the.  blood  on  the 
doors  of  the  Ifraelites- —  that 
the  deftroying  angel  might 
not  couch  dieir  firft-bom. 

29  Through 


upon  inatnre  refle&ion  ctmtludinr, 


Hi 


<fh* 


$9  ThfougK  faith  they 
pafled.  through  the.  Red -led. 
Jts  if  If  had  been  dry  land— 
which  the  Egyptians  attempt¬ 
ing  to  do  were  ail  buried  iri 

its  Wave  fir. 

jd  Through  faith  the  walls 

df  Jericho,  after  they1  had 
JfMrChfcd  round  them  inr  fo- 
fethrt  prccefliort  for  feven 

days  together,  fell  proifcratfc 
dh  the  gfotffid. 

3*  Through  faith  Raab 

the  harlot  was  not  involved 
th  the  cortimotl*  ddtruAion 
tfridi  the  dilbeltevittg  citizens 
•—for  it  was  From  a  full  torr- 
Stf&ion  of  the  irretiftible  power 
of  God  that  ihe 

ffefcetttldn  to 

Vi  Bat  why  lhouid  I  en- 

tti-gfr  ?—  ft 'would  |e  endtefs 

lb  recount  every  llluftrious 
fcSdtmple,  is  Gideon,  Barakr 

,  Jephtfta,  David, 
j  the  antieht  pro¬ 
phets  : 

33  who,  through  faith, 
ilibdiied  kingdoms,  difplayed 

ittuftrious  virtue,  obtained 
divine  promifes,  d Harmed  the 
tage  of  lions, 

34  ejctinguilhed  She  rooft 
furious  frames,  e fcaped  im¬ 
pending  fwords,  from  inabi¬ 
lity  were  endowed  with  fuper- 
patural  ftrength,  ih  battle 
were  fnvincibte,  rioted  the 
confederated  artnito  of  fo¬ 


Chap.  xi« 
35  women  received  their 

dead  reftored  to  life — fome 
of  tbelc  truly  eminent  per- 
lons  were  put  to  death  by 
the  molt  excruciating  torture, 
rtfufing  to  purchafe  their 
lives  by  any  mean  compli¬ 
ances,  animated  with  the  prd- 
fpeft  of  an  happy  refufrec- 
tion. 

3d  Others  of  them  were 
loaded  with  odious  names, 
were  mangled  with  icourges, 
were  cormntd  in  dungeons, 
were  fettered  in  chains, 

37  Were  overwhelmed  with 
ftones,  tut  afunder  with  the 
few,  committed  to  the  frames, 
transfixed  With  fwords,  roam¬ 
ed  about  in  fheep-firins  and 
in  goat-lkins,  in  the  mod  ne- 
ceflkous,  diftretfed ,  afflictive 
circumftance 


O  4 


i  . "  * 


reigner* 


38  Glorious  patterns  o: 
CXaltctl  virtue,  of  whom 
this  world  was  not  worthy, 

wandered  about  in  unfre- 

▼ 

qoented  fblirudes,  feekihg  a 
miferable  refuge  in  the  moun¬ 
tains,  in  the  dens,  and  in  the 

’holes  of  the  earth. 

3p  Yet  all  thefe  illerffcriour 
perfons,  whole  exemplary  faith 
in  God  hath  been  fodeferved- 
ly  renowned,  did  not  poflefs 
nfofepromifed  bteffings,  Which 
wfe  “Chrifthms  -enjoy, 

40  God  having  originally 
defighed  that  we  Chriftia/ts 
lhould  be  blefied  with  ad- 

vintages 


Chap 


to  tie  Hebrews. 


vantage*  faperior  to  theirs, 
in  order  that  not  they,  but 
that  we,  michc  attain  con- 


fu  mrnate  ported  ion. 

* 

CHAP.  XIL 

i  OINCE  therefore  we  are 
ij  furrourided  with  fnch 

a  c  cloud  of  witnefles,  les  Os 
throw  off  every  incumbrance, 
and  that  fin  which  would  B 
entangle  and  impede  Our 
fteps,  and  let  us  with  unre¬ 
mitting  ardour  urge  our 
courfe  towards  the  tleftined 
happy  goal, 

2  ever  keeping  our  eyes 
fixed  upon  Jeliis  the  original 
Introducer  and  Perfe&er  of 
our  religion— who  himfelf  to 

iecure  the  glorious  prise  of 


223 

ineffable  j of 1  filing  up  to  tdo 
view*  fubmitted  to  frucifis* 
ion,  generotlfty 
cirerj  infamy,  and  i9  now  efc& 

alted  to  the  right  hand  of  cho 
throne  of  the  Deity. 

3  For  deliberately  compare 
in  year  minds  your  eireun&J 
ftanccs  and  his#  who  conflict¬ 
ed  with  fooh  an  inveterate 

•  # 

oppofition  qf  wished  men  all 
confederated  againft  him,  and 
let  reflections  an  Ids  conduct 
prevent  your  being  languid 

and  difpirittcL 

4'  Your  contention  in  tha 
caufe  of  Ghriftiafiicy  againft 
the  combined  a  w- 

cious  age  hath  not  as  yet  ex* 

pofed  you  to  loft  ofiifor 

5  k  Have  you  forgot  that 
paflage  of  feripture,  fuU  of 
eonfolatien.  in  which  God 

addrefles 


t  f/aptvpwh  a  chkd  of  witneffes.  This  form  of  exprdhon  occurs 

h t  the  bell  writers. 

11 eoSii  ms  trnrmi,  (ttret  $n  vtpi&  uirtrs  tr t£uv. 

Iliad,  ■>?. 

Infequitur  it:  mi  its  pedittua. 

JBiirSJ.  y.  VCf.  79J. 

(forum  Svtrpjvtum  a'slouv  ajAptftfkiv. 

Andrm.  Rbedli  drgon.  lib.  ir.  tct,  39ft  Edit. 
Uetltlin,  Elvem.  Lttgd.  Eat,  16.9.1. 

a 

Hi  ft  uroXvapdifxo  vlp®*  oto  puyovast. 

Oppiani  Pi/e,  Bb.K  Vef.  46^. 


k  Efrftpii"&TU,  entangle  by  wrapping  round.  An  allufion  to  the  garment) 
of  the  Greeks  which  wire  tong, ,  and  would  entangle  and  impede  their  flaps 
if  not  tbreuon  off  jh  the*  race. 

1  In  the  Olympic  exsreifei  the  priid  was  hong  op  in  the  View  €f  dteetfiO- 
batanrs  to  Are  their  ttmttlxtoh. 

*  interrogatively. 


1&4  T&r  EpijlU  Chap.  xit. 

s 

addrefles  you  in  the  character  i  that  we  may  participate  the 
of  fons  ? — My  fon,  do  not  I  hoJineis  of  his  character, 
dcfpife  the  dtfcipline  of  the  I  1 1  All  chaftifement,  in- 
Almighty;  nor  be  difpirited,  I  deed,  for  .the  prefenty  is  not 
when  thou  -receiveft  his  cha- 1  agreeable  and  pleafing,  bur 
ftifements :  I  painful  and  afflictive  —  but 

6  fat whom  the  Lord  loveth  I  afterwards  it  produces  the 
he  correCteth  :  and  every  Ion,  I  happy  fruits  of  reCtitude  and 
who  is  the  objeCfc  of  his  afftc- 1  virtue  in  thofe  whp  have  been 
don,  feeleth  the  falutary  j  exercifed  with  this  wholeibme 
ftrokes  of  his  chaftifements”  idifcipline. 

7  If  with  filial  fubmifflon  I  12  Exert,  therefore,  in  the 

ybu  fupport  his  chaftifements,  I  Chriftisn  race  thofe  nerves 
God  conduds  himfelf  towards  I  that  have  been  relaxed,  and 
you  as  beloved  fons  —  for  I  colleCt  thofe  fpirits,  which 
what  fon  is  there,  who  hath  I  have  been  funk  in  dejeCtion  : 
never  undergone  paternal!  13  Make  a  fmootlt  and 
correction  ?  I  even  path  for  your  fteps,  and 

8  If  you  are  exempt  from  I  remove  every  thing  that 
this  dHcipHne,  with  which  all  j  would  obftruCt  and  retard 
his  genuine  fons  are  exer- 1  your  velocity. 

died,  it  will  follow ,  that  you  I  14  Cultivate  and  purfue 
are  furious,  •  not  legitimate  I  univerfal  harmony  and  peace, 
children.  I  and  make  continual  advances 

9  If  to  our  parents,  not- 1  in  holinefs,  without  which 

withstanding  the  difcipline  I  no  one  fhall  ever  fee  God ! 
they  inflicted,  we  exprefied  a  j  15  Diligently  watching; 
becoming  filial  piety  and  re-  by  a  careful  in  fpeCtiori;  that 
vercnee,  ought  we  not  much  none  of  you  apoftatize  from 
more  to.acquiefce  with  refig-  the  goipel  of  God  * —  that  no 
nation  in  the  corrections  of  plant  or  pernicious  bittemefs 
-the  great  Father  of  our  im-  fpring  tip  among  you,  and 
mortal  fpirits,  afld  acquire  infeCt  numbers  with  its  noxi- 
everlafting  life  !  ous  contagion  : 

1.0  The  corrections  of  thfe  16  that  there  be  no  pro- 
former  weig  only  for  a  very  ftigate  debauchee,  or  profane 
fhort  period,  and  Were  cxer-  impious  perfon,  fuch  as  Efau 
died  as  feemed  to  them  mod  Was,  who  for  one  triflings  meal 
expedient — the  latter  corrects  bartered  away  all  the  figfial 
us  for  our  everlafting'  good,  advantages  .of  his  birth-right. 

17  For 

1 


Chap. xii.  to  the  Hebrews.  zzt 

1 7  For .  you  know,  that  |  God,  thejieavenly  Jerufalem, 

when  he  afterwards  was  very  1 to  myriads  of  angels, 
dehfous  to  have  obtained  the  1  23  to  the  general  afijembly 

blcffing,  Ifaac  repul  fed  him,  land  locicry  otf\.thofe  dignified, 
and  would  not  reverie  the  l  and  edited  beings,  whole 
be n edition  he  had  pronoun- I  names  are  fpr  ever  enrolled 
ced,  though  he  importuned  I  in  the  yblume  of  immortality, 
him  with  tears.  I  to  God  the  uniyerial  judge, 

18  For  the  gofpel  doth  [to  the  fpirits  of  good  men, 
not  lead  you  to  a  mountain,  |  who  have  now  attained  com- 
acceflible  indeed,  but  -  inyol-  J  p)etc  perfeftion, 

ved  in  flames,  tnvcloped  ini  24  and  tq  Jefus  the  Me- 
gloom,  and  lalhed  with  hor- 1  diator  of  the  new  covenant* 
rid  dorms  :  I  the  effufion  of  whole  bldod 

19  and  this  awful  fcenel  doth  not  call  for  vengeance 

dill  heigthened  by  the  loud  I  as  that  of  Abel  did. 
clangors  of  a  trumpet,  .and  I  25  Be  cautious  you  rejedt 
with  words  uttered  With  fuch  [not  Him,  who  communicated 
tremendous  folemnity,  that]  the  gofpel.  to  you — for  ifthpfc 
thole  who  heard  them  en-|  did  not  pals  un punched,  who' 
treated  that ,  they  might  not  [  contemptuously  rcpnlfeci  him 
be  delivered  to  them  any  I  who  delivered  the  divine  dic- 
ionger :  I  tates  on  earth  $  much  more 

2.0  for  they  could  not  bear  I  fhall  not  we  Chriftians  elcape 
to  hear  what  was  inculcated  I  with  impunity,  if  we  wilfully 
upon  them  in  lb  rigorous  and  I  difregard  him,  who  defeended 
terrific  a  manner,  that  fhouid  I  from  heaven  to  inftrudt  us  \ 
even  a  bealt  but  couch  the!  26 Former^  his  voice  Ihook 
mountain,  it  was  to  be  ftoned  I  the  earth  to  its  center  — ,  b,u t 
to  death,  or  transfixed  with  I  now  he  hath  declared,  Yet 
a  dart :  ,  .  1  once  more  I  will  not  only 

21  It  was  a  fpe&adc  full  j  fhake  earth,  but  heaven  too.'* 
of  fuch  dire  and .  frightful  j  27  Now  this  exprdljon, 
horror,  that  even  Mofes  him- 1  once  more , .  plainly  indicates 
(elf  declared,  that  he  was  I  the  total  removal  of  the  things 
leized  with  extreme  terror, ;  that  are  thus  agitated,1  as  be- 
and  his  whole  frame  fhud- 1  ing  originally  deftifltd  to  this 
dered  with  trembling :  I  fate  — r-  in  order  that  thole 

.22  £ut  under  the  gofpel  I  things  which  were  not  Jhaken 
you  are  conduced  to  mount  I  might  reft  for  ever  on  an  im- 
Sion,  to  the  city  of  the  living  I  moveable  bafis.- 

Voi.  II.  28  We 


226  Eptjltt  Chap,  xiil* 

m  * 

2  8  We  Chriftians,  there- 1  and  the  adulterer  God  will 
fore,  being  admitted  into  a  I  judge, 
kingdom,  which  is  eftablilhed  I  5  Let  not  your  temper  be 
on  an  unjhaken  foundation,  I  mercenary  and  avaricious— 
let  us  inviolably  adhere  to  the  I  but  be  content  with  your 
gofpel  —  by  means  of  which  I  prefent  condition  —  for  God 
you  are  inftru&ed  how  to  I  hath  laid,  M  I  will  never  de- 
lerve  the  Deity  with  accept-*  I  fert  thee :  I  will  never  aban- 
ance  in  humble  and  pious  re- 1  don  thee !  ’* 
vereijce.  |  6  Animated  by  this  a  flu- 

29  For  our  God  will  throw  I  ranee1  We  may  confidently  fay, 
the  difobedient  tinner  into  [The  Lord  is  my  helper:  1 
flames  that  will  utterly  con- 1  will  not  dread  any  evils,  that 
til  me  him.-  I  mortals  can  inflift  upon  me. 

I  7  Maintain  a  grateful  re- 
Imembrance  of  your  pallors 
CHAP.  XIIL  [who  have  delivered  to  you 

I  the  word  of  God — whofe  con- 
t  Tt'VER  continue  to  che- 1  ftancy  and  fidelity  do  you 

| |V  rilh  an  univerfal  love  I  imitate,  reflecting  on  the . 
for  your  Chriftian  brethren.  I  happy  iflbo  of  their  virtuous 

2  Deny  not  the  rites  of  E  conduct. 

hofpitality  to  fttangfcrs  —  for  I  8  Remember  that  the  king- 
lome  have  entertained 1  angels  |  dom  of  Jefus  Cbrift  will  con- 
without  knowing  the  dignity  |  cittuo  Immutable  through  all 
of  their  guefts.  [  die  ages  of  this  world. 

3  Exprefs  that  tompaflio-*  I  9  Do  not  veer  about  with 

nate  tendemefs  for  'thole  who  I  tho  guft  of  every  various  and 
are  under  confinement,  as  if  1  novel  doctrine  —  it  is  good 
you  were  their  companions  [  that  the  mind  Ihould  be  tho- 
in  wretchednefe  —  and  com- 1  roughly  eftablilhed  in  Chri- 
irriferate  the  diftrttied  and  I  ftiatiity,  and  not  be  fondly 
afflicted,  as  being  confckms  I  attached  to  thole  Jewifh  ce- 
fhat  you  are  ado  cloathed  I  remonies  about  particular 
with  trail  mortality,  I  kinds  of  food  —  from  which 

4  The  matrimonial  union  I  their'  liriffceft  obfervers  have 
ils  honourable,  and  an  unvio- 1  derived  fto  iotid  and  ufoful 
fe  red  bed— but  the  debauchee  I  improvement. 

9  ioWc 

*  Kjtt  Tt  9m  Httmeiv  utuoTff  aAAtshrrroin-, 

Itxvruot  TfAf  Swiff,  wr iFfufyvft  irsMoK- 

Qirf.  V.  4S5J 


Chap.  xiii. 


to  tki  Bt'BR  tW  $i 


i  q  We  Chrilbans  have  an 
altar,  of  the  facred  entertain¬ 
ments  of  which  they  have  no 
right  to  participate,  who  are 
obftinately  prepoffeffed  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  the  mofaic  inftiru- 
tions, 

1 1  For  the  bodies  of  thofc 
viiflims,  whofc  blood  is  car¬ 
ried  by  the  high-prieft  iqto 
the  holy  of  holies  to  expiate 
guilt,  are  turned  to  aihes, 
■without  the  enclofurc. 

1 2  Jefus,  therefore,  in 
order  that  he  might  conic- 
crate  to  himfelf  a  diftinguilh- 
ed  people  by  meaps  of  the 
effufion  of  his  blood,  fuffered 
death  without  the  gate. 

13  Let  us  therefore,  fu- 
flaining  the  fame  injurious 
treatment  he  fupported,  go 
forth  to  him  beyond  the  nar¬ 
row  limits  of  this  world : 

14  for  in  this  life  we  have 
no  permanent  city  — « it  is  a 
future  one  we  feek. 

* 

1 5  Wherefore  through 
him  let  us  with  unremitting 
conftancy  offer  to  God  the 
facrificc  of  praife,  celebrating 
his  perfections,  not  with  llain 
vi&ims,  but  with  the  pious 
acknowledgments  of  a  grate¬ 
ful  heart. 

.*  1 6  The  duties  of  bene¬ 

ficence  and  focial  virtue  for¬ 
get  not  —  it  is  fuch  facrificc* 


as  thole  that  are  detectable  to> 
the  Deity. 

17  Obey  the  admonitions 
of  your  paftors,  and  pay  a 
ready  compliance  to  their 
directions  —  for  they  watch 
over  your  fouls  with  anxious 

vigilance*  cqnfcious  they  muff 

one  day  be  accountable  for 
their  dUchafjge  of  the  pafto- 
ral  office — let  it  then,  be  your 
concern  that  they  may  give 
in  their  account  with  tranf- 
port,  and  not  with  bitter 
forrow — this  laft  would  be  a 
deplorable  circumftance  for 

you ! 

1 S  Let  us  have  a  (hare  in 
your  prayers*  for  we  are  “ 
confident  we  have  a  good 
confcience — in  every  inftance 
defirous  to  maintain  an  holy 
and  virtuous  conversation.  . 

a 

1 9  I  urge  you  tt)  this  with 
greater  importunity  from  the 
profpeCt  of  being  ioohor  re- 
ftored  to  you. 

20  May  God  the  donor 
of  all  happinetey  who4effored 
from  the  ftate  of  the  dead 
our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  .  the 
Ihepherd,  of  the  Chriftian 
flock*  whoff  worth  appears 
lb  D  exalted  iii  that  voluntary 
eflufion  of  his  blood,  by  which 
the  everlafting  covenant  was 
fealed  and  ratified, 

a  1  eftablilh  you  in  the 

practice 


1X1  ntVO&XM'tV* 

f  *  f  4 

n  T«v  (AtyM  u  aijLutTi  luwuxjjf  ciwiev.  Who  appears  Jo  grtdi  is 
fheddiDg  his  blood  in  confirmation  of  the  ever! ailing  covenant. 


228  <The  General  Epijlle  Chap;  i 

practice  of  univerfal  virtue, .  tranfmitted  to  you  are  only  a 
that  you  may  obey  his  will,  I  few  out  of  many, 
performing  among  you,  thro*  I  23'  Our  brother  Timothy 
Jefus  Chrift,  thofe  defigns,  1  is  now  fet  at  liberty  —  along 
which  are  agreeable  to  his  in- 1  with  whom  I  will  vific  you, 
finite  Wilclom  —  To  him  be  1  if  he  fhould  arrive  here  in  a 
glory  afcribed  throughout  all  I  little  time.  . 
the  endlefs  ages  of  eternity !  I  24  Prefent  our  affectionate 
Amen.  I  remembrance  to  your  paftors, 

22  I  beg,  my  fellow-Chri- 1  and  to  all  the  Chriftians — 
ftians,  that  you  would  re- 1  The  Chriftians  in  Italy  em- 
ceive  with  kindnefs  and  can- 1  brace  yon. 
dour  thefe  admonitions;  as  I  25  May  the  divine  favour 
the  directions  I  have  now  1  ever  attend  you  all !  Amen. 


The  General  Epiftle  of  James. 


CHAP.  I. 

1  TAMES,  a  fcrvant  of 
f  God,  and  df  our  Lord 
Jefus  Chrift,  affcCtio- 
nately  wilhes  every  felicity  to 
the  twelve  tribes  ih  their  dif- 
perlion. 

2  My  Chriftian  brethren, 
efteem  it  matter  of  (the  Mgheft 
exultation  sndtranlboft,  when 
your  religion  involves  you  in 
a  variety  of  trials  and  faffer- 
tngs: 

3  perfuaded,  that  your 
principles  being  brought  to 


this  fever?  teft  will  naturally 
infpire  you  with  conftancv 
and  fortitude : 

4*  and  let  this  virtue  of  pa¬ 
tience  and  fortitude  under 
fuflferings  be  difplayed  by  you 
in  its  ultimate  extent,  that 
nothing  may  be  wanting  to 
youf  complete  attainment  of 
Chriftian  perfection 

’  5  If  any  of  you  is  deficient 
in  knowledge,  let  him  implore 
the  fupreme  Source  of  wifdom 
to  fupply  his  defeds,  who 
lavifhes  his  bfeflings  with  a 
liberal  hndunenvious  hand-=— 

and 


0  His  argument  is  very  beautiful  and  j.o(t,  as  if  nothing  but  fortitude 

%nd  tonfiatcy  were  wanting  to  the  attainment  if  cbofuauntte  ptr/tfiton  in 
Chriftian  virtue. 


Chap;  i,  tf  J  a  m  e  s. 


and  the  Parent  of  light  will 
illuminate  his  imperfeCt  tin* 
dcrflanding. 

6  But  let  his  petitions  to 
the  Deity  flow  from  a  full 
conviction  of  his  exigence 
and  perfections  —  and  not 

proceed  from  the  leaft  doubt 
#nd  heficatipn  about  thefe 
great  truths —  for  the  p  mind 
that  fluctuates  with  hefitation 
and  dubious  uncertainty  is 
like  the  vague  and  unfteady 
furface  of  the  ocean,  which 
is  thrown  into  commotion, 
and  agitated  by  every  wind 
that  blows. 

7  Let  not  that  perfon, 
whofe  bofom  is  perplexed 
with  doubts  and  difficulties^ 
fondly  imagine  he  fhall  ob¬ 
tain  any  acceflions  of  know¬ 
ledge  and  happinels  from  that 
Being,  whofe  bouncy  he  im- 
pioufly  queftions. 

8  A  man  of  this  duplicity 
and  irrefolution  is,  through¬ 
out  the  whole  of  his  actions , 
perpetually  the  fport  of  ca¬ 
price  and  inconfiftency. 

9  Let  the  Chriflian,  who 
fills  an  humble  and  obfeure 
ftation,  exult  in  the  elevation 

which  Chriftianity  hath  given 

him; 


io  and  let  the  -rich  and 
opulent  Chriftian  glory  iq 
that  depreflion  and  indigence, 
to  which  he  i$  reduced  by  an 

attachment  to  his  religion-* 

For  the  rich  man  and  his 
riches  are  as  tranfient  and 
momentary  as  a  precarious 
fhort-lived  flower ; 

ii  The  fun  rifes,  attains 

his  meridian*  darts  his  fcorch- 
ing  beams  upon  it,  its  nutri¬ 
ment  is  exhjaufted,  its  item 
is  parched  and  dried,  its  beau¬ 
teous  variegated  leaves  fan- 
gui/h  and  drop,  and  its  once 
vivid  colours  are  loft  for  ever 
-rthus  fading  and  •  tranfitory. 
are  the  opulqnr  and  their  opu¬ 
lence, 

i  z  Happy  the  Chriflian* 
who  meets  afflictions  and  fuf- 
ferings  with,  fortitude !  —  for 
his  virtue  having  Uluftrioufly 

flood  this  cefl,  and  triumphed 

over  every  hiuman  oppofltion, 
the  judge  will  encircle  his 
temples  with  Chat  glorious 

wreath  of  immortality*  which 

Qod  hath  promifed  to  dif- 
penfe  to  all  his  fincere  and 
virtuous  votaries. 

$ — 13  Let  no  perfon, 
when  he  is.  folicited  to  per* 
pet  rate  any  thing  criminal 

Q,  3  &Y — 1 


r  , ,  ■  .  Kf ft  0!  oXAoti  Aamv, 

AAAori  ffgirtmv  tn]3aXXir»i  ft;  otw  fX9?ip, 

ILxxlaMt  (T  fJMtrf jS't’  vw;  if  «  ijvtf  xvpx 

£tArjT<*i, 

Off  tan.  Pljct  lib.  ii.  vf-  <93,  Rititn . 


430  General  Epljlk  Chap,  i, 

*  _ 

fay —  “  It  is  God;  who  urgt-s  17  r  Every  blefiing  we  en- 
me  to  commit  this” — for  the  joy,  and  every  diftinguifhid 
mind  of  the  Divinity  is  un-  felicity  we  tafte,  is  derived 
contaminated  with  vice,  nci-  from  a  celeftial  fourcc,  and 
ther  does  he  teducc  any  man  defcends  to  us  from  the  great 
into  guilt.  Parent  of  light,  who  emits 

14  But  then,  and  then  from  himfeif  a  moft  pure  and 
only,  is  every  perfon  tempt-  permanent  radiance,  fubjett 
ed,  when  he  follows  the  lead  to  no  *  variation,  liable  to  no 
of  his  own  fenfual  appetites,  obfcurity  or  the  lead  diminu- 
and  fuffers  himfeif  tp  be  pre-  tion. 

vailed  upon  bv  the  s  blandilh-  18  Prompted  folely  by  his 
rtVent  or  his  irregular  defires  eflential  benevolence,  he  hath 
and  affb&ions.  informed  us  with  new  life, 

15  The  fenfual  appetite  by  means  of  the  facred  truths 
having,  in  this  manner  only,  of  the  gofpel — that  we  might 
become  pregnane  with  the  be  the  firft  fruits  of  his  new 
feeds  of  guilt,  is  afterwards  moral  creation. 

delivered  of  vice  —  and  vice,  1 9  Wherefore,  my  dear 
having  attained  its  full  mi*  fellow-Ctariftians,  let  every 
turity,  generates  eternal  man  be  prompt  to  hear,  deli- 
death:  berate  in  fpeaking,  not  prone 

§— 16  My  dear  Chriftian  to  paffion  : 
brethren,  let  no  peitfon  feduce  20  for  the  paifion  of  man 
you  into  fata!  errors.  doth  not  promote  that  fanc- 

tity 

<*  4c A  ^eaotifhl  and  expreffive  word,  frequently  applied  to 
&hea  that  are  allured  by  the  bait.  tc,  he  allured  the  fifk* 

Clem -  Alexandrinus ,  p.  i  >  Edit.  Paris.  16*29,  Platcf  in  *Tim<£09  calh  pleaftr^ 
the  bait  of  evil,  Stx tag  ‘rav  xctxa-p*  Divinus  Plate  efcam  makrum  appella: 
volaptattm,  quod  c  a  videlicet  homines  Cepiantur,  at  hamo  pifees,  Geers 
dt  Stnefiut**  capw  13. 

/  Sl4f*  ieeti  *Vx3ji  ij  va.F  jf  wfttfM  ti*wsn  This  is  an  elegant  hexameter 
verfe,  and  probably  a  quotation  from  feme  of  the  antieat  poets  now  loft. 

Eufrijpfiav  jun  •arfUtror  Aifxaiusy  rout  A&twrtoXi  or*  tsrairr^  ayaSoj 

JSptijptf  aitrs  tj 9  Shorn  tyvru  < pvXaxtc .  Dionjf*  Ha  Hear*  lib.  iu 

tm.  1.  p.  1 19. 

*  HdfaXKA'yv  n  simr xiac/xa*  Tbefc  arc  afironttnual  terms. 

IXxf&XXayn*  the  parallax:  Tf*vn$  die  tropic:  air WKMurjuct,  Jh*d<nv9 
hence  the  a/’ai,  omfbifiii,  beterq/ai  of  the  antUnix ;  See  Strabo's  firft  book 
of  Geography* 

H  'sritfuv  f^aTitjcriv  rfomsnv* 

Oppian*  Venat*  lib.  I,  vf.  124,  Ritters. 


Chap,  ii,  of  J  a  M  fi  8.  %\i 

tity  and  holinefs  which  God  j  icribes,  (hall  in  reward  of  his 
requires.  I  uniform  .  practice  and  obe- 

2 1  Divert:  yourfclves,  there- 1  dience  be  finally  rccompenfed 
fore,  of  every  criminal  habit,  I  with  an  happy  immortality, 
and  of  every  depraved  affix- 1  j 16  If  any  perfon  among 

tion,  and  liften  with  lenity  I  you  afiumes  an  appearance  of 
and  candour  to  the  revealed  I  fingular  fanflity,  while  at  the 
do&rinc  of  facred  truth,  which  j  fame  time  he  is  not  able  to 
will  infallibly  fecure  the  ever-  I  curb  and  govern  his  tongue — 
lading  (alvation  of  your  fouls.  1  all  this  man’s  extraordinary 

2  2  But  let  thefe  divine  I  pretenfions  to  religion  are 
principles  lhine  in  your  daily  I  abfurd  and  vifionary, 
practice,  and  be  not  the  mere  I  27  The  only  religion,  which 
nominal  profelTors  of  them—  I  is  pure  and  genuine,  and 
a  mod  wretched  and  fatal  1  which  God  the  fnpreme  Fa- 
felf-delufion !  I  ther  regards  as  faultlefs  and 

23  For  he,  who  is  a  mere  1  perfclt,  confifts  in  a  charita- 

auditor,  and  not  an  obferver,  I  ble  “  fuper  ime  nden  ce  and  guar^ 
of  thele  heavenly  truths,  is  I  dianfliip  of  thp :  orphan  and 
like  a  man,  who  gases  upon  I  widow  in  their  diftrefies, 
his  reflected  image  in  a  mir-  I  and  keeping  one’s  felf  un- 
ror.  I  polluted  with  the  vices  of  the 

24  He  takes  a  t  ran  fieri*  1  world, 
furvey  of  his  perfon  —  mixes  J 
again  with  the  world  —  and  ) 

inrtantly  forgets  the  form  and  1  C  H  A  P,  II. 

features  he  hath  juft  been  I 

fondly  admiring.  I  (  Tk  ft Y  dear  fellow-Chri- 

2  5  But  he  who  hath  at-  I  X  fcans,  -let  not  your 
rained  a  clear  and  intimate  I  proteflion  of  die  gofpel  of 
perception  of  the  *  perfeft  I  Jefus  Chrift  our  glorious  Go- 
law  of  complete  liberty,  and  j  verqour  be  accompanied  with 
makes  it  the  invariable  rule  |  partiality,  rand  peribnal  pre- 
of  his  conduit,  this  perfon,  j  poftelfions. 
not  being  a  fupine  and  inac- 1  2  For  fliould  there  enter 

tentivc  hearer,  but  a  conftant  I  into  your  afiembly  a  perfon 
obferver  of  the  duties  it  pre?  J  arrayed  in  a  magnificent  and 

4  fplendid 

*  The  gofpel. 

"  ErtrxiT'itebw,  not  to  vifii,  but  10  take  the  overcharge  of  them  ;  hence 
the  word  JfemtttrO*.  Afpoifmcrr^  fwm*  Xcvsgb. 

Memr .  p,  133,  Oxen.  1741, 


i%i  Vhe  General  Epiftk  Chap,  if, 

fplendid  drefs,  with  a  bril-  and  contumely !— Do  not  the 
liant  diamond  fparkling  on  I  rich  and  great  domineer  and 
his  hand  —  and  fhould  there  j  tyrannize  over  you  ? —  Don’t 
enter,  at  the  fame  time,  a  I  they  with  unfeeling  cruelty, 
man  in  a  mean  and  fordid  [  and  injuftice  drag  you  before 
habit :  I  courts  of  judicature  ? 

3  Your  eyes  beihg  inftant-  ]  7  Don’t  they  load  with 

ly  attracted  by  the  luftre  of  I  every  opprobrious  infult  and 
this  fuperb  veft,  fhould  you  I  calumny  that  glorious  and 
immediately  introduce?  the  I  honourable  name  you  bear  ? 
perfon  thus  fumptUoufly  ha-  I  8  Were  your  condudt  per- 
bited  into  the  beft  feat  —  but  I  fe&ly  conformable  to  that 
turning  to  the  poor  man,  con-  1  fupremely  excellent  and  w 
temptuOufly  fay  tb  him  —  [  capital  maxim  —  Thou  fhalt 
Itand  you  there — of— fit  you  Jlove  thy -neighbour  as  thyfelf 
here  under  my  footftooh  1  — your  behaviour  would  be 

4  Is  not  this  a  flagrant  I  irreproachable : 

partiality  in  you  ?  -  Is  not  I  9  but  fince  you  make  odi- 

this  a  criminal  conduit,  which  j  ous'  partial  diftindtions  be- 
your  minds,  at  the  fame  time,  j  tween  one  perfon  and  another, 
generoufly  condemn  ?-  ]  your  demeanour  is  highly 

-  5>-Coi>fider,  my  dear  fel-  1  criminal,  and  you  Hand  con- 
low-Chriftians,  ferioufly  con-  Ividted  by  the  law  as  having 
iider,  hath  noc  God  diftin-  I  violated  your  duty, 
guifhed  with  evangelical  blef- j  10  For  he,  who  fhould 
flogs  the  poor  and  indigent  j  uniformly  obferve  the  whole 
in  this  life — indigent,  indeed,  j  law  in  its  ultimate  extent, 
in  worldly  cirGumftancej,  but  land  yet  wilfully  infringe  a 
poflcfli ng  the  ihexhauftible  I  Angle  precept,  doth  wickedly 
- treafures; of  the  gofpel,  and  [violate  the  authority  of  him 
the  deftined  happy  heirs  of  |by  w.hom  the  whole  l'yftem 
that  illuftrious  kingdom,  j  was  enafted  : 
which  God  hath  pnomiled  to  j  11  For  the  fame  autho- 
thofe  who  love  him  f  I  rity,  which  prohibited  adul> 

6  And  yet'  you  tan  treat  1  tery,  prohibited  murder— but 
the  poor  man  with  contempt.  I  though  you  are  not  guilty  of 

debauchery , 

v  Ctf jouxflF*  The  Gmk  writers  not  infrequently  ufe  £cu to 

expreft  any  thing  fepcrlatiwcly  txctlltnt ,  or  tmlnentfy  good*  H  yaf  tm 
fixe* mart  £  CttctiiXM*'  Ttes  toad  that  led  over  the  hills  was, 

mineuily  'good:  OioicL  SictHux,.  p:  6671  Edit*' Rfodriti,  Baiiaix*’  i'a*  */  tvt* 

tfyw  ew«  Martyr *  Jfolog*  2*  p*  Ox$n.  Vide  Grtfa  in  /ocm 


Chap.  iit  cf  J  a  m  e  8# 

debauchery,  yet  if  you  per-  ( every  felicity  attend  you  l 
pecrate  murder,  you  become  I  We  affectionately  wifr  youy 
a  rran  fgrefior  of  the  law.  ihiveriog  limbs  may  be  <de- 

1 2  Do  you  fo  regulate  all  fended  from’  the-  cold,  and 

your  words,  and  all  your  ac-  ;  your  extreme  hunger  aban¬ 
dons,  as  thofe,  who  will  fi-  dandy  fatisfied — and  you  thus 
nally  be  judged  for  your  con-  dilmife  them  without  con¬ 
formity  or  nonconformity  to.  tribucing  aim  thing  co.  foftea 
that  divine  religion  which  the  rigour  of  their  wretched? 
hath  vindicated  us  into  com-  nefs — Would  thefe  fair  empty 
piece  liberty.  profefilona  of  yours  be  of  any 

13  Ac  that  tribunal  no  ferviceto  them  ? 
companion  vfill  be  extended  17  Juft  fuch  is  faith  when 
to  him  who  once  lived  a  I  unaccompanied  with  good 
itranger  to  compafljon — but  J  works  — -  feparate  from  thefe 
in  that  folemn  day  the  mer-  [  it  is  a  dead  pnanitnating  ufe- 
ciful  and  benevolent  frail  1  lefs  principle* 

exult  and  triumph  *.  I  j  #  But  tny  opponent  will 

§-—14  Of  what  advantage  I  here  fay  —  **  J  have  faith  — 
is  it  for  any  perfon  to  fey—- 1  and  you  have  works*' — Ma* 
I  am  endowed  with  faith — •  I  nifell  then,  I  reply,  the.  gc- 
if  at  the  fame  time  he  be  de-  1  nuinenefs  of  your  faith  by 
ftitute  of  good  works  —  Can  J  works  of  virtue  —  as  I  fralf 
a  mere  fpeculative  principle  j  myfelf  difplay  the  Sincerity 
entitle  him  to  falvation  ?  j  of  mine  in  this  manner. 

15  Should  a  Chriftian  of!  19  You  believe,  for  ex-, 
either  fex  prefent  themfelyes  J  ample,  in  the  unity  of  God 
before  you,  emaciated  with  j  1 — Undoubtedly  you  are  righp 
famine,  clad  in  a  wretched  j  — but  what  merit  is  this?— 
and  fordid  habit,  totally  .de-  j  the  demons  themfelves  be¬ 
lli  tute  of  the  daily  neceftaries  |  lieye  in  the  divine  exiftenco; 
of  life  :  I  and  frudder  with  horror,  at 

id  and  (hould  you  thus  1  the  y  thought, 
accoft  thefe  miferable  fpecr  I  20  Art  thou,  0  vain  morr 
tacks —  Depart,  and  may  Ital!  averfe  to  learn,  that  faith, 

I  con- 

s 

*  K*TstJ!4vX«T*i  v>KS  Hp mart.  Mercy  will  then  glory  and  exult  amidft 
the  felcmnities  of  judgment. 

r  From  a  refieftiori,  that  though  now  under  confinement,  yet  there  will 
come  a  time  when  they  will  be  throws  into  tbt  lake  that  burnt  with  fire  and 

Sec  Rrvtlatm  chzp<  XX. 
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Chap.  iii. 


considered  abstractedly  from  ■  tainec 
good  works,  is  a  dead  and  I  rated 
insignificant  thing  ?  I  a  6 

•a  i  Was  not  Abraham,  I  when 
our  illuftrious  ancestor,  ho- 1  only 
noured  by  the  Deity  with  di- 1  of  fa 
ftinguilhed  privileges  in  con*  I  faith, 
Sequence  Solely  of  his  works,  I  work 
when  in  obedience  to  the  di-  I  princi 
vine  injunction  he  offered  up  I 
his  only  fon  upon  the  altar  ?.  I 
22  You  See,  in  this  Signal  I 
iflftance,  how1  the  faith  he  1 1  T" 
repofed  in  God  influenced  hi#  I  I 
actions,  and  how  .eminently  I  bers, 
bis  faith  was  perfected  by  hU  I  publi 
active  obedience,  I  tors  - 

15  And  thei  feripture  was  I  latior 
now  fully  verified,  which  (will 
faith —  “  Abraham  believed  S  more 


God,  and  it  was  accounted 
to  him  for- righteoufnefs,  and 
he  was  denominated  the  friend 
of  God. 

24  From  which  this  con¬ 
clusion evidently  refiilts,  That 
it  is  good  works,  and  not  faith 
Iblely,  that  will  entitle  a  man 
to  final  fakhtfion. 

25  Was  not  Raab  the  har- 
lotaHo  refeued  from  the  ge¬ 
neral"  defttti&ioft  of  her  city 
in  confequence  finely  of  her 
good  works— -when  tfhe  enter- 


&  ^ 

tated  their  efcape  ? 

1 6  For  as  an  human-  body, 
when  uninformed  with  life,  is 
only  a  torpid  and  inert  mafs 
of  fenfeleft  matter  —  juft  fo 
faith,  unconnected  with  good 
works,  is  a  dead  unanimated 
principle. 

CHAP.  111. 

K  1P\0  not  you,  my  bre- 
1  J  thren,  in  Such  num¬ 
bers,  afieCl  the  character  of 
public  teachers  and  instruc¬ 
tors  —  perfuaded  that  a  vio¬ 
lation  of  this  arduous  Station 
Will  filially  expole  us  to  a 


nifhment. 

2  For  in  many  instances 
we  all  of  us  infringe  our  duty 
—he  who  has  attained  a  due 
government  over  his  words, 
that  perfon  has  acquired  a 
very  exalted  degree  of  per¬ 
fection—  Such  an  one  is  able 
to  rein  in  and  controul  all  bis 
animal  appetites  and  fenfual 
affeCtions, 

9  Into  the  mouth  of  the 
*  need  the  Skill  of  mortals 
hath  inferted  the  bit,  by  which 

his 


Zj*  iufy  %a\tvtf  f  « ict  ■  rovf-  Hvpwfuvtvs 
lvTMK  nor afw&tmtf, 

,  Sefboclu  Antig.  483. 

AtuvjT  av  pa  xusaf,  nnriXaw  Sn 

hnrtn-  t&wm  nqp tfmfVfa 

QtfMUh,Fttiat.  lib.  i.  95.  RUte 


Chap.  ill. 


if  J  a  it  b  s* 


by  which 
and  im- 


his  impetuofity  is  reftramcd 
and  broken,  and 

his  whole  rob uft 
menfe  body  is  flexibly  guided 
and  turned. 

4  Ships  too,  though  of 
fuch  a  vaft  and  enormous 
fixe,  and  which  are  agitated 
and  toffcd  at  the  mercy  of 
furious  blafts,  are  yet  by  a 
very  fmail  rudder  fleered  and 
directed  to  what  port  foever 
the  pilot  deftines  them, 

5  Juft  fo  the  tongue. is  but 
a  fmail  and  inconsiderable 
member  in  the  human  fyftcm, 

et  what  bctomHeft  and  exor- 

itant  boafts  it  utters !  Be- 
old!  what  an  immenfe  fa* 


brie  a  *  little  fine  involves  in 

flames! 

6  The  tongue  is  a  wild 
and  furious  fire —  the  tongue 
is  a  world  of  iniquity  — -  the 
tongue,  though  ib  diminutive 
a  member,  infers  with  ita 
poifonous  contagion  the  whole 
moral  fyftcm  ■—  the  tongue 
throws  into  rapid  flames  the 
b  wheel  of  human  life  — *  and 
was  itfelf  flrft  kindled  from 
infernal  Bren. 

7  For  every  Ipecies  of 
beafts,  of  birds,  of  reptiles, 
and  even  the  ferocity  of  fea 
animals,  both  in  the  prefent, 
and  in  the>  paft  uge$,  hath 
been  c  tamed  by  humankind. 

2  But 


Ovt*  rtf  vnaxif  wafcQ*  rfcoy  n  ymuert ,  . 

tvyMtfurhmv  dptnrerat  mft  ism*. 

Offi an.  Fife,  lib.  v.  49s* 

*  ■  IlaXAav  r  oftt  Wg  if  n^» 

tv$epov  ett fwn  pJutv. 
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8  But  the  rage  and  fierce-  ■  the  gcnumenefs  of  his  attain? 

nefs  of  the  tongue  will  ever  I  ments  by  a  life  of  uniform 
defy  mortal  ability  to  footh  I  virtue,  and  by  an  unaffuming 
and  foften — it  is  an  evil  im- 1  meeknefs  and  candour, 
pofiible  to  be  reftrained  and  I  14  But  if  you  mutually 
quelled  -*•  it  is  replete  with  I  indulge  and  cherifh  bitter 
deadly  poifon.  j  difcords  and  virulent  animo- 

9  By  it  do  we  utter  prayers  I  fities  in  your  hearts,  exult 
and  praifes  to  the  Divinity,  I  not  in  your  knowledge — your 
our  l'upreme  Parent  —  by  it  I  pretences  to  truth  and  wifdom 
do  we  pour  execrations  upon  I  are  falfc  and  delufory. 

our  fellow-creatures,  who  are  I  1 5  A  wifdom,  which  can 
formed  in  kis  image  !  I  prompt  and  inftigate  to  fuch 

10  Out  of  the  fame  mouth  I  principles,  and  fuch  a  con- 

proceed  the  effufioni  of  piety  I  duft  as  this,  is  not  derived 
ahd  the  bitternefs  of  impreca?  J  from  a  celeftial  original —  it 
tion !  — What  an  enortnoufly  is  earthly,  fenfual,  devilifh. 
criminal  inconfiftenty  is  this,  16  Becaufe  where,  rancour 
my  brethren !  and  animofity  reign,  there* is 

1  *  Doth  a  fountain  emit  anarchy,  confufion,  and  every 
fweet  and  bitter  water  from  atrocious, and  deffcru&ive  evil. 

the  fame  fourcef  17  But  that  wifdom,  which 

#  «  /  »  ■  # 

12  Can  a  fig-tree,  my  bre-  is  of  heavenly  origin  is  chafte, 
thren,  bear  olives,  or,  a  vine  is  the  parent  of  harmony,  is 
bear  figs  ?  as  impqffible,  as  candid  and  moderate,  is  mild 
the  falutary  and  Infalutary  j  and  obfequious,  is  replete 
itream  to  Sow  from  the  fame  j  with  mercy  and  benignity,  is 
fountain.  I  free  from  partiality,  free  from 

§—13  Is  there  any  perfon  j  affedUfion. 
among  you  pofiefied  of  fupe- 1  (8  And  the  feeds,  which 

rior  knowledge  and  under- 1  produce  ihe  fair  fruits  of  vir- 
ftanding  ?  —  let  him  difplay  *  tue  and  harmony,  are  Town 

by 

■  On  yxf  vt  tnXn  KaSvmpTtpv  jwiC 

povMict  If vrtti^ofuv  c&ataroifiv. 

*Qwwf  fu¥  W  optirtpi  6»n*  arftr&  fyjnrcts 

Qnpaf  v7T(f>^)<«Xovc  Gporfa*  trfiitrsv  1  tsvx  it 

Otwtw  ntpt  iwtwna 

EiXc,  Vip  t%u»  fopaf’  wit  Xiovra 

•  fvmrr  aynnpv  if»fit(uwt,  k,  r.  X. 

Oftian,  Pi/t,  lib.  v.  It.  <?r. 


Chap.  iv. 
fty  thofe  who  cultivate  thefe 

amiable  qualities. 

CHAP.  IV, 

i  TTf  Hence  arile  thofe 

YY  wars  and  battles, 
in  which  you  fo  furioufly  en-. 
gage  ? — Have  they  not  their 
fource  in  thofe  depraved  -ap¬ 
petites  and  paffions  which 
conflict  in  your  bofoms  ? 

2  You  are  paflionate  for  4 
liberty,  but  cannot  regain  it 
— you  embrue  your  hands  in 
blood,  and  cherifh.the  hitter* 
eft  refentments,  yet  you  can¬ 
not  acquire  it  —  you  fight 
battles,  and  kindle  the  flames 
of  war,  yet  you  enjoy  not 
this  blefling,  becaufe  you  do 
not  yourfelves  pioufly  folicit 
it  from  the  Almighty, 

3  You  do,  indeed,  implore 
this  blefling,  but  you  are  not 
put  into  the  poflefliou  of  It, 
becaufe  the  petitions  you  pre¬ 
fer  td  heaven  for  it  proceed 
from  depraved  minds  that 
would  expend  it  in  the  pur- 
fuit  of  every  criminal  lenfua- 
lity  and  indulgence. 

§ — 4  Ye  adulterers,  and 
adultereffes,  know  you  nor* 
that  a  ftate  of  friendfhip  with 
a  profligate  world  is  a  ftate 
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of  hoftility  ‘  againft  God 
He  who  commences  the  friend 
of  a  vicious  world,  commences 
the  foe.  of  God. 

5  Doth  the  fcriptures  re- 
monftrate,  think  you,  with¬ 
out  any  juft  caufe  againft  fach 
principles  as  thefe  ?  Doth  the 
holy  Spirit,  which  refideth  in 
us,  mitigate  us  to  envy  oner 
another  ? 

6  That  Spirit  lheweth  us- 
greater  favour*—  agreeable  to 
the  following  declaration  in- 
fcripture —  M  The  Almighty 
oppofeth  the  proud,  but  im¬ 
parts  his  favour  to  the  hum*' 

ble.  ” 

7  Refign  yourfelves,  there¬ 
fore,  to  the  Almighty  with 
placid  fuhmSflion — Defeat  the 
attacks  of  the  fatfe  accufer, 
and  he  will  ceafe  to  aflail 

you. 

8  Approach  the  Divinity, 
and  he  will  vouchfafe  you  his 
propitious  prefence — Acquire 
purity  of  mind,  ye  tinners, 
and  fan&ity  of  heart,  ye  in- 
fincere : 

9  lament  and  deplore  your 
crimes  with  the  deepeft  re- 
mo  r  fe  and  compun&ton — let 
your  chearfulnefs  be  convert¬ 
ed  into  forrow,  your  joy  into 
the  *  moft  abject  grief. 

to  With  the  profoundeft 

humility 


of  James. 


*  The  Jews  ahveyt  fupported  the  Roman  yoke  with  great  reluctance, 
hut  at  this  time  cfptciaihr  were  inflamed  with  the  moft  vehement  paflton 
to  regain  their  iibtrty,  See  .Jtfitplw. 
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a 


humility  pro  {Irate  your  fe  Ives 
before  the  Almighty,  and  he 

will  raifir  and  forgive  you. 

1 1  My  fellow  Chriftians, 
do  not  propagate  calumnies 
one  agajofl:  another — he  who 
pubtickly  fixes  a  note  of  in¬ 
famy  upon,  his  Chriftian  bro¬ 
ther,  and  cenfures  his  bro¬ 
ther,  doth,  in  effect,  reproach 
the  Chriftian  law,  and  con¬ 
demn  the  authority  that  en- 
a&ed  it-r-but  if  you  thus,  in- 
direftly,  cenfore  the  Chriftian 
law*  you  no  longer  merit  to 
be  fuled  a  virtuous  obferver 
of  it,  but  a  magifterial  judge 

of  it. 

iz  There  b  one  great  law. 
giver  who  is  able  go  lave  the 
foul  and  to  deftroy  it  —  who 
art  thou  who  arrogantly  pre- 
fumeft  to  pais  fentefee  on  thy 
Chriftian  brother  ? 

§ — 13  What  impious 
prei'utnptkm  b  thejrc  in  the 
following  language  —  “  To¬ 
day,:  or  to-morrow,  we  will 
certainly  travel  to  foch .  a  par¬ 
ticular  city  —  we  will  refide 
there  an  yedr*  wifi  devote 
ourfelves  to  commerce;  and 
accumulate  wealth.’* 

14  Alas!  you  know  not 
what  events  to-morrow's  fun 
may  fee  1  for  what  :b  the  life 
of  mortals  ?  — -  it  b  a  light 
fantastic  Vapour,  which  ap-i 
pears  for  one  moment,  2nd' 


the  next  is  utterly  diffipated 
and  loft ! 

*5  Inllead  of  this  fooiifli 
prefumption  your  language 
ought  to  be  —  4*  With  the 
divine  permifiion,  if  life  is 
mercifully  continued,  we  will 
engage  in  fuch  and  fuch  a 
purfuit, 

16  Hut  now  you  vainly 
exult  in  your  arrogant  confi¬ 
dence  —  fuch  exul  cation  as 
this  is  highly  criminal. 

17  He,  who  is  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  his  duty,  and  yet 
wilfully  violates  it,  his  guilt 
b  highly  aggravated. 

V 

CHAP.  V. 

a 

*  Ye*  who'  are  in  opu- 

lent  circumftances, 
for  I  now  addrefs  myfelf  to 
you,  deplore  in  piercing  ac¬ 
cents  of  grief  and  forrow  the 
mifcrbs  that  are  4  now  im¬ 
pending  over  you. 

2  Your  once  Ihining  heaps 
aye  covered  with  ruft  •,  and 
your  fumptuous  robes  are  the 

prey  of  moths. 

3  Your  piles  of  gold  and 
filyer  are  cankered  *,  and  their 
canker  (hall  proclaim  to  the 
world  your  wickednefs  —  for 
ft;  {hall  invade  your  bodies 
like  an  Inextinguilhable  flame 
—  You  have  accumulated 

treafures 


*  Tbs  deftitt&ioti  of  jfen&lcsi. 
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we  a  fu  n?s  at  the  immediate  a thrcn,  die  fame  patient  com-* 
clofe  of  the  Jewifli  polity.  Ipoftwe,  and  arm  youTminda 

4  Behold !  the  wages  you  I  with  intrepid  fortitude  and 
contracted  to  pay  thofe  poor  I  fteadinefe — for  the  coming  of 
unhappy  labourers  who  reap- 1  our  Lord  ia  at  hand. 

ed  your  rich  harvefts,  but  of  I  9  Do  not,  my  brethren# 
which  with  unfeeling  hearts  1  mutually  indulge  murmuring 
you  have  defrauded  them,  cry  I  and  repining  thoughts,  left 
againft  you-*  but  the  doleful  [you  juftly  expofc  yourJHves; 
cries  of  thefe  unfortunate  S  to  condemnation  —  Behold  t 
wretches  have  reached  the  I  the  judge  uandeth  before  the 
ears  of  that  Being  who  will  j  door ! 
avenge  the  opprefied.  1  10  Fropofe,  my  feUow- 

5  You  have  traveled  a  gay  I  Cbriftians,  as  a  pattern  for 
circle  of  luxury  and  fenfual  |  your  imitation  the  indexible 
pleafure  — and  each  day  with  I  conftancy  and  invincible  pa- 
you  hath  pafled  like  the  fo- 1  tience  of  thofe  antient  pro- 
lemn  and  joyous  fertival.  |  phe&s,  who  Were  inverted  with 

6  It  was  you  who  capitally  |  a  divine  cofjisuflkwu 

condemned,  it  was  you  who!  tt  We  rtile  thofe  happy 
murdered  that f  holy  Perion  I  who  meet  their  fuflferings  with 
—  Is  he  not  now  drawing  up  I  intrepidity  -*—You  have  heard 
his  armies  in  *  array  agatnft  I  of  the  patience  of  Jobfc  and 
you  ?  I  you  are  no.  ftrangers  to  the 

§ — 7  Wait,  my  Chriftian  |  final  deliverance  he  received 
brethren,  the  glorious  advent  j  from  that  Being,  who  is  in- 

of  our  Lord  in  patient  ex- 1  finitely  eompaflionate  and  bo* 
pedlarion  —  the  hufbandman  I  nigh, 
waits  the  golden  harvert  with  I  12  Suffer  me-<anwftly  to 
refigned  corapofute  —  com- 1  entreat  you*  my  fclJow-Chri-> 
mitring  his  feed  to  the  ground,  J  (tians,  to  abftain  from  all 
and  brooding  over  k  with  in- 1  oaths— calling  neither  heaven 
vincible  patience  till  it  receive  1  nor  earth  to  witnefs  your  ve- 
the  early  and  latter  rains.  I  racity,  or  tiling  any  other 

8  Do  you  cherilh,  my  bre- J  form  of  adjuration  whatever 

—but 

f  JESUS  CHRIST. 

*  Ok*  dfTtTctttmci  uwr-  I  owe  this  criticifm  to  the  late  learned  and. 
worthy  Mr.  Garditur  of  Chtfttr.  It  appears  from  feveral  padages  in  this 
EpifUe,  that  the  troubUs  in  Judea,  were  begun  when  this  Epiftle  was  writ¬ 
ten.  t Mety  mtitamu)  tOTiTdf&T&mos  are  military  terms,  and  lignify  to 
arrange^  marjhal  and  difpoje  an  army. 


General  Epiftk  of  j  a  m  e  s.  Chip,  v, 

—but '  let  your  converfation  g  your  criminal  irregularities 
be  conduced  with  the  great-  [  may  be  removed — The  prayer 
eft-  plainnefs,  ufing  only  a  I  of  a  good  man,  flowing  from 
%mple  -  affirmation  or  denial  I  an  immediate  impulfe  of  the 
— left  you  juftly  incur  the  di- 1  fpiritj  hath  the  greateft  effi-/ 
vine  difpleafure.  [  cacy. 

t§  Is  any  of  you  over- 1  17  Elias,  for  example,  was 

whelmed  in  furrow  f  let  him  I  compofed  of  the  fame  perifh- 
fupplicate  God  4n  (prayer—^  I  ing  materials  as  ourfelves,yec 
Is  any  inlpired  with  ehearful- 1  he  implored  the  Almighty 
nefs  f  let-  its  effu fions  fto w- in  I  with  great  fervency  that  it 
facred  odes.  I  mighr-  not  rain—  his  prayer 

14  Doth-  any  lajbpor  under  |  was  heard,  and  no  rain  fell 
a  dangerous  fodlfpofition l  let  I  upon  the  land  for  three  years 
him  fend  for- the  fetfior  Cbri- 1  and  an  half. 

1  H 

ftians,  and  let  them  pray  over  I  18  He  prayed  a  fecond 
him,  after  haying  anointed  [  time,  and  the  rain  diftilled  to 
him'  with  oil  according  to  the  I  refrefhing  (howers,  and  the 
exprefs  h  dire&ion  of  Chrift :  I  earth  was  clothed  with  its 

15  and  their  prayef,  flow- 1  wonted  verdure  and  fertility.  - 

ing  from  a  mind  fully  per-!  19  My  fellow-Chriftiaris, 
ffiaded  Of  his  powerful  ener-  I  if  any  among  you  deviate 
gy,  fhall  efftfl  his  recovery*  j  from  the  truth,  and  another 
and  the -Lord  Jefos  (hall  in- 1  reconduct  him  into  the  path; 
ftantanOoufly  reftore  him  to  I  he  had  reli  nqutfhed  : 
perfect  health,  and  If  he  hath  1  20  let  fuch  an  one  know, 

been- guilty  of  any  immora- 1  that  he*  who  reclaims  a  fin- 
lity,  it  fhall  be  forgiven  him.  I  ner  from  his  fatal  error,  will 

Confefe  your  crimes  |  refeue  a  foul  from  eternal 
one  to  another,  and  pray  One  I  deftru&ion,  and  prove  the 
for  another,  that  the  difor- 1  hkppy  means  of  cancelling- 
ders  mili&ed  upon  you  for  i  its  numerous  crimes; 

*  See  frlarly  chap.  vi. 


The 


The  Firft  Epiftle  of  Petejrl. 

CHAP.  I.  |  ed,  unpolluted,  unfading  — * 

_  I  reserved  ip  the  celeftial  re- 

*  B  "A  E  T  E  R  an  apoftle  I  gions  For  ycju, 

of  Jefus  Chrift,  to  the  I  5  who,  in  cohfequence  of 

JL  Chriftian  ftrangers  in  l  your  reception  of  Chriftiani- 
rheir  difperfion  in  the  feveral  j  ty*  are,  by  the  powerful  pro* 
regions  of  Pdntus,  Galatia,  I  te&ion  of  Qod,  guarded  and 
Cappadocia,  Minor  Afia,  and  j  fuperinrendqd,  in  order  that 
Bkhynia :  li  you  may  finally  attain  this 

2  who,  in  purfuance  of  I  felicity,,  which  ftiall  be  mod 
the  original  defign  of  God  [giorioufly  Conferred  at  the 
rhe  fupreme  Father,  have  been  j  confummatipn  of  all  things : 
diftinguifhed  with  fignal  pri- r  6  In  the  pofiefliori  of  which 
vi leges  by  having  the  feleCt  I  bleflednefs  you  will  then  exult 
gifts  of  the  Spirit  imparted  I  and  triumph,  though,  at  pre- 
to  you  —  in  order  that  you  I  fenc,  in  this  traniient  life  you 
fnould  obey  the  gofpel,  and  I  conflict,  for  a  little  while* 
have  your  minds  figuratively  I  with  a  Variety  of  lorrows  and 
fprinkled  with  the  effufion  of  I  fufferings  —  with  which"  it  is* 
the  blood  of  Jefus  Chrift  —  I  highly  propfer  you  ihould  be 
May  every  favour  and  felici- 1  exerciied, 

iy,  in  the  ampleft  meafure,  I  7  in  order  that,  as  the  pu- 
be  difpenfed  to  you !  I  rity  of  gold,  and  other  pcrilh- 

3  For  ever  blefled  be  the  |  ing  metals,  are  efiayed  by. 
God  and  Father  of  ouf  Lord  I  the  fire  5  for  your  principles, 
Jdus  Chrift,  who,  prompted  I  which  are  of  infinitely  uipe- 
by  his  immenfe  compaffioii,  I  rior  worth,  being  brought  to 
hath  tranflated  us  into  a  new  I  this  ceft  and  proved  genuine, 
ft  ate  of  being,  having  en-  I  might  finally  (ecu re  the  high- 
kindled  in  our  bofomS  the  I  eft  prailes,  honours,  and  ac- 
ani  mating  hope  of  an  happy  I  clamations  at  the  glorious 
immortality,  by  means  of  the  I  advent  of  our  Lord  Jefus 
jrefurreition  of  Jefus  Chrift  j  Chrift, 

from  the  dead  I  I  3  which  divine  Perfon, 

4  making  us  the  cxpe&ants  I  though  you  never  personally 
of  an  happinefs  undiminifh- 1  knew,  is  yet  the  objeCt  of 

.  Vol.1L  R  your 
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your  love  —  and  though  you  down  upon  them  from  hea- 
do  not  now  behold  him,  yet  ven — tranfattions  fo  aftonifh- 
fully  convinced  of  his  divine  ing  and  fublime,  even  the 
million  and  chara&er,  you  angels  themlelves  indulge  an 
exult  with  glorious  and  in-  ardent  palTion  intimately  to 
effabk  transports.  explore. 

9  perfuaUed  that  the  vir-  .  13  Having  your  minds, 

tuous  belief  of  his  golpel  will  therefore,  fortified  with  the 
finally  refult  in  the  falvation  powerful  energy  of  thefe  prin- 
of  your  fouls.  Ciples,  and  cxercifing  a  cor.- 

10  Concerning  which  fal-  ftarit  vigilance,  do  you  ever 

vation,  the  antient  prophets,  continue  to  cherifii  the  ani- 
who  predicted  the  gracious  mating  hope  of  that  glorious 
difpenfatica  you  .  embrace,  reward,  that  will  be  confer- 
indulged  many  4nkious  and  red  upon  you  at  the  appear- 
follicitous  enquiries,  ance  of  Jcfus  Chrift. 

1 1  diligently  exploring  and  14  Behave  as  obedient  and 

revolving  in  their  minds  what  dutiful  children  —  not  con- 
particular  time,  and  what  forming  to  thofe  lenfual  in¬ 
particular  circumftanees  of  dulgences,  in  which  you  were 
time,  the  Spirit  off  Chrift,  fbrmerfy  funk  in  your  ft  ace  ol 
Which  inlpired  them,  did  fo  deplorable  ignorance : 
ftrongly  indicate,  When  it  I  1 5  but  do  you  copy  the 

previoufly  attefted  to  them  I  example  of  God,  the  original 
the  fufferings  of  the  Mefiiah,  I  author  of  your  religion,  and 
and  the  filuftrious  honours,  I  be  irreproachable  in  the  whole 
to  which,  in  Cohfcqnence  of!  of  your  conduct : 

them,  he  would  be  exalted.  1  16  becaufe  it  is  written  — 

12  To  them  it  was  ex-1 “  fee  ye  holy,  for  I  am  holy.'* 
plicitly  revealed,  that  they!  17  And  finec  you  invoke 
themfelves  were  not  to  be  in- 1  the  fupreme  Father  of  the 
terefted  in  thefe  grand  events  j  liniverfc,  who  will,  with  an 
—  their  miniftrariOns  Were  I  unbiased  impartiality,  judge 
calculated  for  you  —  and  the  I  ervery  individual  according  to 
bldfings  they  predicted  have  I  his  rcfpetfliVe  aftions,  do  you 
been  clearly  exhibited  before! fpend  your  tranfitory  cxift- 
you  by  thofe  Who  publilhed  |  ence  ih  this  vain  life  in  a 
the  joyful  tidings  of  the  gof-  j  cautious  dread  of  incurring 
pel,  and  were  endowed  with  |  his  difpleafure  v 

thole  fpiritUal  gifts,  which  in  I  18  confcious  that  yon  were 

copious  effufion  ’  were  poured  I  not  redeemed  from  thefe  vain 

and 


Chap.  il. 


m 
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and  fcnfelefs  abfurdities  tranf- 
mltrcd  down  to  you  from 
your  anceflors,  with  fordid 
ncri (hi n g  heaps  oif  gold  pr 
tilver, 

19  but  with  a  price  of  in¬ 
finitely  fupcHor  value*  even 
the  cffufion.of  Chrift’s  blood, 
who  devoted  himfelf  to  the 
facrifice,  as  a  victim  fpotlefs 
and  immaculate : 

20  Who  was  originally 
appointed  td  be  the  Saviour 
of  the  world  before  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  it  was  laid — but  his 
million  hath  been  difplayed 
in  chefe  Jaft  ages  for  the  cver- 
1  ailing  benefit  of  you* 

21  who,  by  means  of  his 
go  I  pel ,  are  eftablifhed  in  the 
belief  of  •  the  one  true  God, 
who  railed  his  dead  body 
from  the  grave,  and  confer¬ 
red  upon  him  the  moll  illu- 
flrious  honours,  in  order  that 
your  confidence  and  hope  in 
God,  with  regard  to  your 
own  future  felicity,  might 
rell  on  an  unfhaken  founda¬ 
tion. 

2  2  As  then  you  have  pu¬ 
rified  your  minds  from  moral 
defilement  by  your  obfcrvance 

of  that  fyltem  of  truth,  which 

was  ratified  by  the  effufion  of 
the  Spirit,  and  which  was 
calculated  to  promote  mutual 
benevolence,  do  you  chefilh, 
in  a  fincere  virtuous  bofom, 
the  moll  intenfe  love  and  af¬ 
fection  for  one  another, 


HI 


23  fince  you  have  been  in¬ 
formed  with  new  life,  derived 
not  from  mortal,  but  from 
immortal  feed,  by  means  of 
that  divine  revelation,  which 
is  to  maintain  its'  validity  and 
duration  forever. 

24  For  mortal  life  is  as 

transient  as  the .  herbage  of 
the  field,  a^d  all  .  the  fplen- 
dour  of  man  as  momentary 
as  the  gay  flower  —  the  her¬ 
bage  fades,  the  flower  droops 
and  dies : 

2  5  bur  the  explicit  decla¬ 
rations  of  God  are  forever 
durable  and;  permanent— and 
thole  are  his  exprefs  decla¬ 
rations  which  have  been  pub- 
lifted  among  you. 

Chap.  .  ii.  1  For  ever 

abandoning,  therefore,  all 

vice,  fraud*  bypocrify,  and 

detraction, 
a  .  # 

2  do  you,  like  new-born 
infants,  imbibe  the  rational 
unadulterated  milk  of  the 
Chrillian  inilicurion,  that  by 
this  nutriment -  your  moral 
growth  may  be  continually 
advancing, 

3  Once  you.  have  already 
tailed  the  delectable  fweetneis 
of  the  religion  of  Jefus : 

4  with  whom  connecting 
yourfelv?s  as  the  grand  foun- 
dation-ilone,  rejected,  indeed* 
by  men,  but  by  the  Deity 
highly  diftinguifhed  and  infi¬ 
nitely  honoured, 

c  do  you  alfo,  as  fekCfc 
R  2  ftenes 


*44  T'fo  fyifit*  Chap.  if. 

ftones  fupported  on  this  grand  j  thefe  fublime  privileges,  in 
bafis,'  rife  into  a  glorious  fpi-  I  order  that  you  fhculd  celc- 
ricual  dome,  and  confticute  I  brate  the  glorious  perfections 
a  facrcd  order  of  priefts,  oc-  I  of  that  Being,  who  can  led 
cupied  in  the  immolation  of  j  you  to  emerge  out  of  gloomy 
Spiritual  victims,  highly  grate-  I  darknefs  into  the  amazing 
iul  to  the  Divinity  thrO*  Jefbs  I  iplendour  and  effulgence  of 

thrift.  j  his  gofpel : 

6  For  the  fcriptOre  declares  I  to  Tou,  who  formerly 

r — “  Behold !  I  lay  in  Sion  a  j  were  not  his  people,  but  arc 
grand  foundation  -  ftone  of  [  now  commenced  the  diftin- 
diftinguiihed  excellence  and  I  guifhed  people  of  God — youy 
immenfe  value :  and  the  hope  [  who  formerly  were  not  com  - 
of  him  who  builds  upon  this  I  miferated,  but  are  now  be- 
folid  bafts  /hall  not  be  difap- 1  come  the  objects  of  compaf- 
pointed.”  I  fton. 

7  On  you,  therefore,  wh^  |  § — 1 i  My  dear  fellow- 

enthrace  his  gofpel,  is  Confer-  |  Chriftians,  I  importunately 
red  this  iignaliionour  — :  but  I  entreat  you  as  beings,  whole 
to  thofc  who  rejeS  it,  the  fol-  I  refidence  in  this  world  is  Al¬ 
lowing  pafTage  is  juftly  ap-  I  gitive  and  tfanfienr,  that  you 
plicable — “’The  flqne,  which  I  would  refrain  from  indulging 
the  builders  rejeCtbd,  is  be-  J  thofe  fenfual  affeCtions,  which 
come  the  grand  cOrncr-ftone  J  rebel  againft  the  rational 
to  confolidate  and ,  unite  the  I  powers, 
building”  ■— ■  but  it  is  a  ftone  I  i  a  Be  careful  to  exhibit 
on  which  men  ftumble  and  I  before  the  Heathens  a  fair 
fall :  j  example  of  uniform  virtue — 

8  I  mean  thole,  who Jlam-  I  that  the  calumnies,  with 

hie  at  Chriftianity,  and  obfti- 1  which  they  now  afperle  you  as 
nately  renounce  it  thereby  I  wicked  and  immoral  wretches, 
expoftng  themfelvcs  to  a  pu-  J  may  be  converted  into  rap- 
nilhment  their  condnCl  juftly  J  turous  drains  of  praife  to 
merits.  J  God,  when  they  narrowly 

9  But  you,  Gentiles,  are  J  infpeCt  your  lives,  and  inti- 
now  a  feleCt  community,  I  mately  furvey  your  regular 
a  polity,  in  which  the  regal  |  and  irreproachable  conduct, 
and  facerdotal  office  is  united,  j  13  Let  your  Chriffkm 
a  facred  fociety*  a  peculiarly  I  principles  engage  you  to  yield 
.diftinguilhed  conftitution  and  j  a  fubmiffive  obedience  to 
body  —  being  invefted  with  every  civil  conftitution  — 

whether 


Chap.  ii. 
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whether  it  be  to  the  Roman. 1 

cmperour,  as  the  fuprezne 
fovcreign : 

14  or  to  fubordinaee  go- 
vcrnours,  as  thofe  authorized 
and  commifiioned  by  him  to 
inflift  condign  punilhment 

upon  the  immoral,  and  to 
applaud  and  reward  the  vir¬ 
tuous. 

15  For  it  is  the  will  of 
God  that  you  fhould,  by  an 
uniform  life  of  fteady ,  virtue, 
ref  ute  and  filence  the  objec¬ 
tions  of  ignorant  and  injudi¬ 
cious  infidels. 

16  Regard  yourfelves  as 
free  —  yet  hold  not  up  this 
liberty  as  a  fpecious  mafk  of 
wickednefs — but  though  you 
are  in  the  pojleffion  of  Chri- 
itian  liberty ,  confider  your- 
il-lves  as  the  devoted  fervants 
of  God. 

s 

1 7  Pay  a  becoming  defe¬ 
rence  to  aU  men  —  love  your 
tVUow-Chriftians- — revere  the 
Deity— obey  theEmperour. 

§ — 18  Slaves,  pay  the 
moil  dutiful  fubjection  and 
reverence  to  your  matters- 
not  merely  to  the  kind  and 
humane,  but  to  the  pcevilh 
and  morofe  : 

19  for  God  furveys  with 


approbation  the  behaviour  c 
that  perfon,  who  from  a  prin* 
ciple  of  confcience  meets  in¬ 
jurious  treatment  and  unde- 

ferved  (titterings  with  con- 
ttancy  and  fortitude* 

20  Would  you  acquir? 
any  reputation  by  fupporting 
with  inflexible  tefolution  pu- 
nilhments  your  crimes  juftly 
merited?  —  Put  when  you 
fuffer  cruel  and.  inhuman 
treatment  far  doing  you.r 
duty,  and  Tuftsin  it  with 
patient  compofore  and  true 
greamefs  of  mind,  fuch  a  be¬ 
haviour  the  Deity  views  with 
complacence. 

21  It  is  tp  this  .tolerance 
of  ’  injurious  :  treatment  that 

your  religion  calls  you  —  for 

Chrift  alfo  Supported  the  mofh 

dire  fufferingi  for  your  bene¬ 
fit—  herein  exhibiting  before 
you  a  pattern  for  your  imita¬ 
tion  : 

22  His  life  was  perfefi: 
virtue  and  innocence  :  no  m- 
lincerity  ever  flowed  f^om  lii$ 

Kps :  . 

23  When  he  was  injuri- 
oufty  afperfed,  he  did  not  re¬ 
criminate —  when  he  futtered 
the  moft  inhuman  indignities, 
he  uttered  no  menaces,  but 

R  3  with 
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^Ich  placid  compofure  refign-  f  conduit  of  their  conforts, 
cd  himfelf  to  the  fupreme  and  I  without  any  formal  exhibition 
righteous  judge :  I  of  the  gofpel  evidences : 

24  He  fuffered  in  his  per- 1  2  when  upon  the  moft  in- 

fon  on  the  cfols  the  lait  cruel- 1  timate  infpeCtion  they  fee 
ties  that  the  wickednefs  of  1  your  behayiour  diftinguifhed 

men  could  infliCV —  fubmit- 1  for  fpotlefs  purity  and  the 
ting  to  this  dire  fcene,  in  of-  j  molt  obfequious  deference, 
der  that  we  (hould.  be  totally  I  3  Let  it  not  be  Jo  much 
dead  to  vice,  and  foMy  alive  I  your  ftudy  and.  follicitude  to 
to  virtue  —  it  :  Is  from  the  I  decorate  and  adorn  your  per- 
bruifes  with  Which  his  body  I  Tons  with  platted  trefles,  with 
Was  mangled,  that  your  mo- 1  rich  ornaments  of  gold,  or 
Jral  health  was  derived.  I  with  fuperb  and  Iplendid 
4  5'  for  yOu  were,  formerly ,  I  robes  k  j 
like  fhe&p,  loft  in  devious  j  4  as  to  embellifli  your 
fcfrour  and  wandering  —  but  I  minds  w  jth  the  pure  and  per- 
you  are  now  collected  tb  the  I  tnanent  attire  of  a  mild  and 
great  Shepherd  infl  Pallor  of  I  ltoett  difpofition  —  an  habit 
your  fbuls*  I  this,  the  mod  fumptuous  and 

I  ornamental  in  the  divine  efti- 
C  H  A  P.  III.  I  mation. 

|  5  It  was  with  this  amiable 

1  TT  7TVES,  be  fubmi(Eve|  drefs  that  religious  women  in 
\\  to  your  hulbands,  iantient  time,  who  repofed  a 
— that  if  any  of  them  are  not!  devout  confidence  in  God, 
tonvinced  of  the  truth  of  J  adorned  themfelves,  yielding 
Cbrillianity,  they  may  be  I  the  molt  refpedtful  fubmiffion 
Won  over  to  it  by  the  amiable  *  to  their  hulbands. 

6  Sarah, 
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Chap,  tit.  tf  Peter,  347 

6  Sarah,  for  example,  pai4 1  from  immoral  language,  and 

a  chearful  fubje&ion  to  Abra-  1  guard  his  lips  from  pronoun- 
ham — accofting  him  in  terms  I  cing  any  thing  falfe ; 
of  the  moft  obfequtous  defe-  |  it  let  him cautioufly  (hurt 
rcnce —  whofe  daughters  you  I  every  vice,  and  fteadily  pur- 
are,  as  long  as  you  maintain  I  fue  a  courfe  of  virtue  :  lee 
an  uniform  tenor  of  virtue,  j  him  cultivate  harmony  and 
and  are  not  diverted  from  |  peace,  and  be  ever  ftudious 
this  purfuitby  any  terrors  with  I  tp  promote  it : 
which  you  may  be  menaced,  j  12  for  the  eye  of  the  Alt 

7  fjufbands,  alfo,  cohabit  1  tnighty  is  a  pleafed  fpetfbator 
with  your  contorts  with  pru- 1  of  the  virtuous  :  and  his  ear 
dence  and  diferetion,  ever  rc-  j  is  ever  prompt  to  admit  their 
garding  them  as  the  delicate  {  petitions — but  his  face  is  con- 
and  tender  fex — treating  them  {  traced  with  frowns  againft 
with  honour  and  affe&ion'as  |  the  profligate  and  aban- 
co-  heirs  with  you  of  a  blefied !  doned.” 

immortality,  that  your  ftated  1  13  For  who  will  offer  you 

devotional  offices  may  not  be  1  any  injurious  and  contume- 
kitermitted.  I  lious  treatment,  if  you  apr 

§ — 8  In  fine,  do  you  all  |  prove- yourlelves  the 1  zealous 
mutually  cultivate  harmony,  I  votaries  of  virtue  ? 
fynipathy,  benevolence,  com- 1  14  But  if  you  are  involved 

paflion,  affability,  jin  fufierings  for  a  virtuous 

9  Do  not  requite  one  in- I  attachment  to  your  religion, 
jury  with  another,  or  return  |  be  not  intimidated  by  their 
one  calumny  for  another—  j  menaces,  or  terrified  by  the 
on  the  contrary,  let  your  lan-  I  evils  they.inflift  : 

guage  be  kind  and  benevo-  J  15  but  do  you  honour  the 
lent,  confcious  that  you  have  |  great  God  with  purity  ancl 
been  bleflcd  with  the  privi-  I  fandtity  of  heart,  and  he  ever 
leges  of  the  gofpel,  in  order  I  ready  to  deliver  an  apology, 
that  you  fhculd  acquire  a  be- 1  for  your  religion  to  every 
haviour  diftinguifhed  for  uni-  j  perfon  who  defires  you  to 
verfal  mildnefs  and  lenity.  I  exhibit  before  him  thole  evir 

10  For  the  Pfaltnift  fays,  I  dences  on  which  your  hopes 
“  He  who  is  defixous  to.  fe- 1  are  founded  —  but  let  your 
cure  felicity  of  life,  and  to  I  vindication  be  made  with  the 
enjoy  permanent  happinefs,  I  moft  refpeftfyl  and  inoffen- 

iec  him  reftrain  his  tongue  *  five  mildnefs  and  modefty : 

R  4  16  ever 

1  Ztf\urn  is  reading  of  the  bell  MSS. 


24$  F/V)2  EpiftTe  Chap,  iv, 

1 6  ever maintaining  a  good  f  nity  introduces  us— that  bap- 
con  fcience,  that  '  thofe  who  j  tifm,  which  is  not  merely  the 
culumniate  and  traduce  you  I  ablution  of  the  body,  but  the 
as  im  moral  and  profligate  I  atteftation  of  a  good  con- 
perfons,  and  brand  your  vir- 1  Icience  towards  God  —  and 
tuous  adherence  to  Chriftla- 1  this  Jobation  .is  afeertained 
nity  with  infamy^  may  be  |  and  ratified  to  us  by  the  re¬ 
covered  with  confdfion.  I  furretlion  of  Jefus  Chrift, 

17  For  it  is  better,  if  God  I  22  who  afeended  into  hea- 

fhould  fee  fit  to  exerciie  you  I  ven,  is  exalted  to  the  right- 
with  fufferings,  to-  fuffer  for  I  hand  of  the  Deity,  and  in- 
a  moral,  than  for  an  immoral  |  vetted  with  univerfal  domi- 
condud  :  r  nion  oyer  angels,  and  aii  the 

1 8  For  Chrift  once  fuller- 1  moil  elevated  orders  amj 
ed  to  refeue  us  from  our  vices  I  ranks  of  being. 

—-the  innocent  devoting  himr  I 

felf  to  death  for  the  benefit  I 

of  the  guilty,  in  older  to  in- 1  C  H  A  P.  IV. 

troduce  us  to  the  knowledge  I 

and  obedience  of  the  one  true] ;  OINCE  therefore  Chi ife 
God — fuffering death,  indeed,  |  fubmitted  to  a  feries 

|n  the  flefli,  but  rettored  to  I.  of  dreadful  fufferings  co  pro- 
life  by  the  Spirit  of*  God :  .  I  mote  our  interefts,  do  you 

19  by  whofe  afflatus  in  the  I  arm  yourfclves  with  the  fame 

primitive  ages  of  the  world  1  deliberate  refoiution— <  for  he 
he  delivered  folentn  admo- 1  who  fuftained  all  thefe  indig  - 
nitions  to  thofe  who  are  now  I  nities  hath  demolifhcd  the 
in  the  ftatc  of  the  dead  :  I  empire  of  vice. 

20  but  thefe  repeated  warn- 1  .  2  Fortify  your  minds  with 
ingS  they  rejeded,  though  I  thefe  principles,  that  you  may 
God  in  the  days  of  Noah  I  be.  powerfully  engaged  not  to 
waited  their  repentance  du- 1  devote  the  refidue  of  life  to 
ting  the  whole  time  the  ark  I  the  fenfual  purfuits  of  men, 
was  Conftruding —  in  which  I  but  to  an  obedience  of  the 
only  eight  fouls  efqaped  the  I  divine  will. 

general  inundation,  j  3  For  the  time  of  life  that 

21  To  this  efcape from  the  I  already  elapfed  is  enough 
common  ruin  correlponds  the  |  for  you  to  have  wretchedly 
eveflafting  fahatiany  into  the  J  mifpent  in  the  common  aban- 
firm  belief  of  which  our  bap:- 1  doned  career  of  the  Heathens , 
tkmal  profeflion  of  Chriftia- 1  in  debauchery,  in  fenfuality. 
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in  drunkennefs,  in  revels,  in  |  8  Above  all  do  you  mu- 

rjor,  and  in  the  mo  ft  abomi- 1  tually  cherifh  in  your  bofonis 
nabie  idolatry.  I  the  moft  intenie  love  arid  be- 

4  On  which  account  they.  I  nevolence  for  one  another— 
make  you  the  fubjeft  of  their  I  for  benevolence  throws  a  vail 
fatire  and  ridicule,  and  judge  1  over  a  multitude  of  faults 
it  aftonilhing  and  unaccount-  ]  and  follies., 

able  that  you  do  not  jtitt\  .  9  Dp  you  hofpitably  enter- 
precipitate  yourfelves,  along  I  tain  your  fellow-Chriftians 
with  them,  into  the  fame  I  without  any  murmuring  and 
profligate  and  difiolute  ex- 1  repining. 
cdTes.  I  io  Let  every  perfon  make 

5  But  for  thefe  fcandalops  l  the  fpiritual  endowments  he 

immoralities  they  will  give  I  hath  refpe&ively  received  con- 
a  ftrict  account  to  him,  who  I  duce  to  the  common  good 
will  very  fpeedily  fummohl — each  diffenfing  his  gifts  to 
before  his  tribunal  rhe  living  I  fubferve  mutual  improve- 
and  the  dead.  I  ment,  as  good  ftewards  of 

6  For  to  this  end  was  the  |  th$t  rich  variety  of  fpiritual 
gofpel  publilhed  among  the  I  powers,  which  Gotl  hath  li- 
immoral  Heathens  who  were  I  berally  imparted  : 
iiguratively  dead  —  that  they  I  1 1  for  example,  if  any  one' 
might  be  juftly  condemned  I  is  a  public  inftrudtor,  let  hini 
who  abandon  themfelves  to  I  deliver  his  inftruftions  as  the 

Bp  • 

the  common  purfuits  at  fen- 1  oracles  of  God  :  if  any  one 
tual  and  depraved  men  j  but  I  officiates  as  a  deacon,  let  him 
that  tbofe  might  fecure  a  I  aft  in  that  department  accor- 
blcfled  immortality,  who,  in  I  ding  to  the  abilities  with 
compliance  with  the  dictates  j  which  God  hath  ..endowed 
of  their  rational  powers,  de-  I  him  —  that  through  Jefus 
vote  themfelves  to  God.  I  Chrift  the  Deity  may  be  ho- 

7  For  the  final  confum- 1  noured  by  the  whole  of  your 
motion  of  all  things  relating  I  conduct — To  whom  be  glory 
co  the  Jcvvifh  polity  is  very  ]  and  power  aferibed  through- 
speedily  to  happen — maintain,  I  out  all  the  revolving  ages  of 

therefore,  an  unremitting  fo.  eternity!  Amen. 

briery  and  vigilance,  in  order  § — 12  Mr  dear  fellow- 
to  the  fervent  and  regular  Chriftians,  be  not  aftonilhed 
difeharge  of  the  duty  of  at  thofe  hot  -perlecmions, 
grayer.  which  are  deftined  to  be  the 


teft  of  your  fincerc  attach¬ 
ment  to  your  principles,  as 
if  fome  flrange  and  uncom¬ 
mon  event  had  happened : 

13  but  fince  you  fhare 
the  fame  common  fufferings 

which  Chrift  fuftained,  in- 

•  ►  m 

dulge  die  warmeft  tranipo: 
COnfcious  that  at  his  rr 
glorious  and  illuftrious  advent 
you  will  exult  in  the  higheft 
excefies  of  triumphant  joy. 

1 4  If  you  are  calumniated 
and  reproached  for  your 
Chriflian  profeflion.  thrice 
happy  are  you  1  bens 
Spirit,  the  prefent  pledge  of 
your  future  glory  imparted 
to  you  by  the  Petty,  reds 
upon  you — by  tbem  youv  pro- 
feffion  is  vilified  and  tradu¬ 
ced  ;  by  you  it  is  efteemed 
illuftrious  and  honoa 

1 5  Be  careful  no 
fuffer  as  a  murderer,  a  thief, 
a  malefactor,  or  as 
pfficious  perfon. 

16  But  if  he  is  involved 
in  fufferings  for  his  adherence 
to  Chrifldanity,  let  him 
appear  afhamed  of  his  p 
ciptes,  but  give  thanks 
God  for  the  honour  of  ful 
ing  in  fuch  a  cauls. 

17  For  the  time  is  now 
arrived,  in  which  public  ca¬ 
lamities  have  invaded  the 


Tfbe  Eirfi  Epzjlk 


Chap. 


v. 


be  their  final  iflue  with  re¬ 
gard  to  thofe  who  have  ever 
obftinately  rejected  the  gof- 
pel  of  God ! 

18  And  if  the  virtuous 
Chrift ian  efcapes  with  diffi- 
:ulty  from  the  flames  of  thefe 
public  calamities,  how  dread- 
rully  will  they  involve  the 
impious  and  abandoned  (in¬ 
ner ! 

19  Let  thofe,  therefore, 
who  are  expoied  to  a  ferics 
of  fufferings  according  to  the 
ill-wife  appointment  of  God, 
with  pious  refignation  com¬ 
mit  their  fouls  to  him  in  the 
fteady  practice  of  virtue,  con¬ 
fiding  in  him  as  their  molt 
faithful  and  indulgent  Crea¬ 
tor. 


CHAP.  V. 

who  am  a  fenior  .con- 
y  vert  to  Chriftianity, 
an  cye-witnefs  of  the  fuffer¬ 
ings  of  Jefus,  and  a  common 
expe&ant  of  that  future  glory 
that  (hall  be  difplayed,  do 
eyhort  and  conjure  the  fenior 
Cliriftians  among  you 
2  cq  feed  the  flock  of  God, 
entrufted  10  their  care,  with 
lalutary  dofhine  —  perform¬ 
ing  die  duty  of  paftors,  not 


dieir  fitfi  ir- 1  with  reluctance 


church 

ruption  has  broken  out  upon '  fulnefc— not  from 
us  Cliriftians,  how  m  dire  will  principles,  but  with  dilu¬ 
te  retted 


Referring  to  the  deSruftion  of  Jerofalem. 


Chap.  sr.  ef  PBIt*.  $5! 

tereftcd  and  generous  difpo- 1  cufer  indulges  up  repole,  but 
fitions:  I  is  inceflantly.  roving  about^ 

3  not  ufurping  a  tyranni- 1  like  a  raging  lion,  in  fidlicit- 
cal  and  arbitraiy  dominion  j  ous  queft  or  any  one  of  you 
over  the  Chriftian  commu- 1  whole  reputation  he  may  tear 
nity,  but  exhibiting  before  I  in  pieces. 

their  focieties  an  amiable  pat- 1  9  His  calpmmes  do  you 

tern  for  their  imitation  :  |  defeat  by  a  Ready  adherence 

4  tor  this  exemplary  con- 1  to  your  principles — confcious, 

dvift,  at  the  illuftrious  advent  I  that  the  fame  fufferings,  to 
of  the  fupreme  Shepherd,  you  !  which  you  are  expofea,  are 
will  receive  from  his  hands  a]  how  fultained,  in  their  utmoft 
glorious  unfading  chaplet  of  [  rigour,  by  the  whole  corn- 
immortality.  I  munity  of  Chriftians,  in  every 

5  Do  you  alfo,  who  are  I  region  of  the  world. 

later  converts  of  Chriftianity,  J  10  May  God  the  fupreme 
be  fubmifiive  to  thofe  who  I  donor  of  every  blefimg  and 
tarty  embraced  it  —  tkt  yoq  I  favour,  who  hath  gracioufly 
all  pay  a  mutual  deference  to  |  oonftituted  us  the  mbje&s  Of 
Pne  another,  and  adorn  your  I  that  glorious  and  everlafting 
minds  with  the  amiable  robe  I  kingdom,  which  he  hath 
of  humility  —  for  God  op-  J  erected  by  Chrift  Jefus,  per- 
pofeth  the  infolent,  but  im- 1  fed,  confirm,  fortify  and  efta* 
parterh  his  favour  to  the  1  blifh  you,  after  the  Jhort  pe-r 
humble.  |  rioddf  your  prefent  fufferings 

6  Do  you,  therefore,  hum- 1  is  over. 

hjy  acquiefce  in  the  difpep-  j  1 1  May  his  praife  and 
fations  of  the  Almighty,  that  j  glory  be  celebrated  through-* 
in  due  feafon  he  may  elevate  I  out  all  the  endlefe  ages  of 
you  from  your  prefent  dif-  J  eternity !  Amen, 
treflfes  :  J  § — 1*  This  fhort  epiftle 

7  pioufly  devolving  all|  I  have  tranfmicted  to  you  by 

your  anxieties  and  forrows  I  Silvanus.  a  very  faithful  and 
upon  him  —  for  he  is  your  I  fincere  Chriftian  in  my  efti- 
ever  watchful  prote&or  and  I  mation  — eameftly  inculcating 
guardian.  [upon  you  the  dire&ions  it 

8  Maintain  a  conftant  tem- 1  contains,  and  folemnly  afllir 
perancc,  an  unremitting  vi-  J  ring  you,  that  it  is  the  true 
gilance  —  becaufe  your  im- 1  golpel  of  God  to  which  you 
placable  enemy  the  falfe  sic*- 1  now  adhere. 

ijlte 


252  Second  ILfijlle  Chap.  i, 

13  The,  fociety  of  Chri- 1  onate  remembrance  to  every 
ftians  at  Babylon,  and  Mark  |  one  of  your  fociety  —  May 
my  convert,  prefent  their  I  univerfal  happinefs  attend 
moft  affectionate  falutations.  j  you  al),  who  have  embraced 
J4  I  beg  my  moft  affedti- 1  the  Chriftian  religion !  Amen. 


■ 

The  Second  Epiftle  of  Peter. 


s 


CHAP.  I. 

IMON  Peter,  a  de¬ 
voted  fervapt  and 
apoftle  of  Jefus 
Chrift,  to  thole,  who  have 
been  blefied  with  the  inva¬ 
luable  privileges  of  the  fame 
common  religion  with  our- 
fejves,  through  the  benignity 
of  our  God,  and  of  Jefus 
Chrift  our  Redeemer: 

2  May  every  favour  and 

felicity  in  the  ampleft  mca- 
fures  be  difpenfed  to  you,  in 
confcquence  of  your  acknow¬ 
ledgment  of  the  one  true 
God,  and  of  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Lord.  ^  . 

3  Since  the  Almighty  hath 
iupplied  us  with  every  argu¬ 
ment  to  an  holy  life  by  the 
public  million  of  that  divine 
Perlonage  who  founded  his 
religion  "  by  his  glorious  mi¬ 
racles  and  iUuftrious  virtue ; 

■  * 

4  by  means  of  our  recep¬ 


tion  of  which,  the  moft 
and 


and 


magnificent  profpeCts 
have  been  opened  before  us, 
in  order  that  by  the  power 
and  energy  of  this  truth  we 
might  be  incited  to  acquire  a 
moral  refcmblance  to  the  Di¬ 
vinity,  and  fhun  thofe  de¬ 
praved  purfuits,  in  which  a 
corrupt  and  profligate  age  is 
immerfed. 

0  «  >* 

5  let  it  ever  be  your  moft 
fedulous  ftudy  and  concent 
to.  add  to  your  belief  of  Chri- 
ftianity  virtue,  to  virtue  wif- 
dom*, 

6  to  wifdom,  temperance ; 
to  temperance,  conftancy  ■,  to 
conftancy,  piety  t 

.7  to  piety,  the  love  of  your 
fellow-Chriftians  •,  to  the  love 

0  * 

of:  your  fellow  Chriftians, 
Univerfal  benevolence. 

8  If  you  poflefs  thefe  vir¬ 
tues  in  an  eminent  degree, 
you  will  illuftrioufly  dilplay 
your  proficiency  and  attain, 

menti 


*  ittf  jj  tpri  h  die  reading  beft  fupported. 


Chap.  i.  of  Peter.  ^ $ 

ments  in  the  Chriftian  pro- 1  1 5  But  I  will-earpeftly  ftu- 

fefuon.  I  dy  to  make  you  indelibly  re-* 

9  But  that  Chriftian,  in  I  tain  in  your  minds  the  me- 

whom  thefc  moral  excellen- 1  mory  of  theft  important  truths 
cies  are  not  found,  is  ftill  in'  a  j  after  my  exit  from  this  life, 
deplorable  ftate  of  darknefs  1  16  For  we  had  not  credu- 

and  gloom,  having  entirely  I  loufly  {wallowed  plaufible  and 
forgot  that  total  ablution  from  I  fallacious  fictions,  when  we 
Ids  former  guilt,  which  he  I  publilhed  among  you  the  mif- 
once  received.  I  fion  and  miracles  of  our  Lord 

10  Let  it  therefore  be,  my  I  Jefus  Chrift — but  were  per- 
fellow-Chriftians,  your  moft  I  fonal  fpe&ators  of  his  illuftri^ 
intenfe  and  felicitous  ftudy  to  I  ous  dignity' : 

render  your  reception  of  Chri- 1  17  For  he  received  the 

ftianity  firm  and  valid  —  for  I  moft  glorious  and  magnificent 
if  you  do  this,  your  hopes  will  I  honour  from  the  Deity — thefc 
not  finally  be  dilappointed :  {  words  being  directed  to  him 

11  For  this  courfe  of  action  1  from  the  Ippsemc  Majefty — 
will  afford  you  a  moft  fplendid  I  “  Thu  is  my  beloved-  Son ! 
introduction  into  the  everlaft- 1  the  objeCt  of  my  fondeft  a£- 
ing  kingdom  of  Jefus  Chrift  I  fe&ion.” 

our  Lord  and  Saviour.  |  28  Thefe  jwords,  we  who 

1 2  On  which  account  1 1  were  then  Along  with  him  on 
will  not  negleCt,  again  and  a r  j  the  fummlt  of  that  facred 
gain  to  urge  and  inculcate  J  mountain,  heard  articulately 
thefe  things  upon  you,  tho*  I  pronounced  from  Heaven  o- 
you  are  confcious  of  their  im-  j  ver  him. 

jwtance,  and  fully  perfuaded  J  19  By  this  incidents  this 
of  their  truth.  |  fignal  paffage  of  the  prophet 

13  But  notwithftandingi  Ifaiah  is  ftrongly  confirmed 
your  conviction  of  this,  I  judge  I  and  ratified— on  which  you  do 
it  highly  neceflary,  during  my  I  well  to  fix  your  attention, 
abode  in  this  tabernacle  ofl  as  on  a  lamp  diffufing  its  fa- 
frail  mortality,  to  keep  awakel  lutary  radiance  amidlt  the 
in  your  minds  the  remem- 1  gloom  of  darknefs  —  ever 
France  of  thefe  momentous  j  keeping  it  in  conftant  view 
concerns :  I  ’rill  that  glorious  morn  arife 

1  4  Confcious,  that  I  mull  I  in  all  its  fp&endours,  and  the 
very  IhortJy  be  divefted  ofl  morning-ftar  Ihed  its  bean i 5. 
this  vehicle,  as  Chrift  Jefus  I  around  you. 
cur  Lord  exprefly  allured  me.  I 

20  Know 


&$4-  Second  Bpijlte  Chap,  ii, 

20  Know  this,  t-hat  the  i  dition  is  not  funk  in  lethar- 
fcriptural  prcdifbtons  were  I  gic  (lumber, 
ndt  imderftood  by  thole  who  I  4  For  if  .the  Almighty 
delivered  them  :  I  (pared  not  the  difobedient 

2 1  For  thefe  Prophedes  I  angels,  but  precipitated  them 
were  not  dictated  by  the  hu- 1  into  the  T artarean  regions, 
man  Will  and  undbrftanding,  I  and  confined  them  in  fetters 
B\lt  holy  perfons  delivered  I  in  thefe  gloomy  abodes,  there 
thefe  predictions,  fblely  at  the  I  to  continue  in  cuftody  ’till 
impulfe  of  the  divine  afflatus. 1  thO  final  judgment : 

I  5  if  the  Alrilighty  did  not 
I  (pare  the  antediluvian  world, 
CHAP.  If.  I  but  overwhelmed  all  its  im~ 

I  pious  profligate  inhabitants 
t  T5  U  T  among  the  Jews  I  with  the  flood,  except  Noah, 
JLJ  there  were  falle  pro-|d  preacher  of  rightcoulhcfs, 
phOtt,  as  there  will  be  falle  I  and  (even  other  perfons  : 
teachers  among  yooChriftians,!  6  if  the  Almighty  by  a 
who  will  with  damjfefline  fub- 1  dreadful  judgment  totallyfub- 
tihy  introduce  deftruftive  he- 1  verted  the  cities  of  Sodom  and 
rcfies,  renouncing  obedience  I  Qomorra,  and  reduced  them 
to  the  matter  who  redeemed*  to  afhes —  exhibiting  t^eir 
them  from  moral  fervitude,  1  fate  as  a  tremendous  example 
wSRilly  plunging  themfelves  l  to  awe  am  d  intimidate  the  pro- 

iftto  (wife  perdition,  I  fane  and  abandoned  in  all  fub- 

2  By  their  debauched  affdffequenc  ages  : 

libidinous  practice,  they  will  I  7  if  he  retimed  Lot  from 
gain  vaft  crowds  6f  followers  I  the  general  ruin  —  a  religious 
—  by  whole  fcandateus  im-land  good  man,whowasgreat- 

tnoraHties  the  true  Chriftianlly  harrafic d  and  afflicted  at 
Doftnne  wjW  be  expoled  to* the  atrocious  vices  and  Jibidi- 
gfflreprdfentatiOn  afid  calum-|  pous-excefles  of  thefe  depraved 
ny.  I  and  profligate  wretches :  . 

3  And  being  fofely  a£hi- 1  $  for  this  virtuous  man  re¬ 

sted  by  mercenary  principles  Iflding  among  thefe  flagitious 
they  will  fleece  you  by  the  I  people,'  by  being  an  eye-wit- 
fedu&ivt  arts  of  fophiftry  —  1  nefs  of  their  enormities,;  and 
The  dreadful  doom  of.  fuch  1  hearing  accounts  from  others 
abandoned  perfons  doth  not  I  of  the  .crimes  they  perpetnt- 
advance  towards  them  widil  ted,  juflered,  without  intermil- 

tardy  fteps :  their  dire  per-l  (ion,  from  day  to  day,  the 

snott 


Chap,  ii;  Peter* 

moil:  racking  inquietude  and  I  Chriftiani ty,  hixurioufiy  gluo- 
j-crturbation of  mind:  I ing>  their  intemperance*  when 

9  theft  are  ftriking  inftan-  J  they  aflociate  with  you-,  at 
ces  to  prove,  that  the  Al- 1  your  love-feafts, 

mighty  is  able  to  extricate  the  I  1 4  Their  eyes  are  full  of 
virtuous  from  their  trials  and  rthc  adultefefs  and  of  infatix* 
difficulties,  and  to  referve  the  J  ble  luft  :  they  delude  and  en* 
wicked  to  the  future  punifh-  I  fnare  unfteddy  -minds :  their 
ment  of  the  final  judgment!  j  heart  is  devoured  With  avarice 

10  thole  especially,  who  l  and  rapacity  :  they  aremoft 

purfuc  a  courfc  of  fenfual  in- 1  execrable  creatures, 
dulgeiice,  and  aflfeft  a  con- 1  1 5  They  have  defertedthe 

tempt  of  all  government  and  I  ftraight  road  of  truth,  and 
laws  — men  of  fuch  daring  I  deviated  into  the  itioft  fatal 
audacioufnefs  and*  obftinate  I  piths  —  treading  in  the  fbqn 
contumacy,  fcruple  not  to  rail  1  of  Balaam  the  ton  <sf  Bofbr, 
st  the  moft  illuftriotts  digni- 1  to  whom  the  lucre,'  acquired 
ties :  I  by  his  #  Wfckednefs,  was  a 

1 1  whereas  the  holy  angels,  j  moft  delicious  model ; 

who  are  infinitely  fuptrior  ini  16  But  he  received  a  re¬ 
ft  rength  to  mortals,'  d0:  not  I  tharkable  reproof  for  Ids  a- 
reprefent  their  crimes  before  I  bandoned  wickednefs  —  for 
the  throne  of  the  Almighty  j  his  dumb  bead,  being  fuper- 
in  contumelious  and  reproach*  I  naturally  endowed  with  an 
ful  terms.  I  human  vcfice,  checked  the 

1  z  But  thefe,  like  irratio-  I  prophet  in  his  mad  and  wick- 
nil  brutes,  deftined  for  cap-  J  ed  career, 
tu  re  and  deftru&ion,  load,  I  17  Thefe  are  like  wells 
with  odious  reproaches,  I  defhtute  of  water,  w  Clouds 
things,  of  which  they  are  to- 1  that  are  transported  m  every 
tally  ignorant  —  but  for  their  J  dire&ion  by  furious  blafts  — 
definitive  vices  they  fhall  bcl  for  thefe  the  gloom  of  eternal 
configned  to  utter  defiruSH- 1  darkneis  if  referved. 
on.  I  j8  For,:  by  vending  molt 

1 3  They  fhall  receive  the  I  vain  and  pompous  ektrava?- 
juft  demerit  of  their  wicked- 1  gancies,  they  infiSiouQy  allurfc 
nefs,  as  they  account  it  the  j  and  captivate  by  their  fen&ai 
molt  confummate  felicity  to  1  indulgencies  ana  debaucheries 
riot  in  the  face  of  day—  they  I  thofe  perfons,  who  had  once . 
are  a  fcandat  and  fatire  upon  *  entirely  thrown  off  all  con¬ 
nexion 


*  divination. 


*5^ 
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Ghap.  iii; 


neftion  with  men  of  thefe 
pernicious  and  erroneous  prin¬ 
ciples  : 

r9  To  thefe  they  make 
magnificent  promifcs  of  un¬ 
bounded  liberty,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  thamfelves  are 
the  abje&  flaves  of  vice  — 
Jlaves  I  call  them,  for  he  who 
is  vanqui(hed  by  a  tyrant 
commences  his  flaw. 

20  But  if  thole  who  had 
once  dcaped  from  the  pollu¬ 
tions  of  the  world*  in  confe- 
queftce  of  their  pfofeflion  of 
the  golpel  of  our  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jefus  Ghrift,  are  again 
entangled  in  thefe  (hares  and 
fubdued,  the  laft  ftige  of  their 
wickednds  becomes  more  a- 
bominably  flagrant  chan  ever 
their  firft  was* 

21  Infinitely  happier  had 
it  been  for  them*  had  they 
neverknown  there  was  fuch  an 
excellent  inftitutioh  asChrifti- 
anitv,  than  to  havrt  known  it, 
.aftd  afterwards  wilfully  devi¬ 
ated  from  that  path  of  holi- 
•nefs  into  which  .their  feet  were 
once  directed. 

22  But  they  have  aburi- 
dandy  verified  the  true  pro¬ 
verb  — The  dog  hath  re¬ 
turned  to  his  own  Vomit,  and 
the  fow  that  was  walhed  to 
her  wallowing  iri  the  mire.” 


CHAP.  Ill 


i  OT'  H I S  is  the  fecond  e  - 
X  piftle  I  am  now  wri¬ 
ting  to  you,  and  my  intention 
in  both  is  to  awaken  in  your 
fincere  minds  the  refledfion  of 
your  duty, 

2  and  to  induce  you  to  live 
mindful  of  the  predictions  of 

—  ^  _  i  ^ 

the  holy  prophets,  and  of  the 
injunttions  which  the  apoftles 
of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus 
Chrift  inculcated  upon  you : 

3  entertaining  the  fulleft 
perfuafion  of  this  truth.  That 
in  the  dole  of  the  laft  period 
of  the  Jewifh  polity  there 
would  rife  up  prophane  fcof- 
fers,  following  the  lead  of 
their  depraved  paifions : 

4  exclaiming  with  con¬ 
temptuous  fcorn  —  M  Where 
is  now  the  promife  of  his  com¬ 
ing  to  punifh  the  Jews !  — 
from  the  time  our  fathers  paid 
the  debt  to  nature,  to  the 
prefent,  all  things  continue  in 
the  vefy  fame  ftace  they  ever 
were  from  the  firft  creation  of 

the  world!  ” 

5  But  they  are  wilfully  igno¬ 
rant  of  this,  that  the  aid  world 
and  its  atmofphcre  being  for¬ 
med  out  of  water,  and  con¬ 
futing  by  means  of  water,  by 
the  mandate  of  the  Almighty; 

6  in  confequence  of  this 
conftitUtion  the  antediluvian 
world  being  deluged  with  wa¬ 
ter  perifhed  s' 

7  but 
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7  but  the  prefsut  earth  and  I  aerial  heavens  fhall  with  a  moll 
its  atmofpHere  are,  by  the  tremendous  noife  p  depart  for 
feme  almighty  decree,  trea-  lever,  the  elements  (hall glow 
fared  up  tor  fire,  and  are  re-  I  with  an  intenfe  heat,  and  be 
ieived  to  be  involved  in  an  J  diflolved,  and  the  whole  fabric 
universal  conflagration,  in  that  j  of  the}  world,  and  all  things 
day  when  the  world  (Hall  be  ion  its  furface.  Avail  be  invol- 
judged,  and  the  wicked  be  I  ved  and  fmk  in  erne  univerfal 
coniigned  to  total  perdition  in  I  conflagration. 

jrs  flames.  I  n  Since  then  fuch  an  uni- 

8  But  my  dear  fellow  Chri-  I  verfal  diffolution  awaits  this 

tfiam,  be  not  inattentive  to  j  globe,  in  what  manner  ought 
this  important  truth.  That  the  I  you  ,fo  dondufl  yourlelvcs  ?— 
(hoe:  period  of  a  thoufand  I  moil  certain Ijy  you  ought,  in 
years  make  no  difference  with  l.the  courfe  oh  a  virtuous  con- 
the  Deity  as  to  the  punctual  j  verfation  and  a  devout  piety, 
accompli(hmerit  of  his  de-  J  1 2  confidently  to  expect, 
ligns.  I  and  vehemently  to  afpire  af- 

9  The  Deity  is  not  dilato-  1  ter  this  great  and  folemn  day 
ry  in  the  execution  of  his  pro-  j  '-—for  the  fake  of  which,  the 
miles,  tho”  feme  impioufly  in-  I  atmofphere  (hall  be  diflblved 
fult  him  witii  dilatorinefs,  but  j  in  flames,  and  the.firft.  prin- 
is  only  exercifing  his  patience  |  ciples  of  things  fhall  melt 
over  us  mortals,  and  defirous  j  with  intenfe  heat. 

tfiai  not  any  of  us  Ihould  finally  I  13  But  we  Chriftians,  ac- 
periffi,  but  that  every  indivi-  I  cording  to  his  promife,  are 
dual  Ihould  come  to  fincere  l  the  expedtants  of  new  hea- 
iepentance.  J  veris,  and  of!  a  new  earth,  the 

jo  But  that  mod  awful  day  I  refidence  of  holinefs  and  vir- 
fhall  fuddenly  furprife  the  I  tue. 

world,  like  a  thief  in  the  dead  J  14  As  yob  have,  therefore, 
of  night  —  in  which,  the  I  my  fellow  Chridians,  thefe 

Vol.  II  .  S  glorious 

p  a  very  finking  and  emptiatieal  word,  fignifving  the  awful  and 

tremendous  found  with  which  this  folemn  cataftropjhc  will  be  attended. 

it  T ag  TOO  roif  (*n  xvft’oif 

newra  To^a/xaTcc  ri  veurro&xira  x,  uirtfoyxa  po lyp 

fi  rapi^ti  Kurcttytpoytuuii  ctm  np.  P  hit  art  o.  Mar  cell,  p.558.  Edit.  Gr. 

'  Ujboni. 

To?  fi, ip  t7T  tixpoTXTnf  fin  bnrtfw  o£a  poi^w 
ItTrtpzlafi.inv  nptw  ofiSm. 

Jf+UcKti  Rhsdlif  lib.  ii.  <->>• 
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glorious  profpe&s  exhibited  I  fteady  miferably  torture,  as 
before  you,  make  it  your  con- 1  they  do  the  other  parts  of 
ftant  iludy,  by  a  fpotlefs  and  I  fcripturc,  to  their  own  fatal 
irreproachable  life,  to  be  then  I  ruin, 
found  in  a  ftate  of  friendlhip]  17  Do  you,  therefore,  my 

and  peace  with  your  judges  |  beloved  Chriftians,  as  you  are 

1 5  And  do  yoti  regard  the  j  previoufly  acquainted  with 
forbearance  and  patience  of!  thefe  momentous  concerns, 
the  Almighty  as  exercifed  to  I  be  ever  cautious,  left  you  too 
fecure  your  final  falvation  —  I  be  hurried  down  by  the  ftream 
a  light,  in  which  Paul,  our  J  of  the  pernicious  errors  of 
dear  Chriftian  brother,  by  I  thefe  abandoned  perfons,  and 
that  wifdom  with  which  he  |  for  ever  let  go  your  prefent 
was  illuminated,  hath  juftly I  liability. 

placed  it,  in  the  epiftleshei  18  But  make  continual 
hath  written  to  you.  I  improvements  in  the  know- 

16  Indeed,  in  all  his  let- 1  ledge  of  the  gofoel  of  our 
ters  he  treats  of  thefe  impor- 1  Lord  and  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift , 
tant  particulars  —  In  which  I  to  whom-  be  glory  aferibed 
letters  there  are  feme  things  I  both  now  and  in  all  the  re- 
difficult  to  be  underftood, I volving  ages  of  eternity! 

which  the  illiterate  and  un-  [  Amen* 

* 

* 

i 


The  Firft  Epiftle  of  John. 

CHAP.  I.  I  2  for  the  publifher  of  fu- 

I  ture  life  was  manifefted  to? 
1  T*  TI M,  who  was  from  I  the  world  —  we  faw  his  per- 
I  "  I  the  beginning,  I  fon  —  we  do  now  bear  our 

JL  JL  whofe  voice  we  j  teftimony  to  his  million— and 
heard,  whofe  perfon  our  eyes  I  announce  unto  you  everlaft- 
furveyed,  whom  we  viewed  I  ing  life,  of  which  the  fupreme 
with  the  raoft  accurate  atten-  I  Father  was  the  original  do- 
tion,  whom  we  handled  with  j  nor,  and  which  hath  now 
our  hands — I  mean — the  re-  I  been  explicitly  revealed  to 
vealer  of  immortality  :  J  us  : 

3  Him. 
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3  Him,  I  fay,  whofe  per- 1  confeflion  of  our  crimes,  the 
Ion  we  furveyed,  and  whofe  I  Deity  is  merciful  and  com- 
i'acred  voice  we  heard;  we  |  paflionate  to  forgive  us  our 
now  announce  to  you  —  that!  fins;  and  to  obliterate  all  the 
you  alio  may  be  intimately  |  ftains  of  our  paft  guilt: 

con  netted  with  us  in  the  fame!  10  If  we  declare  that  we 
common  privileges  —  for  we  I  jtave  lived  totally  free  from 
are  intimately  connetted  with  I  all  fin,  we  impeach  his  vera- 
the  fupreme  Father,  and  with  j  city,  and  are  ftill  utter  ftran- 
his  Son  JefUs  Chrift:  J  gers  to  his  religion; 

4  Thefe  things  we  write I 
unto  you,  in  order  that  ourl 

joy  on  your  account  may  be  I  CHAP.  If. 
confutnmate.  I 

5  This  is  the  meiTageweli  Tl/TY  dear  fellow-Chri- 

have  received  from  him,  and  I  J.VJ.  ftians,  I  write  thefe 
which  we  tlow  pubJiih  to  J  things  to  ydu  to  deter  you 
you.  That  the  Deity  is  pure  I  from  fin —  but  if  any  of  you 
and  pertett  light,  whofe  lu-M  hath  finned,  we  have  a 
lire  is  totally  unpolluted  with  I  Comforter  with  the  fupreme 
the  Ieaft  darknefs.  I  Parent,  the  holy  Jefus. 

6  If  we  aflert,  that  we  have  1 .  2  He  is  an  ‘expiatory  fa- 

an  intimate  union  with  him;  I  crifice  for  our  vices — but  not 
while  at  the  fame  time  we I  merely  for  ours;  but  for  the 
walk  in  darknefs,  our  afTer- 1  vices  of  the  whole  world, 
tion  is  falfe,  and  we  cherifh  a  I  3  By  this  we  are  affured 
fatal  error.  I  chat  we  are  the  genuine  pro- 

7  But  if  we  walk  in  light,  I  feffors  of  his  religion,  if  we 

of  which  he  is  the  fource  and  I  prattife  his  commands, 
fountain,  we  are  connetted  |  4  He  who  declares  he  is 

to  one  another  by  the  moft  I  a  profeffor  of  his  gofpel,  while 
endearing  ties;  and  the  blood  J  he  violates  the  duties  he  en- 
of  his  Son  Jefus  Chrift  totally  j  joined,  is  guilty  of  falfehood, 
expunges  all  our  prior  guilt.  I  and  cherifhes  a  moft  perni- 

8  If  we  declare  we  are  I  cious  error. 

entirely  free  front  vice;  we  j  5  But  he  who  makes  the 
are  guilty  of  dreadful  felf- I  rules  of  his  gofpel  the  law  of 
deception,  and  indulge  a  moft  J  his  life,  in  him  the  love  of  the 
pernicious  error.  #  j  Deity  hath  in  truth  been  car- 

9  But  if  we  make  penitent  J  ried  to  its  ultimate  perfettion 

S  3  *— this 


9  Apxprns 


26  o 

—  this  is  the  foie  infallible 
rule,  by  which  we  ;are  to j  udge 
of  the  real  genuinenefs  of  our 
profeflion. 

6  He,  who  aftefts  that  he 
is  a  fincere  belidver  in  him, 
ought  to  propoft  his  life  a 
cortftarit  model  fbr  Ins  daily 
imitation. 

7  My  dear  fellow  -  Chri¬ 
ftians,  I  do  not  inculcate  upon 
you  any  new  precept — I  only 
enforce  that  old  injunction 
which  has  been  urged  upon 
you  from  the  very  firft  pub¬ 
lication  of  Chrifti^nity  —  this 

old  injunction  is  the  law  which 
you  hive  had  propounded  to 
you  from  the  firft  inftitution 
of  the  gofpel : 

8  1  may  juftly,  however, 
ftile  this  a  new  injunction, 
which  is  illuitrated  in  his  life, 
and  in  yours  —  becaufe,  the 
gloomy  darknefs  is  d ifiipated 
and  vani (lied,  and  the  true 
fun  is  new  rifen  upon  the 
world. 

9  He,  who  fays  he  is  illu¬ 
minated  by  its  facred  beams, 
and  at  the  fame  time  hates 
his  Chriftian  brother,  is  ftill 
to  this  moment  in  the  gloom 
of  darknefs; 

io  He,  who  loveth  his 
Chriftian  brother,  enjoys  the 
full  fplendour  of  this  light, 
and  finds  no  impediment  to 
obitruCt  hitn  in  his  path : 


Chap.  u. 

vi  But  he,  who  hateth  his 
Chriftian  brother,  is  involved 
in  darknefs  —  his  path  is  co¬ 
vered  with  darknefs  —  he 
knows  not  whither  he  directs 
his  fteps,  becaufe  the  dark¬ 
nefs  hath  fealed  his  eyes  in 
total  obfeurity. 

§ — 12  Young  converts,  I 
write  to  you,  becaufe  all  your 
former  vices  are  forgiven  you 
in  confequence  of  your  recep¬ 
tion  of  his  gofpel. 

1 3  Senior  Chriftians,  I  write 
to  you,  becaufe  you  adopted 
his  religion  at  its  firft  publi¬ 
cation— to  you  its  later  con¬ 
verts  I  write,  becaufe  you 
have  fubdued  the  wicked  r 
■foe —  I  write  to  you,  young 
‘converts,  becaufe  you  have 
acknowledged  the  one  true 
:  God : 

j  14  I  write  to  you  fenior 
! Chriftians,  becaufe  you  em¬ 
braced  his  religion  at  its  firft 
promulgation  —  I  write  to 
you,  its  larer  converts,  becaufe 

you  are  fteady  in  your  adhe¬ 
rence  to  its  principles,  and 
this  fyftem  of  divine  truths 
is  indelibly  imprefTed  upon 
your  minds,  and  you  have 
yanquifhed  the  *  fell  adver- 
fary. 

1  Cj  Cherifh  not  an  Inordi¬ 
nate  pafiion  for  the  world,  or, 
for  worldly  objects  —  from 
tfiat  heart,  hi  which  the  world 

centers. 
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*  Tit  mf»pcr,  meaning  the  faJfe  religion  of  the  lie  at  hens. 

*  Namely,  the  falie  religion  of  the  Heathens. 
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Vi 


centers,  the  love  of  God  Is 
totally  excluded. 

1 6  For  not  one  fenfual  en¬ 
joyment  this  world  contains, 
arifmg  cither  from  the  grati¬ 
fication  of  appetite,  or  the 
lull  of  gold,  or  the  pomp  and 
pageantry  of  life,  proceeds 
from  God  —  thefe  proceed 
fnlely  from  a  fordid  fecular 
dilpofition. 

17  The  world,  and  every 
object,  that  excites  our 

animal  pailions,  are  rending 
to  a  final  di  Ablution — but  he, 
who  fteadily  conforms  to  the 
will  of  God,  lhall  continue  in 
exigence  to  all  eternity. 

1 8  My  dear  fellow  -  Chri- 
ftians,  this  is  the  laft  period 
of  the  Jewilh  difpenfation 
and  as  you  have  been  inform¬ 
ed  that  a  great  adverfary  of 
Chrillianity  will  arife,  fo,  at 
prelent,  there  have  many  cor¬ 
rupters  of  pure  Chrillianity 
made  their  appearance — from 
which  circumftance  we  are 
fully  convinced  that  the  very 
laft  period  of  the  Jewilh  dif¬ 
penfation  is  now  approached. 

1 9  Thefe  depravers  of  the 
fimplicity  of  the  gofpel  went 
out  of  our  focieties,  but  they 
were  not  the  genuine  mem¬ 
bers  of  our  locieties  —  had 
they  been  fmcere  profeflors, 
they  would  have  continued 
with  us — but  they  have  given 
a  public  demonftration  that 


2&1 

they  are  not  any  of  them  the 
real  friends  of  Chrillianity. 

20  But  you  are  endowed 
with  the  facred  efFufion  of  the 
holy  Spirit,  and  have  a  clear 
knowledge  of  all  the  genuine 
do&rines  of  Chrillianity. 

:  2 1  I  have  not  written  to 
you,  becaufe  you  are  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  true  fundamental 
principles  of  Chrillianity 
but  becaufe  you  have  a  clear 
perception  of  them,  and  be¬ 
caufe  you  know  that  all  falfe 
doftrine  is  iinconfiflent  with 
truth. 

22  Who  is  the  vender  of 
falfe  do&rine,  if  he  is  not, 
who  denies  that  Jefus  is 
the  true  Mefliah  ? — He,  who 
denies  this,  is  the  anti-chrift, 
rejecting  in  reality  both  the 
Father  and  the  Son. 

2  3  For  every  one,  who  re¬ 
jects  the  Son,  does  at  the 
fame  time  abjure  the  Father. 

24  To  the  principles  you 
adopted  at  the  lirft  publica¬ 
tion  of  the  golpel  doyou  ad¬ 
here  inflexibly — If  the  truths 
you  then  heard  and  embraced 
continue  indelibly  fixed  in 
your  minds,  you  will  con¬ 
tinue  immoveable  in  your 
profeflion  of  the  Son  and  of 
the  Father. 

25  'lo  this  fidelity  you 
have  every  inducement—  for 
he  hath  exprelsly  projnifed  to 
us  an  happy  immortality. 
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26  I  have  written  thefcl 

things  to  you  to  guard  you  I  CHAP.  III. 

from  the  attempts  of  thole,  1 

who  ftudy  to  feduce  you  into  1 1  TJEhoJd  !  what  fignal 
fatal  errors.  I  j~j  love  hath  the  fupreme 

27  But  the  effufions  of]  Parent  expreffed  for  us  in 
thofe  fpi  ritual  gifts  you  re- 1:  deigning  to  denominate  us 
ceived  from  God  continue  I  the  Tons  of  God  \  —  It  is  for 
with  you,  and  you  have  no  I.  this  reafon  that  a  depraved 
need  of  any  one  to  inftruCt  ft  world  doth  not  acknowledge 
you  in  Chriftiariity  —  As,  I  us,  as  it  did  not  acknowledge 
therefore,  by  means  of  thefe  1  him. 

miraculous  endowments  which  |  2  My  dear  fellow  -  Chri- 

illuminate  your  minds  with  E  Ilians,  how  we  are  the  Tons 
truth,  and  guard  you  from  jjof  God,  but  it  is  not  yet  re- 
crror,  you  are  prefented  with  I  vealed  to  us  with  what  feli- 
a  clear  and  comprehenfive  I  city  we  fhall  be  in  veiled  !  — 
view  of  the  Chriftian  doCtrine,  Jjwe  know,  however,  that  when 
you  will,  I  3m  peitfuaded,  ac- J:he  fhall  appear,  we  fhall  be 
cording  to  the  directions  of  I  transformed  into  a  glorious 
this  heavenly  monitor,  ever  I  refemblance  to  his  perfon  — 
continue  firm  in  your  adhe-  lifor  we  fhall  fee  him  as  he  is  1 
rence  to  Chriflianify.  I  3  Every  one,  therefore, 

28  My  dear  fallow- Chri- 1  who  cherilhes  this  tranfporr- 
ftians,  do  you,  therefore,  I  inn  hope  in  his  bofom,  will 
maintain  an  inviolable  fidelity  {imitate  that  fpotlefs  purity, 
to  him— that  at  his  moft  glo~  j  which  he  exhibited  in  his 
rious  advent  our  hearts  may  I  life. 

be  elated  with  holy  confi- 1  •  4  Every  one,  who  is  guil- 
dence,  and  our  mind3,  when  I  ty  of  vice,  is  guilty  of  a  vio- 
wc  are  ranged  before  his  I  lation  of  the  divine  law — for 
tribunal,  may  be  wholly  dif- 1  vice  is  a  violation  of  law : 
poflefled  of  confdous  terror  I  5  and  you  know  that  the 

and  confufion.  I  defign  .of  his  million  was  to 

29  If  you  know  that  the  {extirpate  vice,  and  that  he 
Deity  is  holy,  you  know  that  I  himfelfwas  perfectly  free  from 
every  one,  who  leads  an  holy  I  all  vice. 

life,  is  one  of  his  genuine  j  6  No  one,  who  is  a  true  pro- 
children.  !  feflor  of  his  gofpd ,  leads  a 

|  wicked  life  —  every  one,  who 
|  is  guilty  of  habitual  wickcd- 
1  nefs. 
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nefs,  is  an  entire  Granger  go  Ifhould  mutually  lore  one  an* 
the  nature  of  his  religion.  | other: 

7  My  dear  Chriftian  con*  I  1.2  and  not  a&  like  Cain, 

verts,  let  no  one  {educe  you  I  who  was  a  child  of  the  wick- 
into  fatal  error  —  he,  who  1  ed  being,  and  embrued  his 
leads  an  holy  life,  is  holy  in  ]  hands  in  his  brother’s  blood — ■ 
rhe  fame  manner  as  Jefus  is  I  But  what  inftigated  him  to 
holy.  J perpetrate  this  murder?  — 

8  He,  who  lives  in  wick- 1  It  was,  bccatffe  his  principles 
ednefs,  is  of  the  devil — for  I  were  wicked,  and  his'bro- 
from  the  firft  origin  of  the  j  ther’s  virtuous. 

world  he  Hill  continues  a  wick*  J  13  Let  it  not  excite  your 
cd  being  —  for  this  end  the  ]  aftoniftimentj  that  you  are 
Son  of  God  appeared  on  j  the  obje&s  of  the  world’s  ha- 
earth,  in  order  that  he  might  I  tred. 

utterly  abolilh  the  empire  he  I  14  We  have  the  fulleft 
had  eroded.  j  conviction  that  we  are  tranf- 

9  Every  one,  who  hath  slated  from  death  into  life, 

been  '  born  of  God,  doth  not  j  becaule  we  cberiih  a  fincere 
lead  a  wicked  life,  becauie  die  I  love  for  our  fellow  Chriftj? 
principles  he  received  at  his  j  ans  —  He,  in  whole  heart  the 
moral  birth  are  inherent  in  j  love  of  his  Chriftian  brother 
him,  and  it  is  morally  impof-jis  totally ,  extind,  is  the  de- 
fible  for  him  to  pr act iie  wick*  |  voted  vidi;im  of  eternal  death, 
ednefs,  becaufe  he  hath  been  I  15  Every  one,  who  hates 
born  of  God.  I  his  Chriftian  brother,  is,  in 

jo  By  this  the  children  of  lefteft,  a  murderer  —  and  you 
the  true,  and  the  children  of  j  know  that  every  murderer  is, 
the  falfe.  Deity,  are  diferimi- 1  neceflarily  precluded  from  e*. 
nated  —  every  one,  who  lives  ]  yerlafting  lift, 
not  in  the  pradicc  of  virtue,  I  16  In  this  we  fee  his  ama¬ 
hs  not  a  child  of  God  —  nor  I  zing  love,  for  he  voluntarily 
is  he,  whole  heart  is  deftitute  I  furrendered  up  his  life,  for 
of  love  to  his  Chriftian  brother:  lour  benefit—  and  we  alfo,.in 

11  for  this  is  the  meflage  r  imitation  of  him,  ought  chear- 
you  received  at  the  firft  pub- 1  fully  to  devote  our  lives  for 
lication  of  Chriftianity  among  I  the  good  of  our  Chriftian  bro- 
you.  That  wc  Chriftian*  I  ther, 

S  4  17  But 

▼ 

'  Adopting  the  Chri Atari  religion  is  juflly  tlyled,  king  born  of  QoJt  or 
uiliercd  into  a  ntnv  moral  txifmu 
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1 7  But  he,  who  is  bleffed 
with  opulence,  and  can  fee 
his  Chrirtian  brother  in  indi¬ 
gent  circumftances  without 
commUerating  and  relieving 
his  diftrefles,-  how  can  the 
love  of  God  be  faid  to  refide 
in  fuch  a  foul  ? 

1 8  My  dear  fellow  Chrifti- 
ans,  let  not  our  love  be  mere¬ 
ly  formal  and  ceremonious  ex- 
predion  ;  but  let  it  be  an  ac¬ 
tive  and  practical  principle. 

19  For  by  this  we  u  (hall 
know  that  we  are  the  genuine 
profeflors  of  his  gofpel  —  and 
by  the  culture  of  this  mod 
amiable  virtue  our  hearts  will 
be  elated  with  confcious  fatis- 
fattion  before  him : 

20  for  if  our  heart  reproach 

and  condemn  us,  that  Being, 
who  is  omnifcientu  is  more 
accurately  acquainted  with 
our  hearts  than  wie  ourlelves 
are. 

2 1  My  beloved  Chriftians, 
if  o'ur  conferences  do  not.  con¬ 
demn  us,  we  then  entertain  a 
firm  confidence  of  the  divine 
approbation. 

22  And  whatever  we  fo- 
licit  we  receive  from  him,  for 
\ve  obferve  his  commands, 
and  purfue  that  eourle  of  life, 
which  is  agreeable  to  his  will. 

2  3  Ana  this’  is  the  com¬ 
mand  he  hath  enjoined,  that 
we  fhould  embrace  the  gofpel 
of  his  Son  Jcfus  Chrift,  and, 


according  to  his  repeated  ad¬ 
monition,  mutually  chetijb’ 
the  kindeft  affection  for  one 
another. 

24  He,  who  regularly  ob- 
feryes  thefe  his  precepts,  is  re¬ 
ciprocally  united  with  him 
in  the  mod  intimate  bonds  —  • 
and,  that  he  is  united  with  us. 
we  know  from  thofe  fpiritual 
powers  with  which  he  hath 
endowed  us. 

CHAP.  IV. 


M 


Y  dear  fellow  Chri¬ 
ftians,  do  not  crcdu- 
loufiy  believe  every  perfon 
who  pretends  to  divine  infpi- 
ration*  but  carefully  explore 
the  claims  of  thofe  who  pro- 
fefs  they  are  infpired,  whe¬ 
ther,  in  reality,  they  are  actu¬ 
ated'  by  a  divine  afflatus  — 
becaofe  many  falfe  prophet; 
are  rifen  in  the  world. 

2  By  this  criterion  you  may 
diftinguifh  the  Spirit  of  Goai 
Every  perfon,  prerending 
to  the  Spirit,  who  aflerts  that 
Jcfus,  who  was  inverted  with 
human  nature,  is  the  true 
Mefflah,  is  from  God  : 
and 


3  ana  every  perfon,  arro¬ 
gantly  pretending  to  a  divine 
afflatus,  who  doth  not  conft/s 
that  Jefus,  who  was  inverted 
with  •  human  nature,  is  the 
true  Mefflah,  is  not  from  Got!. 
This  is  the  Spirit  of  that 

grand 

rr»r.7tfd«  i«  the  true  reading. 
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grand  adver&ry  of  Chriftiani- 1  knowledge  of  God — for  God 
ty,  of  whofe  future  coming  I  is  love, 
you  have  been  w  informed —  I  9  By  this  was  the  love  of 
this  ipirit  is  now  already  ope- 1  God  moft  illuftyioufly  difplay- 
ratiqg  in  the  world.  I  ed  amongft  us,  that  the  Deity 

4.  My  beloved  converts,  I  delegated  his  only  Son  a  mej- 
you  are  of  God,  and  have  re-  J  fenger  to  this  world,  that  m 
pulled  all  the  attacks  of  thde  I  confequence  of  his  million  we 
falfe  pretended  prophets  —  I  might  obtain  a  blefled  immor- 
for  the  ccicftial  Spirit,  which!  rality. 

aftuatf th  you,  is  infinitely  fu- 1  10  A  moft  aftonUhing  ex- 

perior  to  a  fordid  fecularj  predion  of  love  this  !  —  not 
fpirit.  I  that  we  loved  God  —  it  was 

5  They  are  folely  fwayedj  he,  who  loved  us,  anddepu- 
by  worldly  principles  —  it  is  I  ted  his  Son  to  offer  himfelf 
for  this  reafon  that  their  dif- 1  an  expiatory  facrifice  for  our 
courfes  are  entirely  confined!  vices. 

to  worldly  fubjects,  and  the!  11  My  dear  fellow-Chrifti- 
world  lifters  to  them  with!  ans,  if  the  Deity  in  this  fignal 
fond  attention-  I  manner  exprefied  his  love  for 

6  We  are  from  God  —  he,  I  us,  we  ought  mutually  to 
who  hath  attained  a  juftlcherilh  the 'moft  affectionate 
knowledge  of  God,  hears  usj  love  for  one  another. 

—  he,  who  is  not  from  God,  I  iz  No  perfon  hath  ever 
refufeth  to  hear  us —  This  is  I  feen  the  Deity —  but  if  we 
the  rule,  by  which  we  can  I  love  one  another,  the  Deity 
dilcriminate  a  true  prophet!  refides in  us,  and  our  love  of 
from  an  impoftor.  J  him  is  then  carried  to  its  ul- 

§  —  7  Mv  t|ear  fellow- 1  timate  perfection. 

C  hr  iftians,  let  us  love  one  an- 1  13  By  this  we  know  that 

uther  —  Love  hath  its  originl  we  are  intimately  united  to 
from  God— Every  one,  whofe  I  him,  and  he  to  us,  becaufc  he 
bofom  feels  the  facred  power!  hath  poured  down  upon  us 
of  benevolence  and  love,  is!  the  effufion  of  his  Spirit, 
born  of  God,  and  hath  attain-  14,  We  have  been  eye-wit- 
e<i  a  true  knowledge  of  the  nelfes,  and;  do  folemnly  tefti- 
Peitv.  fy,  that  the  Father  delegated 

8  1  le,  who  is  deftitute  of  his  Son  to  be  the  Saviour  of 
love,  is  deftitute  qf  all  juft  the  woirld ! 

15  Whoever 

■ 

”  Namely,  by  S;.  Paul  in  2  TbeJJfal .  ch.  it.  which  contains  that  ever  me¬ 
in  arable  prophecy  of  the  man  of  fin,  or  Ar.tichriS. 
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15  Whoever  finoerely  con- 
fefleth  that  Jefus  is  the  Son 
pf  God,  conne&s  fcimfelf  with 
God,  and  God  is  connected 
with  him  in  the  moft  intimate 
pnion. 

16  And  we  have  the  ftrong- 
cft  perception,  ana  the  fulleft 
conviftion  of  that  love,  which 
the  Deity  difplayed  towards 

—  God  is  love  • —  and  he, 

who  afiiduoufly  cultivates  this 
moft  amiable .  principle,  u- 
pices  himfelf  with  God,  and 
God  with  him. 

1 7  In  this  the  love,  which 
he  has  expreflcd  towards  us, 
hath  been  lb  infinitely  iliu- 
ltrious  and  confummate,  in 
order  that  we  may*  be  elated 
with  confidence  in  the  day  of 
} udgment — for  as  his  nature 
is  benevolence  and  love,  lo 
are  we  in  this  world  governed 
by  the  fame  principles. 

1 8  There  is  no  flavilh  fear 
in  love  —  perfedfc  love  ex¬ 
terminates  all  lervile  dread — 
fear  occafions  racfcin 
etude  —  he,  who  is 
with  abjed  tenors  is  ihort  of 
perfection  in  love. 

19  Let  us,  therefore,  love 
him,  becaufe  he  firft  exibi 
fuchan  amazing  inftance 
love  to  us ! 


ty  of  a  moft  egregious  error 
and  delufion  —  for  he  who 
loveth  not  his  Chriftian  bro¬ 
ther  whom  he  hath  frequent¬ 
ly  feen,  how  is  it  poflible  he 
Ihould  love  the  Deity,  whom 

he  hath  never  feen. 

21  This  precept  is  incul¬ 
cated  upon  us  by  him,  That 
he,  who  loves  God,  Ihould 
alio  love  his  Chriftian  brother. 


& 


CHAP.  V. 
VERY  one  w 


aunted 


fert, 


>  Should  any  perJon  af-  1  Rel 
that  he  loves  God,  while! 


lieves.  that  Jefus  is 
the  Mefliah,  is  born  of  God, 
and  every  one,  who  loves  the 
great  author  of  his  moral 
birth,  loveth  every  perfon 
who  is  x  born  of  him. 

A 

,  2  This  is  the  teft,  by  which 

Ve  know  that  we  love  the 
children  of  God,  when  we 
exprefs  our  love  to  God  by  an 
Pbfervance  of  his  commands. 

:  3  For  the  grand  criterion 
of  our  love  to  God  is  the  o- 
bedience  of  his  commands 
and  his  commands  are  not  ri¬ 
gorous. 

4  For  every  one,  who  is  born 

of  God,  attains  a  complear 
cianqueft  over  the  vices  of  the 
world,  and  the  arms  by  which 
this  vi&ory  13  atchieved,  are 
the  principles  of  the  Chriftian. 


to  re¬ 


st  the  fame  time  he  hates  his  |  pel  all  the  afiaultsofthisworld’ 
Chriftian  brother,  he  is  guil-  *  temptations,  except  the  man 


Chriftiaa :  tet  fbt*  On  chap.  lii.  wrfc 


who 


Chap.  v.  of  John.  *£7 

♦ 

who  hath  the  fulleft  convwfti-  which  God  hath  damped  the 
on  that  Jefus  is  the  true  Mef- 1  character  of  his  Son. 

Cah.  |  11  And  this  is  the  grand 

6  This  is  the  perfon,  even  a  truth,  which  is  thus  folem nly 
Jefus  the  Mefliah,  whofe  di-|  attefted  —  That  the  Deity 
vine  mifi»on  was  moft  illuftri- 1  hath  difpenfed  to  us  everlaft- 
oufly  attefted,  both  at  his  bap- 1  ing  life — and  this  blefied  im- 
tiiin,  and  at  his  death  —  not  I  mortality  js  announced  to  us 
at  jiis  baptifm  folely,  but  both  I  by  his  Son. 

at  his  baptifm  and  at  his  I  12  He,  Who  cordially  em- 
death  —  it  was  the  Spirit  of  I  braceth  the  teligiqn  of  Jefus, 
God,  who  attefted  his  cha-lis  entitled  to  immortality— 
racier — the  atteftations  of  the!  but  he,  whoreje&s  the  Chri- 
Spirit  are  abfolute  truth  and  I  ftian  revelation,  forfeits  im- 
veracity.  I  mortality. 

7  That  Jefus  is  the  Mef- 1  13  Theft  things  1  have 

fiah,  is  confirmed  by  the  I  written  to  you  who  are  firmly 
function  of  three  witnefles,  •  I  perfeaded  of  the  truth  of 

8  which  are  the  Spirit >  his  I  Chriftianity,  in  order  that  you 
baptifm ,  and  his  death  —  and  |  may  fee  that  you  have  ever? 
thole  three  witnefles  ail  unite  ]  lading  life  in  reverfion,  and 
to  atteft  this  one  great y  truth.  |  to  induce  you  to  adhere  in- 

9  The  tdlimony  of  men  |  flexibly  to  your  profeflion  of 
we  efteem  valid  —  but  the  |  the  goipeL 

teftimony  of  the  Deity  is  ]  § — j  4  Th  e  confidence  our 

ftamped  with  an  infinitely]  religion  encourages  us  to  re- 
greater  fan&ion  —  for  this  is  ]  pofe  in  God'  is  fuch,  that  if 
bis  teftimony,  by  which  he  ]  we  prefer  to  him  any  peti- 
hath  folemnly  confirmed  and  ]  tions  that  are  .agreeable  to  his 
ratified  the  divine  million  and  ]  will,  he  wilinot  repulfe  us. 
character  of  his  Son.  ]  15  And  if  we  are  perfua- 

t  o  He,  who  believes  on  ]  ded  that  he  will  not  repulfe 
the  Son  of  God,  hath  all  this  ]  thofe  petitions  we  addrels  to 
variety  of  evidence  to  atteft  ]  him,  we  know  that  we  Ihall 
his  belief —  but  he,  who  dif-  ]  obtain  thofe  particular  favours 

believes  the  teftimony  of  God,  ]  we  lolicited  from  him. 
impeaches  the  divine  vera-]  16  If  any  perfon,  by  an 
city,  becaufe  he  refufes  his  ]  impulfe  of  the  Spirit,  have 
atfbn t  to  that  evidence,  with  *  perceived  that  his  Chriftian 

brother 


>  Viz.  that  Jefus  is  die  iyielEah. 
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brother  has  perpetrated  a  J  ral  birth,  preferves  an  invio- 
crime  whofe  temporal  puntfh- 1  late  purity,  and  the  *  wicked 
ment  will  not  ifTue  in'  death,  I  being  cannot  injure  him. 
he  (hall  fupplicate  the  Deity,  I  19  We  know,  by  means 
and,  by  the  miraculous  gifts  I  of  the  gofpel,  we  are  com- 
with  which  he  is  endowed,  j  menced  the  children  of  God, 
he  lhall  reftore  tbofe  to  per- 1  and  that  the  whole  idolatrous 
felt  health  whofe  vices  have  j:  world  are  abjeft  flaves  under 
inflicted  on  them  a  difeafe  I  the  tyranny  of  the  falfe  and 
that  is  not  to  terminate  in  |  wicked  being : 
death  —  there  are  atrocious  |  20  But  we  know  that  the 

/♦  I 

vices  whiefy  fubjeft  Chriftians,  1  Son  of  God  was  delegated 
who  perpetrate'  them,  to  in-  j  from  heaven  to  mankind,  and 
evitable  ‘death  —  for  the  re- 1  has  clearly  inftrudted  us  in 
moval  of  thofe  difonders,  which  I  the  knowledge  of  the  true 
thefe  entail,  1  enjoin  you,  not j  God  —  to  this  knowledge  of 
to  petition  the  Almighty.  1  the  one  true  God  we  are  in- 
1 7  Every  violation  of  duty  I  trodqced  *  by  his  Son  Jefus 
k  finful  — ~  but  there  are  fins  I  Chrift — the  Being,  whom  we 
lels  aggravated  that  do  not  I  Chriftians  adore,  is  the  true 
devote  the  guilty  tp  temporal  I  God,  and  the  life  he  hath 
death.  promifed  his  votaries,  b  is 

We  know  that  every  eternal  and  everlafting. 

<one,  who  is  born  of  God,  2 1  My  dear  fellow  -  Chri- 

doth  not  live  in  the  practice  ftians,  guard  yourfelves  with 
of  wickednefs—  but  he,  wlio  the  utmoft  caution  from  ido.- 
hath  been  happy  in  this  mo-  la  try  l  Amen. 

*  Meaning,  the  fopertUtion  and  idolatry  of  the  world  which  the  Je- 1*. . 
Imagined  to  How  from  the  delation  and  wickedneft  of  /at an, 

*  So  «r  here  fignifies. 

b  Hrw  «  to  be  repeated  from 


The 

■ 
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The  Second  Epiftle  of  John. 

t  TOHN  an  early  con-.|  6  This  love  is  to  be  ex- 
I  vert  of  die  gofpel  to  1  prefled  by  a  regular  obfer- 
«/  Cyria  the  Chriftian,  ]  vance  of  his  commands — this 
and  to  her  children,  for  whom  I  is  the  capital  duty,  which  you 
not  only  myfelf,  but  all,  who  I  were  ever  enjoined  to  .obey 
have  embraced  the  truth  of  I  from  the  firft  publication  of 
the  gofpel,  cherifh  the  moft  j  the  gofpel  among  ydu. 
iincere  and  cordial  affection,  j  y  What  induces  me  to 
a  on  account  of  your  pro-  j  urge  this  upon  you,  is,  that 
feTioii  of  that  divine  fyltem  |  many  impQftors  have  now 
of  truth,  to  which  we  adhere,  j  rifen  in  the  world,  who  main- 
and  to  which  we  will  invio-  ]  tain  that  Jefus  Chrift  was  not 
lably  adhere  for  ever.  I  really  iovefted  with  human 

3  I  affectionately  wifh  you  I  nature — ;Hq,  who  aflerts  this, 
every  favour,  mercy,  and  fe-  is  an  impoftpr,  and  an  adver- 
licity  from  God  the  Father  fary  to  Chriftianity, 

of  the  univerfe,  and  from  our  8  Exercife  a  conftant  vigi- 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  the  true  lance  over  yourfelves,  that 
and  beloved  Son  of  the  fu-  our  fervices  among  you  may 
prtme  Parent.  not  be  totally  ineffectual,  tun; 

4  I  was  tranfported  with  j  that  we  may  reap  the  full  re¬ 
joy  when  1  was  informed  that  j  ward  of  our  minifterial  la- 
fame  of  your  children  were  I  bours. 

firmly  attached  to  the  una-  9  Every  one, -  who  violates 
uulterated  purity  and  truth  I  the  laws  of  Chriftianity,  and 
of  the  gofpel,  of  which  the  continues  not  in  his  profdfion 
Deity  exprefsly  enjoined  us  of  the  gofpel,  throws  off  all 
to  be  inflexibly  tenacious.  j  due  regard  to  the  Deity — 

5  I  now  require  you,  Cyria,  but  he,  who  is  immoveably 

to  cherifh  a  mutual  affeCtion  ]  attached  to  the  do&rine  of 
and  benevolence  for  one  ano-  j  Chriftianity,  maintains  a  be- 
ther  —  no  hovel  injunction  coming  regard  both  to  die 
this  —  for  it  was  ftrenuoufly  Father  and  to  the  Son. 
inculcated  from  the  firft  com- 1  10  If  any  perfbn  comes  to 

mencement  of  the  Chriftian  j  you  and  denies  this  funda- 
difpenfation.  1  mental  doflrine,  don’t  admit 

him 


tyo  The  Third  Epiflle 

him  into  your  houfe,  or  givfe  1  commit  them  to  paper,  for  T 
hirti  an  hofpitable  reception.  1  hope  to  pay  you  a  vine,  and 

1 1  For  he,  who  treats  fuch  I  from  a  perforial  converi'e  with 
an  adverfary  of  Chriftianity  J  you  to  derive  the  moil  con- 
with  this  friendly  relpcCt,  is  1  fummate  joy. 

an  aflociate  with  him  in  his  j  13  The  children  of  your 
wicked nefs.  J  After,  a  worthy  Chriftan,  em- 

12  I  have  a  thoufand  things  I  brace  you !  Amen, 
to  fay  to  you,  but  I  will  not  1 


4 


i  TOHN  an  early  con- 
I  vert  of  the  gofpel  to 

%M  Cains,  for  whom  I 
retain  the  moft  faithful  and 
fincere  affection. 

2  My  amiable  friend  j  I 
affectionately  wifh  you  the 
fame  happi nefs  and  fuccefs  in 
ail  your  temporal  at  you  notv 
enjoy  in  all  your  fpmtualy  in- 
terefts. 

3 1  felt  the  higheft  exceiles 
of  joy  and  tranfport,  when 
the  Chriftians  came  and  in¬ 
formed  me  of  your  firm  and 
inviolable  attachment  to  the 
purity  and  truth  of  the  gof- 
pel. 

4  It  is  impoffible  my  bo- 
fom  can.  experience  fublimer 
raptures  than  thole,  with 
which  it  is  penetrated  by  the 
accounts  I  receive  of  my  con-; 


I  verts  adhering  to  the  truth 
of  the  gofpel. 

5  My  dearfellow-Chriftian, 
your  conduct  is  generous  and 
noble  both  to  thofe  Chriftians^ 
who  live  around  you,  and  to 
thofe  who  are  ftrangers. 

6  Thefe  have  bore  an  ho¬ 
nourable  teftimony  to  your 
benevolence  before  the  fo- 
ciety  here  —  and  you  will  do 
a  very  worthy  ana  commen¬ 
dable  aCtion,  if  you  will  cf- 
cort  thole,  who  wait  upon 
ybu  with  this,  fome  part  of 
their  journey,  in  a  manner 
worthy  a  religious  worlhipper 
of  God* 

7  For  thefe  petfons  travel¬ 
led  from  this  place,  to  pro¬ 
pagate  the  Chriftian  religion,- 
from  motives  entirely  difin- 
terefted  —  refufing  to  take 

any 


of  John.  zyt 

any  money  from  the  convert- 1  imitate  what  is  wicked,  but 
ed  Heathens.  I  what  is  virtuous  —  he  who 

8  To  fuch  perfons  as  thefe  I  pradtiles  virtue,  is  the  child 
it  is  our  incumbent  duty  to  I  of  God  —  he,  who  leads  a 

give  a  friendly  and  holpi  table  I  wicked  life,  is  a  perfect  ftran- 
reception  —  in  order  that  we  I  ger  to  the  true  nature  of  God. 
may  co-operate  with  them  in  I  i  z  Demetrius  hath  an  uni- 
the  advancement  of  the  I  verfal  character,  which  he  ve- 
truth.  I  ry  juftly  merits  —  to  his  ex- 

9  I  wrote  to  the  fociety  — ■  I  emplary  conduit  we  give  a 

but  Diotrephes,  who  affelts  I  chcarful  fu  Stage  —  and  you 
a  magifterial  direftion  over  it,  I  know  that  our  teftimony  to 
peremptorily  refutes  to  admit  I  his  diftinguiihed  worth  is  true, 
us.  I  1 3  1  had  a  thoufand  things 

10  Wherefore  when  I  come  |  to  write,  buo  will  not  commit 
I  will  c  recall  to  his  remem- 1  them  to  paper : 

brance  the  actions  he  is  guilty  I  14  for  I  hope  foon  to  vifit 
of  — ■  infolently  abufing  us  rypu,  and  enjoy  the  fatisfaHion 
with  wicked  reproaches  —  I  of  a  perlbnaj  interview  with 
but,  not  fatisfied  with  this,  he  1  you. 
neither  entertains  the  Chrifti- 1  1 5  Happinefs  attend  you ! 

an  Grangers,  nor  fuffers  thole,  I  Our  friends  embrace  you. 
who  are  willing  to  entertain  I  Prefent  my  affectionate  re- 
them,  but  expels  them  out  of  I  membrance  to  all  my  friends 
the  Ibciecy.  I  in  particular; 

1 1  My  dear  friend,  do  not  * 

c  Tm+two),  I  will  make  him  remember.  An  apoftollic  and  authoritative 
denunciation. 


The 
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UD E,  a  devoted  fer- 
vant  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
the  brother  of  James, 
to  thofe  who  have  been  blef- 
fed  with  diftinguifhed  privi¬ 
leges  by  God  the  Ibpreme  Pa* 
rent,  and  been  admitted  into 
the  Goipel  of  Jefus  Chrift, 
according  to  the  d  original  in¬ 
tention  of  the  Deity, 

2  may  love,  mercy,  and  e- 
yefy  felicity,  in  the  airfpleft 
xneafure,  bedifpeufed  to  you. 

3  Dear  fellow-Chriftians, 
cheri  firing  an  extreme  defire 
to  write  to  you  concerning  our 
comtnbn  Ghritfianitv,  1  judg¬ 
ed  it  neceftary,  in  the  letter  I 
ihould  tranfmit  to  you,  im¬ 
portunately  to  urge  and  con¬ 
jure  you  to  exert  your  utmoft 
endeavours  to  promote  that 
pure  and  genuintf  doCfcrine, 
which  was  delivered  to  the 
holy  apoftles. 

4  For  certain  perfons  have* 
in  a  clandeftine  manner,  iftfi- 
nuated  themfelves  into  the 
church,  who  were  long  ago 
delcribed  as  proper  objects  of 
future  condemnation  j  guilty 
of  horrid  impiety,  perverting 


the  gOfpel  of  our  God,  to  (a no¬ 
tify  ficentioufnefs  and  debau¬ 
chery  —  renouncing  the  one 
fupreme  God  and  gover¬ 
nor  of  fhe  dhiverle,  and  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

5  I  am  defirous  to  remind 
you  of  what  you  cannot  be 
unacquainted  with,  That  God, 
who  once  refeued  his  people 
from  Egyptian  fervitude,  af¬ 
terwards  devoted  thole  of 
them  to  deftrudion,  who  re- 

1  nouheed  his  obedience : 

6  the  angels  too,  who 
maintained  not  the  ftation  af- 
figned  them,  but  delertcd 
their  proper  rank  and  pro¬ 
vince,  he  precipitated  into  in¬ 
fernal  darknefs,  confined  them 
in  eternal  fetters,  and  hath 
refer ved  them  in  cuftody  to 
.the  final  judgment  of  the 
great  day : 

7  Sodom  alfo  and  Go- 
mprra,  and  the  adjacent  towns, 
who  were  funk  in  the  lame 
debauchery  with  them,  and 
had  abandoned  themlelves  to 
all  the  de  tellable  excefies  of 
unnatural  luft,  are  publickly 
exhibited  by  the  Deity  as  an 

example 


h^ve  been  rtfirvti,  or  tkjl'mtd ;  that 

Chrift. 


rf  J  tJ  D  E. 


trample  of  the  final  fate  of 
the  wicked,  being  reduced 
by  inextinguilhable  fire  to 
utter  and  total  dcftru£hori. 

8  Notwithstanding,  how¬ 
ever,  thefe  divine  infli&ions* 
•thefe  idle  dreaming  fpecula- 
tifts  pollute  themfelves  With 
every  fcnfual  enormity*  throw 
off  with  contempt  all  regard 
to  government  and  law,  and 
pour  the  molt  opprobrious 
calumnies  upon  thofe  who  fill 
Rations  of  dignity  and  au¬ 
thority  :  . 

q  whereas  Michael  the 
arch-angel.  When  he  was  en¬ 
gaged  in  a  conteft  with  the 
devil,  concerning  the  body  of 
Moles,  did  not  deign  to  load 
this  wicked  being  with  any 
reproachful  contumelious  lan¬ 
guage,  but  mildly  laid,  “  The 
Lord  rebuke  thee.” 

i  o  But  thefe,  rail  at  things 
with  which  they  are  totally 
unacquainted  —  their  know¬ 
ledge  is  folcly  confined  to 
thofe  fcnfual  propensities  and 
appetites,  which  they  have  in 
common  with  the  irrational 
brutes  —  and  thefe  they  in¬ 
dulge  to  the  higheft  excefles 
®f  depravity  and  pollution. 

t  i  Dreadful  deftruftion  is 
impending  over  them,  for 
they  have  trod  in  the  Reps  of 
Cain,  have  run  the  wild  ca¬ 
reer  of  Balaam’s  error  and 
avarice,  and  have  plunged 
themfelves  into  deftruftion  bv 
Vol.  IT, 
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obftinatelyoppofing  the  truth, 
like  Core. 

1 2  They  are  at  your  loye- 
feafts,  a  blcmilh  and.  fcandal 
to  Chriftianity  —  pampering, 
at  that  time,  their  intempe¬ 
rate  appetites  without  Thame 
or  fear — They  are  like  clouds 
deftitute  of  rain,  that  are 
ttranfported,  .in  every  direc¬ 
tion,  by  furious  blafts  —  they 
are  like  leaflefs  naked  trees  at 
the  commencement  of  winter, 
without  fruit,  dead  for  two 
feafons,  torn  up  by  the  roots. 

13  They  ire  like  the  wild 
and  raging  billows  of  thg 
qcean,  lurioiilly  emitting  the 
toam  of  their  own  infamy  and 
frame  —  they  are  like  eccen¬ 
tric  comets  —  for  them  are 
referred  the  horrors  of  eter¬ 
nal  gloom. 

14  Enoch,  the  feventh  from 
Adam,  uttered,  as  an  admo¬ 
nition  to  thtfe  alfo,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  folerrj  n  denunciations 
—  “  Behold  1  the  Lord  co- 
meth  with  myriadLof  Tib 
holy  angels, 

15  to  palp  the  final  fen- 
tence  upon  all  men,  and  to 
convi&  the  profane  and  aban¬ 
doned,  of  all  the  enormities 
they  have  perpetrated,  and 
of  all  the  horrid  impieties! 
which  profligate  creat'ures 
have  eontumelioufly  uttered 
again  ft  him.” 

1 6  T hele,  repine  and  murJ 
mur  againft  God,  utter  que- 

T  rulous 
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rulous  complaints  againft  the  i  render  yourfelves  the  obje# 
allotments  of  providence,  fol- 1  of  the  divine  approbation  and 
low  the  lead  of  theif  depraved  I  love,  in  joyful  expe&ation  of 
appetites,  vend  the  moil  wild  j  that  cverlafting  life,  which 
and  turgid  extravagancies,  la*  r  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will 
yifhing  boundlesfs  adulation  I  finally  difpenfe. 
and'  appladfe  on  worthlefsj  2 a  Some  of  thefe  unhappy 
chara&ers,  merely  from  a  I  perfons  do  you  c  fharply  re* 
mercenary  principle.  I  prove — f  reafoning  with  them 

1 7  But  do  you,  beloved  I  and  convicting  them  of  their 
Chriftians,  ever  bear  impref-  I  erroneous  principles  and  prac- 
fed  on  your  minds  the  words-  [  tiees 
which  were-  formerly  fpoken  I  23.  others  do  you  fave  from 
by  the  apoflles  of  our  Lord  |  thefe  pernicious  mi  flakes  with 
Jefus  Chrift :  1  the  tendereft  anxiety  —  mer- 

x  8  for  they  a  fibre  you,  I  cifuHy  plucking  them,  as  it 
<c That,  in  the  ck>fe  of  the!  were,  from  the  encircling 
laft  period  of  the  Jewifh  dif- 1  Barnes  —  (hewing  your  utter 
penfarion,  there  would  rife  up  J  abhorrence  of  the  lead  ap- 
impious  feoffors,  following  I  proach  to  any  moral  infection- 
the  lead  of  their  lenfual  and  I  and  defilement, 
deprayed  appetites,  ”  |  24  To  that  great  Being, 

19  Thefe  are  the  perfons,  I  who  is  able  to  guard  and  fr- 
Who  introduce  factious  divi-  J  cure  you  from  falling  into 
lions  among  you  —  aban-  J  thefe  deftruttive  errors,  and  to- 
doned  fenfualifts,  and,  con  fe-  [exhibit  you  before  his  glorious 
quently,  in  them  the  fpiritual  J  tribunal,  fpotlefs  and  irre- 
gifts  are  totally  extinct.  I  proachable,  with  hearts  en- 

20  But  do  you,  beloved  I  raptured  with  ineffable  exut- 
.Chriftians,  by  eftablifhing  |  tation  and  tranfport : 
yourfelves  on  the  firm  bails  j  25  to  the  one  fupreme 
of  our  moft  holy  religion,  I  ®  God,  our  Saviour,  be  glory 
and  by  the  practice  of  conftanf  I  and  majefty,  fovereignty  and 
prayer,  proceeding  from  an  |  power  aferibed,  both  now, 
holy  and  devout  mind,  J  and  through  all  the  revolving 

21  be  folicitous  ever  to  f  ages  of  eternity  1  Amen. 

*  Em  forri  »  the  tree  reading. 

r  Oi*xpM,K*Kj.  reofafungt  txpejlulating  with  diem  :  io  this  word  often 
both  in  ja&td  and  prvfam  writers . 

t  is  not  in  the  beft  MSS, 
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CHAP.  I. 


i  revelation  of 

I  Jesus  Christ 

JL  which  the  Deity 

permitted  him  to  exhibit,  in 
order  to  dlfcover  to  his  fer- 
vants,  events  that  would  Ipee* 
diiy  be  ac  com  pH  fired  —  ac¬ 
cordingly  he  dilpatched  hii 
angel,  and  Cgnified  them  to 
his  fervant  John. 

2  The  truth  of  thefe  dif- 
coveries  of  the  Almighty  he 

folemnly  attefts —  as  hie,  for¬ 
merly,  gave  his  teftimorfy  to 
thole  tranfaftiofis  of  Chrift,  of 
which  he  was  hrmleif  a  spec¬ 
tator. 

3  Happy  is  he,  who  care- 
{ u!ly  peruleth,  and  they  who 
attentively  hear,  the  prophe¬ 
cies  of  this  volume,1  and  faith¬ 
fully  regard  the  admonitions 
it  contains — for  the  rime  of 
their  accomplifhmenc  will  ve¬ 
ry  fpeedily  commence. 

4  John,  to  the  feven  chur¬ 
ches  in  Minor  Alia  —  may 
every  favour  and  felicity  re¬ 
dound  to  you  from  that  Being, 
who  is,  who  was,  and  who 

will  be  >  and  from  the  feveri . 


fpirits,  who  attend  before  lib 
throne* 

5  and  from  Jefus  Chrift 
that  divine  witnefs,  whole  ve¬ 
racity  may  be  confided  in, 

I  who  Was  the  very  fir  it  who 
rofe  from  the  grave  to  im¬ 
mortality,  and  Who  is  the  So-, 
vefeign  of  die  fove  reigns  of 
the  wbrld  — to  felnx,  who  «c- 
prelTed  for  us  fuch  diftinguifh- 
ed  love*  who  h  extricated  us 
From  the  fortitude  of  vice,  by 
means  of  the  efttlfion  of  his 

blood, 

■  €  who  CoQ^ituted  us  kings 
and  priefh  to  the  fbpremc 
Being,  his  God  and  Father*  to 
him  be  glory  and  dominion 
throughout  all  the  revolving 
ages  of  eternity !  Amen. 

‘  7  Behold  1  hie  Cometh  with 
clouds — every  eye  fhall  lee 
him— -they  tod,  who  once 
embroed  their  hands  in  his' 
blood,’  fhall  behold  this  fpec- 
tacle— -and  all  the  various 
tribes  of  the  earth  fhall  utter 


utter 

the  moil  piercing  lamenta¬ 
tions' —  his  corriing  is  moft 

certain  1  Amen. 

8  I  am  Alpha  and  Ome¬ 
ga,  the  beginning  and  the 

T  i  end. 


h  Aivatti,  'Jt  liver cd  uj  from  our  fins,'  is  the  trite  reading.  Blood 
rot 


zj6  Tbe  Revelation  oj  John.  Chap,  i, 

end,  faith  the  Lord  God,  the  I  and  encircled  round  the  waifte 
Being,  who  is,  who  was,  and  I  with  a  golden  zone : 
who  Will  be,  the  fupremel  14  His  head  and  his  hair 
univerfal  governour.  I  had  the  pureft  luftre,  like  the 

§ — 9  I  John,  your  fellow-  I  whiteft  wool,  or  the  new  fa! 
Chriftian,  fellow-fufferer,  and  lien  fnow  —  and  his  eyes  crr.it- 
fellow-expeftant  of  the  future  I  ted  a  piercing  light,  rcfem- 
glorious  kingdom  of  Jefus  I  bliifg  bright  flames  of  fire  : 
Chriflr,  being  in  the  iilandl  15  His  feet  Ihonc  like  the 
Patmos — an  exile  there  fori  mo  ft  refined  and  poliflied  am- 
my  attachment  to  the  revela- 1  ber —  and  the  lolemnity  of  his 
tion  of  God,  and  for  my  I  voice  was  like  the  deep- full 
profefiion  of  the  gofpel  of  I  found  of  many  waters  : 

Jefus  Chriftj  I  16  In  his  right-hand  he 

10  was,  on  that  day  Jnlbeldfeven  ftars — out  of  his 
which  our  Lord  rofe  from  the  ]  mouth  played  a  fharp  two- 
dead,  endowed  with  the  affia- 1  edged  lance — and  his  whole 
tus  of  the  Spirit,  and  heardl  perl'on  Ihot  a  ftrong  luftre 
behind  me  a  loud  founding  I  like  the  fun  in  his  meridian 
voice,  like  the  acute  clangors  I  effulgence. 

Of  a  trumpet.  |  vj  Struck  with  the  fight, 

1  f  Thfc  Voice  fiMemnly  ar-  J  l  funk  doWn  at  his  feet  as  one 
ticulated  thefe  words  — “  1 1  dead — he  approached  me,  laid 
am  Alpha  and  Omega,  the  I  his  right-hand  upon  me,  and 
firft  and  the  laft— twhac  thou  I  thus  Ipoke  —  “  Banilh  thy 
feeft,  write  down  in  a  volume,  I  terrors  I  am  the  firft  and 
and  tranfmit  it  to  the  chur- 1  the  laft  : 
thes  in  Minor  Afi4>-  to  Ephe*  I  18  I  once  animated  an  hu- 
fus,  to  Smyrna,  to  Pergamns,  I  man  body  —  I  once  fuffered 
toThyatira,  to  Sardis,  to  Phi- 1  death— but  behold  !  I  exift, 
ladelphia,  and  to  Laodicaea.”  I  and  lhall  flourilh  in  exiftence 

12  Inftantly  I  turned  to  I  through  all  the  end lefs  ages  of 
explore  the  voice,  which  thus  I  ieternity — to  my  hands  are 
addrefied  me,  and  immedi- 1  committed  the  keys  of  death 
lately  beheld  feven  branches  of  I  and  the  grave : 

a  golden  candleftick ;  i  19  commit  to  writing, 

1 3  In  the  center  of  thefe  |  therefore,  what  you  have  feen, 
feven  branches,  I  faw  an  hu- j  and  the  things  which  will  be 
man  figure  refembling  the  |  accomplifhed  both  in  the  pre- 
ton  of  man,  veiled  in  a  robe!  fent  and  future  ages. 

that  Bowed  down  to  his  feet,  I  20  With  regard,  firft,  to 

the 


Chap.  ii. 

the  explanation  of  what  is 
figuratively  intended  by  the 
kven  liars  which  you  law  me 
hold  in  my  right-hand,  and 

bv  the  feven  branches  of  the 

* 

golden  candleilick — the  feven 
/tars  are  defigned  to  reprefent 
the  pallors  of  thole  feven  chur¬ 
ches  —  and  the  feven  bran¬ 
ches,  which  you  (aw,  fignify 
the  churches  themicives. 

CHAP,  II. 

■ 

i  rpO  the  pallor  of  the 
J.  church  in  Ephefus 

write,  in  my  name,  thele  di¬ 
rections  —  Thefe  are  the  ex- 
prels  words  of  him  who  hold* 
rth  in  his  right-hand  the 
feven  liars,  and  who  occu- 
picth  the  center  of  the  feven 
branches  of  the  golden  can¬ 
dle  (lick  : 

2  I  know  your  actions, 
the  diftrcHei  you  Puffer,  and 
the  conllancy  you  difplay*—  I 
know  that  the  wicked  are  the 

4 

objc<5t  of  your  utter  averfion 
and  abhorrence,  that  you  have 
carefully  examined  into  the 
pretentions  of  thole,  who  falle- 
Iy  arrogate  to  themfelves  the 
apollolic  character,  and  have 
found  them  to  be  vile  im- 
pollors ; 

3  you  have  fuftained  your 
fullering*  with  Chrillian  forti¬ 
tude,  you  exercife  an  exem¬ 
plary  conllancy,  you  have 

been  expofcd  to  cliftrcfles  for 


»77 

your  profeflion  of  my  reli¬ 
gion,  but  have  not  funk  under 
them, 

4  But,  notwithstanding 
thefe  dderved  eulogies,  1  have 
reafon  to  cenfure  yotlr  con¬ 
duit  — -  for  you  have  fuHered 
your  firft  a  Sections  to  grow 
cold  and  languid. 

5  Confider  ferioufly,  there¬ 
fore, your  unhappy  declenfion, 
reform  what  is  irregular,  and 
return  to  th^t  virtue  you  at 
firft  Ctifpiayed  —  otherwife,  if 
you  continue  impenitent,  I 
will  fpeedily  come,  and  tear 

down  your  lamp  from  the 
place  it  now  occupies. 

6  You  haVe,  however,  one 
thing  that  merits  commenda-r 
tion  —  you  dereft  the  practi¬ 
ces  of  the  Nicolaitans,  which 
1  aifo  abhor.. 

7  He,  wfio  is  endowed  with 
underftanding,  let  him  em¬ 
ploy  it  in  a  :ferious  attention 
to  the  admonitions  which  the 
Spirit  addrefteth  to  the  chur¬ 
ches — To  him*  whole  virtue  is 
vi&otibus,  I  will  grant  free 
accefs  to  cat  the  immortal 
fruit  of  the  tree  of  life,  which 
blooms,  in  the  center  of  the 
paradife  of  God. 

8  Toithc  paftor  of  the 
church  of  Smyrna  add  refs  this 
admonition  —  Thele  are  the 
exprefs  words  of  him,  who  is 
the  firft  and  the  laft,  who 
opce  fufftred  death,  but  is  no\y. 
reinftated  in  immortality. 

x  a  'at 
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vft  <fbe  Revelation  of  John.  Chap.  ii. 

9  I  know  your  a&ions,  the  i  who  brand  ilheth  the  lharp 
diftrefles  you  fuftain,  and  the  |  two-edged  lance. 

deep  poverty  in  which  you  are  I  13  1  am .  intimately  ac¬ 
tant  — but,  notwithftanding  I  quaihted  with  your  condition 
your  temporal  indigence,  you  I  and  circumftances  —  1  know 
pofleis  (hining  treafures  of  ini- 1  you  reiide  in  a  place,  where 
xnenle  wealth  —  I  know  alio  I  the  throne  of  h'cacheniftn  is 
the  factious  animoficics  and  I  erected  —  1  know  you  adhere 
calumnies  of  thole,  who  glory  I  immoveably  to  my  profelfion, 
in  their  being  Jews  \  who  are,  I  and  that  you  did  not  abandon 
yet,  lo  far  worn  deferving  to  [  your  principles  in  chat  feverc 
be  (tiled  the  fele<ft  community  I  time,  when  Antipas  my  faith- 
of  God,  that  tjiey  are  the  |  ful  martyr  was  murdered  in 
community  of  fatan.  I  youi*  city, —  a  place,  where 

10  Be  not  intimidated  by  I  the  heathen  adverfary  bears  a 
thole  lufferings  which  thou  I  fovercign  fway. 

art  going  to  fupport —  be- 1  14  Yet,  notwithftanding 

hold !  your  heathen  perfecu-  I  thefe  deferved  com  mend  a- 
tors  will  can  fome  of  you  into  I  tions,  1  have  a  few  things  to 
prilon  —  in  order  that  your  I  alledge  againft  you  —  for 
fteadinefs  to  your  principles  I  you  countenance  thofe,  who 
may  be  brought  to  the  cell,  I  efppufe  the  fame  pernicious 
and  you  will  cOnflift  with  I  errors  4$  Balaam  did,  who 
forrow  and  fufiferiiig,  ten  days  I  inftrufted  the  princes  of  Moab 
—  But  be  you  <  zaithful  to  I  how  to  feduce  the  Ifraelites 
death,  and  I  will!  adorn  your  I  from  their  duty,  by  alluring 
temples  with  a  wrieath  of  im- 1  them  to  eat  things  confecrated 
mortality.  I  to  falls  gods,  and  enticing 

1  r  Let  every  one,  who  is  I  them  to  debauchery, 
endowed  with  reaion,  careful-  J  1 5  In  the  lame  manner 
ly  employ  it  in  diligently  I  you,  alio,  retain  and  encou- 
at tending  to  the  directions  I  rage  among  you  perfons,  who 
which  the  Spirit  addrefleth  to  |  adopt  the  tenets  of  the  Nico- 

the  churches  —  He,  whole  |  lairans,  which  I  abhor, 
yirtue  is  victorious,  lhall  not  be  I  16  Inftantly  reform — if  you 
injured  by  the  lecond  death.  I  refufei  1  will  very  Ibortly 
§- — it  To  the  paftor  oft  come,  and  fight  againft  this 
the  church  in  Pergamus  con-  i  abandoned  party  with  the  fla- 
vey  this  mefTage  —  Thde  are  I  ming  lance,  which  i fiftieth  out 

the  exprels  words  of  him,  *of  my  mouth. 

1 7  He, 

♦  ♦  w 
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1 7  He,  who  is  poflefled  of  I  who  aiTome  the  (acred  cha- 
rational  powers,  let  him  exer?  I  radef  of  publick  inftrudtors, 
ciie  them  in  attentively  confi- 1  tq  vend  their  enormities,  to 
dering  thofe  warnings,  which  I  delude  my  fervants,  to  com-r 
the  Spirit  directs  to  the  chur- 1  mit  all  the  excefics  of  debau¬ 
ches  —  To  him,  who  gains  a  f  chery,  and  to  eat  of  victims 
complete  conqucft  over  the  |  that  have  been  immolated  to 
temptations  of  this  life,  I  will  I  idols, 
impart  the  dele&able  food  of  I  ;  2 1  I  allowed  thefe  wicked 
the  celeftial  manna,  and  I  will  I  impoftors  (pace  to  repent  of 
alfo  give  him  a  *  white  flonei  I  their  abominable  fenlualities, 
marked  with  the  iafeription  |  but  they  have  not  repented, 
of  a  new  name,  the  immenfe  ]  22  Behold  1  1  will  come 

value  of  which  no  one  knows,  I  and  cad  them  and  their  iiceti- 
but  the  happy  recover.  I  tious  party  into  dreadful  mi- 

§ — 18  To  the  paftor  of  J  fery,  unlefs  they  reforna  their 
the  church  in  Thyatira  tranf- 1  immoral  practices, 
mit  this  meflage  —  Thele  I  23  And  the  converts,  they 
things,  faith  the  Son  of  God,  j  have  gained  to  their  princi- 
whofe  piercing  eyes  dart  a  I  pies,  1  will  involve  in  the 
radiance  like  the  brighteft  I  mod  dire  and  horrible  fate 
flames,  and  whole  feet  are  like  I  —  and  all  the  churches  (hall 
burnifhed  amber-:  [know  that  I  am  the  Beings 

1 9  I  am  perfe&Iy  aquaint- 1  whofe  unerring  knowledge  in- 
ed  with  your  circum dances,  I  timately  explores  the  human 
with  your  mutual  affeftian,  I  heart  — *  to  every  one  of  you 
your  benevolence,  your  fide- 1 1  will  proportion  rewards, 
iity,  your  unfhakeq  canftancy  I  or  punUhmebts,  according  to 
—  and  know  that  your  latter ,  I  your  aftions. 

is  more  diftinguifhed  for  your  |.  24  To  you  I  folemnly  de- 

virrue,  than  your  firfiy  ftate.  [  clare,  and  to  all  others  in 

20  Yet,  notwithftanding  j  Thyatira,  who  have  not  adop- 
this  your  eminent  worth,  I  ted  thefe  deftruttive  errors, 
there  are  a  few  things  in  your  I  but  are  perfedfc  ftrangers  to 
conduifl,  that  delervc  my  cen- 1  the  profound  di Emulation 
ture  —  for  you  fulfer  with  |  and  hypocrify  of  thefe  advert 
impunity  perions  of  as  aban- 1  fanes  of  ChrUUanity :  to  you, 
Uoned  profligacy  as  Jezebel  1 1  folemnly  declare,  that  I  will 

T  4  impole 

*  A  while  ftone  was  given  to  conquerors  in  the  games  b>^  the  judges* 
containing  the  name  and  the  prize  of  him  that  conquered  See  oe. 

jltJtmftfon,  p.  331, 
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impole  no  additional  burden 
upon  you : 

25  only  be  folicitous  to 
adhere  inflexibly  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  you  already  retain,  ’till 

my  ftcond  appearance. 

26  For  him;  who  repels 
this  world’s  temptations,  and 
maintains  an  uniform  tenor  of 
lleady  virtue,  I  will  caufe  to 
triumph  over  the  Heathens, 

27  and  he  (hall  rule  them 
with  an  iron  feeptre,  and 
their  power  lhall  be  crulhed 
and  annihilated  — like  vefleU 
of  brittle  clay  —  to  effect  this 
demolition  of  my  adveriaries, 
I  will  exert  that  power  with 
which  my  Father  hathinvefted 
me : 

28  and  I  will  adorn  him 

* 

with  the  fplendors  of  the 

morning-ftar. 

29  Let  every  one,  who 
poflelTes  intellect ipal  faculties, 
employ  them  in  a  ferious  at¬ 
tention  to  thofet  dire&ions, 
which  the  Spirit  addrefleth  to 
the  churches. 


CHAR.  III. 

* 

I  /T^O  the  paftor  of  the: 

A  church  in  Sardis, 
deliver,  in  my  name,  this 
meilage  —  Thefe  arc  the  ex- 
refs  injunctions  of  him,  who 
ath  the  feven  Spirits  of  God 
•and  the  feven  ftars  — I  am 
conicious  of  all  thy  adtions 


—  I  know  that  you  have  a 
mere  nominal  life,  and  that 
you  are  morally  dead. 

2  Be  vigilant,  and  reani¬ 
mate  the  vircues  that  are  ready 
to  expire — for  1  have  not 
found  that  your  holinefs  hath 
attained  its  Ultimate  perfection 
in  the  fight  of  my  God. 

3  Remember,  therefore, 
the  nature  of  chac  religion  you 
embraced  —  adhere  to  it,  and 
repent  —  if,  notwithftanding 
this  admonition,  you  fuller 
yourfelf  to  repofe  in  fupine 
i  negligence  and  carelefsnefs,  I 
will  furprife  you,  like  a  thief, 
and  you  fliall  not  know  in 
what  hour  X  will  ru(h  upon 
you. 

4  Yet,  qotwithftandingthis 
general  corruption,  you  have 
a  few  perfons  of  dirtinguilhed 
virtue  in  Sardis,  whofe  moral 
purity  hath  not  been  fullied 
by  the  Rains  of  thefe  immo¬ 
ralities—  thefe  perfons  of  fuch 
eminent  worth  lhall  dwell  for 
ever  with  me,  arrayed  in  fplen- 
did  and  magnificent  robes. 

5  He,  who  vanquilhes  the 
world’s  temptations,  Hia.Il  be 
adorned  with  a  veil  of  pure 
and  matchlels  luftre  —  his 
name  I  will  never  erafe  from 
the  book  of  life — his  name 
I  will  proclaim  before  my  Fa¬ 
ther,  and  before  his  angels. 

6  Lee  him,  who  is  endowed 
with  uriderilandiiig,  diligently 
emplpy  it  in  regarding  the  ad¬ 
monitions 
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monitions  which  the  Spirit  in- 
cuicacech  upon  xhe  churches. 

§ — 7  To  the  pallor  of  the 
church  in  Philadelphia  tranf- 
mit  this  direction  —  This 
meflage  is  add  refled  to  you 
by  him,  whofe  holinefs  was 
perfect,  and  whole  truth  in¬ 
fallible —  who  hath  the  key 
of  David,  who  opens  the  gate 
of  Chriftianity,  and  no  one  is 
able  to  (hut  it ;  and  who  fliuts 
it,  and  no  one  hath  power  to 
open  it. 

8  I  know  every  part  of 
your  behaviour  —  Behold  1 
1  have  thrown  open  the  doors 
of  the  golpel,  and  admitted 
you  —  and  none  of  your  ad- 

verfaries  are  able  to  dole  them 

* 

—  1  know  that  your  worldly 
power  and  intcrefts  are  incon- 
lklerable  —  I  know  that  you 
have,  notwithftanding,  ad¬ 
hered  to  my  religion,  and 
never  renounced  the  profef- 
flon  of  it. 

9  Behotd !  I  will  make 
thofe  who  belong  to  fatan’s 
community,  notwithftanding 
they  arrogantly  boaft  that 
they  are  the  true  members 
of  the  jewifh  community — a 
character,  to  which  they  have 
no  pretenfions,  for  they  arc 
wicked  impoftors  —  I  will 
make  them  come,  and,  with 
the  moft  abjedt  fubmiflion, 
proftrate  themfelves  at  your 


Of  J 


2$i 


feet,  and  they  (hall  know  that 
you  are  the  diftinguilhed  obr 
je£l  of  my  love. 

i  o  As  you  have  faithfully 

preferred  the  inftru<5lions  I 
gave  you*  with  regard  to  con- 
ftancy  and  fortitude  in  your 
fufferings,  |  will  alio  preferve 
you  from  thofe  fevefe  trials* 
in  which  the  k‘  whole*  world 
will,  in  no  long  time,'  be  in¬ 
volved,  and  which  are  calcu¬ 
lated  to  bring  the  principles 

of  its  inhabitants  to  the  teft. 

1 1  Behold  !  my  coming  is 
immediate  i  inviolably  retain 
your  prcfent  principles,  that 
nothing  may  deprive  you  of 
the  crown  that  awaits  you. 

i a  Him,  whofe  virtue  is 
victorious,  I  will  ereft  as  a 
magnificent  pillar  in  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  my  God — a  pillar  that 
Ihall  reft  Upon  its  bafis  in  the 
celeftial  manfions  to  all  eter¬ 
nity  —  for  an  infeription,  I 
will  engrave  upon  it  the  name 
of  my  God,  and  the  name  of 
the  city  of  my  God,  the-New 
Jerufalem,  which  my  God 
will  caufe  to  defeend  from  the 
heavenly  abodes,  and  my  own 
natne. 

13  Let  him,  who  is  pof- 
fefled  of  rational  powers,  dili¬ 
gently  exercife  them  in  at¬ 
tending  to  the  admonitions, 
which  the  Spirit  addrefieth  to 
the  churches. 

§-14 


k  The  Roman  Empire. 
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§ — 14  To  the  paftor  of) 
the  church  in  Laodicsea  fend, 
in  my  name,  thole  in  ft  ruc¬ 
tions — This  is  the  exprefs  di¬ 
rection  of  him  who  is  truth 
itlelf,  a  witpefs  of  abfolute 
veracity  and  fidelity,  the  very 
firft  Being,  whom  the  Peity 
called  intoexiftence. 

15  I  am  perfectly  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  your  mor4  ft  ate  —  I 

know  that  your  zeal  for  the 
gofpel  is  neither  quite  ex  tin# 
and  frigid,  nor  yet  b  vigorous 
and  fervid — I  could  wilh  you 
were  the  one  or  the  other, 

1 6  Since,  therefore,  you 

are  now  in  a  ft  are  of  luke- 
warmneft,  a  diftgnteable  me¬ 
dium  between  the  two  op- 
pofite  extremes,  I  will,  in  no 
long  time,  ejeift  you  from  my 
heart  with  faftidibus  con¬ 
tempt. 

17  For  you  iafolently  fay 
l  have  immenfe  riches— 

I  am  in  moft  profperous  and 
Opulent  circumftances,  and 
want  nothing  to  add  to  my 
felicity  —  and  are  ignorant, 
that  you  are,  at  the  feme  time, 
a  moft  wretched,  miferable, 
poor,  blind,  and  indigent 
Creature. 

18  I  advile  you  to  pur- 
chafe  of  me,  Aiming  treasures 
of  refined  gold,  that  you  may 
acquire  iofid  and  dttrabfej 

wealth,  to  procure  robes,  of 
pnfullied  luftre,  to  hide  thy. 
flume  and  infamy  from  the 


world,  and  to  anoint  thine 
eyes  with  eye-falve,  that  thy 
vifion  may  be  reftored. 

19  Tnofe,  who  are  the 
objeds  of  my  love,  1  corred 
with  lalucary  chaftifement — 
Awake,  therefore,  thy  lan- 
guifhing  zeal  into  life,  and 
reform. 

20  Behold  !  I  ftand  at  the 
door  and  knock  —  if  any  one 
flball  hear  my  voice,  and  open 
the  door,  1  will  come  in  to 
him,  will  lhare  with  him  his 
entertainment,  and  he  lhall, 
in  return,  participate  mine. 

21  Him,  who  hath  totally 
yanquilhed  the  vices  of  the 
world,  I  will  permit  to  be  an 
afleflor  with  me  on  my  throne 
— even  as  1  gained  a  complete 
vj dory  oyer  the  world,  and 
was  advanced  to  be  an  afteflor 
with  my  Father  on  his  throne. 

22  He  who  is  endowed 
with  moral  and  rational  pow¬ 
ers,  let  him  carefully  employ 
diem  in  revolving  the  admo¬ 
nitions,  which  the  Spirit  di- 
re&eth  to  the  churches. 


CHAP.  IV. 

1  A  FTER  the  exhibition 

j£\,  this  feene  I  look* 

ed,  arid  behold!  a  door  was 
opened  in  heaven  —  and  the 
firft  voice,  which  I  heard, 
was  like  the  clangors  of  a 
trumpet,  directing  to  me  the 
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following  words—  “  Afcend  I  human  vifage— -the  fourth 
to  chefe  abodes*  and  I  will  I  was  a  dying  eagle, 
ftiew  you  what  events  mud  1  8  Each  individual  of  thefe 

fucceed  to  thefe.”  I  creatures  had  refpe<Stively_  fix 

2  In  ft  ant  ly  I  was  feixed  I  wings,*  which  encircled  it, 

with  the  Spirit— and  behold  1 1  within,  which  they  were  fu^ 
a  throne  was  erected  in  hea-  j  of  eyes — theft,  night  and  day, 
ven,  on  which  a  perfon  was  j  mceflantly  try  out.  Holy, 
fitting :  j  Holy,  Holy,  [xml  God,  the 

3  the  radiance  of  this  au*  1  univerfal  Governour,  who  is, 

guft  figure  refembled  the  I  was,  and  will  be  1  . 

fplendors  of  the  jafpeF  and  the].  9  And  whenever  fhe  crea- 
fardius  —  and  a  rainbow  en- 1  ;turcs  gave  glory,  and  honour, 
circled  the  throne,  whole  CO- 1  land  gratitude  to  him,  who 
lour  was  like  the  emerald.  jifits  on  the  throne,  who  will 

4  In  a  circle  around  this  I  flourish  in  exigence  through- 
throne  were  placed  four  and  I  out  all  the  endlefs  ages  of 
twenty  other  thrones,  on  which  I  eternity, 

I  (aw  four  and  twenty  venerl  .  10  thofe  four  and  twenty 

rable  perfonages  fitting,  veft- 1  venerable  perfonages  proflfcrate 
ed  in  white  robes  — the  tem- I  therofelves  before  him,  who 
pies  of  thefe  were  adorned  j  fits  on  the  throne,  and  de- 
with  golden  crowns.  j;voutly  worfhip  him, .  whole 

5  From  the  throne  in  the! being  is  extended  through. all 
center  ifiued  lightnings,  thun- 1  the  revolving  ages  of  eternity, 
dm,  and  loud  folemn  voices  l  and  call  down  their  crowns, 
—  Before  the  throne  feven  I  faying, 

lamps  were  burning,  which  I;  •  1 1  44  Worthy  art  tbou,  O 
reprdent  the  feven  Spirits  of  I  Lord,  to  rdcdve  glory,  and 
God.  I  honour,  and  power— for  thou 

6  Before  the  throne  was  a  1  wert  the  former  of  univerfal 

fc  H; 

fca  fmooth  as  glais,  and  fpark-  |  nature,  and  by  thine  almigh- 
jing  like  cryftal  —  and  in  the  J  ty  mandate  they  were  origi- 
ccnter  of  the  throne,  and  ini  n ally  formed,  and  now  exift!1* 
a  circle  around  it,  were  four  I 

living  creatures,  full  of  eyes,  I  CHAP.  V.  , 

before  and  behind.  f 

7  The  firft  living  creature  1 1  ./"VN  the  right-hand  of 

was  like  a  lion  —  the  feednd  |  hi  ns  who  fat  on  the 

like  a  calf —  the  third  had  an  \  throne  I  faw  a  volume  writ- 
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ten  all  over  with  characters 
Internally  and  externally,  and 
iealed  with  feven.  teals. 

2.  I  -then  law  an  Angel  of 
immenfe  ftrength,  proclaim¬ 
ing  with  aloud  voice — Who 
is  worthy  to  open  this  volume, 
and  to  loofe  its  teals  f 

3  But  no  being  in,  heaven, 
or  in  earth,  or  under  the 
earth,  was  able  to  unroll  the 
volume,  or  even,  to  iolpe&  it. 

4  Upon  this  1  was  bathed 
in  tears,  forrowing  that  no 
perfon  was  deemed  worthy  to 
unroll  and  read,  or  even  to 
view  the  volume. 

5  Upon  which  one  of  thofc 
Venerable  perfonages  thus  ac- 
cofted  me  —  Indulge  not  thy 
tears,  behold  the  Lion  of  the 
tribe  of  Juda,  the  root  of 
David,  hath  prevailed  to  open 
the .  volume,  and  break  its 
feven  feals. 


tures,  and  the  four  and  twen¬ 
ty  venerable  perfon  s  pro  ft  raced 
themfelves  before  theLamb — 
each  of  them  having  harps 
and  golden  vials  full  of  in- 
cenfe  —  which  reprefent  the 
prayers  of  the  holy  : 

9  and  they  chant  a  new 
ode,  faying  —  M  Worthy  art 
thou  to  take  the  book  and 
loofe  its  feals,  for  thou  wert 
immolated,  and  didft  pur- 
chafe  u$  to  the  Deity  by  means 
of  the  effufion  of  thy  blood, 
out  of  every  tribe,  language, 
nation,  and  community : 

i  o  and  didft  conllitute  us 
kings  and  priefts  to  our  God, 
and  we  reign  upon  the  earth.’* 
ill  then  looked,  and  heard 
die  voice  of  numerous  angels 
who  incircled  the  throne,  and 
of  the  living  creatures,  and 
the  venerable  elders  —  and 


their  numbers  were  myriads 
6  I  then  looked,  and  be-  ]  of  myrjads,  and  thoufands 


hold  in  the  center  of  the 
throne,  and  of  the  four  living 
creatures, (food  a  Lamb,  which 
teemed  as  if  it  hud  been  im¬ 
molated,  having  feven  horns 
and  feven  eyes  —  which  laft 
reprefent  the  feven  Spirits  of 
God,  difpatched  to  ail  the 
various  regions  of  the  world. 

7  TheLamb  then  approach¬ 
ed,  and  took  the  volume  out 
of  the  right-hand  of  him  who 
fat  upon  the  throne. 

8  Upon  his  taking  the  vo¬ 
lume,  the  four  living  crea¬ 


thoufands 

1 2  faying  with  a  loud  voice 
—  “  Worthy  is  the  Lamb, 
who  was  facrificed,  to  receive 
fovereignty,  and  dominion, 
and  wlfdom,  and  power,  and, 
honour,  and  glory,  and  blei- 
fing  !’* 

1 3  And  every  creature  that 
is  in  heaven,  or  on  earth,  or 
under  the  earth,  or  on  the 
tea,  all  beings  in  univerfal 
nature  I  heard  at  once  ex¬ 
claiming  —  “  To  him  who 
fits  upon  the  throne,  and  to 

the 
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the  1  .amb,  be  ble/ling,  and  .  to  bani(h  peace  from  the  earth, 
honour,  and  glory, and  tlomi-  land  to  involve  itsinhabitantt 
nion  through  all  the  rolling  jin  mutual  affaffinations  and 
ages  of  eternity !  ”  I  blood-lhed  —  into  his  hands 

1 4  The  four  living  creatures  I  there  was  put  .an  enormous 
faid.  Amen!  and  the  four Lfword. 
and  twenty  ciders  proftrated  J  :  5  When  he  opened  the 
themfelves,  and  worfhipped  I  third  leal,  I  heard  the  third 
him,  who  iiveth  to  all  eter- 1  living  creature  faying,  Ap- 
nity  !  I  proach  and  fee  —  immediate- 

I  ly  I  looked,  and  behold !  there 
I  was  portrayed,  a  deed  of  a 
C II A  P.  VI.  I  black  colour  j —  and  the  per- 

I  fon,  who  was  mounted  upon 
1  T  Looked  when  the  Lamb  I  him,  held  a  pair  of  feales  in 

J__  opened  the  firlt  of  the  I  his  hand : 

Teals,  and  I  heard  one  of  the!  6  and  I  heard  a  voice,  iffu- 
four  living  creatures  addref-llng  from  the  midft  of  the? 
(ing  himfelf  to  me  with  a  I  four  living  creatures,  pro¬ 
voke  like  the  folemn  note  of  I  nouncing  th*fe  words  — ^  A 
thunder,  and  laying,  Ap- 1  choenix  of  wheat  for  a  dena- 
p roach  and  fee.  Irius  and  three  choen ices  of 

2  Inltantly  l  looked,  and  I  barley  for  a  denarius  —  and 
behold !  there  was  exhibited  in  |  injure  thou  not  the  oil  and  the 
the  book,  the  effigies  of  a  I  wine. 

white  fleed — and  he,  who!  7  When  he  opened  the 
was  mounted  upon  him,  held  I  fourth  leal,  I  heard  the  voice 
a  bow,  and  a  crown  was  fixed  I  of  the  fourth  living  creature 
upon  his  head,  and  he  ad- 1  faying — Approach  and  fee. 
vanced  conquering  and  to  8  Accordingly  I  looked, 
conquer.  and  behold  !  a  deed  of  a  pale 

3  When  he  opened  the  fe-  colour  —  wfcofe  rider’s  name 

cond  fcal,  1  heard  the  lecond  was  Death  —  in  his  rear 
living  creature  faying,  Ap-  marched  the  Grave  —  and 
proach  and  Tee.  they  two  had  per  million  grant- 

4  Immediately  there  was  ed  them  to  deftroy  the  fourth 
prefented  to  my  view  another  (part  of  human  kind,  with  the 
deed  of  a  deep  red  —  and  to  fiance,  with;  famine,  with 
his  rider  was  permiflion  given  death,  and  wild  beads. 

9  When 

>  About  a  pint  and  half  our  meafurc.. 

■»  About  tight  pence. 
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<>  When  he  opened  the  I  by  a  violent  concuffion,  fhook 
fifth  feal,  I  faw  lying  prof-  I  from  their  bale  : 
trate  at  the  altar>  vail  numbers  j  15  and  the  fovereigns  of 
of  thofe,  who  had  /offered  I  the  earth,  the  illuftrious,  the 
martyrdom  for  their  Chriftian  I  opulent,  the  tribunes;  the 
profeffion,  and  for  their  invio*  J  moft  dignified  perfonages,  the 
lable  adherence  to  its  princi- 1  (lave,  the  freeman,  hid  them* 
pies.  I  felVea  in  the  eaves  and  rocks 

roTheie,  cried  with  loud  and  I  of  the  mountains  : 
piercing  accents — 'How  long,  I  16  and,  in  their  extreme 

O  God  of  infinite  hoiinefs  and  [  eonfternation,  thus  addre&d 
refritude,  doff  thou  delay  to  I  the  mountains  and  the  rocks 
judge  and  avenge  our  blood  of  I  —  w  Overwhelm  us  in  your 

the  inhabitants  of  the  world  1 1  ruins  !  and  for  ever  fkreen  us 
1 1  To  each  of  chefe  were  I  from  his  prefenice,  who  fits 
gjveh  white  and  brilliant  veils  I  upon  the  throne,  and  from 
—  and  they  Were  dire&ed  to  |  the  dire  refentment  of  the 
wait  a  little  longer  in  pati-- j  Lamb  I 
ent  expe&ation,’ till- the  period  [  1 7  for  the  great  day  of  his 

of  their  Chriftian  brethren,  I  vengeance  is  now  arrived  ? 
who  were  to  l'uffer  martyrdom,  [  Who  is  able  to  fupporc  its 
as  they-  bad  done,  fhoold  be  I  horror !  ” 
fully  completed.  | 

it  1  looked  when  He  open-  I  C  H  A  P.  VII. 
ed  the  fixth  feal,  and  behold  I  I 

there  was  a  great  Earthquake  [  r  jk  FTER  this  exhib?- 
— -  the  fun  became  black,  as  |  /\  tion  1  law  fourangefe 

fack. -Cloth  of  hair;  and  the  0  I  Handing  in  the  four  cardinal 
whole  moon  inftantly  turned  I  points  of  the  globe,  confining 
ted  as  blood  :  I  the  four  winds  that  nb  ftorms 

13  the  liars  dropped  froth  1  fboqld  blow  on  the  earth,  the 
the  fphere,  upon  the  earth  j  [  fea,  or  any  tree. 

as  a  fig-tree  drops  its  blsil*  I  2  1  faw  then  another  an- 
td  fruit;  when  agitated  by  a  [  gel  afeending  from  the  eall,' 
furious  fiorm  :  2  having  the  feal  of  the  living 

14  the  heaven  ftmmk up,  [God,  and  with  a  loud  Voice 
like  a  volume  of  parchment  |  he  cryed  to  the  four  angels; 
that  is  rolled  together  —  and  I  who  had  been  commifiioned 
every  mountain  and  ifle  were,-  ]  to  excite  deftruclive  com  mo- 

I  cions? 
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cions  in  the  earth,  and  in  the  I  xo  all  esclaiming  in  loud 
ocean :  1  accents  —  **  Salvation  be  a- 

3  faying  to  them  —  Inflift  |  fcribed  to  our  God,  who  fit- 
no  fatal  evil  either  on  the  J  tcth  upon  the  throne,  and  tv 
land,  or  on  the  ocean,  or  on  I  the  Lamb! " 

the  trees,  ’till  we  have  fealed  I  7 1  Upon  which  all  the  an- 
the  fervants  of  our  God  in  I  gels,  who  flood  in  a  circle 
their  foreheads*  1  found  the  throne,  the  elders, 

4  And  I  heard  the  num-  J  and  the  four  living  creatures,' 
her  of  thofe  who  were  im- 1  pfoftrated  tHemfelves  before 
prefled  with  this  leal,  and  it  I  the  throne,  and  devoutly  wor- 
was  an  hundred  and  forty-tfour  |  fhipped  God  ; 

thoufand  —  perfbns  of  every  I :  ra  faying  —  Amen !  may 
tribe  of  Ifrael  indifcriminate-  I  bleffing,  and  glory,  and  wi£ 

iy  fealed.  1  dom,  and  gr&titude,  and  ho- 

5  Of  the  tribe  of  Juda,|nour,  and  dominion,  '  and 
twelve  thoufand  were  iealed ;  I  power,  be  paid  to  our  God 
of  the  tribe  of  Reuben,  twdve  I  through  all  the  revolving  ages 
thoufand :  of  the  tribe  of  |  of  eternity !  *  Amen, 

Gad,  twelve  thoufand.  !  13  One  of  the  venerable 

6  Of  Afher,  twelve  thou- 1  perfonages  thjen  Aid  to  me — - 

fand :  of  Nepthalim,  twelve  I  Who  are  thefe  happy  perfons, 
thoufand :  of  Manafie,  twelve  j  who  are  enrobed  in.  thefe 
thoufand:  I  white  and  1  Odd  vefts  ?  from 

7  Of  Symeoii,  twelve  thou-  J  what  region  did  they  come  ? 

fand  :  of  Levi,  twelve  thou-  I  14  I  laid  to  him  — -  You, 
fand:  of  Ifachar,  twelve  thou-  I  fir,  need  not  to  be  informed 
land.  I  —  he  repfiedi,  Thefe  are  per- 

8  Of  Zabulon,  twelve  I  fons,  who  have  emerged  from 

thoufand  :  of  Jofeph,  twelve  |  the  depth  of  fbnows  and  fuf- 
thoufand :  of  Benjamin,  twelve  I  fcriogs;  who  have  wafhed 
thoufand.  I  their  robes,  and  given  them 

9  After  this  vifion  1  look-  I  this  confpkuous'whitenefc  and 

ed,  and  behold  !  a  moft  im- 1  luftre  by  means  of  the  efftifion 
menle  and  innumerable  mul- 1  of  the  Lamb’s  blood  : 
titude  of  all'  nations,  tribes,  !  15  for  which  diftinguifh- 

comm unities,  and  languages,  J  ed  virtue  they  are  advanced 
flood  before  the  throne,  and  1  to'  this  Hatton  before  the 

t  9  K  _  _ 

before  the  Lamb,  arrayed  in  1  throne  of  God,  and  iaceflanr- 
vrhite  doles,  and  holding  bran-  [  ly  worfhip  him  day  and  night 
ehes  of  palm  in  their  hands  i  I  in  his  temple  —  and  he,  who 

fitted* 

r 
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littech  upon  the  throne,  fhall 
fix  his  biifsful  refidence  a- 
mong  them. 

1 6  They  fhall  feel  the  fen. 
iations  of  hunger  and  of  thirfi 
no  more  for  ever  — *  neither  j 
the  fierce  rays  of  the  fun,  or 
any  other  fcorching  flames 
fhall  ever  afTail  them  : 

17  for  the  Lamb,  who  is  in 
the  midft  of  the  throne,  fhall 
be  their  fhepherd,  and  conduit 
them  to  the  fountain  of  the 
waters  of  n  life,  and  God  fhall 
wipe  -  every  tear  from  their 

eyes  1  i 

CHAP.  VIII. 

a 

1  TT  THEN  he  opened  the 

W  feventh  feal,  there  , 
was  a  profound  filence  in 
heaven  for  half  an  hour. 

2  And  1  faw  fcven  angels 
Handing  before  God,  and  there 
were  feven  trumpets  given  to 
them. 

3  Another  angei  then  ap¬ 
proached,  and  took  his  ftacion 

at  the  altar,  having  a  golden 
cenfef— and  to  him  there  was 
given  a  large  quantity  of  irt- 
cenfe  to  dti'er,  along  with  the 
prayers  of  the  holy,  on  the 
golden  altar,  which  Hood  be- : 
fore  the  throne. 

4  The  fmoak  of  this  fra¬ 
grant  incenie,  which  was  of¬ 


fered  together  with  the  de¬ 
votions  of  the  holy,  afcendcu 
from  the  angel's  hand  before 
the  Almighty. 

5  The  angel  then  cook 
the  center,  tilled  it  with  Hr: 
from  the  altar,  and  threw  it 
upon  the  earth upon  which 
there  inHantly  enfued  terrible 

founds,-  thunders,  lightnings, 
and  an  earthquake. 

6  After  this,  the  feven 
angels  who  had  the  feven 
trumpets,  prepared  to  found 
them. 

4 

7  The  firft  angel  founded 
his  trumpet — and  immediate¬ 
ly  dreadful  Horms  of  hail  and 
tire,  mingled  with  blood, 
rufhed  down  upon  the  world 
— the  third  part  of  the  trees 
were  burned  to  allies,  and  ail 
the  verdant  herbage  was  to¬ 
tally  conlumed. 

8  The  fecond  angel  found  ¬ 
ed  his  trumpet  —  and  an  im¬ 
mense  mafs,  like  an  enor¬ 
mous  mountain  all  involved 
in  fiames,  was  thrown  into 
the  ocean  and  the  third  parr, 
of  its  waters  inftantly  became 
blood  : 

9  and  the  third  part  of  the 
animals  expired  —  and  the 
third  part  of  all  the  Ihips  on 
its  furface  perifhed. 

10  The  third  angel  found¬ 
ed  his  trumpet  —  and  imme¬ 
diately  there  fell  from  heaven 

a  ftar 
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a  liar  of  vaft  bulk,  flaming  1 1  Taw  a.ftac  chat  had  fallen- 


like  a  torch  —.and  it  dropped 
on  the  third  part  of  the  rivers, 
and  upon  the  fountains  of 
waters. 

1 1  The  name  of  this  ftar 
is  wormwood  —  for  the  third 
part  of  the  waters  of  the 
earth  inftantly  turned  bitter 
as  wormwood  —  and  vaft 
numbers  of  the  human  ipecies 
died  by  drinking  the  waters, 
becaufe  they  were  impregnated 
with  l’uch  a  noxious  quality. 

1 2  The  fourth  angel 
founded  his  trumpet  —  and 
the  third  part  of  the  fun  was 
immediately  ft  ruck,  the  third 
part  of  the  moon,  and  the 

third  part  of  the  ftars - - 

that  the  third  part  of 
theft  luminaries  was  inftantly  i 
fhrouded  in  darknefs,  and 
the  third  part  of  the  day  and 
of  the  night,  alfoj  was  ob- 
loured  in  total  gloom. 

j  3  I  then  looked,  and  heard 
an  p  eagle  flying  through  the 
midft  of  heaven,  exclaiming 
with  a  loud  voice.  Woe,  Woe, 
Woe  to  the  world’s  inhabi¬ 
tants,  by  reafon  of  the  dire 
clangors  of  the  trumpets  of 
the  three  other  angels,  who 
are  yet  to  blow.  ! 

CHAP.  IX, 

i  f  I'  AHE  fifth  angel  found- 

I  ed  his  trumpet — and 

Vol.  II. 


from  heaven,  and  to  him  was 
given  the  key  of  thp  unfa¬ 
thomable  gulf. 

a  Immediately  he  opened 
tl^e .  unfathomable  gulf — » 
and  out  of  it  alcended  a 
dufky  vapour,  like  the.  black 
fmoak  that  rifts  from  a  largo 
fqrnace,  which  blotted  ouc 
the  fun,  and  involved  the 
whole  iky  in  gloomy  dark¬ 
nefs. 

3  From  this  fmoak  there 
iiTued  and  fell  iocpfts  upon 

J  the  earth,  which  were  tra- 
;  powered  to  inflict  the  fame 
dreadful  rniferfes,  which  fcor- 
pions  inflift. 

4  Theft  wqre  directed  not 
to  injure  the  herbage  of  the 
field,  or  any  verdure,  or  any 
tree,  blit  to  invade  thole  per- 
lonS  only  whp  had  not  the 
feal  of  God  iiflpreftcd  on  their 
foreheads. 

5  They  were  not  permitted 
to  puniih  men  with  death — 
only  to  torment  them  flvd 
months  — and  the  torments 
they  inilvft  were  like  the  ago¬ 
nizing  torture  a  perfon  feels 
from  the  bite  of  a  fcorpion. 

6  In  that  period,  mankind 
will  wiifa  for  death  to  releafe 
them  from  the  miferies  they 

•  #  j  -  F 

fuftain,  and  l]fiall  not  And  its 
friendly  aid  —  they  will  in¬ 
dulge  ardent,  defircs  to  die, 
but  death  fhall  refufe  to  dq- 

U  liver 
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liver  them  from  their  wretch-  j  four  horns  of  the  golden  a!- 
ednefs.  I  tar,  which  was  before  the 

7  The  figure  of  thefe  lo- 1  Supreme, 

cults  refembled  horfes,  com-1  14  faying  to  the  fixth  an- 
pleatly  harneffect  for  battle,  I  gel  who  had  the  trumpet  — 
on  their  heads  they  wore  glit-  I  Loofe  the  fetters  of  thole  four 
tering  ornaments^  like  golden  |  angels  who  have  been  con- 
crowns,  and  their  face  was  1  fined  at  the  great  river  Bu- 
like  the  human :  I  phrates. 

8  their  hair  refembled  the  I  15  Inftatitly  thofc  four  in¬ 

flowing  trefles  of  the  fair  fex,  I  gels  were  freed  from  their 
and  their  teeth  Were  like  the  j  chains,  who  were  commiflion- 
fangs  of  the  lion :  |  ed  to  deftroy  the  third  parr 

9  they  wore  breaft-plates,  I  of  the  human  fpecies  —  and 
that  had  a  fimilat  appearance  I  they  were  permitted  to  con- 
to  thole  that  arc  made  of  iron,  I  tinue  thefc  ravages  for  an 
the  found  of  their  wings  was  1  hour,  a  day,  a  month,  and  a 
like  the  tremendous  rattle  of  I  year. 

chariots,  when  vaft  troops  of  I  16  The  number  of  the  ca- 
cavalry  all  rufli  ihto  the  bat- 1  vaky  they  had  in  their  armies? 
tie :  1  was  two  myriads  of  myriads 

to  they  have  tails,  fimtiar  J — !  heard  the  number  re- 
to  thofc  of  the  fcorpion,  arm- 1  cited, 
ed  with  flings — and  they  have  I  1 7  I  alfo  law  in  the  vtfion- 

licence  to*  fpread  mifery  and  I  the  horfes  and  the  horlcmen 
wretchednefs  among  man- j  who  appeared  in  breaft-plaiC' 
kind,  for  five  months :  I  of  the  colour  of  fire,  of  ja- 

1  r  they  are  headed  by  a  J  cinch,  and  brimftone  —  rh- 
fovereign,  who  is  the  angel  1  heads  of  the  horfes  were  like 
of  the  unfathomable  gulf,  1  the  heads  of  lions,  and  from 
wliofe  name,  in  Hebrew,  is  I  their  mouths  ififued  fire  and 
AbaddOn,- in  Greek,  Apol-j  fmoak  and  brimftone. 

Jyon.  I  18  Ey  thefc  three  deftruc- 

.  12  The  firft  woe  is  paft — jtive  plagues  was  the  third 
behold  f  there  are  ftill  im^ }  part  or  the  human  race  mile- 
pending  two  more  woes,  fac- 1  rably  flaughtered,  by  the  fire, 
cclTive  to  this.  I  the  fmoak,  and  the  brimftone, 

§-—13  Thb  fixth  angel  I  which  ififued  out  of  their 
founded  his  trumpet- —  and  LI  mouths, 
heard  a  voice  ifluing  from  the- 1  19  For  the  whole  ftrength 

of 
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of  thcfc  horfes  is  confined  to|  and  he  fixed  his- right  foot  on 
their  mouths  r  and  their  tails  1  the  ocean,  and  his  left  on  the 
— for  their  tails  are  like  fer- 1  earth  : . 
pents,  and  they  have  heads  1  3  He  then  uttered  a  ioud 

annexed  10  them  —  it  is  with  I  and  trejilendous  vocifera- 
thele  they  do  all  the  fatal  |  tion,  like  the  roariiig  of  a 
execution.  .  I  lion  —  when  he  ceafed,  (even 

20  And  the  other  remain- 1  claps  of  thunder  uttered  their 
ing  part  of  mankind,  who  I  explofions. 

had  not  fallen  a  facrifice  to  I  4  After  the  fucceflive  ex- 
tiieie  depopulating  evils,  did  |  plofiorts  of  thefe  leven  claps 
not  repent  of  their  abandoned  |  of  thunder,  I  was  going  to 
vickednefs,  but  continued  to  I  write  down  the  words  they 
pay  their  adoration  to  fauls  I  pronounced  —  but  I  heard  a 
(iCpaftcd)  to  idols  of  gold,  I  voice  out  of  hpaven  add  re  fling 
lilver,  brals,  Hone,  wood  •»  I  me  and  laying  —  Supprefs  in 
blind  and  deaf  and  motion- 1  impenetrable  file  nee  what  the 
Id's  llatues :  I  tjhundcTs  fppfye,  and  commie 

21  nor  did  they  repent  of  I  it  not  to  writing. 

the  murders  they  perpetrated,  I  5  The  angel  then,  whoni 
of  the  arts  of  poifoning  they  1 1  faw  Handing  on  the  lea  and 
pra&ifed,  or  of  the  debau- 1  on  the  land, ,  raifed  his  right 
cherics  and  robberies  they  I  hand  to  Heaven, 
committed,  I  6  arid  foltimnly  fwore.  by 

f  that  Being,  vyhofe  duration  is 
to  all  eternity,  who  formed 
C  H  A  P.  X.  the  heaven,  .  and  all  beings 

who  inhabit  iL  the  earth,  and 
i  T  Then  faw  another  angel,  all  the  creatures  that  mpve 
X  of  immenle  ftrength,  de-  oii  its  furface,  and  the  ocean, 
feending  from  heaven,  array-  with  all  the  various  animals 
ed  in  a  *  cloud,  and  his  head  it  contains,  that  the  happy 
encircled  with  a  rainbow,  his  period  would  not  yet  corn- 
face  was  like  the  fun,  his  feet  mence, 
like  pillars  of  fire :  7  but  that  it  would  take 

2  He  held  in  his  hand  a  place  in  the  days,  when  the 
very  fmall  volume,  open  —  I  feventb  angel  founded  his 

*  U  2  trumpet 

'  K ■u  tr  rxif  tvfttts  ctvfuv  feem  to  have  been  the  original  reading. 

1  ■  Nube  cardentes  humcros  amiftus 

Augur  Apollo.  Herat,  lib.  1.  Ode  2", 
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trumpet  —  the  diipenfations 
of  God  would,  then,  receive 
their  full  and  perfect  com¬ 
pletion,  as  he  had  a  fibred  his 
fervants  the  prophets. 

8  The  voice  then,  which 
I  heard  from  Heaven,  directed 
itfelf  again  to  me*  and  faid — 
Go,  take  that  little  volume, 
which  is  held  open  in  .  the 
hand  of  the  angel  who  Hands 
on  the  fea  and  Ore  the  land. 

9  I  advanced  accordingly 
to  the  angel  and  laid  —  Give 
me  the  little  volume —  Take 
it,  he  replied,  and  eat  it  up — 
in  thy  mouth  it  will  have  a 
delicious  fweetriefs,  like  ho¬ 
ney  v  in  thy  ftortiath,  a  dif- 
agreeable  bitternefs. 

10  1  then  took  the  finall 
volume  from  rhe  angel’s  hand, 
and  eat  it  up  —  and  its  tafte 
in  my  mouth  was  like  the 
fweetnefs  of  homey,  but  in 

my  ttomach  it  had  an  acrid 
and  riaufeous  bitternefs. 

ri  He  then  faid  to  me, 
Thou  mutt  again  prophefy  to 
numerous  nations,  countries, 
languages,  and  kingdoms. 

* 

CHAP.  XI, 

1  A  FTER  this  there  was 

Jt\.  given-  to  me  a  reed, 
like  a  meafuring  rod,  and  the 
angel,  who  Hood,  laid  to  me 
— Rife  and  meafure  the  tem¬ 
ple  of  God,  in  which  the  al- 
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I  tar  is  erected,  and  where  hb 
pious  votaries  worlhip : 

2  but  the  external  court 
of  the  temple  do  not  meafure 
at  all,  for  it  is  given  up  to  fhe 
Heathens,  who  Jhall  trample 
under  foot  the  holy  city,  two 
and  forty  months. 

3  Yet  I  will  endow  my 
two  witnefles  with  power, 
add  they  Ihall  prophefy  z 
thoufand  two  hundred  and 
fixty  days,  cloathed  in  fack- 

I  cloth. 

4  TKefe  are  the  two  olive- 
trees,  and  the  two  lamps, 
which  Hand  before  the  fu- 

a 

preme  Ruler  of  the  world. 

5  If  any  one  attempt  to 
injure  thefe,  fire  inftantly  ii- 
fueth  out  of  their  mouth,  and 
devoureth  dheir  opponents  — 
to  this  dreadful  doom  mutt 
every  one,  who  plots  their 
ruin,  be  devoted. 

6  Thefe  have  power  to 
feal  up  the  clouds,  that  no 
jrefrefiung  fhowers  difti!  on 
I  the  ground,  during  the  days 
j  of  their  prophecy — they  have 
power,  alio,  over  the  waters, 
to  turn  them  into  blood,  and 
to  finite  the  earth  with  every 
plague,  aS  often  as  they  pleafe. 

.  7  When  they  Ihall  have 
[fimlhed  their  teftimony,  the 
beatt,  which  afeends  out  of 
the  unfathomable  gulf,  (hall 
commence  hoftilities  ;  with 
them,  ihall  vanquiih  and  kill 
:  them. 

8  And 
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S  And  their  dead  bodies 
(hall  be  thrown  into  the  ftrcet 

«  w 

of  that  great  city,  which, 
figuratively,  is  called  Sodom 
and  Egypt,  where  even  our 
Lord  hath  been  crucified. 

9  And  perfons  of  all  na¬ 
tions,  tribes,  languages,  and 
countries,  ihall  fee  tneir  dead 
bodies,  three  days  and  an  half, 
and  deny  their  corpfe  the 
common  rites  of  lepulture. 


m 

were  fil|ed  with  the  laft  con¬ 
firmation,  and  gave  glory  to 

the  God  of  heaven. 

*  » 

14  The  fecond  woe  is  paft, 
behold  !  the  third  woe  will 
Ipeedily  commence. 

§—15  Thb  feventh  angel 
founded  his  trumpet ..-*<*  on 
which,  loud  yoices  refounded 
in  heaven,  exclairqing — :f‘The 
*  fovereignty  of  the  world  is 
now  hecome  pur  Lord's  and 


10  And  the  inhabitants  of  I  his  Chrift's,  and  his  reign 


fi)al|  be  perpetuated  through 
all  the  endlefs  ages  of  eter¬ 
nity* 

]  6  The  twenty-four  elders 
then,  who  ■were  fitting  on 
thfir  thrones  before  the  Al¬ 
mighty,  proffirated  themlelves 
on  their  faces,  and  devoudy 
WQrfhipped  the  Supreme :  . 

1 7  laying — •“  We  pay  thee 
our  moft  grateful  acknow¬ 
ledgments,  O  Lord,  the  uni- 
yerfal  Ruler*  who  is,  who 

*  •m 

wen,  and  wBto  wilt  be,  that 

thou  had:  a Itumed  thine  al- 

•  ♦  • 

mighty  power,  aneftaken  into 
thine  hands  die  reins  of  go¬ 
vernment  ! 

1 8  Lhe  I  lea  the  r\s  were  en¬ 
raged  — but  the  period  of  thine 
indignation  is  now  arrived, 
and  th.e  time  when  thou  wilt 

fm  ^  # 

judge  the  dead,  and  diftributa 
a  reward[  to  thy.  fervants  the 
prophets,  to  the  virtuous  and 
to  the  devout,  rich  and  poor,, 
without  diftinftion,  and  when 

U  j  thou 

»  H)  mr*  ii  ZtttMUt  fw  is  the  true  wading. 


the  earth  Ihall  infolt  over 

9 

them,  and  indulge  the  higheft 
tranfports  of  joy,  an(i  mutu¬ 
ally  fend  prefects  to  qne  an¬ 
other  on  this  occafion,  be- 
caufe  theft  two  witnefles  gave 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world 
fuch  tormenting  inquietude. 

11  But,  after  tlifee  days 
and  half,  the  (pint  of  life 
from  God  entered  into  them, 
and  they  flood  ercdt  —  and 
great  confternation  feized  all 

the  fpc&ators. 

1 2  The  vyi  tgefies  then  heard 
a  loud  voice  froqi  heaven, 
faying  to  them,  Afcend  hither 
— Inflantly  a  cloud  conveyed 
them  to  the  cclcftial  regions, 
and  their  enemies  faw  tbrir 
triumphant  alcenlion, 

1 3  In  that  hour  there  was 
a  great  earthquake,  by  which 
the  tenth  part  of  the  city  was 
thrown  down,  and  ftven  thou¬ 
sand  men  perifhed  —  thofe, 
who  furvived  the  general  ruin, 


4 


294  2&  Revelation  of  John*  Chap.  xii. 

* 

thou  wilt  miferably  deftroy  I  to  devour  her  child  the  mo- 
thole  who  have  wretchedly  I  ment  it  was  born, 
corrupted  the  earth.*’  I  5  The  woman  was  deliver- 

§***19  Aft^r  the  exrledof  a  male  child  — who  is 
hibition  01  thefe  feenes,  the  I  deftined  to  rule  all  the  Hea- 
temple  of  God  in  heaven  was  ithens  with  an  iron  feeptre  — 
thrown  open,  in  which  the  I  but  the  infant  was  inftantly 
jfrk  <jf  his*  covenant  dilplayed  I  caught  up  to  the  Almighty 
itlelf  to  my  view—  and  there  I  and  to  his  throne. 

r  *  S 

were  lightnings,  tremendous  |  $  The  woman  then  fled 

noifes,  claps  of  tjhunder,  an  |  into  the  defert  —  where  Ihe 
earthquake,  and  a  terrible  I  has  a  re  fide  nee  prepared  for 
ftorm  erf' hail.  I  her  by  the  Almighty,  and  in 

•  Chap.  xii.  i  And  a  great  I  this  folitude  Ihe  is  to  be  main- 
prodigy  appeared  in  heaven !  I  tained  a  thoufapd  two  hun- 
— a  woman  cloathed  with  the  I  dred  and  fixty  days, 
fun,  and  the  moon  was  un-  I  7  After  this,  hoflilities  ra- 
det  her  feet,  and  on  her  head  I  eed  in  heaven — Michael  and 
file;  wore  a  crown  of  feven  |  fys  angels  encountered  with 
liars.  I  the  dragon  and  his  angels. 

2  And  the  period  of  her  l  8  But  the  latter  were  to- 

pregnancy  being  complete,  I  tally  vanquilhed  —  and,  for 
Ihe  uttered  piercing  crie9, 1  the  future,  there  was  no  place 
tacked,  with  the  agonizing  1  in  heaven  found  to  (belter  the 

pangs  of  ctiild-brrth.  I  routed  party. 

3  There  appeared  allb  an-  I  9  The  great  dragon,  ac- 

other  prodigy  in  heaven  —  j  cordingly,  was  thrown  out  of 
behold  !  a  great  red  dragon,  heaven — the  old  ferpent,  cal- 
with.  feven  heads  and  ten  led  the  devil  and  fatan,  the 
horns,  and  on  his  heads  he  grand  deceiver  of  the  whole 
wore  feven  diadems.  univerfe,  was  thrown  out  of 

4  His  tail  (wept  away  the  I  heaven  upon  the  earth  —  his 
third  part  of  the  liars  of  hea-  '  angels,  alfo,  were  precipitated 
ven,  and  threw  Ihem  upon  from  the  Iky. 

the  earth — this  dragon  flood .  10  I  then  heard  a  loud 
before  the  woman,  who  was  -  voice  proclaiming  in  heaven 

going  to  be  delivered,  intent  *  —  rt  Now  is  arrived  the  fal- 

vation, 

a 

%•  The  lid.  PART  of  the  Revelation  begins  here.  The  Apoftle 
refiames  the  fubje&  of  the  former  part,  and  illuliratcs  it :  Sec  Lmvmaa  and 
Nnutsa  in  loc , 


Chap.  xfii. 


The  Revelation,  of  J  o  »H. 


ration,  the  power,  and  the 
kingdom  of  our  God,  and 

rhe  power  of  his  Chrift  —  for 

the  talfe  accufer  of  our  bre- 

* 

thren,  who  was  incefiantly 
night  and  day  calumniating 
and  traducing  them  before 
our  God,  is  forever  banilhed 
from  thefc  regions ! 

it  For  the  victory  they 
gained  over  him  they  were 
indebted  to  the  effufion  of  the 
I  a  mb’s  blood,  and  to  thofe 
principles  whole  truth  they 
atrefted  — for  rhe  fake  off  inflamed  with  rage  againftthe 


from  the  prpent,  a  time,  and 
times,  and  half  a  time, 

15  The  ferpent  then  threw 
out  of  his  mouth,  after  the 
woman,  an  immenfe  ftream, 
like  a  torrent,  to  fweep  her 
away  and  bury  her  in  the 
Hood, 

.  16  But  the  earth  lent  her 
aid  to  the  woman—  the  earth 

opened  her  mouth,  and  absor¬ 
bed  the  deluge,  which  the  dra¬ 
gon  emitted  from  his  jaws. 

1 7  The  dragon  then  /was 


rhefc  they  cheviihed  no  fond 
love  of  life,  but  freely  devo¬ 
ted  thcmfclvcs  to  death ! 

12  Rejoice,  therefore,  O 
yc  heavens  !  and  all  you  its 
racrecl  inhabitants!  —  but 
woe  to  you ,  wh  r>  rcfule  on  the 
land,  or  rravcWu  the  ocean ! 
for  the  devil  is  depended  to 
you,  trail  fported  with  furious 
fagej  conscious,  that  the  pe¬ 
riod  of  his  jxjwer  is  very 
fhort.” 

i  j  When  the  dragon  found 
that  he  was  ejected  upon 
earth,  he  puriued  the  woman, 
who  had  brought  forth  the 
male  child. 

14  But  to  the  woman  were 
given  two  wings  of  a  great 
eagle,  with  which  Ihe  might 
fpeed  her  Right  into  the  foli- 
fude,  her  former  rcfidence  — 
in  which  fequeftered  retreat 
the.  is  maintained,  far  remote 


woman,  and  turned  to  make 
war  with  thole  who  ftill  re¬ 
mained  of  her  dependents, 
who  oblerve  the  divine  com- 

m  ?  ~  ~  ' 

mands,  and  adhere  to  the 
Chrjftian  profcfiion. 


CHAP.  XIII. 

9 

1  A  FTER  this,  I  flood 

on  die  fea  fhorc,  and 
I  faw  a  wild  beaft  rife  up  out 
of  the  ocean,  which  had  fe- 
ven  heads,  and  ten  horns 
on  Us  horns  it  wore  ten  dia¬ 
dems,  and  upon  its  heads  u 
names  of  blafpliemy. 

2  The  wild  beaft,  which  I 
faw,  rePmbted  a  leopard 
it  had  feet  like  a  bear,  and  a 
mouth  like  a  lion  —  and  the 
dragon  gave  it  his  ftrength,  bis 
throne,  and  immcnic  authori¬ 


ty. 


U  4 


3  I 


7 a  is  die  reading  bed  Comported . 
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3  I  obferved  that  one  of 
his  heads  looked  as  if  ic  had 
received  a  mortal  wound 
hut  the  mortal  ftroke  was 
healed,  ,  and  all  tjhe  world  fol¬ 
lowed  the  wild  bead,  ftruck 
with  admiration. 

4  And  they  wOrfiiipped  the 
dragoji,  who  had  inverted 
the  wild  heart  with  its  autho¬ 
rity  —  and  they  paid,  alfo, 
devout  adoration  to  the  wild 
beaft,  laying  — •  Who  is  like 
the  heart  !  who  is  able  to 
cope  with  it ! 

5  There  was  then  given  to 
the  wild  heart  a  mouth  that 
uttered  the  moft  enormous 
extravagancies  and  blafphe- 
ifiies — and  ic  was  permitted  to 
w  flourilh  forty-two  months.  | 

6  It  then  opened  its  mouth 
to  utter  blasphemies  againrt 
God,  to  vilify  and  defame  his 
perfections,  his  tabernacle, 
and  all  the  holy  inhabitants 
pf  heaven. 

7  Licence  was  given  it  to 
wage  war  with  the  virtuous 
and  to  defeat  them  — :  and  it 
w^  permitted  to  exercife  un¬ 
limited  authority  over  every 
tribe,  country,  language,  and 
nation. 

8  To  it  all  thofc  inhabir 

•  »  ^  *  % 

tants  of  the  world  paid  divine 
honours,  whole  names  wei 
not  written  frpm  the  founds 
tion  of  the  world  in  theLamb 


book  of  life,  who  fiirrendered 
up  himfelf  a  victim. 

9  He,  who  is  endowed  with 
intelligence,  let  him  carefully 
employ  it  in  an  attention  to 

this. 

j  o  He,  who  drags  the  cap¬ 
tive  prifoner,  fhall  himfelf  be 
dragged  a  captive  prifoner  — 
he,  who  aflaffinates  with  the 
fword,  fhall  himfelf  by  the 
fword  be  aflafliriated.  —  In 
this  period  flourifhes  the-eon- 
ftancy  and  fidelity  of  the  holy. 

1 1  After  this,  I  (aw  another 
favage  beaft  afeend  out  of  the 
earth,  and  it  had  two  horns 
fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  Lamb, 
but  it  fpoke  like  a^iragon. 

J2  And  it  exerteth  all  the 
authority  of  the  firft  beaft  in 
its  prefence,  and  caufeth  the 
world  and  the  inhabitants  to 
worfhip  the  firft  beaft,  whofe 
mortal  wound  was  cured. 

13  It  alfo  difplays  ama¬ 
zing  prodigies,  makes  even 
fire  defee  nd  from  heaven  to 
the  earth  in  the  fight  of  men  : 

14  fo  that  it  deludeth  the 

inhabitants  of  the  earth  bv 

•  * 

thefe  prodigies  it  hath  been 
impowered  to  difplay  in  the 
prefence  of  the  heart  —  en¬ 
joining  all  mankind  to  make 
an  image  to  the  beaft,  which 
received  the  deep  wound  from 
the  fword,  but  recovered. 

15  Power  alfo  was  given 

to 


K41  hA1*  mn*tu  is  fupported  by  the  heft  authorities 
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to  it  to  infufe  life  into  the 


image  of  the  wild  be  aft 


in 


order  that  the  image,  too,  of 
the  be  aft  {hould  ipeak,  and 

caufi  all  who  ihould  refufe 
divine  honours  to  the  image 
of  the  be  aft,  to  be  put  to 
death. 

1 6  It  obliges  all,  indUcri- 
minately,  fmall  and  great, 
rich  and  poor,  freemen  and 
Haves,  to  receive,  from  it, 
a  mark  in  their  right-hand,  or 
in  their  forehead : 

iv  fo  that  no  one  is  able  to 

i 

buy  or  fell,  except  he  is  im- 
p  refled  with  this  mark,  or 
with  the  name  of  the  wild 

beaft,  or  with  the  number  of 

»  %  * 

his  name. 

1 8  Here  is  a  fubjett  for 
fagaciiy  and  erudition — let 
him,  who  is  intelligent,  find 
ouc  what  is  fignified  by  the 
number  of  the  wild  beaft  — 
it  is  a  human  number  —  it 
is  fix  hundred,  fixry,  fix* 


CHAP.  XIV. 

r 

r  \  F  T  E  R  this  I  looked, 

and  behold !  y  the 
Lamb  ftood  upon  mount 
Sion,  and  along  with  him  an 
hundred  and  forty- four  thou¬ 
sand  who  had  *  his  name,  and 
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the  name  of  his  Father  inferi- 
bed  on  their  foreheads. 

2  1  then  heard  a  voice , out 

♦ 

of  heaven,  folemn  as  the  noifc 
of  many  waters,  and  loud  as 
the  horrible  explofion  of  thun¬ 
der — the  voice  which  I  heard 

II 

was  like  a  grand  chorus  of 
muficians  all  playing  in  full 
concert. 

3  Thefichanta  newfong 
before  the  throne,  before  the 
four  living  creatures,  and  the 
venerable  pcrfbnaces  — -  this 

fong  no  one  could  learn  ex* 

cepc  the  hundred  and  forty- 

four  thoufand,  who  had  been 

♦  -  9 

redeemed  from  the  earth. 

4  Thefe  are  perfons  of 
fpotleis  and  immaculate,  chi¬ 
lli  ty  thefc  accompany  the 
Lamb  wherever  he  goes  — 
thefe  were  redeemed  from 

r 

among  mankind  —  a  filed 
and  diftingutfhed  fociety  de¬ 
voted  to  God  and  to  the 

Lamb. 

5  In  their  mouth  there  was 

found  no  *  wifehood — for  they 
are  perfectly  pure  arid  unpol¬ 
luted  before  the  throne  of 
God. 

6  I  then  faw  another  an¬ 
gel  flying  fhrough  the  midft 
of  heaven,  having  the  cver- 
lafting  gofjpel  to  publilh  to  all 
the  inhabitants  of  the  world, 

to 


y  Tj  apntt  is  the  reading  of  the  bell  MSS. 

*  See  the  lefUow  in  Mtu  and  fVe/Jhin, 

*  "J'k-J  (5*  is  the  true  reading. 
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to  every  country,  community*  jfoothing  intervals  of  quietude 

language,  and  nation  :  I  for  ever. 

7'esrlaiming  With  a  loud- 1  12  In-  this  period  flourilhes 

voiice —  M  Reverence  the  Al-  lithe  conitaqcy  of  the  holy  — 
mighty,  and  give  him  glory  j  in  this  period  flourilh  thofe, 
—  for  the  period  of  his  judg-  r  who  obferve  the  divine  com- 
.  ment  is  now  arrived  — ■  pay  j  mands,  and  adhere  to  the  re- 
your  devout  adoration  to  the  I  ligion  of  Jefus. 

'  great  F ormer  of  the  heaven',  !  13  After  this  I  heard  a 

of  the  earth,  of  the  ocean,  and  I  voice  from  heaven,  bidding 
’of  ttlf  fountains  of  water.”  j  me  write  the  following  words 

*  ff  He  was  followed  by  an-  f  • —  w  Happy  arc  the  dead, 
other  angel,  Who  faid  —  “  Ba- 1  who,  from  the",  prefent  aera, 
byion  is  fallen !  is  fallen !  that  I  die  for  their  attachment  to 
immenfe  city  !  becaufe  (he  in- 1  the  Chriftian  religion!  — - 
toxicated  all  nations  with  the! Thrice  happy!  mottalfured- 
inflaming  wine  of  her  debau- fly,  faith  the  Spirit,  for  they 
chery.”  j  have  found  repoic  from  their 

9  Thefe  were  aK>  follow-  rlabours,  and  their  virtues  ac- 
edby  athifdarigd,  who  cried j  company  them!  ” 

with  a  loud  voice—  “  If  any  I  § — 14  I  them  looked,  and 
one  worfhlps  the  wild  beaft  or  1  behold* !  a  lucid  cloud  —  on 
|ts  image,  or1  receives  its  mark  I  which  one  fat  like  the  Son  of 
in  his  forehead,  or  ih  his  hand,  I  man,  whole  temples  were  cn- 

10  he  {ball  drink  of  the  I  circled  with  a  crown  of  gold, 
wine  of  God’s  indignation,  land  whofe  hand  held  a  rnarp 
poured  ibrth  pure,  and  unmix- 1  fickle, 

ed  into  the  cup  of  Tits fury,  I  15  Another  angel  then 
and  he  Ihall  be  tiottnented  I  came  out  of  the  temple,  crying 
with  fire  and  brimftone  in  the  I  with  a  loud  voice  to  the  per- 
prefence  of  the  holy  angels, and  j  fonwho  fat  upon  the  cloud — 
prefonce  of  the  Lamb.”  |“:  Put  thy  fickle  into  the 

xi  The  fmoak  arifing  j  Handing  corn  and  reap:  for 
from  the  place,  where  they  I  the  time  of  harveft  is  now  ar- 
are  tormented,  mounteth  up  |  rived  —  the  harveft  of  th^ 
for  ever  arid  ever  —  and  the.  I  world  «  ripe.” 
worlhippers  of  the  wild  beafti  •  1 6  The  perfon  immediate- 
and  its  image,  and  every  one  I  ly,  who  lat  upon  the  cloud, 
who  is  imprefled  With  the  Ijhmw  htt  fickle  into  the  earth, 
mark  of  its  name,  have  no  |  and  the  earth  was  reaped. 

17  Another 
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17  Another  angel  then  I  with  .fire  and  thole  who 


came  out  of  heaven’s  tem¬ 
ple,  graJping  alfo  a  (harp 
fickle. 

1 8  A  third  angel  alio  came 
from  the  altar,  tv  ho  had 
power  over  fire,  and  he  catled 
with  a  loud  voice  to  him  who 
held  the  (harp  fickle,  faying 
—  Thruft  in  thy  lharp  fickle 
and  gather  the  vintage  of  the 
earth,  for  her  grapes  have 
attained  their  full  maturity. 

19  Inftantly  the  angel, 

thruft  his  fickle  into  the  earth, 
and  gathered  her  vintage,  and 
threw  the  grapes  into  theca-  \ 
paeious  wine-prds  of  God’s 
indignation.  J 

20  The  wine-prefs  was 
then  trodden  out  of  the  city,* 
and  blood  ft  reamed  from  the  j 
profs  in  fuch  quantities  as  . 
reached  to  an  horfe’s  breaft 

for  the  (pace  of  fixteen  hun¬ 
dred  ftadia.  i 

4 

* 

CHAP.  XV. 

# 

1  A  FTER  this  I  Taw 

another  prodigy  in 
heaven,  grand  aiid  afton  idling, 
(even  angels  having  the  (even 
laft  plagues  —  for  by  thefe 
evils  the  indignation  of  the 
Almighty  was  fully  executed. 

2  1  then  faw  a  wide  ex¬ 
tended  plain,  that  reiembled 
a  fca  of  glafs  intermixed 


bad  acquired  a.  vjftory  over 
the  wild  bcaft,  overhb  image-, 
over  his  mark,  and  ovep  the 
number  of  has.  name,  ftood  on 
the  furface  of  this  glafly  ocean, 
holding  in  their  hands  -the 
harps  of  God. 

3  And  they ‘-chant  die  long 
of  Mofes  the  fervant  of  God, 
and  the  fon£  of  •  the  Lamb^ 
faying  —  **  Vaft  and  Tifto- 
ni filing  are  thy  works,  O 
Lord  God,  the  universal  Go¬ 
vern  our  !  righteous  and  true, 
are  thy  procedures,  O  thou 
I  Sovereign  of  the  b  world ! 

4  Who  would  not  revere 
thee,  O  God !  who  would 
not  celebraop  thy  parfe&ftns' 
for  thotr  alone  art  pofiefied  of 
immaculate  hoiineh  r-f  all  the 
nations  (hall  come,;  and  in  de¬ 
vout  homage  proftrate  them- 
felves  before  thee  —  for  the 
re&itude  of  thyadminiftra- 
tion  hath  bfcen  folly  difplay- 

cd!  ” 

5  After  the  exhibition  of 
thefe  fcenes  I  looked,  and  be¬ 
hold  !  there  was  opened  in 
heaven  the  temple  or  the  ta¬ 
bernacle  of  the  teftimony. 

•  6  Out  of  this  temple  ifiu- 
ed  the  (even  angels,  who  had 
the  (even  plagues,  cloathed 
in  wefts  of  pure  and  finning 
linen,  and!  encircled  round 
the  waifte  with  golden  zones. 

7  Upon 


b  is  the  reading  beft  fuppotted. 

m  1 


3 too  Revelation  of  J o  hn,  Chap. xvj, 

j  Upon  this,  one  of  the  j  5  I  then  heard  the  angel  of 
four  living  creatures  gave  to  |  the  waters  fay — “Righteous 
die  feven  angels  feven  golden  I  art  thou,  O  God,  who  art, 
vials,  full  of  the  wrath  of  I  were,  and  wilt  be,  in  that  thou 
that  great  Being  who  liveth  I  haft  inflifted  thefe  judg- 
to  all  eternity.  I  ments  1 

8  The.  whole  temple  then  I  6  becaufe  they  ihed  the 
was  filled  with  fmoak  from  I  blood  of  feints  and  prophets, 
the  glory  and  the  power  of  I  thou  haft  given  them  blood 
God  — •  k>  that  nb  one  could  I  to  drink  —  this  requital  they 
enter,  the  temple  until  the  Jjuftly  merit.  ” 
feven  plagues  of  the  feven  I  7  I  heard,  alfo,  another 
angels  had  received. their  ulti- 1  angel  from  the  altar  fay  — 
mare  completion.  .  I  “  Equal  and  juft,  O  Lord 

I  God,  the  univeri'al  Governour, 
1  are  all  thy  infli&ions !  ” 

C  H  A  P.  XVI.  j  8  The  fourth  angel  poured 

I  his  vial  upon  the  fun  —  and 
1  T  Then  heard  a  great  voice  I  it  was  permitted  to  fcorch 

X  out  <  of  the  temple,  1  mankind  with  fire, 
faying  to  the  feven  angels  —  I  9  The  human  race  were. 
Go  and  pour  the  vials  of  the  J  accordingly,  aflailed  with  in¬ 
divine  anger  upon  the  earth.  I  tolerable  heat,  and  blafphem- 

2  Upon  this,  the  firft  went  ;ed  God,  who  had  foyereign 
and  poured  his  vial  upon  the  power  oyer  thefe  plagues,  and 
earth,  and  inftantlya  (hocking  they  were  not  induced  by 
and  malignant  ulcerous  dif-  them  to  repent,  and  give  him 
eafe  invaded  thofe  who  were,  glory. 

imprefied  with  the  mark  of,  10  The  fifth  angel  poured 
the  wild  beaft,  and  paid  di-  his  vial  upon  the  throne  of 
vine  honours  to  its  i mage.  the  beaft  —  upon  which  his 

3  The  fecond  poured  his  kingdom  was.  totally  invelop- 
vial  upon  the  ocean — imme-  cd  in  darknefs,  and  men  bit 
diately  the  whole  body  of  its  their  tongues  for  extreme 
waters  became  like  the  blood  vexation, 

of  a  dead  eorpfe,  and  every  .  1 1  and  blafphemed  the  God 
living  creature  in  it  expired,  of  heaven  on  account  of  the 

4  The  third  angel  poured  dire  pains  and  ulcers,  with 
his  vial  upon  the  rivers  and  which  they  were  afflifted,  and 
fountains  of  water,  and  they*  reformed  not  their  abandoned 
were  converted  into  blood,  practices. 

12  Tire 


r 
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12  The  fixth  angel  poured)  —  and  there  was  a  dread&L 
lus  vial  upon  the  great  river  j  earthquake^  foch  as  hath  ne-. 
Euphrates  —  its  channel  in- )  ver  happened  from  the  foua~ 
fiantly  became  dry — in  order  |  dation  of  thh  wold,  for  the 
to  accommodate  the  kings  of  I  horror  and  violence  of  its 
the  eaft  with  a  paflage.  I  concuflions. 

s$  I  then  faw  crawl  out  of  I  19  By  it  the  great  city  was 
the  mouth  of  the  dragon,  out  [rent  into  three  parts— and  the 
of  the  mouth  of  the  wild  [cities  of  the  Heathens  were 
beaft,  and  out  of  the  mouth  [  totally  overturned — then  the 
of  the  falfe  prophet,  three  [  Almighty  remembered  to 
filthy  fpirits,  in  the  fhape  of  I  give  to  Babylon  the  Great 
frogs.  |  the  •  cup  of  the  wine  of  his 

s  4  Thefc  are  the  fpirits  I  furious  indignation, 
of  demons,  which  perform  I  20  By  it  Was  every  ifland 
amazing  feats,  and  migrate;  [  tom  from  its  bale,  and  the 
in  ail  directions,  to  all  the [  lofty  mountains. annihilated., 
kings  of  the  whole  univerle,  j  21  A  nd  a  great  hail-ftorm, 
to  convene  them  all  to  the  [  every  ltone  about  the.  weight 
battle  of  the  great  day  of  God  [of  a  talent,  rulhed  from 
the  univerfal  Govemour.  [  heaven  upon  mankind  —  and 

1 5  Behold!  my  coming [ men blafphemed,  for  the. mi* 
will  be  like  the  fudden  attack  |  feries  the  h$il  in  Aided;  .for 
of  a  thief — Happy  is  he  who  J  the  anguilhi  and  torment  it 
exercifeth  an  unremitting  vigi-  j  caufed,  were  exceflively  acute 
lance,  and  carefully  preferveth  [.and  intolerable. 

his  purity  and  virtue,  that  he  j 
be  not  finally  expofed  to  in-  [ 
famy  and  Aiame.  |  CHAP.  XVII. 

1 6  And  he  coliedcd  them  [ 

to  a  place  called,  in  Hebrew ,  1 1  *  |A  HEN  one  of  the 
Armageddon .  J  JL  feven  angels,  who.had 

1 7  The  feventh  angel  pour- 1  the  ieven  viials,  came  and  se¬ 

ed  his  vial  upou  the  air  — Icofted  me,  faying — ■  **  Come 
upon  which,  a  great  voice)  hither,  ana  I  will  fhew  you 
out  of  the  temple  of  heaven,)  the  condemnation  of  the  great 
from  the  throne,  faid  —  It  is  j  proftitute,  who  fits  upon 
finished  t  [  many  waters  : 

s  8  And  there  enfued  tre- 1  2  with  whom  the  kings  of 

mendous  noifes,  peals  of  thun- 1  the  earth  have  maintained  a 
der,  and  flalhes  of  lightning'  criminal  converfe,  and  the  in¬ 
habitants 
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habitants  of  the  world  been 
inebriated  .fey  the  yiaa  of  her 
debauchery ..  ” 

.3  Accordingly  he  con¬ 
veyed  me  in  Rvifionary  ibeoe 
into  the  defert  — und  I  /aw. 
a  woman  , .fitting,  pn  a  fcariet- 
cofouned  wiki  beaft*  that  was 
quite  covered  oyer  with  blof- 
phemous  titles  .  a|nd  infcrip- 
tions,  and  it  had-  /even  heads 
and:  ten  home*; 

4  The  woman  was  drefied 
in  purple  and  /fcariet,  and 
richly  decorated  with  gold, 
precious  (bones,,  and  jewels — 
and  (beheld  in  her*  hand  a  gold 
cnpTcplcts  with  her  impure 
and  abominable  debauche- 

9 

IXSa« 

5  Her  name  was  inferibed 
m  hot;  forehead---*  Mr  stb- 
kt,  the  great  Babylon,  ]  the  woman  fits. 


figurative  reprefentation  of 
the  woman,  and  of  the  wild 
bead  which  carries  her,  which 
has  /even  heads  and  ten 

horns. 

8  The  beaft,  which  you 
.fee,  was,  and  Is  not,  but  will 
afeend  out  of  the  fathomlefs 
gulf,  and  is  to  be  devoted  to 
deftru&ion  —  and  thole  inha¬ 
bitants,  of  the  earth,  whofc 
names  were  not  enrolled  in 
the  book  of  life  from  the 
foundation  of  the  world,  Hull 
be  feized  with  devout  afto- 
ni/hment,  when  they  view  the 
wild  beaft,  which  was,  and  is 
not,  but c  will  be; 

9  .  Here  is  a  fubjeft  to  em¬ 
ploy  fagjactcy  and  wifdom  — 
i the  ./even  heads  reprefent 
fcvfift  mountains,  on  which 


THE  .MOTHER  OF  (PR.OSTIT  V* 
TES*  •AND  OZ  ALjL  THE  .DE¬ 
TESTABLE  ENORMITIES  in 
THE  WORLD. 

6  1  obferved  that  the 

woman,  was  drunk  with  the 
blood  of  the  holy!,  and  with 
die  blood  of  the  martyrs 
of  Jefus  —  filch  a  fpoftaclc 
ftnida  me.  with. the  laft  afto- 

ntibment  1 

7  The  angel  then  faid  to 
me— Why  do  you  exprefe 
inch  amazement  ?  — - 1  will 
give  you  a  more  .explicit  in¬ 
formation  concerning  this 


10  They  alfo  reprefent 

/even  kings — five  are  defunct 
—  one  is  now  living  —  the 
other  hath  not.  yet  appeared 
when  he  appears,  his  con¬ 
tinuance  will  be  very  (horc. 

M  And  the  wild  be  ail, 
which  was*  and  is  not,  is  the 
eighth — is  a  defeendent  from' 
ikttfeven —  and  will  be  devo¬ 
ted;  re  deft  ration. 

M  And  the  ten  horns,  which 
you  few*  reprefent  ten  kings, 
who  have  not  yet  received 
their  kingdom — but  who  will, 
at -the  fame  time  with  the 

beaft. 


c  Koj  «rftf  *r*r  ts  the  trading  Ja  &■’  jfiexaxiruat  MS. 
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beaft,  be  in  veiled  with  regal 
government. 

1 3  Thefe  are  all  actuated 

%JF  a 

by  the  fame  fentiments,  and 
give  their  power  and autho* 
fity  to  the  beaft. 

14  Thefe  fhall.  make  .war 
with  the  Lamb,  and  the  Lamb 
iliall  defeat  them  —  for  he  is 
t  lie  Lord  of  lords,  and  Sove- 
reign  of  love  reigns,  and  bis 
afiociates  are  a  diftinguifhed, 
fdedt,  and  faithful  commu- 
niev. 

*  •' 

1 5  He  then  faith  to  me — 

The  waters,  which  you  faw, 
where  the  proftitute .  fits,  re- 
prefent  nations,  and  multi¬ 
tudes,  and  countries,  and  lan* 
guages. 

1 6  And  the  ten  horns,  I 
which  you  faw  projedl  from  ] 
the  beaft,  fhall  hate  the  pro-  ] 

ftitute,  (hall  make  her  defo- 

iate  and  naked,  iliall  devour 
her  flelh,  and  burn  her  with- 
lire. 

17  For  the  Almighty  hath  \ 
powerfully  influenced  their 
hearts  to  perform  his  defigns, 
and  unanimoully  to  concu  r  in 
one  fentiment,.  and  to  give 
their  kingdom  to  the  wild 
beaft,  until  that  period  arrive, 
when  the  difpenfations,  of  the 
Supreme  (hall  have  received 
their  full  and  final  accom- 
plilhment. 

1 8  The  woman,  whom  you 
faw,  reprefents  the  great  city 


3*3 

(which exercifes  fupreme  fove- 
reignty  over  the  lovereigns  off 
the  world. 

CHAP.  XVIII. 

i  A  FTER  thefe  exhibit 
.  f\  tions,  Iiaw  an  angel 
defeending  from,  hqaven,  vett¬ 
ed  witji  great  authority,  and 

the  whole  earth  was  dlumi* 

*  * 

!  pated  by  his  glorious  fplen- 
|  dour, 

2  He  then  cried  with  a 
loud  voice,  fcyipg  —  The 
|  great  Babylon  is  fallen !  is 
.fallen  J  apd  p  become  the  re? 
fidence  of  d$iponv  the,  ren? 
dezvous  of  every  impure  fpi- 
f is,  and  the  refprt  of  every 
ominous  and  deteft^ble  bird. 

a  For  fhe  intoxicated  all 
nations  with  the  inflaming 
wine  of  her  debauchery:— the 
lovereigns  of  the  world  mainr 
tained  criminal  converfe  with 
her,  and  the  merchants  of  the 
earth  derived  immenle  riches 
from  the  boundlefs  multiply 
city  of  her  luxurious  refine¬ 
ments. 

4  I  then  heard  another 
voice  from  heaven,  faying  — 
Abandon  her,  my  people,  left: 
you  participate  with  her  in' 

her  crimes,  and  ihare  with 

*  * 

her  in  her  punishments. 

5  For  the  immenfe  pile  of 

her  crimes  hath  touched  the 

?  T 

very 


$<H 
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very  heavens :  and  the  Al- 

fnighty  hath  remembered  alt 
her  enormities. 

6  Retaliate  upon  her  the 
treatment  the  has  given  you, 
and  inflift  upon  Her  a  double 
portion  pf  wrerchcdnefs  —  in 
tKe  bowl,  in  which  the  mini 
gled  for  you  the  intoxicating 
potion,  do  you  infufe  for  her 
draught,  double  the  poUonous 
ingredients. 

7  In  proportion  as  ihehath 
decorated  herfelf  with  pomp 
0 ui  magnificence,  and  revel¬ 
led  in  luxurious  exceffes  j  the 
lame  meafures  do  you  obferve 
in  the  torture  and  anguifli 
you  impofe  upon  her  —  be- 
taule  fiie  hath  infolently  faid 
In  her  heart;  u  I  will  fit  a 
queen:  lam  no  widow:  1 
lhafi  never  know  for  row.” 

8  For  this;  in  one  day  (hall 
lier  miferies  all  invade  her,' 

death,  and  dWpair,  and'  fa- 
fnine — and  (he  (hall  be  totally 
confumed  with  fire  — *  for 
mighty  is  the  Lord,  who  de- 
votcth  her  to  this  doom. 

9  Then  (hill  the  fovereigns 
of  the  world,  who  traveled 
a  circle  of  debauchery  and 
luxury  with  her*  deplote  her 
wretchedriefs,  andi  bewail  her 
fate  in  floods  of  tears —  when 
they  fee  the  fmoak  afeend 
from  the  conflagration  that 
involved!  her  j 

10  Handing  a  great  diftance 


from  her-  for  fear  of  being 
confounded  in  the  general 
deftru&iori,  and  bitterly  ex¬ 
claiming —  Ah!  Ah!  the 
great  city  Babylon !  the  migh¬ 
ty  city*  how  hath  thy  wretch¬ 
ed  doom  furprized  thee  in  a 
moment ! 

H  The  merchants  of  the 
earth  alfo  (hall  weep  and  la- 
ihent  over  her  — -  becaufe  no 
one  for  the  foture  will  ever 
buy  the  merchandize  they 
imported  from  her : 

1 2  the  merchandize  of  gold, 
of  filver,  of  precious  Hones, 
of  jewels,-  of  fine  linen,  of 
purple,  of  filk,  of  (cadet — 1 
all  the  rich  manufactures  in 
thyine  wood,  in  ivory,  in 
coftly  wood,  in  brafs,  in  iron, 
in  marble : 

13  the  commerce  of  cinna¬ 
mon,  fpices,  perfumes,  frank- 
incenfe,  wine,  oil,  the  lined 
flower,  corn,  beads,  (heep, 
horfes,  chariots,  (laves,  and 
fouls  of  men. 

14  All  thy  lucrative  gain*, 

in  which  thy  whole  foul  cen¬ 
tered,  arc  loft  to  thee  for  ever 
all  thy  elegancies  and 
Ifinements  are  torn  from  thee, 
;«n  J  thou  (halt  never  behold 
| them  more. 

i-  15  The  merchants,  who 
-accumulated  fuch  immenfe 
riches  from  a  commerce  with 
her,  (hall  Hand  at  a  vad  di- 
dance  from  her,  for  fear  of 

being 


.  <  ’ 
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being  involved  in  her  dire  de- 
jlrudion,  deploring  her  fate 
in  picrcicig  accents  of  grief : 

1 6  repeating—  Ah !  Ah  ! 

the  immenfe  city  !  which  was 
arrayed  in  fine  linen,  arid 
purple,  and  fcarlet,  and  rich¬ 
ly  decorated  with  gold  and 
precious  Hones  and  diamonds, 
how,  in  a  moment,  is  all  thy 
opulence  funk  in  a  gulf  of 
utter  ruin ! 

1  y  Every  pilot,  alio,  every 
one  who  failed  to  the  d  placfc, 
every  fliip’s  crew,  and  every 
one  concerned  in  naval  com¬ 
merce,  Hood  at  a  great  di- 
Itance  from  her : 

i  $  and  beholding  the  fmoke 
mount  the  Ikies  from  the 
conflagration  in  which  /he 
was  involved,  they  raifod  loud 
and  difmai  fereams,  repeat¬ 
ing —  What  place  was  ever 
like  this  magnificent  city  I  . 

i  g  They  threw  duft  upon 
their  heads,  and,  bathed  in 
floods  of  tears  and  grief,  ut¬ 
tered  doleful  lamentations, 

i  * 

crying —  Ah  !  Ah  l  this  im¬ 
perial  city !  in  which  all,  who 

bulinefs, 

cquired  fuch  immenfe  riches 


engaged  in  naVal 


c 


from  her  magnificence !  how 
art  thou,  in  one  hour,  totally 
defolatcd  f 

20  Exult  over  her,  6  hea¬ 
ven  !  and  all  ye  holy  angels 
and  prophets  I  —  for  the’  Al- 

Vot.  II. 


l°5 

mighty  hath  .  .avenged  your 
caufe  on  her. 

21  A  mighty  angel  then 
took  up  iin  eiiormovts  ftont, 
latge  aS  .  a  mill -Hone,  and 
plunged  it  into  the  oceaii, 
faying  —  Such  is  the  impetu- 
ofity,  with  which  the  great 
city  Babylon  (hall  be  tumbled 
from  her  elevation,  and  be 
fbr  ever  loll ! 

22  The  voice  of  hdrpers, 
of  lingers,  6f  pi  pets,  and  of 
trumpeters  lhall  never  be 
heard  again  in  thee — no  attifti 
{killed  in  any  art  or  fcience 
;  whatever,  (hall  ever  appear 
■  in  thee  —  the .  found  of  the 

i  *  * 

mill -Hone  lhall  never,  more  be 

•  ■  *  , 

heard  in  diet?. 

s  n 

The  light  of  a  lamp 
itiall  never  again  be  feen  in 
thee  —  the  fefti vines  of  n up- 
tial  joy  fhall;  never  more  rc- 
foUnd  in  elite  —  Thy  mer¬ 
chants  were  the  illuftrious  of 
the  world,  becatffe  all  nations 
were  infatuated  by  tliy  in¬ 
toxicating  potion. 

24.  And  in  her  as  found 

/  T  f 

tlie  blood  cif  pfopKets,  and 
faints,  and  bf  all,  who  had 
Been  murdertd  in  the  world: 

CHAP:  XIX. 


‘A 


ETER  thefe  things 

I  heard  the  whole 

a 

chorus  of  heaven,  like  tlie 
X  United 
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■■ 

united  noife  of  a  vaft  multi- 1  the  Lord  God,  the  univerfal 
tude,  faying — Alleluja !  Sal-1  Governour,  reigneth ! 
ration  and  glory  and  honour*  ?  let  us  indulge  the  higheft 
and  dominion  be  aferibed  col  tranfports  of  exultation  and 
the  Lord  our  God !  I  triumph,  and  give  him  glory, 

2  For  his  infliftions  are*  for  the  nuptial  folemnities  of 
juft  and  equitable  —  he  hath!  the  Lamb  are  now  to  be  ce 
punifhed  the  great  proftitute]  lebrated,  and  his  bride  hath 
who  corrupted  the  world  with!  already  decorated  herfelf. 

Ker  debauchery,  and  he  hath]  8  She  was  adorned  in  a 
avenged  the  blood  of  hislveft  of  the  fined  linen,  which 
fervants,  which  her  hand  had!  reflected  the  moft  pure  and 
ipflled.  J  brilliant  hi  ft  re — this  rich  and 

3  A  fecond  time  they  all!  elegant  drefs  reprefents  the  pu- 

cried,  Alleluja  !  and  the]  rlcy  and  reftitude  of  the  holy, 
fmoak,  which  arofe  from  the*  9  He  then  commanded  me 
conflagration  ini  which  fhel  to  write  down  the  following 
was  involved,  mounted  up]  words — Happy  are  they,  who 
for  ever  and  ever.  1  have  been  invited  to  the  nup- 

4  Immediately  the  four]  tial  entertainment  of  the 

and  twenty  elders,  and  the!  Lamb  \  —  he  then  added  — 
four  living  creatures,  pr  oft  rat -I  Theft'  are  the  infallible  dic¬ 
ed  themfelves,  and  paid  theirl  tates  df  the  Almighty ! 
devout  adorations  to  the  Al-1  10  I  then  proftrated  my- 
mighty,  who  fits  upon  the!  felf  at  his  feet  to  pay  him  di- 
throne,  laying — Amen!  Al-jvine  honours  —  but  he  pre- 
ieluja!  ]  vented  me,  faying — I  am  bur 

5  A  voice  then  proceeded]  your  felloW-fcrvant,  and  one 
•from  the  throne,  faying — I  of  your  brethren  who  attefted 
Praife  our  God  all  ye  his  fer-|  the  religion  of  Jefus  —  pay 
Vants,  and  you,  Who  revere]  your  homage  to  God  —  the 
him,  of  all  orders  and  condi- 1  prophetic  afflatus  you  enjoy 
dons,  indifcriminitely.  I  is  the  atteftationof  Jefus. 

6  Upon  which  I  heard  the]  § — 11  After  this  I  faw 
whole  choir  of  heaven,  like]  heaven  opened,  and  behold! 
the  voice  of  an  immenfe  mul-l  a  white  fteed  advanced,  and 
titude,  or  as'the  United  noifel  hb,Who  was  mounted  upon 
of  many  torrents,  or  as  the]  him,  was  called  Faithful  and 
loud  peals  of  thunder,  all,  it  I  True —  whole  declflons  and 
once,  exclaiming,  Alleluja  !  ]  whole  wars  are  equitable. 

i2  From 
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1 2  From  his  eyes  darted  a 
radiance,  like  flames  of  fire 
—  on  his  head  he  wore  many 
diadems — on  him  was  a  name 
inscribed,  which  no  perfon 
could  comprehend  but  him- 

felf. 

1 3  He  was  robed  in  a  veft 
dipped  in  blood  —  and  his 
name  is  called,  The  revealer 
of  the  Deity. 

14  The  ccleftial  armies 
followed  him  on  white  Heeds, 
and  arrayed  in  fine  linen  of 
the  molt  pure  and  fplcndid 
iuftre. 

j  5  Out  of  his  mouth  play¬ 
ed  a  fharp  lance  to  finite  th& 
Heathens — he  will  rule  them 
v/ith  an  iron  fceptre  —  and  I 
himfelf  treadeth  the  wine-, 
preis  of  the  furious  indigna¬ 
tion  of  God  the  fupreme  uni-, 
vc rial  Governour.  j 

1 6  On  his  veft  and  on  his 

m 

thigh  is  this  infeription  — 
Monarch  of  monarchs : 
Sovereign  of  sovereigns. 

1 7  I  then  faw  an  angel 
Handing  in  the  fun,  and  he 
eiied  with  a  loud  voice,  lay¬ 
ing  to  all  the  fowls  who  cut 
the  a-therial  Iky  —  Come  and 
colleft  yourlelves  to  the  fup- 
per  prepared  for  you  by  tire 
great  C?od : 

1 8  to  eat  the  flefh  of  kings, 
the  flelh  of  tribunes,  the  fleih 
of  the  mighty,  the  flefh  of 
horfes,  and  of  horfemen,  and 
the  flefh  of  a  ppjmilcuous 


.  multitude,  freemen  and  flaves, 

[  noble  and  ignoble. 

19  I  then  taw  the  wild 
beaft  and  the  fovereigna  of 
the  world,  and  their  armies 

SI  *  ^  ^ 

all  collected  together  to  make 

war  with  him,  who  was  mount- 
i  ed  on  the  fteed,  and  with  his 
^rmy. 

2,0  And  the  wild  beaft 
was  feized,  and  the  falfe  pror 
phet,  who  was  along  with  it, 
who  performed  the  miracu¬ 
lous  prodigies  before  it,  by 
which  he  impofed  upon  thole. 
Who  received  the  mark  of  the 
wild  beaft,  and  who  worlhip- 
ppd  fris  image —and  they  were 
precipitated  alive  into  a  fiery 
lake  that  burns  with  brim- 
ftone. 

2 1  And  an  the  reft  of  their 

«  •' 

adherents  were  (lain  by  tlie 
lance,  which  iftued  out  of  the 
mouth  of  hinfr  who  was  mount¬ 
ed  upon  the:  fteed  — *  and  all 
the  fowls  were  glutted  with 
their  carcafeS. 

» 

4  . 

CHAP.  XX. 

*  T 

i  T  Then  few  an  angel  dc- 

1  feendifig  out  of  heaven, 
having  the  key  of  the  unfa* 
thomable  gjulf,  and  a  great 
chain  in  his  hand  ; 

*  ’  1 

2  and  hq  feized  the  dra¬ 
gon,  the  old  ferpenc,  who  is 
the  devil  and  fatan,  and  con¬ 
fined  him  for  a  thoufand  years. 

X  z  3  He 
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3  He  then  precipitated  I  thp  priells  of  God  and  of 
him  headlong  into  the  abyfs  I  Chrift,  and  they  (hall  reign 
—  committed  him  to  clofe  I  with  him  a  thou  fa  nd  years. 

i  l  ^  *  I  » 

cuftody —  fixed  Bi?  feal  upon  1  § — 7  When  thefe  thou- 

the  mouth  of  the  gulf,  tolfand  years  arc  clapfed,  then 
prevent  his  deluding  the  na- 1  ihall  fatan  be  fooled  from  his 
fions  any  more,  until  the  I  confinement, 
thoufand  years  are  elapfed  —  I  8  And  he  Ihall  come  forth 
for  after  the  expiration  of  this  I  to  deceive  the  nations  which 
period  he  mult  be  let  at  ii- 1  inhabit  the  four  cardinal  points 
berty  for  a  little  time.  I  of  the  world,  Gog  and  Ma- 

4  I  then  f^w  thrones,  and  I  gog,  to  convene  them  all  to 
the  perfons  who  fat  upon  I  war  —  the  number  of  thefe 
them,  and  they  were  appoint- 1  will  furmount  the  land  pf  the 
ed  to  adminifter  iuftic?  — .  II  fea, 

faw,  alfo,  the  fouls  of  thofe,  J  9  They  then  all  marched 
who  had  been  beheaded  fori  to  the  breadth  of  the  earth, 
their  attachment  to  the  Chri- 1  and  furrounded  the  camp  of 
ilian  profeflion,  and  for  their  i  the  Holy,  and  the  beloved 
inflexible  adherence  to  divine  I  city — but  fire  defeended  from 
revelation,  who  never  had  I  God  out  of  heaven,  and  ut- 
paid  religious  homage  to  the  I  terly  confumed  them, 
wild  or  to  its  image,  I  10  And  the  devil,  who 

and' who  never  had  received  I  had  feduced  them  into  thefe 
the  mark  in  their  foreheads,  I  fatal  errors,  was  precipitated 
or  in  their  hands— -thefe  lived  I  into  a  lake  of  fire  and  brim- 

t  H 

and  reigned  with  Chrift  a  I  ftone,  in  which  the  wild  beaft 
thoufand  years.  I  and  the  falfe  prophet  had 

5  But  the  reft  of  the  dead  I  been  plunged,  and  they  {hall 
were  not  reftpred  to  life  'till  I  be  tormented  day  and  night 
the  thoufand  years  were  com- 1  for  ever  and  ever, 

pie  ted — tfiis  is  the  /r/?  refur- 1  11  I  then  beheld  a  large 

reft  ion.  1  white  throne,  and  faw  a  per¬ 

il  *  Diftinguifhed  is  his  I  Ion  fitting  on  it,  from  whofe 
happinefs  who  attains  the  fe-  E  countenance  the  earth  and 
licity  of  this refurreflion  I  the  Iky  vanifhed  and  difap- 
— *on  fuch  illuftrious  fpiritsj  peared,  and  no  traces  of  them 

the  arrows  of  the  fecond  death  I  left ! 

™  * 

can  make  no  impreflion  ■ — |  12  I  then  faw  the  dead  of 

but  they  ihall  be  conftituted  i  eVery  order  and  condition 

ftand 
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Hand  before  God  —  and  the  |  the  tabcmade  of  God  is  -with 


books  were  opened-— and  an¬ 
other  volume  was  opened 
which  is  the  book  of  life  — 
and  fentence  was  palled  upon 
the  dead  according  to  tneir 
actions,  which  were  regiftered 
in  thefe  books. 

1 3  The  ocean  furrendered 
up  its  dead  —  death  and  the 
grave  delivered  their  dead  — - 
and  every  individual  of  hu¬ 
man  kind  was  judged  accord¬ 
ing  ro  his  actions. 

14  Death  and  the  grave 
were  then  thrown  into  the 
fiery  lake  —  this  is  the  fecond 
death. 

15  And  if  the  name  of 
any  one  was  not  found  enrol¬ 
led  in  the  book  of  life,  he  was 
thrown  into  the  kike  of  fire. 


CHAP.  XXI. 

1  T  Then  faw  a  new  heaven 

Jk  and  a  new  world  —  for 
the  former  heaven  and  the 
former  world  had  totally  va- 
nifhed  and  difappeared,  and 
the  ocean  was  no  more, 

2  I  John  beheld  the  facred 
city,  the  New  Jerufalem,  de¬ 
fending  from  God  out  of  the 
eeleftial  regions,  embcllilhed 
with  all  tne  elegance  with 
which  a  bride  is  decorated  for 
the  reception  of  her  Spoufe. 

3  I  then  heard  a  loud  voice 
from  heaven.  laying— Behold! 


men !— He  will  refide  among 
them —  they  fhall  be  his  peo¬ 
ple,  and  he  himfelf  fhall  be 
ever  propitidufly  prefent  with 
them  as  their  God  I 

4  God  fhall  wipe  away 
every  tear  from  their  eyes— 
death  fhall  be  for  ever  banifh- 
cd  thofe  happy  feats !  —  all 
forrow,  grief,  and  pain  fhall 
be  no  more !  —  the  former 
evils  are  for  ever  removed  1  - 

5  He  then,  who  fat  upon 
the  throne,  thus  acetified  me 
—  Behold !  I  form  a  new 
creation !  —  and,  he  ad^ed* 
ciommit  this  to  writing,  for 
thefe  aflurano.es  are  true,  and 
their  veracity  may  be  depend¬ 
ed  upon. 

6  And  he  faid  to  me  —  It 
is  finilhed!  —  I  am  Alpha 
and  Omega,  the  beginning 
and  the  end— fto  him,  who  is 
parched  with  thirft,  I  will 
freely  give  this  refrefhing  wa¬ 
ter  of  the  fountain  of  life,  - 

.  7  Alt  this  felicity  fhall  be 
the  everlafting  inheritance  of 
the  virtuous  conqueror  —  I 
will  be  his  God,  and  he  fhall 
be  my  fbn ! 

8  But  the  apoftate,  the 
diibeliever,  the  profligate,  the 

murderer,  the  debauchee,  the 
poifoner,  the  idolater,  and 
every  liar,  fhall  be  configned 
to  the  lake  which  bumeth 
with  fire  and  brimftonc  — 
which. is  the  fecond  death. 

9  Then 
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9  Theft  One . of  thelevenia  golden  meafuring-rod  to 
angels*  who  had  the  feven  I  take  the  dimenlions  of  the 
Uft  pkgu  ?s,  approached  me  j  city,  its  gates,  and  its  wall, 
arid  laid Come  hither,  and!  16  The  city  was  an  exad 
I  will  fhew  you  fhe  Bride  thej  fquaro  — r  its  length  the  fame 
Lamb’s  Spoufc.  I  as  its  breadth  •>—  he  took  the 

20  Upon  wljich  he  con- 1  exad  dimenlions  of  the  city 
veyed  me*  in  a  virionary  fcene,  j  with  his  mcafu ring- rod,  in 
tO  the  fyromit  of  a  large  and  j  compafs  twelve  thoufand 
lofty  mountain,  and  exhibited  j  ftadia the  length,  breadth 
to  my  eyes  the  ifrimenfe  city,  |  and  hcighch  of  it  were  perfeft- 
the  holy  Jerufaletn,  defcend-  j  ly  proportionate  and  regular, 
ing  from  God,  out  of  the;  I  17  He  meafured  the  wall, 
GcleiUal  abodes.  I  which  was  an  hundred  and 

1  (  It  was  all  irradiated  I  forty-four  cubits  —  the  angrl 
with  the  glpripus  fplendours  I  ufing  the  fame  ftandard  in 
df  the  Almighty  —  and  the  I  menfuration  as  mankind  ufc. 
Tddiance  it  emitted  was  like  !  18  The  wall  was  conftruct- 

the  1  vftie  of  the  moft  pvcious  I  ed  with  jafper,  and ■  the  city 
Hones,  like  a  jailer,  darting  j  all  of  pure  lolid  gold,  that  re  - 
its  ftrong  effulgence  around.  i|  defied  a  light  like  the  bright- 
22  Jt  was  furrpunded  with!  nefs  of  the  pureft  cryftal. 
a  wall,  great  and  high — it  had  9  19  The  foundations  of  the 

twelve  gates  —  at  every  gate  I  city-wall  were  molt  magnifi 
an  angel  was  ftationed  —  the  I  cently  ornamented  with  every 
names  of  the  fcveral  gate*  I  fpecies  of  precious  Hones  — 
were  fixed  over  them  in  an  I  The  firft  foundation  was  jaf- 
infenption — their  Harries  were  I  per ;  the  fccond,  fapphire; 
thofe  of  the  twelve  patriarchs  j  the  third,  chakedon ;  the 
pf  Hhd.  I  fourth,  emerald  ; 

1 3  Oft  the  eaft  it  had  threp  I  20  the  fifth,  fardonyx ;  the 

gates,  on  the  north,  three,  on  I  fixth,  fardius ;  the  feventh, 
the  ibuch,  three,  on  the  weft, I  cfiryfoUth ;  the  eighth,  beryl-, 
three,  I  thp  ninth,  topaz ;  the  tenth, 

14  The  had  ftlfgj  chryfbprafusj  die  eleventh, 

twelve  foundation? — on  which  ]  hyacinth  \  the  twelfth,  ame- 
were  in  bribed  the  names  of  I  thyft. 

the  twelve  apo&lea  of  the  !  21  The  twelve  gates,  alfo. 

Lamb.  1  were  compofed  of  twelve  dia- 

1 0  He.  moreover,  who!  mends— each  gate,  relpe&ive- 

converifed  with  tift*  had!  ly,  was  one  entire  fingle  dia¬ 
mond 
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mond  —  The  city,  alio,  *46 
jr.ived  with  the  fineft  gold, 
bright  as  tranfparent  cryftal. 

22  lu  this  city  I  faw  no 
temple  —  for  the  Lord  God, 
the  univerfal  Govemour,  and 
the  Lamb,  compofe  its  tem¬ 
ple. 

2 }  The  city  hath  no  need 
of  the  fun,  or  of  the  moon 
to  illuminate  it — for  the  glory 
of  God  irradiates  it,  and  the 
Lam  b  diffufes  the  moil  facred 
Hfght  aratmd. 

24.  Amid  this  glorious 
fplendour  fhall  the.immenfe 
multitudes  of  the  lived  walk ! 
— The  virtuous  fovereighs  of 
the  world  bring  with  them 
ail  their  pomp  and  magnifi¬ 
cence  into  it. 

25  The  gates  of  this  city 

will  never  be  ihut  in  the  day 
—  in  the  davy  becaufe  the 
night  will  be  for  ever  banifh- 
ed  from  thele  abodes ! 

2  6  The  virtuous  and  the 
good  fhall,  fcverally,  bring 
with  them  into  it,  all  the 
grandeur  and  elegance  that 
is  found  in  every  diftin<5k  re¬ 
gion  of  the  univerfe. 

27  But  within  its  holy  pre«- 
cinfte  nothing  fhall  ever  be 
admitted  that  is  impure  and  j 
faife  —  none,  except  thole,  i 
whofe  names  have  been  en¬ 
rolled  in  the  Lamb's  book  of ; 

life. 


ChaV.  sorii.  t.  He  that 
fhowed  me  the  limpid  river 
of  the  water  Pi  lift  —  efear 
and  pellucid  as 
ing  from  the  throne  of  the 
Almighty  and  of  die  Lamb. 

2  On  each  fide  of  the  (beet^ 

and  of  the  river,  was  plained 
the  tree  of  life,  producing: 
twelve  lands  of  fruit,  which 
every  month  attained  their 
full  maturity  —*  the  leaves  of 
this  tree  are  a  fovereign  re¬ 
medy  for  every  indhpoffcien* 

3  Nothing  w31  ever  inter¬ 
vene  to  f  interrupt  this  feli¬ 
city—  the  throne  of  God  and 

elf  the  Lamb  foafl  eternally  be 

eftablifhed  in  it,  and  his  vo¬ 
taries  fhafl  feirve  Mfn : 

4  and  they  ?hdH  ever  be 
m  his  immediate  prefente, 
and  his  nanie  fhall  be  in- 
feribed  on  their  foreheads. 

5  The  (hades  of  night  wfS 
here  be  unknown !  its  inha¬ 
bitants  have  no  need  of  the 

» 

faint  gfimmen  of  a  taper,  pt 
of  the  fplendours  of  the  fen 
—  for  the  Lord  God  throws 
the  pureft  radiance  around 
than— in  his  happy  kingdom 
they  fhall  reign  through  aB 
the  revolving  ages  of  eter¬ 
nity! 

$—6  At  t  E'k  thde  v*ifio 

narjr  exhibitions,  lie  {faid  — 
Thefe  prophetic  afluntnces, 

which  you  have  received,  are 

;  founded 


*  tlx*  xarciSt/iXt  Mntix*,  -vhattemt,  tdktf  i  'tet  Wiffak. 
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founded  upon  die  mod:  cer-  |  ftice :  he,  who  is  abandoned, 
tain  veradty  and!  truth  —The  I  will  continue  his  abandoned 
Lord,  the  God  of  the  holy  J  courfes- —  but  the  virtuous 
prophets,  hath  difpatched  his  I  will  ftill  perfift  in  the  purfuit 
angel  to.  exhibit  before  his  j  of  virtue,  and  the  holy  per- 
fervants  the  events,  which  ]  fevere  in  holinefs. 
muft  very  fhordy  begin  to!  12  Behold!  the  time  of 
receive  their  accomplilh- 1  my  advent  will  very  fpeedily 

ments.  I  arrive  !  —  then  I  brins;  retri- 

1  LJ 

■  7  .Behold !  I  come  quick*  I  buttons  with  me,  to  requite 

ly  I  Happy  is  he  who  obler-  J  every  individual  of  the  human 
veth  the  predictions  of  this  I  race  according  to  his  reipec- 
botok  1  I  rive  aftions. 

S  I  John  faw  thele  feenes  I  1 3  I  am  Alpha  and  Omega, 
exhibited,  and  heard  chefelthe  beginning  and  the  end, 
things  uttered  and  after  1 1  the  firft  and  the  lalh 
had  heard  and  jeen  them,  1 1  14  Happy  are  thole,  who 

proftrated  myfelf  at  the  feet  J  obey  his  commands !  —  they 
Of  the  angel  who  reprelented  I  (hall  have  free  accefs  to  the 
them  befote  me,  to  pay  him  I  tree  of  life,  and  {hall  enter 
religious  honours.  I  in  triumph  through  the  gates 

.  a  But  he  prohibited  me,  I  into  the  city ! 
faying  —  I  am  only  your  fel-  I  15  But  fierce  and  violent 
low-fervant,  one  or  your  bre-1  perfecu tors,  poifoners,  de- 
thren  the  prophets,  and  oneil  bauchees,  murderers,  idola- 
of  thofe  who  regard  the  di- 1  cers,  and  every  one  who  loves 
vine  atfurances  contained  m  l  and  invents  a  falie  religion, 
this  book — pay  religious  wor-  I  fhall  be  for  ever  excluded  I 
fhip  folely  to  the  Deity.  I  .1 6  I  Jefus  have  deputed 

10  He  added  —  Do  not  I  my  angel  Iblcmnly  to  atteft 
iupprefs  the  prophetic  pre*  I  the  truth  of  thefe  things  in 
dictions  of  this  book-' for  the  I  the  Chriftian  churches  —  1 
rime,-  in  which  the  aecom- 1  am  the  true  defeendent  of 
ptifh  merit  of  them  will  com- 1  David,  the  radian  t  morning- 
mencc,  will  very  loon  arrive,  I  ftar. 

xi  He  who  is  unjuft,  *  J  ij  The  Spirit  and  the 
will,  notwithstanding  thele  I  Bride  lay.  Come  \  —  and  let 
cautions,  continue  his  inju. }  him-,  who  hears  tliefe  truths 

repeat 


t  This,  which  in  the  Original  il  in  the  iterative  mood,  is  to  be  confi- 
defed  as  fpolcen  in  the  frtfSttie  ftyle*  and  means'  no  mote  than  that  the!* 
prophecies  woftid  not  anba  the  general  n oral  ftate  of  the  world. 
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repeat  his  joyful  afient —  Let  I  cies  contained  in  this  book, 
him,  who  is  parched  with! God  (hall  exfeind  his  name 
third,  come  to  thefe  refreih- 1  from  the  book  of  life,  and 
ing  dreams !  Let  every  well- !  exclude  him  from  the  holy 
difpofed  perfon  freely  drink  I  city,  and  from  thole  felicities, 
of  the  water  of  life.  I  that  are  deferibed  in  this  vo- 

18  I  folemnly  announce  I  lume. 

to  every  one,  who  hears  the  I  20  He,  who  folemnly  damps 
prophetic  predictions  of  this  1  the  truth  of  thefe  declarations 
book.  That  if  he  heap  any  !  with  his  teftfmony,  faith,  “  I 
additions  of  his  own  upon! come  quickly!** —  Amen! 
them,  the  Almighty  will  heap  j  Lord  Jefus,  difplay  thy  glo- 
upon  him  the  dire  mifsries  I  nous  advent ! 
which  are  recorded  in  this!  ai  May  the  favour  of  our 
book :  I  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  ever  attend 

1 9  And  if  any  perfon  ex- 1  you  all !  Amen* 
fcind  any  part  of  the  prophe- ! 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ANNEXED  to  the  Alexandrian  MS.  the  mod  antient 

and  celebrated  manufeript  of  the  New  Teftament,  is 
the  following  epiftle  of  Clement  to  the  Corinthians .  By 
the  learned  it  is  univerlaliy  efteemed  the  molt  valuable  re¬ 
main  of  Chriftian  antiquity.  In  the  early  ages  of  the  church 
it  formed  part  of  the  canon  of  feripture,  and  was  publickiy 
read,  along  with  the  writings  of  the  Evangelijls  and  Apcjlles , 
in  the  aflemblies  of  the  primitive  Chriitians.  The  Alexan¬ 
drian  MS.  one  of  the  oldeft  and  molt  valuable  manuicripts 
in  the  world,  adds  great  fan&ion  to  its  authority,  and  Hands 
an  illuftrious  monument  of  its  once  forming  a  part  of  the 
facred  code.  The  anlients  never  mention  this  Epiftle  with¬ 
out  the  higheft  encomiums.  Eufebius  ftylcs  it,  *  that  ex¬ 
cellent  and  mofi  admirable  epftle !  Clement  Alexandrians  ex- 
prefsly  calls  him  an  f  Apostle,  But  the  noblcft  attefta- 
tion  to  his  character  is  given  by  St.  Paul,  who  mentions 
him  among  thofe  whofe  names  are  in  the  book  of  life  £.  What 
hath  contributed  in  the  later  ages  to  invalidate  its  fcriptural 
authority,  is,  no  doubt,  the  fabulous  ftory  of  the  Phoenix — 
which  he  only  introduces  by  way  of  fimle  to  iiluftrate  the 
dodtrine  of  the  refurrcblion  from  the  dead.  It  was  univcrfally 
believed  in  thofe  times  that  there  was  fuch  a  bird,  juft  as 
it  wa9  believed  that  the  fun  performed  its  revolutions  round 
the  earth ,  and  that  maniacal  and  epileptic  cafes  were  caufed 
by  the  actual  pofleflion  of  demons.  Chriftianity  was  not 
defigned  to  teach  men  pbilofaphy,  and  to  rectify  the  errors 
of  vulgar  theory  and  fpeculation.  This  moft  excellent  cpiftle 
is  not  now  efteemed  of  canonical  authority,  but  it  may  be 
read  by  every  ferious  and  good  Chriftian  with  great  improve¬ 
ment  and  edification. 


*  Etistwm  —  fitytiM  t«  hJ  StuifuttidL.  Su/elii  EccL  HiJL  lib.  iii.  cap.  1 6* 
fol,  25.  Ldil.  Rob .  Stephan.  Paris .  1544. 

t  O  AnOSTOAOZ  KMfMt .  Clem*  Alexandria's  Strom.  lib,  iv.  p.  y  1  Sm 
Edit.  Paris .  1629. 
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CLEMENT’S  Epiftle  to  the 

Corinthians. 


5  I.  E  church  of  God  in  Rome  to  the  church 

B  of  God  in  Corinth ,  called  and  fan&ified  by  the 

JL  will  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord. 

May  every  favour  and  felicity  from  God,  the  univerfal 
Governour,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  be  abundantly  difpenfed 

to  you  ! - So  i'udden  and  univerfal  have  been  the  troubles, 

my  dear  Chriftian  brethren,  in  wliich  we  have  been  involved, 
that  the  attention  you  defired  us  to  give  to  your  unhappy 
Situation,  hath  been  hitherto  delayed.  We  judge  ourfelves. 
guilty  of  tardinefs  in  not  having  fooner  adverted  to  than 
wicked  and  deteftable  difeord  and  faction,  which  a  few  rafti- 

w  « 

and  obftinate  perfons  have  kiadled  into  fo  furious  a  dame — 
by  which  your  character,  formerly  to  venerable,  fo  univer- 

fally  celebrated,  and  fo  defer vedly  efteeijned  of  all  men,  hath 
greatly  fufTered.  For  who,  that  vifited  Corinth ,  did  not- 
applaud  your  fteady  and  exemplary  profeflion  of  the  gofpel  T 
Who  did  not  admire  your  calm  and  rational  piety  as  Chri- 
Ilians  !  Who  did  not  celebrate  your  amiable  and  generous, 
hofpitality  1  Who  did  not  bellow  the  higheft  eulogies  on 
your  perfe£l  and  accurate  knowledge  of  Chriftianity !  In. 
every  inllance  of  duty  your  character  was  irreproachable* 
In  the  commandments  of  God  you  walked :  to  your  pallors 
you  yielded  obedience  :  to  your  aged  you  paid  due  honour.:: 
youth  you,  carefully  trained  up.  in  fobriety  and  virtue  :  wo-, 
men  you  commanded  to  maintain  lanctity  of  manners  and 
purity  of  confciencfe,  to  lo-ve  their  hufbands,  to  be  in  fub-. 
jeftion.  You  itiftruifled  them  in  domeftic  duties,  and  en-> 
joyned  them  ever  to  prelerve  an  inviolable  chaftity. 

■  §  II.  You  were,  moreover,  ■pumble — in  nothing  elated— » 

yielding  deference  to  others  rather  than  claiming  it  your- 
teives— more  delighted  with  giving  than  receiving — Perfectly 

Y  3'-  fatished. 
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fatisficd  with  the  divine  allotments,  and  diligently  attending 
to  his  word,  you  treafured  it  up  in  your  minds,  and  kept 
the.  divine  inftru&ions  before  your  eyes.  In  this  profound 
and  happy  tranquillity  you  all  lived,  cheriJhing  an  invariable 
ardour  to  do  good,  and  mutual])  enjoying  the  ample  endow¬ 
ments  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Full  of  holy  defires  and  bene¬ 
volent  difpofitions,  you  ftrctched  out  your  hands,  with  de¬ 
vout  confidence,  to  God  the  univerfaj  Governour,  imploring 
his  pardoning  mercy  if  you  had  fallen  into  any  involuntary 
errors.  Night  and  day  you  earneftly  interceded  with  God 
for  the  whole  Chriftian  name  —  that  the  whole  community 
of  his  lcltft  and  favoured  people  might,  through  his  mercy, 
finally  attain  eternal  falvation !  You  were  diflinguifbed 
for  fincerity  and  fimplicity,  and  the  mutual  forgivenefs  of 
injuries.  All  difeord,  all  difienrion,  you  regarded  with 
horror.  You  mourned  over  the  fins  of  your  neighbours : 
their  deficiencies  you  efteemed  your  own.  You  rejoiced  in 
every  opportunity  to  do  a  beneficent  action  :  you  were 
prompt  to  every  good  work.  Your  minds  were  adorned 
with  univerfal  virtue,  and  the  whole  tenour  of  your  religious 
convocation  was  governed  by  the  fear  of  God.  The  It  acutes 
and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  were  engraven  on  the  tablet  of 

your  heart. 

» 

§  III.  The  higheft  glory  and  the  ampleft  felicity  was 
conferred  upon  you  -  fo  thac  in  you  was  accomplilhed  what 
is  recorded  in  feripture :  He  eat  and  drank ,  be  was  enlarged* 
be  waxed  fat  and  kicked .  Hence  conteft  and  envy,  difiention 
and  difeord,  periecution  and  violence,  war  and  captivity. 
Hence  the  hwefi  orders  among  you  have  rifen  up  againft  the 
bigbefl  j  the  meaneft  againft  the  illuftrious  ;  the  unintelligent 
againft  the  wile  i  the  young  againft  the  aged  !  Hence  it  is  that 
virtue  and  tranquillity  are  departed  from  you,  fince  each  of 
you  banifhes  from  his  mind  the  fear  of  God,  hath  greatly 
darkened  and  obfeured  his  religious  principles,  walks  no 
longer  in  the  divine  precepts,  nor  regulates  his  life  according 
to  .the  rules  of  the  gofpel,  but  every  one  follows  the  lead 
of  his  depraved  defires,  exciting  unrighteous  and  wicked 
animofity  and  envy,  by  which  death  firft  entered  into  the 
world, 

$IY. 
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$  IV.  For  thus  it  is  written  :  “  And  in  proeds  of  rime 
**  it  came  to  pafs,  that  Cain  brought  of  the  fruit  of  the 
**  ground  an  offering  unto  the  Lord.  And  Abel,  he  alfo 
,l  brought  of  the  firftlings  of  his  flock,  and  of  the  fat  there- 
“  of :  And  the  Lord  had  refpeft  unto  Abel  and  to  his  oflfer- 
ing  *,  but  unto  Cain  and  unto  his  offering  he  had  not 
“  rdpeft.  And  Cain  was  very  forrowful,  and  his  counte- 
4‘  nance  fell.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  Cain,  Why  art  thou 
V  forrowful  ?  and  why  is  thy  countenance  fallen  ?  If  thou 
*(  doeft  well,  fhalt  thou  not  be  accepted  ?  and  if  thou  doeft 
"  not  well,  fin  lieth  at  the  door.  And  unto  thee  fhall  be 
**  his  defire,  and  thou  fhalt.  rule  over  him.  And  Cain  faid 
**  unto  Abel  his  brother,  Let  us  go  down  into  the  Held. 
*l  And  it  came  to  pafs,  as  they  were  in  the  field,  that  Cain 
-**  roie  up  again  11  Abel  his  brother  and  (lew  him/*  You 
fee,  brethren,  in  this  inftance  that  animofity  and  envy  cauled 
Cain  to  imbrue  his  hands  in  his  brother’s  blood.  It  was 
animofity  and  envy  that  made  our  father  Jacob  fly  from  the 
face  of  his  brother  Efau.  It  was  animofity  and  envy  that 
caufcd  Joieph  to  be  perfecuted  even  to  death,  and  to  be  Re¬ 
duced  to  the  rigours  of  fervitude.  It  was  animofity  and 
envy  that  compelled  Mofcs  to  fly  from  the  prefence  of  Pha¬ 
raoh  king  of  Egypt,  when  he  heard  one  ©t  his  countrymen 
accoft  him  in  thcic  expreflions  :  “  Who  was  it  made  thee  a 
**  judge  or  a  governour  over  us  ?  Wilt  thou  murder  me  as 
thou  murderedft  the  Egyptian  yeflerday  ?  **  It  was  ani¬ 
mofity  and  envy  that  made  Aaron  and  Miriam  to  be  ex¬ 
cluded  from  the  camp  of  Ifrael.  It  was  animofity  and  envy 
that  occafioncd  Dathan  and  A  biram  to  be  fwallowed  up 
alive,  becaufe  of  their .  fa&ious  oppofition  to  Moles  the  fer- 
vant  of  God.  It  was  animofity  and  envy  that  caufcd  David 
to  be  hated  not  only  by  other  nations,  but  to  be  perfecuted 
even  by  Saul  the  king  of  Ifrael ! 

.  §  V.  But  leaving  thefe  antient  examples,  let  us  defeend 
to  thofc  illuftrious  worthies  who  have  adorned  our  age.  Let 
its  confuier  thofc  renowned  examples  which  have  appeared 
in  our  rimes.  It  was  through  animofity  and  malice  that 
the  faithful  and  moft  holy  ornaments  of  the  Chriftian  church 
have  been  perfecuted  even  to  the  moft  dreadful  death !  Let 

Y  4  us 
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us  place  before  our  eyes  the  holy  apoflles.  Peter,  through 
wicked  animofity,  did  not  fupport  only  one  or  two,  but  many 
fufferings  ;  and,  in  this  manner,  letting  his  foal  to  the  caufe 
he  had  efpoufed,  went  to  thole  manfions  of  glory  referved 
for  his  fidelity.  It  was  through  animofity  and  rage  that 
Paul  obtained  the  reward  of  his  conftancy  —  after  having 
been  [even  times  imprilbned,  after  having  been  expelled  from 
various  cities  and  countries,  after  having  been  ftnned,  after 
having  publilhed  the  gofpel  both  in  the  call  and  in  the  weft, 
he  received  the  glorious  palm  of  his  fidelity— for  having  in- 
ftru<fled  the  whole  world  in  righteoufnefs,  and  penetrated  to 
the  very  extremities  of  the  weft,  he  was  crowned  with  mar¬ 
tyrdom  by  the  command  of  the  governours,  and  being  thus 
difmifled  from  human  life,  was  received  to  the  heavenly 
abodes  —  leaving  us  the  moft  illuftrious  pattern  of  fortitude 

and  patience. 

* 

■ 

§  VI.  Befidcs  thefe  holy  men,  a  great  number  of  Chriftians 
were  involved  in  the  fame  calamities,  being  fubjetted  by 
rage  and  refentment  to  fuftain  many  indignities  and  tor¬ 
ments,  and  thereby  exhibiting  to  us  a  moft  worthy  pattern. 
Through  rage  and  malice  the  fair  lex  have  been  involved  in 
perfections,  have  fupported  the  moft  cruel  and  unworthy 
punilhments,  and  though  weak  in  perlbn,  have  been  enabled 
to  finifh  the  Chriftian  race  with  honour,  and  have  received 
the  glorious  chaplet  of  immortality.  Animofity  hath  torn 
afunder  the  conjugal  bond,  and  difproved  that  afiertion  of 
Adam  :  Bone  of  my  bone,  jlcjb  of  my  jlejb .  Animofity  and 
difeord  have  overturned  the  nobleft  cities,  and  totally  exter¬ 
minated"  the  moft  formidable  nations. 

§  VII.  Thele  things,  dearly  beloved,  we  write  not  merely 
to  admonifh  you,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  imprefs  our  own 
minds  with  their  importance.  For  we  are  placed  in  the 
fame  common  theatre :  and  the  fame  arduous  contention 
awaiteth  us.  Let  us  therefore  abandon  every  vain  and  fri¬ 
volous  purfuit,  and  conform  to  the  glorious  and  venerable 
ftandard  of  our  holy  vocation.  Let  us  regard  what  is  good, 
what  is  amiable,  and  what  is  acceptable  in  the  eyes  of  our 

Maker,  Let  us  contemplate  the  blood  of  Jefus,  and  con- 

fider 
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£der  how  valuable  in  the  Divine  eftimation  its.effufion  is— 
as  ic  was  fhed  for  our  falvation,  and  hath  offered  to  the 
whole  world  the  favour  of  repentance.  Let  us  take  a  review 
©f  all  paji  ages,  and  refled  how  in  every  fucceflive  genera¬ 
tion  the  Supreme  hath  gracioufly  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  repentance  to  thofe  who  were  difpoitd  to  return  to  him, 
Noah  preached  repentance  ;  and  thole  who  obeyed  him  were 
laved.  Jonah  preached  repentance  to  the  Nine  vices,  and 
thofe  of  them  who  renounced  their  vices,  though  they  had 
•been  alienated  from  God,  yet  upon  earocftly  imploring  his 
frrgivenefs,  rendered  him  propitious,  and  obtained  fi4» 
vation. 

* 

■  %  VIII.  Not  only  the  mnijiers  of  the  grace  of  God  have 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  fpoken  of  repentance,  but  God  bimftlf 
hath  ipoken  concerning  it  with  an  oath  :  44  As  I  live,  faith 
**  the  Lord,  I  defire  not  the  death  of  a  finner,  but  that  he 
**  Ihould  repent.”  Adding  this  illuftrious  declaration : 
“  Turn,  from  your  iniquity,  O  houfe  of  Ifrael.  Say  unto 
ft  the  children  of  my  people.  Though  your  fins  ihould  reach 
«  from  earth  to  heaven  ;  and  though  they  ihould  be  redder 
“  than  fcarlet,  and  blacker  than  fackclorh ;  yet  if  you  will 
**  turn  to  me  with  all  your  heart,  and  call  me  father,  1  will 
“  hearken  to  you,  as  to  an  holy  people.”  And  in  another 
place  he  thus  fpeaks :  44  Waih  ye,  make  you  clean :  put 
44  away  the  evil  of  your  doings  from  before  mine  eyes ; 
V  ceafe  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well :  feck  judgment :  relievo 
“  the  opprefled  :  judge  the  fatherlefs  :  plead  lor  the  widow. 
“  Come  now  and  let  us  reafon  together,  faith  the  Lord  2 
44  Though  your  fins  be  as  fcarlet,  they  ihall  be  white  as 
44  fnow  ;  though  they  be  red  as  crinifon,  they  ihall  be  as 
44  wool,  if  you  be  willing  and  obedient,  you  ihall  eat  of  the 
44  good  of  the  land  ;  but  if  you  refufe  and  rebel,  you  ihall 
44  be  devoured  with  the  fword  \  for  the  mouth  of  the  Lord 
♦4  hath  fpoken  ic.”  Defirous  therefore  that  all  his  beloved 
children  ihould  repent,  he  hat!)  ratified  rheie  his  gracious 
intentions  by  his  fupreme  authority  and  will. 

§  IX.  Let  us  therefore  obey  his  moil  benevolent  and 
glorious  will,  and  as  the  fupplicants  of  his  mercy  and  be-. 

Dignity, 
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nignity,  let  us  proftrate  ourlelves  before  him,  and  implore 
his  tender  mercies  —  for  ever  renouncing  all  our  vain  pur- 
fuits,  and  that  difcord  and  animolity  which  will  plunge  us 
in  death  eternal.  Let  us  lix  our  eyes  on  thofe  who  have 
approved  themfelves  the  faithful  and  perfeft  mini  tiers  of  his 
molt  glorious  Majefty.  Let  us  contemplate  Enoch,  who 
being  found  in  obedience  and  righteoufnefs,  was  cran Hated, 
and  did  not  feel  the  ftroke  of  death.  Noah,  bein^  found 

*  Cl 

faithful,  preached  amendment  and  reformation  of  life  to  the 
world,  and  God,  by  him,  preferved  all  the  living  creatures, 
which  entered,  in  mutual  harmony,  into  the  ark. 

■ 

•  * 

§  X.  Abraham,  denominated  the  friend  of  God,  appro¬ 
ved  his  fidelity  in  obeying  the  divine  commands.  From  a 
principle  of  obedience  he  reiinquifhed  his  country,  his 
Kindred,  and  his  father’s  houfe,  in  order  that  forfaking  a 
little  country,  an  inconfiderable  kindred,  and  a  fmall  family, 
he  might  inherit  the  promiles  of  God.  For  thus  faid  God 
to  him :  "  Get  thee  out  of  thy  country,  and  from  thy 
**  kindred,  and  from  thy  father’s  houfe,  unto  a  land  that 
**  I  will  fhow  thee.  And  I  will  make  thee  a  great  nation, 
11  and  1  will  blefs  thee,  and  make  thy  name  great,  and 
**  thou  (halt  be  blefled.  And  I  will  blefs  them  that  blefs 
“  thee,  and  curfe  them  that  curfe  thee :  and  in  thee  fhall 
**  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blefled.”  And  again, 
when  he  was  feparated  from  Lot,  God  faid  to  him  :  u  Lift 
up  now  thine  eyes,  and  look  from  the  place  where  thou 
44  art,  northward,  and  fouthward,  and  caftward,  and  weft- 
**  ward  :  for  all  the  land  which  thou  feeft,  to  thee  will  I 
**  give  it,  and  to  thy  feed  for  ever.  And  I  will  make  thy 
feed  as  the  dull  of  the  earth,  fo  that  if  a  man  can  number 
M  the  duft  of  the  earth,  then  fhall  thy  feed  alfo  be  number- 
ed.”  And  again  he  faith  :  “  And  God  brought  forth 
Abraham  and  faid  to  him.  Look  now  towards  heaven, 
**  and  tell  the  ftars,  if  thou  be  able  to  number  them  >  fo 
tc  fhall  thy  feed  be.  And  Abraham  believed  God,  and  it 
44  was  counted  to  him  for  righteoufnefs.”  On  account  of 
Jiis  faith  and  hofpitality  there  was  given  him  a  fon  in  his 
old  age  j  whom,  in  compliance  with  the  divine  command, 

he 
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be  offered  a  Sacrifice  to  God  on  one  of  the  mountains  to 
which  he  was  directed. 

§  XI.  On  account  of  his  hofpitality  and  piety  Lot  was 
refeued  out  of  Sodom,  ail  the  adjacent  country  been  over¬ 
whelmed  in  a  deluge  of  fire  and  brimftone — the  Almighty 
manifelling  to  the  world,  in  this  inftance,  that  he  win  never 
defert  thole  who  confide  in  him,  and  that  he  will  mfiidt  the 
molt  dreadful  punifhments  on  the  difobedient- for  his  wi te, 
who  accompanied  him  at  his  departure  from  the  city,  being 
of  a  different  difpofition,  and  not  concurring  with  him  in 
the  fame  fentimenta  of  piety,  was  fixed  a  monument  of  the 
divine  indignation,  to  remain  a  pillar  of  ialt  to  this  day— 
that  all  might  learn,  That  thofe  who  queftion  a  providence, 
and  diftrult  the  power  of  God,  incur  the  divine  uifU&tens. 
and  thus  ferve  to  teach  all  fucceeding  ages  a  ldlon  of  ulcitt) 
inftru&ion. 

■ 

S 

,  §  XII.  For  her  faith  and  hofpitality  Raab  the  harlot  was* 
nreferved,  For  when  Jofhua  the  Ion  of  Nun  had  fent-fpies* 
pi  to  Jericho,  and  the  king  of  that  country  had  gained  in¬ 
telligence  of  it,  and  fent  men  to  leize  them,  that  they 
might  be  put  to  death,  this  hofpitable  woman  received  them 
huo  her  houi'e,  and  concealed  them  in  an  upper  room,  un¬ 
der  (talks  of  flax ;  and  when  mefiengers  came  from  the 
king  and  faid  :  “  There  came  men  unto  thee  to  fpy  out  the 
44  land,  bring  them  forth,  tor  fo  hath  the  king  tommand- 
“  ed ;  ”  She  anfwercd,  44  The  two  men  whom  you  leek 
41  came  unto  me,  but  prefently  they  departed,  and  arq 
“  gone:”  not  difeovering  them.  Then  lhe  faid  to  the 
fpies :  44  1  know  that  the  Lord  your  God  hath  given  this 
4>  city  into  your  hands  j  for  the  fear  of  you  is  fallen  upon 
“  ail  that  dwell  therein.  When  therefore  you  fhail  have 
taken  it,  you  fhail  fave  me  and  my  father’s  houie.”  And 
they  anfwercd  her,  faying :  “  It  fhail  be  as  thou  tiait  fpoken 
V  to  us.  Therefore  when  thou  fhalt  know  mac  we  aie  near, 
44  thou  fnalt  gatlier  all  thy  ramify  together  upon  the  iiouie- 
44  top,  and  they  fhail  be  faved  :  But  ail  that  fhail  be  found 
44  without  thy  houfe,  (hall  be  drftroycd.”  And  they  more¬ 
over  gave  her  a  fign  *  that  flic  flynna  hang  out  of  her  houie 
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a  scarlet  line:  manifefting,  that  through  the  blood  of 
our  Lord  all  thole  who  believe  and  hope  in  God,  Ihould  obi 
tain  redemption.  See,  beloved,  there  was  not  only  faith, 
but  even  propbcfy ,  in.  this  woman ! 

*  V 

§  XIII.  Let  us  therefore,  my  brethren,  adorn  our  foul* 
with  humility — diverting  ourfelvcs  of  all  haughtinefs,  and' 
arrogance,  and  folly,  and  paflion.  Let  us  attend  to  the 
directions  of  feripture  j  for  the  Holy  Spirit  faith  :  “  Let  not 
44  the  wife  man  glory  in  his  wiidom,  nor  the  rtrong  man  in 
44  his  ftrength,  nor  the  rich  man  in  his  riches ;  but  let  him 
44  that  glorieth,  glory  in  the  Lord,  to  feek  him,  and  to  do 
4<  judgment  and  juftice."  Above  all,  remembering  the 
words  of  our  Lord  Jcfus,  which  he  delivered  when  he  was 
inculcating  mildnefs  and  meeknefs:  44  Show  mercy  that- 
“  you  may  obtain  mercy :  Forgive  that  you  may  be  for- 
44  given.  As  you  do  to  others,  fo  fhall  it  be  done  to  you. 
44  As  you  give,  fo  (hall  it  be  given  to  you.  As  you  judge, 
“  fo  fhall  you  be  judged.  As  you  Ihow  kindnefs  to  others, 
44  fo  will  kindnefs  be  (bowed  to  you.  With  what  meafurc 
44  you  mete,  with  the  fame  fhall  it  be  meafured  to  you 
44  again.”  In  this  direction,  and  in  thefe  precepts,  let  us 
eflablilh  ourfelves,  that  we  may  walk  in  obedience  to  his 
moft  excellent  rules,  being  adorned  with  humility.  For 
the  feripture  faith  :  44  Upon  whom  will  I  look,  but  upon 
44  him  that  is  meek  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit,  and  that.trem- 
44  bles  at  my  word.” 


§  XIV.  Juftice,  therefore,  and  duty  require,  my  brethren* 
that  we  fhouid  rather  obey  God  than  in  haughtinefs  and 
diforder  to  follow  the  authors  and  fomenters  of  deteftable 
difeord.  For  it  is  no  fmall  detriment  we  (hall  fuftain,  ra¬ 
ther,  we  (hall  incur  very  great  danger,  if  we  precipitantly 
furrender  ourfelves  to  the  wills  of  men,  whofe  aim  and  ftudy- 
it  is  to  involve  us  in  contentions  and  factious  parties,  in  or-i 
der  to  divert  us  from  the  path  of  our  duty.  Let  us  then- 
mutualiy  exerdfe  the  greateft  benignity  and  kindnefs  one- 
to  another,  according  to  the  iniinne  benevolence  and  love 
of  the  Being  who  made  us.  For  it  is  written :  “  i  he  mer- 
“  ciful  (hail  inherit  the  earth,  and  they  that  are  without 
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**'  evil,  fhall  be  left  upon  it  \  but  the  tranfgreflors  fhall  perifh 
“  from  the  face  of  it.”  And  again  the  icripture  faith  :  44  I 
44  have  feen  the  wicked  in  great  power,  and  fpreading  him- 
“  ieif  like  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.  I  pafled  by,  and  lo !  he 
“  was  not :  I  fought  his  place,  but  it  could  not  be  found. 
44  Keep  innocence,  and  do  the  thing  that  is  right ;  for  there 
44  fhall  be  a  remnant  to  the  peaceable  man.” 

§  XV.  Let  us,  therefore,  join  ourfelves  to  thofe  who  from 
a  principle  of  religion  ftudy  to  live  peaceably,  and  not  to 
thofe,  who  only  from  a  principle  of  hypocrify  defire  peace. 
For  he  faith  in  a  certain  place  :  44  This  people  honouretli 
44  me  with  their  lips,  but  their  heart  is  far  from  me.”  And 
again :  “  They  bltfs  with  their  mouth,  but  curie  in  their 
“  heart.”  And  again  the  feripture  faith:  44  They  loved 
44  him  with  their  mouth,  and  with  their  tongue  they  lied  to 
M  him.  For  their  heart  was  not  right  with  him,  neither 
“  wefe  they  faithful  to  his  covenant.  Let  all'  deceitful  lips 
“  become  tiumb,  and  the  tongue  that  fpeaketh  proud  things, 
“  Who  have  raid,  with  our  tongue  will  we  prevail :  our  lips 
“  are  our  own,  who  is  Lord  over  us.  For  the  oppreffion 
u  of  the  poor,  for  the  fighing  of  the  needy,  now  will  I  arife, 
“  faith  the  Lord  j  I  will  fee  him  in  fafety,  I  will  deal  con- 
,{  fidently  with  him.” 

§  XVI.  They  are  the  humble  ahd  lowly  who  have  an  intcreft 
in  Chrift,  not  thofe  who  infolently  uiurp  dominion  over  his 
flock.  For  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  who  was  the  feepire  of 
the  Divine  fupremacy,  did  not  afiume  any  oftentatious  pomp 
and  grandeur,  though  he  might  have  affumed  it,  but  was 
humble  and  lowly,  as  the  Holy  Spirit  thus  witneffeth  con¬ 
cerning  him,  “  Lord,  who  hath  believed  our  report,  and 
44  to  whom  is  the  arm  of  the  Lord  revealed  ?  For  he  fhall 
44  grow  up  before  him  as  a  tender  plant,  and  as  a  root  out 
**  of  a  dry  ground.  He  hath  no  form  nor  comelinefs,  and  when 
w  we  fhall  fee  him,  there  is  no  beauty  that  we  fhould  defire 
44  him.  He  is  defpifed  and  rejected  of  men :  a  man  of 
44  forrows  and  acquainted  with  grief.  And  we  hid,  as  it 
44  were,  our  faces  from  him.  He  was  defpifed,  and  we 
“  cftcemcd  him  not.  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and 

44  carried 
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carried  our  forrows.  Yet  we  did  efteem  him  ftricken, 
Ihiitten  of  God  and  afflicted.  But  he  was  wounded  for. 


“  our  tranigrefiions. :  he  was  bi  uifed  for  our  iniquities :  the 
“  chailitement  of  our  peace  was  upon  him,  and  with  his 
f‘  ftripes  we  arc  healed.  All  we  like  ftieep  have  gone  aftray  i 
11  we  have  turned  every  one  to  his  own  way,  ani  the  Lord 
14  hatli  laid  on  him  the  iniquity  of  us  all.  He  was  opprefled 
44  and  he  was  affli&ed,  yet  he- opened  not  his  mouth,  l  ie  is 
44  brought  as  a  lamb  to  the  (laughter,  and  as  a  Iheep  before 
44  her  ihearers  is  dumb,  fo  he  openeth  not  his  mouth.  He 
44  was  taken  from  prifon,  and  from  judgment,  and  who  (hall 
44  declare  his  generation  ?  For  he  was  cut  off  out  of  the 
44  land  of  the  living  •,  for  the  tranfgrriflon  of  my  people  was 
44  he  ftricken.  And  he  made  his  grave  with  the  wicked, 
*4  and  with  the  rich  in  his  death  $  becaufe  lie  had  done  no 
44  violence,  neither  was  any  deceit  in  his  mouth.  Yet  it 
44  pleafed  the  Lord  to  oruife  him  \  he  hath  put  him  to  grief. 
44  When  thou  lhait  make  his  foul  an  offering  for  fin,  he 
*4  lhall  fee  his  feed,  he  (hall  prolong  his  days,  and  the  plea- 
44  fure  of  the  Lord  (ball  profper  in  his  hand.  He  fhall  fee 
44  otf  the  travail  of  his  foul,  and  fhall  be  fatisfied.  By  his 
44  knowledge  fhall  my  rigfueuus  fervant  juftify  many,  for 
44  he  fhall  oear  their  iniquities.  Therefore  will  1  divide  him 
44  a  portion  with  the  great,  and  he  fhall  divide  the  fpoil 
44  with  the  ftrong,  becaufe  he  hath  poured  out  his  foul  unto 
44  death*  And  he  was  numbered  with  the  tranfgrefiors,  and 
w  he  bare  the  tin  of  many,  and  made  interceflion  for  the 
14  tranfgreflbrs.’*  And  again  he  himfelf  faith :  44  I  am  a 
44  worm  and  no  man,  a  reproach  of  men,  and  defpifed  of  the 
**  people.  All  they  that  fee  me,  laugh  me  to  fcom :  they 
44  ihoot  out  their  lips,  they  fhake  their  head,  faying,  He 
44  trufted  in  God  that  he  would  deliver  him :  let  him  deliver 
44  him,  feeing  he  delighted  in  him.’*  See,  my  dear  Chriltiaii 
brethren,  what  an  example  is  here  difplayed  before  us! 
If  our  Lord  thus  demeaned  himfelf,  how  ought  we  to  com 
duft  ourfeives,  who,  by  his  benignity,  are  brought  under  his 
gracious  yoke ! 


§  XVII.  Let  us  be  followers  of  thofe  who  went  about  Sri 

fheep-fkins  and  goat-lkins,  proclaiming  the  advent  of  the 

Meffiali. 
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Meffiah.  Such  as  Elias,  and  Elilha,  and  Ezekiel  the  pro. 
phets,  and  other  good  men,  whole  virtues  the  feripture  cele¬ 
brates.  Highly  was  Abraham  honoured  in  being  ftyled 
the  friend  of  God — and  yet  when  he  contemplated  the  glory 
of  God,  with  true  humility  he  cries  out :  1  am  but  daft  and 
apes !  Of  Job  it  is  alfo  written  :  That  he  was  juft  and  with¬ 
out  blame,  true ;  one  that  ferved  God,  and  abftained  front 
all  evil.  Yet  he,  reproaching  himfelf,  lays  :  No  man  is  pet 
from  pollution ,  noy  not  though  be  poidd  live  for  one  day  / 
Mufcs  was  found  faithful  in  all  his  houfe,  and  God,  by  his 
miniftry,  inflicted  many  dreadful  judgments  on  Egypt— -yet* 
though  he  was  fo  highly  diftinguilhed,  he  was  not  elated — 
but  laid,  when  the  Divine  Voice  addrefled  him  out  of  the 
bulh :  44  Who  am  I,  that  thou  Ihonldeft  fend  me  ?  1  am  of  a 
“  weak  voice  and  a  flow  tongue.”  And  again  he  faith : 
“  lam  as  the  vain  vapour  from  a  pot !  “ 

§  XVIII.  What  {hall  we  lay  of  David  who.  obtained  that 
ffluftrious  chara&er  from  God  :  44  I  have  found  a  man  after 
<l  my  own  heart,  David  the  Ion  of  Jefle.  W'ith  my  holy 
44  oil  I  have  anointed  him.”  Yet  he  himfelf  faith  to  God  ; 
44  Have  mercy  upon  me,  O  God,  according  to  thy  loving 
“  kindnefs  ;  according  to  the  multitude  of  tny  tender  met- 
44  cies  blot  out  my  tranfgreffions.  Wafli  me  thoroughly 
“  from  mine  iniquicy,  and  cleanle  me  from  my  fin.  For 
44  I  acknowledge  my  tranfgreffions,  and  my  fm  is  ever  before 
44  me.  Againft  thee  only  have  I  finned,  and  done  this  evil 
44  in  thy  fight,  that  thou  mighteft  be  juftified  when  thou 
44  fpeakeftj  and  be  clear  when  thou  judgeft.  Behold,  I  was 
44  fhapen  in  iniquity,  and  in  fin  did  my  mother  conceive 
44  me.  Behold,  thou  defireft  truth  in  the  inward  parts,  and 
44  in  the  hidden  part  thou  lhalt  make  me  to  know  wifdom. 
44  Purge  me  with  hyflbp,  and  1  (hall  be  clean ;  walh  me, 
44  and  I  fliall  be  whiter  than  lhow.  Make  me  to  hear  joy 
44  and  gladnefs,  that  the  bones  which  thou  haft  broken  may 
44  rejoice.  Hide  thy  face  from  my  fins,  and  blot  out  all 
44  mine  iniquities.  Create  in  me  a  clean  heart,  O  God  j 
44  and  renew  a  right  fpirit  within  me.  Caft  me  not  away 
44  from  thy  prefence,  and  take  not  thy  Holy  Spirit  from  me. 
“  Reftore  unto  me  the  joy  of  -thy  falvation,  and  uphold  me 

44  with 
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44  with  thy  free  Spirit.  Then  will  I  teach  tranfgreflbrs  thy 
44  ways,  and  finners  (hall  be  converted  unto  thee.  Deliver 
44  me  from  blood-guiltinefs,  O  God,  thou  God  of  my  fak 
44  vation,  and  my  tongue  Ihall  ling  aloud  of  thy  righteouf- 
44  nels.  O  Lord,  open  thou  my  lips,  and  my  mouth  fhall 
44  fhew  forth  thy  praile.  For  thou  delireft  not  facrifice<- 
44  elfc  would  I  give  it ;  thou  delighteft  not  in  burnt-ofler- 
u  ings.  The  lacrifices  of  God  are  a  broken  heart  •,  a  bro- 

4t  ken  and  a  contrite  heart,  O  God,  thou  wilt  not  deipife.” 

* 

§  XIX.  The  humility  and  fubmifiive  obedience,  there¬ 
fore,  of  lb  many  and  fuch  illuftrious  perfons,  who  have  been 
honoured  with  thefe  eulogies,  have  not  only  rendered  or, 
but  all  preceding  ages,  better,  who  have  received  the  divine 
oracles  in  fear  and  truth.  Since  therefore  examples  fo  nu¬ 
merous,  fa  great,  and  fo  illuftrious,  have  been  held  up  to 
our  view,  let  us  fteadily  purfue  that  peace  which  hath  been 
inculcated  upon  us  from  the  beginning.  Let  us  intenfely 
contemplate  the  Creator  and  Parent  of  univcrfal  nature,  and 
indelibly  imprels  our  minds  with  his  moft  magnificent,  his 
moft  tranlccndantly  excellent  gifts  and  bleflings  of  peace. 
Let  us  view  him  in  idea,  and  ftedfaftly  fix  the  eye  of  the 
foul  upon  his  never-ceafing  benevolence.  Let  us  confider 
how  infinitely  kind  and  benign  he  is  to  every  one  of  his 
creatures. 

% 

§  XX.  The  revolutions  of  the  heavens,  Jiarmonioufiy 
conducted  by  his  adminiftration,  are  fubjeft  to  him  in  peace. 
Day  and  night,  without  the  leaft  confufion,  regularly  pro¬ 
duce  the  viciffitude  he  hath  ordained.  The  fun  and  moon, 
and  heavenly  conftellations,  according  to  his  appointment, 
in  harmonious  concord,  without  the  leaft  irregularity,  per¬ 
form  the  various  motions  he  hath  afiigned  rhem.  The  earth 
opens  her  teeming  bofom  according  to  his  will,  and  in  its 
appointed  feafons  fupplieth  men  and  animals,  and  every 
living  creature  on  its  furface,  with  food  in  copious  abund¬ 
ance — no  confufion  and  diforder  being  ever  introduced  into 
thole  laws  he  hath  eftablilhed.  The  inexplorable  abyfs,  and 
the  unfathomable  depths  are  controuled  by  his  lovcreign 
mandate.  The  immenfity  of  the  ocean,  whole  infinite  mats 
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itf  water  his  creative  power  col  left  ed  and  combined  into  one 
vaft  fyftem,  rranlgrefles  not  the  boundaries  in  which  he  hath, 
tircumfcribecl  it,  but  obeys  his  authoritative  ordinance. 
For  God  faith:  Hitherto  /halt  thou  go ,  and  no  farther ;  here 
fball  thy  waves  he  fayed \  The  ocean,  impermeable  to  morr 
tals,  and  the  worlds  beyond  it.,  are  harmonioufly  governed 
by  the  fame  conftituiion  of  the  Supreme  Ruler,  Spring, 
fummer,  autumn,  winter*  follow  each  other  in  harmonious 
rotation.  The  winds  ilationed  in  their  various  quarters, 
at  their  appointed  time,  without  any  wild  tumultuous  col- 
Jiiion,  perform  the  fervices  aligned  them.  The  perennial 
fountains,  which  the  Creator’s  bounty  hath  formed  for 
utility  and  health,  open  their  bofom  flowing  with  indefec¬ 
tible  dreams  to  fupport  the  life  of  mortals;  The  minuted 
and  moft  inconflderable  creatures  ftatedly  cohabit  in  harf 
mony  and  concord.  All  theie  tilings  the  Great  Creator  and 
Lord  of  univerfel  •  nature,  by  his  Sovereign  appointment* 
hath  harmonioufly  clifpofed  —  diffufing  his  goodnefs  upon 
ail,  but  in  a  moil  tranfcendently  liberal  manner  upon  us+ 
.who  have  fled  for  refuge  to  his  mercy  through  Jefus  Chrift 
our  Lord.  To  him  be  glory  and  dominion  through  all  the 
revolving  ages  of  eternity  I  Amen; 

*  •  #  *  » 

_  _  ■  »  •  ‘  -  *  « 

§  XXI.  Be  cautious,  my  dearly  beloved*  left  his  various 

bleffings  {hould  only  expofe  you  to  condemnation,  if  you 
fliould  be  found  not  to  have  lived  in  a  manner  worthy  of 
God,  and  in  mutual  concord  and  harmony  to  have  per¬ 
formed  thofe  things  that  are  good  and  acceptable  to  him. 
For  he  faith  in  a  certain  place  :  The  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is  a 
-\omp  that  exploreth  the  fecret  rcceffes  of  the  mind .  Let  US 
confider  how  near  he  is  to  every  one  of  us,  and  that  we 
pannot  fereen .  a  Angle  thought  or  word  from  his  infallible 
knowledge.  It  is  our  duty,  therefore,  never  to  defert  our 
rank  and  revolt  from  his  will.  Let  us  rather  offend  men 
who  are  weak  and  unintelligent,  and  oftenratious,  and  in¬ 
flated  with  the  pride  of  their  fuperior  wifdom,  than  GOD. 
Let  us  reverence  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  whole  blood  was 
Voluntarily  Ihed  for  us.  Let  us  revere  our  paftors,  honour 
bur  aged,  inftrudt  our  children  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  form 
our  women  to  virtue,  Let  them  diiplay  a  fandlity  of  man  ■ 
Vol.  II,  Z  ners : 
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ners :  let  them  manifeft  a  mild  and  amiable  difpofirion :  let 
them  fliow,  in  a  moded  lilence,  their  averfion  from  all  in- 
temperate  garrulity  :  let  them  diffufe  their  benevolence  and 
love,  not  by  fond  partiality,  but  equally  to  all  who  fear 
God.  Let  your  children  be  trained  up  in  Chriilian  difci* 
pline :  let  them  leam  how  much  humility  avails  with  God 
— what  efficacy  pure  benevolence  hath  with  the  Deity — hoW 
happy  and  important  it  is  to  fear  him  —  and  how  he  favetk 
thofe  who  pioufiy  walk  before  him  with  a  pure  mind  —  for 
he  is  a  witnefs  of  our  thoughts  and  intentions.  It  is  his 
breath  we  breathe,  and,  when  he  pleafes,  he  can  with- 
draw  it ! 

■ 

« 

§  XXII.  Faith  in  Chrift  confirmed*  all  thde  truths  —  for 
by  the  Holy  Spirit  he  himfelf  thus  addreJIeth  us :  “  Gome, 
u  ye  children,  and  hearken  unto  me,  and  I  will  teach  yon 
**  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  What  man  is  there  that  defireth 
“  life,  and  loveth  to  fee  good  days  ?  Keep  thy  tongue  from 
evil,  and  thy  lips  that  they  (peak  no  guile.  Depart  from 
“  evil  and  do  good }  feek  peace  and  purfue  it.  The  eyes 
M  of  the  Lord  are  upon  the  righteous,  and  his  ears  are  open 
“  to  their  prayers.  But  the  face  of  the  Lord  is  againft 
“  them  that  do  evil,  to  cut  pff  the  remembrance  of  them 
from  the  earth.  The  righteous  cried,  and  the  Lord  heard 
(<  him,  and  delivered  him  out  of  all  his  troubles.  Many 
are  the  .troubles  of  the  (inner,  but  mercy  fliall  furround 

“  thofe  who  hope  in  God.” 

% 

§  XXIII.  The  all-merciful  and  benevolent  Parent  hath 
the  tendered  companion  for  them  that  fear  him,,  and  with 
infinite  delight  and  complacency  imparteth  his  felefteft  fa¬ 
vours  to  thofe  who  approach  him  in  fimplicity  and  purity. 
Let  us  not  therefore  call  in  queftion  his  bounty,  or  cheriih 
the  lead  diffidence  concerning  his  mod  exuberant  and  glo¬ 
rious  beneficence.  Far  be  it  from  us  thkt  we  ever  verify 
that  paffa^e  of  feripture :  MHerable  arc  the  double-minded, 
who  are  did  rafted  with  impious  doubts,  who  fay,  Theft  things 
we  have  beard  frm  our  fathers ,  but  behold  we  are  now  grown 
old,  and  none  of  theft  things  have  happened  to  us!  O  thought- 
Iefs  and  inconfiderate !  Obfcrve  the  trees — the  vine,  for  ex- 

••  *•  f 

ample. 


/^/^'Corinthians.  331 

ample.  Firjl  it  Iheds  its  leaves  —  next  the  buds  appear  — 
then  the  leaf — then  the  bloom —  afterwards  the  four  grape — 
lafi  of  all  the  ripe  fruit.  You  fee  in  how  Jhort  a  (pace  the 
fruit  attains  its  maturity.  With  the  fame  brevity  and  fwift- 
Hefs>  be  allured,  fhall  his  will  be  compleatly  perfected  —  for 
the  fcripture  l'olemnly  declares,  That  he  will  quickly  come 
and  not  delay  %  that  the  Lord  will  fttddenly  come  to  his  temple , 
even  the  holy  one  whom  you  expeth 

§  XXIV.  Let  us  conftder,  my  beloved,  how  inceflandy 
our  Maker  indicateth  to  us  a  future  reformation.  The  Al¬ 
mighty  conftituted  our  Lord  Jel'us  Chrift  the  firfi  fruits  of 
this  general  harveft,  by  raifmg  him  from  the  dead.  Let  us 
attend,  my  beloved,  to  nature,  which  continually  exhibits 
&  refurred tion.  The  interchanges  of  day  and  nignt  read  to 
us  a  refurre&ion.  The  night  is  wrapped  in  darknefs  —  the 
day  emerges  from  its  gloom  —  the  night  and  day  follow 
each  other  in  fwifc  fuccelTion.  Let  us  obferve  the  grain* 
and  confider  in  what  manner  it  4s  formed.  The  hulband- 
man  goeth  forth — calls  it  into  the  ground —  it  falls  into  the 
foil,  dry  and  naked —  it  is  diffolved  —  after  its  dilTolution, 
the  omnipotence  of  the  great  Creator  raifeth  it  into  new 
life — it  burfts  forth  into  a  copious  car — and  produceth  fruit 
in  rich  abundance. 

§  XXV.  Let  us  contemplate  that  wonderful  phenome¬ 
non  in  the  eaftern  countries,  namely,  about  Arabia .  There 
is  a  certain  bird  called  a  Phoenix.  There  is  never  but  one 
of  the  Ipecies,  and  it  lives  five  hundred  years.  When  the 
time  of  its  dillblution  approaches,  it  forms  a  neft  of  frank- 
incenfe,  myrrh,  and  ocher  aromatics.  Into  this,  when  its 
time  is  compleated,  it  enters  and  dies.  Its  flelh  putrifying, 
‘generates  a  worm,  which  feeds  on  the  carcafe  of  its  deccafed 
parent  until  it  puts  forth  wings  —  becoming  then  robuft 
and  vigorous,  it  takes  the  neft,  where  the  bones  of  its  pre- 
tSeceflbr  lie,  and  carries  it  through  the  air  from  Arabia  to 
Egypt,  into  a  city  called  Heliopolis.  And  there,  in  opeh 
day,  in  the  fight  of  all  the  inhabitants,  it  lays  them  upon 
the  altar  of  the  fun,  and  then  returns.  When  the  priefts 
examine  the  records,  they  find  that  this  phenomenon  hath 
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made  its  appearance  precifely  at  the  confummation  of  a  pe: 
riod  of  five  hundred  years. 


§  XXVI.  Shall  we  therefore  deem  it  any  thing  marvel¬ 
lous  and  wonderful  that  the  universal  Creator  fliouid  bids 
thole,  who  have  ferved  him  in  full  afiurance  of  faith,  with  a 
re  furred!  ion  \  when  in  this  bird  he  exhibits  to  us  a  ftriking 
emblem  of  the  greatnefs  of  this  magnificent  promife.  For 
he  faith  in  a  certain  place  :  Thou  wilt  raife  me  up,  and  I  will 
celebrate  thy  praife.  I  laid  me  down  and  jitpt,  I  awaked,  for 
thou  art  with  me.  And  again  Job  faith :  Thou  wilt  raife  up 
this  fiejh  of  mine  which  hath  endured  all  thefe  fufj'erings . 

%  % 

§  XXVII.  In  this  tranfporting  hope,  therefore,  let  our 
fouls  be  firmly  united  to  .him  who  is  faithful  in  his  pro- 
miles,  and  jult  in  his  decifions.  He  who  prohibited  lying , 
how  much  more  will  not  he  violate  truth !.  There  is  nothing 
impofiible  with  God  except  the  violation  of  truth.  Let 
faith  in  God,  therefore,  re-kindle  with  new  vigour  in  our 
boioms,  and  let  us  conlider  that  he  is  intimately  prelent- 
with  every  thing,  that  he  hath  formed  all  things  by  his  om¬ 
nipotent  Word, and  by  his  Word  is  able  to  involve  all  things 
in  total  deftrud'tion !  44  Who  fiiaii  fay  to  him,  what  doelt 
4<  thou  ?  Who  can  refill:  the  power  of  his  might  ?  When  he 
44  pleafeth,  and  as  he  plealeth,  he  will  do  all  things,  and  no- 
44  thing  can  fruftrate  his  determinations.  All  things  are 
44  before  him,  and  nothing  is  concealed  from  his  notice. 
**  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  firmament 
“  fheweth  forth  his  handy-work.  Day  unto  day  uttereth 
“  fpeech,  night  unto  night  Iheweth  knowledge.  There  is 
tc  no  ipeech  nor  language  where  their  voice  is  not  heard.** 

§•  XXVIII.  Since,  therefore,  he  is  an  intimate  fpe&ator, 
and  a  conftant  witnefs  of  all  our  a&ions,  let  us  fear  him, 
and  extinguifh  every  impure  defire,  that  being  the  objedfe 
of  his  mercy  we  may  efcape  his  final  judgments.  For 
whither  can  any  of  us  fly  from  his  potent  arm  ?  What 
world  will  receive  any  of  us,  if  we  defert  him  ?  For  the 
feripture  fays :  “  Whither  lhali  I  flee  from  thy  Spirit  ? 
“  Where  lhall  I  hide  myielf  from  thy  prefence  ?  If  I  aicend 


to  the  Corinthians.  3^3 

I*  op  into  heaven,  thou  art  there :  If  I  remove  to  the  ut«* 
“  termoft  parts  of  the  earth,  thy  right  hand  is  there  :  If  I 
“  make  my  bed  in  the  deep,  thy  Spirit  is  there.”  Whither 
can  any  one  remove,  whither  can  he  fly  from  that  great  Being 
who  iurroundech  and  embraceth  all  things  ! 

§  XXIX.  Wherefore  let  us  draw  near  to  him  with  purity 
of  mind,  lifting  up  chafte  and  unpolluted  hands  before  him, 
fuffering  all  our  affections  to  flow  forth  towards  our  benign 
and  molt  merciful  Father,  who  hath  been  gracioufly  plealed 
to  conftitute  us  a  pert  of  his  chofen  people.  For  thus  it  is 
written  :  “  When  the  moft  High  divided  the  nations,  when 
he  fep.  ra!.ed  the  Ions  of  Adam,  he  fet  the  bounds  of  the 
“  nations  according  to  the  number  of  his  angels.  His  peo- 
**  pie  Jacob  became  the  portion  of  the  Lord,  and  Ifrael  the 
M  lot  of  his  inheritance.”  And  in  another  place  the  ferip- 
turc  faith  :  u  Behold  the  Lord  taketh  unto  himfelf  a  nation 
“  out  of  the  midft  of  the  nations,  as  a  man  taketh  the  firft 
*?  fruits  of  his  flower,  and  the  greateft  holineis  ihall  proceed 
y  out  of  that  nation.” 

§  XXX.  Since  we,  therefore,  form  a  part  of  his  feleCt  and 
diftinguiihed  people,  let  us  praCtife  univerfal  holinefs,  avoid¬ 
ing  defamation,  all  wicked  and  unchafte  embraces,  drunken- 
neis,  riot,  abominable  tuft,  deteftable  adultery,  odious  pride, 
for  God,  faith  the  Icripture,  re/iftetb  tbe  proudy  but  impart- 
ttb  his  favour  to  tbe  bumble.  Let  us,  therefore,  be  of  that 
happy  number,  to  whom  God  impartetb  bis  favour  :  let  us 

cultivate  harmonv  and  concord :  let  us  be  humble,  con- 

#  * 

tinent,  at  the  remoreft  diftance  from  fcandal  and  detraction, 
juftified  by  our  works,  not  our  words  —  for  the  feripture 
faith:  “  Doth  he  that  lpeaketh  and  heareth  many  things, 
“  and  that  is  of  a  ready  tongue,  imagine  that  he  is  rigiite- 
oqs  ?  Bleficd  is  he .  that  is  born  of  a  woman,  that  liveth 
“  but  a  few  days.  Uie  not  therefore  much  i'peech.”  Let 
usfeek.  praife  from  God,  and  not  from  ourfelves  —  for  God 
hateth  thofe  who  celebrate  their  own  praiies.  Let  the  tefti- 
mony  of  our  good  lives  be  given  by  others,  as  it  was  to 
our  religious  forefathers.  Violence,  obftinacy,  and  arrogance, 
form  the  character  of  thofe  who  are  accurfed  of  God ;  gen- 

Z  3  tlenefs* 


334-  CLEMENTS  Epijik 

tlenefs,  humility,  and  mildnefs,  conftitute  the  character  of 
thole  who  are  blejfed  of  God. 

r 

♦ 

§  XXXI.  Let  us,  therefore,  fecure  his  hlejfing —  and  con* 
fider  by  what  means  we  may  infure  it.  Let  u.s  revolve  thw 

tranfa&ions  of  antient  time.  On  what  account  was  A  bra- 

*■ 

ham  our  father  blefted  ?  Was  it  not  becaufe  he  through  faith 
praCtifed  rightcoufnefs  and  truth  ?  Ifaac,  having  a  full  per* 
fuafion  of  thole  great  events  which  God  in  future  time 
would  allured ly  accomplilh,  chearfully  became  a  fecrifice. 
Jacob,  in  humility,  left  his  country,  flying  from  his  brother, 
went  to  Laban,  and  lived  in  fervitude.  He  was  therefore 
honoured  with  the  illuftrious  diftinCtion  of  being  the  father 

and  ruler  of  die  twelve  tribes  of  Ifrael. 

•  * 

* 

-  §  XXXII.  If  any  one  will  accurately  examine  every 

circumftance,  he  will  form  a  juft  idea  of  thofe  blefllngs 
which  God  bellowed  upon  Jacob.  For  from  him  dclcended 
all  the  priefts  and  levites  who  minifter  in  holy  things  as  the 
divine  altar.  From  him  defeended  our  Lord  Jelus  as  to 
human  extraction.  From  him  defeended  the  kings  and 
princes,  and  potentates,  who  adorned  the  tribe  of  Juda. 
Nor  was- the  honour  and  diftinCtion  of  the  other  tribes  in- 
confiderable,  fince  God  promiled,  That  bis  feed  jhould  be  as 
the  fiars  of  heaven.  They  all,  therefore,  attained  this  illu- 
ftrious  honour  and  greatnels,  not  of  themfelves,  or  by  their 
own  aCtions,  or  by  any  virtue  they  difplayed,  but  by  die  be¬ 
nevolent  will  of  God.  So  we  Chriftians,  alfo,  being  called  in 
Ghrifl  Jelus,  by.  his.  beneyolent  will,  do  not  receive  our  gof- 
pcl  privileges  from  ourfeives,  or  from  our  own  wifdom,  or 
underftanmng,  or  piety,  or  any  good  works  we  performed ; 
but  we  enjoy,  them  by  means  of  that  principle  of  belief, 
through  which  it  is  that  the  fupreme  God  hath  ever  bellow¬ 
ed  blefllngs  on  all  from  the  beginning.  To  him  be  glory 
for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

§  XXXIII.  What  then  fhall  we  do,  brethren  ?  Shall  we 
be  remits  in  well-doing,  and  totally  difregard  benevolence  ? 
God  grant  that  this  may  never  happen  to  us  1  Rather  let  us 
haften  with  generous  activity  and  alacrity  to  perform  every 

good 
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good  work.  For  the  Creator  and  Lord  of  all  himfelf  exult- 
eth  in  his  works.  For  by  his  infinite  omnipotence  he  efta- 
blilhcd  the  heavens,  and  by  his  incomprehenfible  wifdom  he 
adorned  them.  He  feparated  the  earth  from  the  water  that 
overwhelmed  it,  and  fixed  it  on  a  folid  and  immoveable 
bafis.  His  almighty  fiat  fpoke  into  exiftence  all  the  living 
creatures  that  walk  its  furface.  The  ocean,  and  all  the 
creatures  therein,  he  created,  and  his  power  preferibed  its 
boundaries.  Laft  of  all,  man,  the  moft  exalted  and  digni¬ 
fied  in  rational  powers,  he  fafhioned  by  his  pure  and  fpotleis 
hands,  and  ftamped  upon  him  the  impreffion  of  his  image. 
For  God  i'poke  thefe  words  :  Let  us  mc.ke  man  in  our  image , 
after  our  own  likenefs :  So  God  created  man ,  male  and  female 
created  be  them.  Having  fafhioned  thefe  works  of  creation, 
he  applauded  them,  biefied  them,  and  faid :  Increafe  and 
multiply.  We  know  that  all  truly  religious  men  have  been 
adorned  with  good  works.  Even  God,  you  fee,  having 
adorned  himfelf  with  works ,  rejoiced.  Having  fuch  a  pat¬ 
tern,  therefore,  let  us  unweariedly  perform  his  will.  Let  us 
with  all  our  powers  execute  the  work  of  righteoufnefs. 

§  XXXIV.  A  faithful  labourer,  with  liberal  confidence, 
receives  the  bread  he  hath  earned  by  his  induftry ;  the  floth- 
ful  and  indolent  is  not  able  to  look  the  mailer  in  the  face 
that  employed  him.  We  ought,  therefore,  to  be  diligent 
and  active  in  well-doing :  For  it  is  he  that  difpenleth  all 
rewards :  For  he  thus  addrefleth  us :  Behold  the  Lord ,  and 

his  reward  is  with  him  to  recompenfe  to  every  man  according  to 
his  work.  To  this  he  importunately  urges  us,  and  ftimu- 
lateih  all  our  powers  that  we  may  not  be  remifs  and  neg¬ 
ligent  in  any  good  work.  Let  this  be  the  iburce  of  our 
rejoicing  and  confidence.  Let  his  will  be  the  law  of  all  our 
aftions.  Let  us  confider  how  the  univerfal  company  of  his 
angels  Hand  before  his  throne  and  minifler  to  his  will.  For 
the  feripture  faith :  Myriads  of  myriads  Jland  before  him  j 
thou  fends  of  thoufands  minifler  unto  hint :  and  they  cry  out , 
Holy ,  //<?/)-,  Holy,  Lord  God  Almighty  ■,  the  whole  creation  is 
full  of  bis  glory  l  Let  therefore,  aflemble  together  in 
concord,  as  with  one  mouth  fervently  invoke  him,  and  ear- 
neflly  implore  him  to  admit  us  to  that  great  and  glorious 
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blcflednefs  he  hath  promifed.  For  he  faith :  Eye  hath  mi 
feen ,  ear  hath  not  heard ,  neither  hath  it  entered  into  the  heart 
of  man  to  conceive  what  God  hath  provided  for  thofe  that  wait 
for  him , 


§  XXXV.  How  bleflcd,  my  beloved  brethren,  and  won¬ 
derful  are  the  gifts  of  God !  Life  in  immortality  ;  fplcndour 
in  rightcoufnefs  •,  truth  in  liberty  faith  in  aflurance ;  tem¬ 
perance  in  holinefs  !  All  thefe  bleflings  we  have  faculties  to 
comprehend.  But  what  are  the  felicities  that  are  referved  for 
the  perlevering  ?  —  The  Creator  and  Father  of  eternal  ages, 
the  infinitely  holy  God,  only  knows  their  immenfity  and 
glory.  Let  us,  therefore,  eameftly  ftrive  to  be  found  in  the 
number  of  thofe  who  wait  for  him,  that  we  may  fhare  the 
bleflcd  nefs  he  hath  promifed.  How  fhall  we  fecure  it,  my 
beloved  ? — if  our  minds  be  firmly  eftablifhed  in  faith  towards 
God  ;  if  we  feek  thofe  things  that  are  well-plcafing  and  ac¬ 
ceptable  to  him  ;  if  we  perform  thofe  things  that  are  agree¬ 
able  to  his  moft  holy  will  j  if  we  fleadily  advance  in  the  path 
of  truth,  calling  from  us  all  injuftice  and  iniquity,  avarice, 
difeord,  malignity,  fraud,  ^  fcandal,  defamation,  impiety, 
pride,  arrogance,  vain-glory,  and  felfifhnefs.  They  who 
pra&ife  thefe  tilings  are  odious  to  God. — And  not  only  they 
who  praStife  them,  but  thofe  who  applaud  others  who  are 
guilty  of  them.  For  thus  laith  the  fcripture  :  “  But  unto 
4f  the  wicked  God  faid.  What,  haft  thou  to  do  to  declare  my 
ftatutes,  or  that  thou  fhouldeft  take  my  covenant  in  thy 
**  mouth  ?  Seeing  thou  hateft  inftru&ion  and  cafteth  my 
“  words  behind  thee.  \Vhen  thou  faweft  a  thief,  then  thou 
46  confentedft  with  him,  and  haft  been  partaker  with  adul- 
terers.  Thou  giveft  thy  mouth  to  evil,  and  thy  tongue 
•*  frameth  deceit.  Thou  fitteft  and  fpeakeft  againft  thy 
44  brother,  thou  flandereft  thy  own  mother’s  fon.  Thefe 
44  things  haft  thou  done  and  I  keptfilenee ;  thou  thoughtedft 
44  that  I  was  altogether  fuch  an  one  as  thyfelf  —  but  I  will 
44  reprove  thee,  and  fei;  them  in  order  before  thine  eyes. 
44  Now  confider  this  ye  that  forget  God,  left  I  tear  you  in 
l4  pieces,  and  there  be  none  to  deliver.  Whofo  offereth. 


ft 


praife,  glorifieth  me  :  and  to  him  thac  ordereth  his  con¬ 
vention  artght.will  I  fhow  the  falvation  of  God/’ 

§  XXXVI, 
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§  XXXVI.  This  is  the  path,  my  beloved,  which  will 
finally  conduct  us  to  our  Saviour  Jefus  Chrift,  the  High^ 
Pricft  of  our  oblations,  the  Guardian  and  Support  of  our 
weaknefs.  Through  him  it  is  that  our  view  is  dire&ed  to¬ 
ward  the  higheft  heavens.  Through  him  it  is  that  we  be¬ 
hold  as  in  a  glafs  his  fauldels  and  glorious  perfon.  Through, 
him  it  is  that  the  mental  eye  hath  been  opened.  Through 
him  it  is  that  our  ignorant  and  benighted  minds  are  illu¬ 
minated  with  his  molt  marvellous  light.  Through  him  it 
is  that  the  Supreme  God  was  defirous  that  wc  fhould  be 
blefied  with  the  knowledge  of  immortality.  “  Who  being 
“  a  radiant  beam  from  his  glory,  is  by  fo  much  greater  than 
“  the  angels,  as  he  hath  by  inheritance  obtained  a  more  ex- 
cellent  name  than  they.’*  For  thus  it  is  written :  “  Who 
“  maketh  the  winds  his  angels,  and  a  flame  of  fire  his  mini- 
“  iters.”  But  concerning  the  Son  the  Deity  thus  fpeaketh : 

Thou  arc  my  Son,  this  day  have  I  begotten  thee.  Afk- 
“  of  me  and  I  will  give  thee  the  heathen  for  chine  inherit- 
ance,  and  the  uttermoft  pans  of  the  earth  for  thy  poflef- 
**  fion.”  And  again  he  faith  concerning  him :  “  Sit  thou 
«  on  my  right  hand,  until  1  make  thine  enemies  thy  foot- 
ftool.”  But  who  are  his  enemies  ?— The  wicked,  and  thofe 
who  oppofe  their  will*  to  the  will  of  God. 


§  XXXVII.  Wherefore,  my  brethren,  let  us  ferve  under 
his  ftandard  with  all  affiduity  in  his  moft  holy  commands. 
Let  us  confider  the  foldiers  •  who  are  on  duty  under  our  go- 
vernours.  With  what  order,  with  what  promptitude,  with 
what  fubmifiivc  obedience  do  they  perform  what  is  com¬ 
manded  them.  AH  are  not  praetors,  or  tribunes,  or  centu¬ 
rions,  or  captains,  or  inferior  officers  j  but  each  individual 
in  his  own  proper  rank  executes  the  orders  of  the  emperour 
and  the  generals.  The  great  can  do  nothing  without  the 
fmall,  nor  the  /mail  without  the  great.  There  is  a  reciprocal 
union,  from  which  refults  utility.  Let  us,  for  infiance, 
take  the  human  body.  The  head  without  the  feet  is  no¬ 
thing,  neither  the  feet  without  the  head.  But  the  lead  and 
moft  inconfiderable  members  are  necefiary  and  uleful  to 
the  whole  body.  For  all  mutually  confpire,  and  are 

har- 
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harmonionfly  combined  to  form  and  conftitutc  the  t oboli 
iyftero. 


$  XXXVIII.  In  like  manner  let  the  whole  hody  of  Chri- 

ftians  be  thus  harmonioufly  united,  and  let  every  individual 
pay  a  deference  to  his  neighbour  according  to  the  refpedive 
ftatkm  in  which  Providence  hath  placed  him.  Let  not  the 
ffcrong  defpife  the  weak  \  let  the  weak  reverence  the  ftrongi 
let  the  rich  be  liberal  to  the  poor ;  let  the  poor  be  thankful 
to  God  for  giving  him  a  benefactor  to  fupply  his  wants. 
Let  the  wife  mamreft  his  wifdom  not  by  words,  but  good 
works }  let  not  the  humble  found  his  own  praife,  but  let 
others  celebrate  his  worth.  Let  not  the  chafte  be  elated* 
knowing  it  is  from  another  he  received  the  gift  of  conti¬ 
nence.  Let  us  confider,  my  brethren,  of  what  materials  our 
frame  is  composed,  who  and  what  kind  of  beings  we  enter¬ 
ed  into  this  world,  as  it  were  from  the  tomb  and  from  a 
fta&e  of  darknels.  Who  it  was  that  formed  us  and  intro¬ 
duced  us  into  this  life,  having  previoufly  provided  accom¬ 
modations  for  us  before  we  were  ufliered  into  being.  All 
thefe  bleffings,  therefore,  fince  we  folely  derive  from  God, 
we  ought  in  all  our  enjoyments  with  gratitude  to  celebrate 
his  praife.  To  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 


.  $  XXXIX*  Inconhderate,  and  unintelligent,  and  infatu¬ 
ated,  and  illiterate  men,  make  us  Chriftians  the  objects  of 
their  banter  and  contemptuous  fcorn,  wilting  to  exalt  them- 
fcives  in  their  own  imaginations.  “  But  what  can  mortal 
**  man  do  ?  or  what  ftrength  is  there  in  him  that  is  made 
*6  out  of  the  duft  ?  ”  For  it  is .  written  :  c<  There  was  no 
"*  foape  before  my  eyes  ,  only  I  heard  a  found  and  a  voice. 

But  what  ?  fhati  man  be  pure  before  the  Lord  ?  Shall  he 
**  be  bhtznelefe  in  his  works  ?  Behold  he  trufteth  not  in  his 
•*  fervants,  and  his  angels  he  chargeth  with  folly.  Yea,  the 
heaven  is  not  clean  in  his  fight,  how  much  lefs  they  that 
dwell  in  honfea  of  clay,  of  which  alfo  we  ourfelves  were 
made  ?  He  fmote  them  as  a  moth,  and  from  morning 
even  unto  evening  they  endure  not.  Becaufe  they  were 
not  able  to  help  themfelves,  they  periihed.  He  breathed 
upon  them,  and  they  died,  becauie  they  had  no  wifdom. 

«  Call 


II 


4« 


4C 


44 


44 
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y  Call  now  if  there  be  any  that  will  anfwer  thee,  and  tv 
u  which  of  the  angels  wilt  thou  look  ?*  For  wrath  killed* 
u  the  foohih  man,  and  envy  flayeth  him  that  is  in  enour. 
“  I  have  feen  the  foolifh  taking  root,  but  lo  their  habitation 
u  was  prefentiy  confumed.  Their  children  were  far  from 
*f  fafety,  they  perifhed  at  the  gates  of  thofe  who  were  lefler 
44  than  themfelves,  and  there  was  no  man  to  help  them. 
44  For  what  was  prepared  fop  them  the  righteous  did  eat  i 
44  and  they  fhall  not  be  delivered  from  evil.” 


•  §  XL.  Having  thefe  things  before  oup  eyes,  and  earneftiy 
looking  into  the  depths  of  the  divine  knowledge,  we  ought 
to  do  all  things  in  regularity  and  order,  which  God  hath 
prefcribed  us.  Particularly,  we  ought  to  perform  oblations 
and  religious  fervices  at  the  times  he  hath  appointed.  He 
hath  ordained  that  we  fliould  difeharge  thefe  not  in  an  im- 
methodical  and  irregular  manner,  but  in  thofe  proper  times 
and  hours  his  wifdom  hath  fixed.  In  whatpiaeet9  and  by 
wh<m,  is  it  his  defign  that  thefe  fliould  be  performed  ?  His 
fupreme  will  hath  exprefsly  dire  died — in  order  that  all  things 
being  religion  fly  performed,  might  meet  with  his  propitious 
acceptance.  They,  therefore,  who  m  the  times  prelcribed 
offer  up  their  pious  oblations,  are  accepted  and  happy.  For 
thofe  who  follow  the  divine  regulations  do  not  err  from  the 
path  of  duty  :  for  the  High-Pried  hath  his  particular  fer¬ 
vices,  the  priefts  have  their  refpedtive  appointments,  the 
levites  their  proper  miniftries,  the  common  people  their 
feveral  duties. 


v  \ 


$  XLI.  Let  each  of  you,  brethren,  in  hjjs  own  proper 
ilation  ferve  God,  maintaining  a  good  conference,  not  over¬ 
leaping  the  boundaries  of  that  relpeftive  department  which 
God  hath  afligned  him,  fopporting  the  dignity  and  gravity 
of  the  Chriftian  charadter.  The  •  daily  facrifices,  the  votive 
offerings,  the  fin-offerings,  and  trefpafs-offerings,  are  not 
dedicated  to  God  in  any  place  indiferiminately,  but  folely  in 
Jerufalem,  and  even  there  they  are  not  confecrated  to  the 
Deity  in  any  place  promifeuoufly,  but  only  in  the  temple, 
at  the  altar,  the  oblation  being  carefully  infpedked  by  the 
high-prieft  and  the  above-mentioned  minifters.  They  who 

aft 
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adjt  contrary  to  his  will,  are  punifhed  with  death.  You  fee, 
brethren,  that  the  greater  knowledge  God  hath  gracioufly 
imparted  to  us,  the  greater  is  the  danger  to  which  we  are 
expoied. 

V 

§  XLII.  The  Apoftles  brought  us  glad  tidings  from  our 
Lord  Jefus  Chrift ;  Jefus  Chrjft  from  the  Deity.  Chrift 
was  therefore  delegated  by  the  Deity,  the  Apofties  by  Chrift. 
Wherefore  both  in  harmonious  union  afted  according  to  the 
will  of  the  Deity.  Having,  therefore,  received  inftnnftion, 
and  being  fully  convinced  of  the  truth  of  Chriftianity  by 
the  refurredtion  of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  being  firmly 
eftabliftied  in  the  word  of  God  by  the  copious  endowments 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  they  went  forth  publifhing .  that  the 
kingdom  of  God  would  fpeedily  be  eredted.  Preaching 
the  golpel,  therefore,  in  various  countries  and  cities, 
they  cpnftituted  their  firfi  converts,  after  having  firft  ex¬ 
plored  and  proved  them  by  the  Holy  Spirit,  to  be  the 
bilhops  and  deacons  of  future  believers.  This  is  no  new. 
inftitution.  Many  ages  ago  exprefs .  mention  was  made  in 
feripture  of  bijhcps  and  deacons .  Thefe  are  its  words  :  I  will 
appoint  their  bijhops  in  rigbteoufnefs ,  and  their  deacons  in 

faith . 

* 

$  XLIII.  And  what  wonder,  if  they  who  in  Chrift  had 
this  arduous  office  aligned  them  by  the  Deity,  confticuted 
the  above-mentioned  governours  —  when  Mofes,  who  was  a 
faithful  fervant  in  all  his  houfe,  hath  recorded  in  the  facrcd 
fcripture  every  thing  he  was  appointed  to  do.  This  iltu- 
ftrious  law-giver  have  the  other  prophets  followed,  bearing 
teftimopy  to  the  inftitutions  he  eftablifhed.  For  Mofes, 
when  there  was  a  warm  conteft  about  the  priefthood,  and 
the  tribes  were  violently  contending,  which  of  them  fhould 
be  adorned  with  this  illijftrious  honour,  ordered  the  twelve 
princes  of  each  refpe&ive  tribe  to  bring  him  twelve  rods, 
ipfcribed  with  the  name  of  every  tribe.  Thefe  he  bound 
together,  and  feajed  them  with  the  refpedtive  feal  of  each 
prince,  and  laid  them  up  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  teftimony,. 
on  the  table  of  God.  After  this  he  fhut  the  tabernacle,  let 
a  ft  al'on  the  keys  of  it,  as  he  had  done  upon,  the  rods.  He. 

then 


to  the  Corinthians.  341 

* 

« 

then  iaici  to  them,  My  brethren,  whatfoever  tribe  lhall  have 
its  rod  blofiom,  that  tribe  hath  God  chofen  to  enjoy  the 
honours  of  the  priefthood,  and  to  minifter  to  him  in  lacred 
things.-  Karly  the  next  day  he  convened  all  Ifraei,  confift- 
ing  of  fix  hundred  thoufand  men,  Ihowed  their  feals  to  the 
relpeCtive  heads  of  tribes,  opened  the  tabernacle  of  witnels, 
brought  out  the  rods,  and  Aaron’s  was  found  not  only  to 
have  it  Ioffe  :ned>  but  it  was  adorned  with  fruit.  What  think 
you,  my  beloved  t*  Had  not  Mofes  a  perfect  knowledge  of 
whar,  otherwife,  in  future  time  would  nccefiarily  have  hap¬ 
pened  ?  He  faw  this  clearly :  and  that  there  might  be  no 
confuficn  in  Ifraei,  he  a&ed  in  this  manner,  that  the  name  of 
tiie  one  fupremc  and  true  God  might  be  glorified.  To  him 
be  glory  for  ever  and  ever.  Amen. 

$  XLIV,  In  Lke  manner  our  Apoftles  knew  by  our  Lord 
Jefus  Guilt  that  there  would  be  dilcords  and  difientions 
about  the  title  and  office  of  bifhop  —  for  which  reafon,  there¬ 
fore,  being  endowed  with  a  perfect  knowledge  of  future 
feenes,  they  conlntuced  bifhops  and  deacons  —  and  intfie 
mean  time  appointed,  that  after  their  deceafe,  others ,  whole 
characters  had  been  approved,  fhould  fucceed  them  in  the 
Chriftian  miniftry.  Thofe,  therefore,  who  were  appointed 
by  the  Apcjlics ,  or,  fiuce  their  time,  by  other  eminent  perlons 
with  the  united  approbation  of  the  whole  church,  and  with 
irreproachable  reputations  have  miniftered  to  the  fiock  of 
Chrlft  in  humility,  peace,  and  dignity  of  virtue,  and  hav$ 
maintained,  for  a  leries  of  years,  an  univerlal  charade r,  we 
by  no  means  think  it  juft  that  fuchas  thefe  fhould  be  ejected 
from  the  roiniftry.  For  we  lhall  incur  no  fmali  guilt,  if  we 
expel  thofe  from  the  epifcopai  function  who  have  difeharged 
its  fiicred  duties  in  an  holy  and  unbiameable  manner.  Happy 
are  thofe  Prdbyters  who  have  gone  before  us,  who  enjoyed 
an  honourable  and  triumphant  clifibhuion  !  They  are  now 
harrafied  with  no  fears  kft  any  one  lhould  remove  them  from 
that  Jiation  that  is  now  afj.gned  them  !  For  we  fee  that  you 
have  deprived  feme  worthy  perfons  of  a  function  which  they 
difeharged  with  honour,  and  adorned  with  an  unexception¬ 
able  character. 


§  XLV. 
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§  XLV.  You  are  warmly  difputing  and  contending,  my 
brethren,  about  things  that  have  no  reference  to  your  final 
fal vation .  Search  the  feriptures,  the  genuine  dilates  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  You  know  there  is  nothing  wicked,  nothing 
fabulous  written  in  them.  ’There  you  will  not  find  good 
men  degraded  by  good  men.  Religious  men  were  perfe- 
cuted,  but  it  was  by  bad  men.  They  were  imprifoned,  but 
it  was  by  the  wicked.  They  were  ftoned  by  the  profligate 
and  depraved ;  they  were  murdered  by  the  abandoned,  and 
by  thole  who  were  inftigated  by  the  worft  paflions.  Thefe 
fufferings,  with  a  glorious  magnanimity,  they  fupported. 
What !  my  brethren,  was  Daniel  precipitated  into  a  den  of 
lions  by  perlons  who  feared  God  ?  Were  Ananias,  Azarias,. 
and  Mifael,  thrown  into  a  fiery  furnace  by  thofe  who  pro- 
felled  the  excellent  and  glorious  worlhip  of  the  Moft  High  ? 
—Far  from  it !  Who  were  they  that  committed  thefe  vio¬ 
lences  ?  —  The  moft  abandoned  of  men,  diftinguilhed  for 
every  enormity,  were  tranfported  into  thefe  excefles  —  fo  as 
to  exercife  thefe  cruelties  on  thole  who  ferved  God  with  an 
holy  and  fpotlefs  mind  —  not  knowing  that  the  Moft  High 
is  a  defender  and  protestor  of  thofe  who  worlhip  his  moft 
.  holy  name  with  a  pure  confidence.  '  To  him  be  glory  thro* 
eternal  ages !  Amen.  Thofe  who  fuftained  thefe  fufferings 
with  inflexible  fortitude  are  now  entered  into  the  pofleflion 
of  immortal  glory  —  God  hath  exalted  them  to  the  higheft 
honours,  and  their  names  lhall  live  in  remembrance  for  ever 
and  ever!  Amen.' 

h 

O 

§  XLVI.  Such  examples  as  thefe,  my  brethren,  we  ought 
ever  to  propofe  as  a  conftanc  model  for  our  own  imitation. 
For  it  is  written  :  Ajfociate  with  the  bofyy  for  the  companions 
of  fuch  will  he  holy.  And  again  the  feripture  faith  .in  an¬ 
other  place  :  With  the  pure  thou  wilt  he  pure  \  with  the  vir¬ 
tuous  thou  wilt  be  virtuous :  hut  with  the  perverfe  man  thou 
wilt  be  perverfe.  Let  us,  therefore,  copy  the  example  of  the 
virtuous  and  good.  They  arc  the  diftinguilhed  friends  of 
God.  Why  do  difeords,  and  refentments,  and  diffentkms, 
and  reparations,  and  the  laft  violences  fubfift  among  you  ? 
Do  we  not  all  profefs  one  God,  and  one  Chrift  i  Was  not  one 
Spirit  of  God  poured  forth  upon  us  ?  Have  we  not  one 
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tommon  vocation  in  Chrift  i  Why  do  we  violently  fever 
and  tear  in  pieces  the  members  of  Chrift,  and  feditioufly  re¬ 
volt  and  militate  againft  our  own  body,  and  proceed  to  fuck 
diftra&ion  and  madnefs  as  to  forget  that  we  are  members 
one  of  another  ?  Remember  the  words  of  Jefus  Chrift  our 
lord,  who  faid :  “  Woe  to  that  man  i  Better  had  he  never 
“  been  born,  than  to  have  laid  a  Rumbling  block  in  the 
“  path  of  one  of  my  ele<Sh  .  Better  a  mill-ftone  were  tied 
“  about  his  neck  and  he  thrown  headlong  into  the  fea,  than 
“  to  have  cauled  the  leaft  of  my  difciples  to  ftumble  and 
**  fall.”  Your  divifions  have  perverted  many,  diftra&ed 
many,  divided  the  minds  of  many,  and  overwhelmed  all  of 
us  in  extreme  grief — and  yet  your  factious  differ)  cions  ftitt 
continue ! 

•  •  1 

§  XLVII.  Take  up  the  Epiftle  of  blefled  Paul  the  Apo- 
ftle.  What  did  he  write  to  you  in  the  beginning  of  that 
faered  book?  — Why,  indeed,  by  divine  infptraekm  he 
wrote  to  you  concerning  bimfelf  \  and  Cephas ,  and  Apelles  — 
becaufe  even  them  you  were  fwayed  by  fond  partiality  co¬ 
wards  particular  perlons.  But  that  former  partiality  -brought 
upon  you  lefs  guilt,  for  it  had  for  its  object  the  Apoftks— 
whofe  characters  were  abundantly  attefted,  and  a  perfon, 
who  had  been  approved  by  the  Apoftles.  But  kow  con  fide  r, 
who  they  are  that  have  perverted  you,  and  fuHied  the  luftre 
of  your  mutual  fraternal  love,  which  was  ib  univerially  ce¬ 
lebrated.  It  is  difgraceful,  my  dear  brethren,  it  is  to  tht 
laft  dttgracefol,  ana  unworthy  the  Chriftian  character,' to 
hear,  That  the  moft  united  .and  anrient  church  of  the  Co¬ 
rinthians,  Ihould,  on  account  of  one  or  two  perfons,  be  full 
of  fa£ti on  and  party-difeord  againft  its  Prefbyters  !  And  the 
fame  of  this  hath  not  only  reached  us,  but  is  diffufed  even 
among  the  di (believers  of  our  Refigion.- —  fo  that  the  Chri¬ 
ftian  profeifion  is  calumniated  and  reviled  on  account  of  your 
folly,  and  you  are  hereby  voluntarily  bringing  yourfelves 
into  danger ! 

%  XLVIII.  "Wherefore  let  us  immediately  exterminate 
the le  evils,  and  proftrate  ourfelves  before  God,  fuppHcating 

him  with  tears  to  be  propitious  to  us,  and  reftore  us  to  our 

former 
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former  virtuous  and  amiable  ftate  of  fraternal  love.  This  ts 
the  gate  of  righteoufnefs  that  opens  into  life;  as  it  is  writ-- 
ten  :  Open  to  me  the  gates  of  righteoufnefs,  that  I  may  enter 
into  them,  and  celebrate  the  praifes  of  God.  This  is  the  gate 
of  the  Lord,  the  righteous  Jhall  enter  therein.  For  though 
many  paths  have  been  marked  out,  yet  the  true  gate  of  righ- 
teoufnefs  hath  been  opened  by  Chrift —  into  which  all  who? 
enter,  and  purfue  the  journey  of  life  in  holiheis  and  good* 
nefs,  and  pra&ife  their  whole  duty  in  concord  and  harmony; 
are  happy !  Is  any  perfon  faithful  >  doth  he  poUefs  the 
powers  of  communicating  knowledge ;  is  he  endowed  with 
diftinguifhed  intelligence  and  judgment ;  is  he  in  his  daily 
pra&ice  chafte  and  temperate  ?  —  The  higher  his  attain¬ 
ments  are,  the  greater  are  his  obligations  to  be  humble,  and 

not  to  ftudy  his  own,  but  the  univerfal  good. 

*  * 

r 

r 

§  XLIX.  He  that  hath  the  love  of  Chrift,  let  him  keep 
the  commandments  of  Chrift.  What  words  can  fully  re* 
prelent  the  facred  bonds  of  the  divine  benevolence  and  love ! 
Who  is  there  can  do  adequate  juftice  to  its  immenfity  and 
excellence  i  The  heigth  to  which  benevolence  exalts  us  is 
unutterable.  Benevolence  unites  us  to  God.  Benevolence 

covers  a  multitude  of  fins.  Benevolence  beareth  all  things* 

,  fupporteth  every  evil  with  ferene  compofure*  There  is  no* 
thing  illiberal  in  benevolence,  nothing  arrogant.  Benevo¬ 
lence  doth  not  caufe  divifions,  benevolence  doth  not  kindle 
factious  diflenrions,  All  the  chofen  people  of  God  were 
made  perfed  in  benevolence*  Where  this  is  wanting*  no* 
thing  is  acceptable  with  God.  Through  benevolence  the 
Deity  adopted  us  to  himfelf  for  the  love  he  had  for  us— for 
by  ther  will  of  the  Supreme  Being,  Jefus  Chrift  our  Lord 
voluntarily  fhed  his  blood  for  us,  and  furrendered  up  his 

flefh  for  our  flelh,  his  life  for  our  lives* 

■ 

§  L.  You  fee,  mv  brethren,  how  tranfcenderitly  excel* 
lent  and  illuftrious  benevolence  is;  fo  that  no  words  can 
fully  represent  its  dignity  and  perfection.  Who  is  worthy 
to  be  found  irivefted  with  this*  except  thofc  whom  God  fliall 
deem  worthy  this  honour.  Let  us,  therefore,  implore  th'e 
Deity,  ‘  that  we  may  be  adorned  with  this  illuftrious  wor* 

thinefs* 
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tuneis,  that  wc  may  live  in  love,  maintain  an  unfpotted 
character,  and  be  diverted  of  all  human  partiality  and  pre-. 
wfleflion.  AU  the  preceding  generations,  that  have  lived 
aefore  us,  have  quitted  the  ftage  of  life  *,  but  thofe  who 
fctougb  the  divine  favour  had  their  other  virtues  crowned 
ind  perfected  by  benevolence,  poflefs  the  manfions  of  the 
pious,  and  (hall  make  their  appearance  when  Chrift  defeends 
to  vilit  his  kingdom.  For  it  is  written:  Enter  into  thy 
apartments  for  a  little  fpace>  till  my  wrath  and  indignation 
§>all  have  pajfed  away  ;  and  J  will  remember  the  good  dayy  and 
raife  you  up  cut  of  your  graves.  Bleffed  are  we,  my  beloved 
brethren,  if  we  pradtile  the  commands  of  God,  united  to 
each  other  in  the  bonds  of  lcvey  in  order  that  through  love 
our  fins  may  be  forgiven  us  !  For  it  is  written  :  Blejj'ed  are 
thofe  whofe  tranfgrejfions  are  forgiven ,  whofe  fins  are  covered  / 
Bleffed  is  the  man  to  whom  the  Lord  impute th  not  finy  and  in 
whofe  mouth  there  is  no  deceit !  This  bleffednefs  was  derived 
upon  us  who  were  chofen  of  God  through  Jefus  Chrift  our 
Ix)rd.  To  him  be  glory  for  ever  and  ever !  Amen, 

§  Lt.  Let  us,  therefore,  implore  the  divine  forgivenefs 
of  any  crimes,  into  which  thefe  contentions  have  betrayed 
us.  And  they,  who  were  the  original  authors  of  this  fac¬ 
tious  difeord  and  detention  ought  to  make  the  common 
hope  their  great  object  and  aim.  For  they,  who  arc  pof- 
felled  with  the  principles  of  piety  and  benevolence,  would 
rather  fuffer  in  their  own  peifons  than  have  their  neighbours 
involved  in  fufferings,  and  feel  the  acuteft  reproaches  of 
their  own  minds  rather  than  violate  that  harmony  and  con¬ 
cord  which  Chriftianity  hath  l'o  ftrittly  enjoined  upon  its 
profeffors.  For  it  is  better  for  a  man  to  confefs  his  guilt 
than  harden  his  heart,  as  theirs  were  hardened  who  excited 
it  factious  oppolition  againft  Mofcs  the  fervant  of  God — 
whofe  condemnation  inftantly  appeared,  for  they  deicended 
alive  into  the  grave,  and  were  fwallowed  up  in  death.  Pha¬ 
raoh  and  his  holt,  and  all  the  governours  of  Egypt,  their 
chariots  and  horfemcn  were,  for  no  other  caufc,  overwhelm¬ 
ed  in  the  Red  Sea  and  perifhed,  but  that,  their  incorrigible 
minds  were  Reeled  againft  all  conviction,  and  they  remained 

Vol.  II.  A  a  uncon- 
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unconvinced  after  all  the  miracles  and  prodigies  which  God 
uiipiayed  by  his  fervant  Moles. 

■ 

§  LIL  The  Supreme,  my  brethren,  is  not  indigent  bf 
any  thing.  He  requires  nothing  from  any  rational  being 
buc  that  he  Ihould  celebrate  his  praifes.  Eor  thus  faith  Da¬ 
vid  his  chofen  fervant :  “  I  will  pour  forth  my  graceful  ac- 

“  knowledgments  before  the  Lord,  this  will  pleafe  him 
“  better  than  a  young  bullock  that  hath  horns  and  hoofs. 
“  Let  the  poor  lee  it  and  be  glad.”  And  again  he  faith  : 
“  Oflfer  unto  God  the  facrtfice  of  praife,  and  pay  thy  vows 
“  unto  the  Moft  High.  Call  upon  me  in  the  day  of  trou- 
“  ble,  and  I  will  deliver  thee,  and  thou  lhalt  glorify  me. 
“  The  facrifice  of  God  is  a  broken  Jpirit.” 

§  LIII.  You  know,  my  beloved,  you  accurately  know, 
the  holy  lcriptures,  and  have  carefully  explored  the  oracles 
of  God.  Wherefore  call  thefe  to  your  remembrance.  When 
Moles  went  up  into  the  mount,  and  failed  and  humbled 
himfclf  forty  days  and  forty  nights,  God  faid  to  him  :  14  A- 
“  rife  Mofes,  get  thee  down  quickly  from  hence  —  for  tin' 
“  people,  whom  thou  broughteft  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt, 
“  have  committed  wickednefs :  they  have  loon  tranlgreficd 
“  the  way  that  I  marked  out  for  them,  and  have  made  to 
“  themfeives  graven  images.  And  the  Lord  faid  unto  him  *, 
**  I  have  fpoken  unto  thee  various  times,  faying,  I  have 
“  fecn  this  people,  and  behold  it  is  a  (lilt-necked  people : 
“  I^et  me  therefore  deftroy  them,  and  blot  out  their  names 
**  from  under  heaven.  And  I  will  raife  up  unto  thee  a 
“  great  and  wonderful  nation,  that  lliall  be  much  larger 
“  than  this.  But  Mofes  faid  :  Not  lo.  Lord !  Forgive 
*c  now  this  people  their  fin  :  or  if  thou  wilt  not,  blot 
u  me  out  of  the  book  of  the  living.”  O  tranfeendent 
benevolence  and  love !  O  peerlefs  perfection  of  goodnds  ! 
The  fervant  addrefies  the  Supreme  Lord  with  freedom 
and  liberty,  implores  forgivenefs  for  the  multitude  he 
even  defires  that  he  himlelf  may  be  involved  in  the  ge¬ 
neral  defirutftion ! 


§  LIV. 
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'  §  LI V.  What  generous,  what  compafiionate  n*an  is 

fhcre  among  you  ?  Let  fuch  an  one  make  this  pub. it k 
declaration  :  Is  this  difiention,  and  diicord,  and  repara¬ 
tion  owing  to  me  ?  — -  This  moment  I  will  depart  j  I 
will  remove  where-ever  you  will.  I  am  ready  to  do  what¬ 
ever  the  congregation  enjoins  me  to  do  —  only  lec  the 
flock  of  (Thrill,  with  the  Prefbytcrs  who  prefide  over 
it,  enjoy  undilturbcd  tranquillity.  —  He  that  acleth  in 
this  manner  will  fecure  to  himfelf  great  honour  from  God. 
Every  place  will  receive  fuch  a  voluntary  worthy  exile 
— for  the  earth  is  the  Lord's^  and  the  fullnejs  thereof, 
Jn  this  manner  thofe,  who  regulate  their  lives  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  facrcd  in  Hit ut ions  of  God,  have  adled,  and  will 

ever  ad*. 

» 


§  LV.  Examples  of  this  we  may  produce  even  from 
among  the  heathens.  Many  kings  and  princes,  when  a  pe- 
jtilence  hath  raged,  in  obedience  to  the  oracular  relponfe 
Jjave  voluntarily  llirrendcred  themfelves  to  death,  to  refeue 
their  fubjeds  and  citizens  by  their  blood.  Many  have  for 
ever  abandoned  their  native  cities,  to  extinguilh  the  flames 
of  fedition.  Many  among  you  wc  know,  who  to  ranforrt 
pthers  have  generoufly  delivered  up  thcmlelves  to  bonds. 
Many  have  fpontancoufly  fubmitced  their  necks  to  fervitude, 
and  fup{X>rted  others  by  the  miterable  pittance  they  could 
parn.  Many  of  the  tender  fex,  ftrengthened  by  divine 
affiftance,  have  performed  many  heroic  deeds.  The  re¬ 
nowned  Judith,  when  the  city  was  belieged,  requelled  the 
eiders  for  permiflion  to  go  forth  into  the  camp  of  their 
-  enemies.  Expofing  herlelf,  therefore,  to  imminent  danger, 
urged  by  the  love  of  her  country,  and  of  the  inhabitants 
who  were  in  the  la  It  di.ftrefs,  ihe  entered  the  camp,  and 
i;he  Lord  delivered  Holophernes  into  the  hand  of  a  wo¬ 
man  !  Not  leis  diftinguiihcd  for  her  faith  is  Either,  who. 
willingly  rifked  her  own  life  to  refeue  the  twelve  tribes 
pf  lfracl  who  were  drilined  to  fpeedy  deftrudtion.  For 
in  falling  and  humiliation  Ihe  fervently  fupplicated  the 
eternal  God,  the  omnifcienc  1  .ord  of  the  univerfe,  who. 


feeing  the  genuine  humility  of  her  foul, 

A  a  2 


delivered  the 

people, 
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people,  for  whole  fake  Ihe  had  expo  fed  heiiclf  to  fuch ■ 
danger. 

§  LVI.  Wherefore  let  us  Intercede  for  thole  who  have  in-  • 
curred  any  guilt,  that  they  may  be  endowed  with  humility 
and  felf-abafement,  to  fubmit,  not  to  us,  but  to  the  will  of 
God.  This  difpofition  will  not  only  render  them  perfectly 
amiable  in  the  fight  of  God,  but  fecure  them  the  tender  pity 
and  companion  of  the  faints.  Let  us  employ,  my  beloved,- 
that  reprehenfion  and  reproof,  which  no  one  ought  to  relent. 
The  admonition  which  we  give  one  another,  is  extremely 
ufeful  and  falutary  —  for  this  unites  u$  to  the  will  of  God. 
For  thus  faith  the  holy  leripture :  “  The  Lord  corrected  me, 
**  but  he  did  not  deliver  me  over  unto  death.  For  whom 
“  the  Lord  loveth,  he  chafteneth,  and  fcourgeth  every  fon 
“  whom  he  receiveth.  The  righteous,  it  faith,  Ihall  in- 
«  ftrudt  me  in  mercy,  but  let  not  the  oil  of  finners  make 
‘‘  fat  my  head.”  And  again  it  faith :  “  Happy  is  the  man 
“  whom  God  corre&eth  j  therefore  defpife  not  thou  the 
“  chaftening  of  the  Almighty.  For  he  maketh  fore,  and 
•' 1  bindeth  up ;  he  woundeth,  and  his  hands  make  whole. 
“  He  Ihall  deliver  thee  in  fix  troubles,  yea  in  (even  there 
“  Ihall  no  evil  touch  thee.  In  famine  he  Ihall  redeem  thee 
!“  from  death,  and  in  war  from  the  power' of  the  fword. 
**  Thou  lhalt  be  hid  from  the  fcourge  of  the  tongue,  neither 
“  lhalt  thou  be  afraid  of  definition  when  it  comcth.  Thou 
lhalt  laugh  at  the  wicked  and  finners,  neither  lhalt  thou 
%*  be  afraid  of  the  beafis  of  the  earth.  The  wild  beafts 
“  Ihall  be  at  peace  with  thee.  Then  /halt  thou  know  that 
M  thy  houfe  Ihall  be  in  peace,  and  the  habitation  of  thy 
tabernacle  Ihall  not  err.  Thou  lhalt  know  alfo  that  thy 
*(  feed  Ihall  be  great,  and  thy  off-fpring  as  the  grals  of 
“  the  earth.  Thou  lhalt  come  to  thy  grave  as  the  ripe 
“  com,  that  is  taken  in  due  time,  like  as  a  (hock  of  com 
“  comcth  in,  in  its  lealon.”  You  fee,  my  beloved,  what  a 
protection  and  guardianfhip  is  exercifed  over  thole  who  are 
chaftened  of  the  Lord  —  for  a  good  God  corrects  us  that 
we  may  be  made  wifer  and  better  by  his  facred  difciplinc. 


§  XL VII. 
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$  XLVir.  You  therefore,  who  firft  lighted  the  flame  of 

this  difiention,  fubmit  yourfelves  to  the  Prefbyters,  and  be 
advifrd  to  repent,  humbling  yourfelves  in  the  profoundeft 
abatement.  Learn  fubmiflion,  laying  afide  all  arrogant  and 
difdainful  virulence  of  language.  For  it  is  better  for  you 
to  fill  fome  of  the  lowcft  ftations  in  the  fold  of  Chrift,  than, 
vainiy  arrogating  to  yourfelves  a  proud  fupcrioricy  above 
others,  to  be  expelled  from  its  facred  enclofure.  For  tlius 
the  divine  wifdcm  fpeaketh  :  **  Behold,  I  will  pour  out  the 
word  of  my  Spirit  upon  you  ;  I  will  make  known  my 
fpeech  unto  you.  Becaufe  I  called  and  you  would  not 
hear,  i  ftretched  out  my  hands  and  you  regarded  not : 
but  you  have  fet  at  nought  all  my  counfel,  and  would 
none  of  my  reproof  :  I  ajfo  will  laugh  at  your  calamity, 

;  and  mock  when  your  fear  cometh  :  when  your  fear  com- 
eth  as  dcfolation,  and  your  deltruftion  as  a  whirlwind, 
when  diftrels  and  aoguifh  cometh  upon  yom  Then  Ihall 
;  you  call  upon  me,  but  I  will  not  hear  you  *,  the  wicked 
Ihall  icck  me,  but  they  Ihall  not  find  me  :  For  that  they 
hated  knowledge,  and  did  not  feek  the  fear  of  the  Lord. 
They  would  not  hearken  unto  my  counfel,  they  defpifed 
all  my  reproof.  Therefore  Ihall  they  eat  of  the  fruit  of 
their  own  ways,  and  be  filled  with  their  own  wicked- 
nefs  ”  *  *  *  * 


§  I.VII1.  May  the  omnifeient  God,  the  Lord  of  fpirits, 
and  the  governour  of  all  flefh,  who  elected  our  Lord  Jefus 
Chrift,  and  us  through  him  to  be  his  peculiar  people,  endow 
every  foul,  that  calls  upon  his  molt  glorious  and  holy  name, 
with  faith,  reverence,  peace,  patience,  long-fuffering,  con¬ 
tinence,  chaftity  and  lobriety,  that  he  may  iecure  his  favour 
and  acceptance  through  our  High-Prieft  and  Governour  Je¬ 
fus  Chrift,  thro’  whom,  to  his  lupremc  Majefty,  be  alcribed 
glory  and  greatneis,  power  and  honour,  both  now  and  thro* 
all  ages  of  time  and  eternity  !  Amen. 

▼ 

§  LIX,  Claudius  Ephebus,  Valerius  Bito,  with  Fortuna* 
tus,  whom  we  have  difpacched  to  you,  fend  back  to  us  in 
peace  and  joy,  with  all  polfible  expedition,  that  we  may  the 

looner 
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fooner  be  informed  that  the  concord  and  harmony,  which  is 
the  object  of  our  ardent  prayers  and  wilhes,  is  reflored  among 
you  }  and  that  we  may  the  iboner  rejoice  in  the  happy  re¬ 
union  and  re-eftabliihment  of  your  fociety. — May  the  tavour 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift  be  with  you,  and  with  all  every 
where,  who  are  called  of  God  through  him.  To  the  tiipreme 
God,  through  Jefus  Chrift,  be  glory,  honour,  puwer,  ma- 
jefty,  and  everlafting  dominion,  through  all  the  revolving 
ages  of  time  and  eternity !  Amen. 


The  End  of  CLEMENTV  EpiJIle  to  tht 

Corinthians. 


